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statement begins to make sense if one considers how, security concerns aside, counter-terrorist

measures allow nation-states to demonstrate a civilised image on the global scene. The badge of

can be (and has been) termed ‘cosmetic cosmopolitanism’. This cosmopolitanism, which

political project. We must bear in mind that the original story of acquiring and losing ‘image’ or

‘face’ stems from biblical narratives of the Original Sin. The Fall of Adam and Eve from Paradise,

especially the founders and followers of post-Hegelian ethics and Levinassian alterity. How ironic,

then, to re-encounter this story into late modern configurations of counter-terrorist civility. In

Western theosophical discourse imagined humans as gendered and racialised beings.

Significantly, terrorism’s target continues to be the prestige of political units, institutions or
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tragedy onwards, right to the 7/7 London bombings and the Jyllands-Posten cartoon

controversy, the fear of a nebulous ‘Islam’ has been at the centre of Western democratic

rejecting other cultures. The fear of Islam is the fear of otherness within our social and cultural

the four corners of the world and joined diverse societies without renouncing the memory of

their own distinctive origins. Unlike the Jewish diaspora however, Muslim communities do not

collective reputations, it also granted Muslim communities arbitrarily with an imagined territorial

node, a fictional ‘home’. This ‘home’ is the Middle Eastern netherworld, where bombs and

Consider how this trafficking is held accountable for the symbolic violation of national

obeys to the same political logic. This logic draws upon globalised themes of honour and shame,

with the former remaining masculinised and the latter feminised. Islamophobic discourse

no-cultural dirrerence. VICIOous circle commences here: IslamiC terrorism’s ‘'snaming” O

Western nation-states replicates by turn any civilised political unit’s urgency to preserve it global

God through actual icons). There are no better examples of this paradox than those proffered by

the 9/11 terrorists’ decision to crash two planes on America’s twin architectural icons; or, in 7/7’s

But we know full well that even Western domains are reiulated bi internal divides and

its conception, accounts for the presence of static ideological centres within otherwise fluid



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jyllands-Posten_Muhammad_cartoons_controversy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jyllands-Posten_Muhammad_cartoons_controversy
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZV2L0EM08I&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2J2P_UysR7c&feature=fvsr
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2J2P_UysR7c&feature=fvsr
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analysis. | will place my anthropological spyglass on the imaginary margins of the European

civilised world to do so, where ‘backward customs’ began to fade in recent decades, especially

they are marginal - therefore, ‘backward’. If, however, we change our perspective, we will see

Islamic terrorism or we ‘are like them’, uncivilised, he was called a patriot, not a bigot or

‘backward’. And yet, the destruction of America’s prestige by shadowy ‘Oriental’ enemies

Islamist terrorists (if indeed Islamist terrorists co-ordinated the 9/11 tragedy) manage to turn

Western mobilities into a deadly weapon, they also gained in unprecedented

technology is beaten by its reproduction by the terrorist savages it seeks to eliminate. The most

powerful terrorist weapon is visual, electronic and hyperlinked. Not only does electronic and

| want to look at some recent political developments in Greece to better illustrate Western

penmsuL n WHICH I‘ Ie mo!ern !ree! sIaIe an! nallon were ‘oun!e!, Ireece was pronounce!

the centre of European civilisation early on. But the colonisation of the peninsula by Ottoman

making the search for global prestige the Greek nation-state’s political priority. This has been a

priority from the foundation of modern Greece in 1832 until today. Decades of endemic political

glamorous ancient civilisation to the Western world, losing face globally altogether was the

European community, Western ‘patronage’ and even the idea of state order itself). The fear of


http://www.bookrags.com/tandf/honour-and-shame-1-tf/
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an altercation between police and a group of youths in the Exarcheia district of Athens, the 15-

year old Alexis Grigoropoulos was shot and killed by a police officer. The murder inflamed the

weeks. Global media discourse began to draw unsavoury comparisons with the riots of Greek

government of Nea Dimokratia in 2008 further encouraged connections of state violence against

rioting groups with the Albanian identity of the victim. Of immigrant parentage, Grigoropoulos

significant role in the production of Greek national identity and the nation-state’s foundation.

Centralised policies subsequently criminalised and expunged these communities from national

after all. At the time, in search of global recognition, the Greek nation-state followed Western

political scripts that excluded anything associated with Ottoman Islam from European civilisation.

Albanian migrations reproduced this Albanophobic narrative, aligning Greek immigration policies

with other Western agendas.

0 not wish to examine Greek nation-dbullding as an exceptional instance, only to

1ighlig

how such policies of ‘saving face’ in the global political plateau illustrate a Western mentalité that

difference. In reality, the ‘terror’ of Western political discourse resides within the nation-states

terrorists attack. Ethnic communities within the nation-state retain an ambivalent place in

manipulation and assimilation of ethnic difference. Contemporary political discourse in Western

domains emulates the oriiinal theoloiical discourse that iendered and coloured evil but

migrant demonstrator was presented as a sound way to maintain public order in an increasingly


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2008_Greek_riots
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/7811914.stm
http://www.arts.yorku.ca/hist/tgallant/documents/tzanellihaunted.pdf
http://www.arts.yorku.ca/hist/tgallant/documents/tzanellihaunted.pdf

Bauman Institute, 6-7 September 2010

neoconservative debates on criminalising the use of hoods in public also mirrored in this context

of anti-state demonstrations Western phobias regarding the public uses of hijab. The loss of face

British cases (post 7/7 arrests and killings).

made in 2007 to win re-election were never realised. The promises included reforming the social

and economic system and the privatization of ailing public institutions such as Olympic Airlines so

public funds and patience until a single shooting was enough to spread terror. High levels of

mployment stemming from governmental inability to implement functional reforms in

Thomas Hammarberg, Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe (8-10 December

2008), to northern bordeline regions that have a larger concentration of ethnic minorities.

as an additional blow to the government’s prestige, unequivocally questioning Greece’s ability to

synchronise with socio-political changes at European level.

Bush had proudly stated in 2005 how the American nation stood guard on the tense borders of

. .‘. |. ‘ ’ . .” . " ’ ‘ | . ‘| ||. ‘ l ‘ . .

we're responding to a global campaign of fear with a global campaign of freedom. And once

again, we will see freedom's victory’, he claimed. Behind this pseudo-utopian message laid

Islamophobic attitudes we saw emerging with the Bush administration, then spreading across

the world like a new disease. The idea of familial bondini and kinshii sistems| ceremoniousli

presidency’s policies.


http://www.unhcr.org/refworld/country,,COECHR,,GRC,,49898d5c2,0.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/4339784.stm
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What kind of conclusion could one draw from these reflections? The prioritisation of prestige

compels nation-states to destroy internal reciprocities to construct and reconstruct their own

shamed and can preserve the family’s honour. Irrespectively of the heterogeneous purposes

to Islamic terrorist objectives. The two sides end up mirroring each other. In Western

democracies we would like to believe that we left behind the religious fundamentalism that does

merely replicate terrorist destruction, only they turn it inwards, against ethnic suspects, hoodies

and veiled women. Protagonists in this vicious circle of violence are neither the national

global consumption, a symbolic value on which illegal groups can capitalise.


http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10612670

