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Temporary 

Urbanism

• Temporary Use / Intervention

• Related concepts: Tactical Urbanism, DIY Urbanism, 

Guerilla Urbanism, Meanwhile use

Community-led

Initiatives

• Community Groups or Individual

• Motivation: Transformative Will? Testing ground? 

Space for expression?

Vacant

Urban Space

Lost space, residual space, leftover space,
unused space, abandoned space, empty space.

Research Area
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Temporary Urbanism

“Such practices (temporary & tactical), which we will refer to collectively as ‘t/t urbanism’, 

encompass a myriad of small, experimental design projects led by diverse actors that transform 

underutilised urban spaces” - Stevens & Dovey, 2023

↘ small-scale, experimental

↘ diverse actors  new urban actors

↘ underutilised urban spaces

Source: Bernal, 2020

• Arises from the need for adaptability and flexibility in 

the making and design of urban spaces



Temporary Urbanism

“We define temporary urbanism as processes, practices and policies of and for spatial 

adaptability, allowing the transformation of a space in perceived need of transition, and thus 

impacting the surrounding socio-economic urban environments” - Andres and Kraftl, 2021

• There is nothing new about temporary structures or 

events. For example, fairs, festivals, street vendors, 

informal housing (e.g. favela Brazil), and so on.

↘ transformation of a space  Gonzalez (2022) categorised as action driven by “transformative will”

“The increased frequency of short-term events, in particular the temporary construction and 

use of space, has become known as temporary urbanism” - Madanipour, 2017

↘ increased frequency  trend?

↘ construction and use of space  use & intervention

Ice cream sellers occupy space for a short time 

in York, UK.   Source: Danurdoro, 2023



Vacant space: unused river bank

Temporary intervention: temp. structure (ramps, stairs)

Community involvement: Bike community events

Mapocho Pedaleable

a self-organised practice driven by individuals and cycling civil organisations who seek to transform a section 

of Mapocho’s river shore into an open public space with a cycling path.

• The idea comes from former Architecture students, 

2011. Followed by the cycling community and the 

public.

• Through a series of events in 2011, 2013, 2014, and 

2016, this movement became even stronger. 

Thousands of people.

• Opening the access to the public. New uses.

Source: González, 2022



Andres & Zhang, 2020

Diagram created by 

Danurdoro, 2023



Table created by 

Danurdoro, 2023



Under managed spaces  Girolamo, 2017

Vacant Urban Spaces
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• Extensive online searching (April-March 2024) identified 50 examples of community-led temporary 

use/intervention projects in Indonesia. It includes numerous small, experimental projects that have 

transformed underutilised urban spaces. 

• Dating from 2003 to 2024. 

• I combined online information with personal knowledge of the context to create the map.

• Searches are carried out through websites, news portals, and social media (Instagram, X, or Facebook) 

because almost all community groups in Indonesia use social media as a medium for exposure and 

communication with the public. 

• Searches will be snowballing from one search to another. 

Community-led project in Indonesia



Bandung

Jakarta

Bekasi

Solo

Yogyakarta

Surabaya

Salatiga

Temanggung

Lampung

Semarang

Bandung 28

Jakarta 7

Solo 5

Surabaya 3

Bekasi 1

Yogyakarta 2

Lampung 1

Temanggung 1

Salatiga 1

Semarang 1

50

Mapping of 50 Temporary Use/Intervention Practices in Indonesia

Map of Java Island

Map of Indonesia

Indonesia in World Map

Source: researcher, 2024



Table 1: 50 Indonesian Temporary Use/Intervention Practices in Indonesia

Source: researcher, 2024



50 Temporary Use/Intervention Practices in Indonesia (20 years time span)

Source: researcher, 2024



Table 2: A Summary of the Functions of Identified 

Indonesian Temporary Use/Intervention Practices in Indonesia

Source: researcher, 2024

Playgground, 2021 Kekeun at Laswi, 2023



Categorization will reflect on how much it is in sync with 

previous studies. The largest survey of temporary urban uses, 

conducted in Berlin, categorized over 100 open space projects 

into four primary activity categories: culture, gardening, food, 

and sports (Denton & Senatsverwaltung für, 2007). 

Overmeyer et al, 2007

The most recent is a study conducted by Stevens and Dovey 

(2023) on 66 cases of temporary & tactical urbanism in 

Australia. Then, three groupings were formed: greenery, public 

amenities, and food. 

Stevens and Dovey, 2023



Table 3

• Community Groups/Organizations in Indonesia have central 

role in encouraging and mediating people

• City council/Government start to acknowledge this 

community based activation



Residual Spaces Abandoned Spaces Ruined/Conflicted spaces

Table 4

Unimproved facilites



Table 5 

Jakarta Berkebun, 2011

Meanwhile Use

Sukaria, 2023

Tactical Urbanism

Kebun St. Wonokromo, 

2022

DIY urbanism



> Edited by: Andres & Zhang (2020)
Comprehensive in covering processes, practice, and policy around the concept

Keywords: public spaces, citizen-led urbanism, tactical urbanism, bottom-up 

urbanism, placemaking, citizen participation, urban interventions

> Alarcon et al (2022) 

Book Sources

Other Books



Atlas of temporary practices worldwide

Gonzalez (2022)

Illustration: The separation of the Global North and Global South

Bramfab, CC BY-SA 3.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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Brand.Gg. Project

a brandgang/alley activation program carried out by the Karasa Bandung community group, through an 

artistic approach (mural, painting) involving the public.

Source: Karasa Bandung



Scan to my profile

Second-Year PhD Researcher, University of Leeds. 

Currently: Data Collection phase. 

Fieldwork research: July-September 2024 in Bandung City, Indonesia

About me
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