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Miriam Tenquist, University of Manchester, Manchester, 
England, United Kingdom

International gerontological research has increasingly 
recognised the importance of larger sociohistorical contexts 
for understanding the growing needs of an increasingly di-
verse ageing population. The paper contributes to existing 
literature by examining how temporal context, including 
historical time, age cohort, and migration age, influences 
the life trajectories of older migrant communities, specific-
ally older Chinese migrant communities in the UK. Central 
to this investigation is an examination of their lived experi-
ences against the backdrop of migration policies and con-
current sociohistorical developments in both the host and 
home country, both before and during migration. This paper 
draws on semi-structured interviews with 57 Chinese people 
over the age of 50 living in the UK more than 5 years. The 
study identifies two distinct groups within this demographic 
based on migration waves: the second wave (1945-1980) 
and the third wave (1980s-2000). The paper highlights dis-
parities in educational opportunities, dispersion patterns, oc-
cupation, and socio-linguistic capital between the two waves. 
Grounded in a life course perspective, this paper emphasises 
the significance of sociohistorical temporality and spatiality 
in turning points. We argue that the enduring legacies of 
Chinese reforms and societal changes are distinctly evident 
in the life trajectories of the diaspora in the UK, becoming 
more pronounced in later life stages. Ultimately, the study 
advocates for a more nuanced understanding of migrant 
communities that recognise the impacts of distinct migration 
waves on their unique ageing trajectories. This interdiscip-
linary, internationally minded perspective allows us to better 
serve global ageing populations that are increasingly influ-
enced by globalisation.
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TEMPORAL DYNAMICS OF UNMET LONG-TERM 

CARE NEEDS IN CHINA: AN AGE PERIOD COHORT 

ANALYSIS

Jingwen Zhang, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, England, 
United Kingdom

The rapid demographic changes, combined with heavy re-
liance on informal care, pose significant challenges to meeting 
long-term care (LTC) needs in China. However, research has 
yet to comprehensively appraise how and to what extent the 
unmet need has changed during the past two decades. Drawing 
on data from 6,030 urban and 5,070 rural residents in the 
Chinese Longitudinal Health Longevity Survey (CLHLS), 2005-
2017/18, this study investigates the temporal changes in unmet 
LTC needs among Chinese older adults. We applied the newly 
developed age-period-cohort interaction (APC-I) model to dis-
entangle the three temporal processes and their place-based 
rural-urban variation. The study found that, overall, rural older 
adults experienced a higher risk of unmet needs for LTC, yet 
the age, period and cohort effects on unmet needs among rural 
older people differed from their urban counterparts. Although 
‘younger’ older adults had fewer care needs than older adults, 
they had a higher risk of experiencing unmet needs. The vari-
ation in the age effects was larger among rural older adults. 
The risk of having unmet needs did not change significantly 
over the 12 years. The unmet needs for LTC were more pro-
nounced among more recent cohorts than previous generations, 

especially in urban areas. The findings provide crucial policy 
insights, underscoring the necessity for targeted interventions to 
address the care needs of ‘younger’ older adults, whose demands 
may not be perceived as severe enough for immediate attention. 
The escalating care gap among recent cohorts emphasises the 
need for increased investment in the formal LTC system.
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FUNCTIONING OUTCOMES AT OLDER WORKING 

AGES BY INCOME GROUPS: COMPARING THE US 

WITH 11 EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

HwaJung Choi1, Stephen Jivraj2, and Stefan Fors3,  
1. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, United 
States, 2. University College London, London, England, 
United Kingdom, 3. Karolinska institutet, Stockholm, 
Stockholms Lan, Sweden

This study extends prior research by examining physical 
and cognitive function for low vs. high-income working-age 
adults (55-64 years) in the U.S. by comparing to 11 European 
countries. Using a pooled cross-sectional analysis, the study es-
timated differences in comparably measured outcomes of activ-
ities of daily living (ADLs), instrumental activities of daily living 
(IADLs), and word recall assessment, with adjustment for survey 
design aspects and sociodemographic characteristics. Income 
groups were determined based on the distribution within each 
country, year, and age. Overall, older working-age adults from 
the U.S. were significantly more likely to have difficulty with 
ADLs and IADLs compared to all European countries exam-
ined in the study, with the exception of having a similar outcome 
with England for having difficulty with ADLs. In particular, 
the adjusted prevalence of ADL limitation from the lowest in-
come group (bottom 20%) was 30% in the U.S. vs. 4%-13% 
in 10 European countries. Those from the highest income group 
(top 20%) in the U.S. had a similar risk of having difficulty 
with ADLs to most countries examined in the study but had a 
greater risk of having difficulty with IADLs compared to the ma-
jority of the countries in the study. Word recall scores from the 
lowest income group were poorer in the U.S. compared to many 
European countries, while those from the highest income group 
performed better in the U.S. Targeting the poorest in the U.S. at 
risk of disability through intervention should be a priority.
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HISTORICAL CHANGE IN THE HEALTH AND WELL-

BEING OF GHANIAN MIDDLE-AGED AND OLDER 

ADULTS

Nutifafa Dey, and Frank Infurna, Arizona State University, 
Tempe, Arizona, United States

The last 70 years in Ghana has seen political and socioeconomic 
transformations that have impacted adult life through the types 
of policies implemented and social programs made accessible. It 
has not yet been studied whether these transformations have led 
to better health and well-being for middle-aged and older adults 
in Ghana. Up to this point, studies examining historical change 
or cohort differences are largely from high-income nations and 
report trends of historical improvements in health and well-being 
for middle-aged and older adults in European nations, compared 
to middle-aged and older adults in the U.S. where historical de-
clines are largely observed. Our goal is to use data from Ghana’s 
WHO Study on Global Ageing and Adult Health (SAGE) to fill 
this gap. Multilevel models were applied to three waves of data 
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