Operationalising Coercive Control: Lessons Learned from England and Wales

Coerciveand controlling behaviours were criminalised in England and Wales as part of
Section 76 of the Serious Crime Act2015. Therehas beenconsequentgrowing academic
interest and critique of coercive control as alegislative concept (Walklate,
Fitzgibbon&McCulloch,2018; Walby & Towers,2018). This chapteraimsto extendthis
discussion by exploringpolice responsesto coercive control,informed by empirical data
fromthe author's British Academy funded project. The chapter considers how theideaof
coercivecontrolis utilised,respondedtoand understoodin practice by police officers.
Thechaptercomparespoliceofficers perceptionsto the lived experiences of
victim-survivors, exploring the ways inwhich opportunities foridentifyingand
understanding the harms of coercive control were often missed by police officers. The
chapterconcludeswithadiscussion of thelimits of criminalisation approachesin
providing safety forwomen and children,advocatingthe need for holistic policy

responses.

In particular, police officers problems with understanding ‘risk’in such cases will be
explored. Policeresponsestocoercive control will be comparedtoviolence againstthe
personwithinjurycases, in particular ABH, to considerthe similarities and differences.
Theimplications of the project findingsin both a UK context and forotherjurisdictions will

alsobediscussed.



