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positive influence on views of caregiving (p =.023). Trends did 
not hold for perceived negative influence; however, there was 
a significant difference between current and former caregivers 
on the negative influence on health (p =.042) such that current 
caregivers indicated a greater negative influence. These results 
indicate the importance of investigating diverse caregiving 
experiences among students and differentiating positive and 
negative influences with implications for how universities may 
support the different life circumstances of student caregivers.
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While technology holds immense promise in addressing 
challenges related to safety, mobility, and sustainability in 
older adults’ transportation, significant barriers remain, par-
ticularly concerning the acceptability, affordability, and age-
friendliness of these technologies. This symposium will feature 
presentations and discussions highlighting the multifaceted 
nature of mobility among older adults and the ways in which 
innovative technologies can address the transportation needs. 
The five presentations in this symposium communicate re-
search from Australia, Europe, and the USA, and will explore 
issues related to usability, accessibility, and user acceptance, 
highlighting the importance of designing technologies that are 
intuitive, inclusive, and culturally sensitive. Speakers of this 
symposium will delve into the importance of mobility for older 
adults’ physical health, mental well-being, and social connect-
edness. Further, the symposium will examine the potential of 
technology-driven solutions to address key challenges faced 
by older adults in transportation, including safety concerns, 
accessibility barriers, and environmental sustainability. By 
fostering interdisciplinary dialogue and international collabor-
ation, the symposium seeks to create multidimensional discus-
sions that not only acknowledge the pivotal role of technology 
in addressing safety, mobility, and sustainability challenges for 
older adults but also address the issues of acceptability, afford-
ability, and age friendliness. Transportation and Aging Interest 
Group Sponsored Symposium
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Aging in place is among the most widespread contemporary 
policy concepts. However, an important prerequisite for aging 
in place is the possibility to attend out-of-home activities, which 
requires satisfactory mobility options. Previous research has 
indicated that new transportation solutions and technologies 
may hold promise for older people’s mobility needs. To investi-
gate these promising opportunities and how they may support 
aging in place, a critical literature review was conducted. Using 
Web of Science, Scopus, and PubMed as electronic journal 

databases, we searched keywords representing the user group 
(older adults), the solution (transport systems), and its qualities 
(novel), limiting the search to publications between 1990-2023. 
The search was complemented by hand-searching of reference 
lists and selected project homepages. The initial search yielded 
more than 3000 publications. After screening for title, abstract 
and contents, around 110 publications were included for re-
view. To create a conceptual model, we synthetized major find-
ings, and identified common themes, trends, and disparities in 
the existing literature. We analyzed whether proposed solutions 
are evidence based and whether the literature focuses on imple-
mentation processes. We also analyzed which mobility needs 
the solutions are explicitly targeting, and which groups of older 
adults are thought to be the main users of these solutions. Our 
conclusion is that while literature addresses many novel solu-
tions that have potential for supporting older adults’ mobility, 
there are significant knowledge gaps related to assessing the 
feasibility of these solutions.
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Access to adequate and appropriate transport options en-
ables older people to continue as thriving community parti-
cipants, to reach services and to maintain social connections. 
While transport needs are diverse, and tend to change over 
time, there is little information on current and future transport 
patterns, and the awareness, acceptance and adoption of new 
technologies. A national online survey was administered to cur-
rent drivers in Australia. A sample of 705 drivers provided in-
formation on available travel modes and use of these modes, 
awareness of in-vehicle technologies and future use of vehicle 
technologies. The findings revealed high use of private vehicles, 
walking and taxis but little use of other travel modes (bicycles, 
motorcycles, rideshare, community services and public trans-
port). Age, gender and residential location influenced the avail-
ability and use/potential use of some transport options. Overall 
awareness of in-vehicle technologies was generally low and 
particularly so amongst older and female participants. There 
was some appetite to use emerging technologies in the future. 
The findings inform the development of effective strategies and 
initiatives aligned with healthy ageing and wellbeing targets, 
increased sustainability, resilience and connectedness, creation 
of healthier travel choices and healthier environments to pro-
mote acceptance and use of a range of transport options and 
uptake of safer vehicles equipped with in-vehicle technologies 
to ultimately enhance safe and sustainable mobility of older 
road users. Such strategies may be particularly useful to sup-
port extended safe driving amongst older adults with chronic 
medical conditions, such as driver monitoring/alert systems.
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