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Table 1  

Endorsement of specific coronavirus conspiracy beliefs (N= 1497) 

 

 

Items 

 I do not believe it                                                          I am not sure                                            I believe it completely  

 0-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 71-80 81-90 91-100 

M 

(SD) 

n (%) 
(95% CI) 

n (%)  
(95% CI) 

n (%) 
(95% CI) 

n (%) 
(95% CI) 

n (%) 
(95% CI) 

n (%) 
(95% CI) 

n (%) 
(95% CI) 

n (%) 
(95% CI) 

n (%) 
(95% CI) 

n (%) 
(95% CI) 

Conspiracy theories about the COVID-19 virus 

COVID-19 was developed in a 

laboratory in Wuhan, China.  

5.45 

(3.22) 

 

345 (23.0) 

(20.8-25.2) 

73 (4.9) 

(3.8-6.0) 

54 (3.6) 

(2.7-4.5) 

53 (3.5) 

(2.7-4.6) 

210 (14) 

(12.2-15.9) 

145 (9.7) 

(8.1-11.4) 

118 (7.9) 

(6.5-9.5) 

151 (10.1) 

(8.6-11.8) 

135 (9) 

(7.5-10.5) 

213 (14) 

(12.5-16.1) 

COVID-19 originated in a meat market 

in Wuhan, China.  

4.71 

(2.90) 

 

353 (23.6) 

(21.5-25.9) 

118 (7.9) 

(6.5-9.2) 

100 (6.7) 

(5.3-7.9) 

82 (5.5) 

(4.3-6.7) 

236 (15.8) 

(14.0-17.6) 

181 (12.1) 

(10.4-13.9) 

113 (7.5) 

(6.3-8.9) 

131 (8.8) 

(7.3-10.3) 

93 (6.2) 

(5.0-7.5) 

90 (6.0) 

(4.8-7.3) 

5G mobile networks are responsible for 
the current global pandemic.  

1.91 
(1.96) 

 

1131 (75.5) 
(73.3-77.6) 

91 (6.1) 
(4.9-7.3) 

44 (2.9) 
(2.1-3.9) 

34 (2.3) 
(1.6-3.1) 

84 (5.6) 
(4.4-6.7) 

42 (2.8) 
(2.0-3.7) 

21 (1.4) 
(0.8-2.1) 

22 (1.5) 
(0.9-2.1) 

13 (0.9) 
(0.4-1.3) 

17 (1.1) 
(0.7-1.7) 

Coronavirus is just as dangerous as the 

common flu.  

3.24 

(2.97) 

 

765 (51.1) 

(48.5-53.5) 

129 (8.6) 

(7.1-10) 

95 (6.3) 

(5.1-7.7) 

51 (3.4) 

(2.5-4.4) 

102 (6.8) 

(5.6-8.1) 

93 (6.2) 

(5.0-7.5) 

53 (3.5) 

(2.7-4.6) 

60 (4.0) 

(3.0-4.9) 

63 (4.2) 

(3.2-5.2) 

86 (5.7) 

(4.6-6.9) 

High doses of vitamin C can cure 

COVID-19. 

2.17 

(2.10) 

 

1002 (66.9) 

(64.5-69.3) 

119 (7.9) 

(6.6-9.3) 

79 (5.3) 

(4.1-6.5) 

39 (2.6) 

(1.9-3.5) 

120 (8.0) 

(6.7-9.5) 

56 (3.7) 

(2.8-4.7) 

28 (1.9) 

(1.2-2.6) 

18 (1.2) 

(0.7-1.8) 

13 (0.9) 

(0.4-1.3) 

23 (1.5) 

(0.9-2.1) 

Conspiracy beliefs about COVID-19 vaccines 

The vaccines contain a microchip. 

 

1.78 

(1.90) 

 

1201 (80.2) 

(78.2-82.2) 

68 (4.5) 

(3.5-5.7) 

26 (1.7) 

(1.1-2.4) 

23 (1.5) 

(0.9-2.2) 

63 (4.2) 

(3.1-5.3) 

53 (3.5) 

(2.6-4.5) 

19 (1.3) 

(0.7-1.9) 

16 (1.1) 

(0.6-1.6) 

7 (0.5) 

(0.1-0.9) 

21 (1.4) 

(0.8-2.1) 

The vaccines will alter your DNA. 
 

2.26 
(2.35) 

 

1031 (68.9) 
(66.5-71.3) 

100 (6.7) 
(5.5-7.9) 

50 (3.3) 
(2.5-4.3) 

45 (3.0) 
(2.1-4.0) 

106 (7.1) 
(5.8-8.4) 

55 (3.7) 
(2.8-4.7) 

18 (1.2) 
(0.7-1.8) 

28 (1.9) 
(1.2-2.5) 

18 (1.2) 
(0.7-1.8) 

46 (3.1) 
(2.1-4.0) 

The vaccines will give you COVID-19. 2.14 

(2.26) 

 

1078 (72.0) 

(69.6-74.3) 

96 (6.4) 

(5.1-7.7) 

38 (2.5) 

(1.7-3.4) 

39 (2.6) 

(1.8-3.5) 

88 (5.9) 

(4.7-7.1) 

49 (3.3) 

(2.3-4.1) 

31 (2.1) 

(1.3-2.9) 

27 (1.8) 

(1.2-2.5) 

10 (0.7) 

(0.3-1.1) 

41 (2.7) 

(1.9-3.6) 

The vaccines are not safe because they 

were rapidly developed and tested. 

3.81 

(3.14) 

 

603 (40.3) 

(38.0-42.7) 

149 (10) 

(8.5-12) 

105 (7.0) 

(5.7-8.4) 

77 (5.1) 

(4.1-6.3) 

131 (8.7) 

(7.4-10.2) 

98 (6.5) 

(5.3-7.7) 

64 (4.3) 

(3.3-5.3) 

72 (4.8) 

(3.8-5.9) 

64 (4.3) 

(3.3-5.3) 

134 (9.0) 

(7.7-10.4) 

The vaccines can damage fertility. 

 

2.54 

(2.44) 

920 (61.5) 

(58.9-63.9) 

124 (8.3) 

(6.9-9.8) 

49 (3.3) 

(2.4-4.2) 

42 (2.8) 

(2.0-3.7) 

162 (10.8) 

(9.2-12.5) 
82 (5.5) 

(4.3-6.7) 

28 (1.9) 

(1.2-2.7) 

21 (1.4) 

(0.8-2.0) 

24 (1.6) 

(1.0-2.3) 

45 (3.0) 

(2.2-3.9) 
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Conspiracy beliefs about healthcare professionals and scientists 

They often deceive or mislead the 

public. 

3.68 

(3.11) 

 

652 (43.6) 

(41.1-46.0) 

142 (9.5) 

(8.1-11) 

89 (5.9) 

(4.7-7.2) 

59 (3.9) 

(2.9-5.0) 

125 (8.4) 

(7.0-9.8) 

107 (7.1) 

(5.8-8.4) 

65 (4.3) 

(3.3-5.5) 

81 (5.4) 

(4.3-6.5) 

57 (3.8) 

(2.8-4.8) 

120 (8.0) 

(6.6-9.5) 

They often cover up their mistakes. 

 

5.06 

(3.24) 
 

347 (23.2) 

(21.0-25.4) 

130 (8.7) 

(7.2-10) 

104 (6.9) 

(5.7-8.4) 

96 (6.4) 

(5.2-7.6) 

137 (9.2) 

(7.7-10.6) 

133 (8.9) 

(7.4-10.4) 

117 (7.8) 

(6.5-9.1) 

118 (7.9) 

(6.6-9.5) 

115 (7.7) 

(6.3-9.1) 

200 (13.4) 

(11.7-15.0) 

They are more concerned with making 

money than taking care of people. 

3.99 

(3.21) 

 

574 (38.3) 

(35.9-41.0) 

134 (9.0) 

(7.5-10) 

121 (8.1) 

(6.7-9.5) 

72 (4.8) 

(3.8-5.9) 

134 (8.9) 

(7.5-10.4) 

100 (6.7) 

(5.5-7.9) 

69 (4.6) 

(3.5-5.7) 

68 (4.5) 

(3.5-5.7) 

67 (4.5) 

(3.5-5.5) 

158 (10.6) 

(9.1-12.2) 

They don’t know what they are doing. 2.65 

(2.58) 

883 (59.0) 

(56.3-61.3) 

141 (9.4) 

(7.9-11) 

84 (5.6) 

(4.5-6.9) 

50 (3.3) 

(2.5-4.3) 

109 (7.3) 

(5.9-8.6) 

67 (4.5) 

(3.5-5.5) 

48 (3.2) 

(2.3-4.2) 

27 (1.8) 

(1.1-2.5) 

26 (1.7) 

(1.1-2.4) 

62 (4.1) 

(3.1-5.2) 


