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7,378 publications identified on initial search 

 6,204 PubMed 

 1,174 Embase 
    

460 duplicates removed 

6,918 publications screened based on title and abstract 

6,833 publications excluded for  
not meeting the inclusion criteria 

85 publications were assessed based on full-text 

and their references were reviewed for additional 

publications 

66 publications excluded: 

 1 retrospective study 

 53 irrelevant exposure or outcome 

 4 reviews or meta-analyses  

 5 duplicate populations 

 3 no sufficient data for dose-response 
meta-analysis 

19 publications (2 pooled studies) included in analysis: 

 Breast cancer: 6 publications (1 pooled study) 
 linear: 6 publications 
 non-linear: 4 publications 

 

 Ovarian cancer: 3 publications (1 pooled study) 
 

 Prostate cancer: 10 publications 
 total prostate cancer: 6 publications 
 fatal prostate cancer: 4 publications 
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Figure 3 

Overall  (I-squared = 0.0%, p = 0.585)
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Figure 4 
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Figure 5 
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