. eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
Whlte Rose https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk

N
(@) Rresearch onii
N’ esearc niine Universities of Leeds, Sheffield and York

Deposited via The University of Leeds.

White Rose Research Online URL for this paper:
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/id/eprint/226493/

Version: Published Version

Conference or Workshop Item:

Dai, Y., Lim, H.W., Connor-Crabb, A. et al. (2025) Exploring the Digital Body in Fashion
Design: A Theoretical Inquiry into New Aesthetics and Form. In: 2nd Smart Wearables &
Digital Fashion Congress (SWDFC), 28-30 Apr 2025, Manchester, UK.

Reuse

Items deposited in White Rose Research Online are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved unless
indicated otherwise. They may be downloaded and/or printed for private study, or other acts as permitted by
national copyright laws. The publisher or other rights holders may allow further reproduction and re-use of
the full text version. This is indicated by the licence information on the White Rose Research Online record
for the item.

Takedown
If you consider content in White Rose Research Online to be in breach of UK law, please notify us by
emailing eprints@whiterose.ac.uk including the URL of the record and the reason for the withdrawal request.

ﬁ <&, | University of

UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS & Sheffleld



mailto:eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/id/eprint/226493/
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/

Exploring the Digital Body in Fashion Design:
A Theoretical Inquiry into New Aesthetics and Form

Yimiao Dai*', Hye-Won Lim?2, Anja Connor-Crabb?, Kevin Almond*
School of Design, University of Leeds-234

The advent of digital technologies has profoundly reshaped fashion design, introducing the
concept of the "digital body" as a flexible and customisable entity beyond the physical
constraints of the human form. Unlike traditional approaches rooted in anatomical
proportions and physical draping, digital fashion allows for the creation of bodies that
transcend conventional norms, serving as canvases for innovation and experimentation.

This study examines the digital body as a conceptual and theoretical framework for
rethinking the relationship between body and garment in virtual spaces. It discusses how the
digital body challenges traditional design principles, enabling new forms of expression,
structure, and movement. Key themes explored include the flexibility of digital avatars, the
deconstruction and reconstruction of garment structures, and the implications for sustainable
and inclusive design practices.

By synthesising current literature, this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding
of how digital tools and platforms can redefine the boundaries of fashion design, illustrating
the transformative potential of the digital body in expanding the possibilities for creativity and
expression in the digital age.

*Yimiao Dai sdyda@leeds.ac.uk
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