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Iran’s #MeToo movement challenges patriarchy and
western stereotypes

The movement is part of a global outpouring of anger against male
privilege, with Iranian women as agents who do not need white
saviours.
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It’s been over two weeks now: hashtags are still pouring out, naming
more names, and it does not seem that they are going to stop soon
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Within days there were new hashtags, such as #sexual harassment,
where women would post stories of assault and abuse that had a

much more ‘everyday’ quality
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If complexity is missing from western media portrayals of Iran, so
too is the sort of framing that highlights the global, transnational

commonalities to women’s experiences of oppression and how it is
resisted

!3B68I6C6EE+&8I6&93Q696B8&4E&H3B84BN3NECK&06_B4BD&48E&E80/86D46E&/BG&6GNH/84BD

48E6C1&4B&06E73BE6>&"B&;?&'NDNE8+&E83046E&E8/086G&H40HNC/84BD&/:3N8&/&706Q43NE

:3EE&31&94B6+&/HHNE4BD&I49&31&706EEN04BD&A396B&83&I/Q6&E6U&A48I&I49>&)B

06E73BE6&83&8I3E6&AI3&3:W6H86G&8I/8&8I6&A396B&A606&B38&130H6G&83&EC667&A48I

I49+&8I606&I/Q6&:66B&106eN6B8&H3996B8E&/:3N8&8I6&H397NCE43B&8I/8&E869E

1039&[NB6eN/C&73A60&06C/843BER>&M637C6&0694BG&6/HI&38I60&H3BE8/B8CK&B38&83

Q4H849F:C/96>&i6E7486&30&:6H/NE6&31&8I640&G4a606BH6E+&A396B&8I03NDI3N8&)0/B&F

/BG&8I6&G4/E730/&F&166C&/&E3C4G/048K&A48I&6/HI&38I60&8I/8&4E&9/G6&73EE4:C6&8I03NDI

8/C24BD&/:3N8&8I6&7/4B&/BG&ENa604BD&31&:64BD&/&A39/B&4B&94E3DKB4E84H

6BQ403B96B8E>&)1&H397C6U48K&4E&94EE4BD&1039&A6E860B&96G4/&73080/K/CE&31&)0/B+&E3

833&4E&8I6&E308&31&10/94BD&8I/8&I4DIC4DI8E&8I6&DC3:/C+&80/BEB/843B/C&H3993B/C4846E

83&A396BRE&6U76046BH6E&31&37706EE43B&/BG&I3A&48&4E&06E4E86G>

)&/9&06C/K4BD&8I6E6&6Q6B8E&B38&3BCK&:6H/NE6&E83046E&9/8860+&:N8&:6H/NE6&48

9/8860E&AI3&86CCE&8I6&E83046E>&)0/B4/B&A396B&/06&/H84Q6&703GNH60E&31&2B3AC6GD6b

8I6K&/06&B38&C3324BD&130&/&E7326E760E3B&83&06706E6B8&30&B/00/86&8I640

6U76046BH6E>&!648I60&/06&A6&06GNH4:C6&83&6U384H&E76H8/HC6E&31&6UH67843B/C

QNCB60/:4C48K&130&A6E860B&/NG46BH6E>&f38I&3N0&QNCB60/:4C4846E&/BG&3N0&1309E&31

/D6BHK+&/E&A396B+&/06&1/0&1039&NB4eN6>&'E&ENHI+&8I4E&93Q696B8&4E&7/08&31&/

DC3:/C&3N873N04BD&31&/BD60&/D/4BE8&9/C6&704Q4C6D6>&,6&H/B&H/CC&48&737NC/0

1694B4E9+&E3H4/C&96G4/&1694B4E9>>>&:N8&8I4E&1694B4E9&AI4HI&H6B806E&/03NBG

https://www.dukeupress.edu/why-stories-matter


19/08/2022, 12:52Iran’s #MeToo movement challenges patriarchy and western stereotypes | openDemocracy

Page 7 of 16https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/north-africa-west-asia/irans-metoo-movement-challenges-patriarchy-and-western-stereotypes/

4BG4Q4GN/C&Q34H6+&/BG&E6C1F6973A6096B8+&I/E&F&AI4E760&48&F&/&H608/4B&NB4Q60E/C48K>

[%/EI8/DE&/06&69/BH47/84BD&/1860&/CCb&B3&3B6&H/B&E/K&38I60A4E6&/1860&8I6&)0/B4/B

SJ6833R&/E&E3963B6&8A6686G>&$I6&/a30G/BH6E&31&E3H4/C&96G4/&/CC3A&/BG&6B/:C6

/&9K04/G&31&704Q/86&E7I606E+&48&4E&80N6&F&8I6&[6H3B39K&31&Q4E4:4C48KR&4E&7/08CK&83&G3

A48I&E6C1FH3993G4_H/843B&F&:N8&48&/CE3&H3B8/4BE&8I6&7386B84/C&130&9/0D4B/C4E6G

Q34H6E&83&H06/86&/C860B/84Q6&7N:C4H&E7I606E&F&[4B849/86&7N:C4HER+&:/E6G&/03NBG

EI/06G&166C4BDE&F&8I/8&H3BB6H8&8I6&760E3B/C&83&8I6&73C484H/C+&/BG&8I6&B/843B/C&83

8I6&80/BEB/843B/C+&83&H3B103B8&8I6&94E3DKB4E8&B/00/84Q6E&8I/8&A3NCG&E662&83&E84`6

8I3E6&Q34H6E&8I03NDI&70/H84H6E&31&EI/94BD+&30&8I6&8I06/8&31&:64BD&EI/96G>

The primary referent of the women speaking out is neither the
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Any transnational feminist solidarity movement worth its salt has
to recognise that ‘barbarism’ begins at home, whereverwherever that is
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Ashkon • 2 years ago

•

Very good take and thank you for sharing your truth! Just feel that is very important to
point out Tarana Burke, a black activist from the Bronx in NYC started the #metoo
movement in 2007 in helping raise awareness of the pervasivenessof sexual violence in
society, so it really wasn't "just for the whites", though it did only get traction on social
media in 2017 when a White actress used it to share her experience. I know you didn't
intend to do this and judging by your article you don't need me to explain this, but it is
important not to erase BIPOC folx contributions to social change and not whitewash
these movements as our white supremacist capitalist patriarchal (thanks bell hooks)
media already does. Much love <3<3
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