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Chronology

Sidney family affairs are in roman; general historical information is in italics.

1503 (8 Aug.) King James IV (1488–1513) of Scotland marries Princess Margaret, sister of  
  Henry VIII

1509 (21 Apr.) death of King Henry VII and accession of King Henry VIII

1510  execution of edmund Dudley (b. c. 1462), great-grandfather of Sir Philip  
  Sidney (1554–86)

1511  William Sidney (c. 1482–1554) serves in the english expedition to Spain to  
  assist Ferdinand, King of Aragon and Castile, against the Moors

1512  death of nicholas Sidney (b. c. 1451), father of William Sidney who is then  
  serving in the english navy during the war with France

1513 (18 Apr.) William Sidney knighted after a naval engagement off Brest (Mar.)
(9 Sept.) King James IV of Scotland killed at the Battle of Flodden; William Sidney fights  

  there with distinction

1514 (1 Feb.) Charles Brandon, friend and patron of Sir William Sidney, created Duke  
  of Suffolk; Thomas Howard, Sir William’s commander at Flodden,  
  restored to the dukedom of norfolk

(Jul.) Sir William Sidney awarded a life annuity of 50 marks by Henry Viii

1515 (1 Jan.) death of King Louis Xii of France; in Feb. Charles Brandon secretly  
  marries his widow, Mary, sister of Henry Viii; their union publicly  
  celebrated at greenwich (May); at this period or later, the Sidneys  
  appropriate the French king’s personal emblem of the porcupine

1517 (?)  Sir William Sidney marries Anne Pagenham (d. 1543)

1520 (Jun.) “Field of the Cloth of Gold” meeting in the Plain of Ardres between Henry VIII 
  and François I of France; Sir William Sidney prominent among the english  
  jousters

1523/24  Sir William Sidney joins Suffolk’s military campaign in France

1529 (20 Jul.) birth of Henry Sidney (d. 1586) with Henry Viii as a godparent
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xxviii

1531 (?)  birth of Mary Dudley Sidney (d. 1586), wife of Henry Sidney

1532 (15 May) English Church supports King Henry VIII against the Papacy

1532/33?  birth of Robert Dudley (d. 1588), later earl of Leicester, uncle of Sir 

  Philip Sidney

1533 (25 Jan.) King Henry VIII marries Anne Boleyn after divorcing Catherine of Aragon

1536 (19 May) Anne Boleyn executed
(30 May) King Henry VIII marries Jane Seymour
(autumn) Pilgrimage of Grace uprising against Henry VIII’s break with the Roman Catholic  

  Church

1537 (12 Oct.) Prince Edward born to King Henry VIII and Jane Seymour
(24 Oct.) Jane Seymour dies

1538  Sir William Sidney appointed Chamberlain (until 1544) to Prince edward,  
  and his son Henry becomes one of Prince edward’s closest childhood  
  companions

1543  death of Anne Pagenham Sidney, wife of Sir William Sidney

1546 (?)  William Herbert (c. 1501–70), later first earl of Pembroke, appointed 

  Keeper of Baynard’s Castle on the banks of the River Thames

1547 (28 Jan.) death of King Henry VIII and accession of King Edward VI

1549 (20 Jun.) norfolk Rebellion begins

1550 (18 Apr.) Henry Sidney appointed a gentleman of the Privy Chamber

1550–53  William Herbert, later first earl of Pembroke, Lord President of the Council  
  of Wales
1551 (29 Mar.) Henry Sidney marries at Asser Mary, daughter of John Dudley, earl of  
  Warwick and sister of Robert and Ambrose Dudley (later earls of Leicester  
  and Warwick)

(Jul.) Henry Sidney accompanies the Marquis of northampton’s embassy to  
  France

(11 Oct.) Henry Sidney knighted, and John Dudley (d. 1553), earl of Warwick,  
  created Duke of northumberland; William Herbert created first earl of  
  Pembroke

1552 (25 Apr.) King edward Vi grants the estate and manor of Penshurst Place, Kent, to 

  Sir William Sidney

1553 (21 May) marriage of Lady Jane grey and Lord guildford Dudley, son of John  
  Dudley, earl of Warwick and Duke of northumberland

(21 Jun.) Sir Henry Sidney witnesses King edward Vi’s will
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 CHRonoLoGy

xxix

(6 Jul.) death of King Edward VI, reputedly cradled in the arms of Sir Henry Sidney;  
  accession (9 Jul.) of Lady Jane Grey (executed 12 Feb. 1554), who reputedly was  
  first told of her accession by Mary Dudley Sidney, wife of Sir Henry Sidney

(19 Jul.) accession of Queen Mary
(22 Aug.) execution on Tower Hill of John Dudley (b. 1504), earl of Warwick and  

  Duke of northumberland, grandfather of Sir Philip Sidney

1554 (7 Feb.) rebellion against the Spanish marriage proposed for Queen Mary led by Sir  
  Thomas Wyatt

(7 or 10 Feb.) death of Sir William Sidney at Penshurst
(13 Mar.) Sir Henry Sidney accompanies earl of Bedford’s embassy to Spain to  

  accompany Philip of Spain back to england for his marriage (25 Jul.) with  
  Queen Mary

(2–5 May) Queen Mary’s Second Parliament accepts terms for the Spanish marriage
(13 Jul.) Sir Henry Sidney sails from La Coruña for england with Philip of Spain;  

  royal marriage celebrated (25 Jul.)
(nov.) Queen Mary’s Third Parliament restores Papal Supremacy to England
(30 nov.) birth of Philip Sidney (d. 1586), named in honor of his godfather, Philip of  

  Spain, the husband of Queen Mary

1555 (25 Oct.) Emperor Charles V resigns the netherlands in favor of Philip of Spain

1555–58  William Herbert, first earl of Pembroke, Lord President of the Council  
  of Wales

1556 (Jan.) Queen Mary’s husband formally becomes Philip II of Spain following his  
  father’s abdication

(May) Sir Henry Sidney leaves for Dublin to become Vice-Treasurer and general  
  governor of Revenues

1557 (Apr.) Sir Henry Sidney now informally serving as Lord Justice in ireland
(10 Aug.) English-Spanish victory over the French at St. Quentin; serving in the english  

  forces are the brothers of Mary Dudley Sidney, Ambrose, Robert, and 

  Henry, and Henry Herbert, later second earl of Pembroke and husband of  
  Mary Sidney Herbert, Countess of Pembroke

1558 (7 Jan.) loss of Calais, England’s last French possession
(24 Apr.) marriage of Mary Queen of Scots to the French Dauphin, later François II
(17 nov.) death of Queen Mary and accession of Queen Elizabeth I
(20 nov.) Sir William Cecil appointed Secretary of State and Queen Elizabeth’s  

  principal adviser
(12 Dec.) Sir Henry Sidney promoted to Lord Justice in ireland

1559 (Feb.) Philip II of Spain makes a tentative offer of marriage to Queen Elizabeth I; Treaty  
  of Câteau-Cambrésis (3 Apr.) marks end of hostilities between France and Spain;  
  accession (24 Apr.) of François II of France, husband of Mary Queen of Scots

1560 (5 Dec.) death of François II of France and accession of Charles IX

1560–86  Sir Henry Sidney, Lord President of the Council of Wales
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xxx

1561 (27 Oct.) birth of Mary Sidney (d. 1621), later Countess of Pembroke, at Tickenhall 
  (Ticknell) near Bewdley, Worcestershire

(26 Dec.) Ambrose Dudley, uncle of Philip Sidney, created earl of Warwick

1562 (Jul.) Sir Henry Sidney’s mission to Scotland to meet with Mary Queen of Scots;  
  meets John Knox while he is at edinburgh

(Oct.) Queen elizabeth, Mary Dudley Sidney and Philip Sidney catch smallpox;  
  fears for the royal succession as the queen insists on Robert Dudley being 

  named as Protector of the Realm; Mary Sidney is left with severe facial  
  scars, as reflected in the tale of Argulus and Parthenia in the new Arcadia

(?)  birth of Barbara gamage (c. 1559–1621), later wife of Robert Sidney, first  
  earl of Leicester

1563 (19 nov.) birth of Robert Sidney (d. 1626), later first earl of Leicester, named in  
  honor of his maternal uncle and godfather, Robert Dudley (d. 1588)

1564 (26 Apr.) William Shakespeare baptized at Stratford-upon-Avon
(14 May) Sir Henry Sidney installed as a Knight of the garter, alongside King 

  Charles iX of France
(29 Sept.) Robert Dudley (d. 1588) created Baron Denbigh and earl of Leicester
(17 Oct.) Philip Sidney enters Shrewsbury School with his lifelong friend,  

  Fulke greville

1565 (22 Jun.) Sir Henry Sidney appointed as Lord Deputy of ireland (serves until 1571)
(29 Jul.) marriage of Mary Queen of Scots and Lord Darnley

1566 (13 Jan.) Sir Henry and Lady Mary Sidney arrive in Dublin after losing much of 
  their household possessions and jewels when one of their ships is wrecked

(Apr.) Sir Henry Sidney formulates a plan for each of the four provinces of 
  ireland to have a president and council

(19 Jun.) birth of James Stewart, later King James Vi of Scotland and i of england
(Aug.) Philip Sidney visits Kenilworth, the residence of his uncle Robert Dudley,  

  earl of Leicester; he then travels to Oxford for Queen elizabeth’s visit
(8 Sept.) Philip Sidney leaves Oxford

1567 (10 Feb.) murder of Lord Darnley
(15 May) Mary Queen of Scots marries Earl of Bothwell
(2 Jun.) Shane O’neill is assassinated, and Sir Henry Sidney has his head placed 

  on Dublin Castle
(24 Jul.) abdication of Mary Queen of Scots and accession of King James VI (aged one year)

1568 (Feb.) Philip Sidney begins his university studies at Christ Church, Oxford
(May) Mary Queen of Scots escapes from captivity and flees to England

1569 (Jan.) English colonization of Ulster begins
(Feb.) proposal for marriage (until Feb. 1570) between Philip Sidney and Anne,  

  daughter of Sir William Cecil
(25 Mar.) birth of Thomas (d. 1595), son of Sir Henry and Mary Dudley Sidney
(summer) Sir Henry Sidney suppresses opposition in Munster, Connaught and  

  Ulster and approves the Munster plantation (Jun.)
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 CHRonoLoGy

xxxi

(nov.) Rebellion of the northern earls in support of Mary Queen of Scots

1570 (25 Feb.) Queen Elizabeth excommunicated by Pope Pius V’s Papal Bull
(17 Mar.) death of William Herbert, first earl of Pembroke, succeeded by his son  

  Henry Herbert (d. 1601) as second earl
  negotiations between England and France for a marriage between Queen  
  Elizabeth I and the Duc d’Alençon

1571 (Jan.–Sept.) Ridolfi Plot to depose Queen Elizabeth in favor of Mary Queen of Scots
(25 Feb.) Sir William Cecil created Lord Burghley
(Mar.) Sir Henry Sidney’s second term of office in ireland concludes
(Apr.) Philip Sidney leaves Oxford because of an outbreak of plague

1572 (19 Apr.) Treaty of Blois, providing a defensive alliance between England and France,  
  agreed in draft

(25 May) Philip Sidney granted a license to travel on the Continent for two years  
  to study languages; joins entourage of edward Fiennes de Clinton, who  
  led the english delegation for the signing of the Treaty of Blois

(2 May) Sir Henry Sidney declines a barony in his wife’s letter to William Cecil,  
  due to its related expenses

(15 Jun.) ratification of the Treaty of Blois
(8 Jul.) the Protestant Henri de Navarre arrives at Paris; marries Marguerite de Valois  

  (18 Aug.)
(9 Aug.) Philip Sidney created Baron de Sidenay at the French court
(24/25 Aug.) St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre at Paris, leading to Philip Sidney’s departure  

  for germany (mid-Sept.)
(winter) Philip Sidney stays at Frankfurt under guidance of Hubert Languet

1573 (Mar.) Philip Sidney attends the Frankfurt book fair
(late May) Philip Sidney leaves Strasbourg to visit the court of the Holy Roman 

  emperor Maximilian at Vienna
(early Sept.) Philip Sidney visits Bratislava in Hungary and then returns to Vienna  

  (late Oct.)
(nov.) Philip Sidney visits italy and is based at Venice and Padua until Aug. 1574,  

  and has his portrait painted by Veronese

1574 (Aug.) Philip Sidney leaves Venice and travels to innsbruck and then the imperial 
  court of emperor Maximilian ii at Vienna

(Oct.) Philip Sidney visits Cracow, Poland and then returns to Vienna (nov.)

1575 (7 Feb.) Philip Sidney leaves Vienna for Prague; heads homewards via Dresden, 
  Leipzig and Frankfurt (Mar.)

(late Feb.) death of Ambrosia Sidney (b. c. 1564) leads to invitation to royal court of 
   her elder sister Mary

(early May) Philip Sidney at Antwerp; sails (31 May) from there to england
(Jun.) Robert Sidney matriculates from Christ Church, Oxford; Philip Sidney in  

  London and at court
(9–27 Jul.) Kenilworth royal entertainment, attended by Sir Henry and Lady Mary 

  Sidney and their daughter, Mary; Philip, Mary, Robert, Thomas, and their  
  mother also attend the queen at Woodstock (Sept.)

From Margaret P. Hannay, Michael G. Brennan, and Mary Ellen Lamb (eds), The Ashgate Research 
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xxxii

1575–78  Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Deputy of ireland

1576 (Jul.) Philip Sidney visits ireland; back in england by early nov.
(12 Oct.) death of Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian II; succeeded by his Catholic 

  son Rudolf
(1–7 nov.) Antwerp falls to Spanish mercenaries
(?)  birth of Robert Wroth (d. 1614), later husband of Mary Sidney (d. 1651)

1577 (16 Jan.) Philip Sidney meets John Dee, probably at Mortlake
(Feb.) preparations for Philip Sidney’s embassy to emperor Rudolf to offer  

  condolences on the death of his father
(Mar.–Jun.) Philip Sidney at Ostend, Brussels, Louvain, Heidelberg, nuremberg,  

  Prague, Frankfurt, Antwerp, Middelberg, and Bruges
(21 Apr.) Mary Sidney (d. 1621) marries Henry Herbert (d. 1601), second earl of 

Pembroke; wedding attended by her brother Robert, and henceforth 
the Sidneys are regular guests at the Herbert residences at Wilton and 
Baynard’s Castle, London

(17 nov.) Philip Sidney participates in Accession Day tilts as “Philisides,” and then  
  stays at Wilton House (Dec.)

1578 (21 Sept.) Robert Dudley, earl of Leicester, secretly marries Lettice Knollys Devereux  
  (d. 1634) with Sir Henry Sidney attending

1579 (Apr.) Robert Sidney sets out on his Continental travels
(17–27 Aug.) The French Duc d’Anjou visits england to pursue marriage negotiations  

  with Queen elizabeth; Philip Sidney’s tennis court quarrel with the earl of  
  Oxford (late Aug.)

1580 (8 Apr.) birth of William Herbert (d. 1630), later third earl of Pembroke; at his 

  christening (28 Apr.) the godparents are Queen elizabeth and the earls of  
  Leicester and Warwick; Philip Sidney is probably based at Wilton 

  House Apr.–Aug.

1581 (15 Jan.) Philip Sidney takes part in the “Callophisus Challenge”
(15/16 May) Philip Sidney takes part in The Four Foster Children of Desire
(nov.) Duc d’Anjou again in england for marriage negotiations; leaves in early 

  Feb. 1582 and dies in Jun. 1584

1582 (spring) Robert Sidney returns to england

1583 (13(?) Jan.) Philip Sidney knighted to enable him to stand proxy for Count Casimir at 
  his installation as a Knight of the garter

(spring) plans for Sir Philip Sidney to marry Frances, daughter of Sir Francis  
  Walsingham; marriage celebrated 21 Sept.

1584 (29 Jun.) assassination of the Prince of orange, leading to England’s involvement in the  
  Dutch wars

(23 Sept.) marriage of Robert Sidney and Barbara gamage (d. 1621), promoted by  
  Henry Herbert, second earl of Pembroke
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 CHRonoLoGy

xxxiii

(16 Oct.) birth of Philip Herbert (d. 1650), later fourth earl of Pembroke and  
  Montgomery, with Mary Dudley Sidney, Sir Philip and Robert Sidney 

  as godparents
(autumn) circulation of the libelous Leicester’s Commonwealth

1585 (26 Aug.) england to send forces to Low Countries, led by the earl of Leicester with 

  Sir Philip Sidney as Deputy and governor of Flushing
(early nov.?) birth of elizabeth (d. 1612), daughter of Sir Philip and Frances Sidney
(18 nov.) Sir Philip and Robert Sidney sail for Flushing

1586 (1 or 5 May) death of Sir Henry Sidney at Worcester
(9 Aug.) death of Lady Mary Dudley Sidney at London
(23 Sept.) Sir Philip Sidney wounded during a skirmish at Zutphen
(7 Oct.) Robert Sidney is knighted by his uncle, Robert Dudley, earl of Leicester,  

  for valor at Zutphen
(17 Oct.) death of Sir Philip Sidney

1586–1601 Henry Herbert, second earl of Pembroke and husband of Mary Sidney  
  Herbert, President of Wales

1587 (8 Feb.) execution of Mary Stuart
(16 Feb.) funeral of Sir Philip Sidney at St. Paul’s Cathedral, London
(18 Oct.) birth of Robert Sidney’s daughter, Mary (d. 1651), later Lady Mary Wroth;  

  her christening is probably held in the great Hall at Baynard’s Castle

1588 (16 Jul.) Sir Robert Sidney appointed governor of Flushing
(Aug.) Spanish Armada crisis; Robert Sidney joins the english forces at Tilbury, led  

  by his uncle, Robert Dudley, earl of Leicester, and is then dispatched on a  
  mission to King James Vi of Scotland to ensure Scotland’s support for  
  england against Spain

(23 Aug.) the stationer William Ponsonby is granted publication rights for the  
  Arcadia and Sidney’s translation of Du Bartas

(4 Sept.) death of Robert Dudley, earl of Leicester

1589 (1 Aug.) assassination of King Henri III of France

1589–1616 Robert Sidney serves as governor of Flushing

1590 (21 Feb.) death of Ambrose Dudley, earl of Warwick
(10/11 nov.) birth of William (d. 1612), eldest son of Sir Robert and Barbara Sidney
(?)  publication of The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia; probable year of marriage 

  of Frances Walsingham Sidney, widow of Sir Philip Sidney, to Robert  
  Devereux (1565–1601), second earl of essex

1591 (autumn) publication and “taking in” of Astrophil and Stella
(22 Dec.) marriage of Thomas Sidney to Margaret Dakins Devereux

1592 (?)  publication of the Countess of Pembroke’s translations of Duplessis- 
  Mornay’s A Discourse of Life and Death and garnier’s Antonius

From Margaret P. Hannay, Michael G. Brennan, and Mary Ellen Lamb (eds), The Ashgate Research 
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1593 (9 Mar.) William and Philip Herbert matriculate from new College, Oxford
(?)  publication of The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia, with Books i–iii from 

  1590 edition and iV–V from manuscript

1594 (Jan.–Apr.) Sir Robert Sidney sent on an embassy to King Henri iV of France
(?)  probable date of completion of the Sidney Psalter

1595 (26 Jul.) death of Thomas Sidney
(17 Sept.) beginning of the surviving correspondence of Rowland Whyte (whose  

  grandfather had been in the service of William Herbert, first earl of  
  Pembroke) to Sir Robert Sidney (until 28 Dec. 1602)

(1 Dec.) birth of Robert Sidney (1677), later second earl of Leicester, at Baynard’s  
  Castle

1596 (Apr.) Sir Robert Sidney meets with King Henri iV at Boulogne to discuss the 

  retaking of Calais from the Spanish
(19 Aug.) birth of Princess Elizabeth, daughter of James VI of Scotland and later Queen  

  of Bohemia
(?)  Marcus gheeraerts ii paints portrait of Barbara gamage Sidney and six of  

  her children

1597 (23/24 Jan.) Sir Robert Sidney serves with distinction at Siege of Turnhout; he then  
  unsuccessfully seeks the Wardenship of the Cinque Ports (Mar.), and later  
  a peerage and the post of Vice-Chamberlain (Oct.)

1598 (5 Mar.) Sir Philip Sidney’s daughter elizabeth marries Roger Manners, earl  
  of Rutland

(?)  birth of Dorothy Percy Sidney (d. 1659), later wife of Robert Sidney,  
  second earl of Leicester; publication of a “collected works” of Philip 

  Sidney, including The Countess of Pembroke’s Arcadia, Defence of Poetry, and  

  Astrophil and Stella
(5 Aug.) death of William Cecil, Lord Burghley 

1599 (Jul.) a proposed royal visit to Wilton House is cancelled; William Herbert  
  welcomed to court (2 Jul.) by Queen elizabeth

(c. 29 Sept.) birth of Lucy Percy (d. 1660), later Countess of Carlisle
(?)  pirated edition of Arcadia is printed in Scotland for Robert Waldegrave

1600 (19 nov.) birth of Prince Charles, later King Charles I
(?)  transcription of the Countess of Pembroke’s translation of Petrarch’s 

  Triumph of Death

1601 (19 Jan.) death of Henry Herbert, second earl of Pembroke
(Feb.) William Herbert, now third earl of Pembroke, refuses to marry Mary 

  Fitton, who bears him a stillborn child (Mar.)
(7/8 Feb.) rebellion led by Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex (executed 25 Feb.)

1602 (?)  Publication of the Dowager Countess of Pembroke’s “A Dialogue” in  
  Francis Davison’s Poetical Rhapsody
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1603 (24 Mar.) death of Queen Elizabeth and accession of King James VI of Scotland and I 
  of England

(13 May) Sir Robert Sidney created Baron Sidney of Penshurst; appointed Queen  
  Anne’s Chamberlain and Surveyor of Revenues (nov.); sent to Canterbury  
  to welcome the French ambassador (early Jun.)

(29/30  King James visits Wilton House on several occasions
  Aug.–Dec.) 
(?)  marriage of Frances Walsingham Sidney, widow of Sir Philip Sidney and 

  Robert Devereux, earl of essex, to Richard Burke (1572–1635), fourth earl  
  of Clanricarde

1604 (Jan.) William and Philip Herbert and Sir Robert Sidney prominent in court  
  entertainments

(27 Sept.) Mary Sidney marries Sir Robert Wroth at Penshurst
(4 nov.) William Herbert, third earl of Pembroke, marries Mary Talbot, daughter 

  of the earl of Shrewsbury, at Wilton House
(27 Dec.) Philip Herbert marries Susan de Vere, daughter of the earl of Oxford, 

  at london

1605 (4 May) Robert Sidney (d. 1626) created Viscount Lisle; Philip Herbert created 

  earl of Montgomery; Star Chamber rejects the claim on the estate of  
  Robert Dudley, earl of Leicester, made by his illegitimate son, 
  Robert(o) Dudley

(Aug.) Robert Sidney’s vessel to Flushing blown off course and forced to moor at  
  gravelines (then under Spanish control)

(5 nov.) discovery of the Gunpowder Plot

1606 (Jun.–Jul.) visit to England of Queen Anne’s brother, King Christian IV of Denmark

1607 (27 Feb.) Robert Sidney (d. 1677) matriculates with his brother William (d. 1612) 
  from Christ Church, Oxford
1608 (Jan.) Rowland Whyte describes the harsh winter conditions at Baynard’s  
  Castle, London

1609  plantation of Ulster by English Protestants

1610 (Jan.) Prince Henry’s Barriers, involving William and Philip Herbert
(14 May) assassination of King Henri IV of France and accession of King Louis XIII
(2–5 Jun.) investiture of Prince Henry as Prince of Wales; Robert Sidney (d. 1677) created  

  a Knight of the Bath

1611 (?)  publication of King James Bible
(?)  Ben Jonson resident at Penshurst

1612 (24 May) death of Robert Cecil, Earl of Salisbury
(6 nov.) death of Prince Henry; Sidney family deaths in 1612 include Roger Manners, 

  earl of Rutland (26 Jun.); elizabeth Sidney Manners, Countess of Rutland  
  (c. 1 Sept.); Sir Henry Sidney of Walsingham (2 nov.), and William Sidney  
  (3 Dec.), eldest son of Robert Sidney, Viscount Lisle
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1613 (14 Feb.) marriage of Princess Elizabeth to Frederick V, Elector Palatine
(Apr.–Aug.) Robert Sidney, Viscount Lisle, escorts Princess elizabeth to germany;  

  travels home with his son Robert (d. 1677), who is then commanding a 

  military company at Flushing

1614 (Feb.) birth of Lady Mary Wroth’s only legitimate son, James (d. 1616)
(14 Mar.) death of Sir Robert Wroth
(25 Jun.) Mary Sidney Herbert, Dowager Countess of Pembroke, arrives at Flushing,  

  and probably remains abroad until Dec. 1616

1615 (17 Oct.) arrest of Robert Carr, earl of Somerset, and his wife, Frances Howard, on  
  suspicion of the murder of Sir Thomas Overbury

(23 Dec.) William Herbert, third earl of Pembroke, appointed Lord Chamberlain

1616 (early) Robert Sidney (d. 1677) marries Dorothy Percy (1598–1659), daughter of 
  the earl of northumberland; the Sidneys’ neighbor, Lady Anne Clifford,  
  notes in her diary (Feb. 1616) that their union is “openly known” to their  
  family circle; it does not become public knowledge until Mar. 1617

(23 Apr.) death of William Shakespeare
(6/7 May) Robert Sidney, Viscount Lisle, created a Knight of the garter
(30 May) Robert Sidney, Viscount Lisle, accompanied by his son Robert, formally 

  hands over Flushing to the Dutch
(5 Jul.) death of James Wroth, son of Mary Sidney Wroth
(late?) Mary Sidney Herbert, Dowager Countess of Pembroke, arrives back in  

  england and receives by royal grant a life interest in Houghton Park,  
  Bedfordshire, where she builds herself a new mansion

1617 (5 Jan.) George Villiers created Earl of Buckingham
(5 Oct.) baptism of Dorothy Sidney (d. 1684), later Countess of Sunderland, the  

  first child of Robert and Barbara Sidney
(6 nov.) marriage of Lucy Percy (d. 1660) and James Hay (d. 1636), later earl  

  of Carlisle

1618 (1 Jan.) George Villiers created Marquis of Buckingham
(13 May) Defenestration of Prague, leading to initiation of the Thirty years’ War
(2 Aug.) in a public ceremony, Robert Sidney (d. 1626) created first earl of  

  Leicester (after a private ceremony on 22 Jul.); Robert Sidney (d. 1677)  
  succeeds his father as Viscount Lisle

1619 (10 Jan.) birth of Philip Sidney (d. 1698), son of Robert and Dorothy Sidney, later  
  third earl of Leicester

(3 Apr.) marriage of Barbara Sidney (1599–1644) and Thomas Smythe (c.1599–1635), 
  later Viscount Strangford

(13 May) Robert Sidney, earl of Leicester, Mary Sidney Herbert, Dowager Countess 

  of Pembroke, Dorothy Percy Sidney, Mary Sidney Wroth, and Philippa  
  Sidney Hobart attend the funeral of Queen Anne (d. 2 Mar.), as do most of  
  their male relatives

(4 nov.) Frederick Elector Palatine and Princess Elizabeth crowned King and Queen  
  of Bohemia
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1619/20(?) probable date of Lady Mary Wroth’s Love’s Victory

1620 (Aug.) Pilgrim Fathers sail in Mayflower for America
(8 nov.) Battle of the White Mountain; Frederick and Elizabeth lose Bohemia

1621 (21 Feb.) christening of Philip Herbert (d. 1669), later fifth earl of Pembroke
(24(?) May) death of Barbara gamage Sidney, Countess of Leicester; buried at  

  Penshurst (26 May)
(25 Sept.) Mary Sidney Herbert, Dowager Countess of Pembroke, dies from  

  smallpox at her house in Aldergate Street, London; funeral at St. Paul’s  
  and burial at Salisbury Cathedral

(?)  publication of Lady Mary Wroth’s The Countess of Montgomery’s Urania  

  and poems Pamphilia to Amphilanthus; denounced by edward Denny

1623 (14/15 Jan.) birth of Algernon Sidney (executed 1683), son of Robert and Dorothy Sidney
(18 May) george Villiers created Duke of Buckingham
(May) Robert Sidney, first earl of Leicester, transfers the Penshurst  estate to his  

  eldest son, Robert, later second earl of Leicester
(?)  First Folio of Shakespeare’s plays dedicated to William Herbert, third earl 

  of Pembroke, and Philip Herbert, earl of Montgomery

1624? (spring) birth of William and Katherine, illegitimate children of William Herbert,  
  third earl of Pembroke, and Lady Mary Wroth

(nov.) marriage agreed between Prince Charles and the French Princess Henrietta Maria

1625 (27 Mar.) death of King James I and accession of King Charles I; plague begins to spread  
  across London and southern England

(1 May) King Charles I marries (by proxy) Henrietta Maria, daughter of King Henri IV  
  of France

(18 June) King Charles I’s First Parliament (18 Jun.–11 Jul., 1–12 Aug.); beginnings of war 
  with Spain and disastrous English expedition to Cadiz (Oct.)

(Oct.) King Charles i and Queen Henrietta Maria visit Wilton House
(30 nov.) Treaty of The Hague, under which England, the Palatinate, and the United 

  Provinces form an alliance with King Christian IV of Denmark

1626 (2 Feb.) coronation of King Charles I (delayed from Jan. due to plague)
(23 Feb.) impeachment of George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, begins
(25 Apr.) Robert Sidney, first earl of Leicester, marries Sarah Blount Smythe (d. 1655),  

  widow of Sir Thomas Smythe
(15 Jun.) King Charles I dissolves Parliament and refuses to dismiss Buckingham
(13 Jul.) death of Robert Sidney, first earl of Leicester; buried at Penshurst on  

  16 Jul.; succeeded by his son, Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester
(Aug.) William Herbert, third earl of Pembroke, appointed Lord Steward; his  

  brother Philip, earl of Montgomery, appointed Lord Chamberlain
(19 Sept.) christening of Robert Sidney (d. 1668), son of Robert and Barbara Sidney
(Oct.) King Charles i visits Wilton House

1627 (Jul.) expedition to La Rochelle and the isle of Rhé under Duke of Buckingham; the 
  remnants of his defeated forces return to England (Oct.)
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1628 (7 Jun.) King Charles I accepts the Petition of Right, denying him the option of making 
  forced loans and imprisonment at his personal command

(23 Aug.) assassination of Duke of Buckingham
(18 Oct.) fall of La Rochelle to King Louis XIII of France

1628–29  King Charles I’s Third Parliament (17 Mar.–26 Jun. 1628, 20 Jan.–10 Mar. 1629)

1629 (Jan.) death of Susan Vere, the first wife of Philip Herbert, earl of Montgomery
(10 Mar.) King Charles I dissolves Parliament and begins eleven years of personal rule
(Apr.) peace with France through the Treaty of Susa

1630 (10 Apr.) death of William Herbert, third earl of Pembroke
(29 May) birth of Prince Charles, later King Charles II (d. 1685)
(3 Jun.) Philip Herbert, fourth earl of Pembroke, marries Lady Anne Clifford,  

  widow of Richard Sackville, earl of Dorset, and daughter of george  
  Clifford, earl of Cumberland; this union effectively breaks down in 1634

(5 nov.) peace with Spain through the Treaty of Madrid

1631 (17 Feb.) funeral of Frances Walsingham/Sidney/Devereux/Burke, Countess of  
  essex and Clanricarde, widow of Sir Philip Sidney and Robert Devereux,  
  earl of essex

1632 (Jan.) Viscount Wentworth appointed Lord Deputy of Ireland
     (Sept.–nov.) embassy of Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, to Denmark,             
     accompanied by his sons, Philip and Algernon

(late?) Van Dyck commissioned to paint a series of Sidney and related  
  family portraits

1633 (6 Aug.) William Laud appointed Archbishop of Canterbury
(14 Oct.) birth of Prince James, later King James II (d. 1701)

1635 (15 Mar.) Archbishop Laud appointed as First Lord of the Treasury
(9 May) France declares war on Spain

1636 (Apr.) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, appointed ambassador  
  extraordinary to France; leaves england on 7 May, accompanied by his 

  sons, Philip and Algernon; arrives in Jun. and serves there until May 1641;  
  his wife, Dorothy Percy Sidney, manages the Penshurst estate and the  
  building of their London residence during his absences abroad

1637 (5 Feb.) Ferdinand III succeeds as Holy Roman Emperor after death of Ferdinand II

1638 (1 Mar.) Scottish National Covenant signed at Edinburgh

1639 (Feb.) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, temporarily recalled from France  
  (returned in Aug.) and sworn a Privy Councillor on 5 May. He is  
  accompanied in France by his wife Dorothy Percy Sidney, Countess of 
  Leicester, between Sept. 1639 and Oct. 1641

(11 Jul.) Dorothy Sidney (1617–84) marries Henry Spencer (1620–43), later  
  earl of Sunderland, at Penshurst
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1640  King Charles I’s “Short Parliament” (13 Apr.–5 May)
  King Charles I’s “Long Parliament” begins (30 Nov. 1640–20 Apr. 1653)

1641 (May) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, and his sons, Philip and Algernon, 
  recalled to england

(spring?) birth of Henry Sidney (d. 1704), son of Robert and Dorothy Sidney, later  
  earl of Romney

(14 Jun.) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, appointed Lord Lieutenant of 
  ireland (but he never travels there)

(Jul.) Philip Herbert, fourth earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, resigns as 

  Lord Chamberlain
(Aug.) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, briefly returns to France until  

  early Oct.
(5 Sept.) birth of Robert Spencer (d. 1702), son of Dorothy Sidney Spencer (d. 1684),  

  later second earl of Sunderland
(Oct.) rebellion in Ireland

1642 (4 Jan.) King Charles I attempts to arrest the “five members” of Parliament and leaves 
  London; Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, attempts to cross to  
  ireland, but is recalled by the king

(Apr.) Philip and Algernon Sidney arrive in ireland
(May–Jun.) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, serves as temporary Speaker of  

  the House of Lords and is appointed Lord Lieutenant for Kent (replaced  
  in Aug.)

(Jun.–Jul.) King Charles I issues Commissions of Array, and the navy declares for Parliament
(Oct.) Battle of Edgehill (indecisive)
(nov.) royalist forces advance to Turnham Green (parliamentarian victory)
(Dec.) formation of the Eastern Association, a parliamentarian army drawn from forces  

  in the east of England; commanded by Edward Montagu, second Earl of  
  Manchester, and including an elite cavalry troop led by oliver Cromwell  
  (disbanded in early 1645 and incorporated into the New Model Army)

1643 (Jan.) Philip Herbert, fourth earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, is one of the  
  parliamentary commissioners sent to Oxford to offer peace propositions  
  to King Charles i

(14 May) death of King Louis XIII and accession of King Louis XIV of France
(22 Jun.) Philip and Algernon Sidney leave ireland
(15 Sept.) English royalists agree to a ceasefire in Ireland
(20 Sept.) death of Henry Spencer (b. 1620), first earl of Sunderland, at the Battle of  

  newbury (indecisive)
(26 Sept.) Penshurst sequestered by the Kent County Committee
(nov.) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, replaced as Lord Lieutenant of  

  ireland by earl of Ormond; the Scots agree to send an army to assist Parliament

1644 (Jan.) royalist Parliament summoned at Oxford; Scottish army crosses into England to  
  assist the Long Parliament

(15 Apr.) Algernon Sidney appointed colonel of a parliamentarian regiment of horse
(Jun.) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, leaves royalist Oxford and retires  

  to Penshurst
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(2 Jul.) Algernon Sidney serves as a parliamentarian cavalry officer at the Battle  
  of Marston Moor (parliamentarian victory)

(Aug.) Battle of Lostwithiel (royalist victory)
(Oct.) second Battle of Newbury (indecisive)

1645 (Jan.–Feb.) Uxbridge peace negotiations between king and Parliament fail; Archbishop Laud  
  executed (10 Jan.)

(15 Feb.) creation by Parliament of new Model Army
(18 Mar.) Algernon Sidney appointed colonel in cavalry regiment of the new Model  

  Army and governor of Chichester (10 May)
(19 May) marriage of Philip Sidney (1619–98), later third earl of Leicester, and  

  Catherine Cecil (d. 1652)
(Jun.) Battle of Naseby (parliamentarian victory)

1646 (21 Jan.) Algernon Sidney elected MP for Cardiff
(May) surrender of King Charles I to Scots
(Jun.) Oxford surrenders to Parliament; end of the First Civil War
(18 nov.) Philip Sidney, Viscount Lisle, appointed Lieutenant governor of ireland;  

  Algernon Sidney appointed governor of Dublin Castle

1647 (Jan.) Scots hand King Charles I over to Parliament
(1 Feb.) Philip and Algernon Sidney return to ireland, but both soon lose their 

  posts there
(Jun.) King Charles I seized by the army
(nov.) King Charles I escapes and flees to the Isle of Wight; Algernon Sidney is  

  involved in the negotiations with the king
(Dec.) King Charles I’s “engagement” with the Scots is agreed, restoring Presbyterianism 

  and abolishing episcopacy in Scotland; in return, the Scots agree to support the  
  king’s restoration

1648  Second Civil War
   (Apr.–Aug.)

(Jun.) Algernon Sidney appointed governor of Dover Castle (until May 1651)
(Jul.) Scottish invasion of England on behalf of King Charles I
(Aug.) Battle of Preston; defeat of the Scots; end of Second Civil War
(Sept.) Treaty of Newport; negotiations between the king and Parliament continue
(Dec.) Colonel Pride’s Purge of Parliament

  Peace of Westphalia (a series of treaties signed during 1648) brings the end of the 
  Thirty years’ War

1649 (30 Jan.) execution of King Charles I; described by Algernon Sidney as “the justest  
  and bravest act … that ever was done in england or anywhere” (BL Add.  
  MS 32680/9–10); watched from a nearby window by Philip Herbert, fourth 

  earl of Pembroke and Montgomery
(14 Feb.) Council of State set up (dissolved 20 Apr. 1653), with Philip Herbert, fourth 

  earl of Pembroke and Montgomery, as one of its five peers; Charles II  
  declared king in Edinburgh

(14 Mar.) death at Leicester House of Harry Spencer (b. 1643), son of Dorothy 

  Sidney Spencer, Countess of Sunderland
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(15 Mar.) Lucy Percy Hay, Countess of Carlisle and sister of Dorothy Percy Sidney,  
  Countess of Leicester, imprisoned in the Tower of London (released  
  1 Oct. 1650)

(16 Mar.) kingship abolished
(9 Apr.) birth of Prince James (illegitimate), later Duke of Monmouth
(May) England declared a free commonwealth
(14 Jun.) two of the royal children, Prince Henry, Duke of gloucester, and Princess  

  elizabeth, are lodged at Penshurst (until 9 Aug. 1650) having previously 

  been in the charge of Algernon Percy, tenth earl of northumberland
(Dec.) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, accepts wardship of his nephew,  

  Philip Smythe, Viscount Strangford
(?)  birth of Robert Sidney (d. 1702), later Viscount Lisle and fourth earl  

  of Leicester

1650 (23 Jan.) death of Philip Herbert, fourth earl of Pembroke and Montgomery
(22 Aug.) marriage at Penshurst of isabella Sidney (b. 1634), daughter of Robert and  

  Dorothy Sidney, to her cousin Philip Smythe, Viscount Strangford

1651 (Jan.) Charles II crowned King of Scots at Scone
(Mar.?) death of Lady Mary Wroth
(Aug.) Oliver Cromwell captures Perth, and Stirling Castle surrenders to the English;  

  Scottish army crosses into England
(3 Sept.) Battle of Worcester; defeat of Charles II, leading to his flight to France (Oct.)
(1 Dec.) Philip Herbert, fifth earl of Pembroke, elected to the Council of State

1652 (Jan.) the “Countess of Leicester’s Case,” concerning Princess elizabeth’s jewels
(May) war breaks out between England and the United Provinces over trade disputes;  

  Battle of the Downs
(8 Jul.) Dorothy Sidney Spencer, Countess of Sunderland, marries Robert Smythe  

  at Penshurst
(18 Aug.) death of Catherine Cecil Sidney, wife of Philip Sidney (1619–98), later  

  third earl of Leicester, triggers a bitter and long-running quarrel with his  
  father over his allowances; in December he strikes his father during  
  an argument

(nov.) Algernon Sidney elected to Council of State

1653 (20 Apr.) Long Parliament dissolved
(29 Apr.) another Council of State set up; Philip Sidney, later third earl of Leicester,  

  serves as its president
(4 Jul.) Little (or “Barebones”) Parliament (dissolved 12 Dec.)
(28 Sept.) Philip Smythe, Viscount Strangford, revokes Robert Sidney’s title to his  

  guardianship and institutes legal proceedings against him
(16 Dec.) oliver Cromwell invested as Lord Protector

1654–59  the Parliaments of the Protectorate (3 Sept. 1654–22 Jan. 1655, 17 Sept. 1656– 
  26 Jun. 1657, 27 Jan.–22 Apr. 1659)

1654 (Apr.) Union of Scotland and England formally proclaimed; peace agreed with the  
  United Provinces
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1655 (Mar.) royalist uprising in Wiltshire suppressed
(May) rebellion in Scotland ended; Cromwell’s expedition to the West Indies and the 

  capture of Jamaica

1656 (Jun.) Philip Sidney, later third earl of Leicester, prominent in the ceremony 

  marking the second installation of Oliver Cromwell as Protector

1657 (Mar.) offensive alliance between England and France against Spain

1658 (Feb.) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, planning to live apart from his  
  wife Dorothy, but she falls terminally ill

(Jun.) English forces defeat Spanish army, and Dunkirk is handed over to England
(3 Sept.) death of Oliver Cromwell; succeeded by his son, Richard Cromwell

1658–64  Henry Sidney, later earl of Romney, and his nephew, Robert Spencer,  
  later earl of Sunderland, travel on the Continent, with only brief visits 

  back to england

1659  “Rump” Parliament begins (7 May–13 Oct., 26 Dec. 1659–16 Mar. 1660)
(24 May) Richard Cromwell abdicates as Lord Protector
(10 Jul.) Dorothy Percy Sidney, Countess of Leicester, makes her will
(20 Jul.) Algernon Sidney arrives in elsinore, Denmark, on official embassy
(20 Aug.) death of Dorothy Percy Sidney, Countess of Leicester; buried 23 Aug.  

  at Penshurst

1660 (29 May) accession of King Charles II; Algernon Sidney remains abroad, living at  
  Hamburg and then in italy (until c. 1663), then geneva, Brussels, the 

  United Provinces, Rotterdam, and Montpellier; he also travels widely in 

  France during the 1670s, and finally retires to nérac in gascony
  Convention Parliament (25 Apr.–13 Sept., 6 Nov.–29 Dec. 1660)

(31 May) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, named as a Privy Councillor
(Oct.) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, retires to Penshurst because of ill  

  health; his son, Philip, formerly a prominent supporter of Cromwell, is  
  granted a pardon under the great Seal (30 Oct.)

(5 nov.) death of Lucy Percy Hay, Countess of Carlisle

1661 (23 Apr.) Coronation of King Charles II; Philip Herbert, fifth earl of Pembroke, carries  
  the spurs (as his father had done at coronation of King Charles i)

(31 May) Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, named as a Privy Councillor; but  
  soon claims ill health and withdraws to Penshurst

1662 (21 May) King Charles II marries Catherine of Braganza

1665 (?)  Robert Spencer, second earl of Sunderland, marries Anne, daughter of  
  george Digby, earl of Bristol, and takes up residence at his family  
  seat, Althorp

1666 (2 Sept.) Great Fire of London, which largely destroys Baynard’s Castle

1669 (11 Dec.) death of Philip Herbert, fifth earl of Pembroke
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1674 (1 Aug.) death of William Herbert (b. 1640), sixth earl of Pembroke

1675 (Jul.) Henry Sidney purchases the position at court of Master of the Robes

1676 (?)  birth of Philip Sidney (d. 1705), later Viscount Lisle and fifth earl 
  of Leicester

1677 (early Sept.) Algernon Sidney returns to england to visit his ailing father
(2 nov.) death of Robert Sidney, second earl of Leicester, succeeded by his son, 

  Philip (d. 1698), as third earl
(4 nov.) Mary Stuart marries William of Orange (grandson of King Charles I)

1678 (May) Henry Sidney, later earl of Romney, leads as colonel an infantry regiment  
  to Flanders and begins long friendship with William, Prince of Orange

(Sept.) discovery of the “Popish Plot” to murder King Charles II

1679–81  Exclusion Crisis, seeking to exclude Charles II’s Catholic brother James, Duke of 
  york, from the English throne

1680 (18 Aug.) William Herbert, seventh earl of Pembroke, kills an officer of the watch;  
  found guilty of murder (21 Jun. 1681), but granted a royal pardon

(?)  birth of John Sidney (d. 1737), later Viscount Lisle and sixth earl of Leicester

1682  birth of Jocelyn Sidney (d. 1743), later Viscount Lisle and seventh earl  
  of Leicester

1683 (29 Aug.) death of Philip Herbert (b. 1653), seventh earl of Pembroke; buried  
  at Salisbury Cathedral (10 Sept.); succeeded by his younger brother,  
  Thomas Herbert (1656/57–1733), as eighth earl of Pembroke, who later  
  enjoys an illustrious political career serving King William iii as First Lord 

  of the Admiralty, Lord Privy Seal, and Lord President of the Council
(7 Dec.) execution of Algernon Sidney for complicity in Rye House Conspiracy;  

  his brother Henry Sidney is allowed to arrange for his funeral at Penshurst  
  and to claim his estate

1685 (6 Feb.) death of King Charles II and accession of King James II (d. 1701)
(15 Jul.) execution of James, Duke of Monmouth; Robert Spencer, second earl of 

  Sunderland, presides over the brutal legal suppression of this rebellion
(nov.) Henry Sidney leaves for the Continent and travels abroad during the  

  next two years, remaining close to William, Prince of Orange, as he decides  
  to take the english throne

1688 (10 Jun.) birth of Prince James (d. 1766), the “Old Pretender,” son of King James ii  
  and Queen Mary of Modena

(30 Jun.) a letter, perhaps drafted by Henry Sidney and signed by him and six  
  others, invites William, Prince of Orange, to take the english throne;  
  Henry Sidney meets the Prince at Aix-la-Chapelle (Aug.)

(5 nov.) William of Orange lands at Torbay, accompanied by Henry Sidney; Robert  
  Spencer, second earl of Sunderland, flees first to France and then Rotterdam

(11 Dec.) King James II flees from England
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1689 (13 Feb.) accession of King William III and Queen Mary II supported by Henry Sidney,  
  later Earl of Romney

(9 Apr.) coronation of King William III; Henry Sidney created Baron Milton and  
  Viscount Sidney of Sheppey; then appointed a Privy Councillor, First  
  gentleman of the Bedchamber, Lord Lieutenant of Kent, Warden of the  
  Cinque Ports, and Constable of Dover Castle

1690 (Apr.) Robert Spencer, second earl of Sunderland, and his wife return to england 

  and retire to their Althorp estate
(1 Jul.) King William III defeats James II at the Battle of the Boyne; Henry Sidney 

  serves with distinction in this conflict and during the Siege of 
  Limerick (Aug.–Sept.)

1691 (May) Henry Sidney named as overall commander of all foot regiments during  
  the king’s absence in Flanders

1692 (Mar.) Henry Sidney appointed Lord Lieutenant of ireland; arrives in Aug. and  
  is recalled in late spring 1693

1693 (28 Jul.) Henry Sidney appointed Master-general of the Ordnance

1694 (14 May) Henry Sidney (1641–1704) promoted to Lieutenant-general and created  
  earl of Romney

(28 Dec.) death of Queen Mary II

1697 (19 Apr.) Robert Spencer, second earl of Sunderland, appointed as Lord Chamberlain
(22 Apr.) Henry Sidney and Robert Spencer both named among the justices to 

  govern the country during the king’s absences abroad

1701 (12 Jun.) Act of Settlement establishes right of the House of Hanover to the English throne
(6 Sept.) death of King James II

1702 (8 Mar.) death of King William III and accession of Queen Anne (d. 1714)
(28 Sept.) death of Robert Spencer, second earl of Sunderland

1704 (8 Apr.) death of Henry Sidney, earl of Romney, son of Robert and Dorothy Sidney
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