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Co-producing ŧmasculinitiesŨś 
researching domestic spaces 

Angela Meah & Peter Jackson 
University of Sheffield 

 

With 

ŧRoger ForbesŨř               
ŧDarren ĺ Carol HuntingtonŨ and 
ŧHarveyř Jack ĺ Dave PhillipsŨ  



The ŧBeing a ManŨ study 

 Qualitative, multi-method pilot study 

o Life history interviews 

o Videoed participant observation/go-along 

o Photography 

o Participant auto-ethnographic video/video 

diaries 

o Review of data with filmmakers and their subjects 

 

 



Analysing auto-ethnographic films 

What ŧstoryŨ is each person telling inŝ 
 setting the scene; 

 how footage was directed; 

 situations and people encountered; 

 what/who is absent? 



Darren (45): ũIŨll be recording domestic 
chores and normal everyday things that 

might or might not contribute to me being 

a manŪŜ  





C But to [other prospective male participants], that wouldnŨt determine 
whether theyŨre feminine or masculineŜ Soř to them ſŜŜƀ filming 
something with me wouldnŨt show ſŜŜƀ dŨyou know what I mean? 

D But to ař but then you look atř yes it would ſŜƀ because weŨre 
heterosexualř so weŨve got a manŵwoman relationship; that would 
define me as being a man. 

C But you donŨt even think (.) So thatŨs what IŨm sayingŝ you wouldnŨt 
have thought the relationship between me and you was a (..) 

A ſŜƀ ItŨs a given? 
D Yeh, yeh, probř so I donŨt consider that side of itř in terms of 

definitions of being a man, but part of it is, being a man, to be 

with a womanŝ er, 
C Because most men wouldř probably ſŜƀ thinkř OKř itŨs about how I 

bring up my different sexes of, my children, how I deal with my 

children, how I do chores, 

D Yeh, and also that definition of man-stroke-woman, if you look back 

from more traditional masculine-stroke-feminine roles within a 

domestic environment pretty much is, what is traditionally seen as 

womenŨs work and whatŨs traditionally seen as being menŨs work, 

Heteronormative reflections 



Roger (51): ũhereŨs me on my lonely 
islandŪ 



ũIŨm not particularly keen on this part of my life, in the sense 
of dropping the children off at home, or a house where I used to 
liveř whether youŨd describe it as a home is another questionř I 
never really felt at home there because itŨs where my ex-wife 
wanted to liveŝ so I didnŨt have much sayŝ so many things I was 
excluded from, important decisionsŝ  ItŨs really not nice being 
away from [the children]. I think thereŨs a couple of 
significant misconceptions in separation, if you like, er, that 
the man isŝ always pleased to goř that he doesnŨt mind being 
away from the kidsŝ Interestinglyř I donŨt know of any men who 
feel that way, in terms of the children, at all. So every time I 
drop them off, it is actually quite painful, er, (.) it really 
is ſŝƀ I wish I werenŨt separated from themř but I am (..) so 
you just have to try to make as good a fist of these things as 
you possibly can. But it doesnŨt make for an easy lifeř 
emotionally, sometimes (.) but hey hoř thatŨs the way of the 
world sometimes. As long as theyŨre happy it doesnŨt matter in 
many respects whether IŨm happy I supposeŜ IŨm just ƃlaughsƄ IŨm 
just here to pay the bills and make things happen, which was 
pretty much what my marriage was like (?) there was a degree of 
cruelty in that as wellř and which IŨm pleased to be away fromŪŜ 

Accessing the emotional self 



A What was the story that you wanted to tell? 

H Er, just, you know, normal conversations, 
like, the private lives of a man and what 
they do with their kids. I donŨt really 
knowř reallyř what they do when theyŨre not 
around with their friends, or drinking or 
being stupidŝ I just wanted to do it so, 
like, I wanted, like, em, you know, not for 
it to all be planned and ũyou say this and 
you say thatŪř just, yŨknow. 

A Spontaneous? 

H Yeh because thatŨs the bestř isnŨt itř so 
itŨs unexpectedř because we normally talk 
about random things like that.  

Dave (47), Harvey (13) & Jack (11): 

ũprivate livesŪř ũnormal conversationsŪ 



D So would you ban Page 3 if you could then then Harvey? 

J No, er, I mean yeh! 

D You can say what you like. 

H Of course I would! 

D Jack wouldnŨtŜ 
J If you were a sad lonerř IŨd feel sorry for themŜ 
H Who the hell would want some fat, old, sweaty guy looking at 

you with just bras and Ann Summers knickers on? 

J Ann Summ, oh I tried to go into Ann Summers. 

H (.) What did you want to go in Ann Summers for?!  

D Yeh Jack, what did want to go into Anne Summers for? 

J I didnŨt know that it was a rude shop! 
H Oh really?! 

D What did you think it was? 

H Oh, I know! Jack saw the bunny thing outside and thought it 
was a pet shop! 

D Did you mistake Ann Summers for a pet shop, Jack? 

H [Laughing] Dad, Jack probably thinks that Playboy is a 
toyshop! 

 

 

 

ũRandom talkŪ 



 Makes visible the complexity of how 
beingŵbecoming ŧa manŨ is subjectively 
experienced. 

 Provides insights into perhaps unguarded 
interactions between fathers/children 
away from direct gaze of researcher. 

 Facilitates access to aspects of 
emotional self that may be withheld 
using other methods. 

 Significance of what is missing/absent 
and what this reveals about the taken-
for-grantedness of particular aspects of 
identification. 

 ŧMasculinityŨ: a complex, subjective, 
lived, embodied, reflexive set of 
practices subject to interpretation and 
slippage ŷ where social recognition is 
intrinsic to its performative enactment. 

 

 

Some conclusionsŝ 


