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This series of cartoons was produced for the University of Leeds Centre 
for Disability Studies Conference, August 2024 by: 

Stephen Kroeger, University of Cincinnati:
kroeges@ucmail.uc.edu

Jess Mannion, Manchester Metropolitan University: 
J.Mannion@mmu.ac.uk

Melissa Kirby, University of Leeds: m.kirby@leeds.ac.uk 

Amy Russell, University of Leeds: A.M.Russell@leeds.ac.uk 

We came to run a symposium together through our shared interests in 
inclusive and creative approaches to doing research with people with 
learning disabilities. Our research, while spread across different 
institutions, organisations and countries, aims to 'keep blobs blobby'. 
We celebrate the creativity, fun, mess, and varied contributions that 
this approach to research facilitates. We value the expertise of those 
we collaborate with, and avoid trying to make research, and the 
contributions of those we do research with, a neat (but often 
inaccessible and unauthentic) square. 

The three cartoons presented in this booklet share the stories of our 
research and our communities, the opportunities and challenges in our 
work and the most important things we have learned along the way.

(i;) 2024 by Stephen Kroeger is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. 
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