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ȱ ȱŗŘ 

HenryȱSidneyȱǻŗŜŚŗȮŗŝŖŚǼǰȱ 
earlȱofȱRomneyǰȱandȱRobertȱSpencerȱ

ǻŗŜŚŗȮŗŝŖŘǼǰȱSecondȱearlȱofȱSunderland
MichaelȱgǯȱBrennan

Henry Sidney and the House of Orange

TheȱcrucialȱroleȱofȱColonelȱHenryȱSidneyȱǻearlȱofȱRomneyȱfromȱŗŜşŚǼȱduringȱtheȱŗŜŞŖsȱinȱ
supportingȱtheȱclaimsȱofȱtheȱHouseȱofȱOrangeȱandȱWilliamȱiiiȱtoȱtheȱenglishȱthroneȱisȱnowȱ
oftenȱ underestimatedȱ andȱmeritsȱ reassessmentǯȱ inȱMayȱ ŗŜŝŞȱ Colonelȱ Sidneyǰȱ theȱ fourthȱ
survivingȱandȱyoungestȱsonȱofȱRobertȱSidneyǰȱsecondȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱandȱDorothyȱǻPercyǼȱ
SidneyǰȱCountessȱofȱLeicesterǰȱ ledȱanȱ infantryȱregimentȱ inȱ theȱBritishȱexpeditionaryȱ forceȱ
toȱFlandersǯȱTheseȱcircumstancesȱprovidedȱhimȱwithȱanȱopportunityȱtoȱbeginȱcultivatingȱaȱ
lastingȱfriendshipȱwithȱtheȱProtestantȱWilliamȱiiiǰȱPrinceȱofȱOrangeȱǻŗŜśŖȮŗŝŖŘǼǰȱtheȱfutureȱ
KingȱWilliamȱiiiǯȱTheȱtimeȱwasȱripeȱforȱtheȱactiveȱfosteringȱofȱAngloȬDutchȱrelationsȱbecauseȱ
onȱŚȱnovemberȱŗŜŝŝȱWilliamȱhadȱmarriedȱPrincessȱMaryǰȱdaughterȱofȱJamesǰȱDukeȱofȱyorkǰȱ
andȱtherebyȱbecameȱaȱlikelyȱcandidateȱforȱtheȱenglishȱthroneȱifȱhisȱfatherȬinȬlawȱwasȱexcludedȱ
becauseȱofȱhisȱCatholicismǯȱHenryȱSidneyȂsȱpersonalȱcontactsȱwithȱtheȱprinceȱwereȱjudgedȱsoȱ
promisingȱthatȱinȱJuneȱŗŜŝşȱheȱwasȱappointedȱasȱenvoyȬextraordinaryȱtoȱtheȱStatesȱgeneralȱ
ofȱtheȱUnitedȱProvincesȱwithȱaȱbriefȱtoȱmaintainȱaȱdefensiveȱallianceȱwithȱtheȱDutchȱagainstȱ
FranceǯȱSidneyȱfamilyȱconnectionsȱprovedȱcrucialȱtoȱthisȱpoliticalȱappointmentȱsinceȱitȱhadȱ
beenȱengineeredȱlargelyȱthroughȱtheȱinĚuenceȱofȱtwoȱcloseȱassociatesǱȱhisȱownȱnephewȱandȱ
coevalǰȱRobertȱSpencerȱǻfromȱŗŜŚřǰȱsecondȱearlȱofȱSunderlandǼǰȱandȱtheȱprecedingȱenglishȱ
envoyȱ atȱTheȱHagueǰȱ SirȱWilliamȱTempleȱ ǻŗŜŘŞȮşşǼǰȱwhoȱwasȱ theȱgrandsonȱofȱ SirȱPhilipȱ
SidneyȂsȱ trustedȱ secretaryȱ duringȱ theȱ ŗśŞŖsǰȱWilliamȱTempleǰȱ andȱ theȱ nephewȱ ofȱHenryȱ
HammondǰȱformerlyȱRectorȱofȱPenshurstǰȱŗŜřřȮŚŘǯ

HenryȱSidneyȂsȱrelationshipȱwithȱWilliamȱiiiǰȱPrinceȱofȱOrangeǰȱĚourishedȱduringȱtheȱ
nextȱtwoȱdecadesǰȱandȱheȱbecameȱaȱvaluableȱconduitȱforȱdiplomaticȱnegotiationsȱbetweenȱ
theȱenglishȱ andȱDutchǯȱ Theȱ twoȱmenȱoftenȱdinedȱ andȱhuntedȱ togetherǰȱ andȱ Sidneyȱwasȱ
treatedȱbyȱtheȱprinceȱandȱhisȱfamilyȱasȱaȱtrustedȱconędantǯȱOnȱŗŗȱAugustȱŗŜŞŖǰȱforȱexampleǰȱ
heȱaccompaniedȱWilliamȱonȱaȱpoignantȱtripȱtoȱviewȱȃtheȱfortięcationsȱofȱZutphenȄȱǻSidneyǰȱ
Diaryȱ ŘǱşŚǼǰȱwhereȱ hisȱ greatȬuncleǰȱ Sirȱ Philipȱ Sidneyǰȱ hadȱ receivedȱ hisȱmortalȱwoundȱ inȱ
SeptemberȱŗśŞŜǯȱAnotherȱ typicalȱ referenceȱ inȱoneȱofȱhisȱ leĴersǰȱdatedȱŗŝȱDecemberȱŗŜŞŖǰȱ
recordsȱhowȱthatȱeveningǱȱȃtheȱPrinceȱandȱPrincessȱofȱOrangeȱandȱPrinceȱofȱHanoverȱdoȱ
meȱ theȱ honourȱ toȱ comeȱ toȱmyȱ houseǯȱ Theyȱ shallȱ haveȱmusicȱ andȱ dancingǰȱ andȱ theȱ bestȱ
entertainmentȱiȱcanȱgiveȱthemȄȱǻDiaryȱŘǱŗŚŜǼǯ

ThisȱlevelȱofȱpersonalȱintimacyȱbetweenȱHenryȱSidneyȱandȱPrinceȱWilliamȱiiiȱwasȱalsoȱ
foundedȱuponȱ aȱ centuryȱ ofȱmutualȱ respectȱ andȱ friendshipȱ betweenȱ theȱ Sidneysȱ andȱ theȱ
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HouseȱofȱOrangeǯȱTheȱprinceȂsȱgreatȬgrandfatherǰȱWilliamȱiȱǻȃtheȱSilentȄǼǰȱPrinceȱofȱOrangeȱ
ǻŗśśřȮŞŚǼǰȱhadȱhopedȱinȱŗśŝŝȱtoȱmarryȱhisȱdaughterǰȱMarieȱofȱnassauǰȱtoȱHenryȱSidneyȂsȱ
greatȬuncleǰȱSirȱPhilipȱSidneyǰȱwhoȱduringȱtheȱearlyȱŗśŞŖsȱhadȱbeenȱkeenȱtoȱ joinȱWilliamȱ
iȂsȱmilitaryȱforcesǯȱPhilipȂsȱyoungerȱbrotherǰȱRobertȱSidneyǰȱservedȱasȱgovernorȱofȱFlushingȱ
fromȱŗśŞşȱuntilȱŗŜŗŜǰȱandȱwhenȱhisȱeldestȱsonȱandȱheirǰȱWilliamǰȱwasȱbornȱinȱnovemberȱŗśşŖǰȱ
LouiseȱdeȱColignyǰȱPrincessȱofȱOrangeȯtheȱfourthȱandȱlastȱwifeȱofȱWilliamȱiȯhadȱstoodȱasȱ
godmotherȱforȱtheȱchristeningǯȱFiftyȱyearsȱlaterȱHenryȱSidneyȂsȱolderȱbrotherǰȱAlgernonȱǻseeȱ
ScoĴȱARCȱŗǱŗŗǼǰȱsoughtȱinȱlateȱŗŜŚŖȱaȱmilitaryȱappointmentȱinȱtheȱforcesȱofȱWilliamȱiiǰȱPrinceȱ
ofȱOrangeǰȱinȱadvanceȱofȱtheȱprinceȂsȱmarriageȱonȱŘȱMayȱŗŜŚŗȱtoȱMaryȱHenrieĴaȱStuartǰȱtheȱ
PrincessȱRoyalȱandȱeldestȱdaughterȱofȱKingȱCharlesȱiǯȱWhenȱaddressingȱtheȱDutchȱAssemblyȱ
atȱTheȱHagueȱinȱAugustȱŗŜŝşǰȱHenryȱSidneyȱwasȱjustięablyȱproudȱtoȱrecallǱ

iȱ amȱveryȱgladȱ toȱbeȱemployedȱ inȱaȱ serviceȱofȱ soȱgreatȱ importanceȱ toȱbothȱ
nationsǰȱandȱiȱshallȱnotȱfailȱtoȱcontributeȱallȱmyȱendeavoursȱtowardsȱitǲȱandȱ
yourȱ Lordshipsȱ havingȱ hadȱ soȱ manyȱ ofȱ myȱ familyȱ engagedȱ formerlyȱ inȱ
employmentsȱhereǰȱwillǰȱiȱhopeǰȱtakeȱitȱasȱanȱearnestȱofȱmyȱownȱgoodȱaěectionȱ
toȱtheȱserviceȱofȱtheȱStateǯȱǻDiaryȱŗǱśŞǼ

OnȱŘŞȱJanuaryȱŗŜşŖȱHenryȱSidneyȱalsoȱcrypticallyȱnotedȱinȱhisȱdiaryȱthatȱȃMonsieurȱZulesteinȱ
wasȱmarriedȄȱǻDiaryȱŘǱŗŜŘǼȯanȱeventȱthatȱprovidedȱyetȱanotherȱSidneyȱfamilyȱconnectionȱ
sinceȱWilliamȱFrederickȱvanȱnassauȱvanȱZuylesteinȱ ǻlaterȱearlȱofȱRochfordǼȱmarriedȱJaneȱ
Wrothȱ ǻŗŜśşȮŗŝŖřǼǰȱ aȱMaidȱofȱHonourȱ toȱMaryǰȱPrincessȱofȱOrangeǰȱ andȱ theȱdaughterȱofȱ
HenryȱWrothȱǻaȱnephewȱofȱHenryȱSidneyȂsȱauntǰȱLadyȱMaryȱWrothǼǯ

Followingȱ theȱdeathȱofȱKingȱCharlesȱ iiȱ inȱFebruaryȱŗŜŞśǰȱHenryȱSidneyȱcrossedȱonceȱ
againȱtoȱtheȱLowȱCountriesȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱnovemberȱandȱrenewedȱhisȱfriendshipȱwithȱtheȱ
PrinceȱofȱOrangeȱandȱhisȱProtestantȱwifeǰȱPrincessȱMaryǯȱByȱŗŜŞŞǰȱtheȱyearȱofȱtheȱȃgloriousȱ
RevolutionȄȱwhenȱ theȱ princeȱwasȱ poisedȱ toȱ invadeȱ englandȱ toȱ supportȱ hisȱ claimȱ toȱ theȱ
throneǰȱHenryȱSidneyȱwasȱęrmlyȱestablishedȱasȱhisȱchiefȱintermediaryȱwithȱsupportersȱinȱ
englandǯȱHeȱwasȱprominentȱinȱtheȱdraftingȱofȱtheȱformalȱleĴerȱǻtheȱęnalȱversionȱwasȱinȱhisȱ
handǼȱthatȱwasȱdeliveredȱtoȱWilliamȱonȱřŖȱJuneȱŗŜŞŞǰȱinvitingȱhimȱtoȱcrossȱoverȱtoȱenglandǯȱ
gilbertȱBurnetǰȱwhoȱwasȱthenȱservingȱasȱWilliamȂsȱpersonalȱchaplainǰȱrecordedȱthatȱSidneyȱ
wasȱtheȱȃmanȱinȱwhoseȱhandsȱtheȱconductȱofȱtheȱwholeȱdesignȱwasȱchieĚyȱdepositedǰȱbyȱtheȱ
princeȂsȱownȱorderȄȱǻBishop Burnet�s HistoryȱřǱŘŜŚǼǯȱHeȱlandedȱwithȱtheȱprinceȱatȱTorbayȱonȱ 
śȱnovemberȱǻasȱhisȱseniorȱcommandingȱoĜcerȱinȱtheȱęeldȱwithȱtheȱrankȱofȱmajorȬgeneralǼȱ
forȱtheȱHouseȱofȱOrangeȂsȱlargelyȱpeacefulȱclaimingȱofȱtheȱenglishȱthroneǯ

HenryȱSidneyȱprosperedȱduringȱtheȱreignȱofȱKingȱWilliamȱiiiǰȱandȱonȱCoronationȱDayȱ
ǻşȱAprilȱŗŜŞşǼȱwasȱcreatedȱBaronȱMiltonȱandȱViscountȱSidneyȱofȱSheppeyǯȱinȱŗŜŞşȱheȱwasȱ
appointedȱasȱaȱPrivyȱCouncillorǰȱFirstȱgentlemanȱofȱtheȱBedchamberǰȱandȱLordȱLieutenantȱ
andȱViceȬAdmiralȱofȱKentǰȱfollowedȱbyȱtheȱWardenshipȱofȱtheȱCinqueȱPortsȱandȱConstableȱ
ofȱ Doverȱ Castleȱ ǻŗŜşŗǼǰȱ alongȱ withȱ generousȱ royalȱ grantsȱ ofȱ extensiveȱ landsȱ inȱ irelandǯȱ
Mostȱ prominentlyǰȱ heȱ occupiedȱ theȱ publicȱ andȱ symbolicȱ roleȱ ofȱ oneȱ ofȱ theȱ kingȂsȱmostȱ
experiencedȱmilitaryȱ commandersǰȱ echoingȱhisȱ familyȂsȱproudȱ traditionȱofȱ royalȱmilitaryȱ
serviceȱ stretchingȱ backȱ toȱ theȱ distinctionȱ achievedȱ byȱ hisȱ greatȬgreatȬgrandfatherǰȱ Sirȱ
WilliamȱSidneyǰȱatȱtheȱBaĴleȱofȱFloddenȱǻŗśŗřǼǯȱDuringȱsummerȱŗŜşŖȱheȱservedȱduringȱtheȱ
irishȱcampaignǰȱculminatingȱinȱhisȱparticipationȱatȱtheȱBaĴleȱofȱtheȱBoyneȱandȱtheȱSiegeȱofȱ
LimerickǯȱinȱMayȱŗŜşŗȱheȱwasȱnamedǰȱduringȱWilliamȱiiiȂsȱabsenceȱinȱFlandersǰȱasȱoverallȱ
commanderȱofȱallȱfootȱregimentsǰȱandȱinȱMarchȱŗŜşŘȱwasȱappointedȱasȱLordȱLieutenantȱofȱ
irelandǰȱwhereȱhisȱbrotherȱPhilipǰȱthirdȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱhisȱfatherȱRobertǰȱtheȱsecondȱearlǰȱ
andȱhisȱgreatȬgrandfatherǰȱSirȱHenryȱSidneyǰȱhadȱallȱheldȱhighȱoĜceȱǻseeȱWarkentinȱARCȱŗǱşǲȱ
McgowanȬDoyleȱARCȱŗǱŘǼǯȱRecalledȱtoȱenglandȱinȱŗŜşřǰȱheȱwasȱchosenȱasȱMasterȬgeneralȱ
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ofȱtheȱOrdnanceȯaȱkeyȱpostȱinȱrelationȱtoȱbothȱnationalȱsecurityȱandȱWilliamȱiiiȂsȱmilitaryȱ
plansȱonȱtheȱContinentǯȱinȱMayȱŗŜşŚȱheȱwasȱpromotedȱtoȱtheȱrankȱofȱlieutenantȬgeneralȱandȱ
createdȱęrstȱearlȱofȱRomneyǯ

ByȱnowȱinȱhisȱmidȬęftiesǰȱHenryȱSidneyȱretiredȱfromȱactiveȱęeldȱserviceǰȱbutȱremainedȱ
prominentȱ inȱmilitaryȱprocurementȱandȱpageantryǯȱHeȱtookȱaȱ leadingȱroleȱ inȱtheȱLondonȱ
celebrationsȱ followingȱ theȱenglishȱ triumphȱatȱ theȱSiegeȱofȱnamurȱ ǻŗŜşśǼȱandȱtheȱsigningȱ
ofȱtheȱTreatyȱofȱRyswickȱǻŗŜşŝǼǰȱwhichȱconcludedȱtheȱnineȱyearsȂȱWarȱandȱwhichȱhadȱbeenȱ
managedȱbyȱhisȱnephewǰȱRobertȱSpencerǯȱThisȱperiodȱmarkedȱtheȱapogeeȱofȱtheȱroyalȱcourtȱ
careersȱofȱbothȱHenryȱSidneyȱandȱRobertȱSpencerǰȱandȱtheyȱwereȱnamedȱtogetherȱamongȱ
theȱLordȱJusticesȱtoȱgovernȱtheȱcountryȱduringȱWilliamȱiiiȂsȱabsenceȱinȱŗŜşŝǯȱHenryȱSidneyȱ
remainedȱonȱintimateȱpersonalȱtermsȱwithȱtheȱkingǰȱaccompanyingȱhimȱonȱthreeȱseparateȱ
visitsȱ toȱTheȱHagueȱ betweenȱ ŗŜşşȱ andȱ ŗŝŖŗǯȱKingȱWilliamȱ iiiȱ diedȱ onȱ ŞȱMarchȱ ŗŝŖŘǲȱ onȱ
ŘŞȱSeptemberȱofȱtheȱsameȱyearȱRobertȱSpencerȱdiedȱofȱheartȱfailureȱandȱwasȱsucceededȱasȱ
thirdȱearlȱofȱSunderlandȱbyȱCharlesȱǻc.ȱŗŜŝŚȮŗŝŘŘǼǰȱhisȱonlyȱsurvivingȱsonǯȱTheȱaccessionȱofȱ
QueenȱAnneȱeěectivelyȱendedȱHenryȱSidneyȂsȱpublicȱcareerǰȱandȱheȱdiedȱofȱtheȱsmallpoxȱonȱ
ŞȱAprilȱŗŝŖŚǯ

Education, Continental Travel, and Court Careers  
of Henry Sidney and Robert Spencer

HenryȱSidneyȂsȱdistinguishedȱcourtȱcareerȱduringȱtheȱlastȱquarterȱofȱtheȱseventeenthȱcenturyȱ
oftenȱinterlinkedȱwithȱthatȱofȱhisȱnephewȱandȱcoevalȱRobertȱSpencerǰȱearlȱofȱSunderlandǰȱ
withȱwhomȱheȱhadȱgrownȱupȱasȱaȱ childǯȱHoweverǰȱ evenȱ thoughȱSidneyȱandȱSpencerǰȱ asȱ
notedǰȱwereȱnamedȱtogetherȱamongȱthoseȱappointedȱinȱŗŜşŝȱtoȱgovernȱtheȱcountryȱwhileȱ
WilliamȱiiiȱwasȱabroadǰȱtheirȱearlierȱcareersȱduringȱtheȱreignsȱofȱCharlesȱiiȱandȱJamesȱiiȱhadȱ
sometimesȱ takenȱdivergentȱpathsǯȱLetȱusȱnowȱ lookȱbackȱ inȱ timeȱ toȱ examineȱ theirȱ sharedȱ
childhoodǰȱ youthǰȱ andȱ earlyȱ courtȱ experiencesǰȱ andȱ inȱparticularȱ theirȱ sometimesȱ starklyȱ
contrastingȱpersonalȱaĜliationsȱwithȱJamesȱiiȱandȱWilliamȱiiiǯ

HenryȱSidneyȱwasȱbornȱduringȱhisȱfatherȂsȱParisȱembassyȱinȱspringȱŗŜŚŗǰȱandȱhisȱnephewǰȱ
RobertȱSpencerǰȱwasȱalsoȱbornȱatȱParisȱonȱtheȱfollowingȱSeptemberǯȱTheyȱwereȱtoȱbecomeȱ
lifelongȱfriendsȱandȱcourtȱassociatesǰȱdemonstratingȱyetȱagainȱtheȱpoliticalȱpotencyȱofȱSidneyȱ
familyȱnetworksȱ ǻseeȱBrennanȱARCȱ ŗǱŗǼǯȱRobertȱwasȱ theȱ eldestȱ survivingȱ sonȱofȱHenryȂsȱ
sisterǰȱDorothyǰȱwhoȱhadȱbeenȱwidowedȱwhenȱherȱroyalistȱhusbandǰȱHenryȱSpencerǰȱęrstȱ
earlȱofȱSunderlandǰȱwasȱkilledȱinȱŗŜŚřǰȱagedȱtwentyȬtwoǰȱatȱtheȱBaĴleȱofȱnewburyǯȱTheȱtwoȱ
boysȱwereȱeducatedȱtogetherȱatȱPenshurstȱunderȱ theȱchargeȱofȱThomasȱPierceǰȱanȱejectedȱ
fellowȱofȱMagdalenȱCollegeǰȱOxfordǯȱAsȱpoliticalȱconditionsȱgrewȱuncertainȱ inȱŗŜśŞǰȱ theyȱ
wereȱsentȱwithȱPierceȱtoȱbroadenȱtheirȱeducationȱbyȱtravelingȱonȱtheȱContinentǰȱwhereȱtheyȱ
stayedȱuntilȱCharlesȱiiȂsȱrestorationȱwasȱcertainǯȱTheyȱwereȱabroadȱagainȱforȱmuchȱofȱtheȱęrstȱ
halfȱofȱtheȱŗŜŜŖsǯȱRobertȱtraveledȱextensivelyȱthroughȱFranceȱǻwithȱWilliamȱPennǰȱlaterȱtheȱ
founderȱofȱPennsylvaniaǼǰȱSpainǰȱSwiĵerlandǰȱandȱitalyǰȱonlyȱreturningȱbrieĚyȱtoȱenglandȱinȱ
ŗŜŜřǯȱHenryȱwasȱinȱitalyȱagainȱforȱmostȱofȱŗŜŜŚȱwithȱaȱculturedȱgroupȱofȱyoungȱenglishmenǰȱ
includingȱHenryȱSavileǰȱSidneyȱgodolphinǰȱWilliamȱTrumbullǰȱandȱhisȱnephewȱSunderlandǯȱ
Whenȱbothȱyoungȱmenȱęnallyȱ returnedȱ toȱenglandȱ inȱ ŗŜŜśǰȱ theirȱ courtȱ careersȱ beganȱ inȱ
earnestǯȱTheyȱwereȱtoȱproveȱthemselvesȱtwoȱofȱtheȱmostȱadaptableǰȱpragmaticǰȱandȱshrewdȱ
courtiersȱ ofȱ theirȱ generationǰȱ evenȱ ifȱ theyȱ tendedȱ occasionallyȱ toȱ overstretchȱ themselvesǰȱ
bothȱonȱtheȱpersonalȱandȱpoliticalȱlevelsǰȱandȱexpressedȱdiěeringȱpoliticalȱandȱroyalȱloyaltiesǯ

Renownedȱ forȱhisȱgoodȱ looksȱandȱsocialȱ charmsǰȱHenryȱSidneyȱsecuredȱaȱpositionȱasȱ
groomȱofȱtheȱBedchamberȱtoȱJamesǰȱDukeȱofȱyorkǰȱandȱwasȱsoonȱappointedȱasȱMasterȱofȱ
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ŗŝŘ

theȱHorseȱ toȱ theȱ dukeȂsȱwifeǰȱAnneǰȱ theȱ daughterȱ ofȱCharlesȱ iiȂsȱ chiefȱministerǰȱ edwardȱ
HydeǰȱearlȱofȱClarendonǯȱUnfortunatelyǰȱhisȱĚirtatiousȱ relationshipȱwithȱ theȱduchessȱ ledȱ
toȱhisȱdismissalǰȱandȱheȱ isȱknownȱ toȱhaveȱhadȱ liaisonsȱatȱ thisȱperiodȱwithȱotherȱwomenǰȱ
includingȱAnneȱTempleȱǻŗŜŚşȮŗŝŗŞǼȱandȱgraceȱWorthleyǰȱbyȱwhomȱheȱhadȱanȱillegitimateȱ
sonǰȱHenryȱǻSidneyǰȱDiaryȱŗǱxxviiȮxxxvǼǯȱByȱŗŜŜŝȱheȱwasȱreducedȱtoȱacceptingȱaȱcommissionȱ
inȱ aȱ regimentȱ underȱ theȱ commandȱ ofȱ hisȱ olderȱ brotherǰȱ Robertȱ Sidneyȱ ǻŗŜŘŜȮŜŞǼǰȱ inȱ theȱ
UnitedȱProvincesǯȱAfterȱaȱfailedȱaĴemptȱtoȱgainȱaȱparliamentaryȱseatȱinȱŗŜŜŞǰȱheȱreturnedȱ
toȱFranceȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱyearǯȱHeȱwasȱthereȱagainȱinȱŗŜŝŘǰȱthisȱtimeȱtoȱdeliverȱaȱmessageȱ
ofȱcondolenceȱfromȱCharlesȱiiȱoverȱtheȱdeathȱofȱLouisȱXiVȂsȱdaughterǰȱMarieȬThérèseǯȱStillȱ
ambitiousȱforȱaȱformalȱpresenceȱatȱtheȱenglishȱcourtǰȱHenryȱpurchasedȱinȱŗŜŝśȱtheȱpositionȱ
ofȱMasterȱofȱtheȱRobesǰȱtherebyȱgainingȱhisȱęrstȱmajorȱpostȱatȱtheȱroyalȱcourtǯ

Robertȱ SpencerȂsȱ courtȱ careerȱ alsoȱ beganȱ inȱ ŗŜŜśǰȱwhenȱ heȱ returnedȱ toȱ englandȱ andȱ
marriedȱAnneǰȱdaughterȱofȱgeorgeȱDigbyǰȱearlȱofȱBristolǰȱwhomȱheȱhadȱpreviouslyȱcourtedȱ
inȱŗŜŜřǰȱbutȱ thenȱsuddenlyȱĚedȱabroadȱwhenȱaȱmarriageȱwasȱarrangedǯȱApparentlyȱnowȱ
happilyȱ marriedǰȱ Robertȱ andȱ Anneȱ tookȱ upȱ residenceȱ atȱ theȱ familyȂsȱ seatȱ atȱ Althorpǰȱ
northamptonshireǯȱThisȱunionȱbroughtȱRobertȱintoȱusefulȱcontactȱwithȱhisȱbrotherȬinȬlawǰȱ
georgeȱSavileǰȱearlȱofȱHalifaxǰȱwhoȱinȱŗŜśŜȱhadȱmarriedȱRobertȂsȱsisterǰȱDorothyȱSpencerȱ
ǻŗŜŚŖȮŝŖǲȱ seeȱ Akkermanȱ ARCȱ ŗǱŗŖǼǰȱ andȱ alsoȱ withȱ theȱ Dukesȱ ofȱ yorkȱ andȱ Monmouthǯȱ
ThroughȱhisȱwifeȂsȱfamilyȱheȱwasȱonȱfriendlyȱtermsȱwithȱHenryȱBennetǰȱearlȱofȱArlingtonǰȱ
CharlesȱiiȂsȱformerȱagentȱatȱMadridȱandȱhisȱSecretaryȱofȱStateȱǻŗŜŜŘȮŝŚǼǯȱArlingtonȱsponsoredȱ
hisȱ introductionȱ toȱdiplomaticȱ aěairsǰȱ arrangingȱ forȱhimȱ toȱbeȱ sentȱ inȱ ŗŜŝŖȱ toȱLouisȱXiVȱ
toȱoěerȱCharlesȱiiȂsȱthanksȱafterȱtheȱsigningȱofȱtheȱTreatyȱofȱDoverǯȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱyearȱ
SpencerȱwentȱtoȱMadridȱasȱanȱenvoyȬextraordinaryȱwithȱtheȱdiĜcultȱbriefȱofȱaĴemptingȱtoȱ
preventȱanȱHispanoȬDutchȱallianceȱagainstȱtheȱFrenchǯȱAlthoughȱthisȱmissionȱachievedȱliĴleǰȱ
withȱArlingtonȂsȱpatronageȱheȱsecuredȱtheȱenglishȱambassadorȂsȱpostȱatȱParisȱinȱŗŜŝŘǯȱTakenȱ
convenientlyȱillȱinȱMarchȱŗŜŝřȱwhenȱaboutȱtoȱdepartȱonȱyetȱanotherȱtaxingȱandȱexpensiveȱ
embassyȱtoȱCologneǰȱheȱwasȱableȱtoȱshedȱhisȱdiplomaticȱdutiesȱandȱmoveȱbackȱtoȱLondonǰȱ
whereȱheȱsecuredȱaȱpositionȱasȱaȱgentlemanȱofȱtheȱBedchamberǯȱByȱthisȱtimeȱArlingtonȱhadȱ
fallenȱfromȱroyalȱfavorǰȱbutȱSpencerȱdeftlyȱsecuredȱtheȱpersonalȱsupportȱofȱCharlesȱiiȂsȱthenȱ
mostȱinĚuentialȱmistressǰȱLouiseȱdeȱKéroualleǰȱDuchessȱofȱPortsmouthǯȱHeȱregularlyȱactedȱ
asȱaȱverbalȱintermediaryȱbetweenȱtheȱkingȱandȱtheȱduchessǰȱandȱassistedȱinȱgainingȱroyalȱ
assentȱinȱŗŜŝśȱforȱtheȱennoblingȱofȱherȱsonȱasȱDukeȱofȱRichmondǯȱHeȱundertookȱtwoȱotherȱ
briefȱ diplomaticȱmissionsȱ toȱ theȱ courtȱ ofȱ LouisȱXiVȱ inȱ ŗŜŜŝȦŜŞȱ beforeȱ achievingȱ genuineȱ
politicalȱpotencyȱinȱFebruaryȱŗŜŝşǰȱwhenȱCharlesȱiiȱappointedȱhimȱasȱhisȱSecretaryȱofȱStateȱ
ofȱtheȱnorthernȱDepartmentǯ

HenryȱSidneyȂsȱfatherǰȱRobertǰȱsecondȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱdiedȱonȱŘȱnovemberȱŗŜŝŝǰȱandȱ
hisȱwillȱprovidedȱgenerousȱprovisionȱforȱbothȱHenryȱandȱAlgernonȱǻseeȱScoĴȱARCȱŗǱŗŗǼǰȱtoȱ
theȱdetrimentȱofȱtheirȱeldestȱbrotherǰȱPhilipǰȱnowȱthirdȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱwhoȱhadȱfallenȱoutȱ
withȱhisȱfatherȱinȱŗŜśŘǯȱAȱprotractedȱchanceryȱcaseȱensuedǰȱwithȱHenryȱresidingȱatȱPenshurstȱ
andȱAlgernonȱatȱLeicesterȱHouseȱinȱLondonǯȱTheȱaftermathȱofȱtheȱPopishȱPlotȱinȱŗŜŝŞȱandȱ
theȱbeginningsȱofȱ theȱexclusionȱCrisisȱ inȱŗŜŝşǰȱ focusingȱonȱ theȱproblemsȱofȱ theȱprobableȱ
successionȱofȱCharlesȱiiȂsȱCatholicȱbrotherȱJamesǰȱplacedȱHenryȱSidneyȱandȱRobertȱSpencerȱ
atȱtheȱveryȱheartȱofȱgovernmentalȱintriguesǯȱSunderlandȱwasȱactiveȱinȱtryingȱtoȱplacateȱthoseȱ
mostȱhostileȱtoȱaȱCatholicȱsuccessionǰȱnotablyȱtheȱearlȱofȱShaftesburyǰȱandȱledȱanȱaĴemptȱtoȱ
gainȱsupportȱforȱaȱschemeȱofȱlimitationsǰȱunderȱwhichȱJamesȱasȱaȱCatholicȱkingȱwouldȱvowȱ
toȱupholdȱ theȱChurchȱofȱenglandȱandȱrespectȱ theȱauthorityȱofȱParliamentǯȱHenryȱSidneyȱ
wasȱ simultaneouslyȱ continuingȱ toȱ courtȱ theȱ trustȱ ofȱWilliamȱ iiiǰȱ Princeȱ ofȱ Orangeǰȱ andȱ
nowȱ consideredȱ itȱ imperativeȱ thatȱWilliamȱ shouldȱ eitherȱpersonallyȱ comeȱ toȱenglandȱorȱ
declareȱpubliclyȱhisȱclaimȱtoȱtheȱenglishȱthroneǯȱSunderlandȂsȱpublicȱsupportȱforȱtheȱsecondȱ
exclusionȱBillȱinȱlateȱŗŜŞŖȱledȱtoȱhisȱownȱtemporaryȱexclusionȱfromȱroyalȱfavorǲȱhoweverǰȱ
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 HENRY SIDNEY, EARL OF ROMNEY, & ROBERT SPENCER, SECOND EARL OF SUNDERLAND

ŗŝř

byȱSeptemberȱŗŜŞŘȱheȱhadȱregainedȱaȱseatȱonȱtheȱPrivyȱCouncilǰȱandȱheȱwasȱagainȱnamedȱasȱ
SecretaryȱofȱStateȱonȱřŗȱJanuaryȱŗŜŞřǯ

inȱtheȱaftermathȱofȱtheȱRyeȱHouseȱPlotǰȱwhichȱwasȱsupposedlyȱplannedȱtoȱmurderȱbothȱ
Charlesȱ iiȱ andȱ hisȱ brotherȱ andȱ heirȱ Jamesǰȱ Dukeȱ ofȱ yorkǰȱ Henryȱ SidneyȂsȱ elderȱ brotherȱ
AlgernonȱwasȱexecutedȱonȱTowerȱHillȱonȱŝȱDecemberȱŗŜŞřǯȱAlthoughȱhisȱnephewǰȱRobertȱ
SpencerǰȱhadȱdistancedȱhimselfȱfromȱtheȱtrialǰȱHenryȱSidneyȱwasȱallowedȱtoȱburyȱAlgernonȂsȱ
bodyȱatȱPenshurstȱandȱtoȱinheritȱhisȱestateǯȱSunderlandȂsȱinĚuenceȱatȱcourtȱwasȱstillȱveryȱmuchȱ
inȱtheȱascendantȱduringȱŗŜŞŚǰȱandȱheȱwasȱpoisedȱtoȱbecomeȱchiefȱministerȱwhenȱCharlesȱiiȱ
unexpectedlyȱ diedȱ onȱ Ŝȱ Februaryȱ ŗŜŞśǯȱAlthoughȱ hisȱ personalȱ contactsȱ withȱ Jamesȱ hadȱ
diminishedȱduringȱtheȱexclusionȱCrisisǰȱhisȱskillfulȱmanipulationȱofȱtheȱHouseȱofȱCommonsȱ
toȱensureȱitsȱsupportȱforȱtheȱnewȱkingȱrapidlyȱgainedȱhimȱroyalȱfavorǰȱandȱheȱretainedȱhisȱ
postȱasȱSecretaryȱofȱStateǯȱRenownedȱforȱhisȱȃtimeȬservingȱandȱdoubleȬdealingȄȱǻKenyonȱŘŗǼȱ
andȱregardedȱasȱtheȱȃmostȱpoliticalȱanimalȱinȱlateȱStuartȱenglandȄȱǻSpeckǼǰȱtwoȱkeyȱelementsȱ
facilitatedȱSunderlandȂsȱpoliticalȱsurvivalȱandȱprosperityȱunderȱJamesȱiiǯȱUnencumberedȱbyȱ
anyȱstrongȱreligiousȱconvictionsǰȱheȱreadilyȱwentȱalongȱwithȱplansȱforȱtheȱreȬestablishmentȱ
ofȱtheȱChurchȱofȱenglandǯȱButȱheȱwasȱalsoȱreadyȱtoȱcultivateȱtheȱmostȱardentȱCatholicȱfactionȱ
ratherȱthanȱmoreȱmoderateȱelementsǰȱcalculatingȱthatȱtheirȱintimacyȱwouldȱpropelȱhimȱmoreȱ
rapidlyȱintoȱtheȱkingȂsȱinnermostȱcircleǯȱSecondlyǰȱthroughȱhisȱundoubtedȱpersonalȱcharmsǰȱ
heȱwasȱsoonȱableȱtoȱexertȱaȱstrongȱinĚuenceȱoverȱJamesȱiiȂsȱqueenǰȱMaryȱofȱModenaǯ

inȱŗŜŞśȱtheȱkingȱentrustedȱSunderlandȱwithȱpresidingȱoverȱtheȱbrutalȱlegalȱrepressionȱ
ofȱ theȱMonmouthȱ Rebellionȱ ledȱ byȱ Judgeȱ Jeěreysȱ ǻwhoȱ hadȱ sentȱ hisȱ uncleȱAlgernonȱ toȱ
executionǼǰȱandȱSunderlandȱrewardedȱJeěreysȱbyȱpersuadingȱJamesȱtoȱappointȱhimȱasȱLordȱ
ChancellorǯȱWithȱtheȱearlȱofȱHalifaxȱdismissedȱforȱnotȱsupportingȱtheȱrepealȱofȱtheȱTestȱandȱ
HabeasȱCorpusȱActǰȱSunderlandȱbecameȱtheȱmostȱpowerfulȱmanȱatȱcourtȱwhenȱheȱsucceededȱ
himȱasȱLordȱPresidentǯȱDuringȱmidȬŗŜŞŜȱSunderlandȱcompletedȱhisȱpoliticalȱmetamorphosisȱ
byȱsecretlyȱconvertingȱtoȱCatholicismǰȱfollowedȱbyȱtheȱpublicȱconversionȱofȱhisȱeldestȱsonǰȱ
RobertǰȱinȱAprilȱŗŜŞŝǯȱeverȱtheȱdeftȱcourtierǰȱtheȱlaĴerȱconversionȱmeantȱthatȱheȱcouldȱnowȱ
showȱ moreȱ sympathyȱ towardsȱ moderateȱ Catholicsȱ andȱ nonconformistsȱ byȱ lendingȱ hisȱ
fullȱsupportȱtoȱtheȱroyalȱDeclarationȱofȱindulgenceȱforȱtolerationȱofȱworshipȱofȱAprilȱŗŜŞŝǯȱ
Followingȱ theȱbirthȱofȱaȱsonǰȱ Jamesȱ ǻlaterȱ theȱȃOldȱPretenderȄǼǰȱ toȱ Jamesȱ iiȱandȱMaryȱonȱ 
ŗŖȱJuneȱŗŜŞŞǰȱSunderlandȱpubliclyȱdeclaredȱhisȱearlierȱconversionȱtoȱCatholicismǯ

WhenȱrumorsȱescalatedȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱSeptemberȱthatȱWilliamȱwasȱpoisedȱtoȱinvadeǰȱ
bothȱKingȱJamesȱandȱSunderlandȱhastilyȱsoughtȱtoȱforgeȱbondsȱofȱsupportȱwithȱtheȱformerlyȱ
despisedȱAnglicanȱToriesǯȱButȱwhenȱstormsȱturnedȱbackȱWilliamȂsȱęrstȱinvasionȱforceȱinȱmidȬ
OctoberǰȱJamesȱwasȱfuriousȱatȱhavingȱbeenȱpersuadedȱtoȱgrantȱconcessionsȱtoȱtheȱAnglicansǰȱ
andȱpromptlyȱsackedȱSunderlandȱasȱtheȱscapegoatȱtoȱplacateȱCatholicȱresentmentȱtowardsȱ
theȱpolicyȱofȱappeasementǯȱFollowingȱWilliamȂsȱsuccessfulȱlandingȱatȱTorbayȱonȱśȱnovemberǰȱ
SunderlandȱimmediatelyȱsoughtȱrefugeȱinȱCatholicȱFranceǰȱbutȱwasȱspurnedȱbyȱLouisȱXiVȱ
andȱinsteadȱspentȱtheȱrestȱofȱtheȱmonthȱraisingȱfundsȱforȱhisȱexileȱabroadǯȱToȱtheȱsurpriseȱofȱ
manyȱatȱcourtǰȱSunderlandȱandȱhisȱProtestantȱwifeȱęnallyȱĚedȱtoȱRoĴerdamǰȱalthoughȱhisȱ
wifeȱsoonȱreturnedȱtoȱenglandȱonȱŗşȱDecemberȱwithȱtheȱmanuscriptȱofȱaȱȃLeĴerȱtoȱaȱFriendȱ
inȱLondonȄȱforȱanȱenglishȱprinterȱǻHenryȱSidneyȂsȱcopyǰȱinȱSunderlandȂsȱhandǰȱisȱBLȱAddǯȱ
MSȱřŘŜŞŗȱfolsǯȱřŘŜȮşǼǰȱwhichȱsimultaneouslyȱdefendedȱSunderlandȂsȱdealingsȱwithȱJamesȱ
iiȱandȱlavishlyȱpraisedȱtheȱnewȱkingǰȱWilliamȱiiiǯȱTheȱCountessȱofȱSunderlandȱreturnedȱtoȱ
RoĴerdamȱ inȱ JanuaryȱŗŜŞşǰȱbutȱherȱhusbandȱwasȱarrestedȱandȱbrieĚyȱ imprisonedȱbeforeȱ
hisȱ resourcefulȱ wifeȱ engineeredȱ hisȱ freedomȱ byȱ appealingȱ toȱ WilliamȂsȱ consortǰȱ Maryǯȱ
TheyȱwereȱableȱtoȱreturnȱtoȱenglandȱinȱAprilȱŗŜşŖȱtoȱresideȱonȱtheirȱAlthorpȱestatesǰȱandȱ
SunderlandȱquietlyȱresumedȱhisȱseatȱinȱtheȱHouseȱofȱLordsȱinȱJanuaryȱŗŜşŘǯȱWhenȱJamesǰȱ
fromȱhisȱexileȱinȱFranceǰȱpointedlyȱexcludedȱSunderlandȱfromȱhisȱProclamationȱofȱPardonȱ
inȱAprilȱŗŜşŘǰȱheȱwasȱableȱtoȱoěerȱhisȱabsoluteȱallegianceȱtoȱWilliamǰȱandȱhisȱtacitlyȱgivenȱ
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ŗŝŚ

adviceȱonȱtheȱmanagementȱofȱparliamentaryȱandȱcourtȱaěairsȱgrewȱsteadilyȱmoreȱinĚuentialǯȱ
HeȱcontinuedȱtoȱexertȱconsiderableȱinĚuenceȱbehindȱtheȱscenesǰȱandȱonȱŗşȱAprilȱŗŜşŝȱwasȱ
appointedȱLordȱChamberlainǯ

HisȱopponentsȱatȱcourtǰȱhoweverǰȱsoughtȱhisȱresignationȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱDecemberǰȱandȱ
althoughȱtheȱkingȱwasȱunwillingȱtoȱallowȱhimȱtoȱstepȱdownǰȱheȱneverȱagainȱperformedȱtheȱ
dutiesȱofȱthisȱoĜceǯȱHeȱwasȱalsoȱcaughtȱupȱduringȱŗŜşŞȱinȱanȱunpleasantȱscandalȱsurroundingȱ
hisȱJacobiteȱsonȬinȬlawǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱClancartyǰȱwhoȱhadȱdesertedȱhisȱęrstȱwifeǰȱSunderlandȂsȱ
daughterȱelizabethǰȱandȱreturnedȱtoȱ irelandȱtoȱ liveȱasȱaȱCatholicȱandȱmarryȱ forȱaȱsecondȱ
timeǰȱonlyȱtoȱ thenȱabandonȱthisȱsecondȱmarriageȱandȱtoȱreturnȱtoȱenglandȱtoȱreclaimȱhisȱ
ęrstȱwifeǯȱSunderlandȂsȱeldestȱsonǰȱCharlesǰȱhadȱhimȱthrownȱintoȱnewgateȱPrisonǰȱandȱthisȱ
messyȱaěairȱwasȱęnallyȱsolvedȱbyȱtheȱdepartureȱabroadȱofȱClancartyȱandȱelizabethȱtoȱliveȱ
inȱgermanyȱonȱaȱroyalȱpensionǯȱByȱnowȱSunderlandȱpreferredȱtoȱspendȱmostȱofȱhisȱ timeȱ
onȱhisȱAlthorpȱestatesǰȱalthoughȱheȱreturnedȱtoȱLondonȱinȱDecemberȱŗŜşşȱforȱtheȱsecondȱ
marriageȱofȱhisȱsonȱCharlesȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱJanuaryȱtoȱLadyȱAnneȱChurchillǰȱtheȱdaughterȱ
ofȱtheȱearlȱofȱMarlboroughǰȱwhomȱhisȱuncleȱHenryȱSidneyȱhadȱknownȱwellȱfromȱvisitsȱtoȱ
TheȱHagueȱwithȱWilliamȱiiiǯȱDuringȱtheȱęrstȱtwoȱyearsȱofȱtheȱeighteenthȱcenturyȱSunderlandȱ
wasȱinĚuentialȱinȱtheȱnegotiationsȱforȱtheȱActȱofȱSeĴlementȱǻŗŝŖŗǼȱthatȱledȱtoȱtheȱaccessionȱofȱ
theȱHouseȱofȱHanoverȱinȱŗŝŗŚǰȱbutȱasȱhisȱhealthȱrapidlyȱfailedǰȱheȱdiedȱonȱŘŞȱSeptemberȱŗŝŖŘǯ

Diary and Correspondence of Henry Sidney

inȱŗŞŚřȱaȱtwoȬvolumeȱeditionȱwasȱpublishedȱofȱtheȱDiary of the Times of Charles the Second by 
theȱHonourableȱHenryȱSidneyǰȱǻAfterwardsȱEarlȱofȱRomneyǼǰȱeditedȱbyȱRobertȱWillisȱBlencoweǰȱ
whichȱalsoȱcontainedȱselectionsȱ fromȱhisȱ correspondenceȱwithȱhisȱ sisterǰȱ theȱCountessȱofȱ
Sunderlandǰȱ andȱ otherȱ prominentȱ courtȱ ęguresǯȱHenryȱ SidneyȂsȱ diaryȱ coversȱ theȱ periodȱ 
ŗȱJuneȱŗŜŝşȮŗŞȱJanuaryȱŗŜŞŘǰȱandȱBlencoweȱtranscribedȱandȱinterspersedȱwithȱleĴersȱwithinȱ
itsȱtextȱatȱappropriateȱdatesǯȱSamplesȱofȱSidneyȂsȱoutgoingȱcorrespondenceȱfromȱthisȱperiodȱ
includeȱleĴersȱaddressedȱtoȱWilliamȱiiiǰȱPrinceȱofȱOrangeǲȱJamesǰȱDukeȱofȱyorkȱǻtheȱfutureȱ
KingȱJamesȱiiǼǲȱArthurȱCapelǰȱearlȱofȱessexǲȱWilliamȱSavileǰȱViscountȱHalifaxǲȱandȱSidneyȂsȱ
nephewȱRobertȱSpencerǰȱearlȱofȱSunderlandǯȱCopiesȱofȱotherȱ leĴersȱ fromȱSidneyȱ includeȱ
thoseȱsentȱ toȱedwardȱConwayǰȱearlȱofȱConwayǲȱLaurenceȱHydeȱǻlaterȱearlȱofȱRochesterǼǲȱ
Sidneyȱ godolphinȱ ǻlaterȱ earlȱ ofȱ godolphinǼǲȱ andȱ theȱ Welshȱ lawyerȱ andȱ diplomatȱ Sirȱ
LeolineȱJenkinsǯ

Blencoweȱ includedȱ samplesȱ ofȱ incomingȱ correspondenceȱ fromȱHenryȱ SidneyȂsȱ sisterǰȱ
theȱwidowedȱDorothyȱǻSidneyǼȱSpencerǰȱDowagerȱCountessȱofȱSunderlandȱǻseeȱAkkermanȱ
ARCȱ ŗǱŗŖǼǲȱ theȱ earlȱ ofȱ Sunderlandȱ andȱ hisȱ countessǰȱAnneȱ Digbyȱ Spencerǲȱ theȱ Dukeȱ ofȱ
yorkǲȱgeorgeȱSavileǰȱearlȱofȱHalifaxǲȱJamesȱButlerǰȱearlȱofȱOrmondeȱǻalsoȱknownȱasȱtheȱearlȱ
ofȱOssoryǼǲȱRalphȱMontaguȱ ǻlaterȱDukeȱ ofȱMontaguǼǲȱ LaurenceȱHydeǲȱ theȱpoliticianȱ andȱ
diplomatȱWilliamȱHarbordȱǻHerbertǼǲȱSidneyȱgodolphinǲȱJohnȱMounstevenȱǻSecretaryȱtoȱtheȱ
earlȱofȱSunderlandǼǲȱWilliamȱSavileǲȱSirȱWilliamȱTempleǲȱgilbertȱSpencerȱǻstewardȱtoȱHenryȱ
SidneyȂsȱfatherǰȱtheȱsecondȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǼǲȱtheȱdiplomatȱSirȱRichardȱBulstrodeǲȱSirȱHenryȱ
CapelȱǻlaterȱBaronȱCapelȱofȱTewkesburyǼǲȱSirȱgabrielȱSylviusȱǻChamberlainȱtoȱtheȱPrinceȱofȱ
OrangeǼǲȱ SirȱLeolineȱ Jenkinsǲȱ andȱWilliamȱPennǯȱAȱ shorterȱ concludingȱ selectionȱofȱ leĴersȱ
coversȱ theȱ periodȱ Februaryȱ ŗŜŞŚȮJuneȱ ŗŜŞşǰȱwithȱ correspondenceȱ toȱHenryȱ Sidneyȱ fromȱ
HansȱWillemȱBentinckȱǻlaterȱearlȱofȱPortlandǼǲȱtheȱdiplomatȱSirȱRobertȱSouthwellǲȱtheȱPrinceȱ
ofȱOrangeǲȱtheȱCountessȱofȱSunderlandǲȱPrincessȱAnneȱǻlaterȱQueenȱAnneǰȱtheȱdaughterȱofȱ
JamesȱiiǼǲȱCharlesȱdeȱSchombergȱǻlaterȱDukeȱofȱSchombergǼǲȱBishopȱgilbertȱBurnetǲȱandȱtheȱ
earlȱandȱCountessȱofȱSunderlandǯ
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AlthoughȱtheseȱtwoȱearlyȱVictorianȱvolumesȱstillȱremainȱanȱinvaluableȱprimaryȱsourceȱ
forȱtheȱlifeȱandȱpoliticalȱcareerȱofȱHenryȱSidneyǰȱmanyȱotherȱrelevantȱmanuscriptȱdocumentsȱ
areȱnowȱknownǰȱandȱthereȱisȱaȱpressingȱneedȱforȱaȱnewȱeditionȱofȱhisȱcorrespondenceǯȱThereȱ
isȱalsoȱaȱgoodȱcaseȱtoȱbeȱmadeȱforȱtheȱundertakingȱofȱwhatȱwouldȱbeȱtheȱęrstȱbookȬlengthȱ
biographyȱ ofȱ thisȱ shrewdȱ andȱ ambitiousȱ individualǯȱHenryȱ SidneyȂsȱ reputationȱ isȱ stillȱ aȱ
maĴerȱofȱhistoricalȱcontroversyǰȱasȱisȱdemonstratedȱbyȱtheȱconcludingȱparagraphȱofȱDavidȱ
HosfordȂsȱexcellentȱODNBȱarticleǰȱexplainingȱhowȱheǱ

hasȱbeenȱtheȱsubjectȱofȱwidelyȱdivergentȱviewsȱaboutȱbothȱhisȱcapacityȱandȱ
characterǯȱ Macaulayȱ dismissivelyȱ describedȱ himȱ asȱ ȃincapableǰȱ ignorantǰȱ
andȱ dissipatedȄȱ ǳǯȱ inȱ turnǰȱ Macaulayȱ seemsȱ toȱ haveȱ beenȱ inĚuencedȱ byȱ
Jonathanȱ SwiftȂsȱ disparagingȱ referencesǰȱ oneȱ diěeringȱ onlyȱ slightlyȱ fromȱ
theȱ otherǰȱ toȱ theȱ eěectȱ thatȱRomneyȱwasȱ ȃanȱ idelǰȱ drunkenǰȱ ignorantȱ rakeǰȱ
withoutȱsenseȱorȱhonourȄȱǳǯȱThomasȱBruceǰȱsecondȱearlȱofȱAilesburyǰȱhardlyȱ
aȱfriendlyȱwitnessǰȱtookȱaȱmuchȱmoreȱcharitableȱviewȱofȱhisȱcharacterǰȱwhileȱ
JohnȱMackyȱcalledȱhimȱtheȱlinchpinȱofȱtheȱplanningȱeěortȱforȱtheȱrevolutionǰȱ
aȱmanȱofȱhonourȱandȱhonestyȱwhoȱservedȱWilliamȱtoȱtheȱbestȱofȱhisȱabilityǯȱ
BothȱBurnetȂsȱHistoryȱandȱtheȱsupplementȱtoȱthatȱworkȱprovideȱanȱevenȱfullerȱ
portraitǯȱitȱisȱcertainlyȱoneȱofȱanȱindividualȱwithȱĚawsǰȱbutȱalsoȱremarkableȱforȱ
hisȱevenȱtemperǰȱstraightȱdealingǰȱgoodȱjudgementǰȱandȱaȱknackȱforȱgainingȱ
theȱtrustȱofȱothersǯ

AȱwideȱrangeȱofȱotherȱsignięcantȱitemsȱfromȱHenryȱSidneyȂsȱlifeȱandȱcorrespondenceȱareȱ
nowȱpreservedȱatȱTheȱnationalȱArchivesǰȱKewǰȱandȱatȱtheȱCentreȱforȱKentishȱStudiesȱinȱtheȱ
Sidneyȱ familyȂsȱprivateȱarchiveǰȱbutȱgenerallyȱ theseȱdocumentsȱhaveȱnotȱbeenȱutilizedȱ inȱ
previousȱassessmentsȱofȱhisȱpoliticalȱimportanceǯȱApartȱfromȱBlencoweȂsȱŗŞŚřȱintroductionȱ
to his DiaryȱandȱDavidȱHosfordȂsȱinformativeȱentryȱinȱtheȱODNBǰȱthereȱisȱstillȱnoȱsubstantialȱ
studyȱ ofȱ theȱ lifeȱ andȱ publicȱ careerȱ ofȱ Henryȱ Sidneyǰȱ earlȱ ofȱ Romneyǯȱ Hisȱ posthumousȱ
reputationȱ remainsȱ controversialǰȱ butȱ throughȱhisȱpersonalȱ friendshipȱwithȱ theȱPrinceȱofȱ
Orangeȱandȱhisȱundoubtedȱdiplomaticȱskillsǰȱitȱmayȱbeȱarguedȱthatȱheȱdidȱmoreȱthanȱanyȱ
otherȱmemberȱofȱtheȱSidneyȱfamilyȱtoȱdeęneȱtheȱfutureȱofȱtheȱBritishȱmonarchyȱforȱhisȱownȱ
andȱsucceedingȱgenerationsǯ
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