
This is a repository copy of Family Networks: The Sidneys, Dudleys, and Herberts.

White Rose Research Online URL for this paper:
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/90081/

Version: Published Version

Book Section:

Brennan, MG (2015) Family Networks: The Sidneys, Dudleys, and Herberts. In: Hannay, 
MP, Brennan, MG and Lamb, ME, (eds.) The Ashgate Research Companion to the 
Sidneys, 1500-1700, Volume 1: Lives. Ashgate Research Companions . Ashgate 
Publishing Ltd , 3 - 19 (16). ISBN 978-1-4094-5038-2 

eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/

Reuse 

Unless indicated otherwise, fulltext items are protected by copyright with all rights reserved. The copyright 
exception in section 29 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 allows the making of a single copy 
solely for the purpose of non-commercial research or private study within the limits of fair dealing. The 
publisher or other rights-holder may allow further reproduction and re-use of this version - refer to the White 
Rose Research Online record for this item. Where records identify the publisher as the copyright holder, 
users can verify any specific terms of use on the publisher’s website. 

Takedown 

If you consider content in White Rose Research Online to be in breach of UK law, please notify us by 
emailing eprints@whiterose.ac.uk including the URL of the record and the reason for the withdrawal request. 

mailto:eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/


© Copyrighted Material

© Copyrighted Material

w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  

 1 

FamilyȱnetworksǱȱ 
TheȱSidneysǰȱDudleysǰȱandȱHerberts

MichaelȱgǯȱBrennan

Pre-1580

BetweenȱŗśŖŖȱandȱŗŝŖŖȱtheȱSidneysȱcultivatedȱcontactsȱwithȱnumerousȱinĚuentialȱenglishȱ
familiesǰȱ includingȱ theȱ Brandonsǰȱ Dudleysǰȱ Cecilsǰȱ Herbertsǰȱ Walsinghamsǰȱ andȱ Percysǯȱ
Frequentlyǰȱ itȱ wasȱ theseȱ closeȱ familialȱ linksǰȱ conęrmedȱ throughȱ maritalȱ unionsǰȱ whichȱ
supportedȱ theȱSidneysȂȱ riseȱ intoȱ importantȱ courtȱ andȱ countyȱpositionsǯȱ Forȱ exampleǰȱ theȱ
earlyȱ courtȱ prominenceȱ ofȱ SirȱWilliamȱ Sidneyȱ ǻc.ȱ ŗŚŞŘȮŗśśŚǼǰȱ owedȱ muchȱ toȱ hisȱ familyȱ
connectionsȱwithȱ theȱ inĚuentialȱ Brandonsȱ throughȱ hisȱmotherǰȱAnneȱ Brandonǰȱ theȱ auntȱ
ofȱ Charlesȱ Brandonȱ ǻc.ȱ ŗŚŞŚȮŗśŚśǼǯȱ Sidneyȱ andȱ Brandonȱ oftenȱ joustedȱ togetherȱ inȱ royalȱ
tournamentsǰȱandȱtheȱlaĴerȂsȱfriendshipȱwithȱtheȱkingȱledȱtoȱhisȱcreationȱinȱŗśŗŚȱasȱDukeȱofȱ
SuěolkǯȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱyearȱheȱbecameȱtheȱkingȂsȱbrotherȬinȬlawȱwhenȱheȱmarriedȱHenryȂsȱ
sisterȱMaryǰȱtheȱwidowȱofȱKingȱLouisȱXiiȱofȱFranceȱǻfromȱwhomȱtheȱSidneysȱderivedȱtheirȱ
porcupineȱ familyȱ crestǼǯȱ SirȱWilliamȱSidneyȱ continuedȱ toȱprosperȱ atȱ theȱHenricianȱ courtǰȱ
inȱŗśřŞȱbecomingȱchamberlainȱ toȱ theȱhouseholdȱofȱ theȱkingȂsȱ infantȱsonȱandȱheirǰȱPrinceȱ
edwardǰȱwithȱhisȱwifeǰȱAnneǰȱservingȱasȱtheȱprinceȂsȱgovernessȱandȱhisȱsisterȬinȬlawǰȱSybilȱ
PenneǰȱasȱdryȬnurseȱǻBrennanǰȱSidneys of PenshurstȱŗřȮŘŖǼǯ

FromȱtheȱmidȬsixteenthȱcenturyȱonwardsȱnoȱfamilyȱwasȱmoreȱimportantȱtoȱtheȱSidneysǰȱ
apartȱperhapsȱfromȱtheȱDudleysǰȱthanȱtheȱWelshȱHerbertsǰȱearlsȱofȱPembrokeǲȱtheirȱLondonȱ
mansionǰȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǰȱaȱ lateȱmedievalȱ castellatedȱmansionȱonȱ theȱnorthȱbankȱofȱ theȱ
ThamesȱnearȱBlackfriarsȱandȱStǯȱPaulȂsǰȱcameȱtoȱplayȱaȱcentralȱroleȱinȱtheȱhistoryȱofȱtheȱTudorȱ
andȱStuartȱSidneysȱ ǻillustrationsȱŗȱandȱŘǼǯȱ inȱŗśŚŜȱWilliamȱHerbertǰȱ theȱbrotherȬinȬlawȱofȱ
QueenȱCatherineȱParrǰȱandȱfromȱOctoberȱŗśśŗȱęrstȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱwasȱappointedȱasȱitsȱ
keeperǯȱAfterȱHenryȱViiiȂsȱdeathǰȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱcameȱpermanentlyȱintoȱhisȱpossessionǰȱ
andȱheȱbuiltȱaȱlargeȱextensionȱtoȱtheȱpropertyȱduringȱtheȱŗśśŖsǯȱFromȱthenȱuntilȱtheȱŗŜŚŖsȱitȱ
servedȱasȱtheȱHerbertsȂȱmainȱLondonȱresidenceǯȱAfterȱtheȱmarriageȱonȱŘŗȱAprilȱŗśŝŝȱofȱhisȱ
sonȱHenryǰȱsecondȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱtoȱSirȱHenryȱSidneyȂsȱdaughterȱMaryȱǻillustrationsȱśȱ
andȱşǼǰȱ theȱSidneysȱalsoȱfrequentlyȱusedȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱasȱtheirȱfamilyȱbaseȱinȱLondonȱ
untilȱ theȱcompletionȱofȱ theirȱownȱmansionǰȱLeicesterȱHouseȱǻillustrationȱřŗǼǰȱ inȱtheȱŗŜřŖsȱ
ǻCollinsȱŗǱŞŘǲȱTnAȱPROBȱŗŗȦřŜǼǯ

OnȱŘşȱMarchȱŗśśŗȱHenryȱSidneyȱmarriedȱMaryȱDudleyǰȱtheȱdaughterȱofȱJohnȱDudleyǰȱ
earlȱ ofȱWarwickǰȱ andȱ sisterȱ ofȱRobertȱ andȱAmbroseȱDudleyȱ ǻlaterȱ earlsȱ ofȱ Leicesterȱ andȱ
WarwickǼǯȱOnȱŗŗȱOctoberȱŗśśŘȱSidneyȱwasȱknightedǰȱandȱthisȱdayȱalsoȱsawȱtheȱcreationsȱofȱ
hisȱ fatherȬinȬlawǰȱJohnȱDudleyǰȱasȱDukeȱofȱnorthumberlandȱandȱWilliamȱHerbertȱasȱearlȱ
ofȱ Pembrokeȱ ǻCSPDȱ ŗśŚŝȮŞŖȱ řśǼǯȱ Throughȱ hisȱ familyȱ connectionȱwithȱHenryȱViiiȂsȱ ęnalȱ
marriageǰȱWilliamȱHerbertȱnowȱoutrankedȱbothȱSirȱWilliamȱSidneyȱandȱhisȱsonǰȱHenryǯȱButȱ

From Margaret P. Hannay, Michael G. Brennan, and Mary Ellen Lamb (eds), The Ashgate Research 
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Ś

theȱpersonalȱconnectionsȱbetweenȱtheȱSidneysȱandȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱremainedȱstrongȱ
andȱ friendlyȱ enoughȱ toȱ ensureȱ thatȱ aȱ decadeȱ laterȱ theȱ earlȱ ofȱ Pembrokeȱwasȱ namedȱ asȱ
godfatherȱ toȱSirȱHenryȂsȱandȱLadyȱMaryȂsȱeldestȱ survivingȱdaughterǰȱMaryȱ ǻillustrationsȱ
şȱandȱŗŖǼǰȱafterȱherȱbirthȱonȱŘŝȱOctoberȱŗśŜŗȱǻHannayǰȱPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱŗśǼǯȱTheȱconsecutiveȱ
presidenciesȱofȱtheȱCouncilȱofȱWalesȱheldȱbyȱtheȱHerbertsȱandȱSidneysȱalsoȱcontributedȱtoȱ
theȱsustainedȱbondingȱbetweenȱtheseȱtwoȱfamiliesȱduringȱQueenȱelizabethȂsȱreignȱsinceȱtheȱ
ęrstȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱservedȱ twoȱ termsȱasȱpresidentȱ ǻŗśśŖȮśřǰȱŗśśśȮśŞǼǰȱ followedȱbyȱSirȱ
HenryȱSidneyȱǻŗśŜŖȮŞŜǼȱandȱthenȱtheȱsecondȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱǻŗśŞŜȮŗŜŖŗǼǯȱTheȱmarriageȱ
onȱ ŘŗȱAprilȱ ŗśŝŝȱ ofȱ theȱęfteenȬyearȬoldȱMaryȱ Sidneyȱ toȱ theȱ almostȱ fortyȬyearȬoldȱHenryȱ
HerbertǰȱsecondȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱprovidedȱpublicȱconęrmationȱofȱtheȱnowȱwellȬestablishedȱ
linksȱbetweenȱtheȱtwoȱfamiliesȱwhichȱwereȱtoȱlastȱuntilȱtheȱŗŜśŖsȱandȱoftenȱrevolvedȱaroundȱ
convivialȱorȱpoliticalȱmeetingsȱatȱtheȱHerbertȱresidencesǰȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱandȱWiltonȱHouseȱ
nearȱSalisburyǰȱandȱtheȱSidneysȂȱatȱPenshurstȱǻillustrationsȱřǰȱŚǰȱŘşǰȱandȱřŖǼǯ

inȱAugustȱŗśŝŝȱSirȱHenryȱSidneyȂsȱsecretaryǰȱedmundȱWaterhouseǰȱvisitedȱWiltonȱandȱ
foundȱPhilipȱ andȱRobertȱ Sidneyȱ stayingȱwithȱ theirȱ sisterȱ andȱ herȱ newȱhusbandȱ ǻCollinsȱ
ŗǱŘŖşǼǯȱTheȱSidneysȂȱclosestȱfamilyȱassociatesǰȱRobertȱandȱAmbroseȱDudleyǰȱearlsȱofȱLeicesterȱ
andȱWarwickǰȱwereȱalsoȱregularȱguestsȱatȱWiltonǯȱinȱtheȱpreviousȱJuneȱtheyȱhadȱbothȱstayedȱ
thereȱwithȱtheȱearlȱandȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeǰȱpriorȱtoȱLeicesterȱandȱPembrokeȂsȱheadingȱ
oěȱtogetherȱtoȱtheȱspaȱatȱBuxtonȱǻCollinsȱŗǱŗşŗǲȱHMCǰȱSalisburyȱŘǱŗśŚǼǯȱinȱlateȱŗśŝŞȱvariousȱ
membersȱofȱtheȱHerbertǰȱSidneyǰȱandȱDudleyȱfamiliesȱagainȱassembledȱatȱWiltonȱHouseȱforȱaȱ
protractedȱcelebrationȱofȱMaryȂsȱseventeenthȱbirthdayȱǻWrightȱŘǱşśǼǯȱDuringȱtheȱsameȱperiodȱ
SirȱHenryȱSidneyȱstayedȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱandȱthenȱvisitedȱWiltonȱinȱJanuaryȱŗśŝşȱafterȱ
hisȱwifeȱLadyȱMaryȱandȱsonȱPhilipȱhadȱaccompaniedȱtheȱearlȱandȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱtoȱ
theȱcourtȱatȱRichmondȱtoȱexchangeȱnewȱyearȱgiftsȱwithȱtheȱqueenȱǻnicholsȱŘǱŘŜśǰȱŘŜŞȮŝŗǼǯȱ
inȱtheȱfollowingȱFebruaryȱandȱMarchȱSirȱHenryȱSidneyȱwasȱbackȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǰȱwhereȱ
hisȱsonȱRobertȱǻillustrationsȱŗřǰȱŗŚǰȱandȱŗśǼȱalsoȱcameȱtoȱstayȱonȱvacationȱfromȱOxfordȱǻHMCǰȱ
De L�Isle and DudleyȱŗǱŘŜŝǼǯȱinȱAprilȱtheȱearlȱandȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱtraveledȱwithȱPhilipȱ
SidneyȱtoȱPenshurstǰȱandȱinȱJuneȱPhilipȱwentȱtoȱstayȱatȱWiltonȱǻPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱŚŘǼǯȱFinallyǰȱ
asȱanxietiesȱgrewȱwithinȱLeicesterȂsȱProtestantȱfactionȱoverȱtheȱproposedȱmarriageȱbetweenȱ
Queenȱ elizabethȱ andȱ theȱ Dukeȱ ofȱ Anjouǰȱ onȱ Řśȱ Augustȱ ŗśŝşȱ theȱ Spanishȱ ambassadorȱ
reportedȱthatȱLeicesterǰȱSirȱHenryȱSidneyǰȱandȱotherȱassociatesȱhadȱsecretlyȱassembledȱatȱtheȱ
earlȱofȱPembrokeȂsȱȃLondonȱhouseȄȱǻthatȱisǰȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǼǰȱwhenȱtheȱgenesisȱofȱPhilipȱ
SidneyȂsȱȃAȱLeĴerȱtoȱQueenȱelizabethȄȱmayȱhaveȱbeenȱęrstȱdiscussedȱǻCSPSȱŘǱŜşśǼǯȱCourtȱ
suspicionsȱoverȱSirȱHenryȱSidneyȂsȱrecurrentȱvisitsȱ toȱ theȱHerbertsȂȱ residencesȱwereȱsuchȱ
thatȱbyȱJuneȱŗśŞŖȱSirȱFrancisȱWalsinghamȱwasȱobligedȱtoȱadviseȱhimȱthatȱtheȱqueenȱȃhathȱ
commandedȱmeȱtoȱrecommendȱuntoȱyourȱLordshipȱtheȱmoreȱearnestlyǰȱforȱthatȱsheȱisȱgivenȱ
toȱunderstandǰȱthatȱyourȱLordshipȱdothȱsometimeȱresortȱtoȱWiltonǲȱwhichȱǳȱsheȱsomewhatȱ
mislikethȄȱǻCollinsȱŘǱŘŝŚǼǯ

1580�1603 

Familyȱ christeningsȱ andȱ marriagesȱ duringȱ theȱ ŗśŞŖsȱ providedȱ lessȱ controversialȱ
opportunitiesȱforȱtheȱSidneysǰȱHerbertsǰȱandȱDudleysȱtoȱenjoyȱoneȱanotherȂsȱcompanyǯȱTheȱ
PembrokesȂȱęrstȱ sonǰȱWilliamȱǻillustrationsȱŘŖȱandȱŘŗǼǰȱwasȱbornȱonȱŞȱAprilȱŗśŞŖǰȱandȱsoȱ
namedȱafterȱhisȱgrandfatherǰȱWilliamȱHerbertǰȱandȱgreatȮgrandfatherǰȱSirȱWilliamȱSidneyǯȱ
AtȱtheȱchristeningǰȱheldȱatȱWiltonȱonȱŘŞȱAprilǰȱQueenȱelizabethȱandȱtheȱearlsȱofȱLeicesterȱ
andȱWarwickȱwereȱnamedȱasȱgodparentsǰȱwithȱtheȱCountessȱofȱWarwickȱstandingȱasȱproxyȱ
forȱtheȱqueenȱandȱPhilipȱSidneyȱǻillustrationȱŝǼȱforȱhisȱuncleȱLeicesterǯȱWhenȱsomeȱeighteenȱ

Copyright material: You are not permitted to transmit this file in any format or media; 
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5

monthsȱ laterȱ theȱ Countessȱ ofȱ Pembrokeȱ gaveȱ birthȱ toȱ aȱ daughterǰȱ Katherineǰȱ Sirȱ Henryȱ
SidneyȱstoodȱasȱgodparentǰȱandȱafterȱtheȱbirthȱofȱherȱsecondȱdaughterǰȱAnneǰȱinȱspringȱŗśŞřȱ
theȱCountessesȱofȱWarwickȱandȱTalbotȱ ǻHenryȱHerbertȂsȱwidowedȱsisterǼȱwereȱnamedȱasȱ
godparentsȱǻPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱśŖȮśŘǼǯȱSimilarlyǰȱtheȱmarriageȱofȱRobertȱSidneyȱǻillustrationsȱ
ŗřǰȱ ŗŚȱ andȱ ŗśǼȱ toȱ Barbaraȱ gamageȱ ǻillustrationsȱ ŗŝȱ andȱ ŗŞǼǰȱ aȱ richȱ Welshȱ heiressǰȱ onȱ 
ŘřȱSeptemberȱŗśŞŚȱwasȱactivelyȱpromotedȱnotȱonlyȱbyȱhisȱfatherǰȱbutȱalsoȱbyȱHenryȱHerbertǰȱ
secondȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱwhoȱaĴendedȱtheȱweddingȱatȱStǯȱDonatȂsǯȱWithoutȱPembrokeȂsȱ
inĚuenceǰȱthisȱhighlyȱadvantageousȱunionȱwouldȱprobablyȱnotȱhaveȱtakenȱplaceǯȱitȱprovedȱ
aȱ crucialȱ factorȱ inȱ theȱ fortunesȱ ofȱ theȱ Sidneysǰȱ sinceȱ notȱ onlyȱwasȱ Barbaraȱ aȱ lovingȱ andȱ
supportiveȱwifeǰȱbutȱalsoȱherȱfortuneȱprovidedȱȃapproximatelyȱhalfȱofȱtheȱSidneysȂȱincomeȱ
throughoutȱtheirȱlivesȄȱǻCKSȱUŗŚŝśȱTřŘŝȦŞǲȱDPFAȱŗȮŘǲȱHannayǰȱMSLWȱşȮŗŗǼǯȱSoonȱafterȱhisȱ
marriageȱ theȱ twentyȬoneȬyearȬoldȱRobertȱ Sidneyȱwasȱ electedȱasȱ aȱMemberȱofȱParliamentȱ
ǻMPǼȱforȱglamorganshireǰȱanotherȱclearȱindicationȱofȱtheȱinĚuenceȱofȱbothȱhisȱfatherǰȱwhoȱ
wasȱthenȱLordȱPresidentȱofȱWalesǰȱandȱhisȱbrotherȬinȬlawǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱǻHayȱŚŘȮřǼǯȱ
Theȱ Countessȱ ofȱ Pembrokeȱ hadȱ notȱ aĴendedȱ thisȱ weddingȱ becauseȱ sheȱ wasȱ thenȱ eightȱ
monthsȱpregnantǯȱOnȱŗŜȱOctoberȱŗśŞŚȱsheȱgaveȱbirthȱtoȱherȱsecondȱsonǰȱPhilipǰȱlaterȱearlȱofȱ
MontgomeryȱandȱfourthȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱǻillustrationsȱŘŖȱandȱŘŘǼǰȱwhoseȱgodparentsȱwereȱ
hisȱgrandmotherȱLadyȱSidneyȱandȱhisȱunclesǰȱSirȱPhilipȱandȱRobertȱSidneyǯȱOnȱtheȱsameȱdayȱ
theȱHerbertsȱandȱSidneysȱwouldȱalsoȱhaveȱbeenȱunitedȱinȱtheirȱgriefȱforȱtheȱdeathȱofȱherȱliĴleȱ
daughterȱKatherineȱǻPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱśśǼǯ

TheȱsuccessiveȱdeathsȱinȱŗśŞŜȱofȱSirȱHenryȱSidneyȱǻśȱMayǼǰȱLadyȱMaryȱSidneyȱǻşȱAugustǼȱ
andȱSirȱPhilipȱǻŗŝȱOctoberǼȱdrewȱtheȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeǰȱherȱhusbandǰȱandȱherȱbrotherȱ
Robertȱ evenȱcloserȱ togetherǯȱPembrokeȱ succeededȱSirȱHenryȱSidneyȱasȱLordȱPresidentȱofȱ
WalesǰȱandȱRobertȱsoonȱcameȱtoȱregardȱhisȱmuchȱolderȱbrotherȬinȬlawȱasȱaȱsurrogateȱfatherȬ
ęgureȯaȱsentimentȱbolsteredȱbyȱtheȱdeathsȱofȱhisȱDudleyȱunclesǰȱLeicesterȱandȱWarwickǰȱ
inȱŗśŞŞȱandȱŗśşŖǯȱTheȱHerbertsȱallowedȱRobertȱandȱBarbaraȱSidneyȱtoȱuseȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱ
asȱtheirȱregularȱLondonȱbaseǰȱandȱfromȱtheȱlateȱŗśŞŖsȱtheyȱandȱtheirȱgrowingȱfamilyȱwereȱ
oftenȱ inȱ residenceȱ thereǰȱespeciallyȱduringȱ theȱautumnǰȱwinterǰȱandȱearlyȱ springȱseasonsǯȱ
TheirȱęrstȱchildǰȱMaryȱǻsoȱnamedȱafterȱherȱauntȱandȱgodmotherǰȱtheȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeǯȱ
illustrationȱŗŝǼǰȱwasȱprobablyȱbornȱthereȱonȱŗŞȱOctoberȱŗśŞŝȱandȱchristenedȱinȱtheȱgreatȱHallȱ
ofȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǰȱasȱwereȱAliceȱǻbǯȱŗśşŞǼȱandȱBarbaraȱǻbǯȱŗśşşǼǯȱTheȱmidwiferyȱsupportȱatȱ
BaynardȂsȱCastleȱwasȱclearlyȱsuperiorȱtoȱanythingȱavailableȱatȱPenshurstȱsinceȱRobertȂsȱmostȱ
trustedȱfamilyȱservantȱandȱfriendǰȱRowlandȱWhyteǰȱnotedȱinȱaȱleĴerȱofȱŗřȱOctoberȱŗśşşȱthatȱ
heȱhadȱjustȱleftȱtheȱheavilyȱpregnantȱBarbaraȱatȱPenshurstǰȱbutȱthatȱsheȱwasȱȃnowȱresolvedȱ
toȱbeȱbroughtȱtoȱbedȱinȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȄȱǻřśŘǲȱMSLWȱŘŖǼǯȱTheȱveryȱęrstȱsurvivingȱleĴerȱinȱ
aȱseriesȱofȱoverȱthreeȱhundredȱfromȱRobertȱtoȱBarbaraǰȱdatedȱŘŜȱAprilȱŗśŞŞǰȱwasȱalsoȱsentȱ
fromȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǲȱandȱtheirȱsonǰȱRobertȱǻlaterȱsecondȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǼǰȱwasȱbornȱthereȱ
c.ȱ ŗȱDecemberȱ ŗśşśǰȱwhenȱhisȱmotherȱBarbaraȱwasȱ residentȱ thereȱwithȱ theirȱ threeȱ eldestȱ
childrenǰȱMaryǰȱWilliamǰȱandȱKatherineȱǻŗŖŘǲȱDPFAȱŘřǰȱŝşǼǯȱinȱlateȱMayȱŗśŞŞȱBarbaraȱwasȱ
stayingȱwithȱtheȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱandȱherȱbrotherǰȱThomasȱSidneyǰȱatȱherȱruralȱretreatȱ
ofȱivychurchǰȱWiltshireǰȱandȱasȱtheȱArmadaȱcrisisȱescalatedȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱJulyǰȱBarbaraȱ
andȱherȱhouseholdȱwereȱevacuatedȱfromȱPenshurstȱtoȱWiltonǰȱwhereȱtheyȱstayedȱuntilȱmidȬ
SeptemberǰȱsinceȱitȱwasȱassumedȱthatȱaȱsuccessfulȱSpanishȱinvasionȱwouldȱrapidlyȱoverrunȱ
mostȱofȱKentȱǻDPFAȱŘřȮŞǼǯ

DuringȱtheȱŗśşŖsȱRowlandȱWhyteȱǻwhoseȱgrandfatherȱhadȱbeenȱinȱtheȱserviceȱofȱWilliamȱ
HerbertǰȱęrstȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǼȱwasȱalsoȱoftenȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǰȱandȱprovidedȱanotherȱ
valuableȱ linkȱwithȱ theȱHerbertsȱ ǻillustrationȱ ŗŜǼǯȱOnȱ Řśȱnovemberȱ ŗśşśȱWhyteȱ reportedȱ
toȱRobertȱthatȱhisȱwifeȱBarbaraȱhadȱbeenȱstayingȱwithȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱatȱBaynardȂsȱ
Castleȱandȱhadȱbeenȱatȱcourtȱlobbyingȱforȱherȱhusbandȱtoȱbeȱallowedȱsomeȱhomeȱleaveȱfromȱ
FlushingȱǻşŚȮśǼǯȱOnȱŗşȱMarchȱŗśşŝȱWhyteȱrecordedȱhowȱheȱhadȱtakenȱaȱboatȱ fromȱcourtȱ
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directlyȱtoȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱǻŗŝŝǼǰȱandȱhisȱleĴersȱcontainȱvariousȱreferencesȱtoȱtheȱCountessȱ
ofȱPembrokeȂsȱorderingȱroomsȱtoȱbeȱmadeȱavailableȱforȱRobertȱǻŘŝŚǰȱřŖśȮŞǼǯȱTheȱhugeȱsizeȱ
ofȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱmeantȱthatȱRobertȱcouldȱhaveȱhisȱwholeȱfamilyȱstayingȱwithȱhimȱthereǰȱ
asȱWhyteȂsȱcommentȱofȱŗŖȱMarchȱŗśşŞȱmakesȱclearǱȱȃiȱdoȱprepareȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱforȱyouǰȱ
whereȱyouȱshallȱhaveȱallȱtheȱroomsȱuponȱtheȱwatersideȱforȱmyȱLadyȱandȱtheȱchildrenȄȱǻřŗŖǼǯ

Whyteȱ alsoȱ keptȱ Robertȱ Sidneyȱ fullyȱ briefedȱ onȱ theȱ variousȱ marriageȱ plansȱ forȱ theȱ
CountessȱofȱPembrokeȂsȱeldestȱsonǰȱWilliamȱHerbertȱǻillustrationsȱŘŖȱandȱŘŗǼǯȱOnȱŗśȱOctoberȱ
ŗśşśȱheȱreportedȱplansȱtoȱmarryȱWilliamȱtoȱelizabethȱCareyǰȱtheȱdaughterȱofȱLordȱandȱLadyȱ
HunsdonǯȱThereȱhadȱapparentlyȱbeenȱsomeȱsecretȱmeetingsȱatȱWiltonȱHouseǰȱalthoughȱbyȱ
ŘŘȱnovemberȱWhyteȱnotedȱthatȱtheseȱmatchȬmakingȱplansȱhadȱcomeȱtoȱnothingǰȱasȱdidȱlaterȱ
plansȱ forȱ aȱmatchȱwithȱBridgetȱdeȱVereȱandȱelizabethȱCecilȱHaĴonȱ ǻWhyteȱŜŖȮŜřǰȱ ŞŝȮşǼǯȱ
inȱtheȱsameȱnovemberȱleĴerȱheȱalsoȱadvisedȱRobertȱSidneyȱthatȱWilliamȂsȱfatherǰȱHenryǰȱ
secondȱ earlȱ ofȱ Pembrokeǰȱ hadȱ reputedlyȱ fallenȱ outȱ withȱ theȱ earlȱ ofȱ essexȯaȱworryingȱ
stateȱofȱaěairsȱsinceȱbothȱmenȱwereȱinĚuentialȱcourtȱalliesȱforȱSidneyǯȱByȱŗśşŝȱtheȱearlȱofȱ
PembrokeȂsȱhealthȱwasȱsteadilyȱdecliningǰȱandȱRobertȱSidneyȱbeganȱtoȱhopeȱforȱhisȱǻandȱhisȱ
lateȱfatherȂsǼȱpostȱasȱLordȱPresidentȱofȱWalesǰȱnotȱleastȱasȱaȱmeansȱofȱextricatingȱhimselfȱfromȱ
hisȱhatedȱFlushingȱgovernorshipǯ

RobertȂsȱrelationshipȱwithȱhisȱnephewǰȱWilliamȱHerbertǰȱgrewȱsteadilyȱmoreȱimportantȱasȱ
PembrokeȂsȱhealthȱcontinuedȱtoȱdeteriorateǯȱinȱAprilȱŗśşşȱSidneyȱunsuccessfullyȱrequestedȱ
permissionȱfromȱRobertȱCecilȱtoȱreturnȱfromȱFlushingȱtoȱbeȱwithȱhisȱbrotherȬinȬlawȱǻHMCǰȱ
SalisburyȱşǱŗŚŗȮŘǼǯȱPembrokeȂsȱeldestȱsonȱandȱheirǰȱWilliamǰȱwasȱalsoȱbeginningȱtoȱprepareȱ
forȱhisȱfutureȱroleȱasȱhisȱfatherȂsȱheirǰȱfollowingȱaȱformalȱinvitationȱfromȱtheȱqueenȱinȱJulyȱtoȱ
aĴendȱherȱcourtǰȱtoȱwhichȱhisȱmotherǰȱtheȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeǰȱsentȱaȱprofuselyȱgratefulȱ
replyȱǻPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱŗŜřǲȱMSHǰȱCollected WorksȱŗǱŘşŖȮşŘǼǯȱAtȱęrstǰȱheȱfocusedȱonȱobtainingȱ
someȱmilitaryȱexperienceǰȱandȱonȱŚȱAugustȱŗśşşȱWhyteȱreportedȱthatȱheȱhasȱbeenȱaskedȱbyȱ
youngȱWilliamȱtoȱseeȱifȱRobertȱcouldȱloanȱhimȱanyȱarmorȱorȱpistolsǰȱsinceȱheȱwasȱresolvedȱtoȱ
ȃfollowȱtheȱcampǯȄȱOnȱŗŗȱAugustȱheȱpassedȱonȱanotherȱsuchȱrequestǰȱthisȱtimeȱforȱanyȱspareȱ
armorȱorȱweaponsȱwhichȱRobertȱhadȱstoredȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱǻřŗŘȮŗřǰȱřŗśȮŗŝǼǯȱWhyteȱwasȱ
closelyȱmonitoringȱWilliamȂsȱprogressȱatȱcourtȱsinceȱitȱwasȱnowȱclearȱthatȱheȱwouldȱsoonȱ
inheritȱhisȱfatherȂsȱtitleȱandȱcouldȱeventuallyȱproveȱaȱvaluableȱpersonalȱallyȱforȱtheȱSidneysǯȱ
WritingȱfromȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱonȱŞȱSeptemberȱŗśşşǰȱWhyteȱadvisedȱRobertȱthatȱtheȱearlȱofȱ
PembrokeȂsȱhealthȱwasȱstillȱfailingǰȱandȱȃMyȱLordȱHerbertȱisȱaȱcontinualȱcourtierǰȱbutȱdothȱ
notȱfollowȱhisȱbusinessȱwithȱthatȱcareȱasȱisȱętǯȱHeȱisȱtooȱcoldȱinȱaȱmaĴerȱofȱsuchȱgreatnessǯȄȱ
OnȱŗŘȱSeptemberȱWhyteȱgloomilyȱcommentedǱȱȃheȱisȱmuchȱblamedȱforȱhisȱcoldȱandȱweakȱ
mannerȱofȱpursuingȱherȱMajestyȂsȱfavourǰȱhavingȱhadȱsoȱgoodȱstepsǰȱ toȱ leadȱhimȱuntoȱitǯȱ
ThereȱisȱwantȱofȱspiritȱandȱcourageȱlaidȱtoȱhisȱchargeǰȱthatȱheȱisȱaȱmelancholyȱyoungȱmanȄȱ
ǻřŘŝȮřřǼǯȱHappilyǰȱbyȱŘŚȱnovemberȱŗśşşȱWhyteȱwasȱableȱtoȱreportȱtoȱSidneyȱthatȱWilliamȱ
HerbertȱwasȱnowȱȃexceedinglyȱbelovedȱatȱcourtȱofȱallȱmenȄȱǻřŝşȮŞŖǼǯȱDespiteȱtheseȱpublicȱ
vicissitudesǰȱaȱfriendlyȱintimacyȱbetweenȱRobertȱSidneyȱandȱWilliamȱcontinuedȱtoȱdevelopǰȱ
andȱonȱřŖȱOctoberȱŗŜŖŖȱWhyteȱadvisedȱRobertȱ thatȱhisȱnephewȱȃmeansȱ toȱbeȱ exceedingȱ
merryȱwithȱyouȱthisȱwinterȱinȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǰȱwhereȱyouȱmustȱtakeȱphysicȄȱǻśśŖȮśŘǼǯ

HenryȱHerbertǰȱsecondȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱdiedȱonȱŗşȱJanuaryȱŗŜŖŗǰȱwhenȱRobertȱSidneyȱ
hadȱ alreadyȱ leftȱ BaynardȂsȱ Castleȱ toȱ stayȱ withȱ hisȱ sisterȱ atȱWiltonǯȱ Heȱ wroteȱ toȱ Robertȱ
Cecilȱaboutȱhisȱgriefȱforȱtheȱmanȱȃtoȱwhomȱofȱallȱmenȱǻmyȱfatherȱandȱmineȱelderȱbrotherȱ
exceptedǼȱiȱhaveȱbeenȱmostȱboundȱuntoȄȱǻHMCǰȱSalisburyȱşǱŗřǼǯȱFamilyȱproblemsȱmountedȱ
whenȱinȱFebruaryȱWilliamȱHerbertǰȱnowȱthirdȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱadmiĴedȱthatȱheȱhadȱmadeȱ
pregnantȱaȱcourtȱladyǰȱMaryȱFiĴonǰȱwhomȱheȱhadȱmetȱinȱJuneȱŗŜŖŖȱatȱtheȱweddingȱofȱhisȱ
cousinȱHenryȱSomersetǰȱLordȱHerbertǯȱHerȱ fatherǰȱSirȱedwardȱFiĴonǰȱwasȱaȱ formerȱViceȬ
Treasurerȱ inȱ irelandȱunderȱ theȱcommandȱofȱSirȱHenryȱSidneyǰȱwhoȱhadȱknightedȱhimȱinȱ
ŗśŜŜǯȱWilliamȱĚatlyȱrefusedȱtoȱmarryȱherǰȱandȱinȱlateȱMarchȱtheȱoutragedȱqueenȱorderedȱhisȱ
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incarcerationȱinȱtheȱFleetȱPrisonǰȱwhereȱheȱlingeredȱuntilȱhisȱreleaseȱonȱŘŜȱAprilǰȱfollowedȱbyȱ
hisȱbanishmentȱfromȱtheȱcourtǰȱęrstȱtoȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱandȱthenȱtoȱWiltonȱHouseȱǻPhilip�s 
PhoenixȱŗŜŖȮŜŗǲȱMSLWȱŝşȮŞřǼǯ

TheȱnewȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȂsȱpersonalȱdisgraceȱwithȱtheȱqueenȱdidȱnotȱseemȱtoȱinhibitȱhisȱ
ongoingȱintimacyȱwithȱhisȱSidneyȱrelativesǯȱFromȱtheȱlateȱŗśşŖsȱtheȱSidneyȱfamilyȱwasȱeverȱ
moreȱfrequentlyȱbasedȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǰȱespeciallyȱwhenȱRobertȱwasȱawayȱatȱFlushingȱ
ǻAugustȱŗśşşȮOctoberȱŗŜŖŖǲȱAugustȮSeptemberȱŗŜŖŗǰȱandȱAugustȮOctoberȱŗŜŖŘǼǯȱFromȱatȱ
leastȱŗśşşȱRowlandȱWhyteȱalsoȱhadȱaccommodationȱthereǰȱfromȱwhereȱhisȱleĴersȱtoȱRobertȱ
wereȱ oftenȱ sentȱ atȱ thisȱ periodǯȱ evenȱwhenȱ heȱwasȱ awayȱ aĴendingȱ courtǰȱ asȱ onȱ ŗȱMarchȱ
ŗśşşǰȱWhyteȱtookȱcareȱtoȱreassureȱhisȱmasterǱȱȃMyȱLadyȱandȱallȱyourȱsweetȱcreaturesȱareȱinȱ
goodȱhealthȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȄȱǻŚřřȮśǼǯȱWhileȱstillȱbarredȱfromȱcourtȱinȱDecemberȱŗŜŖŘǰȱ
PembrokeȱjoinedȱRobertȱSidneyȱforȱChristmasȱrevelsȱonȱtheȱestateȱofȱSirȱJohnȱHaringtonȱatȱ
extonȱǻśśŘȮřǼǯȱRobertȱSidneyȂsȱlastȱknownȱleĴerȱtoȱhisȱwifeȱduringȱQueenȱelizabethȂsȱreignǰȱ
datedȱŗŘȱJanuaryȱŗŜŖřǰȱrefersȱtoȱhimȱtravelingȱbackȱwithȱWilliamȱHerbertȱtoȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱ
soȱthatȱtheyȱcanȱmeetȱupȱagainȱwithȱherȱandȱtheȱchildrenȱǻDPFAȱŗŗŚǼǯȱTheȱqueenȂsȱdeathȱonȱ
ŘŚȱMarchȱŗŜŖřȱeěectivelyȱmarkedȱtheȱendȱofȱWilliamȱHerbertȂsȱbanishmentȱfromȱtheȱroyalȱ
courtǯȱAtȱtheȱstateȱfuneralǰȱalsoȱaĴendedȱbyȱhisȱmotherǰȱtheȱdowagerȱcountessǰȱhisȱbrotherȱ
Philipȱ carriedȱ theȱ standardȱofȱ theȱgreyhoundȱ andǰȱwithȱThomasȱLordȱHowardǰȱWilliamȱ
carriedȱtheȱgreatȱbannerȱofȱenglandȱǻnicholsȱřǱŜŘŖȮŘŜǲȱPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱŗŝŗȮŘǼǯ

1603�1625

BothȱtheȱSidneysȱandȱtheȱHerbertsǰȱnowȱęrmlyȱassociatedȱthroughȱcloseȱbondsȱofȱpersonalȱ
friendshipȱandȱsharedȱpoliticalȱinterestǰȱassiduouslyȱcultivatedȱtheȱpersonalȱfavorȱofȱKingȱ
JamesȱandȱQueenȱAnneȱduringȱtheȱearlyȱyearsȱofȱ theȱnewȱregimeǯȱRobertȱhadȱpersonallyȱ
knownȱKingȱJamesȱViȱsinceȱŗśŞŞǰȱandȱbothȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱǻnowȱagedȱtwentyȬthreeǼȱ
andȱhisȱbrotherȱPhilipȱǻagedȱnineteenǼǰȱasȱwellȱasȱtheirȱsisterȱAnneǰȱjoinedȱtheȱhugeȱentourageȱ
ofȱ courtiersȱ headingȱ northwardsȱ toȱ escortȱ theȱ newȱ kingȱ andȱ queenȱ toȱ Londonȱ ǻPhilip�s  
PhoenixȱŗŞŖǼǯȱTheȱSidneysȱandȱtheȱHerbertsȱwereȱrapidlyȱrewardedȱwithȱpersonalȱhonorsǯȱ
inȱMayȱ ŗŜŖřȱ Robertȱ Sidneyȱwasȱ appointedȱ asȱQueenȱAnneȂsȱ LordȱChamberlainȱ ǻandȱ inȱ
novemberǰȱSurveyorȱofȱtheȱQueenȂsȱRevenuesǼǰȱwhileȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱandȱhisȱbrotherȱ
Philipȱ becameȱgentlemenȱ ofȱ theȱ PrivyȱChamberǯȱ inȱ Julyȱ Philipȱwasȱ createdȱ aȱKnightȱ ofȱ
theȱBathȱandȱWilliamȱHerbertȱwasȱ investedǰȱ alongȱwithȱPrinceȱHenryȱasȱaȱKnightȱofȱ theȱ
garterǯȱ Thisȱ lastȱ honorǰȱ alsoȱ aĴendedȱ byȱ theȱ dowagerȱ countessȱ andȱherȱ daughterȱAnneǰȱ
markedȱaȱsignalȱfavorȱfromȱtheȱnewȱStuartȱmonarchyȱforȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱandȱitȱwouldȱ
beȱanotherȱ thirteenȱyearsȱbeforeȱhisȱuncleǰȱRobertȱSidneyǰȱachievedȱtheȱsameȱcourtȱstatusȱ
ǻnicholsȱŗǱŗşřȮśǼǯȱLondonȱwasȱhitȱbyȱanȱoutbreakȱofȱtheȱplagueȱinȱlateȱsummerȱŗŜŖřǰȱandȱaȱ
westernȱprogressȱwasȱhastilyȱarrangedȱforȱtheȱroyalȱfamilyǰȱtakingȱinȱtheȱHerbertsȂȱWiltshireȱ
residenceȱatȱWiltonȱHouseǯȱTheȱroyalȱentourageȱstayedȱthereȱonȱŘşȮřŖȱAugustǰȱŜȱandȱŘŖȮŘŚȱ
Octoberǰȱ andȱ againȱ inȱ earlyȱ Decemberǰȱ whenȱ theȱ KingȂsȱ Menȱ ǻformerlyȱ ShakespeareȂsȱ
companyǰȱtheȱLordȱChamberlainȂsǼȱreputedlyȱtraveledȱfromȱSurreyȱtoȱWiltshireȱtoȱperformȱ
beforeȱ theȱcourtȱ forȱaȱ feeȱofȱǡśŖȱ ǻPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱ ŗŞŝǲȱSidneys of Penshurstȱ ŗŗŚȮŗśǼǯȱByȱ theȱ
ChristmasȱandȱnewȱyearȱseasonȱofȱŗŜŖřȮŖŚȱbothȱtheȱSidneysȱandȱtheȱHerbertsȱhadȱsecuredȱ
forȱthemselvesȱaȱgenuinelyȱfriendlyȱandȱtrustingȱintimacyȱwithȱKingȱJamesȱandȱQueenȱAnneǯ

ParticipationȱinȱcourtȱentertainmentsȱprovidedȱtheȱSidneysȱandȱHerbertsȱwithȱaȱcongenialȱ
ǻifȱexpensiveǼȱmeansȱofȱconsolidatingȱtheirȱpersonalȱcontactsȱwithȱtheȱroyalȱfamilyǯȱAȱmasqueȱ
ȃbroughtȱinȱbyȱaȱmagicianȱofȱChinaȄȱwasȱstagedȱatȱcourtȱonȱŗȱJanuaryȱŗŜŖŚǰȱwithȱtheȱearlȱofȱ
PembrokeȱasȱaȱmasquerǯȱHeȱalsoȱplayedȱaȱprominentȱroleȱinȱtheȱceremonialȱpresentationȱtoȱ
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JamesȱofȱaȱjewelȱreputedlyȱworthȱǡŚŖǰŖŖŖȱasȱanȱexpressionȱofȱenglandȂsȱloyalȱallegianceȱtoȱ
theȱnewȱkingǯȱHisȱhandsomeȱyoungerȱbrotherȱPhilipȱǻillustrationȱŘŘǼȱmadeȱanȱevenȱstrongerȱ
impressionȱonȱJamesǰȱbearingȱtheȱdeviceȱofȱȃaȱfairȱcoltȱinȱaȱfairȱgreenȱęeldȄȱlikeȱBucephalusǰȱ
whoȱcouldȱbeȱmountedȱonlyȱbyȱȃoneȱasȱgreatȄȱasȱAlexanderǯȱTheȱSidneysȂȱeldestȱdaughterǰȱ
MaryȱǻillustrationsȱŗŞȱandȱŗşǼǰȱhadȱpleasedȱtheȱagedȱQueenȱelizabethȱwithȱherȱdancingȱinȱ
DecemberȱŗŜŖŘǰȱandȱitȱwasȱnowȱtheȱturnȱofȱbothȱRobertȱǻQueenȱAnneȂsȱLordȱChamberlainǼȱ
andȱhisȱnephewȱPembrokeȱ toȱperformȱasȱ invitedȱdancersȱ inȱSamuelȱDanielȂsȱVision of the 
Twelve Goddessesǯ

inȱtheȱlaĴerȱpartȱofȱŗŜŖŚȱtheȱęrstȱofȱthreeȱkeyȱmarriagesȱwasȱcelebratedǰȱwhichȱalsoȱservedȱ
toȱdrawȱtheȱSidneysȱandȱHerbertsȱeverȱmoreȱcloselyȱintoȱtheȱroyalȱcircleǯȱFromȱJulyȱuntilȱ
OctoberȱtheȱdowagerȱcountessȱandȱherȱdaughterȱAnneȱwereȱfrequentlyȱatȱPenshurstȱwithȱ
BarbaraȱSidneyȱwhileȱherȱhusbandȱRobertȱandȱhisȱnephewȱPembrokeȱwereȱonȱprogressȱwithȱ
theȱcourtȱǻCKSȱCŞŗȦŗŖŞǰȱŗŗśǼǯȱOnȱŘŝȱSeptemberȱRobertȂsȱdaughterȱMaryȱmarriedȱSirȱRobertȱ
WrothǰȱoneȱofȱtheȱkingȂsȱfavoredȱhuntingȱcompanionsǰȱwhoȱhadȱbeenȱknightedȱfollowingȱ
theȱaccessionǯȱOnȱŚȱnovemberȱŗŜŖŚǰȱatȱWiltonǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱmarriedȱMaryȱǻdǯȱŗŜśŖǼǰȱ
daughterȱofȱgilbertȱTalbotǰȱearlȱofȱShrewsburyǯȱ inȱsubsequentȱyearsȱsheȱenjoyedȱautumnȱ
visitsȱtoȱPenshurstȱtoȱstayȱwithȱBarbaraȱSidneyȱandȱherȱchildrenǰȱandȱwasȱrecordedȱthereȱinȱ
SeptemberȱŗŜŖŜȱandȱŗŜŖŝȱǻLambethȱPalaceȱMSȱřŘŖŘȦŗŖŗȱandȱřŘŖśȦŗŗŖǲȱPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱŘŝŗǲȱ
MSLWȱşŜȮŝǼǯȱPembrokeȂsȱyoungerȱbrotherǰȱPhilipǰȱcompletedȱtheȱfamilyȂsȱmaritalȱunionsȱbyȱ
hisȱmarriageȱonȱŘŝȱDecemberȱtoȱSusanǰȱdaughterȱofȱedwardȱdeȱVereǰȱearlȱofȱOxfordǰȱandȱhisȱ
wifeȱAnneȱCecilȱǻBurghleyȂsȱdaughterǰȱwhoȱhadȱonceȱbeenȱconsideredȱasȱaȱspouseȱforȱPhilipȱ
SidneyǼǯȱTheȱSidneysǰȱincludingȱLadyȱWrothǰȱstayedȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱforȱtheȱweddingǰȱ
andȱ Jamesȱ iȱ gaveȱ theȱ brideȱ ǡśŖŖȱ inȱ landȱ andȱ theȱ bridegroomȱǡŗǰŖŖŖǯȱ SusanȱdeȱVereȱhadȱ
dancedȱinȱtheȱVision of the Twelve GoddessesǰȱandȱtheȱweddingȱcelebrationsǰȱincludingȱaȱthreeȬ
hourȱmasqueȱinȱwhichȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱtookȱtheȱroleȱofȱprincipalȱmasquerǰȱculminatedȱ
withȱ theȱarrivalȱonȱ theȱ followingȱmorningȱofȱ theȱkingȱhimselfȱ inȱ theȱmaritalȱbedroomȱtoȱ
oěerȱhisȱcongratulationsȱtoȱtheȱcoupleǯȱHeȱwasȱnowȱsoȱinformallyȱatȱeaseȱwithȱtheȱHerbertȱ
brothersȱ thatȱDudleyȱCarletonȱreportedȱ JamesȂsȱwryȱcommentȱ thatȱ ifȱheȱhadȱnotȱalreadyȱ
beenȱmarriedȱheȱwouldȱhaveȱkeptȱtheȱbrideȱforȱhimselfǯȱitȱalsoȱseemsȱǻwithȱRobertȱSidneyȂsȱ
activeȱconnivanceǼȱthatȱjustȱasȱPhilipȱHerbertȱhadȱrapidlyȱcaughtȱtheȱeyeȱofȱKingȱJamesȱiǰȱsoȱ
hisȱelderȱbrotherȱPembrokeȱhadȱsuccessfullyȱendearedȱhimselfȱinȱQueenȱAnneȂsȱaěectionsȱ
ǻCarletonȱŜŜȮşǲȱSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŗŜǲȱMSLWȱŗŖřǼǯ

Theȱ stillȱ risingȱ preȬeminenceȱ ofȱ theȱ Sidneysȱ andȱHerbertsȱ atȱ theȱ Jacobeanȱ courtȱwasȱ
conęrmedȱwhenȱ onȱ theȱ sameȱ dayǰȱ ŚȱMayȱ ŗŜŖśǰȱ Robertȱ Sidneyȱwasȱ raisedȱ toȱ theȱ titleȱ ofȱ
ViscountȱLisleȱǻillustrationȱŗśǼȱandȱPhilipȱHerbertȱwasȱcreatedȱBaronȱofȱShurlandȱandȱearlȱ
ofȱMontgomeryǯȱTheirȱgoodȱfortuneȱduringȱtheȱnextȱdecadeȱcontinuedȱtoȱbeȱgivenȱpublicȱ
expressionȱ throughȱ theȱ mediumȱ ofȱ courtȱ entertainmentsǯȱ Theȱ castȬlistȱ ofȱ theȱMasque of 
Blacknessȱ byȱ Benȱ Jonsonȱ andȱ inigoȱ Jonesǰȱ stagedȱ atȱ theȱWhitehallȱ BanquetingȱHouseȱ onȱ 
ŜȱJanuaryȱŗŜŖśǰȱillustratesȱtheȱSidneysȂȱandȱHerbertsȂȱdiligentȱparticipationȱinȱtheseȱlavishȱ
eventsȱinȱwhichȱtheȱqueenȱtookȱsuchȱdelightǯȱStayingȱagainȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱandȱwithȱherȱ
fatherȱinȱtheȱaudienceȱasȱLordȱChamberlainǰȱMaryȱSidneyȱWrothȱdancedȱtheȱroleȱofȱBaryteǰȱ
alongȱwithȱSusanǰȱtheȱwifeȱofȱPhilipȱHerbertǰȱherȱcousinȱLadyȱAnneȱHerbertȱǻWilliamȂsȱandȱ
PhilipȂsȱ sisterǼǰȱ andȱLucyȱHaringtonȱRussellǰȱCountessȱofȱBedfordǰȱwhoȱwasȱ toȱbecomeȱaȱ
closeȱfriendȱofȱPhilipȂsȱelderȱbrotherǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǯȱSimilarlyǰȱŗŜŖŜȱbeganȱwithȱtheȱ
earlȱofȱMontgomeryȱdancingȱinȱJonsonȂsȱHymenaeiǰȱstagedȱtoȱcelebrateȱtheȱmarriageȱofȱRobertȱ
DevereuxȱǻnowȱrestoredȱtoȱhisȱessexȱearldomǼȱtoȱLadyȱFrancesȱHowardǰȱtheȱdaughterȱofȱtheȱ
earlȱofȱSuěolkǯȱinȱlateȱJuneȱQueenȱAnneȂsȱbrotherǰȱChristianȱiVȱofȱDenmarkǰȱvisitedȱenglandȱ
andȱ wasȱ entertainedȱ byȱ aȱ wideȱ arrayȱ ofȱ oftenȱ riotousȱ festivitiesǰȱ mostȱ ofȱ whichȱ Robertȱ
SidneyȱwasȱobligedȱtoȱaĴendȱinȱanȱoĜcialȱcapacityǯȱinȱearlyȱJulyȱmilitaryȱtiltsȱwereȱheldȱinȱ
ChristianȂsȱhonorȱatȱgreenwichȱParkǰȱwithȱtheȱearlsȱofȱPembrokeȱandȱMontgomeryȱtakingȱ
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 FAMILY NETWORKS: THE SIDNEYS, DUDLEYS, AND HERBERTS 

ş

twoȱofȱtheȱfourȱleadȱrolesȱinȱanȱelaborateȱchivalricȱeventǰȱȃFourȱKnightsȱerrantȱDominatedȱ
byȱtheȱFortunateȱislandsȄȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŗŞȮŗşǲȱMSLWȱŗŘŚȮşǼǯ

inȱstarkȱcontrastȱtoȱtheȱjoyfulȱfestivitiesȱofȱcourtȱentertainmentsǰȱKingȱJamesȱandȱQueenȱ
AnneȱwereȱalsoȱdrawnȱcloserȱtoȱRobertȱandȱBarbaraȱSidneyȱatȱthisȱperiodȱbyȱtheirȱsharedȱ
bereavementsȱoverȱtheȱdeathsȱofȱtheirȱrespectiveȱchildrenǯȱByȱŗŜŖŝȱtheȱSidneysȱhadȱlostȱasȱ
infantsȱHenryǰȱelizabethǰȱBridgetǰȱAliceȱandȱVereȱandȱtheȱroyalȱcoupleȱhadȱlostȱMargaretǰȱ
RobertǰȱMaryȱandȱSophiaǯȱJamesȱandȱAnneȱfoundȱtheseȱlossesȱsoȱtraumaticȱthatȱtheyȱcouldȱ
notȱbringȱthemselvesȱtoȱaĴendȱtheirȱchildrenȂsȱfuneralsȯaȱdutyȱshoulderedȱinsteadȱbyȱtheȱ
queenȂsȱLordȱChamberlainǰȱRobertȱSidneyǯȱ inȱŗŜŖŝȱheȱwasȱobligedȱ toȱaĴendȱ theȱautopsyȱ
ofȱPrincessȱMaryȱandȱ toȱsuperviseȱherȱ funeralȱarrangementsǰȱandȱRobertȱdescribedȱ theseȱ
mournfulȱdutiesȱtoȱhisȱwifeȱBarbaraȱinȱaȱleĴerȱofȱŗşȱSeptemberȱwriĴenȱfromȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱ
ǻDPFAȱŗŘŜȮŝǼǯȱSeveralȱofȱhisȱotherȱleĴersȱatȱthisȱperiodȱconęrmȱjustȱhowȱcloselyȱtheȱSidneysȱ
andȱHerbertsȱwereȱstillȱcontinuingȱtoȱinteractǯȱinȱtheȱsameȱleĴerȱRobertȱmentionedȱthatȱhisȱ
sisterǰȱtheȱDowagerȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeǰȱwasȱhopingȱtoȱcomeȱandȱstayȱwithȱBarbaraȱatȱ
PenshurstǰȱandȱonȱŘŝȱSeptemberǰȱthisȱtimeȱfromȱHamptonȱCourtǰȱheȱletȱBarbaraȱknowȱthatȱ
sheȱshouldȱexpectȱsomeȱadditionalȱguestsǰȱincludingȱtheȱCountessȱofȱMontgomeryȱandȱtheȱ
earlȱofȱPembrokeǯȱOnȱtheȱfollowingȱdayȱheȱsentȱanotherȱleĴerȱtoȱBarbaraǰȱsuggestingȱthatȱ
sheȱshouldȱarrangeȱforȱtheirȱeldestȱdaughterǰȱMaryȱWrothǰȱtoȱ joinȱthisȱplannedȱPenshurstȱ
partyǯȱOnȱśȱOctoberȱRobertȱnotięedȱBarbaraȱ thatȱheȱwasȱaboutȱ toȱvisitȱLoughtonȱHallȱ toȱ
seeȱLadyȱWrothȱandȱheȱwasȱalsoȱexpectingȱtoȱmeetȱthereȱhisȱnephewȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǯȱ
OnȱŘŖȱOctoberȱheȱprovidedȱBarbaraȱwithȱyetȱanotherȱupdateȱonȱhisȱmeetingsȱwithȱLadyȱ
WrothȱandȱtheȱCountessȱofȱMontgomeryǯȱAsȱtheirȱfortunesȱcontinuedȱtoȱriseȱatȱtheȱJacobeanȱ
courtǰȱtheȱSidneysȱandȱHerbertsȱremainedȱassiduousȱcourtiersȱǻexceptȱforȱPembrokeȂsȱwifeǰȱ
Maryǰȱwhoǰȱ asȱRowlandȱWhyteȱpointedlyȱ commentedǰȱwasȱ ȃaȱmostȱworthyȱ ladyȱ butȱ noȱ
goodȱcourtierȄǼȱandȱdependedȱheavilyȱuponȱoneȱanotherȂsȱpersonalȱsupportȱinȱbothȱtheirȱ
publicȱ andȱ privateȱ livesȱ ǻDPFAȱ ŗŘŝȮřŖǲȱ Lambethȱ Palaceȱ Libraryȱ MSȱ řŘŖŘȦŗśǲȱ Sidneys of 
PenshurstȱŗŗşȮŘŖǼǯȱTheȱpowerfulȱ familialȱbondsȱ thatȱexistedȱbetweenȱ theȱSidneysȱandȱtheȱ
DudleysȱduringȱtheȱTudorȱperiodȱhadȱnowȱbeenȱconstructivelyȱreplacedȱbyȱthoseȱbetweenȱ
theȱSidneysȱandȱtheȱHerbertsǯ

inȱJanuaryȱŗŜŖŞȱtheȱSidneysȱandȱHerbertsȱwereȱonceȱmoreȱprominentȱinȱcourtȱfestivitiesǯȱ
OnȱŜȱJanuaryȱRobertȱSidneyǰȱMaryȱWrothǰȱandȱtheȱearlsȱofȱPembrokeȱandȱMontgomeryȱwereȱ
amongȱtheȱeliteȱaudienceȱwhichȱaĴendedȱJonsonȂsȱThe Masque of Beautyȱstagedȱatȱtheȱnewlyȱ
rebuiltȱWhitehallȱBanquetingȱHouseȱǻMSLWȱŗŘşȮřŖǼǯȱOnȱşȱFebruaryȱPhilipȱHerbertȱdancedȱ
inȱJonsonȂsȱThe Haddington MasqueǰȱstagedȱtoȱcelebrateȱtheȱweddingȱofȱViscountȱHaddingtonȱ
andȱLadyȱelizabethȱRadcliěeǰȱtheȱdaughterȱofȱtheȱearlȱofȱSussexǯȱOnȱtheȱfollowingȱŘřȱAprilȱ
heȱwasȱelevatedǰȱasȱhisȱbrotherȱWilliamȱhadȱbeenȱ inȱŗŜŖřǰȱ toȱ theȱ rankȱofȱaȱKnightȱofȱ theȱ
garterǯȱOnȱŗŞȱSeptemberȱRobertȱSidneyȱwroteȱtoȱhisȱwifeȱBarbaraȱfromȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǰȱ
whereȱheȱwasȱstayingȱwithȱhisȱnephewǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǯȱAnotherȱleĴerȱtoȱBarbaraȱofȱ
řȱOctoberȱvividlyȱillustratesȱtheȱhappyȱintimacyȱthatȱthenȱexistedȱbetweenȱtheȱSidneysȱandȱ
theȱHerbertsǯȱThatȱdayȱheȱwasȱplanningȱwithȱtheȱCountessȱofȱMontgomeryȱaȱvisitȱtoȱDurhamȱ
HouseȱwhereȱtheyȱhopedȱtoȱmeetȱupȱwithȱtheȱearlsȱofȱPembrokeȱandȱMontgomeryǯȱAsȱusualǰȱ
theȱSidneysȱandȱHerbertsǰȱdrawnȱtogetherȱbyȱlongȬestablishedȱbondsȱofȱgenuineȱfriendshipȱ
andȱloyaltyǰȱseemȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱoperatingȱasȱaȱunięedȱfamilyȱandȱpoliticalȱgroupingǰȱbothȱatȱ
courtȱandȱinȱLondonȱmetropolitanȱlifeǯ

RowlandȱWhyteǰȱalthoughȱinȱŗśşŞȱappointedȱtoȱtheȱtimeȬconsumingȱroleȱofȱpostmasterȱ
toȱtheȱroyalȱcourtǰȱstillȱprovidedȱaȱkeyȱlinkȱbetweenȱtheȱSidneysȱandȱHerbertsǯȱThisȱpositionȱ
ǻwhichȱWhyteȱ heldȱ untilȱ ŗŜŗśǼȱ requiredȱ himȱ toȱ superviseȱ theȱ distributionȱ ofȱ allȱ oĜcialȱ
PrivyȱCouncilȱleĴersȱandȱdocumentsǯȱAsȱaȱdirectȱappointeeȱofȱtheȱcouncilǰȱheȱwasȱallowedȱ
lodgingsȱatȱcourtȱandȱaȱdailyȱallowanceǯȱHeȱwasȱalsoȱrequiredǰȱalongȱwithȱRobertȱSidneyȱandȱ
theȱHerbertȱbrothersǰȱtoȱaccompanyȱtheȱroyalȱfamilyȱonȱtheirȱvariousȱprovincialȱprogressesǯȱ
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Whyteȱ frequentlyȱ liaisedȱ onȱ RobertȂsȱ behalfȱ withȱWilliamȱ Herbertȱ ǻforȱ whoseȱ marriageȱ
negotiationsȱheȱhadȱbeenȱactivelyȱinvolvedȱinȱŗŜŖŚǼǰȱandȱwithȱtheȱearlȂsȱrichȱandȱpowerfulȱ
inȬlawsǰȱ theȱ earlȱ andȱCountessȱ ofȱ Shrewsburyǯȱ inȱ returnǰȱWhyteȱ continuedȱ toȱ stayȱwithȱ
SidneysȱandȱHerbertsȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǰȱ fromȱwhereȱheȱsentȱ toȱ theȱearlȱofȱShrewsburyȱ
inȱJanuaryȱŗŜŖŞȱaȱvividȱaccountȱofȱthatȱyearȂsȱespeciallyȱharshȱwinterǰȱdescribingȱhowȱtheȱ
ȃfrostȱcontinuesȱhereȱinȱaȱveryȱstrangeȱmannerǰȱtheȱThamesȱsoȱhardlyȱfrozenǰȱthatȱitȱisȱmadeȱ
aȱbeatenȱhighwayȱtoȱallȱplacesȱofȱtheȱcityǰȱbutȱallȱbridgesȱareȱinȱgreatȱdangerȱuponȱaȱthawȄȱ
ǻLambethȱPalaceȱLibraryȱMSȱřŘŖŘȦŗřŗǼǯ

Althoughȱ Robertȱ SidneyȂsȱ nephewsǰȱ theȱ earlsȱ ofȱ Pembrokeȱ andȱ Montgomeryǰȱ nowȱ
outrankedȱhimȱinȱtermsȱofȱaristocraticȱprecedentǰȱheȱwasȱstillȱwasȱregardedȱasȱtheȱheadȱofȱtheȱ
SidneyȮHerbertȱgroupingȱatȱcourtǯȱThisȱfamilyȱstatusȱwasȱveryȱmuchȱinȱevidenceȱduringȱŗŜŖşȱ
andȱŗŜŗŖǰȱwithȱRobertȱalwaysȱheavilyȱpreoccupiedȱbyȱhisȱcourtȱdutiesȱandȱliaisingȱwheneverȱ
possibleȱwithȱWilliamȱandȱPhilipȱHerbertǰȱtheȱlaĴerȂsȱwifeǰȱSusanǰȱandȱhisȱeldestȱdaughterǰȱ
MaryȱWrothǯȱCourtlyȱentertainmentsȱcontinuedȱtoȱprovideȱrecurrentȱelementsȱofȱtheirȱmostȱ
intimateȱinteractionȱwithȱtheȱroyalȱfamilyǯȱOnȱŘȱFebruaryȱŗŜŖşȱtheȱCountessȱofȱMontgomeryȱ
performedȱinȱJonsonȂsȱThe Masque of Queensǰȱwhichȱwasȱdedicatedȱtoȱaȱnowȱmajorȱpresenceȱ
atȱtheȱenglishȱcourtǰȱPrinceȱHenryȱǻwhoȱwasȱęfteenȱonȱŗşȱFebruaryǼǯȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱyearȱ
PrinceȱHenryȂsȱbarriersȯechoingȱ theȱoldȱchivalricȱ tenetsȱofȱ theȱTudorȱ tiltyardsȱonȱwhichȱ
SirȱWilliamȱǻc.ȱŗŚŞŘȮŗśśŚǼǰȱSirȱHenryȱǻŗśŘşȮŞŜǼȱandȱSirȱPhilipȱSidneyȱǻŗśśŚȮŞŜǼȱhadȱallȱonceȱ
excelledȯwereȱheldȱonȱŜȱJanuaryǰȱwithȱJonsonȱpenningȱtheȱspeechesȱandȱJonesȱdesigningȱ
theȱsetsǯȱTheȱprinceȱissuedȱaȱceremonialȱchallengeȱandǰȱwithȱhisȱownȱsupportersǰȱheldȱtheȱ
barriersȱagainstȱęftyȬeightȱchallengersǰȱincludingȱtheȱearlsȱofȱPembrokeȱandȱMontgomeryǰȱ
bothȱofȱwhomȱwereȱawardedȱprizesȱforȱtheirȱperformancesȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŘŘǼǯ

TheȱmostȱimportantȱcourtȱeventȱofȱŗŜŗŖȱwasȱtheȱcreationȱinȱearlyȱJuneȱatȱtheȱParliamentȱ
HouseȱofȱHenryȱasȱPrinceȱofȱWalesǰȱfollowingȱhisȱcomingȱofȱageǯȱRobertȱSidneyȱandȱtheȱearlsȱ
ofȱPembrokeȱandȱMontgomeryȱwereȱinȱprominentȱaĴendanceǰȱwithȱPembrokeȱactingȱasȱtheȱ
PrinceȂsȱserverȱatȱtheȱfeastȱheldȱinȱtheȱgreatȱHallǯȱTiltsȱwereȱstagedǰȱwithȱPembrokeȱagainȱ
chosenȱtoȱoěerȱaȱgiftȱtoȱtheȱprinceǰȱandȱtheȱCountessȱofȱMontgomeryȱperformedȱinȱSamuelȱ
DanielȂsȱqueenȂsȱmasqueȱTethys� FestivalǰȱpresentedȱatȱWhitehallȱinȱcollaborationȱwithȱinigoȱ
Jonesǯȱ inȱ Januaryȱ ŗŜŗŗȱ theȱ earlȱ ofȱ Pembrokeȱwasȱ involvedȱ inȱ JonsonȂsȱOberon, the Faery 
PrinceǰȱinȱwhichȱHenryȱhimselfȱtookȱtheȱroleȱofȱOberonǯȱOnȱŘşȱSeptemberȱRobertȱreportedȱtoȱ
BarbaraȱthatȱhisȱnephewǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱhadȱjustȱbeenȱswornȱinȱasȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱ
PrivyȱCouncilǯȱTheȱimportanceȱofȱthisȱappointmentȱtoȱtheȱSidneysȱwasȱeloquentlyȱconveyedȱ
inȱRobertȂsȱęnalȱremarkȱtoȱBarbaraǱȱȃsoȱasȱnowȱiȱhaveȱoneȱfriendȱmoreȱamongȱthemǰȱwhoȱ
willȱbeȱbothȱwillingȱandȱableȱtoȱdoȱmeȱgoodȄȱǻDPFAȱŗŜşǲȱSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŘŘȮřǼǯ

Theȱ linksȱ ofȱ amityȱ betweenȱ theȱ Sidneysȱ andȱHerbertsȱ continuedȱ toȱ developȱdownȱ theȱ
generationsǯȱ inȱaboutȱŗŜŗŘȱPhilipȱHerbertȱwasȱappointedȱKeeperȱofȱelsingsǰȱaȱ formerȱroyalȱ
palaceǰȱ situatedȱ closeȱ toȱ theȱWrothȂsȱhomeȱatȱDurranceȱ inȱenęeldǯȱTheȱearlȱ andȱCountessȱ
ofȱ Montgomeryȱ thereforeȱ becameȱ LadyȱMaryȱWrothȂsȱ nearȱ neighborsǰȱ andȱ bothȱ familiesȱ
regularlyȱ aĴendedȱ theȱ localȱ parishȱ churchȱ ofȱ Stǯȱ AndrewȂsǰȱ enęeldǯȱ Henceǰȱ asȱ Margaretȱ
Hannayȱ observesǱȱ ȃWhenȱWrothȱ namedȱ herȱ proseȱ romanceȱThe Countess of Montgomery�s 
Uraniaǰȱ itȱwasȱnotȱtheȱusualȱeěortȱtoȱenlistȱpatronageǰȱbutȱratherȱanȱacknowledgementȱthatȱ
theȱtwoȱfriendsȱhadȱspentȱmanyȱhappyȱhoursȱtalkingȱaboutȱthatȱęctionalȱworldȄȱǻMSLWȱŗřŞǼǯȱ 
Theȱ Sidneysȱ andȱHerbertsȱwereȱ alsoȱ closelyȱ bondedȱ fromȱ springȱ ŗŜŗřȱ onwardsȱ inȱ theirȱ
supportȱforȱJamesȱiȂsȱdaughterǰȱPrincessȱelizabethǰȱwhoȱmarriedȱFrederickȱVǰȱelectorȱPalatineǰȱ
onȱŗŚȱFebruaryȱatȱWhitehallȱPalaceǯȱThisȱmarriageȱwasȱintendedȱasȱpartȱofȱaȱwiderȱallianceȱ
betweenȱenglandȱandȱtheȱgermanȱProtestantȱunionǰȱandȱonȱŘŜȱAprilȱRobertȱSidneyȱsetȱoutȱ
forȱtheȱContinentȱasȱoneȱofȱtheȱfourȱroyalȱcommissionersȱaccompanyingȱherȱtoȱgermanyǯȱ
Althoughȱtheirȱmarriageȱwasȱaȱhappyȱoneǰȱ theȱcoupleȂsȱpoliticalȱproblemsȱescalatedȱafterȱ
FrederickȂsȱacceptanceȱofȱtheȱcrownȱofȱBohemiaȱatȱPragueȱonȱŚȱnovemberȱŗŜŗşǯȱTheȱSidneysȱ
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andȱHerbertsȱkeenlyȱsoughtȱnewsȱofȱ theirȱvicissitudesȱwhenȱinȱautumnȱŗŜŘŖȱtheȱSpanishȱ
occupiedȱ largeȱ areasȱ ofȱ theȱ Lowerȱ Palatinateǰȱ culminatingȱ inȱ theȱ devastatingȱ defeatȱ onȱ 
Şȱ novemberȱ ofȱ FrederickȂsȱ troopsȱ atȱ theȱ BaĴleȱ ofȱ theȱ Whiteȱ Mountainǯȱ elizabethȱ andȱ
FrederickȱwereȱforcedȱtoȱĚeeȱtheirȱterritoriesǰȱandȱinȱŗŜŘŗȱestablishedȱanȱexiledȱpalatineȱcourtȱ
atȱTheȱHagueȱǻDPFAȱŘřŖǼǯȱOnȱşȱMayȱŗŜŘŗǰȱRobertȱSidneyȱadvisedȱhisȱwifeȱBarbaraǱȱȃTheȱ
KingȱandȱQueenȱofȱBohemiaȱareȱstillȱatȱTheȱHagueǰȱinȱveryȱgoodȱhealthȱandȱmuchȱrespectedǱȱ
andȱtheȱwarȱisȱlikeȱtoȱgrowȱonȱthereȱveryȱhotlyȄȱǻDPFAȱŘřŘǼǯȱPoignantlyǰȱthisȱwasȱtheȱlastȱ
itemȱofȱpoliticalȱnewsȱwhichȱRobertȱwasȱtoȱpassȱonȱtoȱhisȱwifeǰȱsinceȱBarbaraȱunexpectedlyȱ
diedȱlaterȱinȱtheȱsameȱmonthǯ

inȱnovemberȱŗŜŗřȱRobertȱSidneyȱwasȱatȱcourtȱforȱtheȱcreationȱofȱKingȱJamesȂsȱnowȱmostȱ
inĚuentialȱ favoriteǰȱRobertȱCarrǰȱasȱearlȱofȱSomersetǯȱAsȱusualǰȱ theȱSidneysȱandȱHerbertsȱ
wereȱprominentȱinȱsuchȱanȱimportantȱceremonialȱeventǰȱwithȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱcarryingȱ
theȱswordȱofȱhonorǯȱOnȱŘŜȱDecemberȱCarrȱmarriedȱFrancesȱHowardǰȱformerlyȱtheȱwifeȱofȱ
RobertȱDevereuxǰȱ secondȱearlȱ ofȱ essexǰȱ theȱ sonȱ ofȱ Philipȱ SidneyȂsȱwidowǰȱ Francesǯȱ Thisȱ
ęrstȱmarriageȱ hadȱ beenȱ annulledǰȱ supposedlyȱ onȱ theȱ groundsȱ ofȱ itsȱ nonȬconsummationǰȱ
aȱcircumstanceȱwhichȱmustȱhaveȱbeenȱdiĜcultȱforȱtheȱSidneysǰȱwhoȱknewȱtheȱDevereuxsȱ
soȱ wellǯȱ neverthelessǰȱ theȱ earlsȱ ofȱ Pembrokeȱ andȱ Montgomeryȱ dutifullyȱ performedȱ inȱ
CampionȂsȱSquire�s Masqueȱ atȱ theȱ BanquetingȱHouseǰȱWhitehallǰȱ andȱ alsoȱ joinedȱ theȱ tiltsȱ 
inȱcelebrationȱofȱthisȱroyallyȱapprovedȱweddingȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŘŜǼǯ

inȱFebruaryȱŗŜŗŚȱMaryȱWrothȱgaveȱbirthȱtoȱherȱonlyȱlegitimateȱoěspringǰȱJamesǯȱAtȱtheȱ
christeningǰȱaĴendedȱbyȱbothȱSidneyȱgrandparentsǰȱherȱcousinǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱstoodȱ
proxyȱforȱKingȱJamesȱǻMSLWȱŗŜşǼǯȱTheȱindiěerentȱhealthȱofȱSirȱRobertȱWrothȱhadȱbeenȱaȱ
sourceȱofȱconcernȱforȱsomeȱyearsǰȱandȱonȱŘȱMarchȱŗŜŗŚǰȱtheȱdayȱbeforeȱtheȱchristeningȱofȱ
hisȱsonǰȱheȱdrewȱupȱhisȱwillȱwithȱRobertȱSidneyȱandȱPembrokeȱasȱitsȱoverseersǰȱdyingȱonlyȱ
twelveȱdaysȱlaterǰȱonȱŗŚȱMarchǯȱAccordingȱtoȱJohnȱChamberlainǰȱheȱleftȱhisȱwidowȱinȱsevereȱ
ęnancialȱdiĜcultiesǰȱwithȱ someȱǡŘřǰŖŖŖȱofȱdebtsȱ chargedȱ toȱhisȱ estateǯȱMaryȱWrothȱ soonȱ
slippedȱoutȱofȱtheȱinnerȱcircleȱofȱtheȱroyalȱfamilyǰȱbutȱsheȱretainedȱherȱhomeǰȱLoughtonȱHallǰȱ
andȱcontinuedȱtoȱstayȱwithȱherȱparentsȱatȱPenshurstȱandȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱandȱfrequentlyȱ
drewȱuponȱtheirȱęnancialȱsupportǰȱasȱwellȱasȱthatȱofȱherȱcousinǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱǻSidneys 
of PenshurstȱŗŘŜȮŝǲȱMSLWȱŗŝŖȮŝŗǼǯȱWrothȂsȱauntǰȱMaryȱSidneyȱHerbertǰȱDowagerȱCountessȱ
ofȱPembrokeǰȱhoweverǰȱwasȱabsentȱfromȱtheseȱvariousȱfamilyȱgatheringsȱfromȱsummerȱŗŜŗŚȱ
untilȱlateȱautumnȱŗŜŗŜȱsinceȱsheȱwasȱtravelingȱonȱtheȱContinentǯ

OnȱŗŚȱJuneȱŗŜŗŚȱtheȱproȬSpanishȱandȱproȬCatholicȱHenryȱHowardǰȱearlȱofȱnorthamptonǰȱ
diedǯȱSinceȱtheȱearlyȱŗŜŖŖsȱheȱandȱRobertȱSidneyȱhadȱbeenȱdiametricallyȱopposedȱinȱalmostȱ
allȱofȱtheirȱpoliticalȱperspectivesȱandǰȱinȱaȱcalculatedȱactȱofȱpersonalȱdisserviceǰȱnorthamptonȱ
hadȱvigorouslyȱsoughtȱtoȱblockȱtheȱtransferȱofȱtheȱKenilworthȱestatesȱtoȱtheȱSidneysǯȱinȱaȱ
deathbedȱleĴerȱtoȱtheȱearlȱofȱSomersetȱheȱdescribedȱRobertȱSidneyȱandȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱ
asȱhisȱworstȱenemiesȱandȱbeggedȱthatȱnoneȱofȱhisȱcourtȱoĜcesȱshouldȱbeȱtransferredȱtoȱthemǯȱ
northamptonȂsȱpassingȱdoesȱ seemȱ toȱhaveȱhadȱaȱbeneęcialȱ eěectȱonȱ theȱSidneyȮHerbertȱ
familiesȂȱ fortunesǰȱmostȱnotablyȱwithȱ theȱappointmentȱofȱ theirȱ longȬtermȱfriendȱandȱallyǰȱ
FulkeȱgrevilleǰȱasȱChancellorȱofȱtheȱexchequerȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱOctoberȱǻSidneys of Penshurst 
ŗŘŝǼǯȱAdditionalȱ honorsȱ alsoȱ continuedȱ toȱ comeȱ theȱwayȱ ofȱRobertȂsȱ twoȱnephewsǰȱwithȱ
theȱearlȱofȱMontgomeryȱappointedȱasȱHighȱStewardȱofȱOxfordȱUniversityȱonȱŗŖȱJuneȱŗŜŗśȱ
andȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱasȱLordȱChamberlainȱonȱŘřȱDecemberȱŗŜŗśǯȱThisȱlaĴerȱpostȱgaveȱ
WilliamȱHerbertȱauthorityȱoverȱ theȱaboveȬstairsȱ royalȱhouseholdȱandȱ theȱarrangementȱofȱ
courtȱentertainmentsǰȱincludingȱmasquesǰȱplaysǰȱandȱmusicalȱperformancesǰȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱ
oĜceȱofȱworksȱandȱlicensedȱtheatresǯ

RobertȱSidneyȱwasȱpreoccupiedȱinȱlateȱAugustȱŗŜŗŜȱwithȱarrangementsȱforȱtheȱchristeningȱ
atȱWiltonȱofȱtheȱearlȱofȱMontgomeryȂsȱsonǰȱplannedȱforȱŗŞȱSeptemberǯȱKingȱJamesȱandȱtheȱ
earlȱofȱPembrokeȱwereȱtoȱactȱasȱgodfathersǰȱandȱtheȱDowagerȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱwasȱ

From Margaret P. Hannay, Michael G. Brennan, and Mary Ellen Lamb (eds), The Ashgate Research 
Companion to The Sidneys, 1500�1700: Volume 1: Lives, published by Ashgate Publishing.  

See: http://www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409450382

© Michael G. Brennan (2015)



© Copyrighted Material

© Copyrighted Material

w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  w
w

w
.a

sh
ga

te
.c

om
  w

w
w

.a
sh

ga
te

.c
om

  

THE ASHGATE RESEARCH COMPANION TO THE SIDNEYS, 1500�1700: VOLUME 1

ŗŘ

hopingȱtoȱreturnȱtoȱenglandȱtoȱstandȱasȱgodmotherǯȱUltimatelyǰȱPembrokeȂsȱcloseȱfriendǰȱ
theȱCountessȱofȱBedfordǰȱprovedȱaȱwillingȱreserveȱsinceȱhisȱmotherȱdidȱnotȱarriveȱbackȱinȱ
timeȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŘŞǼǯȱAtȱtheȱendȱofȱAugustȱŗŜŗŜȱRobertȱSidneyȱalsoȱaĴendedȱtheȱ
creationȱofȱKingȱ JamesȂsȱnewȱ favoriteǰȱgeorgeȱVilliersǰȱ asȱBaronȱWhaddonȱandȱViscountȱ
VilliersǯȱHisȱriseȱintoȱroyalȱfavorȱhintsȱatȱyetȱmoreȱstrategicȱcourtȱlinksȱbetweenȱtheȱSidneysȱ
andȱtheȱHerbertsǯȱinȱJulyȱŗŜŗŚȱSomersetȱhadȱbeenȱappointedȱasȱLordȱChamberlainǰȱaȱpostȱ
toȱwhichȱRobertȂsȱnephewǰȱ theȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱhadȱalsoȱaspiredǯȱ inȱ responseǰȱ inȱAprilȱ
ŗŜŗśȱPembrokeȱhostedȱaȱmeetingȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱwhereȱheȱandȱseveralȱofȱSomersetȂsȱ
opponentsǰȱ includingȱArchbishopȱgeorgeȱAbbotǰȱ agreedȱ toȱ sponsorȱ theȱ careerȱofȱgeorgeȱ
Villiersǰȱ whoseȱ looksȱ andȱ personalityȱ hadȱ recentlyȱ aĴractedȱ Kingȱ Jamesǯȱ Pembrokeȱ lentȱ
VilliersȱclothingȱandȱworkedȱwithȱAbbotȱtoȱgainȱtheȱqueenȂsȱapprovalȱforȱtheȱyoungȱmanǯȱ
OnȱŘřȱAprilȱŗŜŗśȱVilliersȱwasȱknightedȱinȱtheȱqueenȂsȱchamberȱandǰȱgivenȱthatȱRobertȱSidneyȱ
wasȱherȱLordȱChamberlainǰȱ itȱ seemsȱveryȱprobableȱ thatȱheȱwasȱ fullyȱ complicitȱwithȱ thisȱ
promotionȱofȱVilliersȱasȱaȱmeansȱofȱdisplacingȱtheȱearlȱofȱSomersetȱinȱKingȱJamesȂsȱaěectionsǯ

Bothȱ Robertȱ andȱ hisȱ nephewȱ theȱ earlȱ ofȱ Pembrokeȱ remainedȱ meticulousȱ inȱ theirȱ
cultivationȱ ofȱ theȱ goodwillȱ ofȱ theȱ stillȱ everȬrisingȱgeorgeȱVilliersǰȱwhoȱwasȱ createdȱ earlȱ 
ǻśȱJanuaryȱŗŜŗŝǼȱandȱMarquisȱǻŗȱJanuaryȱŗŜŗŞǼȱofȱBuckinghamȱbyȱhisȱinfatuatedȱmonarchǯȱ
TheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱwasȱalsoȱhonoredȱonȱŘşȱJanuaryȦFebruaryȱŗŜŗŝȱbyȱbeingȱappointedȱ
inȱaȱlavishȱceremonyȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱasȱChancellorȱofȱOxfordȱUniversityǰȱaȱpositionȱofȱ
considerableȱprideȱtoȱbothȱPembrokeȱandȱRobertȱSidneyȱǻandȱonceȱheldȱbyȱtheȱlaĴerȂsȱuncleǰȱ
theȱ earlȱ ofȱ LeicesterǼǯȱWilliamȱHerbertȱ contributedȱ ǡŗŖŖȱ towardsȱ theȱ constructionȱ ofȱ theȱ
BodleianȱLibraryǰȱandȱinȱŗŜŘşȱdonatedȱŘśŖȱgreekȱmanuscriptsȱwhichȱheȱhadȱpurchasedȱforȱ
ǡŝŖŖǯȱTheȱrestȱofȱPembrokeȂsȱgreekȱmanuscriptsȱarrivedȱatȱtheȱBodleianȱinȱŗŜśŚǯ

earlyȱinȱŗŜŗŝȱRobertȱandȱBarbaraȱSidneyȱgainedȱaȱnewȱdaughterȬinȬlawȱwhenȱtheirȱsonȱ
Robertȱ ǻillustrationȱ ŘřǼȱ secretlyȱ marriedȱ Dorothyȱ ǻillustrationȱ ŘŜǼǰȱ theȱ daughterȱ ofȱ Henryȱ
PercyǰȱninthȱearlȱofȱnorthumberlandǯȱThisȱnewȱfamilyȱlinkǰȱwhichȱbecameȱpublicȱknowledgeȱ
inȱMarchȱ ǻCSPDȱŗŜŗŗȮŗŞȱ ŚŘśǼȱwouldȱproveȱ toȱbeȱaȱ cruciallyȱpowerfulȱoneȱ fromȱ theȱŗŜŘŖsȱ
onwardsǰȱ withȱ DorothyȂsȱ sisterǰȱ Lucyȱ Percyȱ Hayǰȱ Countessȱ ofȱ Carlisleȱ ǻillustrationȱ ŘŜǼǰȱ 
andȱherȱ increasinglyȱ inĚuentialȱ brotherǰȱAlgernonȱ ǻillustrationȱ ŘśǼǰȱ oftenȱwillingȱ toȱ oěerȱ
theirȱpersonalȱsupportȱinȱaȱvarietyȱofȱimportantȱwaysȱtoȱtheȱSidneysǯȱTheȱSidneyȮHerbertȱ
networkȱalsoȱcontinuedȱtoȱmeetȱupȱamicablyȱoutsideȱtheȱcourtǰȱwithȱtheȱearlȱofȱMontgomeryȱ
visitingȱhisȱmotherȱatȱherȱnewȱresidenceȱatȱHoughtonȱHouseȱbeforeȱmovingȱonȱtoȱstayȱatȱ
PenshurstȱinȱlateȱJulyȱǻCKSȱCŞŗȦŘŝŞǲȱPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱŘŖřǼǯȱRobertȱSidneyȱwasȱhimselfȱoftenȱ
obligedȱtoȱbeȱinȱLondonȱorȱatȱOatlandsȱPalaceȱorȱWindsorȱCastleȱasȱtheȱQueenȂsȱChamberlainǰȱ
butȱwithȱhisȱnephewȱPembrokeȱnowȱalsoȱinȱplaceȱasȱtheȱKingȂsȱChamberlainǰȱheȱcouldȱtakeȱ
pleasureȱ inȱ theȱ factȱ thatȱ theȱSidneysȱandȱHerbertsȱwereȱatȱ theȱzenithȱofȱ theirȱpowerȱandȱ
inĚuenceȱatȱcourtǯ

Duringȱ summerȱ ŗŜŗŝȱ theȱ Sidneysǰȱ includingȱ LadyȱMaryȱWrothȱ andȱ herȱ newȱ sisterȬ
inȬlawǰȱDorothyȱPercyȱSidneyǰȱassembledȱatȱPenshurstȱ forȱaȱ familyȱgatheringǰȱandȱPhilipȱ
HerbertǰȱearlȱofȱMontgomeryǰȱjoinedȱthemȱinȱlateȱJulyȱafterȱvisitingȱhisȱmotherǰȱtheȱdowagerȱ
countessȱǻDPFAȱŘŖŘǼǯȱOnȱŚȱAugustȱŗŜŗŝǰȱprobablyȱwhileȱMontgomeryȱwasȱstillȱthereǰȱBarbaraȱ
SidneyȱalsoȱwelcomedȱtoȱPenshurstȱRichardȱSackvilleǰȱearlȱofȱDorsetǰȱwhoseȱthenȱwifeǰȱAnneȱ
CliěordȱSackvilleȱǻlaterȱtoȱbecomeȱMontgomeryȂsȱsecondȱwifeǼǰȱjoinedȱtheȱPenshurstȱpartyȱ
onȱŗşȱAugustȱandȱrecordedȱtheirȱvisitȱinȱherȱfamousȱdiaryȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŘşǲȱMSLW 

ŗşŞǼǯȱAtȱtheȱendȱofȱAugustȱtheȱMontgomerysȂȱinfantȱsonǰȱJamesǰȱdiedȱandȱRobertȱSidneyȱwentȱ
immediatelyȱtoȱvisitȱthemȱtoȱoěerȱhisȱpersonalȱcondolencesȱǻDPFAȱŘŗŖǼǯ

OnȱŘŘȱJulyȱŗŜŗŞȱRobertȱSidneyȱwroteȱfromȱLondonȱtoȱBarbaraȱwithȱtheȱjoyfulȱnewsȱthatȱ
heȱhadȱjustȱbeenȱcreatedȱearlȱofȱLeicesterȱbyȱtheȱkingȱinȱaȱprivateȱceremonyȱǻDPFAȱŘŗŜǼǯȱTheȱ
publicȱceremonyȱwasȱheldȱonȱŘȱAugustȱinȱtheȱhallȱofȱtheȱBishopȂsȱPalaceȱatȱSalisburyȱjustȱ
beforeȱKingȱJamesȱwasȱdueȱtoȱtakeȱupȱresidenceȱatȱWiltonȱHouseȱwithȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǯȱ
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RobertȱwasȱalsoȱinvitedȱtoȱstayȱthereȱafterwardsȱsoȱthatȱheȱcouldȱaĴendȱtheȱkingǯȱClearlyǰȱ
theȱSidneysȱandȱHerbertsȱnowȱstoodȱproudlyȱtogetherȱinȱtheirȱjointȱintimacyȱwithȱtheȱkingȱ
andȱqueenǰȱ justȱasȱ theȱSidneysȱandȱDudleysȱhadȱonceȱoccupiedȱaȱsimilarȱpositionȱduringȱ
theȱreignsȱofȱedwardȱViǰȱMaryǰȱandȱelizabethǯȱRobertȱSidneyȂsȱearldomǰȱcoupledȱwithȱhisȱ
nephewȱPembrokeȂsȱpotencyȱatȱcourtǰȱhadȱtriumphantlyȱreassertedȱtheirȱinĚuenceȱwithȱtheȱ
monarchsȱofȱenglandȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗŘşǼǯ

Theȱ Sidneysȱ andȱ Herbertsȱ continuedȱ toȱ regardȱ themselvesȱ asȱ anȱ extendedȱ familyȱ andȱ
politicalȱunitǰȱandȱthisȱwasȱveryȱmuchȱinȱevidenceȱatȱtheȱnextȱgrandȱstateȱoccasionȱwhichȱtheyȱ
aĴendedǯȱTheȱgrantingȱofȱtheȱLeicesterȱearldomȱtoȱSidneyȱhadȱowedȱmuchȱtoȱQueenȱAnneȂsȱ
personalȱsupportȱ forȱhimȱandȱthisȱhonorȱcameȱ justȱ inȱ timeǰȱsinceȱsheȱdiedȱonȱŘȱMarchȱŗŜŗşǯȱ 
SidneyǰȱasȱherȱlongȬservingȱLordȱChamberlainǰȱwasȱinȱchargeȱofȱtheȱarrangementsȱforȱherȱ
funeralǰȱheldȱonȱŗřȱMayȱatȱWestminsterȱAbbeyǰȱandȱheȱandȱPrinceȱCharlesȱwalkedȱbeforeȱ
theȱ coĜnȱ asȱ itȱ wasȱ processedȱ intoȱ Henryȱ ViiȂsȱ chapelǯȱ Theȱ earlȱ ofȱ Pembrokeǰȱ asȱ Lordȱ
ChamberlainȱtoȱJamesȂsȱcourtǰȱwasȱoneȱofȱtheȱsixȱlordsȱwhoȱprocessedȱalongsideȱtheȱcoĜnǰȱ
andȱ hisȱ brotherȱ Montgomeryȱ carriedȱ theȱ greatȱ Bannerǯȱ Theȱ Countessȱ ofȱ Arundelȱ ǻtheȱ
sisterȱofȱPembrokeȂsȱwifeǰȱMaryȱTalbotȱHerbertǼȱwasȱPrincipalȱMournerǰȱandȱherȱassistantsȱ
includedȱ Barbaraȱ gamageȱ Sidneyǰȱ Countessȱ ofȱ Leicesterǰȱ andȱ theȱ Dowagerȱ Countessȱ ofȱ
PembrokeǯȱTwentyȬoneȱotherȱcourtȱladiesȱalsoȱprocessedǰȱincludingȱLadyȱMaryȱWrothǰȱherȱ
sisterȱPhilippaȱHobartǰȱandȱDorothyȱPercyȱSidneyǰȱLadyȱLisleȱǻMSLWȱŘŖřǼǯ

inȱMarchȱ ŗŜŘŖȱ theȱ Sidneysȱ sharedȱ theȱ delightȱ occasionedȱ byȱ theȱ safeȱ birthǰȱwithȱ theȱ
DowagerȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱassistingȱatȱ theȱdeliveryǰȱofȱ theȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȂsȱonlyȱ
legitimateȱsonǰȱHenryȯsoȱnamedȱinȱhonorȱofȱbothȱhisȱfatherȱHenryȱHerbertȱandȱSirȱHenryȱ
Sidneyǰȱ andȱ bornȱ afterȱ sixteenȱ yearsȱ ofȱ marriageǯȱ Theȱ dowagerȱ countessȱ andȱ herȱ sonȱ
Montgomeryȱstoodȱasȱgodparentsǰȱandȱinevitablyǰȱtheyȱalsoȱsharedȱtheȱsadnessȱofȱtheȱearlȱ
andȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱwhenȱtheȱinfantȱHenryȱdiedȱsomeȱthreeȱmonthsȱlaterȱatȱBaynardȂsȱ
CastleȱǻPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱŘŖŚǲȱMSLWȱŘŘŘȮřǼǯȱinȱŗŜŘŖȱKingȱJamesȱiȱpaidȱanotherȱsummerȱvisitȱtoȱ
WiltonȱHouseǰȱandȱwhenȱinȱnovemberȱRobertȱSidneyȱwasȱpreoccupiedȱwithȱoĜcialȱdutiesȱ
atȱ theȱroyalȱpalaceȱofȱTheobaldsǰȱhisȱmainȱconsolationȱseemedȱtoȱ lieȱ inȱbriefȱbutȱ friendlyȱ
meetingsȱwithȱtheȱCountessȱofȱMontgomeryǰȱwhoǰȱasȱusualǰȱenquiredȱsolicitouslyȱaboutȱtheȱ
welfareȱofȱBarbaraȱSidneyȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗřŖǼǯ

TheȱdeathȱonȱŘśȱSeptemberȱŗŜŘŗȱofȱtheȱDowagerȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱfromȱsmallpoxȱ
atȱherȱLondonȱhouseȱinȱAldergateȱStreetȱcameȱasȱaȱgreatȱlossȱtoȱtheȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱwhoȱ
wroteȱtoȱhisȱsonȱRobertǱȱȃMyȱsisterȱisȱtoȱbeȱburiedȱprivatelyȱbyȱherȱhusbandȱatȱSalisburyǰȱ
andȱaȱfuneralȱmadeȱaccordingȱtoȱherȱqualityȱinȱPaulȂsǰȄȱwhereȱinȱŗśŞŝȱherȱbrotherǰȱSirȱPhilipǰȱ
hadȱbeenȱinterredȱǻCKSȱUŗŚŝśȱZśřȦŞŗǲȱPhilipȂsȱPhoenixȱŘŖśǼǯȱTheȱserviceȱatȱStǯȱPaulȂsǰȱnextȱtoȱ
BaynardȂsȱCastleǰȱwouldȱhaveȱbeenȱoneȱofȱtheȱlastȱdutiesȱofȱitsȱDeanǰȱValentineȱCaryǰȱwhoȱ
hadȱjustȱbeenȱconęrmedȱatȱBishopȱofȱexeterǯȱButȱheȱmayȱhaveȱbeenȱassistedȱbyȱhisȱappointedȱ
successorǰȱJohnȱDonneǰȱwhoȱformallyȱtookȱoverȱtheȱDeanȂsȱdutiesȱinȱnovemberȱandȱknewȱ
wellȱseveralȱmembersȱofȱtheȱHerbertȱfamilyǯȱHeȱhadȱpersonallyȱpresentedȱtheȱCountessȱofȱ
MontgomeryȱwithȱoneȱofȱhisȱsermonsȱdeliveredȱonȱŗŞȱAprilȱŗŜŗşǰȱcommemoratedȱǻprobablyȱ
posthumouslyǼȱtheȱdowagerȱcountessȂsȱversięcationȱofȱtheȱPsalmsȱofȱDavidȱinȱhisȱȃUponȱtheȱ
TranslationȱofȱtheȱPsalmsȱbyȱSirȱPhilipȱSidneyǰȱandȱtheȱCountessȱofȱPembrokeȱHisȱSisterǰȄȱ
andȱwasȱintimateȱwithȱhisȱsonǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱwhoȱendedȱaȱleĴerȱofȱŘŖȱMayȱŗŜŗşȱbyȱ
lamentingȱtheȱdeathȱofȱtheȱactorȱRichardȱBurbageǰȱwithȱtheȱpostscriptǱȱȃcommendȱmyȱbestȱ
loveȱtoȱMrǯȱDoctorȱDonneȄȱǻBLȱegertonȱMSȱŘśşŘȱfolǯȱŞŗǼǯ

ForȱtheȱremainderȱofȱKingȱJamesȱiȂsȱreignǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱLeicesterȱplayedȱaȱlessȱprominentȱ
roleȱatȱcourtǯȱinȱŗŜŘŗȱThe Countess of Montgomery�s Urania byȱhisȱdaughterǰȱLadyȱMaryȱWrothȱ
ǻillustrationsȱŗŞȱandȱŗşǼǰȱwasȱpublishedǰȱalthoughȱhisȱpersonalȱresponseȱtoȱitȱisȱunknownǯȱitȱ
wasȱsoȱtitledȱinȱhonorȱofȱWrothȂsȱerstwhileȱmasquingȱpartnerǰȱSusanȱVereȱHerbertǰȱCountessȱ
ofȱMontgomeryǯȱAȱcentralȱproblemȱwithȱthisȱromanceȱlayȱinȱtheȱfactȱthatǰȱalthoughȱWrothȱ
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wasȱanȱimpressivelyȱskilledȱimitatorȱofȱherȱuncleȂsȱ literaryȱformsǰȱherȱproseȱstyleȱseemedȱ
toȱ informedȱ readersȱ farȱmoreȱ directlyȱ allusiveȱ toȱ contemporaryȱ eventsǯȱHerȱ ęrstȱ cousinǰȱ
theȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱwasȱclearlyȱ theȱmodelȱ forȱAmphilanthusǯȱWrothȱhadȱ longȱenjoyedȱ
aȱcloseȱpersonalȱrelationshipȱwithȱherȱcousinǰȱprobablyȱpreȬdatingȱherȱmarriageȱtoȱRobertȱ
Wroth, and c.ȱŗŜŘŚȱsheȱgaveȱbirthȱtoȱillegitimateȱtwinsǰȱWilliamȱandȱKatherineǰȱbyȱtheȱearlȱofȱ
Pembrokeǯȱitȱisȱunknownȱforȱhowȱlongȱtheirȱsexualȱrelationshipȱlastedȱafterȱtheseȱbirthsǰȱbutȱ
WilliamȱǻandȱthenǰȱafterȱhisȱdeathȱinȱŗŜřŖǰȱhisȱbrotherȱPhilipǼȱassistedȱWrothȱinȱprotectingȱ
herȱ fromȱcreditorsȱwhenȱburdenedȱwithȱdebtsǯȱTheȱHerbertȱ familyǰȱ includingȱPhilipȱandȱ
theirȱ cousinȱSirȱHenryȱHerbertǰȱ laterȱassistedȱyoungȱWillȱwithȱ royalȱbestowmentȱofȱ irishȱ
propertyȱandȱthenȱmilitaryȱplacementȱduringȱtheȱcivilȱwarsǲȱPhilipȱprobablyȱalsoȱassistedȱ
withȱKatherineȂsȱexcellentȱmarriageȱ toȱ JohnȱLovetȱ ǻMSLWȱŘśŖȮśŘǰȱŘŞŘȮşŝǼǯȱAgainǰȱRobertȱ
SidneyȂsȱpersonalȱresponseȱtoȱtheseȱbirthsȱisȱunknownǯ

norȱisȱthereȱanyȱevidenceȱtoȱsuggestȱhowȱheȱrespondedȱtoȱhisȱnephewȂsȱincreasinglyȱantiȬ
SpanishȱstanceȱatȱcourtǯȱPembrokeȱconsistentlyȱsoughtȱwaysȱofȱchallengingȱSpanishȱinterestsȱ
atȱhomeȱandȱabroadǯȱHeȱsponsoredȱtheȱVirginiaȱandȱguianaȱCompaniesȱandȱotherȱcolonialȱ
venturesȱwhichȱthreatenedȱtheȱpotencyȱofȱSpainȱinȱtheȱnewȱWorldǰȱandȱheȱalsoȱopposedȱ
aȱSpanishȱmatchȱforȱPrinceȱCharlesȱwhichȱwasȱvigorouslyȱsupportedȱbyȱBuckinghamǯȱButȱ
whetherȱ Robertȱ Sidneyȱwasȱ everȱ personallyȱ commiĴedȱ toȱ antiȬSpanishȱ policiesȱ orǰȱwithȱ
failingȱhealthǰȱheȱsimplyȱsoughtȱtoȱkeepȱoutȱofȱfactionalȱcourtȱstrugglesȱcannotȱbeȱascertainedǯȱ
SimilarlyǰȱliĴleȱisȱknownȱaboutȱhowȱheȱviewedȱtheȱpersonalȱlivesȱofȱtheȱHerbertȱbrothersǯȱ
BothȱhadȱaȱreputationȱasȱphilanderersǰȱinȱcontrastȱtoȱSidneyȱhimselfǰȱwhoseȱcorrespondenceȱ
revealsȱhimȱtoȱhaveȱenjoyedȱaȱ lovingȱandȱmutuallyȱsupportiveȱrelationshipȱwithȱhisȱwifeȱ
Barbaraǯȱ edwardȱ Clarendonȱ sternlyȱ remarkedȱ thatȱWilliamȱHerbertȱ wasȱ ȃimmoderatelyȱ
givenȱupȱtoȱwomenǰȄȱandȱduringȱtheȱsecondȱdecadeȱofȱKingȱJamesȱiȂsȱreignȱPhilipȱHerbertȱ
openlyȱformedȱaȱrelationshipȱwithȱhisȱwifeȂsȱnieceǰȱelizabethȱnorrisǰȱwhoȱhadȱbeenȱlivingȱinȱ
theirȱLondonȱhomeȱforȱseveralȱyearsǰȱuntilȱsheȱsecretlyȱmarriedȱanotherȱmanȱinȱMarchȱŗŜŘŘȱ
ǻMSLWȱŘŖŖǼǯ

1625�1650

FollowingȱtheȱdeathȱofȱKingȱJamesȱonȱŘŝȱMarchȱŗŜŘśǰȱPembrokeȱasȱLordȱChamberlainȱheldȱ
ultimateȱresponsibilityȱforȱtheȱfuneralȱandȱprocessedȱimmediatelyȱbeforeȱtheȱcoĜnǯȱPrinceȱ
CharlesȂsȱassistantsȱincludedȱbothȱLeicesterȱandȱMontgomeryǰȱandȱtheȱformerȂsȱsonǰȱRobertȱ
SidneyǰȱwasȱalsoȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱcortegeǯȱPembrokeȱisȱlikelyȱtoȱhaveȱsoughtȱoutȱhisȱuncleȱ
LeicesterȂsȱadviceȱonȱtheȱadministrativeȱarrangementsǰȱsinceȱheȱhadȱbeenȱinȱchargeȱofȱQueenȱ
AnneȂsȱ funeralȱ inȱ ŗŜŗşȱ ǻMSLWȱ ŘśŝǼǯȱ Bothȱmenȱwereȱ alsoȱ involvedȱ inȱ theȱMayȱmarriageȱ
byȱproxyȱatȱnotreȱDameȱofȱ theȱnewȱkingȱ toȱHenrieĴaȱMariaǰȱandȱPhilipȱHerbertǰȱearlȱofȱ
MontgomeryǰȱjoinedȱtheȱembassyȱwhichȱescortedȱCharlesȱiȂsȱqueenȱfromȱFranceȱtoȱenglandǯȱ
Howeverǰȱ asȱ plagueȱ hitȱ Londonȱ inȱ earlyȱ Julyȱ ŗŜŘśǰȱ Parliamentȱwasȱ forcedȱ toȱ adjournȱ toȱ
OxfordȱfromȱWestminsterȱandȱLeicesterȱwithdrewȱtoȱhisȱPenshurstȱestatesǯȱPartlyȱtoȱavoidȱtheȱ
unhealthyȱmetropolitanȱenvironmentǰȱinȱOctoberȱŗŜŘśȱCharlesȱandȱHenrieĴaȱMariaȱhonoredȱ
theȱHerbertsȱwithȱaȱvisitȱtoȱWiltonȱHouseǰȱaȱsourceȱofȱmuchȱsatisfactionȱtoȱLeicesterǰȱwhoȱ
remainedȱcloseȱtoȱhisȱnephewȱPembrokeǯȱButȱplagueȱconditionsȱstillȱprevailedȱatȱLondonǰȱ
andȱevenȱtheȱcoronationȱprocessionȱscheduledȱforȱmidȬJanuaryȱhadȱtoȱbeȱcancelledǯȱFinallyǰȱ
Charlesȱ iȱwasȱcrownedȱatȱWestminsterȱAbbeyȱonȱŘȱFebruaryȱŗŜŘŜǰȱwithȱLeicesterȱ ǻasȱoneȱ
ofȱhisȱparentsȂȱmostȱtrustedȱandȱlongȬservingȱcourtiersǼȱinȱexpectedȱaĴendanceǰȱtheȱearlȱofȱ
PembrokeȱcarryingȱtheȱcrownǰȱandȱtheȱearlȱofȱMontgomeryȱcarryingȱtheȱspursȱǻSidneys of 
PenshurstȱŗřŞǲȱMSLWȱŘśŝǼǯ
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LeicesterȂsȱwifeȱBarbaraȱhadȱdiedȱ inȱ theȱ laĴerȱhalfȱ ofȱMayȱŗŜŘŗǰȱ andȱ inȱMayȱŗŜŘřȱheȱ
transferredȱ theȱentireȱPenshurstȱestateȱ toȱhisȱsonȱRobertǰȱpresumablyȱbecauseȱofȱhisȱownȱ
decliningȱ healthȱ andȱ toȱ avoidȱ anyȱ inheritanceȱ complicationsȱ ifȱ heȱ remarriedȱ ǻSidneys of 
Penshurstȱ ŗřŞǲȱMSLWȱ ŘśŞǼǯȱToȱ theȱ surpriseȱofȱmostȱobserversǰȱandȱperhapsȱevenȱhisȱownȱ
childrenǰȱonȱŘśȱAprilȱŗŜŘŜȱLeicesterȱmarriedȱSarahȱBlountȱSmytheǰȱtheȱwidowȱofȱSirȱThomasȱ
SmytheǰȱformerȱAmbassadorȱtoȱRussiaȱandȱgovernorȱofȱtheȱeastȱindiaȱCompanyǯȱLiĴleȱisȱ
knownȱofȱthisȱlateȱsecondȱmarriageǰȱalthoughȱsomeȱofȱLeicesterȂsȱoutgoingȱcorrespondenceȱ
wriĴenȱfromȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǰȱcoupledȱwithȱaȱwarmȱleĴerȱofȱŗřȱJuneȱŗŜŘŜȱfromȱtheȱearlȱofȱ
PembrokeȱtoȱhisȱeldestȱsonȱRobertȱǻillustrationȱŘřǼǰȱindicateȱthatȱhisȱlongȬstandingȱfriendshipȱ
withȱtheȱHerbertsȱcontinuedȱunabatedȱuntilȱtheȱendȱofȱhisȱlifeȱǻCollinsȱŘǱřŜşǼǯȱOnȱŗřȱJulyȱŗŜŘŜȱ
RobertȱSidneyǰȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱdiedȱatȱtheȱageȱofȱsixtyȬtwoȱafterȱreturningȱbyȱwaterȱfromȱ
courtȱtoȱhisȱlodgingsȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǯȱHeȱwasȱburiedȱthreeȱdaysȱlaterȱatȱPenshurstǰȱwithȱ
theȱearlȱofȱMontgomeryȱinȱaĴendanceȱandȱRowlandȱWhyteȱsupervisingȱtheȱembalmingȱofȱ
theȱbodyȱandȱotherȱfuneralȱarrangementsǯȱOnȱŘŝȱJulyȱWhyteȱwroteȱhisȱlastȱknownȱleĴerȱfromȱ
BaynardȂsȱCastleȱtoȱtheȱyoungerȱRobertȱSidneyǰȱnowȱsecondȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱcommunicatingȱ
newsȱaboutȱtheȱactivitiesȱofȱtheȱearlsȱofȱPembrokeȱandȱMontgomeryȱǻCollinsȱŘǱřŜşȮŝŖǼǯ

inȱ Augustȱ ŗŜŘŜȱ Pembrokeȱ wasȱ appointedȱ Lordȱ Stewardȱ ǻbelowȱ stairsǼȱ ofȱ theȱ royalȱ
householdǰȱ andȱhisȱ brotherȱMontgomeryȱ assumedȱhisȱ formerȱ roleȱ asȱLordȱChamberlainǯȱ
KingȱCharlesȱiȱmadeȱanotherȱvisitȱtoȱWiltonȱinȱOctoberȱŗŜŘŜȱandȱwasȱkeenȱtoȱseeȱamicableȱ
relationsȱestablishedȱbetweenȱtheȱHerbertsȱandȱhisȱnowȱmostȱinĚuentialȱcourtierǰȱtheȱDukeȱ
ofȱBuckinghamǯȱAȱmarriageȱallianceȱwasȱdulyȱbrokeredȱbetweenȱBuckinghamȂsȱfourȬyearȬ
oldȱdaughterǰȱMaryǰȱandȱMontgomeryȂsȱeldestȱsonȱandȱheirǰȱCharlesȱǻagedȱsevenǼǰȱwhoȱwasȱ
alsoȱBuckinghamȂsȱ godsonǯȱ Theȱweddingȱdidȱ eventuallyȱ takeȱplaceȱ inȱ Januaryȱ ŗŜřśǰȱ butȱ
CharlesȱdiedȱinȱtheȱfollowingȱyearȱwhileȱtouringȱtheȱContinentȱǻMSLWȱŘśşǼǯȱPhilipȱHerbertȂsȱ
ęrstȱ wifeǰȱ Susanǰȱ diedȱ inȱ Januaryȱ ŗŜŘşȱ ofȱ smallpoxǰȱ andȱ inȱ Juneȱ ŗŜřŖȱ heȱmarriedȱAnneȱ
CliěordǰȱwidowȱofȱRichardȱSackvilleǰȱearlȱofȱDorsetǰȱandȱdaughterȱofȱgeorgeȱCliěordǰȱearlȱ
ofȱCumberlandǯȱOnȱşȱAprilȱŗŜřŖȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱdinedȱwithȱtheȱCountessȱDevonshireǰȱ
andȱheȱdiedȱ theȱ followingȱmorningȱ atȱ BaynardȂsȱCastleǯȱ Theȱ responseȱ ofȱRobertȱ Sidneyǰȱ
secondȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱtoȱhisȱcousinȂsȱdeathȱisȱunknownǰȱalthoughȱheȱmaintainedȱcontactȱ
withȱhisȱyoungerȱbrotherǰȱPhilipȱHerbertǰȱnowȱearlȱofȱMontgomeryȱandȱtheȱfourthȱearlȱofȱ
PembrokeȱǻillustrationsȱŘŖȱandȱŘŘǼǯ

LiĴleȱ evidenceȱ hasȱ survivedȱ relatingȱ toȱ theȱ personalȱ andȱ courtȱ involvementsȱ ofȱ
theȱ Sidneysȱ andȱHerbertsȱduringȱ theȱ ŗŜřŖsȱ andȱ earlyȱ ŗŜŚŖsǰȱ probablyȱdueȱ toȱ theȱ secondȱ
earlȱofȱLeicesterȱbeingȱ largelyȱawayȱ fromȱenglandȱonȱhisȱFrenchȱembassyȱ ǻŗŜřŜȮŚŗǼȱandȱ
LordȱDeputyshipȱofȱirelandȱǻŗŜŚŗȮŚřǼǯȱAlthoughȱPhilipȱHerbertȱwasȱappointedȱinȱŗŜŚŗȱatȱ
BaynardȂsȱCastleȱasȱChancellorȱofȱOxfordȱUniversityǰȱafterȱhisȱsecondȱmarriageȱinȱŗŜřŖȱtoȱ
AnneȱCliěordȱǻaȱunionȱwhichȱeěectivelyȱbrokeȱdownȱinȱŗŜřŚǼǰȱheȱtendedȱnotȱtoȱliveȱatȱeitherȱ
WiltonȱorȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱǻwhereȱhisȱbrotherȂsȱwidowǰȱMaryȱTalbotȱHerbertǰȱstayedǼǰȱandȱ
insteadȱ residedȱmainlyȱ atȱ Londonȱ inȱ roomsȱ atȱ theȱCockpitȱ nearȱ theȱ courtǯȱ Laterǰȱ duringȱ
theȱCivilȱWarǰȱheȱsentȱhisȱwifeȱAnneȱtoȱliveȱwithȱhisȱbrotherȂsȱwidowȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱ
toȱprotectȱtheȱfamilyȂsȱpropertyȱthereȱǻMSLWȱŘŜŘǼǯȱAfterȱtheȱRestorationǰȱBaynardȂsȱCastleȱ
ǻillustrationsȱŗȱandȱŘǼȱwasȱoccupiedȱbyȱFrancisȱTalbotȱǻŗŜŘřȮŜŞǼǰȱeleventhȱearlȱofȱShrewsburyǰȱ
andȱwasȱlargelyȱdestroyedȱinȱŗŜŜŜȱduringȱtheȱgreatȱFireȱofȱLondonǯȱThereȱisȱnoȱreasonȱtoȱ
suspectǰȱhoweverǰȱthatȱLeicesterȱdidȱnotȱmaintainȱsomeȱformȱofȱcontactȱwithȱhisȱcousinȱPhilipȱ
Herbertȱwheneverȱ theirȱ respectiveȱ commitmentsȱ allowedǯȱTheȱ fourthȱearlȱ ofȱPembrokeȂsȱ
sonsǰȱCharlesȱandȱPhilipǰȱtraveledȱonȱtheȱContinentȱduringȱŗŜřśȮřŝǰȱandȱtheȱlaĴerȱmayȱhaveȱ
stayedȱbrieĚyȱatȱhisȱuncleȂsȱembassyȱatȱParisǯ

itȱ alsoȱ seemsȱ likelyȱ thatȱPhilipȱHerbertȱassistedȱ theȱearlyȱmilitaryȱcareerȱofȱLadyȱMaryȱ
WrothȂsȱ illegitimateȱ sonǰȱWilliamǰȱ byȱ hisȱ lateȱ brotherǰȱ theȱ thirdȱ earlȱ ofȱ Pembrokeǯȱ youngȱ
Williamȱmayȱ evenȱ haveȱ beenȱ residentȱ atȱ someȱ pointȱ inȱ PhilipȱHerbertȂsȱ houseȱ atȱ elsingsȱ
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ǻnearȱWrothȂsȱownȱhomeǼǰȱandȱifȱsoǰȱwouldȱhaveȱgoĴenȱtoȱknowȱwellȱthereȱhisȱcousinǰȱPhilipȱ
HerbertǰȱlaterȱęfthȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǯȱAfterȱWilliamȂsȱęrstȱmilitaryȱcommandȱduringȱtheȱFirstȱ
BishopȂsȱWarȱǻŗŜřşǼǰȱPhilipȱHerbertȱlobbiedȱtheȱkingȱonȱhisȱbehalfȱinȱlateȱŗŜŚŖȱforȱaȱMunsterȱ
estateȱinȱirelandǯȱSadlyǰȱtheȱMunsterȱRisingȱǻŗŜŚŗȮŚŘǼȱsweptȱawayȱthisȱpropertyǰȱandȱinsteadȱ
WilliamȱenlistedȱunderȱPrinceȱMauriceȂsȱeliteȱregimentȱinȱtheȱroyalistȱarmyǯȱTheȱfourthȱearlȱofȱ
PembrokeȱmayȱalsoȱhaveȱsupportedȱatȱtheȱsameȱperiodȱtheȱmarriageȱofȱWilliamȂsȱtwinȱsisterǰȱ
Katherineǰȱęrstȱ toȱaȱwealthyȱJohnȱLovetȱǻdǯȱŗŜŚřǼȱofȱOxfordshireǰȱandȱthenȱtoȱaȱWelshmanǰȱ
JamesȱParryǰȱwhoseȱfamilyȱlivedȱnearȱtheȱPembrokeȱestatesȱinȱWalesȱǻMSLWȱŘŞŚȮşǰȱŘşŚȮśǼǯ

WhenȱPhilipȱHerbertȱwasȱforcedȱtoȱresignȱhisȱLordȱChamberlainȂsȱpostȱ inȱJulyȱŗŜŚŗȯaȱ
majorȱbreachȱwithȱtheȱkingǰȱandȱtheȱbeginningȱofȱhisȱallegianceȱtoȱParliamentȯitȱisȱunlikelyȱ
thatȱ heȱwouldȱ haveȱ remainedȱ inȱ regularȱ courtȱ orȱ politicalȱ communicationȱwithȱ Leicesterǯȱ
AlsoǰȱQueenȱHenrieĴaȱMariaǰȱwithȱwhomȱLeicesterȂsȱwifeǰȱDorothyȱPercyȱSidneyǰȱandȱherȱ
sisterǰȱ Lucyȱ PercyȱHayǰȱ Countessȱ ofȱ Carlisleǰȱmaintainedȱ aȱ longȱ intimacyȱ ǻillustrationȱ ŘŜǼǰȱ 
activelyȱ dislikedȱ Philipȱ Herbertȱ forȱ hisȱ brusqueȱ andȱ oftenȱ cholericȱ behaviorȱ andȱ hadȱ
personallyȱlobbiedȱforȱhisȱdismissalȱasȱLordȱChamberlainǯȱneverthelessǰȱitȱisȱpossibleȱthatȱ
theȱSidneyȱandȱHerbertȱ familiesǰȱatȱ leastȱonȱaȱprivateȱ levelǰȱ remainedȱonȱamicableȱ termsǯȱ
PembrokeȱworkedȱcloselyȱduringȱtheȱearlyȱŗŜŚŖsȱwithȱtheȱroyalistȱearlȱofȱHollandȱǻwhoȱlaterȱ
becameȱtheȱloverȱofȱLucyȱPercyȱHayȱandȱwellȱknownȱtoȱtheȱSidneyȱfamilyȱatȱPenshurstǼǰȱandȱ
heȱalwaysȱsoughtȱtoȱretainȱaȱmoderateȱreputationȱasȱaȱparliamentarianǰȱoftenȱactingȱasȱanȱ
intermediaryȱwithȱtheȱkingȱandȱhisȱsupportersǯȱOnȱşȱMarchȱŗŜŚŘȱheȱandȱHollandȱmetȱCharlesȱiȱ
atȱRoystonǰȱwhereȱtheyȱpresentedȱhimȱwithȱaȱdeclarationȱfromȱbothȱtheȱCommonsȱandȱLordsȱ
allegingȱhisȱmisgovernmentǲȱandȱinȱJanuaryȱŗŜŚřȱPembrokeȱwasȱoneȱofȱtheȱcommissionersȱ
sentȱtoȱCharlesȱatȱOxfordȱtoȱoěerȱpeaceȱpropositionsǯȱitȱmayȱbeȱsuspectedȱthatȱPembrokeȂsȱ
aĜliationȱtoȱParliamentȱwasȱlargelyȱmotivatedȱbyȱhisȱdesireȱtoȱretainȱWiltonȱandȱtoȱbeȱonȱ
theȱwinningȱ sideǰȱ justȱ asȱ theȱearlȱofȱLeicesterȂsȱ studiedȱneutralityȱ andȱhisȱwithdrawalȱ toȱ
hisȱPenshurstȱ estatesȱ inȱŗŜŚŚȱ implicitlyȱ conęrmedȱ theȱprimacyȱofȱhisȱ commitmentȱ toȱ theȱ
preservationȱofȱhisȱancestralȱhomeǯ

Duringȱ theȱ midȬŗŜŚŖsȱ Pembrokeȱ looselyȱ alliedȱ himselfȱ inȱ theȱ Houseȱ ofȱ Lordsȱ withȱ
theȱ associatesȱ ofȱ theȱ earlȱ ofȱ northumberlandǰȱ whoȱ wasȱ theȱ earlȱ ofȱ LeicesterȂsȱ brotherȬ
inȬlawȱandȱoneȱofȱhisȱmostȱ reliableȱandȱ trustedȱsupportersǯȱ inȱŗŜŚśȱPembrokeȱsupportedȱ
northumberlandȱ inȱ advocatingȱ theȱSelfȬdenyingȱOrdinanceȱ andȱ theȱ creationȱofȱ theȱnewȱ
ModelȱArmyǯȱinȱMarchȱŗŜŚśȱLeicesterȂsȱsonǰȱAlgernonǰȱwasȱappointedȱasȱcolonelȱofȱoneȱofȱ
theȱelevenȱcavalryȱregimentsȱofȱtheȱnewȱModelȱArmyǰȱcommandedȱbyȱSirȱThomasȱFairfaxȱ
andȱanswerableȱdirectlyȱtoȱCromwellȱasȱitsȱLieutenantȬgeneralǯȱAȱColonelȱWilliamȱHerbertǰȱ
thenȱ alsoȱ servingȱunderȱFairfaxǰȱmayȱhaveȱbeenȱ theȱ illegitimateȱ sonȱofȱMaryȱWrothȱ andȱ
theȱthirdȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱǻMSLWȱŘŞŚȮşǼǯȱAfterȱAugustȱŗŜŚŜȱPembrokeȱbeganȱtoȱdistanceȱ
himselfȱfromȱnorthumberlandȱandȱbecameȱanȱoutspokenȱcriticȱofȱtheȱarmyǰȱalthoughȱafterȱ
itȱenteredȱLondonȱinȱAugustȱŗŜŚŝȱheȱ immediatelyȱrenouncedȱsuchȱviewsȱandȱonceȱagainȱ
aĴemptedȱ toȱ identifyȱ himselfȱ withȱ northumberlandȱ andȱ hisȱ supportersǯȱAlwaysȱ aȱ selfȬ
interestedȱmoderateǰȱ inȱDecemberȱŗŜŚŞȱheȱ joinedȱnorthumberlandȱ inȱaȱdelegationȱwhichȱ
soughtȱanȱeleventhȬhourȱcompromiseȱwithȱtheȱkingǯȱWhenȱthisȱmissionȱfailedǰȱtheȱCommonsȱ
appointedȱ Pembrokeȱ asȱ Constableȱ ofȱWindsorȱ Castleǰȱ therebyȱmakingȱ himȱ inȱ eěectȱ theȱ
kingȂsȱgaolerǯȱOnȱŗŚȱFebruaryȱŗŜŚşǰȱ twoȱweeksȱafterȱCharlesȱiȂsȱexecutionǰȱheȱwasȱoneȱofȱ
onlyȱęveȱpeersȱappointedȱtoȱtheȱnewlyȱestablishedȱCouncilȱofȱStateǰȱandȱwasȱalsoȱelectedȱinȱ
theȱfollowingȱAprilȱasȱMPȱforȱBerkshireǯ

Theȱ privateȱ diaryȱ ofȱ Robertȱ Sidneyǰȱ secondȱ earlȱ ofȱ Leicesterȱ ǻillustrationȱ ŘŚǼǰȱ shedsȱ
fascinatingȱlightȱonȱtheȱbehaviorȱofȱPhilipȱHerbertǰȱfourthȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱduringȱtheȱkingȂsȱ
trialȱandȱexecutionǯȱProbablyȱbasedȱonȱconversationsȱwithȱhisȱsonȱAlgernonȱǻillustrationȱŘśǼȱ
andȱPembrokeǰȱLeicesterȱnotesȱonȱŗȱ JanuaryȱŗŜŚşȱ theȱselectionȱofȱ judgesȱ fromȱtheȱUpperȱ
andȱ Lowerȱ Housesȱ forȱ Charlesȱ iȂsȱ trialǯȱAȱ courtȱ ofȱ ŗřŜȱ commissionersȱ wasȱ establishedǰȱ
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includingȱLeicesterȂsȱ sonsȱAlgernonȱandȱPhilipȱ ǻillustrationȱŘŞǼǰȱwhichȱmetȱonȱŗśȱandȱŗşȱ
JanuaryȱtoȱconsiderȱtheȱchargesǯȱAtȱtheȱopeningȱofȱtheȱtrialȱonȱŗşȦŘŖȱJanuaryǰȱLeicesterȱnotedȱ
thatȱtheȱȃKingȱwasȱbroughtȱfromȱWindsorȱtoȱStȱJamesȂsǰȱwhereȱheȱlayȱthatȱnightȱstronglyȱ
guardedȱǽandȱthenǾȱfromȱStȱJamesȂȱinȱtheȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȂsȱchairȱǳȱintoȱWestminsterȱHallǯȄȱ 
OnȱŘśȱ JanuaryȱLeicesterȱpointedlyȱemphasizedȱ inȱhisȱdiaryȱ thatȱhisȱ twoȱsonsǰȱPhilipȱandȱ
Algernonǰȱ wereȱ atȱ Penshurstȱ duringȱ ŘŘȮŘşȱ Januaryǰȱ ȃsoȱ asȱ neitherȱ ofȱ themȱ wasȱ atȱ theȱ
condemnationȱ ofȱ theȱ KingǯȄȱ Theȱ defensiveȱ toneȱ ofȱ theseȱ wordsȱ underlinesȱ LeicesterȂsȱ
determinationȱ toȱ ensureȱ thatȱ hisȱ twoȱ sonsȱ wereȱ notȱ implicatedȱ inȱ theȱ actualȱ judgmentȱ
processȱoverȱtheȱkingȂsȱfateǯ

Theȱ executionȱ ofȱ theȱ kingȱ onȱ řŖȱ Januaryȱ ŗŜŚşȱwasȱwatchedȱ incognitoȱ fromȱ aȱ nearbyȱ
windowȱbyȱPhilipȱHerbertǰȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱandȱitȱseemsȱlikelyȱthatȱsoonȱafterwardsȱheȱ
providedȱ Leicesterȱ withȱ hisȱ diaryȂsȱ ęrstȬhandȱ accountǯȱ Bothȱ Algernonȱ andȱ Philipȱ wereȱ
probablyȱatȱtheȱHouseȱofȱCommonsȱatȱtheȱmomentȱwhenȱtheȱaxeȱfellǰȱaĴendingȱtheȱsiĴingȱ
atȱwhichȱaȱresolutionȱwasȱpassedȱtoȱabolishȱbothȱtheȱmonarchyȱandȱtheȱHouseȱofȱLordsǯȱTheȱ
ȃRumpȄȱofȱtheȱCommonsȱthenȱassumedȱsupremeȱpowerȱoverȱtheȱnationȱbyȱparliamentaryȱ
resolutionȱǻSidneys of PenshurstȱŗśřȮŚǼǯȱTheȱearlȱofȱLeicesterȂsȱprivatelyȱheldȱviewsȱoverȱtheȱ
executionȱofȱCharlesȱ iȱ areȱbroughtȱ intoȱ sharpȱ focusȱbyȱhisȱdiaryȂsȱ recordȱofȱ theȱdeathȱofȱ
PhilipȱHerbertǰȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱonȱŘřȱJanuaryȱŗŜśŖȱatȱhisȱlodgingsȱatȱtheȱCockpitȱȃofȱaȱ
feverȱandȱgangreneǯȄȱOnȱřŖȱJanuaryȱSidneyȱwroteȱthatȱonȱthisȱveryȱdayȱȃtheȱlateȱKingȱwasȱ
beheadedȱatȱWhitehallȱgateǰȄȱandȱobservedȱthatȱPembrokeȱhadȱnotȱlivedȱforȱevenȱoneȱyearȱ
beyondȱ thisȱ eventǯȱHeȱdeploredȱhowȱPembrokeȱhadȱ toldȱhimȱ thatȱheȱwatchedȱ fromȱȃhisȱ
chamberȱwindowȄȱtheȱkingȂsȱprogressȱtoȱtheȱȃplaceȱofȱhisȱdeathǰȄȱsharplyȱnotingȱthatȱheȱ
ȃshouldȱnotȱhaveȱdoneǰȄȱandȱinsteadȱshouldȱhaveȱȃretiredȱhimselfȱtoȱprayȱforȱhimǰȱandȱtoȱ
lamentȱhisȱmisfortuneǰȱtoȱwhomȱheȱhadȱsoȱgreatȱobligationsȄȱǻSydney PapersȱśŚǰȱşŜǲȱSidneys 
of PenshurstȱŗśŜǼǯ

1651�1702

PhilipȱHerbertȂsȱ heirǰȱ hisȱ sonȱ Philipǰȱ nowȱ secondȱ earlȱ ofȱMontgomeryȱ andȱ ęfthȱ earlȱ ofȱ
PembrokeǰȱwasȱelectedȱonȱŗȱDecemberȱŗŜśŗȱasȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱCouncilȱofȱStateǰȱandȱservedȱ
brieĚyȱinȱsummerȱŗŜśŘȱasȱitsȱpresidentǯȱHisȱamenableȱpersonalityȱensuredȱthatȱheȱmadeȱaȱ
smoothȱtransitionȱintoȱtheȱcourtȱofȱKingȱCharlesȱiiȱafterȱtheȱRestorationǯȱHeȱwasȱappointedȱasȱ
aȱcouncillorȱforȱtradeȱandȱnavigationȱonȱŝȱnovemberȱŗŜŜŖǰȱandȱatȱtheȱcoronationȱonȱŘřȱAprilȱ
ŗŜŜŗȱheȱcarriedȱtheȱspursȱǻsymbolicallyȱreassertingȱtheȱHerbertsȂȱallegianceȱtoȱtheȱmonarchyǰȱ
sinceȱhisȱ fatherȱhadȱperformedȱtheȱsameȱroleȱatȱCharlesȱ iȂsȱcoronationǼǯȱAlthoughȱRobertȱ
SidneyǰȱsecondȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱwasȱableȱtoȱresumeȱhisȱseatȱinȱtheȱHouseȱofȱLordsȱinȱAprilȱ
ŗŜŜŖȱandȱwasȱnamedȱasȱaȱPrivyȱCouncillorȱonȱřŗȱMayǰȱasȱsoonȱasȱCharlesȱiiȂsȱęrstȱParliamentȱ
adjournedȱinȱOctoberȱheȱtookȱtheȱopportunityȱtoȱpleadȱillȱhealthȱandȱwithdrewȱpermanentlyȱ
toȱPenshurstǯȱHeȱdidȱnotȱaĴendȱtheȱcoronationǰȱandȱthereȱisȱnoȱevidenceȱtoȱsuggestȱthatȱheȱ
sustainedȱanyȱsignięcantȱlevelȱofȱpersonalȱcontactȱwithȱtheȱęfthȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǯȱDuringȱ
theȱŗŜśŖsȱhisȱparliamentarianȱsonǰȱPhilipȱǻlaterȱtheȱthirdȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǼǰȱhadȱloyallyȱservedȱ
theȱCommonwealthǰȱandȱinȱŗŜśřȱwasȱPresidentȱofȱtheȱCouncilȱofȱStateȱǻillustrationȱŘŞǼǯȱHeȱ
remainedȱcloseȱtoȱCromwellǰȱandȱplayedȱaȱprominentȱroleȱinȱJuneȱŗŜśŜȱatȱtheȱceremonialsȱ
markingȱ CromwellȂsȱ secondȱ installationȱ asȱ Protectorǯȱ inȱ ŗŜśŞȱ heȱ hadȱ readilyȱ signedȱ theȱ
proclamationȱassertingȱ theȱ successionȱofȱRichardȱCromwellȱ toȱhisȱ fatherȂsȱpoliticalȱ rolesǰȱ
butȱwasȱgrantedȱaȱpardonȱunderȱ theȱgreatȱSealȱonȱřŖȱOctoberȱŗŜŜŖǯȱFromȱ thenȱuntilȱhisȱ
deathȱ inȱŗŜşŞȱheȱ tookȱ liĴleȱpartȱ inȱpublicȱ aěairsǯȱAfterȱhisȱ fatherȂsȱdeathȱ inȱŗŜŝŝȱheȱwasȱ
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largelyȱpreoccupiedȱwithȱhisȱPenshurstȱestateȱandȱhisȱLondonȱmansionǰȱLeicesterȱHouseǰȱ
andȱacrimoniousȱinheritanceȱsquabblesȱwithȱhisȱsurvivingȱbrothersǰȱAlgernonȱandȱHenryǯ

PhilipȱHerbertǰȱęfthȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱdiedȱ inȱDecemberȱŗŜŜşȱandȱwasȱsucceededȱbyȱ
hisȱonlyȱsonȱbyȱhisȱęrstȱwifeǰȱWilliamȱHerbertȱǻŗŜŚŖȮŝŚǼǰȱsixthȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǯȱHeȱdiedȱ
unmarriedǰȱ andȱwasȱ succeededȱ byȱ hisȱ halfȬbrotherȱ andȱ eldestȱ sonȱ ofȱ hisȱ fatherȂsȱ secondȱ
marriageǰȱPhilipȱHerbertȱǻŗŜśřȮŞřǼǰȱseventhȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǰȱaȱviolentȱandȱillȬdisciplinedȱ
individualȱwhoȱwasȱ imprisonedȱinȱtheȱTowerȱforȱblasphemyȱandȱwhoȱkilledȱatȱ leastȱ twoȱ
menǯȱHeȱdiedǰȱlargelyȱunlamentedȱbyȱeitherȱtheȱHerbertsȱorȱtheȱSidneysǰȱonȱŘşȱAugustȱŗŜŞřǯȱ
HisȱdissoluteȱlifeȱaěordedȱaȱstarkȱcontrastȱtoȱthatȱofȱhisȱhighȬprincipledȱrepublicanȱcousinȱ
AlgernonȱSidneyȱǻillustrationȱŘśǼǰȱwhoȱwasȱbeheadedȱonȱTowerȱHillȱonȱŝȱDecemberȱŗŜŞřȱ
followingȱtheȱillȬfatedȱRyeȱHouseȱPlotȱtoȱassassinateȱCharlesȱiiȱandȱhisȱbrotherǰȱJamesǰȱDukeȱ
ofȱyorkǯȱTheȱseventhȱearlȂsȱyoungerȱbrotherǰȱThomasȱǻŗŜśŜȦśŝȮŗŝřřǼǰȱwhoȱhadȱprobablyȱbeenȱ
bornȱatȱBaynardȂsȱCastleǰȱsucceededȱhimȱasȱtheȱeighthȱearlȱofȱPembrokeǯȱHeȱlaterȱenjoyedȱ
theȱ trustȱ ofȱ KingȱWilliamȱ iiiǰȱ whoseȱ accessionȱ toȱ theȱ englishȱ throneȱ hadȱ beenȱ activelyȱ
supportedȱbyȱHenryȱSidneyǰȱlaterȱearlȱofȱRomneyȱǻtheȱyoungestȱbrotherȱofȱPhilipȱSidneyǰȱ
thirdȱearlȱofȱLeicesterǰȱwhoȱheldȱthisȱtitleȱuntilȱŗŜşŞǼǰȱwhoȱhadȱpersonallyȱknownȱWilliamȱ
asȱPrinceȱofȱOrangeȱsinceȱtheȱlateȱŗŜŝŖsǯȱTheȱeighthȱearlȱofȱPembrokeȱenjoyedȱanȱillustriousȱ
administrativeȱandȱdiplomaticȱcareerȱunderȱWilliamȱiiiǰȱ servingȱasȱanȱambassadorȱ toȱ theȱ
Dutchȱ statesǰȱ aȱ PrivyȱCouncillorǰȱ ęrstȱ Lordȱ ofȱ theȱAdmiraltyǰȱ LordȱPrivyȱ Sealǰȱ andȱLordȱ
Presidentȱ ofȱ theȱCouncilǯȱ SimilarlyǰȱHenryȱ Sidneyȱ remainedȱ aȱ keyȱmilitaryȱ andȱ strategicȱ
ęgureȱ followingȱWilliamȱ iiiȂsȱ accessionǯȱOnceȱ againǰȱ fromȱ ŗŜŞŞȱuntilȱ theȱ kingȂsȱ deathȱ inȱ
ŗŝŖŘǰȱ theȱ Sidneysȱ andȱHerbertsȱwereȱ drawnȱ togetherȱ throughȱ theirȱ respectiveȱ royalȱ andȱ
courtȱserviceǯ
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