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TheȱSidneysȱandȱtheȱContinentǱȱ 
TheȱStuartȱPeriod

MichaelȱgǯȱBrennan

TheȱSidneysȂȱ involvementȱ inȱContinentalȱ aěairsȱduringȱ theȱ seventeenthȱ centuryȱ throughȱ
diplomacyǰȱadministrativeȱappointmentsǰȱandȱpersonalȱtravelȱisȱcentralȱtoȱanȱunderstandingȱ
ofȱtheirȱpublicȱprestigeȱandȱfamilyȱlivesǯȱButȱwhileȱtheirȱcourtȱstatusȱwasȱfrequentlyȱenhancedȱ
byȱonerousȱdutiesȱabroadǰȱtheȱimpactȱofȱtheseȱcommitmentsȱonȱtheirȱfamilyȱlivesǰȱespeciallyȱ
inȱtermsȱofȱtheirȱexpenseȱandȱaȱdebilitatingȱsenseȱofȱbeingȱexiledȱfromȱhomeȱandȱlovedȱonesǰȱ
wasȱimmenseǯȱTheȱremarkableȱwealthȱandȱrangeȱofȱtheȱSidneysȂȱfamilyȱarchiveǰȱpublishedȱ
writingsǰȱandȱotherȱsurvivingȱdocumentsȱmakesȱtheȱnarrativeȱofȱtheirȱexperiencesȱfromȱtheȱ
accessionȱofȱJamesȱiȱinȱŗŜŖřȱuntilȱtheȱdeathȱofȱWilliamȱiiiȱinȱŗŝŖŘȱwellȱworthȱexploringȯandȱ
atȱtimesȱredeęningȯfromȱtheȱspecięcȱperspectiveȱofȱtheirȱContinentalȱactivitiesǯ

Robert Sidney, First Earl of Leicester

TheȱnewȱreignȱbeganȱpromisinglyȱforȱRobertȱSidneyȱǻillustrationsȱŗřǰȱŗŚǰȱandȱŗśǼȱasȱheȱhadȱ
personallyȱknownȱKingȱJamesȱViȱofȱScotlandȱsinceȱŗśŞŞǯȱOnȱŚȱMayȱŗŜŖřȱheȱwasȱraisedȱtoȱ
theȱrankȱofȱViscountȱLisleǰȱfollowedȱbyȱhisȱappointmentȱonȱŗřȱMayȱasȱQueenȱAnneȂsȱLordȱ
ChamberlainǯȱgivenȱhisȱproductiveȱdealingsȱwithȱKingȱHenriȱiVȱduringȱtheȱlastȱdecadeȱofȱ
elizabethȂsȱreignǰȱRobertȱwasȱaȱ logicalȱchoiceȱtoȱbeȱsentȱ inȱearlyȱJuneȱŗŜŖřȱtoȱCanterburyȱ
formallyȱtoȱwelcomeȱtoȱenglandȱtheȱFrenchȱambassadorǰȱMaximilienȱdeȱBéthuneǰȱMarquisȱ
deȱRosnyǰȱwhomȱheȱhadȱknownȱsinceȱŗśşřǯȱitȱseemsȱthatȱheȱtookȱthisȱopportunityȱtoȱdiscussȱ
withȱhimȱtheȱneedȱtoȱreinforceȱtheȱFlushingȱgarrisonǯȱCertainlyǰȱwhenȱRosnyȂsȱbrotherȬinȬ
lawǰȱAndréȱdeȱCocheęletǰȱBaronȱdeȱVaucelasǰȱwasȱpassingȱ throughȱFlushingȱ inȱmidȬJulyǰȱ
SidneyȂsȱdeputyȱgovernorǰȱSirȱWilliamȱBrowneǰȱinvitedȱhimȱtoȱdinnerȱandȱthenȱdulyȱreportedȱ
theirȱdiscussionsȱaboutȱtheȱgarrisonȱbackȱtoȱSidneyǯȱVaucelasȱhadȱbeenȱusedȱinȱmidȬJuneȱtoȱ
deliverȱsomeȱcorrespondenceȱfromȱHenriȱiVȱtoȱQueenȱAnneǰȱandȱBrowneȱalsoȱreportedȱonȱ
ŗŝȱJulyȱŗŜŖřȱFrenchȱanxietiesȱoverȱtheȱstrongȱContinentalȱsympathiesȱofȱtheȱnewȱkingȱandȱ
queenȱofȱenglandǱ

HeȱdiscoursedȱsomewhatȱfreelyȱinȱprivateȱandȱtoldȱmeȱǳȱthatȱourȱQueenȱwasȱ
veryȱgoodlyȱ andȱbeautifulȱ ladyȱ andȱ thatȱheȱmetȱherȱbeyondȱnorthamptonȱ
butȱthatȱheȱfearedȱthatȱsheȱwouldȱbeȱinducedȱtoȱprocureȱourȱKingȱtoȱpeaceȱ
withȱSpainȱandȱthatǰȱasȱheȱsaidǰȱhaplyȱbyȱsomeȱpropositionsȱǽwhichǾȱmightȱbeȱ
madeȱforȱsomeȱallianceȱofȱherȱchildrenǯȱiȱtoldȱhimȱthatȱiȱhopeȱtheȱcontraryȱǳǯȱ 
ǻHMCȱDe L�Isle and DudleyȱřǱŚŗȮŘǲȱHayȱŗŚśǰȱŘŗŝǼ
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THE ASHGATE RESEARCH COMPANION TO THE SIDNEYS, 1500�1700: VOLUME 1

ŘŘŚ

RobertȱSidneyȱhadȱbeenȱappointedȱasȱsuccessorȱtoȱhisȱeldestȱbrotherȱPhilipȱasȱgovernorȱofȱ
FlushingȱinȱŗśŞşǰȱandȱregardedȱthisȱarduousȱpostingȱasȱaȱpersonalȱexileȱfromȱtheȱenglishȱ
courtǯȱ inȱ aȱ leĴerȱ toȱ theȱ earlȱ ofȱ essexȱ datedȱ ŘŚȱMayȱ ŗśşŝȱ Sidneyȱ hadȱ biĴerlyȱ lamentedǱȱ 
ȃiȱseeȱFlushingȱmustȱbeȱtheȱgraveȱofȱmyȱyouthȱandȱiȱfearȱofȱmyȱfortuneǯȄȱButȱunderȱJamesȱiȱitȱ
becameȱmuchȱeasierȱforȱhimȱtoȱperformȱtheseȱdutiesȱasȱanȱabsenteeȱoĜceȬholderǰȱespeciallyȱ
afterȱhisȱappointmentȱasȱLordȱChamberlainȱofȱQueenȱAnneȂsȱhouseholdȱandȱSurveyorȱofȱtheȱ
QueenȂsȱRevenuesȱandȱhisȱnominationȱinȱJulyȱŗŜŖŚȱasȱaȱmemberȱofȱherȱcouncilǰȱsinceȱtheseȱ
postsȱrequiredȱhisȱregularȱaĴendanceȱatȱcourtȱǻHMCȱSalisburyȱŝǱŘŗŖȮŗŗǲȱLevinǰȱCarneyǰȱandȱ
BarreĴȬgravesȱřŖȮřŞǲȱShephardǼǯ

neverthelessǰȱSidneyȂsȱjourneysȱtoȱandȱfromȱFlushingȱremainedȱfraughtȱwithȱunexpectedȱ
dangersǯȱinȱAugustȱŗŜŖśǰȱforȱexampleǰȱhisȱvesselȱwasȱblownȱoěȱcourseȱinȱaȱstormȱandȱwasȱ
obligedȱ toȱ makeȱ anȱ emergencyȱ landingȱ atȱ gravelinesǰȱ thenȱ underȱ controlȱ ofȱ aȱ Spanishȱ
governorǰȱArchdukeȱAlbertǰȱfromȱwhereȱheȱhastilyȱcontinuedȱhisȱjourneyȱoverlandǰȱcrossingȱ
throughȱ SpanishȬheldȱ Flandersȱ andȱ Brabantȱ onȱ hisȱ wayȱ toȱ Flushingǯȱ Rumorsǰȱ certainlyȱ
falseǰȱ immediatelyȱbeganȱ toȱ circulateȱ atȱ theȱenglishȱ courtǰȱ suggestingȱ thatȱhisȱ landingȱatȱ
gravelinesȱhadȱbeenȱdeliberateȱandȱpartȱofȱaȱsecretȱmissionȱtoȱnegotiateȱtheȱhandingȱoverȱ
ofȱFlushingȱtoȱtheȱSpanishǯȱTheȱVenetianȱambassadorȱreportedȱonȱŗŚȱSeptemberȱthatȱKingȱ
Jamesȱhadȱ respondedȱbyȱ issuingȱaȱperemptoryȱorderȱ forȱSidneyȱ toȱ returnȱhomeȱwithoutȱ
delayǰȱimplyingȱthatȱheȱwouldȱbeȱdeemedȱaȱtraitorǰȱhisȱestatesȱconęscatedǰȱandȱunderȱthreatȱ
ofȱexecutionȱifȱheȱfailedȱtoȱobeyȱǻCSPVȱŗŜŖřȮŖŝȱŘŝŗǼǯȱinȱfactǰȱtheȱPrivyȱCouncilȱhadȱissuedȱaȱ
moreȱtemperatelyȱphrasedȱsummonsǰȱandȱSidneyȱwasȱobligedȱtoȱwriteȱtoȱKingȱJamesȱandȱ
toȱ solicitȱ theȱ supportȱ ofȱ theȱ earlȱ ofȱ Salisburyȱ soȱ thatȱ heȱ couldȱ conclusivelyȱ establishȱ hisȱ
innocenceǯȱAlthoughȱheȱwasȱeventuallyȱableȱtoȱclearȱhisȱnameǰȱthisȱmisadventureȱmayȱwellȱ
haveȱcostȱhimȱaȱseatȱonȱtheȱPrivyȱCouncilȱǻHMCȱSalisburyȱŗŝǱřŞŖǰȱřşŖȮşŚǰȱŚŖřȮŚǰȱŚŗřȮŗŜǼǯȱitȱ
wasȱalsoȱdamagingȱtoȱhisȱburgeoningȱreputationȱasȱContinentalȱadministratorȱandȱdiplomatǰȱ
asȱJohnȱChamberlainȂsȱmockingȱcommentȱtoȱRalphȱWinwoodȱonȱŘśȱOctoberȱmakesȱclearǱȱ 
ȃiȱdoubtȱnotȱbutȱyouȱhaveȱheardȱhowȱViscountȱLisleȱwasȱcalledȱcoramȱforȱhisȱabsurdȱjourneyȱ
byȱFlandersȱtoȱFlushingǲȱandȱhowȱheȱwasȱfainȱtoȱcryȱpeccaviȱandȱconfessȱhisȱerrorȄȱǻŗǱŘŖşǲȱ
HayȱŘŗřȮŗśǼǯ

inȱ lateȱ Juneȱ ŗŜŖŜȱQueenȱAnneȂsȱbrotherǰȱChristianȱ iVȱofȱDenmarkȱ ǻŗśŝŝȮŗŜŚŞǼǰȱmadeȱ
anȱoĜcialȱstateȱvisitȱtoȱenglandǰȱandȱasȱtheȱqueenȂsȱLordȱChamberlainǰȱRobertȱSidneyȱwasȱ
personallyȱinvolvedȱinȱtheȱarrangementsǯȱTheȱDanishȱkingǰȱthenȱagedȱtwentyȬnineǰȱandȱhisȱ
entourageȱ provedȱ aȱ bibulouslyȱ riotousȱ assemblyǰȱ andȱ theȱ variousȱ courtȱ entertainmentsǰȱ
whichȱSidneyȱwouldȱhaveȱbeenȱobligedȱtoȱaĴendȱinȱhisȱoĜcialȱcapacityǰȱbecameȱnotoriousȱ
forȱtheirȱindecorousȱindulgenceǯȱHeȱremainedȱoccupiedȱwithȱtheseȱcelebrationsȱduringȱJulyȱ
andȱAugustǯȱ inȱearlyȱJulyǰȱ forȱexampleǰȱmilitaryȱtiltsȱwereȱheldȱ inȱChristianȱiVȂsȱhonorȱatȱ
greenwichȱParkǰȱwithȱSidneyȂsȱnephewsǰȱtheȱearlsȱofȱPembrokeȱandȱMontgomeryǰȱtakingȱ
twoȱofȱtheȱfourȱleadȱrolesȱinȱanȱelaborateȱchivalricȱeventǰȱtheȱȃFourȱKnightsȱerrantȱDominatedȱ
byȱ theȱFortunateȱ islandsȄȱ ǻBrennanǰȱSidneys of Penshurstȱ ŗŗşǼǯȱ Justȱoverȱ twentyȬęveȱyearsȱ
laterȱSidneyȂsȱsonǰȱRobertǰȱsecondȱearlȱofȱLeicesterȱ ǻillustrationȱŘřǼǰȱwasȱ toȱencounterȱ theȱ
drunkardȱChristianȱiVȱonceȱagainȱduringȱaȱlargelyȱabortiveȱŗŜřŘȱembassyȱtoȱDenmarkǯ

RobertȱSidneyȂsȱdealingsȱwithȱtheȱContinentȱtookȱanȱunexpectedȱturnȱofȱeventsȱinȱŗŜŖŜȱ
withȱtheȱescalationȱofȱhisȱongoingȱdisputesȱwithȱSirȱRobertȱǻorȱRobertoǼȱDudleyȱǻŗśŝŚȮŗŜŚşǼǰȱ
theȱillegitimateȱsonȱofȱhisȱuncleǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱLeicesterȱǻdǯȱŗśŞŞǼǰȱbyȱLadyȱDouglasȱSheĜeldǯȱ
Dudleyȱclaimedȱthatȱhisȱmotherȱhadȱgoneȱthroughȱaȱsecretȱbutȱlawfulȱmarriageȱceremonyȱ
withȱhisȱfatherǰȱandȱconsequentlyȱheȱwasȱtheȱlegalȱheirȱbothȱtoȱtheȱearlȱofȱLeicesterȱandȱhisȱ
brotherǰȱAmbroseȱDudleyǰȱearlȱofȱWarwickǰȱratherȱthanȱRobertȱSidneyǯȱTheȱcaseȱwasȱrejectedȱ
byȱtheȱStarȱChamberȱonȱŚȱMayȱŗŜŖśǰȱandȱsoonȱafterwardsǰȱonȱŘśȱJuneǰȱDudleyȱobtainedȱaȱ
licenseȱtoȱtravelȱabroadǰȱleavingȱenglandȱinȱJulyȱandȱabandoningȱhisȱwifeȱAliceȱandȱtheirȱ
ęveȱsurvivingȱchildrenǯȱHeȱtraveledȱinȱtheȱcompanyȱofȱelizabethȱSouthwellǰȱaȱformerȱMaidȱ
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 THE SIDNEYS AND THE CONTINENT: THE STUART PERIOD 

ŘŘś

ofȱHonourȱǻdisguisedȱasȱoneȱofȱhisȱpagesǼǰȱwithȱwhomȱheȱ laterȱconvertedȱtoȱCatholicismȱ
andȱhadȱ thirteenȱ childrenǯȱAfterȱ spendingȱ someȱ timeȱ inȱ Franceǰȱ heȱ tookȱupȱ residenceȱ inȱ
lateȱ ŗŜŖŜȱ atȱ Florenceǰȱwhereȱheȱ styledȱhimselfȱ ȃearlȱ ofȱWarwickȱ andȱLeicesterȄȱ andȱwasȱ
employedȱasȱaȱnavalȱengineerȱbyȱFerdinandȱiǰȱgrandȱDukeȱofȱTuscanyǰȱandȱlaterȱbyȱhisȱsonǰȱ 
CosimoȱiiȱǻAdamsǼǯ

emboldenedȱ byȱ hisȱ newȱ positionȱ atȱ theȱ Florentineȱ courtǰȱ Dudleyȱ revivedȱ hisȱ claimsȱ
toȱ theȱearldomȱofȱWarwickǯȱ inȱ responseǰȱ theȱPrivyȱCouncilȱorderedȱhisȱ returnȱhomeȯanȱ
instructionȱwhichȱheȱarrogantlyȱrejectedȱbecauseȱtheȱsummonsȱdidȱnotȱformallyȱstyleȱhimȱ
asȱ anȱ earlǯȱ Theȱ legalȱwranglingȱ thenȱ draggedȱ onǰȱ toȱ theȱmountingȱ frustrationȱ ofȱ Robertȱ
SidneyǰȱwhoȱrecordedȱinȱaȱleĴerȱofȱŘŖȱSeptemberȱŗŜŖŝȱtoȱhisȱwifeȱBarbaraȱthatȱheȱwasȱgoingȱ
directlyȱtoȱseeȱȃtheȱKingȱaboutȱSirȱRobertȱDudleyȂsȱmaĴersǯȄȱAȱyearȱlaterǰȱonȱŞȱSeptemberȱ
ŗŜŖŞǰȱheȱwasȱstillȱcomplainingȱtoȱBarbaraȱthatȱȃthatȱwhichȱstaysȱmeȱmostȄȱfromȱreturningȱ
fromȱHamptonȱCourtȱtoȱPenshurstȱwasȱȃtheȱcommissionȄȱbetweenȱȃtheȱKingȱandȱSirȱRobertȱ
DudleyǯȄȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱsummerǰȱonȱŗȱJulyȱŗŜŖşǰȱheȱlamentedȱtoȱBarbaraȱyetȱagainȱthatȱheȱ
wasȱstuckȱinȱLondonȱandȱunableȱtoȱreturnȱtoȱPenshurstȱbecauseȱDudleyȂsȱcauseȱwasȱaboutȱ
toȱbeȱadjudicatedȱuponǰȱandȱheȱȃmustȱnotȱbeȱfromȱtheȱKingȱtillȱiȱhaveȱbroughtȱtheȱbusinessȱ
toȱanȱendǯȄȱButȱevenȱtheseȱexpectationsȱwereȱprematureǰȱandȱonȱtheȱfollowingȱŗȱnovemberȱ
SidneyȱwasȱreportingȱtoȱBarbaraȱthatȱyetȱanotherȱhearingȱwasȱaboutȱtoȱbeȱgivenȱtoȱDudleyȂsȱ
suitǯȱDudleyȂsȱhopesȱwereȱnotȱęnallyȱdashedȱuntilȱAugustȱŗŜŗŞǰȱwhenȱheȱlearnedȱthatȱSidneyȱ
hadȱbeenȱcreatedȱearlȱofȱLeicesterȱandȱtheȱearldomȱofȱWarwickȱhadȱbeenȱbestowedȱonȱRobertȱ
RichȱǻDPFAȱŗřŖǰȱŗřŜǰȱŗŚŘȮřǰȱŗŚşǲȱSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŘŖȮŘŗǼǯȱDudleyȂsȱlifelongȱenmityȱwithȱ
theȱSidneysȱwasȱrevivedȱinȱŗŜŘśǰȱwhenȱRobertȱSidneyȱdiedȱandȱhisȱsonȱRobertǰȱsecondȱearlȱ
ofȱ Leicesterǰȱ laidȱ claimȱ toȱDudleyȂsȱ twoȱ remainingȱWarwickshireȱ estatesǰȱ itchingtonȱ andȱ
BalsallǰȱresultingȱinȱaȱnewȱsetȱofȱlegalȱproceedingsǯȱFinallyǰȱinȱMayȱŗŜŚŚǰȱfollowingȱaȱreviewȱ
ofȱtheȱoriginalȱŗŜŖśȱStarȱChamberȱcaseǰȱDudleyȂsȱ legitimacyȱwasȱretrospectivelyȱacceptedȱ
byȱKingȱCharlesȱiǰȱandȱhisȱęrstȱwifeȱAliceȱwasȱcreatedȱDuchessȱDudleyȱbyȱLeĴersȱPatentǯȱ
Theseȱdecisionsȱwereȱreachedȱprimarilyȱbecauseȱtheȱkingȱhadȱpersonallyȱstudiedȱtheȱęlesȱ
andȱfeltȱthatȱDudleyȱwasȱindeedȱtheȱęrstȱearlȱofȱLeicesterȂsȱlegitimateȱheirȱandȱthatȱheȱhadȱ
notȱbeenȱpaidȱtheȱappropriateȱpriceȱforȱKenilworthȱwhenȱitȱhadȱbeenȱsoldȱinȱŗŜŗŗȱduringȱ
hisȱfatherȂsȱreignȱǻAdamsǲȱCorrespondence DPSȱŝśȮŜǼǯȱAsȱlateȱasȱŗŜŝŖȱDudleyȂsȱsonǰȱCarloǰȱ
wasȱstillȱaĴemptingȱtoȱestablishȱhisȱducalȱrightsȱinȱenglandȱbyȱwritingȱpersonallyȱtoȱCharlesȱiiǰȱ 
andȱ inȱ ŗŜŝŝȱ heȱ madeȱ anȱ abortiveȱ visitȱ toȱ theȱ Houseȱ ofȱ Lordsȱ inȱ pursuitȱ ofȱ hisȱ claimȱ 
ǻLeeȱŗŞŝȮŞǰȱŘŗŜȮŘŗǰȱŘřŚǼǯ

RobertȱSidneyȂsȱeldestȱsonǰȱWilliamȱǻŗśşŖȮŗŜŗŘǼǰȱhadȱbeenȱbornȱatȱFlushingǰȱandȱreturnedȱ
thereȱ asȱ aȱ childȱ inȱ ŗśşŝǰȱwhereȱ hisȱ fatherȱ engagedȱ aȱ learnedȱDutchmanȱ asȱ hisȱ tutorǯȱHeȱ
describedȱthisȱindividualȱtoȱBarbaraȱinȱaȱleĴerȱofȱşȱMayȱŗśşŝǰȱandȱalsoȱmentionedȱhisȱplansȱ
forȱWilliamȱtoȱtravelȱabroadȱwhenȱolderǱ

Heȱisȱofȱaȱraceȱofȱgentlemenȱofȱtheseȱcountriesǰȱbutȱpovertyȱconstrainethȱhimȱ
toȱseekȱmeansȱtoȱliveǯȱHeȱspeakethȱbothȱhighȱDutchȱandȱlowȱDutchǰȱFrenchǰȱ
andȱsomeȱenglishǰȱbesidesȱLatinȱandȱgreekǰȱandȱtherebyȱbesidesȱteachingȱofȱ
theȱboyǰȱwillȱbeȱableȱtoȱdoȱmeȱotherȱgoodȱservicesǯȱAndȱwhenȱtheȱboyȱshallȱbeȱ
oldȱenoughȱtoȱtravelȱheȱwillȱbeȱveryȱętȱtoȱgoȱwithȱhimǯȱǻDPFAȱŗŖŜǼ

WilliamȱwasȱappointedȱinȱnovemberȱŗŜŖŜȱasȱaȱcommanderȱinȱabsentiaȱofȱoneȱofȱitsȱgarrisonsȱ
beforeȱbeingȱsentȱoěǰȱalongȱwithȱhisȱyoungerȱbrotherȱRobertǰȱtoȱtheȱUniversityȱofȱOxfordȱinȱ
FebruaryȱŗŜŖŝǯȱOnȱŗśȱJanuaryȱŗŜŗŖȱaȱlicenseȱwasȱissuedȱforȱWilliamȱtoȱtravelȱǻlikeȱhisȱfatherȱ
andȱuncleȱPhilipǼȱonȱtheȱContinentȱforȱaȱperiodȱofȱthreeȱyearsǰȱnotȱ inȱtheȱcompanyȱofȱhisȱ
formerȱDutchȱtutorǰȱbutȱoneȱofȱ theȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȂsȱclosestȱ friendsǰȱBenjaminȱRudyerdȱ
ǻCSPDȱŞǱśŞŗǼǯȱTheȱpurposeȱofȱtheseȱtravelsȱwouldȱhaveȱbeenȱentirelyȱtraditionalȯtoȱgainȱ
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valuableȱęrstȬhandȱexperienceȱofȱforeignȱcourtsȱandȱinternationalȱdiplomacyǯȱButȱwhetherȱ
throughȱreasonsȱofȱillȱhealthǰȱfamilyȱęnanceǰȱorȱhisȱownȱreluctanceǰȱWilliamȱneverȱundertookȱ
thisȱgrandȱtourǰȱandȱbyȱMayȱŗŜŗŗȱplansȱwereȱbeingȱmadeȱforȱhimȱtoȱtakeȱoverȱtheȱpositionȱofȱ
DeputyȱgovernorȱatȱFlushingǯȱnorȱdidȱtheseȱplansȱcomeȱtoȱfruitionǰȱandȱlaterȱthatȱsummerȱ
heȱwasȱbackȱatȱPenshurstȱbeingȱtutoredȱbyȱaȱȃMrȱJohnsonǰȄȱprobablyȱBenȱJonsonǰȱwhoȱwroteȱ
anȱȃOdeȱtoȱSirȱWilliamȱSidneyǱȱonȱhisȱBirthdayȄȱinȱnovemberȱŗŜŗŗȱǻBrennanȱandȱKinnamonȱ
ŚřŖȮřŝǼǯȱ Sadlyǰȱ hisȱ fatherȂsȱ ambitionsȱ forȱ hisȱ eldestȱ sonȂsȱ careerȱ inȱ theȱ administrationȱ ofȱ
Flushingȱ andȱ Continentalȱ diplomacyȱwereȱ dashedȱwhenȱWilliamȱ diedȱ unexpectedlyȱ onȱ 
řȱDecemberȱŗŜŗŘȱfromȱsmallpoxȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŘŚȮśǲȱHayȱŗŞŘȮśǼǯ

Fromȱ theȱ lateȱ ŗśşŖsȱ thereȱ hadȱ beenȱmajorȱ developmentsȱ inȱ theȱ politicalȱ situationȱ ofȱ
WesternȱeuropeǯȱTheȱFrancoȬSpanishȱWarȱhadȱbeenȱconcludedȱbyȱHenriȱiVȱandȱPhilipȱiiȱinȱŗśşŞȱ
throughȱtheȱPeaceȱofȱVervinsǯȱinȱŗŜŖŚȱKingȱJamesȱiȱandȱPhilipȱiiiȱfollowedȱsuitȱwithȱtheȱTreatyȱ
ofȱLondonǰȱendingȱtheȱAngloȬSpanishȱWarȱwhichȱhadȱbeenȱinitiatedȱbyȱtheȱearlȱofȱLeicesterȂsȱ
DutchȱcampaignȱandȱhadȱledȱtoȱtheȱdeathȱofȱSirȱPhilipȱSidneyȱinȱtheȱLowȱCountriesǯȱAtȱęrstǰȱ
thisȱlaĴerȱtreatyȱenabledȱtheȱSpanishȱtoȱconcentrateȱmoreȱonȱtheirȱstruggleȱwithȱtheȱDutchȱ
RepublicǰȱbutȱbothȱsidesȱsteadilyȱgrewȱwearyȱofȱtheseȱhugelyȱexpensiveȱconĚictsǯȱinȱAprilȱ
ŗŜŖşȱaȱcessationȱofȱhostilitiesȱwasȱagreedȱǻlaterȱknownȱasȱtheȱTwelveȱyearsȂȱTruceǼȱbetweenȱ
theȱSpanishȱHabsburgsǰȱtheȱSouthernȱnetherlandsǰȱandȱtheȱDutchȱRepublicǰȱleadingȱtoȱtheȱ
formalȱrecognitionȱofȱtheȱUnitedȱProvincesǯȱWithȱmoreȱpeacefulȱconditionsȱnowȱprevailingǰȱ
RobertȱSidneyȱwasȱableȱtoȱuseȱtheȱexcuseȱofȱhisȱoĜcialȱcourtȱdutiesȱasȱaȱreasonȱforȱactingȱ
largelyȱasȱanȱabsenteeȱgovernorȱofȱFlushingǯȱinsteadǰȱheȱmaintainedȱregularȱcorrespondenceȱ
withȱhisȱdeputiesȱthereȱoverȱdayȬtoȬdayȱadministrativeȱandȱmilitaryȱproblemsǯ

ButȱduringȱŗŜŗŘȱthisȱconvenientȱarrangementȱthreatenedȱtoȱcollapseǰȱdueȱtoȱincreasinglyȱ
acrimoniousȱ tensionsȱ betweenȱ theȱ thenȱ deputyȱ governorǰȱ Sirȱ Johnȱ Throckmortonǰȱ theȱ
SergeantȬMajorȱofȱtheȱFlushingȱgarrisonǰȱMichaelȱeverardeǰȱandȱtheȱwidowȱofȱtheȱpreviousȱ
deputyȱ governorǰȱ SirȱWilliamȱ Browneǯȱ Onȱ ŝȱMarchȱ Sidneyȱ receivedȱ aȱ disturbingȱ reportȱ
fromȱThrockmortonǰȱ lamentingȱ theȱ ȃdesperateȱ andȱ distractedȱ stateȄȱ ofȱ ȃtheseȱ disjointedȱ
andȱ laceratedȱprovincesȄȱofȱ theȱLowȱCountriesǯȱTheseȱproblemsȱ rumbledȱonȱ throughoutȱ
theȱ summerǰȱ andȱ Sidneyȱ resistedȱ returningȱ toȱ hisȱ governorshipȱ forȱ asȱ longȱ asȱ possibleǯȱ
eventuallyǰȱ howeverǰȱ itȱ becameȱ clearȱ thatȱheȱ couldȱprocrastinateȱnoȱ longerǰȱ andȱheȱdulyȱ
arrivedȱbackȱatȱFlushingȱatȱsunsetȱonȱŗŗȱAugustȱŗŜŗŘǯȱHeȱtookȱupȱresidenceȱinȱtheȱhouseȱofȱ
theȱwidowȱofȱtheȱformerȱdeputyȱgovernorǰȱLadyȱBrowneȯanȱarrangementȱwhichȱfurtherȱ
aggravatedȱThrockmortonȂsȱownȱsenseȱofȱgrievanceǯȱAfterȱęnallyȱestablishingȱsomeȱsortȱofȱ
orderǰȱSidneyȱcompiledȱaȱformalȱreportȱaddressedȱtoȱJamesȱiȱwhichȱunderlinedȱtheȱstrategicȱ
importanceȱofȱtheȱFlushingȱgarrisonȱtoȱnationalȱsecurityȱandȱasȱaȱbulwarkȱagainstȱtheȱthreatȱ
ofȱSpanishȱCatholicismǯȱHeȱviewedȱcontrolȱofȱtheȱtownȱasȱkeyȱtoȱmaintainingȱtheȱsecurityȱ
ofȱ theȱ englishȱ Channelǰȱ theȱ onlyȱ routeȱ viaȱwhichȱ englishȱ couldȱ realisticallyȱ beȱ invadedȱ 
ǻSPȱŞŚȦŜŞȦŘşŝȮşǼǯȱevenȱthoughȱheȱwasȱableȱtoȱreturnȱbackȱhomeȱafterȱjustȱoverȱoneȱmonthǰȱ
thisȱ depressingȱ tripȱ toȱ theȱ Continentȱ reaĜrmedȱ inȱ SidneyȂsȱ mindȱ thatȱ theȱ moraleȱ andȱ
militaryȱorganizationȱofȱFlushingȱwereȱsoȱpoorȱthatȱhisȱgovernorshipȱremainedȱanȱongoingȱ
liabilityȱwhichȱmightȱatȱanyȱmomentȱentirelyȱcompromiseȱhisȱcarefullyȱcultivatedȱreputationȱ
atȱ theȱenglishȱ courtȱ forȱ administrativeȱ andȱdiplomaticȱ competencyǯȱFinallyǰȱ inȱ lateȱAprilȱ
ŗŜŗŚȱSidneyȱreceivedȱreportsȱofȱaȱdrunkenȱstruggleȱbetweenȱtheȱstillȬfeudingȱThrockmortonȱ
andȱeverardeǰȱ andȱheȱ ratięedȱ theȱdiĜcultȱdecisionȱ toȱ sackȱ theȱ laĴerȱ ǻHMCȱDe L�Isle and  
DudleyȱśǱȱŜȮŝǰȱŗŞȮŘŖǰȱŗŞŝȮşŝǲȱHayȱŗřŚȮśǰȱŘŘŗǲȱDPFAȱŗŝŘȮŞŖǲȱSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŘřȮŚǼǯ

OnȱaȱmoreȱpositiveȱnoteǰȱonȱŘŜȱAprilȱŗŜŗřȱRobertȱSidneyȱsetȱoutȱagainȱforȱtheȱContinentȱasȱ
oneȱofȱtheȱfourȱroyalȱcommissionersȱwithȱambassadorialȱstatusȱappointedȱtoȱaccompanyȱJamesȱ
iȂsȱdaughterǰȱPrincessȱelizabethǰȱtoȱgermanyȱfollowingȱherȱmarriageȱtoȱFrederickȱVǰȱelectorȱ
PalatineǯȱSidneyȂsȱpersonalȱimportanceȱtoȱthisȱroyalȱpartyȱwasȱsignaledȱbyȱtheirȱgalleonǰȱtheȱ
Prince RoyalȱǻsoȱnamedȱafterȱtheȱprincessȂsȱlateȱbrotherȱHenryǼȱandȱanȱaccompanyingȱĚeetȱ

Copyright material: You are not permitted to transmit this file in any format or media; 
it may not be resold or reused without prior agreement with Ashgate Publishing and 

may not be placed on any publicly accessible or commercial servers.



© Copyrighted Material

© Copyrighted Material

w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  

 THE SIDNEYS AND THE CONTINENT: THE STUART PERIOD 

ŘŘŝ

ofȱoverȱtwentyȱotherȱvesselsǰȱcrossingȱdirectlyȱtoȱFlushingǯȱHalfwayȱacrossȱtheȱChannelȱtheyȱ
wereȱmetȱbyȱaȱDutchȱĚeetȱwhichȱaccompaniedȱ themȱintoȱ theȱspeciallyȱdredgedȱFlushingȱ
harborǰȱwhereȱonȱŘşȱAprilȱtheyȱwereȱwelcomedȱbyȱaȱmilitaryȱcompanyȱunderȱtheȱcommandȱ
ofȱSidneyȂsȱnowȱeldestȱsurvivingȱsonȱandȱheirǰȱRobertȱ ǻlaterȱsecondȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱseeȱ
WarkentinȱARCȱŗǱşǼǯȱFrederickȱleftȱforȱTheȱHagueȱonȱřŖȱAprilǰȱandȱonȱŗȱMayȱSidneyȱandȱtheȱ
princessȱmovedȱonȱtoȱRoĴerdamȱandȱthenȱTheȱHagueȱandȱBacharachǰȱfollowedȱbyȱaȱweekȬ
longȱjourneyǰȱatȱtheȱprincessȂsȱpersonalȱinvitationǰȱupȱtheȱRhineȱtoȱHeidelbergǰȱwhereȱtheyȱ
arrivedȱinȱmidȬJuneǯȱAsȱwasȱusualȱforȱsuchȱdiplomaticȱmissionsǰȱtheȱpersonalȱcostsȱforȱRobertȱ
SidneyȱwereȱenormousǰȱtotalingȱcloseȱtoȱǡŗǰŖŖŖǯȱAfterȱseveralȱdaysȱofȱdiplomaticȱnicetiesȱatȱ
HeidelbergǰȱRobertȱseniorȱandȱjuniorȱcommencedȱtheirȱreturnȱjourneyǯȱTheyȱpassedȱthroughȱ
Cologneȱwithȱ theȱaimȱofȱ spendingȱsomeȱ timeȱatȱSpaǰȱaȱ favoredȱContinentalȱ resortȱofȱ theȱ
SidneysǯȱMeetingȱupȱwithȱtheȱPrinceȱandȱPrincessȱofȱOrangeǰȱtheyȱrestedȱthereȱforȱaboutȱthreeȱ
weeksȱbeforeȱmakingȱaȱleisurelyȱjourneyȱhomewardsȱviaȱLiègeǰȱAachenǰȱAntwerpǰȱandȱFlushingǰȱ
arrivingȱbackȱinȱenglandȱinȱmidȬAugustȱŗŜŗřȱǻHayȱŘŗŞȮŘŖǲȱSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŘŜǲȱShephardǼǯ

Robertȱ Sidneyȱhadȱbeenȱ accompaniedȱonȱ theȱ outwardȱ tripȱ toȱHeidelbergȱbyȱThomasȱ
HowardǰȱearlȱofȱArundelǰȱandȱhisȱcountessǰȱAletheiaǰȱtheȱmostȱrenownedȱaristocraticȱenglishȱ
femaleȱtravelerȱonȱtheȱContinentȱduringȱthisȱdecadeǯȱAfterȱleavingȱPrincessȱelizabethȱwithȱ
herȱnewȱhusbandȱinȱgermanyǰȱtheȱHowardsȱhadȱtraveledȱonȱtoȱtourȱitalyȱwithȱinigoȱJonesǰȱ
andȱherȱperegrinationsȱmayȱhaveȱinspiredȱanotherȱseniorȱmemberȱofȱtheȱSidneyȱfamilyȱtoȱ
travelȱabroadȱforȱanȱextendedȱperiodȱǻHannayǰȱMSLWȱŗŝśǼǯȱOnȱŘśȱJuneȱŗŜŗŚȱThrockmortonȱ
reportedȱtheȱarrivalȱatȱtheȱportȱofȱFlushingȱofȱMaryȱSidneyȱHerbertǰȱDowagerȱCountessȱofȱ
PembrokeȱǻillustrationȱŗŖǼǰȱatȱtheȱbeginningȱofȱaȱContinentalȱtourȱwhichȱthenȱtookȱherȱonȱ
toȱAntwerpǱ

yourȱLordshipȂsȱrightȱhonourableȱandȱnobleȱsisterȱtheȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱ
arrivedȱhereȱyesterdayǯȱiȱęrstȱsentȱuntoȱherȱhonourȱmyȱsonȱǻherȱshipȱbeingȱyetȱ
underȱsailǼȱtoȱknowȱhereȱpleasureȱwhetherȱsheȱwouldȱcomeȱashoreȱorȱformȱ
herȱshipȱembarkȱintoȱanotherǰȱthatȱmightȱcarryȱherȱforȱAntwerpǯȱHerȱhonourȱ
desiredȱtoȱgoȱonȱherȱjourneyǯȱǻHMCȱDe L�Isle and DudleyȱśǱŘŗŝǼ

ThisȱitineraryȱwasȱechoedȱinȱWilliamȱBasseȂsȱȃeclogueȱVǱȱOfȱTemperanceǰȄȱwhichȱrecountedȱ
howȱPoemenarchaȱǻidentięedȱinȱhisȱeclogueȱŞȱasȱtheȱsisterȱofȱPhilisidesǼȱhadȱleftȱtheȱȃchalkyȱ
cheeksȄȱofȱDoverȱtoȱtravelȱtoȱtheȱContinentȱwhereȱtheȱȃBelgiqueȱboatsȄȱcameȱtoȱmeetȱherȱ
onȱherȱwayȱtoȱȃfamousȱSpaȄȱǻBasseȱŘŖşȮŗŘǲȱHannayǰȱPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱŗşśǼǯȱnowȱinȱherȱearlyȱ
ęftiesǰȱ theȱ dowagerȱ countessȱwasȱ presumablyȱ aĴractedȱ toȱContinentalȱ travelȱ byȱ bothȱ itsȱ
intrinsicȱstimulationsȱandȱtheȱSidneysȂȱlongȬstandingȱpleasureȱinȱtheȱhealthȱcuresȱavailableȱ
atȱSpaȱamongȱaȱcosmopolitanȱandȱhighȬrankingȱsocialȱsetǯȱCertainlyǰȱinȱearlyȱAugustȱŗŜŗŚȱ
RobertȱSidneyȱremarkedȱinȱaȱleĴerȱtoȱhisȱwifeȱBarbaraȱthatȱheȱhadȱreceivedȱcorrespondenceȱ
whileȱatȱLondonȱfromȱhisȱsisterȱatȱSpaǰȱȃwhereȱsheȱfoundȱherselfȱagreeȱveryȱwellȱwithȱtheȱ
useȱofȱthoseȱwatersȄȱǻDPFAȱŗŞśǼǯȱTheȱdowagerȱcountessȱusuallyȱtransmiĴedȱherȱleĴersȱtoȱ
herȱbrotherȱviaȱThrockmortonȱandȱtheȱFlushingȱpostalȱserviceǰȱandȱRobertȱsentȱhisȱrepliesȱ
viaȱtheȱsameȱmeansȱandȱthenȱonȱtoȱherȱresidenceȱatȱAntwerpȱonceȱtheȱsummerȱseasonȱatȱSpaȱ
hadȱendedǯȱByȱŘȱnovemberȱheȱwasȱableȱtoȱreportȱtoȱBarbaraȱthatȱtheȱdowagerȱcountessȱhadȱ
movedȱonȱtoȱAmiensǰȱȃwhereȱitȱisȱthoughtȱsheȱwillȱstayȱallȱtheȱwinterȄȱǻDPFAȱŗŞŝǼǯ

ByȱDecemberȱŗŜŗŚȱtheȱdowagerȱcountessȱwasȱatȱMechelenǰȱwhereȱsheȱprobablyȱstayedȱ
toȱseeȱoutȱtheȱwinterȱperiodȱuntilȱspringȱŗŜŗśǯȱTheȱtownȱenjoyedȱaȱvibrantȱsocialȱlifeǰȱwithȱaȱ
constantlyȱchangingȱrangeȱofȱenglishȱvisitorsǯȱOnȱŘŚȱFebruaryȱŗŜŗśȱThrockmortonȱreportedȱ
fromȱFlushingȱtoȱRobertȱSidneyǱ
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OnȱMondayȱ lastȱhereȱpassedȱbyȱusȱ inȱherȱ coachȱoneȱMrsȱAnnȱStanleyǰȱ theȱ
widowȱofȱSirȱWilliamȱStanleyȂsȱeldestȱsonǰȱandȱsisterȱuntoȱSirȱWilliamȱHerbertǰȱ
withȱherȱ Śȱdaughtersȱ andȱ landedȱatȱMiddelbergǰȱ forȱ theȱ coachȱwasȱofȱ thatȱ
townǯȱiȱwentȱyesterdayȱofȱpurposeȱtoȱsaluteȱherȱandȱtoȱoěerȱuntoȱherȱǻoutȱofȱ
dutyȱiȱoweȱuntoȱyourȱLordshipȱandȱmyȱlordȱofȱPembrokeǼȱmyȱbestȱserviceȱtoȱ
assistȱherȱinȱherȱpassageȱfromȱhenceȱtoȱAntwerpȱǳǯȱSheȱcameȱintoȱtheseȱpartsȱ
veryȱwellȱandȱneverȱsickȱatȱseaǯȱSheȱtellethȱmeȱsheȱwillȱstayȱaboutȱMechelenȱ
untilȱtheȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱdothȱreturnȱtoȱtheȱSpaǰȱandȱthatȱwithȱherȱsheȱ
willȱreturnȱbackȱintoȱenglandǯȱǻHMCȱDe L�Isle and DudleyȱśǱŘŝśȮŜǼ

DudleyȱCarletonȱ describedȱ toȱ JohnȱChamberlainȱ onȱ ŘȱAugustȱ ŗŜŗŜȱ howȱheȱ hadȱmetȱ theȱ
dowagerȱcountessȱatȱSpaǰȱandȱnotedȱthatȱsheȱȃcomplainsȱchieĚyȱofȱaȱcommonȱdiseaseȱandȱ
muchȱ troublesomeȱ toȱ fairȱwomenǰȱSenectusȱ ǽoldȱ ageǾǰȱ otherwiseȱweȱ seeȱnothingȱamissȱ inȱ
herǯȄȱ Sheȱ wasȱ regularlyȱ socializingȱ withȱ anotherȱ distinguishedȱ ladyǰȱ theȱ Countessȱ ofȱ
BarlemontǰȱtheȱwifeȱofȱtheȱgovernorȱofȱLuxembourgǰȱandȱbothȱladiesȱenjoyedȱtakingȱtobaccoȱ
andȱshootingȱȃatȱmarksȱwithȱpistolsȄȱǻCarletonȱŘŖşǼǯȱSheȱalsoȱencounteredȱthereȱtheȱwealthyȱ
MPȱ andȱ comptrollerȱ ofȱ Londonȱ customsȱ SirȱArthurȱ ingramǰȱ andȱ theȱ Catholicȱ diplomatȱ
TobyȱMaĴhewǰȱwithȱwhomȱsheȱmayȱhaveȱcorrespondedȱoverȱvariousȱnowȱlostȱmanuscriptȱ
compositionsǯȱRumorsȱevenȱcirculatedȱ thatȱ sheȱhadȱ formedȱaȱ liaisonȱwithȱherȱhandsomeȱ
youngȱdoctorǰȱMaĴhewȱListerǰȱandȱLadyȱMaryȱWrothȂsȱLove�s Victoryȱmayȱwellȱshadowȱthisȱ
relationshipȱ inȱ theȱ courtshipȱ ofȱ itsȱ centralȱ charactersǰȱ Simeanaȱ andȱLissiusǯȱChamberlainȱ
evenȱreportedȱǻerroneouslyǼȱfromȱLondonȱonȱśȱAprilȱŗŜŗŝȱthatȱȃHereȱisȱaȱsuspicionȱthatȱtheȱ
oldȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱisȱmarriedȱtoȱDoctorȱListerȱthatȱwasȱwithȱherȱatȱtheȱSpaȄȱǻŘǱŜşǲȱ
PhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱŗşŞȮŘŖŖǲȱseeȱKuinȱARCȱŗǱŗśǼǯ

inȱ autumnȱ ŗŜŗŜȱ theȱ dowagerȱ countessȱ decidedȱ toȱ returnȱ toȱ englandȱ toȱ aĴendȱ theȱ
christeningȱofȱherȱgrandsonǰȱPhilipȱHerbertȂsȱheirǯȱOnȱŘśȱAugustȱRobertȱSidneyȱadvisedȱhisȱ
wifeȱthatȱtheȱceremonyȱwasȱbeingȱplannedȱforȱŗŞȱSeptemberǱȱȃwhereȱifȱmyȱsisterȱcomeȱnotȱ
inȱtheȱmeantimeǰȱmyȱLadyȱofȱBedfordȱshallȱbeȱgodmotherǯȱTheȱgodfathersȱareȱtheȱKingȱandȱ
myȱLordȱChamberlainȱǽWilliamȱHerbertǰȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǾǯȄȱAlthoughȱtheȱchristeningȱwasȱ
delayedǰȱitȱhadȱbecomeȱclearȱbyȱŘřȱSeptemberȱthatȱtheȱdowagerȱcountessȱwasȱnotȱgoingȱtoȱ
arriveȱbackȱinȱtimeǰȱandȱtheȱCountessȱofȱSalisburyȱagreedȱtoȱactȱasȱaȱreplacementȱgodparentǯȱ
StillȱhinderedȱbyȱunfavorableȱwindsǰȱRobertȱSidneyȱreportedȱonȱŗȱOctoberȱofȱtheȱdowagerȱ
countessȂsȱslowȱprogressȱbackȱhomeǱȱȃiȱthinkȱalsoȱthatȱmyȱsisterȱisȱinȱenglandȱalreadyǰȱforȱaȱ
dayȱorȱtwoȱagoȱsheȱwasȱatȱCalaisǰȱandȱsentȱtoȱmyȱLordȱZoucheȱtoȱborrowȱhisȱpinnaceȱtoȱbringȱ
herȱoverǰȱwhichȱaccordinglyȱwentȱforȱherȄȱǻDPFAȱŗşŝȮŘŖŗǼǯȱAnotherȱcontemporaryȱreportȱ
suggestedȱthatȱsheȱmayȱhaveȱbeenȱdelayedȱatȱCalaisȱevenȱlongerǯȱBackȱhomeȱinȱenglandǰȱ
KingȱJamesȱiȱgrantedȱtoȱherȱaȱlifeȱinterestȱinȱHoughtonȱParkǰȱBedfordshireǰȱwhereȱsheȱbuiltȱ
herselfȱaȱthreeȬstoryȱmansionǰȱHoughtonȱHouseȱǻTnAȱSPȱŗŚȦŞşǲȱPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱŘŖŗȮŘǼǯ

earlierǰȱonȱŝȱMayȱŗŜŗŜǰȱRobertȱSidneyȱhadȱbeenȱappointedȱasȱaȱKnightȱofȱtheȱgarterǰȱandȱ
duringȱ theȱ followingȱweeksȱheȱwasȱcloselyȱ involvedȱ inȱ theȱPrivyȱCouncilȂsȱplansǰȱdrivenȱ
largelyȱbyȱęnancialȱconsiderationsǰȱęnallyȱtoȱreturnȱFlushingȱtoȱtheȱDutchǯȱHeȱcrossedȱbackȱ
thereȱonȱřŖȱMayȱtoȱpresideȱoverȱtheȱformalȱhandȬoverȱceremonyǰȱandȱwasȱgrantedȱaȱlumpȱ
sumȱofȱ ǡŜǰŖŖŖȱ andȱaȱgenerousȱpensionȱofȱ ǡŗǰŘŖŖȱperȱ annumȱ inȱ lieuȱofȱ theȱgovernorshipǯȱ
TheȱyoungerȱRobertǰȱalthoughȱoftenȱawayȱfromȱFlushingǰȱremainedȱinȱcommandȱofȱaȱnewȱ
englishȱregimentȱformedȱfromȱtheȱformerȱgarrisonȱsoldiersǯȱAfterȱtwentyȬsixȱyearsȱRobertȱ
SidneyȱwasȱęnallyȱridȱofȱthisȱgreatȱadministrativeȱburdenǯȱHeȱthenȱtraveledȱwithȱhisȱsonȱtoȱ
TheȱHagueȱforȱtheȱinstallationȱofȱtheȱyoungerȱRobertȱasȱaȱcolonelȱofȱanȱenglishȱregimentȱinȱ
theȱLowȱCountriesȱǻHayȱŘŘŗǼǯ

nowȱinȱhisȱearlyȱęftiesȱandȱsometimesȱtroubledȱbyȱillȱhealthǰȱtheȱremainingȱtenȱyearsȱofȱ
RobertȱSidneyȂsȱlifeȱwereȱfocusedȱprimarilyȱuponȱcourtȱandȱfamilyȱlifeȱratherȱthanȱpublicȱ
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ŘŘş

serviceȱ overseasǯȱ Butȱ heȱ andȱ hisȱ immediateȱ familyȱ retainedȱ aȱ strongȱ interestȱ inȱWesternȱ
europeanȱpoliticsǰȱespeciallyȱrelatingȱtoȱtheȱaěairsȱofȱPrincessȱelizabethȱandȱherȱhusbandȱ
Frederickǯȱ Thisȱ contextȱ seemsȱ toȱ beȱ implicitlyȱ relevantȱ toȱ theȱ mysteriousȱ circumstancesȱ
surroundingȱtheȱpublicationȱofȱtheȱproseȱromanceȱThe Countess of Montgomery�s UraniaȱǻŗŜŘŗǼȱ
byȱ RobertȂsȱ eldestȱ daughterǰȱ LadyȱMaryȱWrothǰȱ andȱ itsȱ apparentlyȱ suddenȱ withdrawalȱ
fromȱcirculationȱǻMSLWȱŘřŚȮśǼǯȱAlthoughȱnominallyȱintendedȱasȱaȱhomageȱtoȱherȱuncleȂsȱ
ArcadiaǰȱWrothȂsȱęctionsȱclearlyȱalsoȱreĚectedȱonȱvariousȱaspectsȱofȱtheȱSidneysȂȱownȱfamilyȱ
historyȱandȱJacobeanȱcourtȱ lifeǯȱ inȱparticularǰȱWrothȂsȱromanceȱseemsȱtoȱhaveȱfocusedȱonȱ
oneȱofȱtheȱmostȱ intriguingȱpoliticalȱfantasiesȱofȱtheȱearlyȱseventeenthȱcenturyǱȱ theȱrevivalȱ
ofȱaȱHolyȱRomanȱempireȱ inȱ theȱWestǯȱThisȱconceptȱappealedȱpersonallyȱ toȱKingȱJamesȱiǰȱ
whoȱsystematicallyȱadoptedȱaȱquasiȬimperialȱidentityȱinȱhisȱformalȱportraitsǰȱcivicȱentriesǰȱ
masquesǰȱandȱcoinageȱǻWrothǰȱUraniaȱŗǱxxxixȮlivǼǯȱinȱherȱUraniaȱWrothȱprobablyȱintendedȱ
toȱcommendȱandȱrespectfullyȱpromulgateȱtheȱkingȂsȱdesireȱtoȱcastȱhimselfȱasȱaȱpeacemakerȱ
andȱtheȱharbingerȱofȱaȱnewȱgoldenȱageȱinȱWesternȱeuropeanȱdiplomaticȱrelationsǯȱButǰȱwithȱ
hindsightǰȱherȱcastingȱofȱherȱęctionalȱcharacterȱAmphilanthusȱasȱanȱidealizedȱRomanȬstyleȱ
emperorȱwasȱ potentiallyȱ dangerousǯȱ Theȱ problemȱ layȱ inȱ theȱ factȱ ǻreasonablyȱ obviousȱ toȱ
anyoneȱcloseȱ toȱWrothȱandȱ theȱSidneysǼȱ thatȱAmphilanthusȱwasȱmodeledȱonȱherȱcousinǰȱ
WilliamȱHerbertǰȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǯȱByȱŗŜŘŗȱheȱwasǰȱalongȱwithȱhisȱyoungerȱbrotherǰȱtheȱearlȱ
ofȱMontgomeryǰȱherȱfatherȂsȱmostȱinĚuentialȱfriendȱatȱcourtǰȱandȱwasȱalreadyȱǻorȱsoonȱtoȱ
becomeǼȱLadyȱMaryȱWrothȂsȱloverȱandȱtheȱfatherȱofȱherȱtwoȱillegitimateȱchildrenǯȱTheȱcastingȱ
ofȱAmphilanthusȦPembrokeȱinȱsuchȱanȱimperialȱroleȱcouldȱhaveȱsuggestedȱtoȱtheȱSidneysȂȱ
enemiesȱ atȱ courtȱ ǻandȱprobablyȱ alsoȱ toȱKingȱ Jamesȱ himselfǼȱ thatȱ theyȱ andȱ theirȱHerbertȱ
relativesȱwereȱbecomingȱfarȱ tooȱpoliticallyȱambitiousȱ inȱtheirȱscarcelyȱveiledȱresponsesȱtoȱ
royalȱinternationalȱpolicyǯ

AlthoughȱtheȱSidneysȂȱandȱHerbertsȂȱconcernsȱforȱtheȱwelfareȱofȱelizabethȱandȱFrederickȱ
wereȱ genuineǰȱ theirȱ positionȱ hadȱ becomeȱ increasinglyȱ beleagueredǯȱ Afterȱ theȱ deathȱ ofȱ
emperorȱMaĴhiasȱinȱMarchȱŗŜŗşǰȱFrederickȱhadȱacceptedȱtheȱthroneȱofȱBohemiaȱinȱresponseȱ
toȱ aȱProtestantȱuprisingȱ againstȱ theȱoppressiveȱCatholicȱ ruleȱ ofȱ Ferdinandȱofȱ StyriaǯȱTheȱ
DowagerȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱhadȱgrownȱfriendlyȱwithȱDudleyȱCarletonȱduringȱherȱtimeȱ
atȱ Spaǰȱ andȱ herȱ nieceǰȱ LadyȱMaryȱWrothǰȱmaintainedȱ aȱ correspondenceȱwithȱ himȱwhileȱ
heȱ servedȱ asȱenglishȱAmbassadorȱ atȱTheȱHagueȱ ǻWrothǰȱUraniaȱ ŗǱxlvǼǯȱ itȱ seemsȱ thatȱ sheȱ
wasȱsoonȱactingȱasȱaȱusefulȱconduitȱforȱintelligenceȱaboutȱelizabethȱandȱFrederickȱforȱherȱ
SidneyȱandȱHerbertȱrelativesǯȱButȱKingȱJamesǰȱeverȱtheȱbalancingȱpeacemakerȱandȱalreadyȱ
assiduouslyȱcourtingȱaȱCatholicȱSpanishȱspouseȱforȱhisȱsonǰȱPrinceȱCharlesǰȱhadȱnoȱdesireǰȱ
throughȱFrederickȂsȱacceptanceȱofȱtheȱBohemianȱcrownǰȱtoȱbeȱdrawnȱintoȱtheȱThirtyȱyearsȂȱ
Warǯȱ Jamesȱwasȱenragedȱbyȱhisȱ sonȬinȬlawȂsȱ lackȱofȱ consultationȱandȱsuspiciousȱofȱ thoseȱ
whomȱheȱregardedȱasȱFrederickȂsȱclosestȱalliesȱatȱtheȱenglishȱcourtǰȱespeciallyȱtheȱSidneysȱ
andȱtheȱHerbertsǯ

Followingȱ theȱ crowningȱ ofȱ Frederickȱ andȱelizabethȱ atȱ Pragueȱ asȱKingȱ andȱQueenȱ ofȱ
Bohemiaȱ inȱnovemberȱ ŗŜŗşǰȱWrothȂsȱUraniaȱ representsȱAmphilanthusǰȱPrinceȱ ofȱnaplesǰȱ
beingȱnamedȱKingȱofȱ theȱRomansȱandȱ crownedȱatȱFrankfurtȱ ǻtheȱ traditionalȱ locationȱ forȱ
installingȱHolyȱRomanȱemperorsǼǯȱAmphilanthusȱthenȱgoesȱonȱtoȱunifyȱWrothȂsȱimaginaryȱ
Continentalȱeuropeȱ inȱaȱperiodȱofȱhalcyonȱ religiousȱ tolerationǰȱ anȱalluringȱ counterȬmythȱ
inȱpoignantȱcontrastȱtoȱtheȱrealityȱofȱFrederickȂsȱbeleagueredȱpositionȱasȱKingȱofȱBohemiaǯȱ
WithinȱaȱyearȱofȱhisȱcoronationȱFrederickȂsȱforcesȱwereȱcrushedȱonȱŞȱnovemberȱŗŜŘŖȱatȱtheȱ
BaĴleȱ ofȱWhiteȱMountainǰȱ resultingȱ inȱhisȱ lossȱ ofȱ theȱBohemianȱ crownȱandȱ theȱ invasionȱ
ofȱtheȱPalatinateȱbyȱtheȱCatholicȱimperialistsǯȱOnȱŘŜȱnovemberȱLeicesterȱwroteȱtoȱhisȱwifeȱ
Barbaraǰȱ lamentingȱ howȱ confusingȱ andȱ contradictoryȱ reportsȱ fromȱ theȱ Continentȱ hadȱ
recentlyȱbecomeǱ
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HereȱweȱhaveȱhadȱpitifulȱnewsȱofȱtheȱoverthrowȱgivenȱtoȱtheȱKingȱofȱBohemiaȱ
andȱtheȱlossȱofȱtheȱtownȱofȱPragueǱȱbutȱsinceǰȱnewsȱareȱcomeȱthatȱPragueȱisȱnotȱ
lostǰȱbutȱthatȱtheȱKingȱandȱQueenȱareȱinȱitȱandȱbothȱinȱgoodȱhealthǰȱandȱthatȱinȱ
theȱęghtǰȱtheȱemperorȱlostȱmoreȱmenȱthanȱtheȱKingȱdidǯȱǻDPFAȱŘřŖǼ

inȱ Aprilȱ ŗŜŘŗȱ elizabethȱ andȱ Frederickȱ Ěedȱ toȱ Theȱ Hagueǰȱ andȱ inȱ theȱ followingȱ monthȱ
LeicesterȱwasȱappointedȱtoȱserveȱonȱaȱCouncilȱofȱWarȱtoȱconsiderȱtheȱfeasibilityȱofȱenglishȱ
militaryȱinterventionȱonȱbehalfȱofȱtheȱelectorǯȱinȱanotherȱleĴerȱtoȱBarbaraȱwriĴenȱonȱşȱMayȱ
heȱcommentedǱȱȃTheȱKingȱandȱQueenȱofȱBohemiaȱareȱstillȱatȱTheȱHagueǰȱinȱveryȱgoodȱhealthȱ
andȱmuchȱrespectedǱȱandȱtheȱwarȱisȱlikeȱtoȱgrowȱonȱthereȱveryȱhotlyȄȱǻDPFAȱŘřŘǼǯȱTheȱearlȱ
ofȱPembrokeȱwasȱalsoȱdeeplyȱconcernedǰȱandȱSirȱBenjaminȱRudyerdȱremarkedǱȱȃnothingȱ
makesȱhimȱsoȱsadȱorȱmerryȱasȱtheȱsuccessȱofȱtheirȱaěairsȄȱǻSPȱŞŗȦŗŞȦŗśśǼǯȱWrothȂsȱidealizedȱ
depictionȱ ofȱ herȱ cousinȱ asȱ aȱ quasiȬimperialȱ ȃKingȱ ofȱ theȱ RomansǰȄȱ implicitlyȱ usurpingȱ
JamesȂsȱownȱimageȱasȱaȱbeneęcentȱdispenserȱofȱglobalȱpeaceǰȱwasȱasȱpoliticallyȱdangerousȱ
asȱitȱwasȱunrealisticȱinȱtermsȱofȱtheȱsadȱrealityȱofȱFrederickȂsȱandȱelizabethȂsȱtrueȱsituationǯȱ
norȱwouldȱJamesǰȱalongȱwithȱthoseȱofȱhisȱadvisersȱwhoȱmostȱkeenlyȱsupportedȱtheȱproposedȱ
SpanishȱmatchǰȱhaveȱwelcomedȱWrothȂsȱUraniaǰȱwithȱitsȱimpliedȱsupportȱforȱaȱmilitaristicȱ
englishȱinterventionȱintoȱProtestantȱaěairsȱonȱtheȱContinentǯȱinsteadǰȱinȱnovemberȱŗŜŘŚȱaȱ
formalȱmarriageȱagreementȱwasȱreachedȱonȱbehalfȱofȱtheȱheirȱtoȱtheȱenglishȱthroneǰȱPrinceȱ
CharlesǰȱandȱtheȱCatholicȱPrincessȱHenrieĴaȱMariaǰȱtheȱdaughterȱofȱRobertȱSidneyȂsȱformerȱ
friendǰȱKingȱHenriȱiVȱofȱFranceȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗřřȮŞǼǯ

Robert Sidney, Second Earl of Leicester

Afterȱ Robertȱ SidneyȂsȱ deathȱ onȱ ŗřȱ Julyȱ ŗŜŘŜȱ theȱ Leicesterȱ earldomȱ passedȱ toȱ hisȱ eldestȱ
survivingȱ sonǰȱ Robertȱ ǻŗśşśȮŗŜŝŝǲȱ seeȱWarkentinȱARCȱ ŗǱşȱ andȱ illustrationȱ ŘřǼǰȱ althoughȱ
liĴleȱ isȱknownȱaboutȱhisȱ courtȱorȱotherȱpublicȱ activitiesȱuntilȱ ŗŜřŘǯȱ inȱAprilȱ ofȱ thatȱyearǰȱ
howeverǰȱheȱwasȱdrawnȱintoȱroyalȱdiplomaticȱserviceȱwhenȱheȱwasȱappointedȱasȱambassadorȱ
extraordinaryȱ toȱ theȱ lateȱ Queenȱ AnneȂsȱ brotherǰȱ Christianȱ iVȱ ofȱ Denmarkǯȱ Theȱ publicȱ
purposeȱofȱthisȱmissionȱwasȱtoȱoěerȱenglishȱcondolencesȱonȱtheȱdeathȱofȱKingȱCharlesȱiȂsȱ
maternalȱgrandmotherǰȱQueenȱSophiaȱFredericaǯȱButȱaȱmoreȱsignięcantȱpoliticalȱintentionȱ
wasȱtoȱenterȱdiscussionsȱwithȱChristianȱiVȱoverȱenglishȱdebtsȱtoȱtheȱDanesȱandȱtoȱestablishȱ
whetherȱDenmarkȱwasȱsympatheticallyȱdisposedȱtowardsȱanȱantiȬHabsburgȱleagueȱwhichȱ
hadȱbeenȱproposedȱbyȱtheȱSwedesȱǻBodlǯȱLibraryǰȱOxfordǰȱMSȱRawlinsonȱCȱřśŚǲȱSPȦŝśȦŗŘǼǯȱ
Accompaniedȱ byȱ hisȱ twoȱ eldestȱ sonsǰȱ Philipȱ andȱAlgernonȱ ǻseeȱ BrennanȱARCȱ ŗǱŗŘǼǰȱ theȱ
secondȱearlȱofȱLeicesterȱleftȱenglandȱonȱŗśȱSeptemberȱŗŜřŘȱwithȱanȱentourageȱofȱsomeȱęftyȬ
ęveȱblackȬcladȱretainersǯȱAlsoȱtravelingȱwithȱhimȱwasȱhisȱpersonalȱsecretaryǰȱJamesȱHowellǰȱ
whoȱwasȱanȱexperiencedȱContinentalȱtravelerǰȱandȱlaterȱtheȱauthorȱofȱInstructions for Foreign 
TravelȱǻŗŜŚŘǼǯȱRobertȱSidneyȱcompiledȱandȱpreservedȱaȱjournalȱofȱhisȱDanishȱembassyǰȱandȱ
hisȱprideȱinȱbeingȱentrustedȱtoȱundertakeȱthisȱdelicateȱmissionȱwasȱevidentȱinȱhisȱarrangingȱ
forȱaȱFrankfurtȱpublisherȱtoȱprintȱtheȱęrstȱeditionȱofȱtheȱcorrespondenceȱofȱHubertȱLanguetȱ
andȱhisȱuncleǰȱSirȱPhilipȱSidneyǰȱintendedȱasȱaȱtributeȱtoȱtheȱSidneysȂȱlongȱfamilyȱtraditionȱ
ofȱdiplomaticȱserviceǯ

UnfortunatelyǰȱtheȱbusinessȬlikeȱtoneȱofȱSidneyȂsȱpersonalȱentourageȱwasȱcompromisedȱ
byȱ theȱ boorishlyȱ drunkenȱ behaviorȱ ofȱ theȱDanishȱ courtǯȱHeȱwouldȱ haveȱ alreadyȱ knownȱ
ofȱ theȱ Danishȱ kingȂsȱ bibulousȱ reputationȱ fromȱ hisȱ fatherȂsȱ reminiscencesȱ ofȱ theȱ chaoticȱ
courtȱ entertainmentsȱ whichȱ markedȱ theȱ youngȱ Christianȱ iVȂsȱ visitȱ toȱ theȱ englishȱ courtȱ 
inȱŗŜŖŜǯȱnowȱinȱhisȱmidȬęftiesǰȱChristianȱkeptȱRobertȱwaitingȱuntilȱŗȱOctoberȱforȱhisȱformalȱ
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audienceȱǻwithȱeachȱsideȱaddressingȱtheȱotherȱinȱLatinȱandȱDutchǼȱwhichȱseemedȱstrangelyȱ
perfunctoryȱandȱ inconclusiveǯȱSidneyȱwasȱ farȱ fromȱ impressedȱbyȱ theȱDanishȱkingǰȱasȱhisȱ
briefȱjournalȱsketchȱofȱhisȱpersonȱandȱhabitsȱeloquentlyȱconveysǱ

TheȱKingȱisȱaȱbigǰȱstrongȱmanǰȱaboutȱśŜȱyearsȱofȱageǰȱbrownȱhairedȱandȱbutȱ
aȱ liĴleȱgreyȱǽȃunlessȱheȱuseȱartȄȱ isȱscoredȱthroughǾǯȱHeȱisȱsomewhatȱ leanerȱ
thanȱ heȱwasȱ inȱ englandǯȱAȱ strangeȱ lifeȱ heȱ leadsǰȱ forȱ thoughȱ heȱ beȱ carefulȱ
ofȱhisȱbusinessǰȱyetȱheȱisȱveryȱoftenȱdrunkȱǳȱandȱeveryȱnightȱheȱliesȱwithȱaȱ
whoreȱthatȱheȱkeepsǰȱwhoȱfollowsȱhimȱupȱandȱdownȱwhereȱheȱgoesȱandȱwasȱ
aȱservantȱtoȱFrauȱChristianǰȱhisȱlastȱwifeȱasȱmostȱmenȱsayǯȱǻHMCȱDe L�Isle and 
DudleyȱŜǱŗşǼ

SidneyȱhadȱanotherȱunproductiveȱmeetingȱwithȱtheȱkingȱonȱřȱOctoberǰȱthenȱsixȱdaysȱlaterȱ
aĴendedȱaȱformalȱbanquetȱmarkingȱtheȱconclusionȱofȱhisȱbriefȱembassyǯȱAtȱthisȱriotousȱeventȱ
SidneyȂsȱmainȱachievementȱseemsȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱtoȱremainȱmobileȱafterȱthirtyȬęveȱtoastsȱwhileȱ
theȱDanishȱkingȱhadȱtoȱbeȱcarriedȱfromȱtheȱtableȱdrunkȱandȱprostrateȱinȱhisȱchairǯȱLeavingȱ
Denmarkȱ withȱ nothingȱ achievedȱ otherȱ thanȱ someȱ minorȱ tradeȱ concessionsǰȱ heȱ reachedȱ
HamburgȱonȱŘśȱOctoberǰȱwhereȱonȱtheȱfollowingȱśȱnovemberȱheȱrecordedȱinȱhisȱ journalǱȱ 
ȃWeȱkeptȱtheȱremembranceȱofȱtheȱgunpowderȱtreasonǰȱwhichȱtheȱenglishȱatȱHamburgȱyearlyȱ
doȱandȱhaveȱaȱsermonȄȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŚŖȮŚŗǼǯȱBackȱinȱenglandȱbyȱlateȱnovemberǰȱandȱ
afterȱ submiĴingȱunavoidablyȱhighȱ expensesȱ toȱ theȱTreasuryǰȱ heȱ tookȱ someȱ solaceȱ inȱ theȱ
generalȱviewȱthatȱhisȱembassyȱhadȱfailedȱentirelyȱdueȱtoȱtheȱDanishȱkingȂsȱintransigenceǯȱTheȱ
unexpectedȱdeathȱonȱŜȱnovemberȱofȱKingȱgustavusȱiiȱAdolphusȱofȱSwedenȱatȱtheȱBaĴleȱofȱ
LüĵenȱalsoȱstalledȱtheȱearlierȱplansȱforȱanȱantiȬHabsburgȱProtestantȱleagueǯȱButȱtheȱSidneysǰȱ
inȱtheȱpersonȱofȱtheȱsecondȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱhadȱnowȱbeenȱdrawnȱonceȱmoreȱintoȱimportantȱ
royalȱserviceǰȱandȱtoȱcommemorateȱthisȱhonorȱVanȱDyckȱwasȱcommissionedȱtoȱproduceȱaȱ
seriesȱofȱlavishȱpaintingsȱofȱtheȱSidneysǰȱwithȱsiĴingsȱatȱPenshurstȱandȱelthamȱPalaceȱǻHMCȱ
De L�Isle and DudleyȱŜǱŗŘǲȱSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŚŖȮŚŗǼǯ

OnȱtheȱsameȱdayȱwhenȱRobertȱSidneyȱwroteȱinȱhisȱjournalȱaboutȱtheȱgunpowderȱPlotȱ
celebrationsȱatȱHamburgǰȱhisȱbrotherȬinȬlawǰȱAlgernonȱPercyǰȱsucceededȱtoȱtheȱearldomȱofȱ
northumberlandǯȱAlongȱwithȱRobertȂsȱwifeǰȱDorothyȱPercyȱSidneyȱǻseeȱAkkermanȱARCȱŗǱŗŖǼǰȱ
northumberlandȱandȱhisȱotherȱsisterǰȱLucyȱPercyȱHayǰȱCountessȱofȱCarlisleǰȱandȱhisȱyoungerȱ
brotherǰȱHenryȱPercyȱ ǻlaterȱLordȱPercyȱofȱAlnwickǼǰȱwereȱ toȱplayȱ aȱmajorȱ roleȱ inȱRobertȱ
SidneyȂsȱ nextȱ diplomaticȱ appointmentǯȱ TheȱPercyȱ sistersȱwereȱ assiduousȱ inȱ cultivatingȱ aȱ
friendlyȱ relationshipȱwithȱQueenȱHenrieĴaȱMariaǰȱ andȱ Sidneyȱ readilyȱ describedȱ himselfȱ
asȱherȱȃSlaveȄȱǻCollinsȱŘǱřŞŝǼǯȱitȱwasȱunsurprisingǰȱthereforeǰȱwhenȱinȱŗŜřŜȱheȱwasȱsentȱtoȱ
FranceȱasȱanȱambassadorȱextraordinaryȱwithȱaȱbriefȱtoȱestablishȱwhetherȱtheȱFrenchȱwouldȱ
beȱsympatheticȱtowardsȱenglishȱsupportȱforȱaĴemptsȱtoȱregainȱtheȱPalatinateȱandȱtoȱassessȱ
whetherȱ theȱearlierȱplansȱ forȱanȱantiȬHabsburgȱpactȱmightȱbeȱrevivedȱǻSPȱŝŞȦŗŖŗȮŗŗǼǯȱAnȱ
englishȱmissionȱledȱbyȱJohnǰȱViscountȱScudamoreǰȱhadȱbeenȱsentȱtoȱFranceȱinȱtheȱpreviousȱ
summerȱwithȱvirtuallyȱtheȱsameȱbriefǰȱbutȱhadȱmetȱwithȱnoȱsuccessǯȱRobertȱSidneyȱarrivedȱ
atȱParisȱonȱřȱJuneȱŗŜřŜǰȱagainȱaccompaniedȱbyȱhisȱsonsǰȱPhilipȱandȱAlgernonǰȱwhoȱcontinuedȱ
theirȱeducationȱatȱeitherȱParisȱorȱtheȱHuguenotȱAcademyȱatȱSaumurȱǻfoundedȱinȱŗŜŖŘȱbyȱ
PhilippeȱDuȱPlessisȬMornayǼǯȱRobertȱwasȱtoȱbeȱbasedȱmainlyȱinȱFranceȱforȱtheȱnextȱsixȱyearsǰȱ
exceptȱforȱęveȱmonthsȱbackȱinȱenglandȱduringȱŗŜřşǯ

Thisȱ Frenchȱ embassyǰȱ althoughȱ ofȱ highȱ prestigeȱ forȱ Sidneyȱ sinceȱ itȱ conęrmedȱ hisȱ
importanceȱwithinȱtheȱcircleȱofȱQueenȱHenrieĴaȱMariaǰȱwasȱfraughtȱwithȱproblemsǰȱmostȱ
ofȱ whichȱ revolvedȱ aroundȱ Scudamoreǰȱ whoȱ hadȱ alsoȱ beenȱ retainedȱ asȱ anȱ ambassadorȬ
inȬordinaryȱandȱbiĴerlyȱ resentedȱhisȱdisplacementǯȱHeȱdidȱeverythingȱpossibleȱ toȱhinderȱ
RobertȂsȱ progressǰȱ andȱ althoughȱ bothȱ menȱ wereȱ guiltyȱ ofȱ irascibleȱ intransigenceǰȱ theȱ
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englishȱ kingȱ andȱ queenȱ wereȱ alsoȱ clumsilyȱ culpableȱ inȱ forcingȱ themȱ toȱ workȱ togetherǯȱ
SidneyȂsȱpersonalȱrelationshipȱwithȱScudamoreȱĚounderedȱfromȱtheȱoutsetǰȱandȱasȱearlyȱasȱ 
ŗŜȱJuneȱŗŜřŜȱheȱremarkedȱinȱaȱleĴerȱtoȱHenryȱPercyǱȱȃHeȱisȱjealousȱofȱmeǰȱandȱthinksȱthatȱiȱ
comeȱtoȱsupplantȱhimȱinȱhisȱemploymentȄȱǻCollinsȱŘǱřŞŝǼǯȱTheyȱwereȱsoonȱusingȱdiěerentȱ
lawyersǰȱ arguingȱwithȱoneȱanotherȱ inȱoĜcialȱmeetingsǰȱandȱevenȱchoosingȱ toȱworshipȱatȱ
diěerentȱchurchesǯȱRobertȱreaĜrmedȱhisȱfamilyȂsȱlongȬtermȱsupportȱforȱtheȱHuguenotsȱbyȱ
aĴendingȱ theȱ ReformedȱChurchȱ atȱ Charentonǰȱwhileȱ Scudamoreȱ dutifullyȱ conformedȱ toȱ
theȱpreferencesȱofȱtheȱkingȱandȱArchbishopȱLaudȱinȱtheȱenglishȱChapelȱatȱParisǯȱHisȱwifeǰȱ
DorothyǰȱwasȱclearlyȱalsoȱpreoccupiedȱwithȱtheȱproblemsȱoverȱScudamoreǰȱandȱadvisedȱonȱ
ŘŜȱSeptemberȱŗŜřŜǱ

AndȱifȱyouȱknowȱanythingȱofȱimportanceȱagainstȱyourȱcompanionȱǽScudamoreǾȱ
makeȱtheȱKingȱacquaintedȱwithȱitȱandȱnoneȱelseǯȱForȱiȱamȱconędentȱthatȱifȱyouȱ
hadȱdoneȱsoȱitȱwouldȱhaveȱbeenȱmuchȱtheȱbeĴerȱforȱyouȱandȱtheȱworseȱforȱ
himǯȱButȱifȱtheȱthingsȱbeȱtrivialȱorȱcannotȱbeȱprovedȱiȱthinkȱitȱisȱbestȱtoȱsayȱ
nothingȱofȱhimȱǳǯȱǻCorrespondence DPS ŜŘǼ

Theȱkeyȱareaȱofȱdisagreementȱbetweenȱtheȱtwoȱmenȱlayȱinȱtheirȱcontrastingȱapproachesȱtoȱ
ContinentalȱpolicyǯȱScudamoreȱloyallyȱadheredȱtoȱKingȱCharlesȱiȂsȱpreferenceȱforȱaȱbroadlyȱ
neutralȱstanceȱtowardsȱSpainǰȱbutȱRobertȱSidneyȱwasȱobligedȱtoȱsupportȱHenrieĴaȱMariaȂsȱ
closestȱ associatesȱ atȱ courtǰȱ whoȱ favoredȱ aȱ moreȱ militantȱ antiȬHabsburgȱ allianceǯȱ Robertȱ
focusedȱmuchȱ ofȱ hisȱ diplomaticȱ eěortsȱ onȱ aĴemptingȱ toȱ engineerȱ anȱ aggressiveȱ allianceȱ
betweenȱenglandȱandȱFranceȱagainstȱSpainǰȱarguingȱthatȱȃnothingȱcanȱbeȱmoreȱgloriousǰȱnorȱ
moreȱreligiousȱinȱtheȱsightȱofȱgodȱandȱmanȱthanȱsuchȱaȱwarȄȱǻSPȱŝŞȦŗŖŗȦŚŖŖǼǯȱCharlesȱiȱandȱ
ScudamoreǰȱhoweverǰȱremainedȱcommiĴedȱtoȱsecuringȱaȱnegotiatedȱseĴlementȯinȱcontrastȱ
toȱtheȱviewsȱofȱHenrieĴaȱMariaǰȱwhoȱhopedȱtoȱpersuadeȱherȱbrotherǰȱLouisȱXiiiǰȱintoȱaȱmoreȱ
militantȱstanceǯ

WhileȱLeicesterȱwasȱawayȱatȱParisǰȱtheȱPercysȱpromulgatedȱatȱcourtȱhisȱantiȬHabsburgȱ
viewsǰȱandȱDorothyȱassiduouslyȱcourtedȱtheȱfriendshipȱofȱHenrieĴaȱMariaǯȱHerȱ leĴersȱtoȱ
RobertȱfromȱthisȱperiodȱareȱrepleteȱwithȱtellingȱdetailsȱofȱtheȱSidneysȂȱcurrentȱintimacyȱwithȱ
theȱroyalȱfamiliesȱofȱbothȱenglandȱandȱFranceǰȱandȱinȱnovemberȱŗŜřŜȱsheȱrequestedȱthatȱherȱ
husbandȱshouldȱprovideȱherȱwithȱaȱcipherȱsoȱthatȱsheȱcouldȱkeepȱhimȱmoreȱfullyȱbriefedȱonȱ
englishȱaěairsȱwhileȱheȱwasȱabroadȱǻCorrespondence DPSȱŝŝǼǯȱOnȱŚȱJanuaryȱŗŜřŝȱsheȱreportedȱ
givingȱaȱnewȱyearȂsȱgiftȱtoȱtheȱkingǰȱandȱinȱearlyȱFebruaryȱsheȱwasȱinȱearnestȱcorrespondenceȱ
withȱRobertȱoverȱselectingȱaȱsuitableȱgiftȱforȱtheȱȃQueenȱofȱFranceǰȄȱLouisȱXiiiȂsȱwifeǰȱtheȱ
SpanishȱAnneȱofȱAustriaȱǻCorrespondence DPSȱŗŖřǼǯȱOtherȱlavishȱgiftsȱfollowedǰȱandȱonȱśȱMayȱ
DorothyȱwasȱęnalizingȱherȱȃcommoditiesȱforȱtheȱQueenȱofȱFranceȂsȱpresentȄȱǻcostingȱȃaboutȱ
ŗŘŖllȄǼǰȱpriorȱtoȱsendingȱitȱoverȱtoȱFranceȱǻCorrespondence DPSȱŗŘŚȮśǼǯ

inȱAprilȱŗŜřŝǰȱasȱplagueȱspreadȱrapidlyȱthroughȱLondonǰȱDorothyȱinformedȱRobertȱthatȱ
sheȱhadȱbeenȱinȱdiscussionsȱwithȱHenrieĴaȱMariaȱoverȱhowȱRobertȱcouldȱbestȱcultivateȱtheȱ
politicalȱ trustȱofȱherȱhusbandǯȱSheȱassuredȱhimȱofȱ theȱqueenȂsȱcontinuingȱhighȱfavorȱandȱ
absoluteȱconędenceȱinȱhisȱloyaltyȱtoȱherǯȱSheȱalsoȱmentionedȱthatȱherȱsisterǰȱLucyǰȱhadȱbeenȱ
toldȱbyȱtheȱqueenȱthatȱKingȱCharlesȱwasȱȃveryȱwellȱsatisęedȄȱwithȱSidneyȂsȱdiplomaticȱworkȱ
inȱFranceȱǻCorrespondence DPSȱşřǰȱŗŗŞǼǯȱButȱbothȱRobertȱandȱDorothyȱremainedȱnervousȱoverȱ
exactlyȱhowȱtheȱkingȱviewedȱhisȱembassyǰȱespeciallyȱinȱviewȱofȱtheȱunendingȱclashesȱwithȱ
ScudamoreǰȱasȱherȱleĴerȱofȱŘŖȱAprilȱŗŜřŝȱmakesȱclearǱ

iȱamȱinęnitelyȱdesirousȱtoȱreceiveȱfromȱyouȱsomeȱassuranceȱofȱaȱhappyȱsuccessȱ
inȱthoseȱaěairsȱthatȱyouȱhaveȱnegotiatedȱwithȱsoȱmuchȱpainsǰȱbutȱhowsoeverȱ
theȱFrenchȱbehaveȱthemselvesȱiȱhopeȱyouȱwillȱacquitȱyourselfȱsoȱasȱtheȱKingȱ
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shallȱ ęndȱ causeȱ toȱ valueȱ yourȱ serviceȱ andȱ notȱ toȱ blameȱ itǯȱ ǻCorrespondence 
DPSȱŗŘŖǼ

eventsȱ wereȱ nowȱmovingȱ rapidlyȱ inȱ Franceǰȱ withȱ theȱ negotiationsȱ forȱ anȱAngloȬFrenchȱ
allianceȱremiĴedȱtoȱaȱpeaceȱconferenceȱtoȱbeȱheldȱatȱHamburgȱinȱŗŜřŝǯȱRobertȱSidneyȱthenȱ
becameȱensnaredȱbyȱAugustȱŗŜřŝȱinȱplotsȱbetweenȱKingȱCharlesȱiȱandȱtheȱexiledȱcourtȱofȱ
Marieȱ deȱMédicisȱ atȱ Brusselsǰȱwhoȱwasȱ intentȱ onȱ thwartingȱ andȱ overthrowingȱCardinalȱ
Richelieuȱ ǻwhoseȱ personalityȱ overwhelmedȱ thatȱ ofȱ Louisȱ XiiiǼǯȱ Anneȱ ofȱ Austriaȱ wasȱ
alsoȱ determinedȱ toȱ foilȱ RobertȂsȱ aĴemptsȱ toȱ fosterȱ anȱAngloȬFrenchȱ allianceȱ againstȱ theȱ
HabsburgsǯȱHeȱwasȱfatallyȱcompromisedȱbyȱtheȱfactȱthatȱhisȱFrenchȱsecretaryǰȱRénéȱAugierǰȱ
wasȱ secretlyȱ forwardingȱcopiesȱofȱAnneȂsȱ leĴersȱ toȱ theȱSpanishȱnetherlandsǰȱ andȱFrenchȱ
spiesȱwereȱveryȱprobablyȱalsoȱinterceptingȱhisȱcorrespondenceǯ

inȱFebruaryȱŗŜřşȱLeicesterȱwroteȱtoȱCharlesȱtoȱexpressȱhisȱgraveȱconcernsȱoverȱaȱrumoredȱ
Catholicȱ plotȱ toȱ forgeȱ anȱ allianceȱ betweenȱ theȱpopeȱ andȱ theȱ kingsȱ ofȱ Franceǰȱ Spainǰȱ andȱ
HungaryǯȱHeȱwasȱrapidlyȱrecalledȱtoȱenglandǰȱaccompaniedȱbyȱhisȱsonsȱPhilipȱandȱAlgernonǰȱ
andȱtheȱrespectȱinȱwhichȱSidneyȱwasȱstillȱheldȱbyȱbothȱhisȱkingȱandȱqueenȱisȱevidentȱfromȱ
hisȱbeingȱswornȱinȱasȱaȱPrivyȱCouncillorȱonȱśȱMayǯȱHisȱenmityȱwithȱScudamoreǰȱhoweverǰȱ
hadȱantagonizedȱArchbishopȱLaudǰȱwhoȱremainedȱhisȱmostȱproblematicȱopponentȱatȱcourtǰȱ
andȱwhoȱwasȱdeterminedȱ toȱ blockȱ anyȱ furtherȱpromotionsȱ forȱLeicesterǯȱ inȱ Julyȱ ŗŜřşȱheȱ
wasȱableȱ toȱaĴendȱ theȱweddingȱofȱhisȱdaughterȱDorothyȱ toȱHenryȱLordȱSpencerȱ ǻearlȱofȱ
SunderlandȱfromȱŜȱJuneȱŗŜŚřǼǯȱWhenȱSidneyȱreturnedȱtoȱhisȱParisȱembassyȱinȱAugustȱŗŜřşȱ
heȱwasȱaccompaniedȱbyȱhisȱwifeȱandȱtheȱnewlyȱmarriedȱcoupleǰȱwhoseȱtwoȱeldestȱchildrenǰȱ
DorothyȱandȱRobertǰȱwereȱbothȱbornȱthereǯȱTheyȱdidȱnotȱreturnȱtoȱenglandȱuntilȱŗŜŚŗǰȱwhenȱ
theyȱtookȱupȱresidenceȱatȱSpencerȂsȱancestralȱhomeǰȱAlthorpȱinȱnorthamptonshireǯ

AsȱCharlesȂsȱdealingsȱwithȱParliamentȱgrewȱsteadilyȱmoreȱfraughtȱduringȱtheȱlateȱŗŜŚŖsǰȱ
HawkinsȱkeptȱLeicesterȱbriefedȱatȱParisȱonȱtheȱ impeachmentȱofȱThomasȱWentworthǰȱearlȱ
ofȱStraěordǰȱandȱArchbishopȱLaudǯȱTheȱearlȱofȱnorthumberlandȱagainȱpressedȱtheȱkingȱtoȱ
appointȱRobertȱasȱhisȱSecretaryȱofȱStateǰȱbutȱCharlesȱrepliedǰȱcrypticallyǰȱthatȱheȱconsideredȱ
Sidneyȱ ȃtooȱ greatȱ forȱ thatȱ placeȄȱ ǻCollinsȱ ŘǱŜŜŚǼǯȱ Finallyǰȱ withȱ StraěordȂsȱ aĴainderȱ andȱ
executionȱinȱMayȱandȱLaudȂsȱcommiĴalȱtoȱtheȱTowerȱonȱaȱchargeȱofȱHighȱTreasonǰȱRobertȂsȱ
pathȱtoȱhigherȱprefermentȱatȱtheȱenglishȱcourtȱwasȱnowȱclearǯȱOnȱŗŚȱJuneȱŗŜŚŗȱheȱwasȱdulyȱ
appointedȱasȱStraěordȂsȱsuccessorȱtoȱtheȱpostȱofȱLordȱLieutenantȱofȱirelandǰȱtherebyȱechoingȱ
theȱ illustriousȱ irishȱ roleȱ ofȱ hisȱ grandfatherǰȱ SirȱHenryȱ Sidneyǰȱ duringȱQueenȱ elizabethȂsȱ
reignȱǻseeȱHerronȱARCȱŗǱŗřǼǯȱHeȱbrieĚyȱreturnedȱtoȱFranceȱinȱAugustȱŗŜŚŗȱtoȱcompleteȱhisȱ
embassyǰȱandȱwasȱbackȱinȱenglandȱbyȱearlyȱOctoberȱtoȱprepareȱforȱhisȱnewȱdutiesȱǻSidneys 
of PenshurstȱŗŚŗȮŚǲȱAthertonǼǯ

Philip Sidney, Third Earl of Leicester, and Algernon Sidney

Theȱ secondȱ earlȱ ofȱ LeicesterȂsȱ withdrawalȱ fromȱ publicȱ lifeȱ inȱ theȱ midȬŗŜŚŖsȱ eěectivelyȱ
endedȱhisȱdirectȱcontactsȱwithȱWesternȱeuropeǰȱalthoughȱhisȱongoingȱacquisitionȱofȱbooksȱ
forȱhisȱvoluminousȱlibraryȱcontinuedȱtoȱprovideȱhimȱwithȱaȱrangeȱofȱintellectualȱinterestsȱinȱ
ContinentalȱaěairsȱandȱscholarshipȱǻseeȱBlackȱARCȱŘǱŗǼǯȱTheȱSidneyȱfamilyȂsȱinvolvementsȱ
inȱContinentalȱ travelȱ nowȱpassedȱ downȱ anotherȱ generationȱ toȱ Robertȱ SidneyȂsȱ childrenǰȱ
andȱ itȱwasȱ largelyȱhisȱwifeȂsȱ familyǰȱ ratherȱ thanȱLeicesterȱhimselfǰȱwhoȱsoughtȱ toȱ furtherȱ
theirȱpublicȱcareersǯȱHerȱbrotherǰȱAlgernonȱPercyǰȱearlȱofȱnorthumberlandǰȱwasȱespeciallyȱ
supportiveȱtowardsȱhisȱsisterȂsȱsonsǯȱDuringȱtheȱSecondȱBishopsȂȱWarȱtheirȱeldestȱsonǰȱPhilipȱ
ǻillustrationȱŘŞǼǰȱcommandedȱtheȱcuirassiersȱwhoȱformedȱnorthumberlandȂsȱbodyguardǰȱandȱ
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inȱtheȱShortȱParliamentȱofȱAprilȱŗŜŚŖȱPhilipȱwasȱelectedǰȱagainȱthroughȱhisȱuncleȂsȱinĚuenceǰȱ
thisȱtimeȱasȱLordȱAdmiralǰȱasȱMPȱforȱtheȱboroughȱofȱyarmouthȱonȱtheȱisleȱofȱWightȱǻFirthǼǯȱ
SimilarlyǰȱonȱŘȱMayȱŗŜŚŗȱKingȱCharlesȱiȂsȱdaughterǰȱPrincessȱMaryǰȱmarriedȱWilliamǰȱtheȱ
sonȱofȱtheȱPrinceȱofȱOrangeǯȱinȱtheȱprecedingȱDecemberȱnorthumberlandȱhadȱbeenȱmakingȱ
determinedȱ aĴemptsȱ toȱ secureȱ aȱmilitaryȱ postȱ forȱAlgernonȱ inȱ theȱ serviceȱ ofȱ theȱ Princeȱ
ofȱOrangeǰȱ almostȱ certainlyȱ asȱ anȱ opportunisticȱ responseȱ toȱ thisȱ intendedȱmaritalȱ unionȱ 
ǻCKSȱUŗŚŝśȱCŞśȦŝǲȱCŞśȦşǲȱ ScoĴǰȱAlgernon/Republicȱ ŚřǼǯȱAlmostȱęftyȱyearsȱ laterȱ theȱ sonȱofȱ
MaryȱandȱWilliamȱwouldȱaccedeȱ toȱ theȱenglishȱ throneȱasȱKingȱWilliamȱ iiiǰȱ aȱ successionȱ
whichȱwouldȱ dependȱ heavilyȱ uponȱ theȱ supportȱ ofȱHenryȱ Sidneyǰȱ laterȱ earlȱ ofȱ Romneyȱ
ǻRobertȱ SidneyȂsȱ youngestȱ sonǼǰȱ andȱRobertȱ Spencerǰȱ secondȱearlȱ ofȱ Sunderlandȱ ǻRobertȱ
SidneyȂsȱgrandsonǼǯ

Followingȱ Robertȱ SidneyȂsȱ acrimoniousȱ splitȱ withȱ theȱ kingȱ inȱ theȱ midȬŗŜŚŖsǰȱ heȱ
maintainedȱaȱstudiouslyȱneutralȱpoliticalȱpositionǰȱbutȱhisȱwifeȱDorothyȱandȱtwoȱsonsȱPhilipȱ
andȱAlgernonȱovertlyȱ sidedȱwithȱ theȱparliamentariansǯȱDuringȱ theȱ earlyȱ ŗŜśŖsȱAlgernonȱ
enjoyedȱanȱactiveȱandȱinĚuentialȱpoliticalȱcareerǰȱespeciallyȱafterȱhisȱelectionȱtoȱtheȱCouncilȱ
ofȱStateȱinȱnovemberȱŗŜśŘȱǻillustrationȱŘśǼǯȱHisȱworkȱwasȱmainlyȱfocusedȱonȱforeignȱaěairsǰȱ
regularlyȱmeetingȱwithȱministersȱfromȱPortugalǰȱSpainǰȱFranceǰȱSwedenǰȱHamburgǰȱTuscanyǰȱ
Hollandǰȱ andȱAustriaǰȱ andȱ theȱ FirstȱAngloȬDutchȱWarȱ ǻŗŜśŘȮśŚǼǯȱ Butȱ theseȱ involvementsȱ
cameȱtoȱanȱunexpectedȱhaltȱinȱŗŜśřǯȱHisȱfatherȂsȱdiaryȱcontainsȱaȱvividȱaccountȱofȱCromwellȂsȱ
expulsionȱofȱtheȱRumpȱofȱtheȱLongȱParliamentȱonȱŘŖȱAprilǰȱprobablyȱsuppliedȱbyȱAlgernonȱ
verbatimǰȱ forȱaĴemptingȱ toȱpassȱ theȱPerpetuationȱBillǯȱAlgernonȱhadȱbeenȱ involvedȱonlyȱ
theȱpreviousȱeveningȱinȱitsȱęnalȱdraftingȱandȱheȱwasȱenragedȱbyȱCromwellȂsȱdenunciationǱȱ
ȃyouȱareȱnoȱParliamentǰȱiȱsayȱyouȱareȱnoȱParliamentǯȄȱHeȱsteadfastlyȱrefusedȱtoȱvacateȱhisȱ
placeȱtoȱtheȱrightȱofȱtheȱSpeakerǰȱandȱonlyȱafterȱCromwellȂsȱcommandȱȃPutȱhimȱoutȄȱdidȱheȱ
leaveȱtheȱchamberȱofȱhisȱownȱaccordȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗśŞȮşǼǯȱAlgernonȂsȱparliamentaryȱ
careerȱwasȱeěectivelyȱoverǰȱandȱthisȱcrisisȱalsoȱimpactedȱdirectlyȱonȱhisȱbrotherǰȱPhilipǰȱwhoȱ
hadȱbeenȱappointedȱinȱDecemberȱŗŜśŘȱasȱanȱambassadorȱtoȱSwedenǯȱFollowingȱhisȱbrotherȂsȱ
ejectionȱfromȱParliamentǰȱPhilipȱalsoȱresignedȱfromȱthisȱmissionȱjustȱasȱhisȱinstructionsȱwereȱ
completedȱinȱlateȱMarchȱŗŜśřǰȱbutȱratherȱthanȱriskingȱanotherȱpersonalȱclashȱwithȱCromwellǰȱ
heȱtactfullyȱpleadedȱillȱhealthǯ

Theȱ contrastingȱbehaviorȱ ofȱ theȱ twoȱSidneyȱbrothersȱ atȱ thisȱperiodȱ isȱ revealingǰȱ bothȱ
ofȱ theirȱpersonalȱcharactersȱandȱpoliticalȱĚexibilityǯȱDespiteȱnotȱcarryingȱoutȱhisȱSwedishȱ
embassyǰȱ Philipȱ managedȱ toȱ retainȱ CromwellȂsȱ favorȱ andȱ wasȱ summonedȱ toȱ sitȱ inȱ theȱ
Barebonesȱ ǻorȱ ȃLiĴleȄǼȱParliamentǰȱ servingȱ asȱ aȱmemberȱofȱ bothȱofȱ itsȱCouncilsȱ ofȱ Stateǯȱ
WhenȱtheȱBarebonesȱParliamentȱwasȱdissolvedȱinȱDecemberȱŗŜśřȱtheȱremainingȱMPsȱwereȱ
obligedȱtoȱresignȱallȱofȱtheirȱpowersȱtoȱCromwellǰȱwhoȱwasȱinstalledȱonȱŗŜȱDecemberȱasȱLordȱ
Protectorȱofȱenglandǰȱ irelandǰȱandȱScotlandǯȱAlgernonȂsȱ responseȱ toȱCromwellȂsȱabsoluteȱ
ascendancyȱwasȱ inȱsharpȱcontrastȱ toȱPhilipȂsȱquietlyȱpragmaticȱapproachǯȱAlthoughȱ Johnȱ
MiltonȂsȱDefensio SecundaǰȱaȱstridentȱdefenseȱofȱCromwellȂsȱruleȱpublishedȱonȱřŖȱMayȱŗŜśŚǰȱ
describedȱAlgernonȱasȱȃSidneyȱǻanȱ illustriousȱnameǰȱwhichȱiȱrejoiceȱhasȱsteadilyȱadheredȱ
toȱourȱsideǼǰȄȱheȱdecidedȱtoȱleaveȱtheȱcountryǰȱandȱbyȱřŗȱJulyȱwasȱatȱTheȱHagueǰȱwhereȱheȱ
stayedȱuntilȱtheȱfollowingȱSeptemberȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗśşǼǯ

inȱMayȱŗŜśşȱAlgernonȱwasȱchosenȱbyȱtheȱrestoredȱRumpȱParliamentȱtoȱleadȱanȱembassyȱ
toȱSwedenǰȱinȱviewȱofȱtheȱescalatingȱriskȱofȱtheirȱcurrentȱconĚictsȱwithȱDenmarkȱimpedingȱ
bothȱenglishȱandȱDutchȱtradeȱviaȱtheȱBalticȱSoundǯȱHisȱpartyȱarrivedȱatȱelsinoreȱinȱSwedenȱ
onȱŘŖȱJulyǰȱbutȱKingȱCharlesȱXȱgustavusȱfailedȱtoȱagreeȱtoȱanȱaudienceȱquicklyȱenoughȱforȱ
AlgernonȂsȱlikingǯȱinsteadǰȱheȱbeganȱimpromptuȱdiscussionsȱwithȱtheȱDutchȱoverȱassemblingȱ
aȱ jointȱĚeetȱ toȱ imposeȱ aȱ seĴlementȱonȱ theȱSwedesǯȱnaturallyǰȱ theȱ Swedishȱmonarchȱwasȱ
irateȱatȱAlgernonȂsȱimperiousȱbehaviorǰȱaȱsituationȱmadeȱevenȱworseȱwhenȱheȱwasȱhandedȱ
byȱAlgernonȱ aȱ draftȱ treatyȱ alreadyȱ signedȱ byȱ theȱDanesǰȱwithȱ threatsȱ ofȱwarȱ ifȱ Swedenȱ
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 THE SIDNEYS AND THE CONTINENT: THE STUART PERIOD 

Řřś

didȱ notȱ alsoȱ agreeȱ toȱ itǯȱWithȱCharlesȱXȱ incredulouslyȱ claimingȱ thatȱ theȱ englishȱwishedȱ 
ȃtoȱcommandȱallǰȱasȱifȱtheyȱwereȱmastersȄȱǻCSPVȱŗŜśşȮŜŗȱŜŜǼǰȱAlgernonȱlaterȱinsistedȱthatȱ
ȃaȱfewȱshotsȱofȱourȱcannonȱwouldȱhaveȱmadeȱthisȱpeaceȄȱǻScoĴǰȱAlgernonȦRepublicȱŗŘşǼǯȱOnȱ
aȱvisitȱduringȱ thisȱmissionȱ toȱ theȱUniversityȱofȱCopenhagenȱAlgernonȱsignedȱ itsȱvisitorsȂȱ
bookȱwithȱ aȱ pugnaciouslyȱ proudȱ Latinȱ reminiscenceȱ ǻlaterȱ adoptedȱ asȱ theȱmoĴoȱ ofȱ theȱ
USȱstateȱofȱMassachuseĴsǼȱofȱ theȱmilitarismȱ inȱŗśŞŜȱofȱhisȱgreatȬuncleǰȱSirȱPhilipȱSidneyǱȱ
�PHILIPPUS SIDNEY MANUS HAEC INIMICA TYRANNIS EINSE PETIT PLACIDAM 

CUMȱLiBeRTATeȱQUieTeMȄȱǻȃPhilipȱSidneyǰȱthisȱhandǰȱenemyȱtoȱtyrantsǰȱbyȱtheȱswordȱ
seeksȱpeaceȱwithȱlibertyȄǼǯ

TheȱunexpectedȱdeathȱofȱCharlesȱXȱonȱŗŘȱFebruaryȱŗŜŜŖǰȱalongȱwithȱtheȱdepartureȱofȱ
theȱenglishȱĚeetǰȱseverelyȱhamperedȱtheȱprogressȱofȱAlgernonȂsȱnegotiationsǰȱbutȱaȱtreatyȱ
betweenȱtheȱSwedesȱandȱDanesǰȱmediatedȱbyȱenglandǰȱFranceǰȱandȱtheȱDutchǰȱwasȱęnallyȱ
agreedȱonȱŘŝȱMayǯȱDuringȱhisȱtimeȱinȱSwedenǰȱhoweverǰȱAlgernonȱhadȱdemonstratedȱhimselfȱ
toȱbeȱaȱbrusqueȱandȱwarlikeȱdiplomatǰȱandȱmoreȱproblematicallyȱinȱviewȱofȱtheȱchangingȱ
englishȱpoliticalȱ landscapeǰȱanȱunrepentantȱupholderȱofȱ theȱtenetsȱofȱrepublicanȱfreedomȱ
ǻScoĴǰȱAlgernonȦRepublicȱŗŘŝȮřśǼǯ

TheȱresignationȱofȱRichardȱCromwellȱonȱŘŚȱMayȱŗŜśşȱmarkedȱtheȱbeginningȱofȱanotherȱ
periodȱofȱpoliticalȱuncertaintyȱforȱtheȱSidneysǯȱTheȱCountessȱofȱLeicesterȱdiedȱonȱŘŖȱAugustȱ
ŗŜśşǰȱandȱherȱhusbandȱRobertȱbecameȱevenȱmoreȱintrospectiveȱinȱhisȱhabitsǯȱAlthoughȱheȱ
resumedȱhisȱseatȱinȱtheȱHouseȱofȱLordsȱinȱAprilȱŗŜŜŖȱandȱwasȱnamedȱasȱaȱPrivyȱCouncillorȱ
onȱřŗȱMayǰȱasȱsoonȱasȱParliamentȱadjournedȱinȱOctoberȱheȱtookȱtheȱopportunityȱtoȱpleadȱillȱ
healthȱandȱwithdrewȱpermanentlyȱtoȱPenshurstǯȱHeȱdidȱnotȱaĴendȱCharlesȱiiȂsȱcoronationȱinȱ
AprilȱŗŜŜŗǯȱHoweverǰȱdespiteȱhisȱunquestioningȱserviceȱtoȱbothȱOliverȱandȱRichardȱCromwellǰȱ
PhilipǰȱViscountȱLisleǰȱwasȱnotȱregardedȱasȱaȱpoliticalȱthreatȱbyȱCharlesȱiiǯȱHeȱwasȱgrantedȱaȱ
pardonȱunderȱtheȱgreatȱSealȱonȱřŖȱOctoberȱŗŜŜŖȱandȱtookȱliĴleȱpartȱinȱpublicȱaěairsȱbeforeȱ
hisȱfatherȂsȱdeathȱinȱŗŜŝŝǯȱinȱcontrastǰȱAlgernonȱremainedȱunapologeticǰȱdescribingȱinȱŗŜśşȱ
theȱregicideȱasȱȃtheȱjustestȱandȱbravestȱactȱǳȱthatȱeverȱwasȱdoneȱinȱenglandȱorȱanywhereȄȱ
ǻBLȱAddǯȱMSȱřŘŜŞŖȱfolsǯȱşȮŗŖǼǰȱandȱrepublicanismȱasȱȃthatȱcauseǰȱwhichȱbyȱtheȱhelpȱofȱgodȱiȱ
shallȱneverȱdesertȄȱǻBlencoweȱŗŝŖȮŝŗǼǯȱFollowingȱCharlesȱiiȂsȱrestorationǰȱAlgernonȱlingeredȱ
onȱ inȱScandinaviaȱbeforeȱmovingȱtoȱHamburgǰȱbutȱhisȱbrusqueȱtreatmentȱofȱ theȱSwedishȱ
andȱDanishȱkingsȱatȱelsinoreȱstillȱ rankledȱwithȱ theȱnewlyȱempoweredȱroyalistsǯȱevenȱhisȱ
fatherǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱfeltȱthatȱAlgernonȂsȱrefusalȱtoȱcondemnȱtheȱregicidesȱremainedȱ
soȱperilousȱthatȱheȱshouldȱnotȱreturnȱhomeȱsinceȱhisȱpresenceȱcouldȱendangerȱtheȱwelfareȱ
ofȱhisȱentireȱfamilyǱȱȃǽHǾeȱmustȱnotȱthinkȱofȱcomingȱintoȱenglandǰȱwhenȱthatȱactionȱwasȱsoȱ
muchȱabhorredȱbyȱallȱmenǰȱandȱbyȱmeȱinȱparticularǰȱthatȱamȱhisȱfatherȄȱǻBLȱAddǯȱMSȱřŘŜŞŖȱ
folsǯȱşȮŗŖǼǯ

AlthoughȱAlgernonȂsȱ fatherȱconsideredȱ itȱwiseȱ forȱhimȱtoȱremainȱatȱHamburgǰȱwhereȱ
heȱmetȱ upȱwithȱChristianaǰȱ exȬQueenȱ ofȱ Swedenǰȱ heȱ readilyȱ confessedǱȱ ȃiȱ dislikeȱ allȱ theȱ
drunkenȱcountriesȱofȱgermanyǰȱandȱtheȱnorthǰȱandȱamȱnotȱmuchȱinclinedȱtoȱFranceǰȱiȱthinkȱ
iȱ shallȱ chooseȱ italyȄȱ ǻBlencoweȱŗşśǼǯȱAlgernonȱ remainedȱ inȱ italyȱ fromȱŗŜŜŖȱuntilȱ c.ȱ ŗŜŜřǰȱ
ęrstȱresidingȱatȱRomeȱǻScoĴǰȱAlgernonȦRepublicȱŗśřǼǯȱThereȱheȱoccupiedȱhimselfȱwithȱpayingȱ
courtesyȱvisitsȱtoȱvariousȱcardinalsǰȱwhomȱinȱAprilȱŗŜŜŗȱheȱdescribedȱinȱgreatȱdetailȱtoȱhisȱ
fatherȱǻCollinsȱŘǱŝŗŗȮŗśǼǰȱandȱadmiringȱtheȱȃLibertyȱandȱQuietǰȱwhichȱisȱgenerallyȱgrantedȱ
toȱallȱPersonsȱhereȄȱǻŘǱŝŖŖǼǯȱAlthoughȱheȱnoȱlongerȱfoundȱȃthoseȱSignsȱofȱeaseǰȱSatisfactionǰȱ
andȱPlentyȄȱwhichȱheȱhadȱexperiencedȱonȱhisȱęrstȱvisitȱtoȱRomeȱinȱŗŜřŞǰȱheȱwasȱdulyȱgratefulȱ
forȱtheȱȃCompanyȱofȱPersonsȱexcellentȱinȱallȱSciencesǰȱwhichȱisȱtheȱbestȱThingȱStrangersȱcanȱ
seekǯȄȱHeȱalsoȱoěeredȱtoȱsupplyȱhisȱfatherȱwithȱbooksȱfromȱRomeǰȱsuchȱasȱaȱcopyȱofȱtheȱJesuitȱ
CardinalȱPallaviciniȂsȱIstoria del Concilio di TrentoȱǻŗŜśŜȦśŝǼǰȱwhichȱheȱfeltȱwouldȱbecomeȱȃanȱ
OrnamentȱtoȱyourȱLibraryȄȱǻCollinsȱŘǱŝŖŖȮŝŖŘǼǯȱDuringȱFebruaryȱŗŜŜŗȱheȱviewedȱwithȱsternȱ
interestȱandȱcharacteristicȱdisapprovalǰȱtheȱvariousȱpreȬLentenȱfestivitiesǱ
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AllȱtheȱStreetsȱareȱfullȱofȱMasqueradesȱthereǰȱeveryȱDayȱpublicȱComediesǰȱandȱ
manyȱinȱprivateȱHousesǰȱbutȱallȱofȱthemȱasȱillȱasȱeverȱwasȱseenǯȱThereȱhathȱ
beenȱtwoȱmoralȱRepresentationsȱinȱMusicȱǳȱwhichȱwereȱveryȱęneǰȱandȱnotȱtoȱ
beȱequalledȱbyȱanyȱPersonsȱoutȱofȱRomeǯȱTheȱJesuitsȱhaveȱmadeȱmanyȱPlaysȱinȱ
theirȱSeminaryǰȱbutȱtheyȱareȱexceedingȱcoldȱandȱdullǯȱǻCollinsȱŘǱŝŖśǼ

DuringȱMarchȱŗŜŜŗȱheȱcontinuedȱtoȱcompileȱaȱlistȱofȱsuitableȱbooksȱforȱhisȱfatherȱǻCollinsȱ
ŘǱŝŖŜȮŞǼǰȱandȱbyȱearlyȱAprilȱwasȱalsoȱkeenlyȱhuntingȱoutȱotherȱinterestingȱobjectsȱtoȱsendȱ
backȱtoȱPenshurstǰȱnotingǱ

iȱhaveȱwriĴenȱ toȱmyȱCorrespondentȱ atȱ Frankfurtǰȱ forȱ SirȱPhilipȱSidneyȱhisȱ
PictureǯȱiȱcouldȱnotȱsendȱyourȱLordshipȱaȱThingȱofȱlessȱValueȱthenȱmyȱownǰȱ
butȱsinceȱSirȱJǯȱTempleȱsaysȱyourȱLordshipȱwouldȱhaveȱitǰȱiȱwillȱsendȱitǯȱifȱyouȱ
pleaseȱtoȱhaveȱanyȱThingȱelseȱprovidedȱhereǰȱthatȱwillȱbeȱanȱOrnamentȱtoȱyourȱ
newȱBuildingsǰȱasȱPicturesǰȱStatuesǰȱMarbleȱTableǰȱorȱofȱMosaicȱWorkǰȱiȱshallȱ
mostȱdiligentlyȱprovideȱsuchȱasȱyourȱLordshipȱshallȱpleaseȱtoȱCommandȱmeǯȱ
ǻCollinsȱŘǱŝŖşǼ

Byȱ midȬŗŜŜŗȱAlgernonȱ wasȱ residingȱ atȱ theȱ idyllicȱ Villaȱ deȱ Belvedereȱ atȱ Frascatiǰȱ atȱ theȱ
invitationȱofȱPrinceȱPamphiliǰȱaȱnephewȱofȱtheȱpreviousȱpopeǰȱwhereȱheȱlivedȱaȱmoreȱsolitaryȱ
lifeȱandȱdevotedȱhimselfȱtoȱacademicȱstudyǯ

inȱmidȬŗŜŜřȱAlgernonȱwasȱpassingȱthroughȱSwiĵerlandȱandȱpausedȱtoȱvisitȱotherȱenglishȱ
republicanȱexilesȱatȱVeveyǰȱbeforeȱheadingȱonȱthroughȱgenevaȱandȱBrusselsȱ toȱAugsburgȱ
ǻwhereȱlaterȱinȱAprilȱŗŜŜśȱheȱsurvivedȱanȱassassinationȱaĴemptǼǯȱAtȱtheȱUniversityȱofȱgenevaȱ
heȱ inscribedȱ theirȱ visitorȂsȱ bookȱwithȱ aȱhauntingȱ lamentȱ forȱ theȱ executedȱ regicidesǱȱ ȃSiTȱ
SAngUiniSȱULTORȱJUSTORUMȄȱǻȃLetȱthereȱbeȱrevengeȱforȱtheȱbloodȱofȱtheȱjustȄǼǯȱHeȱthenȱ
traveledȱonȱtoȱtheȱUnitedȱProvincesȱandȱtheȱcommencementȱofȱtheȱSecondȱAngloȬDutchȱWarȱ
inȱŗŜŜśȱledȱhimȱtoȱsomeȱoverlyȱoptimisticȱhopesȱforȱanȱinvasionȱofȱenglandȱǻScoĴǰȱAlgernonȦ
RepublicȱŗŝŗȮřǼǯȱDuringȱtheȱsummerȱheȱtraveledȱfromȱtheȱUnitedȱProvincesȱtoȱtheȱcourtȱofȱ
LouisȱXiVǰȱseekingȱ toȱsecureȱFrenchȱęnancialȱsupportȱ forȱsuchȱaȱcampaignǯȱHisȱhopesȱofȱ
militaryȱactionǰȱhoweverǰȱwereȱconfoundedȱbyȱbothȱ theȱFrenchȱkingȂsȱcautionȱandȱDutchȱ
skepticismȱoverȱhowȱaȱrenewedȱcommonwealthȱinȱenglandȱcouldǰȱinȱrealityǰȱadvantageȱtheȱ
UnitedȱProvincesǯȱAtȱthisȱperiodȱheȱwasȱalsoȱdraftingȱhisȱexplosiveȱCourtȱMaximsǰȱarguingȱ
forȱrebellionȱagainstȱtheȱrestoredȱmonarchyǰȱwhichǰȱfortunatelyȱforȱtheȱrestȱofȱtheȱSidneysǰȱ
wereȱnotȱpublishedȱuntilȱtheȱmidȬŗşşŖsǯȱFiveȱofȱtheȱęfteenȱdialoguesȱincludedȱinȱtheȱMaxims 
focusȱspecięcallyȱonȱenglandȂsȱforeignȱpolicyȱandȱargueȱforȱaȱunionȱofȱProtestantȱnationsǯȱ
ResidingȱvariouslyȱatȱRoĴerdamȱandȱMontpellierǰȱAlgernonȱpoignantlyȱviewedȱhimselfȱasȱ
wanderingȱlikeȱaȱȃVagabondȱthroughȱtheȱWorldǰȱforsakenȱofȱmyȱFriendsǰȱpoorǰȱandȱknownȱ
onlyȱtoȱbeȱaȱbrokenȱLimbȱofȱaȱShipȬwreckedȱFactionȄȱǻCollinsȱŘǱŝŘŖǼǯȱHisȱperiodȱofȱFrenchȱ
residenceȱconęrmsȱthisȱdepressingȱsenseȱofȱaȱrootlessȱexistenceǱȱȃSidneyȂsȱ timeȱ inȱFranceȱ
wasȱdividedȱbetweenȱLanguedocȱinȱtheȱsouthȬeastȱǻfromȱŗŜŜŜȱtoȱsomeȱtimeȱbetweenȱŗŜŝŖȱ
andȱŗŜŝŘǼȱandȱguyenneȦBordeauxȱ inȱ theȱsouthȬwestȱ ǻfromȱŗŜŝŘȱorȱŗŜŝřȱuntilȱŗŜŝŝǼǰȱwithȱ
extendedȱvisitsȱtoȱParisȱthroughoutȱtheȱperiodȱǻinȱŗŜŜŜǰȱŗŜŝŖǰȱŗŜŝŜǰȱŗŜŝŝǼȄȱǻScoĴǰȱAlgernonȦ
RepublicȱŘŘřǼǯ

inȱ ŗŜŝŖȱheȱ traveledȱ toȱParisǰȱwhereȱ theȱearlȱ ofȱnorthumberlandȱ andȱhisȱ familyȱwereȱ
alsoȱvisitingǰȱandȱtoȱVersaillesǰȱwhereȱheȱtriedȱtoȱoěerȱhisȱservicesȱtoȱKingȱCharlesȱiiȱviaȱtheȱ
VicomteȱdeȱTurenneǰȱMarshalȱofȱFranceǯȱAboutȱthisȱtimeȱAlgernonȱęnallyȱretiredȱtoȱnéracȱinȱ
gasconyǰȱwhereȱheȱspentȱmostȱofȱtheȱrestȱofȱhisȱexileȱinȱFranceǯ

Algernonȱwasȱnotȱ toȱ returnȱ toȱenglandȱuntilȱ earlyȱSeptemberȱŗŜŝŝǰȱonlyȱ twoȱmonthsȱ
beforeȱ hisȱ fatherȂsȱ deathǯȱ Leicesterȱ diedȱ onȱ Řȱ novemberǰȱ andȱ wasȱ buriedȱ atȱ Penshurstǯȱ
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AlthoughȱAlgernonȱoriginallyȱintendedȱaȱpromptȱreturnȱtoȱFranceǰȱhisȱfatherȂsȱwillȱprovidedȱ
generousȱprovisionȱ forȱbothȱhimselfȱ andȱhisȱyoungerȱbrotherȱHenryǰȱ toȱ theȱdetrimentȱofȱ
PhilipǰȱnowȱthirdȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱwhoȱhadȱfallenȱoutȱwithȱhisȱfatherȱinȱlateȱŗŜśŘǯȱAȱprotractedȱ
chanceryȱcaseȱensuedǰȱwithȱHenryȱresidingȱatȱPenshurstȱandȱAlgernonȱatȱLeicesterȱHouseȱ 
inȱLondonǯȱinȱtheȱmeanȱtimeǰȱAlgernonȱwasȱdrawnȱonceȱagainȱintoȱtheȱcenterȱofȱpoliticalȱ
aěairsǰȱmaintainingȱcloseȱpersonalȱlinksȱwithȱtheȱFrenchǰȱandȱleadingȱaĴemptsȱtoȱformulateȱ
anȱAngloȬDutchȱ republicanȱ foreignȱpolicyȱ asȱ anȱ alternativeȱ toȱ aȱmonarchicȱ unionȱ ofȱ theȱ
HousesȱofȱStuartȱandȱOrangeǯȱWithȱtheȱexecutionȱofȱAlgernonȱonȱŝȱDecemberȱŗŜŞřǰȱfollowingȱ
hisȱcomplicityȱinȱtheȱRyeȱHouseȱPlotǰȱwhichȱwasȱsupposedlyȱplannedȱtoȱmurderȱbothȱCharlesȱ
iiȱandȱhisȱbrotherȱandȱheirȱJamesǰȱDukeȱofȱyorkǰȱtheȱfutureȱpoliticalȱandȱfamilyȱfortunesȱofȱ
theȱSidneysȱnowȱlayȱinȱtheȱhandsȱthreeȱindividualsǱȱPhilipǰȱwhoȱsucceededȱhisȱfatherȱasȱthirdȱ
earlȱofȱLeicesterȱinȱŗŜşŞǲȱhisȱyoungerȱbrotherǰȱHenryȱSidneyǰȱlaterȱearlȱofȱRomneyǰȱandȱhisȱ
nephewǰȱRobertȱSpencerǰȱlaterȱearlȱofȱSunderlandǯȱTheȱContinentalȱinvolvementsȱandȱcrucialȱ
importanceȱofȱtheseȱtwoȱlaĴerȱmembersȱofȱtheȱSidneyȱfamilyȱinȱensuringȱtheȱaccessionȱofȱ
PrinceȱWilliamȱiiiȱofȱOrangeȱasȱKingȱWilliamȱiiiȱofȱenglandȱareȱtracedȱinȱBrennanȱARCȱŗǱŗŘǯ
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