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ON INTERPRETING PATTERSON-SULLIVAN MEASURES OF GEOMETRICALLY
FINITE GROUPS AS HAUSDORFF AND PACKING MEASURES

DAVID SIMMONS

ABSTRACT. We provide a new proof of a theorem whose proof was sketched by Sullivan (’82), namely
that if the Poincaré exponent of a geometrically finite Kleinian group G is strictly between its minimal
and maximal cusp ranks, then the Patterson—Sullivan measure of G is not proportional to the Hausdorff
or packing measure of any gauge function. This disproves a conjecture of Stratmann (’97, 06).

1. INTRODUCTION

Let G be a nonelementary geometrically finite Kleinian group with at least one cusp.! Let kmyi, and
kmax denote the smallest and largest cusp ranks, respectively, and let § denote the Poincaré exponent of G.
Let A be the limit set of G, and let y be the Patterson—Sullivan measure of GG, i.e. the unique probability
measure on A which is §-conformal with respect to G. It is known [15, Theorem 2] that

uoc’H,‘;]A & 0 > kmax and
uocP‘s]A < 0 < kmin-

Here H° and P° denote the Hausdorff and packing measures, respectively, in dimension §, and o is the
proportionality symbol. The above conditions can be thought of as giving a “geometric interpretation”
of the Patterson-Sullivan measure £ in the cases 6 > kmax and § < kmin, since the measures H° | A and
P91 A are defined using only the metric structure of A, without reference to the group G.

If kmin < 0 < kmax, then the above geometric interpretations fail, but it is natural to ask whether y is
proportional to H¥ | A or P¥ 1 A for some Hausdorff gauge function ¢ (cf. §2.1). In fact, this question
has a confusing history: Sullivan originally asked it in 1982 [13, p.71] and then sketched a proof of a
negative answer later that year [14, second Corollary on p.235] (see also [15, Remark (2) on p.261]). Over
a decade later, and without referencing Sullivan’s sketch, Stratmann stated that the question was open on
two separate occasions [9, p.68], [10, p.235], even conjecturing that the answer is positive for the gauge
function
(1.1) Y(r) =10 exp (% (loglog% + loglog log log %)) 2
(Cf. [2], where a similar result is proven for analytically finite but geometrically infinite groups.) In 2011
Ala-Mattila, a doctoral student of Tukia, noticed these inconsistencies in the literature in his dissertation
[1, p.105], and stated that he was not able to follow Sullivan’s proof. (Nevertheless, his thesis answers a
different but related question; namely, it provides a dynamics-independent construction of the Patterson—
Sullivan measure, and thus a “geometric interpretation” of the Patterson—Sullivan measure in the sense
described above.)

The author of the present paper confesses that he is also not able to follow Sullivan’s proof, so based on
the above, it would seem that the question is still open. The purpose of this note is to prove using different
methods that Sullivan’s answer is correct. Specifically, we prove the following theorem:

Key words and phrases. Patterson—Sullivan measures, geometrically finite Kleinian groups, Hausdorff and packing
measures.
IIn this paper, a Kleinian group is a discrete subgroup of Isom(Bd) for any d > 2, where B? denotes d-dimensional
hyperbolic space.
2Since Stratmann was working in B2 only, in his formula, kmin = 1 and kmax = 2.
1



2 DAVID SIMMONS

Theorem 1.1. Let G be a nonelementary geometrically finite Kleinian group with at least one cusp, let ¢
be a Hausdorff gauge function, and let ¥ : R — R be the unique function satisfying

(1.2) Y(r) =’ exp (\1/ (log %)) ,

where § is the Poincaré exponent. Assume that

(1.3) ¥ is eventually differentiable and monotonic, and the limit tlim U’ (t) exists.
—00

Let knin and knax denote the smallest and largest cusp ranks, respectively. Then
(i) If § < kmax, then H¥ (1) = 0 or oo, according to whether the series

(1.4) Zexp( 20~ km&xQ(t))

max_6

diverges or converges, respectively.
(ii) If § > kmin, then PY(u) = 0 or oo, according to whether the series

20 — kmin
(1.5) Zexp ( r— \If(t))
converges or diverges, respectively.
In particular, if kmin < 6 < kmax then neither HY () nor P¥(u) is positive and finite for any Hausdorff

gauge function v satisfying (1.3), so the Patterson—Sullivan measure cannot be interpreted geometrically
as a Hausdor(f or packing measure of such a gauge function. (See also Corollary 1.5 below.)

Example 1.2. For the value of ¢ given in (1.1), we have
kmax - 5

V) = o5 7

(log(t) + log log log(t)),

so the series (1.4) reduces to
oo

Z :
P tloglog(t)
which diverges. Therefore HY¥ (1) = 0 for this .

Remark 1.3. The relations in Theorem 1.1 can be a little disorienting at first — divergence of the series
(1.4) guarantees H¥(u) = 0, while divergence of the series (1.5) guarantees P¥(u) = oo. The unifying
insight is that higher values of ¥ correspond to higher (decreasing more slowly as r N\, 0) values of v,
which in turn correspond to higher values of H¥(u) and P¥(p). Since the series (1.4) is decreasing with
respect to U while (1.5) is increasing with respect to ¥, divergence of (1.4) indicates low (not close to +00)
values of ¥ while divergence of (1.5) indicates high (not close to —oo) values of ¥.

Remark 1.4. Theorem 1.1 can be generalized to the setting of pinched Hadamard manifolds,® under some
additional assumptions regarding the group G. Indeed, the three main results used in the proof of Theorem
1.1, namely the Rogers—Taylor—Tricot density theorem, the Global Measure Formula, and Stratmann—
Velani’s Khinchin-type Theorem for Geometrically Finite Groups, are generalized to this setting in [6, §8],*
[8, Théoreme 7.2], and [5, Theorem 3], respectively, and the deduction of Theorem 1.1 from these theorems
does not make use of constant curvature in any essential way. However, for simplicity of exposition we
stick to the case of standard hyperbolic space.

Corollary 1.5. Let G and v be as in Theorem 1.1.
(i) If § < kmax, then H¥(A) =0 or oco.

3In this setting, the cusp rank k¢ of a parabolic point £ is interpreted to be the number 25(G¢), where G¢ is the stabilizer
of £ in G and §(G¢) is the Poincaré exponent of G¢; cf. [8, Théoréme 3.2].

4The “arbitrary metric space” of [6, §8] should be interpreted to be the Gromov boundary of the pinched Hadamard
manifold in question, endowed with a visual metric.
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(ii) If § > kmin, then PY(A) =0 or oo.
Proof. Without loss of generality we may assume that

. ’

(1.6) tlggolll (t) =0.

Indeed, since the Hausdorff and packing dimensions of A are both equal to § [15, 11], if (1.6) fails then
the corollary follows from comparing the measures H¥ and P¥ with the measures H* and P*, where s lies
between ¢ and § + lim;—,o, U'(¢).

Suppose § < kmax but 0 < H¥(A) < co. Then (1.6) implies that the measure v = H¥ | A is J-conformal
with respect to G (Lemma 4.3). Next, the uniqueness of J-conformal measures for geometrically finite
groups (e.g. [15, Theorem 1]) implies that v = au for some a > 0. But then HY(u) = HY(v) = H¥(A) €
(0, 00), contradicting Theorem 1.1. This demonstrates (i), and (ii) is proven similarly.

Note however that this argument does not tell us that the value of H¥(A) is determined by the conver-
gence or divergence of the series (1.4); a priori it may be the case that H¥(A) = co while H¥(u) = 0. An
interesting question is whether or not this is possible.

Convention. The symbols <, 2, and =< will denote coarse asymptotics; a subscript of 4+ indicates that
the asymptotic is additive, and a subscript of x indicates that it is multiplicative. For example, A <, B
means that there exists a constant C' > 0 (the implied constant) such that A < C'B. It is understood that
the implied constant C'is only allowed to depend on certain “universal” parameters, to be understood from

context.

Acknowledgements. The author thanks Tushar Das for calling his attention to Ala-Mattila’s thesis
and to the fact that the question addressed in this paper is still considered open, as well as for helpful
comments on an earlier version of this paper. The author also thanks the referee for valuable comments.

2. PRELIMINARIES

Our theorem is essentially a combination of three known theorems: the Rogers—Taylor—Tricot density
theorem, the Global Measure Formula, and Stratmann—Velani’s Khinchin-type Theorem for Geometrically
Finite Groups. In this section we recall these theorems and the definitions used in them.

2.1. The Rogers—Taylor—Tricot density theorem. We first recall the basics of generalized Hausdorff
and packing measures. Let ¢ : [0,00) — [0,00) be a Hausdorff gauge function, i.e. a positive increasing
continuous function satisfying 1/(0) = 0. The 1-dimensional Hausdorff measure of a set A C R? is

HY(A) = 11{‘1(1) inf {Z Y(diam(U;)) : (U;)7° is a countable cover of A with diam(U;) < e Vi}
g
and the ¥-dimensional packing measure of A is defined by the formulas

(B;){° is a countable disjoint collection of balls

PY(A) = li diam(B;)) :
PH(A4) sl\r‘% Sup ;U’( iam(B;)) with centers in A and with diam(B;) <e Vj

mf{zw CAC UA}

A special case is when () = r* for some s > 0, in which case the shorthands H¥ = H* and P¥ = P* are
used.
If 11 is a Borel measure on R%, then we let

H (1) = inf {HY(A) : (R \ A) = 0},
PY () = inf {P¥(A) : u(R?\ A) =0
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Moreover, for each point = € R? let

b

D = limsu w(B(@;r))
DM(:E) =1 r\Op 1/)( ) ’

u(B(z,7))
D (x ©) = liminf =7 o=

Theorem 2.1 (Rogers-Taylor-Tricot density theorem). Fiz d € N, let u be a Borel measure on R?, and
let 1 be a Hausdorff gauge function. Then for every Borel set A C R,

(2.1) w(A) inf « HY(A) <x p(RY) sup

€A Dw( ) ~ €A Dw( )
(2.2) p(A) inf, D) <, PY(4) <y ([Rd)gscgg D;‘j(x)'

Formula (2.1) was proven by Rogers and Taylor in 1959 [7], while formula (2.2) was proven by Taylor and
Tricot in 1985 [16, Theorem 2.1]. A short proof of (2.1) can be found in [3, Proposition 3.4 of Chapter 4].
A generalization to arbitrary metric spaces can be found in [6, §8].

Corollary 2.2. With d, u, and ¥ as above,

(2.3) 1(RY) ess inf Sx HY (1) <x pu(R?) esssup —
z€Rd Du(x) zeR? D, (v)
1
2.4 RY) ess inf <. PY RY) ess sup ———-
(24) R sl s e PV S R s s
Proof. Let

Ag = {x €RY: essinfﬁiﬁ < E;f(x) < esssupﬁﬁ} :
Since pu(R?\ Ag) = 0, we have

HY () < HP(Ag) Sx p(RY) ess sup ——
zERI DM (;c)

On the other hand, given any set B C R? such that u(R?\ B) = 0, applying (2.1) with A = Ay N B gives

1
@b — d i
H¥(B) Zx (Ao N B) eiz[g;f D;f(gc) = u(R )efzﬂ;%f Eﬁ(x),

and taking the infimum over all such Bs demonstrates (2.3). The proof of (2.4) proceeds in the same
manner. O

2.2. Geometrically finite groups. Fix d > 2, let B? denote the d-dimensional Poincaré disk, and let G
be a nonelementary geometrically finite Kleinian group acting on B? with at least one cusp. Recall that
this means that there exists a disjoint G-invariant collection of horoballs 7# with the property that the
quotient (Ce \ U(#))/G is compact, where Cg is the convex hull of the limit set of G (e.g. [4, Definition
(GF1)]). The elements of 57 are centered at the parabolic fixed points of G. For each parabolic point &,
let He¢ denote the unique element of 57 centered at &, and let k¢ denote the rank of &.

Let 6 denote the Poincaré exponent of G, i.e.

§=inf{s>0:) e 0900 <00 b
geG

where d denotes the hyperbolic distance on B. Let A denote the limit set of G, i.e. the set

= {f coB: ¢ = liﬂm gn(0) for some sequence (g,)7° in G} .
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Finally, let u denote the Patterson—Sullivan measure of G, i.e. the unique Borel probability measure on A
obeying the transformation rule

uo() = [ 15/ ©Pdut) vA C 0B vy e G,

2.2.1. The global measure formula. Let the functions k,b: B¢ — [0, 00) be defined as follows:
o If v € BY\ (), then k(z) = b(x) = 0.
o If v € H; for some He € A, then k(x) = ke and b(x) = d(x, 0He).
Given a point € A, let 1; denote the unique point on the geodesic ray connecting 0 and 1 whose hyperbolic
distance from 0 is equal to ¢.
Theorem 2.3 (Global measure formula, [12, Theorem 2]). For any n € A and for any t > 0,
M(B(T],e_t)) = e 0t b(ne) (k(n:)—0)

2.2.2. Khinchin-type theorem for geometrically finite groups. For each ¢ € OB? and r > 0, let H({,r) be
the unique horoball centered at ¢ with Euclidean radius r, i.e.
H(¢r) :==B((1-r)r).

If ¢ is a parabolic point, then we let ¢ denote the unique value such that H({,r¢) € 5, so that Hy =

H(f, Tf)'
Let ¢ : (0,00) — (0,00) be a Khinchin function, i.e. a positive monotonic doubling function. Here, by
saying that ¢ is doubling, we mean that there exist constants C;,Cy > 1 such that

1 Y 1 ¢(3J)
— <20 & — <= <0y Yo,y >0.
Ch x ! Cy gb(x) 2 Y

(For ¢ to be doubling, it is sufficient but not necessary that the function log ogoexp is uniformly continuous.)
Now fix a parabolic point p, and consider the set

Q(¢p) :={neA:||§—n| < ¢(re)re for infinitely many £ € G(p)}.

Theorem 2.4 (Khinchin-type theorem for geometrically finite Kleinian groups, [12, Theorem 4]). pu(2,(¢)) =
0 or 1 according to whether the series

Z (b(/\n)Q(kap

n=1

converges or diverges, respectively. Here X € (0,1) is a constant depending only on G.

3. PROOF OF THEOREM 1.1

As in Theorem 1.1, let G be a nonelementary geometrically finite Kleinian group with at least one cusp,
let 1 be a Hausdorff gauge function, let ¥ be given by (1.2), and assume that (1.3) holds. As in the proof
of Corollary 1.5, we may without loss of generality assume that

. 12 _
(3.1) tlggo v'(t) = 0.
Let P be a complete set of inequivalent parabolic points of G, and let
P.s={peP:k,>6}, Pes={peP:k,<d}.
Lemma 3.1. For each p € Pcs U P~s and a > 0 let ¥y, 0p, dp.o : (0,00) — (0,00) be defined by

o r T -1 (r/a
Yp(r) = exp (—\Il(lkfi(_lé))) ; Op(r) = m, bp,a(r) = #.

(i) If 6 < kmax and lim;_, o U(t) = +00, then for p-a.e. n € A,
— kp—8
D, (n) <x max (sup{a >0:7n€ Qp(¢p7a)}) "

PEP>s
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(i1) If § > kmin and lim_, oo U(t) = —00, then for p-a.e. n € A,

kp—5
Q;/j(n) =, min (sup{a >0:n€ Qp(¢p7a)}) )

pEP<s

Remark 3.2. From the assumptions (1.3) and (3.1), we can see that

(1) 9 is monotonic in a neighborhood of 0 (since ¥ is eventually monotonic),

(ii) 6, is increasing in a neighborhood of 0 (since lim;_, o [log o8, o exp]’(t) = 1),
(iii) ¢p,a is monotonic in a neighborhood of 0 (since ¢y o (1) = L1, (951(r/a))), and
(iv) ¢p,q is doubling
~ limy,_ o [logotp, oexp]’(t) 0

= = — = O .
lim; o [logob, oexpl’(t) 1 )

(since t_l)ir_noo [log 0y, © exp]’(t)

In particular, ¢, o is a Khinchin function.

Proof of Lemma 3.1. We prove only (ii); the proof of (i) is similar but easier. By Theorem 2.3,

— =8t ,b(ne) (k(ne)—9)
o s EEBE) o
D}(n) = hggg)lf vt  TF htnilo?f e~ dte¥(t)

= expliminf b (k(m) — 8) — V(1))

Since by assumption lim; ., ¥(t) = —oo, values of ¢ for which b(n:)(k(n:) — ) > 0 will not affect the
lim-inf. On the other hand, since § > kmin, for p-a.e. n € A we have b(n;)(k(n) — 0) < 0 for a sequence of
t tending to infinity. Thus

.o o o e e
(3.2)  logDy(n) =y  liminf  [b(n;)(k(n:) — 6) = ¥(1)] (o inf - inf [b(ne) (ke — &) — W(t)].
b(n¢)(k(ne)—6)<0 ne€He

Fix £ € G(P<s). To estimate the infimum on the right hand side, we use the following estimate for b(n;)
which is valid for n, € He (cf. Lemma 4.2 below):

. 1 1 1
(3.3) b(ne) <4 fe(t) := min (t log e 2log e log e t) .
Let t¢ be the unique point at which f¢ is not differentiable, i.e. ¢t = log m Then f{(t) =1 for t <t
and f¢(t) = —1 for t > t¢. Letting
he(t) = fe(t)(ke — 6) — W(1),
the assumption (3.1) guarantees that hg(t) < 0 for ¢ < t¢ and hi(t) > 0 for t > t¢, assuming ¢ is sufficiently
large. It follows that for all but finitely many £ € G(P<s),

. . 1
ngihdw—gg%@%—%@d—{<Q—bga)@z—®—wﬁd]

and thus

1 1 1
log DY (1) = liminf |(log —— —log — ) (ks — &) — W (log —— )| .
oe 2}(0) <+ St | (o0 ey —os ) i) =@ (toe e )|

Exponentiating gives
_ kp—5
o (1/]1E =) >% b re
DY =y min liminf [ —— — = min |limsup ————— .
D30) = min Tt Sl =) i {tm s 5

The calculation

11;;1;(1;])9 79]0(”?5_ p = sup {a >0: 70;0(H££_ o > « for infinitely many & € G(p)}
=sup {a>0:[|¢ —n| <6, (r¢/a) for infinitely many ¢ € G(p)}
=sup{a>0:1€ Q(¢pa)}

finishes the proof. O
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Fix p € P.s U P~5 and a > 0, and let us determine whether the series

Ep,a — Z pr,a()\n)25_kp

n=1

occuring in Theorem 2.4 converges or diverges. For convenience write A, = 26 — k,. We have®

o o ofl(At/a)Ap
2;0704 X+ / ¢P1Q(At)Ap dt == / Z))\T dt
& &

=y / Hgl(xfl/Ap)Ap dz (1ett1ng = O[ApAprt>
L]
L)
x+/ Op(a!/Br) 0 da (by Lemma 4.1)
_ / (220 ) A0 dz
=x / dp(e™")Br at (letting t = — log(z*/A7))

20 — ky
= exp t> dt
/.;. ( kp_(S (>
- 25 — ky
A+2p.—;exp( 5 _5\11())

By Theorem 2.4, for p-a.e. n € A, for every p € P.s U P55, and for every rational a > 0, we have
1 € Qp(dp,o) if and only if the series 3, o =<y x 3, diverges. Thus by Lemma 3.1, for p-a.e. n € A we have

kp—0
=¥, 0o X, =00 _Joo dpePss ¥y=00 Joo (1.4)diverges

D,u (77) =x Inax = =
(3.4) pePos \ |0 X, < o0 0 VpePss ¥,<o0 0 (1.4) converges

(if 6 < kmax and ¥ — +00)
kp—5
D%(n) <, min 0 Xp =0 _JO0 FpePs ¥y=0c0 JO (1.5) diverges
(3.5) =N ep s\ 0 ¥p <00 |l VpePs ¥, < oo ~ loo  (1.5) converges
(if § > kmin and ¥ — —00)

Combining with Corollary 2.2, we see that Theorem 1.1 holds if the hypothesis ¥ — 400 is added to case
(i) and the hypothesis ¥ — —oo is added to case (ii). But these extra hypotheses can be added without
loss of generality, since if they fail, Theorem 1.1 can be deduced by comparing the measures H¥ and PY
to the measures H° and P?, respectively.

4. PROOFS OF AUXILIARY FACTS

The following lemmas are probably well-known to experts, so we have separated them from the main
part of the proof for ease of exposition.

Lemma 4.1. Let f: (0,00) — (0,00) be a decreasing homeomorphism. Then

| =[5

Proof. These integrals are respectively equal to the Lebesgue measures of the sets
Sy ={(z,y) € (0,00)* 1 y < f(2)}
Si-r={(z,y) € (0,00)* 1y < fH(2)},

5In the calculation below, an integration bound of & means that the precise integration bound is irrelevant.
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which are conjugate to each other via the measure-preserving isometry (z,y) — (y, ). O

Lemma 4.2. Let He = H(&,1¢) be a horoball not containing the origin, and fix n € B\ {¢} and t > 0
such that n, € He. Then

1 1
b(n:) =<4 min (t log 210g —log — — t) .
" ||€ =1 re
Proof. Let B¢ denote the Busemann function of 5, ie.
Be(y,z) = lim[d(z,y) — d(z, z)],
z—E€
where d denotes the hyperbolic distance in B¢. Then

To estimate Be(0,7;), we use the well-known fact that the incircle radius of a (possibly ideal) hyperbolic
triangle is uniformly bounded. Specifically, when we consider the triangle A = A(0,7,&) and let a € [0, 7],
b € [0,&], ¢ € [§,n] be the points of A tangent to the incircle, then d(a,b) =<4 d(a,c) <4 0. Here [p,q]
denotes the geodesic (or geodesic ray) connecting p and g. Write s = d(0, a), and for each u > 0 let [¢, 7],
denote the unique point on the geodesic [c, n] such that d(c, [¢,n],) = u. Then

d('f]t,gt) X+O lftSS
dne, [e,n)i—s) <4+ 0 ift>s
and thus
=, Be(0,6) =t ift<s
(1.2 Be(0.n) § 7 B0 s
=+ 85(07 [C, 77]15—5) =+ 2<§|77>0 -t ift=>s
Here (¢|n)o denotes the Gromov product
1
r—E 2
y—1
Plugging ¢ = s into (4.2) gives s <4 (£|n)o, and thus
Be(0,n:) =4 min(t, 2({[n)o — ¢).
Combining with (4.1) together with the well-known asymptotic

1
=1
<§|77>0 =+ ogng 7l

completes the proof. O

Lemma 4.3. Let G be a Kleinian group, and let ¢ be a Hausdorff gauge function satisfying (1.6). Then
the measures v = HY 1 A and vy = P¥ 1 A are §-conformal with respect to G.

Proof. Fix A > 0, and note that (1.6) guarantees that

tim YA _ 3o,

7\ 0 ’lﬁ(’f‘)

Now let A C A be a Borel set on which g € G is A-Lipschitz continuous. If (U;)$° is a countable cover of
A satisfying diam(U;) < e Vi, then (U; := g(U; N A))3° is a cover of g(A) satisfying diam(U;) < Ae Vi and

§¢(diam((7i)) < <r<€ ) Zw (diam (U,

Taking the infimum, letting € — 0, and using (4.3) shows that v;(g(A)) < Xv;(A). Similarly, if (B; =
B(z;,r;))5° is a countable disjoint collection of balls with centers in g(A) satisfying diam(B;) < ¢ Vi, then

(4.3)
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(B; := B(g~(x),7:/\))5° is a disjoint® collection of balls with centers in A satisfying diam(B;) < ¢/ Vi
and

Z@[J(diam(Bi)) < Z@[J diam(B;)).
i=1
Taking the supremum, letting ¢ — 0, and using (4.3) shows that va(g(A)) < Nry(A). So
vi(g(4)) < Xui(A) (i =1,2).
Setting A = sup 4 |¢'| and using the geometric mean value theorem gives
(4.4) vilg(4)) < suplg'vi(4).

Now let B C A be an arbitrary Borel set, and fix g € G. Fix ¢ > 0, and let A be a partition of A such that
sup, |¢'|/infalg’| <1+ ¢ for all A € A. We have

r<s/)\ 1/)

vi(g(B)) = Y vi(g(BNA)) < > suplg'[’vi(B N A) (by (4.4))
A€A Aea 4
§(1+5)Zlnf|g|uz(BﬁA 1—}—(5/|g|5duZ
AecA

Letting € tend to zero shows that v;(g(B)) < [ |¢'|° dv;. The reverse inequality is proved similarly. O
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6Here we use the fact that for all z1,22 € R? and r1,72 > 0, B(z1,r1) is disjoint from B(xa,r2) if and only if d(z1, x2) >
r1 + ro.
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