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Abstract A search for a pseudoscalar a produced in asso-
ciation with a top-quark pair, or in association with a single
top quark plus a W boson, with the pseudoscalar decaying
into b-quarks (@ — bb), is performed using the full Run 2
data sample using a dileptonic decay mode signature. The
search covers pseudoscalar boson masses between 12 and
100 GeV and involves both the kinematic regime where the
decay products of the pseudoscalar are reconstructed as two
standard b-tagged small-radius jets, or merged into a large-
radius jet due to its Lorentz boost. No significant excess rela-
tive to expectations is observed. Assuming a branching ratio
BR(a — bb) = 100%, the range of pseudoscalar masses
between 50 and 80 GeV is excluded at 95% confidence level
for a coupling of the pseudoscalar to the top quark of 0.5,
while a coupling of 1.0 is excluded at 95% confidence level
for the masses considered, with the coupling defined as the
strength modifier of the Standard Model Yukawa coupling.
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1 Introduction

Since the discovery of the Higgs boson [1,2], there is an
ongoing effort at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC) [3] to
measure its properties and search for new physics. The Higgs
boson was discovered by observing few decay modes [1,2]
consistent with the Standard Model (SM) predictions. Part
of the interest is about the nature of the discovered particle
and whether it is the single boson predicted by the SM or,
alternatively, part of an extended Higgs sector as suggested by
models such as the two-Higgs-doublet model (2HDM) [4, 5],
which can be embedded into supersymmetric models [6-11].
It predicts a total of five bosons: a light (#) and a heavy (H)
CP-even Higgs boson, with the light one corresponding to
the observed Higgs boson; two charged Higgs bosons (H ™
and H ™); and a CP-odd particle (a), also referred to as pseu-
doscalar. The additional scalar/pseudoscalar states of these
models may also provide a portal into dark matter, serving as
a mediator between the SM and dark matter sector [12,13].
A pseudoscalar a is also be predicted in axion models [14].
This analysis performs a search for a light pseudoscalar
with a mass smaller than the SM Higgs boson, produced in
association either with a top-quark pair or a single top quark
and a W boson, where the pseudoscalar decays into a bottom-
antibottom quark pair, as proposed in [15]. It is based on a
simplified model with the following Yukawa lagrangian:

L= —@at_(iys)t -

V2

8bYb

7 ab(iy>)b,
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where y;/ V2=m j/v is the SM Yukawa coupling of parti-
cle j to the pseudoscalar a and g; is the coupling modifier,
with j =t or b. Figure 1 shows two example Feynman dia-
grams for this process. This decay channel is favoured by
many models for the range of explored pseudoscalar masses,
mg < mp, although the branching ratios of the pseudoscalar
depend on the specific model parameters. This is the first
search for this process, exploring the couplings of the pseu-
doscalar to bottom quarks. Previously, the ATLAS and CMS
Collaborations performed similar searches of rza associated
production exploiting leptonic decays of the pseudoscalar.
The CMS Collaboration studied the decay of a pseudoscalar
to the three families of leptons [16], while the ATLAS Col-
laboration studied the pseudoscalar coupling to muons [17].
None of these searches found significant excesses, but these
decay channels are typically disfavoured compared with the
bb decays when assuming a Yukawa coupling.

The search is performed in the dileptonic decay channel,
with both top and antitop quarks (or both W bosons) decay-
ing leptonically. Despite the reduced branching ratio of this
decay channel, the reduced jet multiplicity of the final state
and the precisely measured kinematics of the two leptons
allow for a more efficient identification of the b-jets originat-
ing from the top and antitop quark decays than its semilep-
tonic (with only one W boson from either the top or antitop
quarks decaying leptonically) or fully hadronic (with the two
W bosons decaying hadronically) counterparts.

For masses of the pseudoscalar below ~30 GeV, the bb
pair has a large Lorentz-boost and is thus reconstructed as a
single large-radius jet. On the other hand, for higher masses,
the jets are well separated at detector level. The analysis is
designed to exploit both kinematic regimes to have good sig-
nal sensitivity, making use of multiple signal regions, recon-
structed objects, and machine learning techniques.

2 ATLAS detector

The ATLAS detector [18] at the LHC covers nearly the entire
solid angle around the collision point." It consists of an
inner tracking detector surrounded by a thin superconducting
solenoid, electromagnetic and hadronic calorimeters, and a
muon spectrometer incorporating three large superconduct-
ing air-core toroidal magnetic systems.

I ATLAS uses a right-handed coordinate system with its origin at the
nominal interaction point (IP) in the centre of the detector and the z-axis
along the beam pipe. The x-axis points from the IP to the centre of the
LHC ring, and the y-axis points upwards. Polar coordinates (r, ¢) are
used in the transverse plane, ¢ being the azimuthal angle around the
z-axis. The pseudorapidity is defined in terms of the polar angle 6 as

n = —Intan(6/2) and is equal to the rapidity y = }In (gfﬁ;) in

the relativistic limit. Angular distance is measured in units of AR =

V(AY)? + (A¢)2.
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The inner-detector system (ID) is immersed in a 2 T axial
magnetic field and provides charged-particle tracking in the
range of |n| < 2.5. The high-granularity silicon pixel detec-
tor covers the vertex region and typically provides four
measurements per track, the first hit generally being in the
insertable B-layer installed before Run 2 [19,20]. It is fol-
lowed by the SemiConductor Tracker, which usually pro-
vides eight measurements per track. These silicon detectors
are complemented by the transition radiation tracker (TRT),
which enables radially extended track reconstruction up to
n| = 2.0. The TRT also provides electron identification
information based on the fraction of hits (typically 30 in
total) above a higher energy-deposit threshold correspond-
ing to transition radiation.

The calorimeter system covers the pseudorapidity range
In] < 4.9. Within the region |n| < 3.2, electromag-
netic calorimetry is provided by barrel and endcap high-
granularity lead/liquid-argon (LAr) calorimeters, with an
additional thin LAr presampler covering |n| < 1.8 to cor-
rect for energy loss in material upstream of the calorimeters.
Hadronic calorimetry is provided by the steel/scintillator-
tile calorimeter, segmented into three barrel structures within
In| < 1.7, and two copper/LAr hadronic endcap calorime-
ters. The solid angle coverage is completed with forward cop-
per/LAr and tungsten/LAr calorimeter modules optimised for
electromagnetic and hadronic energy measurements respec-
tively.

The muon spectrometer comprises separate trigger and
high-precision tracking chambers measuring the deflection
of muons in a magnetic field generated by the superconduct-
ing air-core toroidal magnets. The field integral of the toroids
ranges between 2.0 and 6.0 Tm across most of the detector.
Three layers of precision chambers, each consisting of layers
of monitored drift tubes, cover the region || < 2.7, com-
plemented by cathode-strip chambers in the forward region,
where the background is highest. The muon trigger system
covers the range |n| < 2.4 with resistive-plate chambers in
the barrel, and thin-gap chambers in the endcap regions.

The luminosity is measured mainly by the LUCID-2 [21]
detector that records Cherenkov light produced in the quartz
windows of photomultipliers located close to the beampipe.

Events are selected by the first-level trigger system imple-
mented in custom hardware, followed by selections made
by algorithms implemented in software in the high-level
trigger [22]. The first-level trigger accepts events from the
40 MHz bunch crossings at a rate below 100 kHz, which the
high-level trigger further reduces to record complete events
to disk at about 1 kHz.

A software suite [23] is used in data simulation, in the
reconstruction and analysis of real and simulated data, in
detector operations, and in the trigger and data acquisition
systems of the experiment.
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(a)
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Fig. 1 Feynman diagrams for (a) ¢7- and (b) t W-associated production of a pseudoscalar particle a that decays into a pair of b-quarks

3 Data and simulated event samples

This search is based on proton—proton (pp) collision data at a
centre-of-mass energy of 13 TeV collected with the ATLAS
detector at the LHC from 2015 to 2018, referred to as the
Run 2 data sample in the following. After applying the data
quality requirements that ensure that all subdetectors were
operational, the integrated luminosity of the data sample is
140.1 £ 1.2 fb~! [24].

The signal consists in the production of a light pseu-
doscalar a in association with a top-quark pair, tfa, or in
association with a single top quark and a W boson, t Wa. The
main background in this search is ¢ production in association
with jets, followed by smaller contributions from single top
quark, 1 H, 1V, V+jets, diboson and other rare processes
involving the production of a top quark. The analysis only
considers the decay of the pseudoscalar to a bb pair. Decays
of the pseudoscalar to other final states like a 77 pair or a
cc pair are not considered, as these are suppressed both by
the Yukawa coupling for the masses considered (roughly a
factor 5 and 20, respectively) and by the large b-jet multi-
plicity required in the analysis signal regions.

All signal and background samples are simulated using
various Monte Carlo (MC) matrix-element (ME) generators
interfaced with different algorithms for the parton shower,
hadronisation, and underlying event. The effect from mul-
tiple pp interactions originating from the same or neigh-
bouring bunch crossings, usually referred to as pile-up, is
simulated by overlaying the simulated hard-scattering event
with inelastic pp collisions simulated using PYTHIA 8.1 [25]
and the A3 set of tuned parameters (tune) [26]. A reweight-
ing is applied to the simulated samples such that they match
the pile-up conditions in data. For the detector simulation two
different approaches are used. The full ATLAS detector simu-
lation (FS) is based on GEANT 4 [27], while the “fast” detector
simulation (AF2) uses a parameterisation of the calorimeter
response [28]. Most background samples are produced with

FS while signal samples are produced with AF2. Both MC
and data are processed using the same reconstruction and
analysis software.

The tta signal samples are simulated with
MADGRAPH5_AMC@NLO2.3.3 [29] generator at next-to-
leading order (NLO) in the strong coupling constant o.
A simplified model based on the decoupling limit of the
2HDM+a type II is used. Additionally, the subdominant
tWa signal samples are simulated with the same generator
at leading-order (LO). For notational simplicity, in the fol-
lowing rza refers to the production of the pseudoscalar a in
association with either a top-quark pair or a single top quark
and a W boson. Samples are simulated for the following val-
ues of the pseudoscalar mass m,: 12, 16, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50,
60, 80 and 100 GeV. Additional rza signal samples for 20
and 60 GeV are also simulated with FS to check that no sig-
nificant differences between the two detector simulations are
observed.

The production of top-quark pairs with additional jets rep-
resents the main background source, especially the produc-
tion of ¢7 plus heavy flavour (¢z +HF): 17 + b-jets and ¢7 + c-
jets. For the modelling of 77 + b-jets events, four flavour-
scheme samples (4FS), with massive b-quarks, are simu-
lated using the POWHEGBOX-Res framework at NLO [30]
and the NNPDF3.1nnlo parton distribution function (PDF)
set is used. For the modelling of ¢7 + c-jets and t7+light-
jets events, five flavour-scheme (5FS) samples with mass-
less b-quarks are simulated using POWHEGBOX-v2 [31-34],
also at NLO. To avoid double-counting of events, neither the
tf + b-jets events from the SFS samples nor the ¢7 + c-jets
nor the 77+light-jets events from the 4FS samples are used.
The simulated ¢ events are categorised based on the number
of additional jets matched to b- or c-hadrons with transverse
momentum pr larger than 5 GeV within AR < 0.3 of the
jet axis.

To model the production of single-top-quark events, which
mostly contribute through the t W-channel, and the produc-

@ Springer
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tion of tf H, the same POWHEGBOX-v2 [31-34] settings, as
used in the r7+light/c-jets production, are used. The pro-
duction of t7Z and t#W events is modelled using the MAD-
GRAPH5_AMC@NLO2.3.3 [29] generator at NLO. For all
samples listed above, the NNPDF 3.0nlo [35] PDF sets are
used and a top-quark mass of mp = 172.5GeV is set. The
events are interfaced with PYTHIA8.230 [36] using the A14
tune [37] and the NNPDF 2.3]o set of PDFs [38] for the par-
ton shower and hadronisation modelling.

The production of  Zg and t W Z events is performed using
MADGRAPHS5_aMC@NLO v2.3.3, at LO and NLO in QCD
respectively, in the 4FS with the CTEQ6L1 PDF set [39] and
using PYTHIA 8.212 for the parton shower.

Finally, the production of V-+jets and diboson samples
(VV)is simulated with different versions of the SHERPA [40]
generator and the simulated events are matched with the
SHERPA parton shower [41] using the MEPS @ NLO prescrip-
tion [42-45] with the set of tuned parameters developed by
the SHERPA authors. All samples and their basic generation
parameters are summarised in Table 1.

For all samples, except those generated with SHERPA, the
decays of b- and c-hadrons are simulated using the EVT-
GEN programme [46].

4 Object definition

In this section, the reconstruction and definition of the physics
objects are described, together with the additional corrections
applied to each.

4.1 Physics objects

Electron candidates are reconstructed from energy deposits
(clusters) in the electromagnetic calorimeter associated with
reconstructed tracks in the inner detector. Candidates are
selected with pt > 10 GeV and |n| < 2.47, excluding the
calorimeter transition region 1.37 < |n| < 1.52. Electrons
satisfy the Ti ghtLH [58] likelihood-based identification cri-
terion and are required to match the PromptLeptonTagger
working point PLVLoose [59]. They are further required to
have |zp sin@| < 0.5 mm and a dy significance |UE]30)| <5,
where the transverse impact parameter (dy) is calculated rel-
ative to the beamline, and the longitudinal impact parameter
(zo) as the longitudinal distance between the primary vertex
and the point where dj is measured.

Muon candidates are reconstructed from track segments
in the various layers of the muon spectrometer and matched
with tracks from the inner detector. The final muon candi-
dates are refitted using the complete track information from
both detector systems and must have ptr > 10 GeV and
[n] < 2.5. Muons are required to satisfy the Medium quality
requirements and match the PromptLeptonTagger working

@ Springer

point PLVLoose [60]. Further requirements are | g(dgo) | <3,
and |zg sinfd| < 0.5 mm.

Small- R jet candidates are reconstructed by clustering par-
ticle flow objects [61] using the anti-k; algorithm [62,63]
with a radius parameter of R = 0.4 and a four-momentum
recombination scheme. The energy of the jet is corrected
to the particle level by the application of a jet energy scale
calibration derived from /s = 13 TeV data and simula-
tion [64]. Baseline jets are required to have pt > 20 GeV and
[n| < 2.5. For pile-up rejection, jets with pt € [20, 60] GeV
and |n| < 2.4 are required to have a jet vertex tagger
weight [65] larger than 0.5.

The b-tagging is the identification of jets that originate
from the decay of b-hadrons using dedicated algorithms. A
deep neural-network, called DL1r [66-69] is used. Small-R
jets with a DL 1r score above a certain threshold are defined as
b-tagged jets. The pseudo-continuous (PC) b-tagging work-
ing pointis used: each jetis classified with an integer from one
to five depending on how many calibrated b-tagging work-
ing points (WP) the jet fulfils. The four calibrated DL1r WPs
are 85%, 77%, 70% and 60%, each corresponding to the
approximate average b-tagging efficiency in an inclusive 77
MC sample. Jets not satisfying any WP are assigned a value
of one, and this value is increased by one for every WP that
they fulfil. The sum of the PC b-tagging over all jets in an
event is defined as sumPCBTag. Jets satisfying the 70% WP
are referred to as b-jets, while jets satisfying the 85% WP,
but not the 70% WP, are classified as loose-b-jets.

Large-R jet candidates are formed by reclustering the
small-R jets and tracks with a larger radius parameter of
R = 0.8 using the anti-k; algorithm [62,63]. The larger
radius for track association allows more tracks from the
targeted double b-hadron decays to be associated with the
reclustered jet. The tracks in and around the small-R jet
associated with the reclustered jet through ghost associa-
tion [70,71] are selected with a loose track selection [72].
In this procedure, the pt of the tracks is set to infinitesimal
values, such that the “ghost” tracks can then be reclustered
with the constituents of the reclustered jets with the appropri-
ate radius parameter. Since the pr of the tracks is infinitesi-
mally small, they do not influence the reconstruction of the
jet, allowing the use of additional tracks that leak outside the
small-R jets.

To resolve the substructure within a large-R jet originat-
ing from a boosted X — bb decay, which the small-R jet
reconstruction fails to completely capture, additional infor-
mation is extracted from the large-R jet by reconstructing
track-subjets inside the large-R jet. The track-subjets are
derived using the tracks that are ghost associated to each
large-R jet as inputs to the exclusive-k7 method [73]. The
selected tracks for a given jet are clustered using the k7
algorithm with a radius parameter of R = 0.8. The clus-
tering stops when there are exactly two track clusters left.
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Table 1 Nominal simulated signal and background event samples. The matrix element generator, PDF set, parton-shower (PS) generator and
calculation accuracy of the cross section in QCD and EW used for normalisation are shown. MADGRAPH is abbreviated to MG

Process Matrix element generator PDF set PS generator Normalisation
tta,a — bb MG_aMC@NLO v2.3.3 NNPDF3.0 NLO PYTHIA 8.230 -
tWa,a — bb
tf + jets POWHEGBOX-v2 NNPDF3.0 NLO PyYTHIA 8.230 (NLO+NNLL)qcp [47-53]
tt + bb POWHEGBOX-Res NNPDF3 .1 NNLO PYTHIA 8.244 -
Single-top POWHEGBOX-v2 NNPDF3.0 NLO PYTHIA 8.230 (NLO+NNLL)qcp [54,55]
ttH POWHEGBOX-v2 NNPDF3 .0 NLO PYTHIA 8.230 NLOqcp+EW [56]
trZ MG5_aMC@NLO v2.3.3 NNPDF3.0 NLO PYTHIA 8.210 NLOqcp+EwW [56]
trw MG5_aMC@NLO v2.3.3 NNPDF3.0 NLO PYTHIA 8.210 NLOqcp+EwW [56]
tZq,tWZ MG5_aMC@NLO v2.3.3 CTEQ6L1 PYTHIA 8.212 -
NNPDF3.0 NLO

Z]W + jets SHERPA 2.2.11 NNPDF3 .1 NNLO SHERPA NNLOqcp [57]
Diboson SHERPA 2.2.1 NNPDF3.1 NNLO SHERPA -

SHERPA 2.2.2

These clusters are used as the track-subjets associated with
a given jet. For signal events, each track-subjet should origi-
nate from the decay of one b-hadron ideally. The associated
large-R jet is required to satisfy || < 2.0 to account for
their extended radius and the acceptance of the ID. Further-
more, each track-subjet is required to satisfy pt > 5GeV
where the track-subjet pr is estimated from the sum of its
constituent tracks’ four-momenta. The four-momentum of
the large-R jet is defined as the sum of the four-momenta of
its track-subjets.

In addition, secondary vertices (SV) inside the large- R jets
are reconstructed to help the identification of b-hadrons. For
this purpose, an algorithm that combines the track-cluster-
based low- pt vertex tagger (TC-LVT) [74] and the multiple-
secondary-vertex finder algorithms (MSVF) [75] is used. The
TC-LVT algorithm was developed for soft b-hadron tagging
and optimised to reconstruct low-pt b-hadron decays. The
clustering algorithm from TC-LVT is used to identify dis-
placed tracks not originating from the primary vertex. The
MSVF algorithm is used to identify multiple SVs in the track
cluster. The algorithm builds all two-track proto-vertices con-
sistent with displaced tracks that are not compatible with a
hadronic material interaction, a photon conversion, or the
decay of long-lived light-flavoured hadrons. All displaced
tracks reconstructed in the ID are used to build proto-vertices.
Proto-vertices define track-to-track relations, since a single
track can be associated with more than one proto-vertex. Each
set of tracks that are mutually connected to each other forms a
secondary vertex. After secondary vertices are formed, tracks
not compatible with the vertex are removed, and the ambi-
guity caused by distant vertices sharing common tracks is
resolved. Nearby vertices are also merged by the MSVF
algorithm. Finally, reconstructed SVs are required to be A R-

matched to a large- R jet. Further details and studies about the
large-R jets can be found in Ref. [76].

In contrast to b-tagging, the B-tagging is the identification
of pairs of b-jets that are too close to be resolved and identi-
fied individually. For this purpose the DeXTer tagger is used.
It is a double b-tagger based on a deep sets neural network
(NN) architecture designed to do flavour tagging of merged
reconstructed jets [77] and uses information of the SVs and
jet kinematics. This is done in two transverse momentum
ranges: a low pr range between 20 and 200 GeV and a high
pr one, above 200 GeV. Two working points are defined:
the 0-40% tagging interval is referred to as Tight WP, and
the Loose WP is defined by the inclusive 40-60% tagging
interval. A sample of Z+jets and 7 events is used to mea-
sure the DeXTer efficiency in data, and to derive B-tagging
and b-mistagging rate correction factors for the simulated
events. Large-R jets satisfying the Tight WP are referred
to as B-jets.

The missing transverse momentum ET measures the
event momentum imbalance in the transverse plane of the
detector. It is defined as the magnitude of the negative vector
sum of pr for all selected and calibrated physics objects in
the event, with an extra term added to account for soft energy
that is not associated with any of the selected objects. This
soft term is calculated from inner detector tracks matched
to the primary vertex to make it more resilient to pile-up
contamination [78]. The E‘TniSS computation is based on the
momenta of the objects defined previously, and after applying
the overlap removal procedure defined in the next section.

@ Springer
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4.2 Corrections to physics objects

The overlap removal is the procedure followed to prevent
double-counting of objects. First, electrons that share a track
with a muon are removed. To prevent double-counting of
electron energy deposits as jets, the closest small- R jet within
AR < 0.2 of aselected electron is removed. If the nearest jet
surviving that selection is within A R =0.4 of the electron, the
electron is discarded. To reduce the background from muons
from heavy-flavour decays inside jets, muon candidates are
required to be separated by AR > 0.4 from the nearest small-
R jet,removing the muon if the jet has at least three associated
tracks, and removing the jet otherwise. This avoids an ineffi-
ciency for high-energy muons undergoing significant energy
loss in the calorimeter.

To avoid double-counting of jets, the jet overlap removal
is done as follows. First, every small-R jet is tested to see if
it is eligible to be DeXTer-tagged. This requires the small-
R jet to have pt > 20 GeV and be isolated, meaning it is
the only constituent of its reclustered jet [79] with the anti-
k; algorithm and radius parameter R = 0.8. These jets are
then tested by the DeXTer tagger: if a small-R jet passes
the Loose working point selection, it is defined as a B-
tagged large-R jet and removed from the small-R jet list.
Otherwise, it is kept as a small-R jet. Thus, this first step
gives two jet lists: the DeXTer-tagged large-R jets and the
small-R jets, which are either not eligible for DeXTer tagging
or fail the tagger. Finally, the jet overlap removal procedure
with leptons is repeated for large- R jets using AR = 0.8.

The p-in-jet pr correction is the procedure of adding the
muons reconstructed inside of a b-jet to the four-momentum
of the respective b-jet. Around 20% of all b-hadron decays
produce a low-momentum or soft muon inside of the result-
ing jet, but those soft muons are removed in the overlap
removal as described above. This correction recovers the
original energy of those b-jets and reduces biases from the
invariant masses calculated with them. The soft muons used
are required to have pt > 4 GeV and || < 2.5, and fulfil
the Medium soft muon quality requirement.

In the case of the DeXTer-tagged jet, the pu-in-jet prt
correction is carried out as follows. First, the soft muons
are matched to track-subjets within an angular distance of
AR < 0.3. At most the two highest pt soft muons are
taken into account for each track-subjet, and any muon is
only matched once to the closest subjet. At last, the matched
muons are added to the four-momentum of the track-subjet.

5 Event selection
Only events recorded with a single-electron [80] or single-

muon trigger [81] under stable beam conditions and for which
all detector subsystems were operational are considered [82].

@ Springer

Single-lepton triggers with pr thresholds varying from 20 to
140 GeV, depending on the year, lepton flavour, isolation
requirement and luminosity, are combined in a logical OR to
increase the overall efficiency. The triggers with the lower pr
thresholds include isolation requirements on the lepton can-
didate, resulting in inefficiencies at high pr that are recovered
by the triggers with higher pt thresholds.

5.1 Preselection

Events are required to have exactly two leptons (electrons,
muons, or both) with opposite charge, satisfying the criteria
defined in Sect. 4. Since single-lepton triggers are used, at
least one of the two reconstructed leptons is required to have
a pr > 27 GeV and match a lepton with the same flavour
reconstructed by the trigger algorithm within AR of 0.15.
The chosen pr threshold ensures a fully efficient trigger for
the whole Run 2 period. In the ee and pup channels, the
dilepton invariant mass must be above 15 GeV and outside
the Z boson mass window 83-99 GeV. Further suppression
of the background is achieved by requiring at least three jets
(either large- R or small-R) with at least one of which being
b-tagged using the DL1r 85% WP. The fraction of signal
events in the preselection region is negligible for all masses.

5.2 Signal and control regions

After preselection, the data sample is dominated by back-
ground from ¢7 events. To take advantage of the high jet
and b-object multiplicities of the t7a signal process, events
are classified into non-overlapping regions based on the total
number of B-jets and b-jets. Some of the regions also require
the presence of at least one loose (and not tight) b-jet (small-
R jets tagged with the DL1r 85% WP but failing to meet the
70% WP). The name of every signal region (SR) or control
region (CR) includes the number of B-jets followed by “B”
and of b-jets followed by “b”. The names of those regions
requiring at least an extra loose b-jet indicate it in their name
with “+1bL”. Due to the high b-jet multiplicity of the sig-
nal, only regions with at least three b-objects are considered
as signal regions (B-jets count as two b-objects). To max-
imise the signal sensitivity, signal events are classified into
two boosted regions (SR 1B1b+1bL and SR 1B2b) and two
resolved regions (SR 0B3b and SR 0B4b). The loose b-tagged
jetin one of the signal regions is required to suppress t7+light
events. The complementarity between boosted and resolved
regions is illustrated in Fig. 2, which shows the invariant mass
of the B-jet in SR 1B2b and the invariant mass of the pair
of b-jets with the largest p7 in SR 0B4b for different values
of the pseudoscalar mass. Regions containing one B-jet are
particularly relevant in the boosted regime (m, < 30 GeV).
Regions with no B-jets and a high b-jet multiplicity are more
powerful in the resolved regime (m, > 30 GeV).
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Fig. 2 Invariant mass of the (a) B-jet in SR 1B2b and of the (b) pair of b-jets with the largest pt in SR 0B4b for various values of m,. The
distributions are normalised according to the predicted m,-dependent theoretical cross sections with a Yukawa coupling of the a-boson to the top

quark of 0.5

Table 2 Overview of the jet multiplicities considered per region in the fit

Region Large-R jets Small-R jets B-jets b-jets Loose b-jets
SR 0B4b >0 >4 =0 -

SR 0B3b >0 >3 =0 = -

SR 1B2b > 1 >2 =1 >2 -

SR 1B1b+1bL > 1 >2 =1 = > 1

CR 0B2b+1bL >0 >3 =0 =2 > 1

In addition to the four signal regions described above, a
control region is included in the fit to improve the t7+>1c
normalisation (Sect. 8). The control region (CR 0B2b+1bL),
orthogonal to all four signal regions, is composed of events
with no B-jets and exactly two b-jets, as well as at least one
additional loose (and non-tight) b-jet. Similarly to the SR, the
loose b-tagged jet is required to suppress ¢7+light events that
would otherwise dominate the control region. Finally, events
entering the CR are required to have a sum of the pseudo-
continuous b-tagging scores between 12 and 15. The number
of b-jets in the 0B3b, 1B1b+1bL and 0B2b+1bL regions is
exclusive, while it is inclusive in the 0B4b and 1B2b regions.
Table 2 summarises the selections for each region, which are
applied in addition to the previously mentioned preselection
requirements.

6 Background estimate
Data-driven corrections are derived for the ¢ Monte Carlo

simulation, the main background process in this search.
These corrections are derived to improve the description

of the rates of ¢f plus heavy flavour jets and the transverse
momenta of lepton and jets observed in data, using a method
similar to the one developed for other ATLAS searches [83—
85]. The corrections are derived in very inclusive control
regions where the contamination of signal is predicted to be
below 1% for all considered pseudoscalar mass hypotheses.
The region of choice satisfies the preselection requirements
described in Sect. 5.1, with an extra requirement of at least
two b-jets and no B-jets. Additionally, to suppress the Z+jets
contribution, only the different lepton flavour (eu) region is
considered.

The first correction targets the production rate of heavy-
flavour jets: c-jets and b-jets. It was observed in previous
ATLAS and CMS analyses [86-88] that the rate of t7+HF
events is underestimated in MC simulation. Due to the high
b-object multiplicity of the t7a signal, these HF events rep-
resent a large fraction of the t7+jets background in the sig-
nal regions, and therefore the MC simulation must be cor-
rected. To have a more accurate flavour composition, an event
reweighting procedure is applied based on the sumPCBTag
distribution. Figure 3a shows how the ¢7+light production is
dominant at low values of sumPCBTag, while the ¢t7+HF
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Fig. 3 Comparison of the data versus MC distribution of the sum of the pseudo-continuous b-tagging score of all the jets per event (a) before and
(b) after applying the normalisation factors extracted from the heavy-flavour correction fit

Table3 Normalisation factors for the three 17+jets HF categories result-
ing from the likelihood fit performed using the sumPCBTag distribu-
tion

HF category Norm. factor
tt+ light, t W 0.91 £ 0.03
ti+ >1c 1.58 £ 0.14
ti+ >1b 1.13 £ 0.07

production populates the tail of the distribution. The cor-
rection procedure consists in deriving three normalisation
factors: one for each component, using a likelihood fit to
the sumPCBTag MC distributions compared with data. In
this fit, DL1r b-tagging systematic uncertainties (detailed in
Sect. 9) are included. Figure 3b shows the improved agree-
ment after the fit. The normalisation factors and their corre-
sponding uncertainties are shown in Table 3.

This procedure also corrects the distribution of the number
of jets (inclusive of all jet types) per event, Njets, Which was
also observed to be mismodelled in the simulation. Figure 4
shows the corresponding distribution, before and after apply-
ing the normalisation factors from Table 3. In the following,
in all Figures and Tables, the category “Other” includes the
following minor background processes: Z+jets, ttW,tq,tZ,
tWZ,WW,ZZ, WZ and W+jets.

The second correction targets the transverse momenta
of the jets and leptons originating from the decay of top
quark/antiquark, a quantity that was also observed to be mis-
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modelled by current ¢7 5FS MC generators. The disagreement
between data and MC persists even after applying the t7+HF
correction. To improve the agreement between data and MC
for these variables, a kinematic reweighting factor for the
ti+ > lc, ri+light, and t W components is derived from the
data/MC ratio, after subtracting other background compo-
nents from the data. These mismodellings are assumed to be
independent of the flavour of the extra radiation, and applied
equally to ¢7+light, t7+>1c, and tW.

The event hardness or Ht, which is defined as the scalar
sum of the pr of all the jets and leptons in the event, is largely
correlated with the total number of jets in the event, as every
additional jet in the event shifts Ht to larger values. Per-
forming the kinematic reweighting directly with Hr would
therefore spoil the data/MC agreement achieved after the HF
correction to the number of jets distribution shown in Fig. 4.
To reduce the Njes dependency, a new variable, H{ed (n), is
defined:

H*(n) = Hr — (n — 3)AHr(n),

where 7 is the number of jets (small- R and large- R jets, with
a minimum of three jets) and A Hy(n) is the average offset
in Ht caused by the addition of each extra jet to the event.
Correction factors are derived over a binned H{ed distribu-
tion, and the results are fitted using a continuous hyperbolic
function which is later used for the MC reweighting. Fig-
ure 5 shows the Hr distribution before and after applying the
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Fig. 4 Comparison of the data versus MC Njes distribution (a) before and (b) after applying the t7+jets normalisation factors extracted from the

heavy flavour correction fit. Only statistical uncertainties are shown

correction. Similar improvements are observed for individ-
ual leptons and jets. No significant changes in the number of
jets distribution are observed after the kinematic corrections
are applied. Following the same procedure, dedicated kine-
matic reweighting corrections are derived for the alternative
tt+light, 11+>1c, and t W samples employed in the evalua-
tion of systematic uncertainties described in Sect. 9. Residual
differences between data and the MC are taken into account
in the analysis fit by including free-floating individual nor-
malisations for the various ¢7+jets background contributions.

7 Analysis strategy

The analysis uses various machine learning (ML) algorithms
to improve the sensitivity to the target signal. First, two differ-
ent boosted decision trees (BDTs) are trained to identify the
jets originating from the decay of the top quark and antiquark
and the jets originating from the pseudoscalar decay. Second,
a mass-parameterised NN is trained for signal/background
discrimination in each of the SRs described in Sect. 5.2. The
final fit uses the NN output score distribution in each of the
four SRs and the sumPCBTag distribution in the CR. In
addition to the signal strength ., three normalisation factors,
corresponding to the main background contributions, are left
to freely float in the fit. Figure 6 shows a diagram summaris-
ing the ML approach followed in the analysis as well as the
CR and SRs used in the final fit. Further details on each step
are given in the following.

7.1 Event reconstruction BDTs

Two different BDTs are trained to do partial event reconstruc-
tion. One targets the identification of the lepton-jet pairs asso-
ciated with the top quark/antiquark decays, while the other
identifies the pair of jets from the pseudoscalar decay. The
two BDTs use the five leading small- R jets, together with the
two charged leptons in the case of the top quark/antiquark
BDT, and in each case select the pair of jets or the lepton/jet
pair most likely to correspond to the pseudoscalar or the top
quark/antiquark, respectively. Both BDTs were designed to
reconstruct resolved topologies, thus they do not use large-R
track-jets. Also, no attempt to reconstruct the two neutrinos
from the top quark/antiquark decay is made. The two BDTs
are trained using all signal samples inclusively, such that they
are generic and valid for all considered masses. During the
BDT training process, target labels for each jet are assigned
based on a one-to-one matching between reconstructed jets
at the detector level and parton-level b-quarks/leptons. Con-
sequently, a reconstructed jet/lepton is assigned as originat-
ing from a (anti-)top quark, or pseudoscalar decay candidate
based on the aforementioned generator information.

The BDT targeting the top quark/antiquark decay attempts
to pair each lepton with its corresponding b-jet, considering
each lepton in turn. For this, the BDT receives as input sev-
eral kinematic variables that depend on the tag lepton/jet pair
(jl-pair), such as its invariant mass or transverse momentum,
or the separation angle between the lepton and the jet. It also
uses information about the lepton and jet candidates them-
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selves, such as their pseudorapidity and transverse momenta,
or the jet index indicating in decreasing order the hardness
of the jets. In addition, the BDT uses information from the
auxiliary jl-pair built with the lepton that is not being evalu-
ated, together with information from the top/antitop system
formed by the tag and auxiliary jl/-pairs, and variables that
refer to the full event. In a similar way, the BDT targeting
the pseudoscalar decay receives various kinematic variables
connected to the pair of two jets, jj-pair, as its mass or trans-
verse momentum, together with information about the jets
themselves or about the overall event. The full list of vari-
ables used by each BDT is shown in Table 4.

For the training of both BDTs, generator information is
used to define the targets (b-quarks and leptons from the
decays of the top quark, top antiquark and pseudoscalar a)
and to identify the correct permutations at detector level,
which are used as signal (or target) during the training, while
all wrong permutations are used as background. A mix of
signal and ¢7 samples is used during the training of both
BDTs. In both cases, two sets of BDTs are trained using k-
2 fold training to avoid biases. The BDT trained with odd
events is applied to even events and vice versa. The training
is performed with the TMVA package of ROOT [89].

Following the training of both BDTs, they are applied to
data and MC as follows. For the top quark/antiquark BDT, the
lepton/jet permutation with the highest BDT score is identi-
fied for each lepton as the most likely j/-pair and the selected
jetis assigned to the top quark or antitop quark decay depend-
ing on the lepton charge. If both leptons are initially assigned
to the same jet, only the one with the highest BDT score keeps
the assignment, while the other lepton is reassigned to the sec-
ond most likely jet in terms of BDT score. In a similar way,
for the pseudoscalar BDT, the permutation of two jets with
the highest BDT score is selected and the two correspond-
ing jets are assigned to the pseudoscalar decay. The selected
jl-and jj-pairs are used to define related variables, such as
the top-quark or pseudoscalar reconstructed invariant mass
or separation angles, that are later used as input by the signal-
versus-background discrimination neural networks. Figure 7
shows the prefit data/MC comparison of the reconstructed
mass of the /b-pair selected by the top-quark BDT and of the
Jjj-pair selected by the pseudoscalar BDT in SR 0B3b, the
signal region with the largest statistics.

7.2 Signal-versus-background discriminating neural
networks

As described in Sect. 5.2, events are divided into four signal
regions according to their B- and b-jet multiplicity to better
separate signal from background. The four signal regions
used in the final fit are SR 0B4b, SR 0B3b, SR 1B2b and SR
1B1b+1bL. Independent NNs are trained individually per
region to separate signal from background.

To make better use of the MC samples in the training, five
different trainings are performed independently per region,
where 80% of the events in the region constitute the training
sample and the remaining 20% are used as the validation
sample. An appropriate distribution of events in the various
samples guarantees that no event is used both in the training
and the evaluation of the NNs.

Each NN contains two hidden layers with twice as many
nodes as the input layer, connected by Rectified Linear Unit
(ReL.U) activation functions. The final layer is a single node,
normalised by a sigmoid function. The dropout for every
layer is set to 0.3. To avoid overtraining, early stopping
is implemented when the validation loss function does not
improve during the last four epochs. The training is done
using PyTorch 1.13.1 [90], and each of the NNs combines
basic four-momentum information with high-level variables,
such as invariant masses or angular distances, as well as rele-
vant variables from the BDTs described in Sect. 7.1. The full
list of input variables depends slightly on the region, given
the slightly different signal topologies per region. Table 5
shows the overall list of input variables used by the NNs.
Some of the most important variables in the NNs are H%ets,
the invariant mass of two small-R jets or the mass and pt of
the large-R jet, among others.

All NNs are mass-parameterised, meaning that they
receive the mass hypothesis as input during the evaluation.
For the training, background MC samples are randomly
assigned a mass from the grid of generated signal samples,
while appropriate mass values are assigned to the signal
events. Once the NN are trained, the data scores are evalu-
ated for each value of m, considered in the analysis. In each
SR, the resulting NN score is the distribution used in the
profile likelihood fit, as discussed in the next section. Fig-
ure 8 shows the prefit distributions of the four NN scores
corresponding to the 30 GeV mass hypothesis.

8 Statistical treatment

To test for the presence of a ta signal, for each mass hypothe-
sis, a binned maximum-likelihood fit to the data is performed
simultaneously in all SRs and the CR (Sect. 5.2). In each
SR, the input to the fit is the corresponding NN distribu-
tion described in Sect. 7.2, evaluated at the appropriate mass
hypothesis. In the CR, the input to the fit is the sSumPCBTag
distribution. The parameter of interest is the signal strength,
1, amultiplicative factor to the cross section of the signal pro-
cess. In addition to the signal strength w, the fit includes three
additional free parameters that work as scale factors to the
normalisation for the three main background components:
k(tt+light, t W), k(tt+>1c¢), and k(tt+>1b). To estimate the
signal strength, a binned likelihood function L(u, 0) is used,
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Table 4 Input variables used in the (a) top quark/antiquark reconstruction BDT and (b) pseudoscalar reconstruction BDT

(a) (b)
Top quark/antiquark reconstruction BDT Pseudoscalar reconstruction BDT
Object ‘ Variables Object | Variables
Full event | Njets, Np-jets Full event | Njets, Np-jets, sumPCBTag
Lepton (tag, aux.) | pt, 7 Jet (1st, 2nd) | pt, 17, PC b-tag, jet index
Jet (tag, aux.) | pr, 17, PC b-tag, jet index Jjj pair | m, pt,n, E, ¢, AR

Jjl pair (tag, aux.) | m, pr,n, AR
tf pair | m, pt, 1, AR, A¢

Jjj pair | AR
* Normalised to total background * Normalised to half total background
>3500F " T T T T o) > AL L B B L B B
3 ATLAS ® Data ® 6000 A1 AS ® Data
O y [t + light ttH o y [t + light ttH
O 3000l Vs=13TeV, 140fb tt+>1c ttz 1 o Vs =13 TeV, 140 fb tt+>1c tz
- it +>1b Other N 5000k it +>1b Other ]
; tw 772 Uncertainty ; tw 72 Uncertainty
£ 2500l SR 0B3b ---- Signal 30 GeV * 1 2 SR 0B3b ---- Signal 30 GeV *
[ Pre-Fit [ Pre-Fit
> >
nl} L

4000} U ]
%ﬁ% Z

2000 »
3000 7 /%/ ]
1500 2
1000
500
o 0 9] ‘
% 12779 % 1'2&//%/47/ e i
a o a 0s8f
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200
m; from top/antitop BDT [GeV] m; from pseudoscalar BDT [GeV]
(a) (b)

Fig. 7 Distribution (a) of the antitop-quark m j; and (b) pseudoscalar 30 GeV signal normalised to the total or half the total number of events

m j; selected by the top quark and pseudoscalar BDTs, respectively in in the region. The band displays the total pre-fit uncertainty
SR 0B3b before the fit. The dashed line shows the distribution of the

Table 5 List of input variables

of the signal-versus-background Object Variables
discrimination NN. The Jels pmiss
distributions corresponding to Full event Niess» Hy  Ex

both the pair with the maximum BDT ¢ — jl

e pa hy? Score, p%l, ARji, Anji, Agjy, jet index
pr and minimum are

. ji o
included for bb variables. BDTa — jj Score, pr's njj. mjj. ARjj. Anjj, Adjj, jet index
Angular variables with one b or Leptons ARy, A, Ay, Alf’E'TnissJ, AR pb, ARiB, ARinp

one B use the pair with the
minimum AR. The mpppp and
mppp variables correspond to the Small-R jets DB i, M Mpbbis ARpb, Allbh, App, A¢pmiss
combination with the maximum
scalar sum of pr

Large-R jets pr,n,m, ARpp, Ad)E_ll]}iss,B

p1, 1, PC b-tag
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signal normalised to the total number of events in each region. The band
displays the total pre-fit uncertainty. Arrows appearing in the bottom
panels indicate the ratio being outside the displayed range

of the NN distribution in the analysis regions. The binning
of the NN distributions for each signal is chosen to provide
a good separation of signal and background while maintain-
ing a stable performance of the fit. The expected number
of events, E[n;(u, 0)], in each bin, n;, is a function of u,

@ Springer



886 Page 14 of 36

Eur. Phys. J. C (2025) 85:886

and a set of nuisance parameters, 6. The nuisance parame-
ters encode effects from the normalisation of backgrounds,
including the systematic uncertainties and one parameter per
bin to model statistical uncertainties in the simulated sam-
ples. Unlike the free-floating parameters, all nuisance param-
eters are constrained by prior distributions, 0(616), which
follow Gaussian, log-normal, or Poisson distributions cen-
tred around their nominal values, 6. This procedure allows
the reduction of the impact of the uncertainties by taking
advantage of the separated populations of signal and back-
ground. The best-fit value of the signal strength is obtained by
performing a fit to the data under the signal-plus-background
hypothesis, maximising £(u, 0) over u and 6. To set upper
limits on u, the following test statistic is used:

(1.60)

—21In —L | (0))

C}u: 2 In (M, (u))
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= ®
IA
=

The values of the signal strength and nuisance parame-
ters that maximise the likelihood function are represented
by & and 6, respectively. For a given value of u, the val-
ues of the nuisance parameters that maximise the likelihood

function are represented by 0 (w). This test statistic measures
the compatibility of the observed data with the background-
only hypothesis (i = 0), represented by the p-value, and is
estimated by integrating the distribution of go based on the
asymptotic formula in Ref. [91]. The test statistic is set to
zero for i > p, as this case indicates that the pu hypoth-
esis is compatible with the observed data and cannot be
rejected. Upper limits on u are derived by using g, in the
CL method [92,93].

The systematic uncertainties, including those derived
from MC samples, can show fluctuations due to generator
weights or statistical variations. To ensure the quality of the
templates and the stability of the fit, smoothing algorithms
are applied to the histograms before the fit. In addition, sys-
tematic uncertainties are pruned to reduce computing time.
Only uncertainties with an effect greater than 1% are included
in the fit. This is done separately for shape and normalisation
effects.

9 Systematic uncertainties

Various sources of systematic uncertainties are considered.
Each systematic uncertainty is introduced as a nuisance
parameter (NP) in the statistical analysis described in Sect. 8.
Section 9.1 describes all experimental uncertainties, related
to the luminosity and pile-up or the reconstruction and iden-
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tification of jets and leptons. They are applied to all MC
samples equally and their effects are treated in a correlated
way across all four SRs and the CR in the final fit. The sig-
nal and background modelling uncertainties are detailed in
Sect. 9.2, and can be different depending on the process. They
are implemented as decorrelated between regions, given their
different coverage of phase spaces, and decorrelated between
signal and background samples in the fit.

9.1 Experimental uncertainties

Luminosity and pile-up modelling. The uncertainty in the
integrated luminosity for the full Run 2 data sample is
0.83% [24], obtained using the LUCID-2 detector [21] for
the primary luminosity measurements. A variation in the pile-
up reweighting of simulated events is included to cover the
uncertainty in the ratio of the simulated and measured distri-
bution of inelastic cross sections.

Leptons. Uncertainties associated with leptons are related
to the trigger, reconstruction, identification and isolation, as
well as the lepton energy or momentum scale and resolution.
The reconstruction, identification, and isolation efficiency of
electrons and muons, as well as the efficiency of the trig-
ger used to record the events, differ slightly between data
and simulation, and is corrected by dedicated scale factors.
Efficiency scale factors are measured using tag-and-probe
techniques on Z — [l data and simulated samples [58,60],
and are applied to the simulation to correct for differences.
Additional sources of uncertainty originate from the correc-
tions applied to adjust the lepton momentum scale and res-
olution in the simulation to match those in data, measured
using Z — [l and J /¢ — [l events [58,60].

Jets. Uncertainties associated with jets arise from the effi-
ciency of pile-up rejection by the jet vertex tagger (JVT),
from the jet energy scale (JES) and resolution (JER), and
from the different flavour-tagging algorithms used, DL1r and
DeXTer. Scale factors are applied to correct for discrepancies
between data and MC for JVT efficiencies, and are estimated
by using Z — pp with tag-and-probe techniques [65]. The
jet energy scale and its uncertainty are derived by combin-
ing information from test-beam data, LHC collision data and
simulation [64]. The jet energy resolution is measured in Run
2 data and simulation as a function of jet p and rapidity using
dijet events.

To correct flavour-tagging efficiencies in simulated sam-
ples to match those measured in data, scale factors are
derived. They are calculated as a function of pt for b-jets,
c-jets, and light jets separately in dedicated calibration anal-
yses. For b-jet efficiencies, ¢7 events in the dilepton topology
are used, exploiting the very pure sample of b-jets arising
from the decay of the top quarks [67]. For c-jet mistag rates,
tf events in the single-lepton topology are used, exploit-
ing c-jets from the hadronically decaying W boson [68].
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The negative-tag method is used in Z+jets events [69] for
light-jets mistag rates. The use of DeXTer introduces addi-
tional scale factors to correct for the differences in efficiency
between simulated samples and data. The scale factors for
DeXTer are derived as a function of pt for B- and b-jets.
The calibration measurements with data are performed using
both 77 and Z+jets events simultaneously to measure B-jet
tagging and b-jet mistagging efficiency in data. Neverthe-
less, the DeXTer uncertainties are provided with conservative
error bands, leaving the calibration to be performed in situ in
the final fit of the analysis. Further details on the methodol-
ogy can be found in Refs. [77,77].

Missing transverse momentum. All the described uncer-
tainties in energy scales or resolutions of the reconstructed
objects (hard components) are propagated to the missing
transverse momentum. Additional uncertainties in the scale
and resolution of the soft term are considered, to account for
the disagreement between data and MC for the pt balance
between the hard and soft components [78].

Tracks. Systematic uncertainties related to the track selec-
tion efficiency are determined by changing the amount of
tracker material and the physical models in the GEANT4 sim-
ulation [94,95]. Dedicated uncertainties are considered for
the track parameters, including the transverse and longitudi-
nal impact parameters and the track sagitta.

Large- R jet mass scale correction. To correct for the mis-
modelling in the large- R jet mass, additional mass scale cor-
rections are estimated. The large-R jet mass scale is varied
by +5% and compared with the nominal results.

9.2 Modelling uncertainties

Renormalisation (i) and factorisation () scales. Varia-
tions in the renormalisation and factorisation scales are used
to estimate the uncertainty due to missing higher order cor-
rections. The uncertainties are combined by taking an enve-
lope of all the variations.

Initial-state radiation and final-state radiation modelling.
For the ISR, the amount of radiation is increased (decreased)
using the Var3cUp (Var3cDown) variation of the Al4
tune [37]. For the FSR, the amount of radiation is increased
(decreased) varying the coupling of the QCD emission in the
final state by a factor of 0.5 (2).

PDF uncertainties. The PDF uncertainties follow the
PDF4LHC recommendations [96]. The «g uncertainty is
derived using the same PDF set evaluated with two differ-
ent og values. The uncertainties from the PDF and oy are
added in quadrature.

Parton shower. The uncertainty associated with hadroni-
sation and parton shower is evaluated by comparing sam-
ples with different parton shower models. The nominal ¢7a
samples simulated using POWHEG+PYTHIA 8 are compared
with samples simulated using MADGRAPH5_AMC@NLO

-
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--- Expected £ 26

ATLAS
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95% CL limit on c(pp—tta) x BR(a—bb) [pb]
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Fig. 9 Expected and observed 95% CL upper limits of o (tfa) x
BR(a — bb) as a function of the a-boson mass. The lines correspond
to the signal cross sections calculated using different coupling strengths
of the a boson to the top quark assuming a BR(a — bb) = 100%

+HERWIG7 [97]. The comparison is done after normal-
ising both t7a samples. The nominal ¢ (4FS and 5FS)
POWHEG+PYTHIA 8 samples are compared with samples sim-
ulated using POWHEG+HERWIG 7. The tW and 1t H MAD-
GRAPHS_AMC @NLO+PYTHIA 8 samples are compared with
MADGRAPH5_AMC @NLO+HERWIG 7 samples.

Matrix element uncertainties. For the SFS and 4FS ¢ sam-
ples, the uncertainty associated with the matching between
the Matrix element calculations and the parton shower is
calculated by comparing the nominal POWHEG+PYTHIA 8§
sample with an alternative set of samples simulated also in
POWHEG+PYTHIA 8 but using the pThard=1 setting. For
tW and t7H, the matrix element uncertainty is evaluated
by comparing the nominal POWHEG+PYTHIA 8 samples to
those simulated with MADGRAPHS_AMC@NLO+PYTHIA 8.
For 11 Z, the nominal samples are compared with an alterna-
tive sample simulated using SHERPA 2.2.0, which accounts
both for the matrix element and parton shower uncertainties.

POWHEG damping function. In the 7bb (4FS) samples, the
effect of the choice of a damping scale hy,q that controls the
resummation of infrared divergences is evaluated by com-
paring the nominal sample (hy,g = 5) with an alternative
sample in which the scale is set to 2 [30].

Initial-state shower recoil. The uncertainty due to the
recoil choice of ISR emissions is evaluated by comparing
the nominal sample, in which the whole final state recoils
the ISR emission, with an alternative one, in which only one
final-state parton recoils against the ISR emission [30].
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for the 30 GeV mass hypothesis fit. The dashed lines in the top and ratio
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Table 6 Post-fit background and signal yields in the four signal regions and in the control region for the m, = 30 GeV hypothesis. The uncertainties

in each yield are the total uncertainties of each component after the fit

Sample SR 0B4b SR 0B3b SR 1B2b SR 1B1b+1bL CR 0B2b+1bL
Signal 30 GeV 28 £ 14 180 + 98 71 £ 31 35 £ 16 110 £ 63
tr+light 5£2 1400 £ 320 130 + 24 1100 £ 180 17,000 £+ 3000
ti+>1c 58 £ 21 4700 £ 1200 380 + 140 740 £+ 230 12,000 £+ 3500
ti+>1b 1093 + 47 9820 + 700 1758 £ 97 815 £ 70 5510 £ 650
tW 22 £ 12 360 £ 140 46 + 20 64 + 17 830 £+ 220
ttH 62 £ 9 222 + 22 31 £ 4 14 £ 12 136 + 13

ttZ 27 £ 6 120 + 22 15 £3 11 £ 2 128 £+ 25
Other 14 £ 2 394 £+ 35 47 + 4 78 £ 10 1060 += 120
Total pred. 1300 + 35 17,000 £+ 130 2500 £+ 50 2900 + 53 36,000 £ 190
Data 1301 17,242 2479 2866 36,350

Table 7 Table of the impact of each group of uncertainties in the fit-
ted cross section for the hypothesis masses of 12, 30 and 80 GeV. The
values shown are the average of up and down uncertainties. The fitted

cross section values include the BR(t7 — WbWb) x BR(W — [v) x
BR(W — [v) in addition to the BR(a — bb)

Fitted cross section [fb] mg = 12 GeV my = 30 GeV mg = 80 GeV
6=9 6 =46 6 =—6.1

Uncertainty source A6 Ac AG
Data statistics 6.1 11.0 6.0
MC statistics 24 4.2 1.8
Luminosity & pile-up 0.1 0.4 0.1
Jet reconstruction 0.5 4.9 1.2
Lepton reconstruction <0.1 <0.1 <0.1
ETmiss reconstruction <0.1 0.3 <0.1
Track reconstruction 4.1 1.5 0.1
DLIr 0.4 3.5 1.4
DeXTer 4.2 18 1.1
Modelling signal 1.7 7.5 1.3
Modelling 17 + b 2.7 13 5.5
Modelling ¢7 + ¢ 0.9 1.8 1.4
Modelling 77 +light 0.8 2.0 2.2
Modelling tW 0.3 0.7 0.6
Modelling ttH 0.1 0.3 0.2
Modelling ttZ 0.1 0.2 1.0
Norm factors 0.7 6.7 4.7
Reweighting <0.1 <0.1 <0.1
Total systematic uncertainty 8.0 22 7.8
Total uncertainty 10 24 9.7

Interference between tt and tW. To account for uncertain-
ties in the interference between t7+jets and ¢ W, the nominal
tW sample simulated using diagram removal (DR) is com-
pared with another sample simulated using diagram subtrac-
tion (DS).

Reweighting uncertainties. To account for the system-
atic uncertainties associated with the reweighting functions
described in Sect. 6, several uncertainties are determined by

the variations of ¢t7+light + tW, t7+>1c and tf+ >1b nor-
malisation factors and the variations of the parameters of
the H{Fd hyperbolic fit. The uncertainties are evaluated after
diagonalising the fit correlation matrix and propagating the
diagonal variations in a correlated way.
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10 Results

The expected and observed upper limits on the inclusive
o (tta) x BR(a — bb) are shown in Fig. 9 as a function of the
a-boson mass, which ranges from 12 to 100 GeV. This result
is compared with the predicted cross sections for the signal
corresponding to three different values of the coupling of the
a-boson to the top quark, defined as a strength modifier to the
SM Yukawa coupling. No significant excess is observed: the
largest excess corresponds to the 30 GeV mass hypothesis,
with a local significance of 2.0 standard deviations. Assum-
ing BR(a — bb) = 100%, the mass region between 50 and
80 GeV is excluded for a coupling of the pseudoscalar to the
top quark of 0.5, while a coupling of 1.0 is excluded for all
masses. Post-fit distributions of the NN output score corre-
sponding to this mass in each of the four signal regions and of
the sum of the pseudo-continuous b-tagging score of all jets
in the control region are shown in Fig. 10. Table 6 shows the
post-fit event yields per signal and background component
in each of the signal and control regions for the same mass
hypothesis.

Table 7 summarises the impact of the different sources
of uncertainties in the fitted signal strength for three dif-
ferent mass hypotheses: 12, 30 and 80 GeV, which are
representative of the low, medium and high mass ranges,
respectively. Fits to low-mass hypotheses are limited by data
statistics, track reconstruction and DeXTer-related uncer-
tainties. Fits to medium-mass hypotheses are dominated by
DeXTer-related uncertainties, followed by the modelling of
the 71+>1b process and data statistics. Finally, fits to high-
mass hypotheses are limited mainly by data statistics, the
modelling of the 7+>1b process and the normalisation of
t7+HF. In all cases, the uncertainties in the modelling of the
signal are subdominant compared with that of t7+>1b. No
large pulls are observed in any of the fits. Including the pre-fit
reweighting corrections detailed in Table 3, the final normali-
sation factors extracted in the fit corresponding to the 30 GeV
mass hypothesis are 1.0+ 0.3 for t7+light and t W, 1.5+ 0.5
for tt+>1c and 1.2 £ 0.2 for t7+>1b. These results are com-
patible with the latest ATLAS 77 H Run 2 analysis [98].

11 Conclusions

A search for a pseudoscalar a produced in association with
either a pair of top quarks or a single top and a W boson
in the dilepton decay channel is performed using the full
Run 2 pp data sample collected by the ATLAS detector at
the LHC. The search targets the dominant decay channel of
the pseudoscalar mass probed in this analysis: @ — bb. The
search covers the pseudoscalar boson mass between 12 and
100 GeV, involving both the kinematic regime where the
decay products of the pseudoscalar merge into large B-jets
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and the regime where the b-tagged jets are resolved. Limits
on the signal production cross section times the branching
ratio of the decay into a pair of bottom quarks are extracted.
Assuming BR(a — bb) = 100%, the mass region between
50 and 80 GeV is excluded for a coupling of the pseudoscalar
to the top quark of 0.5, while a coupling of 1.0 is excluded
for all masses. These model independent results are the first
limits of their kind and complement previous searches by
ATLAS [17] and CMS [16] exploring leptonic decays of the
pseudoscalar.
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