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Abstract
Drawing on the philosophy of movement and processes, the theory of attention and critical disaster
and risk studies, this paper explores how the ways of dealing with alterity such as volcanic toxicity
involve enacting the emergence of subtle potentials. These subtle potentials are moments of pure
transformation in which alternatives to an inescapable and homogeneous future are realised while
their subtle nature brings them into the periphery of our collective and personal attention.
Influenced by the work of cultural theorist Yves Citton, the paper argues that subtle potentials
are activated through a modality of free-floating attention that allows those confronted with hazards
and risk to reorient their focus through different rhythmic processes that distort the fatality of per-
manent volcanic emissions (PVEs). Building on these conceptual relations, the paper draws on three
interrelated rhythmic tales that help us understand how these subtle potentials emerge and are inter-
twined in the wider fabric of a micropolitics of spatio-temporal displacement, which in turn helps us
recast those seen as vulnerable to PVEs as vibrant political actors of the everyday. The paper con-
cludes by highlighting the relevance of subtle potentials when working with communities affected
by hazards and risk and argues for a more complex understanding of the processes involved in shap-
ing the micropolitics of risk and disaster management.
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Beyond the apocalyptic scenes that retain our attention when volcanos erupt, air pollution in the shape
of ashes and gases has remained relatively understudied by the wider field of critical disaster and risk
studies (CDRS). Unlike rocks and solidified lava, volcanic gases dissipate when volcanic activity
recedes, or, in the case of persistent volcanic emissions (PVEs), which are a cocktail of gases1
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originating from lava lake volcanos, such as Masaya, situated in Nicaragua, gases fluctuate according
to a degassing process that occurs respectively with magmatic activity. Degassing is thus a sort of
extension and contraction process that allows the volcano to impose its own rhythms and presence
on its surroundings. These gases also transform everything that comes into contact with them. They
turn the air into a blueish haze of toxic particles that then changes rainwater into acid rain, triggers
skin irritation and respiratory problems in humans and causes defoliation in vegetation and surface
water pollution (Baxter et al., 1982, 1983). When one looks closer at PVEs, their transformative
agency is not restricted to where the wind direction transports them. Rather, they are an integral
part of a complex web of human–more-than-human relations that connects the magmatic and areal
materialities of the volcano with everything that resides at the surface of the earth, including the sub-
stance of politics (Clark, 2011, 2020). By looking at how communities living with the air pollution of
volcano Masaya, which is located 12 km to the southeast of Managua, the paper documents how
Masaya’s presence through the agency of PVEs becomes entangled in the fabric of a micropolitics
of spatio-temporal displacement. It is micropolitics that involves the manifestation of everyday life
practices that are leading to small changes, impulses and novelties that disrupt both the continuity
and the uniformity associated with the preformatted fatality of living with PVEs. This micropolitics
also causes micro-shifts in the experience and production of space–time by re-orienting our individual
and collective attention (Citton, 2017) on what surrounds and composes us through what I define as
subtle potentials.

These subtle potentials refer to moments of emerging unexpectedness in which alternatives to what
seems to be an inescapable and homogeneous future are realised while their subtle nature, brings them
to the edges of our collective and personal attention. By drawing on the philosophy of movement and
of processes (Bergson, 1907; Whitehead, 1978; Deleuze, 1968), on the theory of attention (Citton,
2017) that I link with the wider CDRS, this paper aims to theorise and to shed light on the emergences
and relevance of subtle potentials. This allows me to argue that subtle potentials are involved in
redefining those primarily seen as ‘vulnerable’ to risk and hazards as vibrant political actors of the
everyday life. This exercise of theorising subtle potentials allows the paper to use human–
more-than-human relations as a situated metaphoric example of transformative hope, a hope that plur-
alises potential transformations within the dictatorial regime that is contemporary Nicaragua (see
Close, 2016).

Before going further, it is important to see potentials as dormant transformations occurring in the
infinite openings of the becoming, a becoming that corresponds to the succession of different states
composing the dis/continuous movement of what counts as reality (Bergson, 1907: 46; Whitehead,
1978: 35). They are never complete, as they are processes that either can or cannot be materialised,
but their emergences are vital to both invention and creativity. They can be seen as fragments of
new beginnings that allow us to realise what could become possible/otherwise, while inviting for
experimentation. They enable new kinds of connections to be felt and made intelligible and actionable.
Therefore, looking at their emergence invites us to change the analytical lenses that social scientists
and humanities scholars of risk and disasters have used to understand the interconnections between
the effectual agencies of disasters and risks such as PVEs and the lives of those impacted by their pres-
ence/emergence. An interest in the formation of subtle potentials also includes a willingness to step
outside the vacuum of an attention politics (competition and negotiation whose aim is to capture
our attention) that has been dominated by what Eve Sedgwick (2003: 139) defined as the ‘paranoiac
project of exposure’ of critical theory. This project has sought to expose the murky processes that are
part of defining the macropowers of oppression that are implicated in the fabric of risk and disasters
politics. Subtle potentials, then, call on social scientists and humanity scholars to redirect both our
individual and our collective attention to what has been left outside the reductive effects of the macro-
politics of destruction. While subtle potentials resonate with Michel de Certeau’s (1986: 36–37) strat-
egies and tactics (and the interplay between them) or with James Scott’s (1985) peasant strategies of
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resistance, they are not the fruit of predetermined intentions and preconditioned knowledge, which
have more to do with the trickeries meant to dislocate dominant powers or social class struggles.
Their emergence implies that one is alert to/aware of the possibilities and eventualities that could trans-
form intentions into change (and difference). They are potentials that occur in the time step of actual-
isation, meaning at the junction of memory and the not-yet, or what Henri Bergson calls the virtual
(Bergson, 2007; see also Grosz, 2004). They are potentials that influence the course of unfolding
events but that do not aim at controlling them entirely. While they may share similarities with what
Brian Massumi (2015) calls onto power in their capacity to generate emergences that seek to organise
the not-yet, subtle potentials do not occur as a pre-emptive and universal biopolitical modality of
macropolitical power. Rather, they offer a capacity to look beyond and through the macropolitical
ecologies of power to see a mosaic of possible micro-connections that are blurred by the hyperattention
given to the processes of obliteration critical social sciences have been interested in revealing.

Following this introduction, the paper explores the methodology that has allowed subtle potentials
to be documented through those living in the vicinity of volcano Masaya. This methodological
engagement allows me to situate how subtle potentials have been theorised and captured as well as
to provide a wider research context regarding the political regime within which the research was con-
ducted. The second section of the paper engages with the critical studies of risk and hazards and high-
lights how they have overlooked the relevance of different attentive regimes (the ways in which we
pay attention to what surrounds us and our relationship with these surroundings) that are involved
in the shaping of risk and disaster politics. In doing so, the paper engages with and resituates the con-
cept of free-floating attention in spatial theory (drawing on Yves Citton’s work (2017 and 2019)),
which helps us to better capture the relationships between attention and rhythms and the capacity
to redirect and re-actualise what counts as the now in the formation of a variety of subtle potentials.
This conceptual discussion enables the paper to move on to the empirical discussion, which plunges us
into the daily lives and practices of those impacted by PVEs through three simultaneous and interre-
lated rhythmic tales: (i) jumping into potentials, (ii) slowing down via experimentation, and (iii) wait-
ing for the jícaro tree and the standstill occurring before a new beginning. By going through these
three interrelated tales, the paper will offer a different reading of those who are considered powerless
in the face of PVEs. This alternative view captures the elusiveness of subtle potentials and their inter-
twined relations with volcano Masaya’s agency. This demonstration allows the paper to conclude by
underlining the multiple and coexistent potentials that are contiguous with volcanic life; those seen as
having no power to ask for a different world and politics emerge as active agents of micropolitical
change.

From smoke to rust: exploring the emergence of subtle potentials in El
Pueblo
Methodologically, this paper draws on constructivist grounded theory (Charmaz, 2014), whereby
research is seen as a process of intuitive discoveries that builds on sets of co-constructed knowledge
that emerged from ethnographic observations and that has led to 15 semi-structured interviews2 con-
ducted with 20 people and 3 focus groups (varying between10 and 13 individuals) conducted in a
Nicaraguan communities impacted by PVEs (see Nobert et al., 2020). The fieldwork was conducted
as part of a wider transdisciplinary project led by a team of global North and global South volcanol-
ogists, anthropologists, human geographers, historians and environmental medics. The social science
research concerned developing a mid-range theory of the processes that allow communities impacted
by PVEs to deal with their effects. As part of grounded theory heuristics, the research involved using a
triangulation of qualitative methods and data that also included note taking, memos, photographs and
small talk, which are ordinary, brief conversations that allow researchers and participants to engage
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with and relate to the topic of PVEs (e.g., discussions ranged from the weather to fluctuations in vol-
canic activity) (Matthews, 2011; Driessen and Jansen, 2013). The research process also involved what
Claude Lévi-Strauss (1962) called bricolage, which corresponds to a process of sense making that
built interpretations from the limited fragments of heterogenous processes that were captured during
fieldwork and then re-actualised by relating them to more data (see Johnson, 2012). This bricolage
process became part of an iterative round of coding achieved by using an abduction process analysis
(Charmaz, 2014; Timmermans and Tavory, 2012), which allowed for the emergence of surprises and
creativity in the data analysis and for the theorisation of subtle potentials to come together.

While the research occurred in a (post)colonial setting, grounded theory conceptualises the
researcher as situated within the data, which recognises positionality within the research process.
Thus, this paper is written from a global North perspective, but a perspective that draws on a relational
understanding of the research processes while recognising that the fabric of the research project draws
on so-called Western epistemologies and the wider experiences that have shaped my life trajectory and
affected my analysis. This means that my own perspective and analysis are both constituent of the data
and of the experimentation processes that have led to the theorisation of subtle potentials. This wider
ontological mediation transcends the political fixity that has sometimes served to define the flat geom-
etries of power (see Allen, 2016) used to study and conceptualise the so-called powerless (e.g., Scott,
1985). From a grounded theory perspective, the open and unfixed meaning of data and theorisation
enables the research process to engage with what Jean-Luc Nancy (2013) defines as l’être avec, the
being-with, which implies the necessity for singularity to relate to community. From an ontological
perspective, this transversal look at the being-with also means that from a reflexivity standpoint,
the researcher is implicated with the participants in the processes of thinking and shaping existence
rather than being reliant on two different and distant forms of definite existences.

One of the communities the project was immersed in consists of a small village of around 200 peo-
ple. It is mainly composed of families who were allowed to take ownership of the lands they had been
farming for generations as a result of the Sandinista (Frente Sandinista de Leberación Nacional, or
FSLN) revolution in 1979 (see Martí í Puig, 2010). Following the defeat of the FSLN at the 1990 elec-
tions, there was a series of political reforms that sought to liberalise the economy and to consolidate the
foundations of a participatory democracy. With the fragmentation of the liberal parties throughout the
1990s, a new kind of polarised politics emerged and set the perfect foundations for the re-election of
the FSLN in 2006. From that point on, the country has seen a shift from a competitive electoral system
to a hybrid authoritarian regime that allowed elections but without the capacity to ensure that democ-
racy was exercised (see Martí i Puig and Serra, 2020, citing Schedler, 2004). This centralisation of
power is known as ‘Danielismo’ (Martí í Puig, 2010: 89; Bay-Meyer, 2013), which refers to a person-
alist regime focused on Daniel Ortega and his informal circle that has become the essence of the FSLN.
Danielismo has been associated with what Salavador Matí i Puig and Macià Serra (2020: 126) call a
caudillo regime (in reference to General Francisco Franco) in which the caudillo ‘contro[ls] the admin-
istration of state and its laws, [leads] the arm forces, controls the electoral machinery, [takes] care of
the electoral clientele, and manag[es] and arbitrat[es] business’.

This caudillo regime has become radicalised since the ‘re-election’ of the Ortega-Murillo presi-
dency at the 2016 and 2021 elections. This became clear with the creation of political instruments
such as the citizen power councils (CPCs), which promised Nicaraguans that they would ‘make demo-
cratic citizenship a national reality’ as long as this reality ‘support[s] the plans and policies of the
President’ (Bay-Meyer, 2013: 403–404). This authoritarianism can also be seen by the
Ortega-Murillo family’s ownership of various radio stations, television channels and private enter-
prises (see Close, 2016), by the violent campaigns of repression against the 2018 student-led anti-
government demonstrations (OHCHR, 2019, Miranda, 2021), by the control of academic and cultural
institutions, and, according to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, by the persistent
violation of human rights and civil liberties of those who criticise the government, including the
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imprisonment of political opponents (OHCHR, 2024). Under this caudillo regime, the FSLN has
become an unstoppable force of political and social transformation, and its inertia has been rather
hard to avoid while doing fieldwork. The villagers are thus situated at the junction of two simultaneous
and intertwining processes of attrition: one which occurs through Masaya’s PVEs, and the other
through the pulverisation of social liberties and democracy.

In this particularly tense environment, the anonymity of the participants became paramount.
Therefore, the village where most of the fieldwork, observations and interviews took place is going
to be called, unimaginatively, El Pueblo. It is located on one of the slopes of volcano Masaya, approxi-
mately 22 km southeast of Managua. The villagers mainly work in the agricultural sector, such as on
pineapple plantations, but also in various other sectors and jobs that are often related to what is defined
as the ‘informal’market (such as street vendors), which make up a large part of Nicaragua’s economy.
The village has a dispensary as well as a state-run school and some churches that were established by
various American religious charities running evangelistic projects in the village and throughout the
country. As we can see in Figure 1, the village is in what volcanologists define as the main wind cor-
ridor that disperses volcano Masaya’s PVEs from the main crater directly into their houses (see
Withheld from review).

In El Pueblo, the impact of sulphuric acid (SO2) can be seen everywhere, from the corrosion of
buildings’ infrastructures and rusty bicycles and school furniture to the upper respiratory tracts of
many of the villagers (Longo et al., 2008, 2010). Part of the fieldwork conducted in El Pueblo required
getting in touch with the community leaders who acted as gatekeepers so that villagers could be met
and being introduced to the project in a trustful manner. I wanted to see whether we could have infor-
mal discussions about the volcano and how the villagers live with PVEs, organise potential interviews,
and obtain consent to perform participant observations. While this is part of doing qualitative field-
work, most of these interactions were conducted under the scrutinising eye of governmental officials,
whose presence was described by Nicaraguan scientists as ‘assistance’ in case the transdisciplinary
team needed further help. These officials were generally more interested in the work conducted by
the team of volcanologists and environmental medics, mainly because air quality sensors installed
by the volcanologists were providing a real-time assessment of PVE concentrations, while the social
processes linked to dealing with PVEs were not as concrete and took much longer to gather and ana-
lyse. However, the officials’ presence was felt in the ways in which some people were often ‘sug-
gested’ to be met and the fact that many villagers disagreed to talk about their struggles with

Figure 1. Primary school building with Masaya’s plume in the background. Photo taken by the author.
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PVEs. Meeting the individuals suggested by governmental officials was not necessarily a problem,
though, because they also asked questions about the research process, and meeting them provided a
way to uncover the political hierarchy within the community. While the FSLN’s presence was not
always physical, it was relatively pervasive in the discursive fabric shaping interactions, ranging
from billboards showing the presidential couple to the radio stations playing in the background in vil-
lagers’ houses or in the buses transporting villagers to the capital city of Managua. This political ubi-
quity was also mediated through transitional moments in which villagers allowed themselves to
engage simultaneously with PVEs, allowing subtle potentials to emerge and creativity to displace
the overwhelming presence of PVEs and the FSLN.

Subtle potentials and stepping outside the attention economy of critical
disaster and risk studies
In the last forty years, the social sciences and humanities have witnessed the fast-growing development
of the sub-field of CDRS. Predominantly Foucauldian, it is a stream of critical social sciences and
humanities research that has sought to unveil the totalising forms of rationality, ideals and values
that have defined the politics of hypermodern risk and disaster management. Perhaps inadvertently,
the particular interest in documenting the macro-ecologies of power involved in shaping and being
shaped by and through risk and disaster politics has solidified an epistemic attention economy (see
Citton, 2015), or a competition for gaining the individual and collective attention of post-Marxists
scholars, that concerns grand disciplinary narratives and tacit techniques of oppression that have
defined the objects paid attention to in CDRS (see Ewald, 1991; Beck, 1992; Bankoff, 2001;
Esposito, 2011; Neyrat, 2008; Adey and Anderson, 2012; Anderson, 2012; Grove, 2014a; Grove,
2014b; Massumi, 2009, 2015; Grove and Adey, 2015; Grove, 2018; McGowran and Donavan,
2021). Yet the polymorphic nature of power implies that every macropolitics is co-constituted by
sets of micropolitics (Deleuze and Guattari, 1980). The latter emerge from a wide variety of everyday
life practices that require social scientists and humanities scholars, to assess what we are being atten-
tive to whilst we are documenting the politics of risk and disasters. And it also asks us to asses some-
thing that is more central to this paper: what kind of processes and attentive agencies have been
overlooked by CDRS scholars when engaging with those defined as vulnerable, poor or weak?
These other forms of attentive agencies have been left at the fringes of critical enquiries into the pol-
itics of risk and disasters, yet they are pivotal in the formation of subtle potentials.

For Yves Citton (2015: 7, 2017, 2019), attentional agencies entail different modalities (collective–
public; joint–showing care for each other; individual–self; and computational–the capacity to recog-
nise one’s own fabric within a hybrid system) that allow a person to mediate their own attention within
the milieu, or within the environment/surroundings. These modalities require us to understand atten-
tion as a relational interaction with what surrounds and constitute us. Attention offers a repositioning
of, and an attunement with, the being-with what composes the milieu, and that includes other humans
and more-than-humans (see Canguilhem, 1992). Thus, these modalities provide visibility, or presence,
of what counts in our existence whilst we shift continuously between them according to the multiple
stimuli, interactions and movements that assemble and reassemble the milieu. Thus, attention is intrin-
sically linked to space–time in terms of its relational agency and connectivity, which are fundamental
if movement is to be produced and noticed and potentials are to be materialised. Although attention has
generally been a topic of inquiry in the realms of psychology, psychiatry, media studies and the social
studies of medicine through attention deficit and hyperactivity disorder, for example (e.g., Lakoff,
2000; Filipe, 2016), its spatio-temporal fabric and geographies have been rather neglected and they
deserve, funnily enough, a bit more attention from us. This is where spatial theory and human geog-
raphy have something to add to the topic of attentional agency (e.g., Massey, 2005), particularly
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regarding the relationship between attention and subtle potentials in the reconfiguration of the spatio-
temporalities shaping the micropolitics of hazards, risk and disasters.

This spatio-temporal lacuna invites us to relate attention to the implicated processes of spatio-
temporal formation, which are the intricate variations in time flow that occur in the shape of durations
and rhythms (see Nobert and Pelling 2017; Nobert et al. 2020). They are the processes involved in
producing what phenomenologist Henri Maldiney (2012) defines as implicated time, a temporal con-
ceptualisation that connects lexically and theoretically with the idea of implicated order developed by
the late physicist David Bohm (1980). Unlike explicated time, which refers to a time that is divided
into the categories of temporalities such as past, present, future, periods, era, etc., implicated time
is a time of experience that cannot be contained by explicated categories, a sort of melted time that
folds, stretches and twists from incidence, decadence, acceleration or deceleration and that fills our
lives but often goes unnoticed. It is similar to Michel Serres’s (Serres with Latour, 1994: 90) ‘perco-
lating’ time, but here it is important to see this implicated time as percolating through explicated time
categories/segments. It is made up of multiple rhythms that are waiting to be created and experienced.
As explained by Serres (Serres with Latour, 1994), this implicated time is fundamentally topological in
the sense that it is much closer to a crumpled handkerchief than to an ironed one; it transforms the flat
geometry and topography of explicated time categories into undulated and imperfect sections.

While thinking topologically (in a post-mathematical sense) is often associated with the work of
Gilles Deleuze (1988) (i.e., Amin, 2002; Massey, 2005; Marston et al., 2005; Belcher et al., 2008;
Martin and Secor, 2014; Grove, 2018), its origin lies more in Henri Bergson’s idea of virtual multi-
plicities (2007: 65), which can be defined figuratively as the ocean of potentialities that surround us
and that are waiting to be seen and dived into. For Bergson (2007), connecting to those virtual multi-
plicities could lead to substantive changes in our perception of matter and how we situate ourselves
and relate to our world. Thus, topology challenges what we see and integrate into the geometry of
power and social and more-than-social relations, which has significant impacts not only on how we
conceptualise and perform spatiality but also on what we are attentive to. It is the modalities of atten-
tion that allow us to produce and seize subtle potentials (see Grove, 2018). There is thus an important
relationship between subtle potentials, modalities of attention and rhythms.

To clarify, conceptually, rhythms are the implicated processes of speed variations in the ways in
which time (understood here as pure change and difference; see Deleuze, 1968) is felt and produced.
For example, through the rhythms of acceleration and emergency, political apparatus used in the realm
of disaster risk reduction (DRR) such as resilience has sought to turn our collective and individual
attention towards continuity and circularity whilst celebrating the normative meanings that define
the ontological stability of risk management regimes (see Nobert et al., 2017). Vulnerability is differ-
ent because it operates in the stalling rhythm of precarity and jerky becoming that interrupts continuity
and the impression of security (see Berlant, 2011, for example). One of the main qualities of vulner-
ability is that it focuses our collective and individual attentions on what does not work, portraying
those who are vulnerable to hazards as fixed, or as being in desynchrony with the rhythms of a liberal
valued life and high-speed modernity. Concepts such as Robert Nixon’s (2011) slow violence and
slow emergencies (Anderson et al., 2020, Grove et al., 2022) have attempted to pluralise and complex-
ify vulnerability by engaging with the decelerating processes of ‘attritional lethality’, which are pro-
cesses of erosion that occur ‘gradually and out of sight’ (Nixon, 2011: x). These attempts have helped
us identify regimes of structural inattention that have shaped inequalities, but they have also kept our
collective attention on the effects of unwanted explicated futures (Berlant, 2011).

Unlike vulnerability and slow violence, subtle potentials are liberating. They become a response to
the overlooked hope that needs to be captured and transformed into possible realisations. This is where
the concept of free-floating attention creeps into the arena of vulnerability and slow violence, as it
allows for subtle potentials to emerge (Citton, 2019). Building on Freudian psychoanalysis, on the
work of Roland Barthes (1997) and on the phenomenology of Nathalie Depraz (2014), Citton
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(2019: 28) refers to free-floating attention as a mode of attentive agency which aims at ‘listening in a
somewhat distracted fashion’ and that ‘essentially consists in the suspension of traditional constraints
of reasoning so as to allow oneself to be carried by effects of resonance’ (Citton, 2017: 116). To exem-
plify free-floating attention, Citton (2017: 117–118) draws on André Carpentier’s (2009) description
of the flâneur (a man who hangs around observing things without predetermined destination in motion
and thoughts), who, through a free-floating vigilance, is ‘available to the surrounding world, generally
without the resources of a specialized analysis, as he puts himself in the presence of things and allows
sensation to open up’. This free-floating attention allows us to neutralise the speed at which our atten-
tion is mobilised and wishes to reorient our individual focus on new objects that ‘were previously
looked [at] merely as background’ (Citton, 2019: 27). While the theorisation of free-floating attention
fits with Citton’s (2017) wider theory of ecology of attention, I want to push it a bit further by engaging
with the variety of rhythmic productions that are central to implicated time and to the unseen and mun-
dane fabric of the political. A political that defines the everyday life of those seen as vulnerable. Thus,
free-floating attention is seen here as an omnipresent agency that helps us capture and produce the
topological fabric of implicated time processes, bringing us into what Gilbert Simondon (1989) and
later Gilles Deleuze (1968) termed emancipatory distraction (see Citton 2017: 120). Free-floating
attention opens up the capacity to engage with Bergson’s virtual multiplicities and to step away
from a predefined rhythmic order in ways that are ‘freeing us from our voluntary blinkers’ and helping
us to reassess events or problems in a different way (see Citton, 2017: 117). This is where the shifting
capacities brought upon us by rhythms and free-floating attention become involved in the formation of
a micropolitics of spatio-temporal displacement that redefines the predetermined futures of vulnerabil-
ity. We are going to see in the next section, via the free-floating attentive agency emerging from El
Pueblo residents, as well as through my own free-floating attentive mode enacted though data analysis,
how subtle potentials open up capacities to change the toxic alterity of PVEs into possibilities. By
focusing on three rhythmic tales, the following section will explore how subtle potentials take shape
and are becoming forces of emancipatory difference.

Jumping in, slowing down and standstill: unfolding the rhythmic
micropolitics of living with permanent volcanic emissions

Rhythmic tale 1: jumping into the meeting: shedding light on a plurality of emergencies
It was through my first meeting with the community of El Pueblo that I noticed the emergence of subtle
potentials. The meeting looked like any of the other meetings previously organised by the team of vol-
canologists, environmental medics and the national civil protection agency that intended to explain the
aim of the transdisciplinary project. Villagers were present and beyond introducing them to the scien-
tific core of the project, the meeting sought to find out whether some community members would be
interested in talking about their experience of living with PVEs. This meant engaging with them
through interviews and field visits, showing us how PVEs have affected their daily lives. Among
the new crowd of people merging for the El Pueblo event were governmental officials representing
diverse institutions in charge of environmental disasters and water resources management. These
meetings were also excellent sites for observing how the dynamics between those taking part in the
discussions were predetermined as a one-way process, whereby presentations would take place and
then those who were listening would ask questions. Then, everyone would go back home peacefully.
The initial meeting was held in the village primary school, a building situated in the middle of the vil-
lage that showed the signs of PVEs’ effects, from the rusty iron of the filing cabinets to the bending
structure of the ceiling that was meant to hold the tiles together (see Figure 2).
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Following the presentations, the villagers were invited to ask the researchers questions and to com-
ment on the presentations.3 Some of the older villagers talked about the effects of Masaya on air qual-
ity and the apparent change in the behaviour of the volcano’s degassing rhythm over time (Pering
et al., 2019; GVP, 2021), while several women said that they were worried about their children’s
health and the effects PVEs were having on the school building. Others complained about the acid
rain that results from the rainwater passing though the plume of PVEs, which is very bad during
the rainy season (October). After all of these comments, one man stood up, introducing himself as
Alfonso.4 He thanked the researchers for being there that day, and by using the topic of acid rain raised
by previous participants, he introduced the elephant in the room: ‘we have to deal with the volcano, but
for myself and many people here, a big problem for our community is accessing drinking water’ (field
notes). What was meant to be an informative session for government authorities became something
unexpected that sought to change the predetermined interactive process imagined by the organisers
(particularly by the governmental officials) and the condition of vulnerability that has defined the vil-
lagers as victims of Masaya’s PVEs. While PVEs are a very pervasive pollutant affecting the villagers
in multiple ways, their destructive agency has also resulted in allowing those who are given little
importance by the caudillo regime to voice their worries when the emergences of concerns and criti-
cisms have been prevented (Close, 2016).

By stepping into the meeting and diverting the topic towards the lack of drinking water, Alfonso
took us into the realm of free-floating attention (Citton, 2019: 31), which allowed him to propel him-
self and ‘jump into’ the moment and reorient attendees’ collective attention to concerns that were in the
background of air pollution. By redirecting the attention of the room to a new object, Alfonso caused a
reconfiguration of the micropolitics of the event, abruptly changing the course of the meeting, chan-
ging its substance and allowing the inequalities silenced by governmental agencies to surface. By
jumping into the meeting and bringing up the topic of access to water, Alfonso and the other villagers
were allowing themselves to neutralise the unfolding events defining the now while challenging gov-
ernmental representatives in front of a cohort of international experts. This intervention was not extra-
ordinary in itself, but its deployment enabled the readjustment of what me and my colleagues as well as
the political officials were being attentive to. In this case, the emancipatory distraction introduced by

Figure 2. Information meeting held in the primary school classroom at El Pueblo, which had no glass in its
windows. The photograph has been edited to maintain the anonymity of the participants, but the scientists and
government officials were located at the front of the class, to the right in the photograph. Note the deformed
ceiling resulting from the SO2 corrosion of the iron structure designed to keep the ceiling tiles together. The
photo was taken by the author with the permission of the participants.
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Alfonso meant that the experts and political officials were brought to ‘discover forms, properties and
potentialities that were not [made] previously available’ in their understanding of those living with
PVEs within a caudillo regime (Citton, 2017: 119).

In the politically tense environment that was and still is Ortega-Murillo’s Nicaragua, every political
gain is risky. Thus, the formation of subtle potentials emerges from free-floating attention, which in
turn pluralises the meanings of what the now entails or could be. In a figurative manner, this kind
of subtle potential allows us to see Alfonso’s intervention as a rock at the bottom of a river whose
tip lightly touches the surface of the flowing water. This subtle touch creates new waves at the surface
of the flow, multiplying the current’s trajectories and unleashing new polyrhythmic fields that are vis-
ible in the water flow (Lefebvre and Régulier, 2019). In other words, Alfonso’s intervention subtly
joined the inner rhythms of the degassing processes producing PVEs and the political response to
them. In the process, his subtle emergence allowed other urgencies to be made visible whilst the inter-
twinement of rhythmic experiences and attentive modalities was pluralised in the definition of what
consists of the now. By jumping into the topic and propelling an element of distraction in the meeting,
Alfonso and his fellow villagers took me and my colleagues as well as the government officials to the
very heart of the social life of PVEs, in the micropolitics of spatio-temporal displacement, allowing
them to change the direction and the production of what was coming in their lives.

Michel de Certeau (1986) talks about how social actors appropriate normative conventions for
themselves in an unauthorised manner, which he defines as ‘poaching’. In this case, El Pueblo’s com-
munity ‘poached’ the meeting by allowing other objects, meanings and politics to become subjects of
attention. This gymnastic element of attentive modalities required rhythms to interfere and to change
the content and direction of what researchers and villagers needed to be attentive to while engaging
with PVEs. If acceleration as a rhythm (e.g., propelling oneself in a situation) is introduced to bring
the topic of access to water to the centre of a meeting’s attention, it is not separated from other rhyth-
mic processes that are also implicated in free-floating attention. The next rhythmic tale will show how
soft potentials and the possibilities they bring to light are also produced by experimenting with and
negotiating the effects of Masaya’s areal and magmatic life.

Rhythmic tale 2: slowing down and trying out: the unpredictability of experimentation
Through the fieldwork done in El Pueblo, relations between Masaya’s inner rhythms and the life of the
villagers living in the trajectory of the plume of PVEs (see Figure 1) exposed how the slow rhythms of
experimentation and invention are also important if free-floating attention and subtle potentials are to
emerge. When I talked to villagers about what they do when a degassing event takes place and amp-
lifies the presence of Masaya’s toxic agency in their lives, some of them said that they ‘stay inside
[their] houses until it passes’ (Focus group 1, my translation) or ‘move back to the house if it is too
intense’ (Interviewee 1, my translation). Others talked about what seem to be elaborate techniques
that they have developed, such as ‘protecting water with plastic sheets’ (Interviewee 6, my translation)
(see also Nobert et al., 2020). Although these techniques translate the violence of a political economy
that has abandoned them in many ways, their emergence was not always planned, nor was their effect-
iveness guaranteed. Yet both creativity and experimentation are undetermined processes that require
being attentive to the juxtaposition of events and objects that crystallise in the formation of subtle
potentials. One day a plastic sheet would suffice to protect an open-air water supply against acid
rain contamination, while on another day, a plastic barrel found along the road would become a
new container in which to protect some water (see Nobert et al., 2020). Another example of this
form of subtle potentials that emerge out of experimentation with free-floating attention in the face
of PVEs comes from the replacement of nails with ropes. One interviewee mentioned that since all
her ‘nails had corroded and were broken, I use wires and ropes to tie pieces of the roof tiles on wooden
roof beams together’ (Interviewee 7, my translation). This idea came up when a substitute for corrosive
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material was needed; rather than replicate the solution of nails, plastic-protected wires and ropes usu-
ally used for other purposes were tried, and they worked.

In those experiments, what was produced was not necessarily stable futures that can be discerned
and expected, but rather the fruit of spatio-temporal conjunctions that make spontaneous discoveries
central to the free-floating attentive mode of enquiry. Although many of these actions were born out of
ideas targeted at reducing the pollution caused by PVEs, their emergence was linked to the rhythms of
experimentation, which distorts time flow and transports us into the slowness of the unknown. Unlike
finality, certainty and predictability, experimenting is constrained by the sluggish pace of discovery; it
is open to transformation and new beginnings and requires us to be attentive to surprises. It also
requires us to be attentive to what resides in the unexpected. Experimenting is the process through
which subtle potentials consistently occur, layering the structure of what is coming but not giving
us complete access to the end result or to the promise of longevity. It is a constant rhythm of actual-
isation that is related to the free-floating attentive mode in which the now is an uncompleted process.

Another example of experimenting was carried out by a villager I am going to name Don Miguel.
An elder in the community, he had lived on the same slope of Masaya for several decades and his lands
and his farming lifestyle had been badly impacted by the increase in the activity of degassing events
and PVEs since the 1970s. While we were walking through his crops, Don Miguel indicated how he
had learned to live with Masaya by continually transforming how he had cultivated different species of
plants and introduced new kinds of crops, such as the dragon fruit, known as pitaya in Spanish (see
Figure 3). The first question put to him and also answered by one of the village leader who was intro-
ducing me and my colleague to Don Miguel’s plot was whether the conditions were optimal for the
fruit to grow in the upper part of his land. The answer was ‘not really’, but for Don Miguel, as for
many other farmers in the area who had adopted this new crop, the idea of trying to plant pitayas
in a hostile environment was not only the result of desperation but also a decision motivated by ‘curi-
osity’, to ‘see if it can grow here’ (field notes). Trying to do something and seeing what happens
implies accepting the uncertainty of success and the possibility of failure, which is often the attitude
to farming activities. Trying things in the shadow of PVEs also illustrates the necessity of continually

Figure 3. Don Miguel showing part of his experimentation with dragon fruit plants in the village of El Pueblo.
The idea behind the photograph was to show what villagers were doing to deal with the effect of PVEs on crops.
Photo taken by the author.
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reassessing what is coming and not accepting continuity as a given but as a process that is undeter-
mined and negotiated. As mentioned by Don Miguel, ‘I would like it if I could produce enough to
live well from this as I did with beans before, but if not, at least I know it doesn’t work and maybe
I’ll try something else. The Japanese brought this here, perhaps something else will come’ (field
notes). By experimenting with trying to grow dragon fruit on their land, Don Miguel and his fellow
villagers were tuning the actualisation of the now to fit with Masaya’s rhythms while paying attention
to the slow pace of plant growth, which was, ultimately, allowing villagers to step back and reorient
their lives in the hope of being successful with alternative rhythmic crops.

Experimenting with pitaya is thus more than an unique agricultural shift; it is also an important
micropolitical performance exercised by the villagers that results from the need to embrace the
rhythms of the volcano and to use them to reorient what is coming. Examining how pitaya cactuses
grow and experimenting with and caring for their fruits is not a sign of being completely dominated by
Masaya’s rhythmic order and its related detrimental effects. Rather, it is a way of being attentive to and
relating to the slowness of the cactus growth in a hostile environment. It is what Harmut Rosa (2018)
defines as being in resonance with the milieu. This capacity to relate to slowness and to actualise the
now with inventions helps villagers and farmers to imagine new beginnings for their communities. The
slowness of experimenting with pitaya plants distorts the dramatic effects of PVEs on the landscape. It
contracts time flow while extending the potentials contained in the rhythms of growth and the promises
of a new harvest. Generally, farmers experiment with the polyrhythms of the many vegetable and ani-
mal lives that exist on their farms. Once the farmers of El Pueblo had immersed themselves in experi-
mentation and were adopting a free-floating attentive mode in relation to what surrounded them, the
threat of PVEs also unveiled the hope through subtle potentials. The next rhythmic tale will show how
subtle potentials also emerge from a standstill and waiting, a rhythmic production that overlaps with
slowing down and experimenting but that seeks to step aside from the time continuum.

Rhythmic tale 3: the standstill of a new beginning: waiting for the jícaro tree
Pitaya growing was one kind of experiment encountered in the field. While documenting the effects of
PVEs on the village of El Pueblo and trying to find a place where the volcanologists could install air
quality monitors, I was introduced to Doña Fernanda by a local community leader. Her house faced a
large garden in which she cultivated a variety of plants and trees at the level of subsistence farming.
Among the multiple plants in various pots and on the ground, one tree was a bit more striking because
of its large, round, bright green fruits, which contrasted with the surrounding vegetation. Both the tree
and the fruits are known locally as jícaro (see Figure 4); the tree’s common English name is the cala-
bash tree. Endemic to Central America, jícaro is known as being cultivated so that it can be used for
various purposes: its shell, when dried, is used to make musical instruments, pots and utensils; its
leaves and flesh can provide extra cattle fodder; and its seeds are consumed in food and drinks and
are used for their various medicinal properties, including treating lung infections (see Morton,
1968; Bass, 2004).

In an area where the plume of PVEs was identified as having a significant effect and where cattle
were absent, the presence of the jícaro tree in a well-maintained vegetable plot indicated that its fruits
were fit for human consumption. When Doña Fernanda was asked why the tree was there, she said that
she ‘kept it for the seeds, we consume the seeds, it is protecting our family’s health’ (field notes), men-
tioning later that she was ‘making sure to care for the tree’ as it was important to her family. The poly-
rhythms of Fernanda’s garden allowed us to see that despite Masaya’s effect on the land, it was
incapable of eradicating all forms of life and there was a capacity for free-floating attention to
make the presence of plant life noticed and cared for. Doña Fernanda and her neighbours were
involved in the growing cycles of a variety of plants and trees that all have particular rhythms and
whose presence and associated flowers and fruits such as those of the jícaro were defying the rapid
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and destructive effects of PVEs. If living in the middle of the plume of PVEs can be seen as an act of
desperation by people who have little choice but to live in such conditions, waiting for, and being
attentive to, various plants and trees to grow provides a more complex and nuanced understanding
of those living with the effects of PVEs.

While waiting has often been discussed as a strategy used to reinforce and maintain aspirations in a
context of limited opportunity (Appadurai, 2002; Jeffrey, 2010; Berlant, 2011), in El Pueblo, waiting
allows a person to step aside. It is animated by a free-floating modality of attention and puts the focus
on the hope and possibilities of transformation that emerge from experiencing a now that is continu-
ously stretching. Unlike experimenting, which corresponds to a series of micro-forwarding and dis-
continuing extensions that open our attention to the process of creativity, waiting corresponds to a
standstill position that allows someone to step outside of continuity and embrace discontinuity in
what constitutes the milieu and its own relationship to it. It is a position in space–time that permits
certain potentials to flourish. It is also a rhythm that is grounded in the intuition that something else
is about to happen, but it is not yet there. Indeed, the violence associated with the political economy
of PVEs remains, and while many challenges are still impacting the lives of El Pueblo’s villagers at the
time of writing (e.g., housing, food security, education, etc.), waiting for the jícaro tree to grow means
waiting for the medicinal properties of the fruits (seeds) to actualise the possibilities contained in the
now by resisting the toxic futures dictated by volcano Masaya. Waiting also means seeing hope in the
potentials for transformation (Jeffrey, 2010). Doña Fernanda and her family had been attentive to the
slow rhythms of the jícaro tree alongside the ceaseless moving life of farming: they had waited for it to
grow and cared for it, and hence had transformed the adverse conditions of the volcanic environment
into conditions that they could stay in and that the tree could grow in.

Experimenting with the pitaya cactus or waiting to see whether a jícaro tree could survive in this
toxic environment was not necessarily something that was always planned and determined. Rather, it
was the result of trial and error, of a free-floating attention being paid to the milieu, of enthusiastically
waiting to see what would happen, and of wanting to learn about and understand tree- and fruit-
growing processes. Waiting for the jícaro tree to grow is about immersing oneself in the capacity
to stretch time flow whilst embracing the slow rhythms of growth. The small differences brought about
by waiting for trees and plants to grow and negotiating the fatality of Masaya’s toxicity provides a
capacity to see how the micropolitics of alterity are activated through and with subtle rhythmic
changes and paying attention to what they entail and are made of.

Figure 4. A jícaro tree (Crescentia sp.) and fruit growing in Doña María’s garden in El Pueblo. Photo taken by
the author.
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Conclusions
In the harsh reality of living with volcanic gas emissions, such as in El Pueblo, what consists of the
future is as friable as a piece of metal corroded by PVEs; it offers little prospect of stability and con-
tinuity. Yet the paper has exposed that while El Pueblo’s residents are confronted with the simultan-
eous and suffocating processes created by the Ortega-Murillo political regime and the PVEs of
volcano Masaya, they are not denuded of inventive and political agencies, which in turn allow
them to defy the predetermination of living with intertwining forms of toxicity. By developing and
theorising subtle potentials, the paper has shown how a micropolitics of spatio-temporal displacement
operates in the daily lives of those often seen as the victims of uncontrollable dynamics of destruction.
As subtle as they are, subtle potentials are also implicated in the emergence of emancipatory forces that
challenge the fatality and fixity of living with PVEs that invite CDRS scholars to become attentive to
their rhythmic fabric. Following my immersion in the data and in the experiences of El Pueblo, I have
situated the emergence of subtle potentials at the junction where free-floating attention and rhythmic
production become entwined and implicated in the emergence of discoveries, novelties and events that
are in turn capable of opening up the now into a variety of incomplete possibilities. In so doing, the
paper contributes to the anthropology and geographies of attention and provides an additional look at
the wider politics of time making implicated in dealing with risks and hazards (Nobert and Pelling,
2017). What looked like anodyne practices such as rushing to intervene in a meeting, slowing
down through experimentation, and waiting for plants to grow turned out to involve a capacity for
being attentive to differential rhythms and potentialities that otherwise would have been relegated
to triviality or simply being ignored.

While these subtle potentials might be short-lived, their emergence should be taken seriously when
attempting to understand those who are often defined as vulnerable by the wider CDRS as well as
development studies more generally. Already in the 1980s, Michel de Certeau (1986) and John
Scott (1985) warned us about the danger of oversimplifying the interpretation of everyday life. The
emergence of subtle potentials certainly corroborates their findings but is also alerting us to the dangers
of overemphasising the macro-ecologies of power when determining oppression. Subtle potentials
also help us refraining from universalising the ways in which our collective and individual attentive
agencies are captured and controlled. As the paper shows with the experiences of El Pueblo, the mer-
ging of free-floating attention and the production of different rhythms could be used to open up the
meaning and agencies of what consists of the now. This process is in turn enabling us to notice the
variety of potentials that can create differences in the ways in which we value and engage with the
world we inhabit.

The inner rhythms of the Masaya volcano as well as the various changes that take place in the shape
and the materiality of its lava also demonstrate that in addition to being highly toxic and destructive,
PVEs have been central to new innovations, ideas and creations. Those novelties and creations are in
no way a replacement for the violent effects of the gases on the communities, but they allow us to real-
ise that the volcano’s degassing rhythms become part of the polyrhythmic field animating the lives of
the El Pueblo’s villagers. In this web of rhythmic entanglements, one finds a willingness for the
authoritarian regime of Ortega-Murillo to synchronise individual action and attention on the edifica-
tion of a singular political future through the rhythmic forces of repression. Yet, as the paper shows,
the capacity for free-floating attention to connect with diverse rhythms in the formation of subtle
potentials allows those involved in the micropolitics of spatio-temporal displacement to deactivate
the processes meant to be capturing both collective and individual attention. This micropolitics
enabled by the emergence of subtle potentials reorganises and pluralises what the now/actual consists
of and could become. Perhaps more importantly, by opening up the capacity to compress, stretch and
distort the now/actual through banal practices and subtle potentials, those who are often depicted as
victims can be seen as vibrant political actors who are already engaging in dis/continuous change.
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These subtle potentials help us to be attentive to the shifting natures of those who are being oppressed
as they become emancipatory forces.

Acknowledgements
The author would like to thank all those who have participated in this project and without whom the paper would
not have been written. He would also like to thank Xochilt Hernández Leiva for her vital assistance and presence
during fieldwork as well as Harold Bellanger Rodríguez for further help during the initial phase of data analysis. A
special thank goes to his colleagues from the UNRESP team who have been crucial for my understanding of
PVEs, to the anonynous reviewers challenging my ideas and to Angela M. Filipe for her comments on the first
draft.

ORCID iD
Sébastien Nobert https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9282-8184

Funding
The author disclosed receipt of the following financial support for the research, authorship, and/or publication of
this article: This work was supported by the Global Challenges Research Fund (grant number NE/P015271/1).

Declaration of conflicting interests
The author declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the research, authorship, and/or publication of
this article.

Notes
1. PVEs can be rich in acids (e.g., sulphur dioxide (SO2)), fine particulate matter and heavy metals (e.g., lead,

arsenic), hence presenting an air pollution hazard that is either direct or indirect during and after degassing
events (Baxter et al. 1982; Delmelle et al. 2002).

2. Under the populist and authoritarian Frente Sandinista de Leberación Nacional (FSLN), led by Daniel Ortega
and his wife, Rosario Murillo, political informants are active in most communities, which led many partici-
pants to prefer not to be interviewed. This environment also means that when villagers accepted to be inter-
viewed, some of these interviews were not recorded. The fear of being identified as criticising the
government seemed to have been a key to these decisions.

3. It is important to mention that the setup of those presentations was demanded by the village leaders and were
not an imposed decision made by the team of global North researchers.

4. To guarantee the anonymity of the participants, the names of all of those who appear in the paper have been
changed.
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	 &/title;&p;Beyond the apocalyptic scenes that retain our attention when volcanos erupt, air pollution in the shape of ashes and gases has remained relatively understudied by the wider field of critical disaster and risk studies (CDRS). Unlike rocks and solidified lava, volcanic gases dissipate when volcanic activity recedes, or, in the case of persistent volcanic emissions (PVEs), which are a cocktail of gases1 originating from lava lake volcanos, such as Masaya, situated in Nicaragua, gases fluctuate according to a degassing process that occurs respectively with magmatic activity. Degassing is thus a sort of extension and contraction process that allows the volcano to impose its own rhythms and presence on its surroundings. These gases also transform everything that comes into contact with them. They turn the air into a blueish haze of toxic particles that then changes rainwater into acid rain, triggers skin irritation and respiratory problems in humans and causes defoliation in vegetation and surface water pollution (Baxter et al., 1982, 1983). When one looks closer at PVEs, their transformative agency is not restricted to where the wind direction transports them. Rather, they are an integral part of a complex web of human–more-than-human relations that connects the magmatic and areal materialities of the volcano with everything that resides at the surface of the earth, including the substance of politics (Clark, 2011, 2020). By looking at how communities living with the air pollution of volcano Masaya, which is located 12 km to the southeast of Managua, the paper documents how Masaya's presence through the agency of PVEs becomes entangled in the fabric of a micropolitics of spatio-temporal displacement. It is micropolitics that involves the manifestation of everyday life practices that are leading to small changes, impulses and novelties that disrupt both the continuity and the uniformity associated with the preformatted fatality of living with PVEs. This micropolitics also causes micro-shifts in the experience and production of space–time by re-orienting our individual and collective attention (Citton, 2017) on what surrounds and composes us through what I define as subtle potentials.&/p;&p;These subtle potentials refer to moments of emerging unexpectedness in which alternatives to what seems to be an inescapable and homogeneous future are realised while their subtle nature, brings them to the edges of our collective and personal attention. By drawing on the philosophy of movement and of processes (Bergson, 1907; Whitehead, 1978; Deleuze, 1968), on the theory of attention (Citton, 2017) that I link with the wider CDRS, this paper aims to theorise and to shed light on the emergences and relevance of subtle potentials. This allows me to argue that subtle potentials are involved in redefining those primarily seen as ‘vulnerable’ to risk and hazards as vibrant political actors of the everyday life. This exercise of theorising subtle potentials allows the paper to use human–more-than-human relations as a situated metaphoric example of transformative hope, a hope that pluralises potential transformations within the dictatorial regime that is contemporary Nicaragua (see Close, 2016).&/p;&p;Before going further, it is important to see potentials as dormant transformations occurring in the infinite openings of the becoming, a becoming that corresponds to the succession of different states composing the dis/continuous movement of what counts as reality (Bergson, 1907: 46; Whitehead, 1978: 35). They are never complete, as they are processes that either can or cannot be materialised, but their emergences are vital to both invention and creativity. They can be seen as fragments of new beginnings that allow us to realise what could become possible/otherwise, while inviting for experimentation. They enable new kinds of connections to be felt and made intelligible and actionable. Therefore, looking at their emergence invites us to change the analytical lenses that social scientists and humanities scholars of risk and disasters have used to understand the interconnections between the effectual agencies of disasters and risks such as PVEs and the lives of those impacted by their presence/emergence. An interest in the formation of subtle potentials also includes a willingness to step outside the vacuum of an attention politics (competition and negotiation whose aim is to capture our attention) that has been dominated by what Eve Sedgwick (2003: 139) defined as the ‘paranoiac project of exposure’ of critical theory. This project has sought to expose the murky processes that are part of defining the macropowers of oppression that are implicated in the fabric of risk and disasters politics. Subtle potentials, then, call on social scientists and humanity scholars to redirect both our individual and our collective attention to what has been left outside the reductive effects of the macropolitics of destruction. While subtle potentials resonate with Michel de Certeau's (1986: 36–37) strategies and tactics (and the interplay between them) or with James Scott's (1985) peasant strategies of resistance, they are not the fruit of predetermined intentions and preconditioned knowledge, which have more to do with the trickeries meant to dislocate dominant powers or social class struggles. Their emergence implies that one is alert to/aware of the possibilities and eventualities that could transform intentions into change (and difference). They are potentials that occur in the time step of actualisation, meaning at the junction of memory and the not-yet, or what Henri Bergson calls the virtual (Bergson, 2007; see also Grosz, 2004). They are potentials that influence the course of unfolding events but that do not aim at controlling them entirely. While they may share similarities with what Brian Massumi (2015) calls onto power in their capacity to generate emergences that seek to organise the not-yet, subtle potentials do not occur as a pre-emptive and universal biopolitical modality of macropolitical power. Rather, they offer a capacity to look beyond and through the macropolitical ecologies of power to see a mosaic of possible micro-connections that are blurred by the hyperattention given to the processes of obliteration critical social sciences have been interested in revealing.&/p;&p;Following this introduction, the paper explores the methodology that has allowed subtle potentials to be documented through those living in the vicinity of volcano Masaya. This methodological engagement allows me to situate how subtle potentials have been theorised and captured as well as to provide a wider research context regarding the political regime within which the research was conducted. The second section of the paper engages with the critical studies of risk and hazards and highlights how they have overlooked the relevance of different attentive regimes (the ways in which we pay attention to what surrounds us and our relationship with these surroundings) that are involved in the shaping of risk and disaster politics. In doing so, the paper engages with and resituates the concept of free-floating attention in spatial theory (drawing on Yves Citton's work (2017 and 2019)), which helps us to better capture the relationships between attention and rhythms and the capacity to redirect and re-actualise what counts as the now in the formation of a variety of subtle potentials. This conceptual discussion enables the paper to move on to the empirical discussion, which plunges us into the daily lives and practices of those impacted by PVEs through three simultaneous and interrelated rhythmic tales: (i) jumping into potentials, (ii) slowing down via experimentation, and (iii) waiting for the jícaro tree and the standstill occurring before a new beginning. By going through these three interrelated tales, the paper will offer a different reading of those who are considered powerless in the face of PVEs. This alternative view captures the elusiveness of subtle potentials and their intertwined relations with volcano Masaya's agency. This demonstration allows the paper to conclude by underlining the multiple and coexistent potentials that are contiguous with volcanic life; those seen as having no power to ask for a different world and politics emerge as active agents of micropolitical change.&/p;&/sec;
&sec id=
	 From smoke to rust: exploring the emergence of subtle potentials in El Pueblo
	 Subtle potentials and stepping outside the attention economy of critical disaster and risk studies
	 Jumping in, slowing down and standstill: unfolding the rhythmic micropolitics of living with permanent volcanic emissions
	 Rhythmic tale 1: jumping into the meeting: shedding light on a plurality of emergencies
	 Rhythmic tale 2: slowing down and trying out: the unpredictability of experimentation
	 Rhythmic tale 3: the standstill of a new beginning: waiting for the jícaro tree

	 Conclusions
	 Acknowledgements
	 Notes
	 References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile ()
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 5
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2003
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    33.84000
    33.84000
    33.84000
    33.84000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    9.00000
    9.00000
    9.00000
    9.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames false
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo true
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks true
      /IncludeHyperlinks true
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


