
Operationalising Coercive Control: Lessons Learned from England and Wales

Coerciveandcontrolling behaviours werecriminalisedin EnglandandWales as part of

Section 76of the Serious Crime Act2015. Therehas beenconsequentgrowing academic

interest andcritiqueof coercive control as a legislativeconcept (Walklate,

Fitzgibbon&McCulloch,2018; Walby & Towers,2018). This chapteraims to extendthis

discussion by exploringpolice responses tocoercivecontrol, informedby empiricaldata

from the author’s British Academy fundedproject. Thechapter considers how theideaof

coercivecontrol is utilised,respondedtoand understoodin practice by policeofficers.

Thechapter compares policeofficers perceptions to the lived experiences of

victim-survivors,exploringtheways inwhich opportunities for identifyingand

understanding the harms of coercivecontrol wereoften missed by policeofficers. The

chapter concludeswitha discussion of thelimits of criminalisation approaches in

providingsafety for women andchildren,advocatingtheneed for holisticpolicy

responses.

In particular, policeofficers problems with understanding ‘risk’ in such cases will be

explored. Policeresponsestocoercive control will be comparedtoviolence againstthe

person with injurycases, in particularABH, to consider the similarities anddifferences.

Theimplications of theproject findings in both a UK context andforother jurisdictions will

alsobe discussed.


