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Participant RapportThe Ivory Tower Flexibility

Reflection of intersectional methods in practice
Based on case study of exploring prevalence of obesity in The Bahamas



The Ivory Tower and Knowledge-making 

Kimberlé Crenshaw

Concept of 
intersectionality 

popularised in early 
1990s

Intersectional thinking 
has been around long 

before then

Knowledge making and 
sharing imbued with 

(colonial) power

Early works of Caribbean scholars in 1970s 
and 1980s ‘disrupted’ womanhood in colonial 

Caribbean

North American and Eurocentric 
experiences and scholarship 
dominate academic thought



Participant Rapport, Power and Self-definition 

Intersectionality 
appreciates individuality

Power of self-definition

Conceptually: There are various intersections of importance
Practically: Should this be pre-determined?

Participant-led, trust-building, 
rapport



Flexibility in research approach and analyses

Being open to the 
unexpected

Obesity =/= health

Body size, food behaviour linked to the 

crafting of a Black Bahamian national 

identity
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Conclusion: intersectionality and decolonisation

Intentional about highlighting individuality and disrupting 
structures of power 
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