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Search for displaced photons produced in exotic decays of the Higgs boson
using 13 TeV pp collisions with the ATLAS detector

G. Aad et al.
*
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A search is performed for delayed and nonpointing photons originating from the displaced decay of a
neutral long-lived particle (LLP). The analysis uses the full run 2 dataset of proton-proton collisions
delivered by the LHC at a center-of-mass energy of

ffiffiffi

s
p ¼ 13 TeV between 2015 and 2018 and recorded by

the ATLAS detector, corresponding to an integrated luminosity of 139 fb−1. The capabilities of the ATLAS
electromagnetic calorimeter are exploited to precisely measure the arrival times and trajectories of photons.
The results are interpreted in a scenario where the LLPs are pair produced in exotic decays of the 125 GeV
Higgs boson, and each LLP subsequently decays into a photon and a particle that escapes direct detection,
giving rise to missing transverse momentum. No significant excess is observed above the expectation due
to Standard Model background processes. The results are used to set upper limits on the branching ratio of
the exotic decay of the Higgs boson. A model-independent limit is also set on the production of photons
with large values of displacement and time delay.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevD.108.032016

I. INTRODUCTION

The Standard Model (SM) provides an accurate descrip-
tion of the fundamental particles and interactions at energy
scales up to a few hundred GeV. However, the SM fails to
explain several key phenomena, such as gravity, dark matter,
and the matter-antimatter asymmetry in the Universe. Such
shortcomings suggest the presence of new physics, motivat-
ing the search for beyond-the-SM (BSM) physics.
Supersymmetry (SUSY) [1–7] is a theoretically well-

motivated extension of the SM that proposes the existence of
new SUSY partners (sparticles) of the SM particles. The
sparticle has identical quantum numbers to its SM partner,
differing only by half a unit of spin. A new quantum number,
dubbed R parity, distinguishes between supersymmetric and
SM particles. In R-parity-conserving SUSY models [8–12],
the lightest SUSY particle (LSP) is stable, and SUSY
production in proton-proton (pp) collisions at the LHC
would produce sparticles in pairs. The sparticles would then
decay in cascades involving other sparticles and SMparticles
until the LSP is produced. A neutral, weakly interacting LSP
would usually escape the detector without interacting, so
LHC searches for SUSY often require a large amount of
missing transverse momentum (Emiss

T ) in the event.

In gauge-mediated SUSY breaking (GMSB) models
[13–18], the gravitino (G̃) is the LSP for typical model
parameter values. GMSB phenomenology is largely deter-
mined by the properties of the next-to-lightest supersym-
metric particle (NLSP), since the decay chains of the
sparticles with higher mass would typically lead to the
NLSP, which would subsequently decay to produce
the LSP. The weak coupling of the NLSP to the gravitino
LSP could generate a non-negligible lifetime of the NLSP,
leading to displaced NLSP decays [17].
An electrically neutral long-lived NLSP would avoid

direct detection as it traveled partway (or entirely) through
the ATLAS detector before decaying, with a prominent
decay mode being to a photon plus the LSP. The photons
resulting from displaced NLSP decays would be produced
with some delay compared to prompt photons, due mostly
to the time of flight of the massive NLSP before its decay.
In addition, due to the opening angle between the photon
and LSP produced in the NLSP decay, the photons would
tend to be “nonpointing,” meaning that their flight path
would not be consistent with originating from the primary
vertex (PV) of the hard scatter of the event. The capabilities
of the ATLAS liquid-argon (LAr) electromagnetic (EM)
calorimeter to make precise “pointing” measurements of
the flight direction and the arrival time of photons (tγ) can
be exploited to search for such photons. Given the size of
the ATLAS detector, requiring LAr calorimeter measure-
ments of the delayed photons restricts the sensitivity of the
analysis to NLSP lifetimes of OðnsÞ.
Previous ATLAS analyses searched for nonpointing and

delayed photons produced in long-lived NLSP decays in
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the datasets of pp collisions collected at center-of-mass
energies of 7 [19] and 8 TeV [20] during run 1 of the LHC.
Neither search found an excess above the SM background
expectation and set limits in the context of a particular set of
GMSB SUSYmodels. A recent run 2 CMS search for long-
lived particles in such models also found that their data
agreed with the SM prediction [21].
The discovery in 2012 of a particle with a mass near

125 GeV that is consistent with expectations for the SM
Higgs boson opens new avenues for searches with BSM
sensitivity. Specifically, the coupling of the Higgs boson to
mass leads to search prospects for pairs of sparticles
produced in Higgs boson decays, provided the sparticles
are sufficiently light. Additional motivation for this pro-
duction mechanism arises from current uncertainties in
the branching ratios of the Higgs boson. Current exper-
imental constraints from the Higgs boson property mea-
surements allow the branching ratio for Higgs boson decays
into invisible BSM states to be as large as 13% at
95% C.L. [22].
This analysis utilizes the full run 2 ATLAS dataset of

13 TeV pp collisions and searches for evidence of Higgs
boson decays into a pair of long-lived electrically neutral
NLSP particles, each of which subsequently decays into an
LSP, which escapes the detector, and a photon. Given the
value of the Higgs boson mass, the energies of the final-
state photons, as well as the value of Emiss

T , are not
sufficiently high to provide a trigger for the events.
Instead, the analysis considers SM Higgs boson production
in association with either a Z boson,W boson or tt̄ system.
Leptonic decays of the associated W=Z boson or tt̄ system
are exploited to provide a single-lepton (electron or muon)
trigger. An example leading-order Feynman diagram, for
the case ofH þ Z production, is shown in Fig. 1. To reduce
the model dependence of the results, the analysis considers
a simplified model where the masses of the NLSP and LSP
and the lifetime of the NLSP are treated as independent
parameters.
In addition to the requirement of the lepton trigger,

selected events must have at least one photon candidate.
Events are divided into two orthogonal final states, with the
1γ final state requiring exactly one photon and the ≥ 2γ

final state requiring two or more photons. As detailed in
Sec. V, the analysis strategy exploits measures of photon
pointing and timing. The pointing information is used to
divide the selected events into five nonoverlapping catego-
ries with different signal-to-background ratios, while the
timing information provides the distribution for a like-
lihood fit used to search for the possible presence of signal
events.
The analysis exploits the expectation of significant Emiss

T
in signal events, due to the escaping LSPs, as well as any
neutrinos produced in the leptonic decays of the associated
system. In addition, the signal would produce delayed
photons, which would have a positive value for their time of

arrival at the EM calorimeter, whereas prompt backgrounds
have time distributions centered at zero. The analysis
therefore performs the signal search utilizing a signal
region (SR) defined by requiring high Emiss

T and tγ > 0.
The data-driven background estimate is determined using a
control region (CR) with low values of Emiss

T . The back-
ground estimate is validated using two different validation
regions (VRs): the first requires intermediate values of Emiss

T
and is denoted by VRðEmiss

T Þ, while the second, denoted by
VRðtÞ, imposes the same Emiss

T requirement as the SR but
reverses the timing requirement by requiring tγ < 0. By
construction, the various regions are mutually exclusive,
and any signal contamination of the CR, VRðEmiss

T Þ and
VRðtÞ data samples can be safely neglected. The develop-
ment of the background modeling using the CR, and its
validation using the VRs, were finalized before the data in
the SR were unblinded and the final results obtained.

II. ATLAS DETECTOR

The ATLAS detector [23] at the LHC covers nearly the
entire solid angle around the collision point.1 It consists of
an inner tracking detector surrounded by a thin super-
conducting solenoid, electromagnetic and hadron

FIG. 1. Example Feynman diagram of the signal model, with a
Higgs boson produced in association with a Z boson. The Higgs
boson decays into a pair of electrically neutral NLSP particles
which are long-lived, each of which then decays into a photon
and an LSP. The Z boson decays into a charged-lepton pair
(electrons or muons).

1ATLAS uses a right-handed coordinate system with its
origin at the nominal interaction point (IP) in the center of the
detector and the z axis along the beam pipe. The x axis points
from the IP to the center of the LHC ring, and the y axis points
upward. Cylindrical coordinates ðr;ϕÞ are used in the transverse
plane, ϕ being the azimuthal angle around the z axis. The
pseudorapidity is defined in terms of the polar angle θ as
η ¼ − ln tanðθ=2Þ. Angular distance is measured in units of
ΔR≡

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi

ðΔηÞ2 þ ðΔϕÞ2
p

.
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calorimeters, and a muon spectrometer incorporating three
large superconducting air-core toroidal magnets.
The inner-detector system (ID) is immersed in a 2 Taxial

magnetic field and provides charged-particle tracking in the
range jηj< 2.5. The high-granularity silicon pixel detector
covers the vertex region and typically provides four
measurements per track, the first hit normally being in
the insertable B layer installed before run 2 [24,25]. It is
followed by the silicon microstrip tracker, which usually
provides eight measurements per track. These silicon
detectors are complemented by the transition radiation
tracker (TRT), which enables radially extended track
reconstruction up to jηj ¼ 2.0. The TRT also provides
electron identification information based on the fraction of
hits (typically 30 in total) above a higher energy-deposit
threshold corresponding to transition radiation.
The calorimeter system covers the pseudorapidity range

jηj < 4.9. Within the region jηj< 3.2, electromagnetic
(EM) calorimetry is provided by barrel (EMB) and end
cap (EMEC) high-granularity lead/liquid-argon (LAr) cal-
orimeters, with an additional thin LAr presampler covering
jηj < 1.8 to correct for energy loss in material upstream of
the calorimeters. Hadron calorimetry is provided by the
steel/scintillator-tile calorimeter, segmented into three bar-
rel structures within jηj< 1.7, and two copper/LAr hadron
end cap calorimeters. The solid angle coverage is com-
pleted with forward copper/LAr and tungsten/LAr calo-
rimeter modules, optimized for electromagnetic and
hadronic energy measurements, respectively. The abilities
of the LAr EM calorimeter to measure the flight direction
and the arrival time of photons, which are key to this
analysis, are described in detail in Sec. IV.
The muon spectrometer (MS) comprises separate trigger

and high-precision tracking chambers measuring the
deflection of muons in a magnetic field generated by the
superconducting air-core toroidal magnets. The field inte-
gral of the toroids ranges between 2.0 and 6.0 T m across
most of the detector. Three layers of precision chambers,
each consisting of layers of monitored drift tubes, covers
the region jηj < 2.7, complemented by cathode-strip cham-
bers in the forward region, where the background is
highest. The muon trigger system covers the range jηj <
2.4 with resistive-plate chambers in the barrel and thin-gap
chambers in the end cap regions.
Events of interest are selected by the first-level trigger

system implemented in custom hardware, followed by
selections made by algorithms implemented in software
in the high-level trigger [26]. The first-level trigger accepts
events from the 40 MHz bunch crossings at a rate below
100 kHz, which the high-level trigger further reduces in
order to record events to disk at about 1 kHz.
An extensive software suite [27] is used in the

reconstruction and analysis of real and simulated data, in
detector operations, and in the trigger and data acquisition
systems of the experiment.

III. DATA AND MONTE CARLO SAMPLES

This analysis uses a dataset of
ffiffiffi

s
p ¼ 13 TeV pp

collisions recorded by the ATLAS detector from 2015 to
2018, corresponding to the full run 2 period of the LHC.
Signal events with a Higgs boson produced in association
with a Z boson were collected using the unprescaled single-
electron and single-muon triggers [28,29] with the lowest
transverse momentum threshold for the electron or muon.
After data quality requirements [30] are applied to ensure
that all detector components were in good working con-
dition, the dataset corresponds to an integrated luminosity
of 139.0� 2.4 fb−1 [31,32]. The mean number of inter-
actions per bunch crossing (“pileup”) during run 2
was hμi ¼ 33.7.
No SM background Monte Carlo (MC) simulation sam-

ples are needed, since the analysis uses a fully data-driven
background estimation procedure. To study the signal, MC
samples for the ZH production process were generated at
leading order (LO) usingMadGraph5_aMC@NLO2.6.2 [33], with
a Higgs bosonmass of 125 GeV, and normalized to the cross
sections reported in Ref. [34]. The generated events were
interfaced to PYTHIA 8 [35] to simulate subsequent decays of
the Higgs boson and supersymmetric particles in the signal
model and also the parton showering. The A14 set of tuned
parameters [36] and the NNPDF2.3LO PDF set [37] were used
in the event generation. The signal model MC events were
passed through a Geant4 [38] simulation of the ATLAS
detector [39] and reconstructed with the same software
[27] as used for the data. The generation of the simulated
event samples includes the effect of pileup, both within the
same bunch crossing as well as in bunch crossings before or
after the one containing the hard interaction. Events in the
simulation are weighted in order to reproduce the amount of
pileup observed in the run 2 data-taking period.
The final state and kinematics of the Higgs boson decay

depend on the masses of the NLSP and LSP, in addition to
the lifetime of the NLSP. The signal generation was
implemented with the χ̃0

1
as the NLSP and the χ̃0

2
as the

LSP, but the NLSP and LSP masses and NLSP lifetime
were treated as free parameters. Therefore, GMSB signal
models were generated in a three-dimensional grid. The
grid of MC signal models was constructed with NLSP
masses from 30 up to 60 GeV, near the kinematic limit
enforced by the Higgs boson mass. For each value of NLSP
mass, LSP masses from 0.5 GeV up to a value of mNLSP −

10 GeV were considered. Given the typical step size of
10 GeV used for both the NLSP and LSP masses, a total of
18 different (mNLSP, mLSP) pairs were simulated for a given
value of NLSP lifetime. For each set of NLSP and LSP
mass values, at least two different NLSP lifetimes, typically
2 and 10 ns, were simulated. Results can be generalized to
other lifetime values by appropriately reweighting the
samples of simulated events.
Some cross-checks of detector performance utilize MC

samples of Z → ee events and events with radiative
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Z → llγ decays, with ll designating an opposite-sign
same-flavor lepton (electron or muon) pair. The photon
time resolution is not modeled accurately in the MC
simulation, which underestimates the time resolution
observed in data. Therefore, additional smearing is applied
to the photon times as simulated in the MC signal events. In
addition to a contribution applied independently to each
photon, the additional smearing includes a correlated event-
level contribution to account for the impact of the spread of
the actual pp collision times, which results from the
longitudinal profiles of the colliding proton bunches along
the LHC beam line. The combined smearing contributions
are tuned to match the timing performance observed for
electrons in data because, due to their similar EM shower
development, electrons and photons have similar timing
performance. The correlated and uncorrelated contributions
to the time measurement are deconvolved by studying the
times of electron-positron pairs in Z → ee events.

IV. PHOTON POINTING AND TIMING

MEASUREMENTS

Photons produced in the decays of long-lived NLSPs can
be nonpointing, delayed, or both. This analysis is made
possible by the capability of the LAr EM calorimeters to
perform precise measurements of the pointing and timing
of EM objects, and in particular photons, as discussed in
more detail below. The measurements of pointing and
timing are almost completely uncorrelated for prompt
backgrounds. The lack of correlation results from the fact
that, as described below, the pointing measurement uses
the spread of the EM shower to precisely measure its
centroids in the first two layers in the EM calorimeter,
while the timing measurement uses the time reconstructed
from the pulse shape of only the second-layer cell with
the maximum energy deposit. In contrast, these measure-
ments would be correlated for a photon that is produced
in the decay of a heavy NLSP. Using both variables
therefore provides a powerful way to separate signal from
background.

A. Pointing measurements

For jηj< 2.5, the LAr EM calorimeter is segmented
into three layers in depth that can be used to measure the
longitudinal profile of the shower. The first layer uses
highly granular “strips” segmented in the η direction,
with a typical transverse segmentation of Δη × Δϕ ¼
0.003 × 0.1, designed to allow efficient discrimination
between single-photon showers and two overlapping
showers from the decay of a π0 meson. The second layer
has a typical transverse segmentation of Δη × Δϕ ¼
0.025 × 0.025 and collects most of the energy deposited
in the calorimeter by EM showers initiated by electrons or
photons. Very high-energy EM showers can leave signifi-
cant energy deposits in the third layer, which serves as a

“tail catcher” and which can also be used to correct for
energy leakage beyond the EM calorimeter.
By precisely measuring the centroids of the EM shower

in the first and second EM calorimeter layers, the flight
direction of photons can be determined, from which one
can calculate the value of zγ , defined as the z coordinate of
the extrapolation of the line through these centroids in the
z-r plane back to the beam line (x ¼ y ¼ 0). The angular
resolution of the EM calorimeter’s measurement of the
flight direction of prompt photons is about 60 mrad=

ffiffiffiffi

E
p

,
where E is the photon energy in GeV. This angular
resolution corresponds to a resolution in zγ of about
15 mm for prompt photons with energies in the range of
50–100 GeV in the EM barrel calorimeter. Given the
geometry, the zγ resolution is worse for photons recon-
structed in the end cap calorimeters.
This analysis uses the measurement of the photon

flight direction to search for photons that do not point
back to the PV. The pointing variable used in the analysis is
Δzγ ¼ zγ − zPV, with zPV being the z coordinate of the PV
of the event, selected as described in Sec. V B. Given that
zPV is measured with high precision using the tracker, the
Δzγ resolution is essentially equivalent to the resolution
in zγ .
While the geometry of the EM calorimeter is optimized

for detecting particles that point back to near the nominal
interaction point at the center of the detector (i.e.
x ¼ y ¼ z ¼ 0), the fine segmentation allows good point-
ing performance to be achieved over a wide range of photon
impact angles. Using a sample of electrons from Z → ee
events, the calorimeter pointing performance is validated in
data by using the finite spread of the pp collision region
along the z axis. The pointing resolution degrades gradually
with increasing jΔzγj (see Fig. 1 in Ref. [20]). The Geant4-
based simulation of the ATLAS detector shows good
agreement with the resolution observed in data over the
range of jΔzγj values (up to about 200 mm) that can be
accessed in data. This gives confidence in the ability of the
MC simulation to estimate the resolution at the larger jΔzγj
values characteristic of signal photons. The resolution
remains much smaller than jΔzγj in the full region where
the signal is expected. The studies also show similar
pointing performance for photons and electrons, as
expected given their similar EM shower development.

B. Timing measurements

Photons from long-lived NLSP decays would reach the
LAr calorimeter with a slight delay compared to prompt
photons produced directly in the hard scattering. This delay
results mostly from the flight time of the heavy NLSP,
which would have a distribution of relativistic speed
(β ¼ v=c) that typically peaks near 0.9 and has a tail to
much lower values. In addition, the opening angle in the
NLSP decay, which causes the photon to be nonpointing,

G. AAD et al. PHYS. REV. D 108, 032016 (2023)
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results in the geometrical path to the calorimeter being
longer than that for a prompt photon from the PV.
The EM calorimeter, with its novel “accordion” design,

and its readout, which incorporates fast shaping, has
excellent time resolution. Test-beam measurements [40]
of individual EMB calorimeter modules demonstrated a
time resolution of ≈100 ps in response to high-energy
electrons. In situ calibration tests in the ATLAS cavern
show a time resolution of ≈70 ps [41], limited not by the
calorimeter but by the jitter of the calibration pulse
injection system. To avoid that the electronic readout
significantly degrades the intrinsic timing performance of
the calorimeter, quality-control tests during production of
the electronics required the clock jitter on the LAr readout
boards to be less than 20 ps, with typical values of
10 ps [42].
During the run 2 period from 2015 to 2018, the hardware

configuration of the readout of the various LAr channels
was adjusted such that the channels were synchronized
online within a uniformity of order 1 ns. While this level of
precision is sufficient for the trigger system to correctly
identify the bunch crossing corresponding to a particular
event of interest, a dedicated calibration for each channel is
applied offline to improve the time resolution significantly
for EM clusters. The time calibration is based on a large
sample of W → eν events and is performed with zero
defined as the expected value for a prompt electron from the
PV of the hard collision. The time calibration includes
corrections for the dependence of the time measurement on
energy, crosstalk, flight path from the PV, collision con-
ditions, and the behavior of individual channels.
The LAr energy and time for each calorimeter cell are

reconstructed by applying the optimal filtering algorithm
[43] to the set of four samples of the signal shape read out
for each calorimeter channel, with successive samples of
the waveform separated by 25 ns. More specifically, the
deposited energy per cell and the time of the deposition are
calculated using appropriately weighted linear combina-
tions of the set of samples of the waveform:

E ¼
X

3

i¼0

aiSi and t ¼ 1

E

X

3

i¼0

biSi;

where Si denotes the four samples of the signal waveform.
The parameters ai and bi are the optimal filter coefficients,
the values of which are calculated, knowing the pulse shape
and noise autocorrelation matrix, to deliver the best energy
and time resolutions.
For this analysis, the arrival time of an EM object is

measured using the second-layer EM calorimeter cell with
the largest energy deposit among cells in the associated EM
cluster (Ecell). For the EM shower of an electron or photon
with an energy in the range of interest, this cell typically
contains about 20%–50% of the total energy deposited in
the EM shower.

To cover the full dynamic range of physics signals of
interest, the ATLAS LAr calorimeter readout boards [42]
employ three overlapping linear gain scales, dubbed high,
medium and low, where the relative gain is reduced by a
factor of about 10 for each successive scale. For a given
event, any individual LAr readout channel is digitized using
the gain scale that provides optimal energy resolution,
given the energy deposited in that calorimeter cell. The
calibration of the time is determined separately for high and
medium gain for each channel. The number of electron
candidates from the W → eν sample digitized using low
gain, typically those with energies above about 200 GeV, is
insufficient to obtain statistically precise results for the
calibration constants. Therefore, the analysis requires that
selected photons be digitized using either high or medium
gain, which has a negligible impact on the signal efficiency
for this analysis.
An independent sample of Z → ee events is used to

validate the time calibration and determine the resolution
that is obtained by performing Gaussian fits to the time
distributions in bins of cell energy. Figure 2 shows the time
resolution for high and medium gain cells with jηj < 0.4, as
a function of Ecell, the energy in the second-layer calo-
rimeter cell used to calculate the time for the sample of
Z → ee events. Similar results are obtained over the full
coverage of the EM calorimeter.
The time resolution σðtÞ is expected to follow the form

σðtÞ ¼ p0=Ecell ⊕ p1, where Ecell is the cell energy, ⊕
denotes addition in quadrature, and the fit parameters p0

and p1 are the coefficients of the so-called noise term and
constant term, respectively. Superimposed on Fig. 2 are the

FIG. 2. Time resolution obtained with the LAr EM calorimeter
as a function of Ecell, the energy in the second-layer cell with the
largest energy deposit. The solid lines show the results of fitting
the expected form, namely σðtÞ ¼ p0=Ecell ⊕ p1, to the data
points. The results shown are obtained using Z → ee events
recorded in 2018, for electrons in the EMB calorimeter with
jηj < 0.4, and for both the high and medium gain readout scales.
Similar results are obtained over the full run 2 dataset and for the
full coverage of the EM calorimeter.
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results of fits to this expected form of the time resolution
function. The fits yield values of p1, which gives the time
resolution in the limit of large energy deposits, of 208
(217) ps for high (medium) gain. The slightly poorer
resolution for medium gain is due to limited event yields
in the W → eν sample used to determine the time calibra-
tion constants. By examining the timing distributions of the
two electrons in Z → ee candidate events, the time mea-
surements are observed to include a correlated contribution
of ≈190 ps, which, for a given PV position, agrees well
with the expected distribution of collision times due to the
longitudinal spread of the proton bunches along the LHC
beam line. Assuming this contribution to the time reso-
lution to be uncorrelated with the LAr contributions implies
the LAr contributions are ∼50–150 ps, depending on jηj,
demonstrating that the offline calibration achieves an in situ
time resolution comparable to that achieved in the more
constrained test beam measurements [40]. There is only a
modest variation in time resolution over the ranges of
photon energies considered since, as described in Sec. V C
(see Table I), selected photons in the analysis are required
to have Ecell > 7 GeV.
The signal timing templates are constructed using the

timing variable of the simulated signal samples. Additional
resolution uncertainties are assigned to cover the observed
discrepancy between radiative Z → llγ events in data and
those from MC simulation. The photon timing resolution
uncertainty is implemented in the likelihood function (see
Sec. VII for details) such that the effects in the timing
distribution are correlated between pointing categories.
Uncertainties accounting for fluctuations in the statistically
limited signal MC samples are also included in the like-
lihood function.

V. EVENT SELECTION

The requirements applied in the selection of various
physics objects in the event are described below, followed
by the selection of events and the optimization of these
selections.

A. Object selection

The reconstruction and identification of electrons and
photons are described in Ref. [44]. Shape variables com-
puted from the lateral and longitudinal energy profiles of
the EM showers in the calorimeter are used to identify
photons and electrons and to distinguish them from
backgrounds.
Photons are required to satisfy pT > 10 GeV and

jηj < 2.37, excluding the region 1.37< jηj < 1.52, which
corresponds to the transition region between the EMB and
EMEC calorimeters. In addition, to reduce the probability
of jets being misidentified as photons, photons must satisfy
both calorimeter-based and track-based isolation require-
ments. The calorimeter isolation variable is defined as the
energy of EM calorimeter-cell clusters in a cone of size
ΔR ¼ 0.2 around the photon candidate, excluding a fixed
window containing most of the photon shower. Corrections
accounting for photon energy leakage from this window
into the surrounding cone, for pileup, and for the under-
lying event are applied [44]. The calorimeter isolation is
required to be less than 6.5% of the photon’s transverse
energy. The track-based isolation variable is defined as the
scalar sum of the pT of all tracks with pT > 1 GeV within
ΔR ¼ 0.2 of the photon candidate. The track isolation
variable is required to be less than 5% of the photon’s
transverse energy.
A set of photon selection criteria, designed for high

efficiency and modest background rejection, defines the so-
called loose photon identification used in this analysis. The
loose photon identification does not impose requirements
on the EM shower shape in the first (strips) layer of the EM
calorimeter and uses only variables that describe the shower
shape in the second layer of the EM calorimeter and
leakage into the hadronic calorimeter. The loose photon
identification thereby minimizes the bias against identifi-
cation of nonpointing photons. Figure 3 shows the loose
photon identification efficiency as a function of jΔzγj, with
the simulated results for the signal photons from this
analysis superimposed on data and MC results for SM

TABLE I. Optimized requirements defining the low-Δm and high-Δm SR selections, as well as the corresponding CRs and VRs. Also
included are the optimized binnings for photon pointing and timing for both the 1γ and ≥ 2γ channels.

Low-Δm selection High-Δm selection

(Δm ¼ 10 GeV) (Δm> 10 GeV)

Parameter CR VRðEmiss
T Þ VRðtÞ SR CR VRðEmiss

T Þ VRðtÞ SR

Ecell >7 >10

Emiss
T <30 30–50 >80 >80 <30 30–50 >50 >50

tγ >0 >0 <0 >0 >0 >0 <0 >0

jΔzγ j bins [mm] [0, 50, 100, 200, 300, 2000]
jtγ j bins [ns]
1γ channel [0, 0.2, 0.4, 0.6, 0.8, 1.0, 1.5, 12.0]
≥ 2γ channel [0, 0.2, 0.4, 0.6, 0.8, 1.0, 12.0]
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Z → llγ events. For the Z → llγ events, jΔzγj is mea-
sured from the center of the detector (z ¼ 0), exploiting the
spread of pp collisions along the beam line. The radiative
Z → llγ sample is selected by requiring events to have a
photon plus two same-flavor opposite-sign leptons (electrons
ormuons),withmðllγÞ beingwithin 10GeVof the knownZ
boson mass, and the dilepton invariant mass being less than
83 GeV. To reduce the impact of electrons being misidenti-
fied as photons, candidate events in the Z → eeγ sample are
vetoed if the invariantmass of either eγ pair is consistentwith
the Z boson mass. The Z → llγ selection results in a very
pure sample of photons, from which the efficiency of
applying the loose photon identification requirement is
measured after removing the remaining background compo-
nent using a template fit to thellγ invariantmass distribution
[45]. As seen in Fig. 3, the loose photon identification
efficiency is very high and quite constant within the beam
spot (jΔzγj less than about 200 mm), and the results for the
various samples are in good agreement, providing confi-
dence in the use of MC simulation to estimate the identi-
fication efficiency for signal photons at higher jΔzγj values.
As shown, the efficiency decreases gradually for photons
produced further from the center of the detector. To cover
potential mismodeling of the efficiency drop in the high
pointing region, photon identification uncertainty is intro-
duced and discussed in Sec. VII B.
Some studies in this analysis use the medium photon

working point, which adds a requirement on one shower
shape variable in the strips layer in order to increase the
photon purity at the cost of some decrease in efficiency.
Detailed descriptions of both the loose and medium photon
identification criteria can be found in Ref. [44].
Electrons are reconstructed by matching tracks in the ID

to topological clusters of calorimeter cells formed using the

same dynamical, topological cell-clustering algorithm as in
the photon reconstruction [44]. Electron candidates are
required to have pT > 10 GeV and jηj< 2.47 and must
satisfy a medium electron identification selection based on
a likelihood discriminant using calorimeter shower shapes
and track parameters [44]. Isolation criteria using calorim-
eter- and track-based information are applied to electrons.
The reconstructed track matched to the electron candidate
must be consistent with the PV position: its longitudinal
impact parameter z0 relative to the PV is required to satisfy
jz0 sin θj< 0.5 mm. In addition, the electron track’s trans-
verse impact parameter with respect to the beam axis
divided by its uncertainty, jd0j=σðd0Þ, must be less than 5.
Muons are reconstructed by matching tracks from the

MS and ID subsystems. Muons in the range 2.5< jηj< 2.7
without an ID track but whose MS track is compatible with
the interaction point are also considered. Muon candidates
are required to have pT > 10 GeV and jηj < 2.7 and must
satisfy the medium muon identification requirements [46].
Muons are required to satisfy calorimeter- and track-
based isolation requirements [46] that are 95%–97%
efficient for muons with pT ∈ ½10; 60� GeV and 99%
efficient for pT > 60 GeV. Muon tracks must satisfy
jz0 sin θj< 0.5 mm and jd0j=σðd0Þ< 3. Finally, τ leptons
are required to have at least 20 GeVof pT and to lie within
jηj < 1.37 or 1.52< jηj< 2.5.
Jets are used only indirectly in the analysis, through an

overlap removal procedure and corrections to the calcu-
lation of Emiss

T . Jets are reconstructed by applying a particle-
flow algorithm [47] to noise-suppressed positive-energy
topological clusters [48] of calorimeter cells from the anti-
kt algorithm [49,50] with radius parameter R ¼ 0.4. Jets
must have pT > 25 GeV and jyj< 4.4. A jet-vertex-tagger
multivariate discriminant [51] is applied to jets with pT <
60 GeV and jηj< 2.4 to suppress jets from pileup.
An overlap removal procedure is performed in order to

avoid double counting of objects. First, electrons over-
lapping with photons within ΔR < 0.4 are removed. Jets
overlapping with photons (ΔR < 0.4) and electrons
(ΔR < 0.2) are removed. Electrons overlapping with the
remaining jets (ΔR < 0.4) are removed, to match the
requirements imposed when measuring isolated electron
efficiencies. Finally, muons overlapping with photons or
jets (ΔR < 0.4) are removed.
The value of Emiss

T is defined as the magnitude of the
negative vector sum of the transverse momenta of the
selected photons, electrons, muons and jets, as well as
the transverse momenta of remaining low-pT particles,
estimated using tracks matched to the PV but not to any of
the selected objects [52].

B. Event selection

Selected events are required to have a candidate PV for
the hard scatter, reconstructed from at least two charged
tracks, each with pT > 500 MeV. If multiple vertices are
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FIG. 3. The loose photon identification efficiency, shown as a
function of jΔzγj, for photons with transverse momentum in the
range 10–100 GeVand with Ecell > 7 GeV. The simulated results
for signal photons from long-lived particle decays in this analysis
are overlaid with data and MC results for SM Z → llγ events.
For the Z → llγ events, jΔzγ j is measured from the center of the
detector (z ¼ 0), exploiting the spread of pp collisions along the
beam line.
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reconstructed, the PV is selected as the one with the largest
sum of the p2

T values of the associated tracks.
Events are required to pass the lowest unprescaled

single-lepton (electron or muon) trigger. For data taken
in 2015, the electron (muon) trigger required the lepton to
satisfy pT > 24ð20Þ GeV. For 2016–2018, these kinematic
requirements on the trigger leptons were both increased
to pT > 26 GeV. The offline event selection required at
least one electron or muon, with pT > 27 GeV, satisfying
medium identification, and matching the trigger lepton.
Triggered events are subject to a common set of

preselection requirements. In addition to the lepton require-
ment above, selected events are required to have at least one
photon candidate with pT > 10 GeV and satisfying loose
photon identification.
To reject events with an electron misreconstructed

as a photon, events with an electron are rejected if the
invariant mass of the electron-photon pair satisfies
jmeγ −mZj< 15 GeV.
To suppress photons from earlier or later bunch cross-

ings, photons are required to have measured arrival times at
the LAr calorimeter of jtγj< 12 ns.

C. Analysis strategy and optimization

Due to their different signal-to-background ratios, the 1γ
and ≥ 2γ final states are treated separately in the analysis.
The ≥ 2γ final state has lower background, and higher
sensitivity for smaller values of the NLSP lifetime, for
which there is a significant probability for both NLSPs to
decay before reaching the EM calorimeter. The use of the
1γ final state recovers sensitivity for events where one
photon is missed or where one NLSP decays beyond the
boundaries of the ID.
For all selected events, the final statistical analysis uses

the pointing and timing measurements of only one photon.
Since the Δzγ distribution should be symmetric for both
signal and background, the pointing distribution is folded
by taking jΔzγj as the variable of interest instead of Δzγ
itself. The inputs to the statistical analysis are therefore the
values of jΔzγj and tγ measured for the photon selected in
each event. Given the fact that, due to geometry, the
pointing resolution along the z axis is better for EMB
photons than for EMEC photons, the photon selected for
the statistical analysis must be detected in the EMB. Thus,
1γ events must have their single photon in the EMB. For
≥ 2γ events, at least one photon must be in the EMB; for
events with more than one EMB photon, the highest-ET
EMB photon is selected for the statistical analysis.
A study was performed in order to optimize the SR

definition across the two-dimensional signal grid of NLSP
and LSP masses. The kinematic distributions of the signal
have a significant dependence on the value of the mass
splitting, Δm ¼ mNLSP −mLSP. Higher values of Δm
typically lead to production of higher-energy photons
and to more modest values of Emiss

T . In contrast, lower

Δm leads to lower photon energies and higher values of
Emiss
T . The optimization study revealed that close-to-optimal

results can be achieved across the entire signal grid by the
definition of two different SR selections: the low-Δm SR
selection is applied to signal models with Δm ¼ 10 GeV
and the high-Δm SR selection is applied to signal models
with Δm> 10 GeV. The definitions of the two SR selec-
tions, which include different requirements on Ecell and
Emiss
T , are summarized in Table I, along with definitions of

the corresponding CRs and VRs.
While exploring the optimal SR selections, the optimi-

zation procedure also examined how to best choose the
number of bins and locations of the corresponding bin
edges for both the photon pointing and timing variables.
Considerations included maximizing the sensitivity while
avoiding any empty bins in the required background
templates constructed from CR data. The binning optimi-
zation was performed separately for the 1γ and ≥ 2γ final
states. The results led to the choice of a common pointing
binning, with a total of five pointing categories.
Optimization of the timing binning led to seven (six) bins
for the 1γ (≥ 2γ) final state, the difference being mostly due
to the lower CR event yields for the ≥ 2γ channel. The bin
definitions are included in Table I.
The signal acceptance is about 22% (10%) for signal

models with an NLSP lifetime of 2 (10) ns, where the
acceptance is defined as the fraction of simulated signal
events passing the trigger and having at least one lepton and
at least one photon reconstructed in the final state. The
lower acceptance for higher NLSP lifetimes is expected, as
more NLSP decays occur outside the ATLAS ID and their
decay photons are not captured by the EM calorimeter. The
signal efficiency is around 40% for all the signal models,
defined as the fraction of simulated signal events within the
signal acceptance that pass the SR selection requirements.

VI. BACKGROUND ESTIMATION

The background is expected to be completely dominated
by pp collision events, with possible backgrounds due to
cosmic rays, beam-halo events, or other noncollision
processes being negligible. The source of the loose photons
in background events contributing to the selected sample is
expected to be either a prompt photon, an electron mis-
identified as a photon, or a jet misidentified as a photon. In
each case, the object providing the loose photon signature
is prompt and originates from the PV.
The pointing and timing distributions expected for the

background sources are determined entirely using control
samples in data. This avoids a reliance on the precise MC
simulation of the pointing and timing performance for the
backgrounds and especially of the tails of their jΔzγj and tγ
distributions. Additionally, using data samples naturally
accounts for the influence of pileup, the possibility of
selecting the wrong PV, and any instrumental or other
effects that might influence the background measurements.
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It is known [20] that the measured jΔzγj and tγ
distributions of genuine photons are narrower than those
of other physics objects (particularly jets) that are mis-
reconstructed as photons. The jΔzγj distribution is particu-
larly sensitive to the background composition, since it
depends on details of the EM shower development.
Consequently, the statistical analysis (see Sec. VIII) uses
the jΔzγj value only to separate the events into mutually
independent pointing categories and implements the nor-
malization of the background in each pointing category as
an independent, unconstrained nuisance parameter.
Therefore, the fitting procedure eliminates the need to
model the pointing distribution of the background and
reduces the background modeling issue to one of determin-
ing the shape of the background timing template.
Variations of the shape of the background tγ distribution

are explored by dividing the CR data into a genuine-photon
enriched sample and a fake-photon enriched sample. The
actual purities of the individual samples do not need to be
known; they just need to be different from each other, so
that the total background timing template can then be
constructed as a linear combination of the timing templates
from these two samples.
The sample of events from the CR is divided into

mutually exclusive subsamples according to whether or
not the photon passes an identification requirement (typ-
ically either the medium or tight definitions given in
Ref. [44]) that is more stringent than the loose identification
used to define the overall CR. The photons that fail the
more stringent identification are used to form the fake-
photon enriched sample, while those that pass it are put in
the genuine-photon enriched sample. To increase the event
yield, the genuine-photon enriched control sample also
includes photons from the radiative Z → llγ decay
sample.
As discussed earlier, the time resolution depends on Ecell,

the energy deposited in the second-layer cell of the EM
calorimeter that is used to measure the arrival time of the

photon. To mitigate any potential discrepancy between the
CR and SR timing shapes that arises from kinematic
differences, a reweighting procedure is applied to the
control samples so that the photon Ecell distribution in
the CR after reweighting is the same as that in the SR.
Due to imperfections in calibrations, limited event

yields, or other effects, the photon timing distributions
in the data can have small nonzero mean values, at the level
of up to a few tens of picoseconds. Before constructing the
final background timing templates, the means are deter-
mined by fitting the timing distributions, which are then
shifted to eliminate any small residual nonzero mean
values. To avoid any bias being introduced by possible
signal contributions, the fits are restricted to the core of the
timing distributions.
Figure 4 shows the unit-normalized shapes of the

pointing and timing distributions for the inclusive genu-
ine-photon enriched and fake-photon enriched samples.
Superimposed are the distributions for selected signal
models.
The timing templates are derived separately in each of

the pointing categories. In general, the fraction of the
genuine-photon enriched template in the linear combina-
tion is a free nuisance parameter in the likelihood function
and can be determined when fitting to data. In two of the
pointing categories, the shapes of the timing distributions
for the genuine-photon enriched and fake-photon enriched
samples are found to be statistically consistent according to
a Kolmogorov-Smirnov test, so the fit cannot obtain a well-
determined value for the nuisance parameter. For these two
pointing categories, the genuine-photon enriched and fake-
photon enriched template fractions are each set to a
constant value of 0.5, to exploit the statistical power
obtained by combining the two samples.

VII. SYSTEMATIC UNCERTAINTIES

Systematic uncertainties affecting the search are pri-
marily experimental. Theoretical uncertainties are also

FIG. 4. Photon pointing (Δzγ) and timing (tγ) distributions for the genuine-photon enriched and fake-photon enriched samples.
Superimposed are the expected distributions for selected signal models. The signal models are labeled by the values of their NLSP and
LSP masses (mNLSP and mLSP in GeV) and NLSP lifetime (τ in nanoseconds).

SEARCH FOR DISPLACED PHOTONS PRODUCED IN EXOTIC … PHYS. REV. D 108, 032016 (2023)

032016-9



relevant, when the search result is interpreted to yield a
constraint on the decay of the Higgs boson into long-lived
particles.
In the statistical analysis, the background normalization

for each jΔzγj category is determined using an independent
nuisance parameter. Therefore, it is not necessary to
include systematic uncertainties for the background’s
normalization or its shape in the variable jΔzγj. The various
systematic uncertainties relevant for this analysis can be
divided into two categories: so-called “flat” uncertainties
are not a function of jΔzγj or tγ and affect only the overall
signal yield, while “shape” uncertainties are those that are
related to the shapes of the unit-normalized jΔzγj and tγ
distributions for signal or to the shape of the background tγ
template.
The various systematic uncertainties are outlined below.

However, their impact on the limits is very minor, and the
results of the analysis are dominated by the statistical
uncertainties. Implementing the full set of systematic
uncertainties degrades the sensitivity, as measured by the
expected 95% C.L. limits on the branching ratio
BðH → NLSP NLSPÞ, by only about 5% compared to
the results obtained with only statistical uncertainties
considered.

A. Signal normalization uncertainties

Theoretical uncertainties of the signal model arise from
the fact that the Higgs boson production processes are
calculated at LO in QCD, from uncertainties in the value
of the strong coupling constant αs, and from the choice of
parton distribution functions. While the cross sections of
the Higgs boson production processes are normalized to the
best available theoretical calculations [34], the missing
higher-order QCD calculations in the event generation may
lead to a potential mismodeling of signal efficiency. Such
uncertainties are estimated by varying the factorization and
renormalization scales used in the event generation sepa-
rately by factors of 0.5 and 2.0 relative to their nominal
values, and the uncertainty is taken as the maximum
difference between the yields obtained with the nominal
scales and the different variations. In addition, the variation
in signal selection efficiency due to the choice of PDF sets
in the event generation is also estimated. The total com-
bined theoretical uncertainty in the signal yield reaches
about 17% and is included as a single nuisance parameter in
the fit.
Examples of instrumental systematic uncertainties which

affect the overall signal yield include uncertainties in
photon and lepton reconstruction and identification effi-
ciencies, reconstruction of Emiss

T , and the integrated lumi-
nosity measurement. The uncertainty in the integrated
luminosity is 1.7%, evaluated using the methodology
described in Ref. [31]. The photon identification efficiency
is studied using a sample of photons from radiative Z →

llγ decays, selected as described in Sec. VI. The efficiency

of the loose identification is around 95% for
pTðγÞ ≈ 20 GeV, increasing gradually to about 99% for
pTðγÞ > 60 GeV. The measured efficiency in data is well
reproduced in MC simulations.
Summing the instrumental uncertainties in quadrature

yields a small total uncertainty in the signal yield, up to a
few percent. These uncertainties are incorporated into the
likelihood model as a single nuisance parameter scaling the
signal yields uniformly across the ten pointing categories,
where the magnitude of the uncertainty is calculated
separately for the 1γ and ≥ 2γ channels.

B. Signal shape systematic uncertainties

Uncertainties in photon timing and pointing measure-
ments, the identification efficiency for photons with large
pointing values, as well as the timing templates, affect the
distribution of relative event yields between timing bins in
different pointing categories. These uncertainties therefore
affect the shapes of the signal distributions and are
incorporated into the likelihood model such that varying
their corresponding nuisance parameters introduces corre-
lated shape effects in the timing and pointing distributions.
For example, as shown in Fig. 3, the loose photon
identification requirements provide very high efficiency
for identifying photons, but that efficiency has a modest
dependence on jΔzγj, dropping by about 15% (5%) for the
highest jΔzγj bin for low (high) pTðγÞ values. To obtain a
conservative estimate of the uncertainty in identifying
nonprompt photons, the ratio of efficiency in each jΔzγj
category above 150 mm to the efficiency measured in data
for jΔzγj ¼ 100–150 mm is calculated. The deviation of
these ratio values from unity provides a binned relative
uncertainty in the photon identification efficiency that
increases as jΔzγj increases.

C. Background shape systematic uncertainties

Several types of systematic uncertainties are considered
for the shapes of the background timing distributions.
These include the bin-by-bin statistical uncertainties for both
the genuine-photon enriched and fake-photon enriched
templates to account for fluctuations in data control samples.
In addition, a shape uncertainty correlated between

timing bins within the same pointing category is introduced
to account for uncertainties arising from the choice of CR
samples for determining the genuine-photon enriched and
fake-photon enriched timing distributions. The uncertain-
ties are derived by comparing different choices for the
division of events into those two subsamples, namely by
requiring photons to pass the medium or the tight identi-
fication requirements in order to be included in the genuine-
photon enriched sample.
Finally, a background-only fit of the likelihood function

to the VRðtÞ data is performed. The VRðtÞ data have the
same requirements as the SR but with tγ < 0. This selection
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ensures negligible signal contamination and can therefore
be used to test the robustness of the background model. The
residual difference between data in the VRðtÞ region and
the fitted background is considered as a nonclosure
uncertainty for the background templates. While the non-
closure uncertainties are zero for most of the time bins, a
few have values up to about 40% of the background
uncertainty in that bin.

VIII. STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

Binned likelihood fits to data in the SR are performed to
test the background-only and signal-plus-background
hypotheses. The likelihood function is constructed by
simultaneously fitting the ten timing distributions to their
PDFs. The systematic uncertainties described in Sec. VII
are incorporated into the likelihood function as nuisance
parameters with Gaussian constraint PDFs. The back-
ground normalization and the background template admix-
ture in each pointing category are floating nuisance
parameters constrained by data.
A profile likelihood ratio is used to perform frequentist

hypothesis tests [53]. The p0 value, defined as the prob-
ability of statistical fluctuations making the background
distributions appear to contain at least as much signal

as the data distributions, is calculated for different signal
models.
Before applying the statistical analysis to the SR data, the

method and background model were validated by fitting to
the VRðEmiss

T Þ data. Since the background estimation
method essentially models the photon object property of
timing and does not depend on the event selection, the fits
to the VRðEmiss

T Þ photon sample, which is statistically
independent from the SR, provide a validation of the
method. As shown in Fig. 5, the VRðEmiss

T Þ data are well
described by a background-only fit, for both the high-Δm
and low-Δm selections. Further validation of the statistical
analysis included signal injection tests, in which varying
signal models and strengths were injected into the
VRðEmiss

T Þ data; in all cases, the fit correctly extracted
the strength of the injected signal.

IX. RESULTS

The postfit plots comparing the timing distributions of
the SR data and the estimated background in each pointing
category are shown in Figs. 6 and 7 for the high-Δm and
low-Δm selections, respectively. Superimposed on the
figures are the expected signal distributions for a few
example signal models. The data are in good agreement

FIG. 5. Timing distributions for VRðEmiss
T Þ data and the estimated background, as determined by a background-only fit. The upper

(lower) row shows the results for the high-Δm (low-Δm) selection. The fit for each selection is performed simultaneously across ten
timing distributions, namely the five pointing categories for each of the two final states (1γ and ≥ 2γ). For conciseness, the figures show
the sum of the data across all five pointing categories, compared with the sum of the background-only fits, with the left (right) figure
displaying the results for the 1γ (≥ 2γ) final state.
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FIG. 6. Timing distributions for SR data and the estimated background, as determined by the background-only fit, for the high-Δm
selection. The plots on the left (right) show the time distributions for each of the five pointing categories for the 1γ (≥ 2γ) final state. For
comparison, the expected timing shapes for a few different signal points are shown superimposed, with a signal normalization
corresponding to a value of BðH → NLSP NLSPÞ ¼ 20%. The signal models are labeled by their values of the NLSP and LSP masses
(in GeV) and NLSP lifetime (in nanoseconds).

G. AAD et al. PHYS. REV. D 108, 032016 (2023)

032016-12



FIG. 7. Timing distributions for SR data and the estimated background, as determined by the background-only fit, for the low-Δm
selection. The plots on the left (right) show the time distributions for each of the five pointing categories for the 1γ (≥ 2γ) final state. For
comparison, the expected timing shapes for a few different signal points are shown superimposed, with a signal normalization
corresponding to a value of BðH → NLSP NLSPÞ ¼ 20%. The signal models are labeled by their values of the NLSP and LSP masses
(in GeV) and NLSP lifetime (in nanoseconds).
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with the fitted background-only hypothesis in all categories
for both the high-Δm and low-Δm selections. No signifi-
cant excesses are observed, with the largest excess for any
signal model considered having a significance of about 1.2
standard deviations. Therefore, a modified frequentist C.L.s
method [54] is used to set 95% C.L. upper limits on
BðH→NLSP NLSPÞ, assuming that BðNLSP→ LSPþ γÞ
is equal to unity.
For a fixed NLSP lifetime, the limits are directly

obtained for the 18 simulated signal models, covering a two-
dimensional grid ofNLSPmasses ranging from30 to 60GeV
and LSP masses from 0.5 GeV to mNSLP − 10 GeV. For
visualization purposes, a bilinear interpolation between the
discrete signal points simulated for each fixed lifetime is
performed in order to obtain the 95% C.L. limits across
the full available range of NLSP and LSP masses. In the
high-Δm case, the interpolation is performed on a two-
dimensional grid ofmLSP versusmNLSP. The results for fixed
NLSP lifetimes of 2 and 10ns are shown inFig. 8.A selection

of contours corresponding to fixed values of the expected and
observed 95%C.L. upper limits onBðH → NLSP NLSPÞ is
superimposed on the ðmNLSP; mLSPÞ plane.
In the low-Δm case, the interpolation can only be

performed in one dimension, providing the 95% C.L. limit
versus the NLSP mass, since the LSP mass is fixed
according to the relation mNLSP −mLSP ¼ 10 GeV. The
observed and expected 95% C.L. BðH → NLSP NLSPÞ
upper limit curves for the low-Δm selection are shown in
Fig. 9 for NLSP lifetimes of 2 and 10 ns.
Examining the results in Figs. 8 and 9, there is a clear

dependence of the achieved limit on the signal mass
splitting, Δm. The most stringent constraints are achieved
toward the bottom right corner of Fig. 8, where 95% C.L.
upper limits on BðH → NLSP NLSPÞ of order 1% are
obtained. In that region of the signal mass grid, the mass
splitting between the NLSP and LSP is large, giving rise to
higher-energy photons and, therefore, higher photon accep-
tance and lower backgrounds. Moving from the bottom

30 35 40 45 50 55 60

 [GeV]NLSPm

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

 [
G

e
V

]
L

S
P

m

1

10

 N
L

S
P

 N
L

S
P

) 
[%

]
�

O
b

s
e

rv
e

d
 9

5
%

 C
.L

. 
L

im
it
 o

n
 B

(H
 

30 35 40 45 50 55 60

m

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

30 35 40 45 50 55 60
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

2%
5%

10%

Expected

Observed

ATLAS
-1 = 13 TeV, 139 fbs

 selectionm�High-

 = 2 ns�

30 35 40 45 50 55 60

 [GeV]NLSPm

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

 [
G

e
V

]
L

S
P

m

1

10  N
L

S
P

 N
L

S
P

) 
[%

]
�

O
b

s
e

rv
e

d
 9

5
%

 C
.L

. 
L

im
it
 o

n
 B

(H
 

30 35 40 45 50 55 60
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

30 35 40 45 50 55 60
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

2%

5%

10%

Expected

Observed

ATLAS
-1 = 13 TeV, 139 fbs

 selectionm�High-

 = 10 ns�

FIG. 8. Interpolated 95% C.L. limits on BðH → NLSP NLSPÞ in the plane of LSP mass versus NLSP mass for the high-Δm selection.
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FIG. 9. Interpolated 95% C.L. limits on BðH → NLSP NLSPÞ as a function of NLSP mass for signal points in the low-Δm selection.
Straight lines are drawn between the results for the discrete signal models considered by the low-Δm selection, which were simulated
with Δm ¼ 10 GeV. The plot on the left (right) corresponds to the results with the NLSP lifetime equal to 2 (10) ns.
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right to upper left in Fig. 8, the limits smoothly become less
stringent as the mass splitting decreases, a trend which conti-
nues into the low-Δm results in Fig. 9. However, it should be
noted that the 95%C.L. upper limit onBðH → NLSP NLSPÞ
is below 10% over most of the two-dimensional mass plane
for the high-Δm case shown in Fig. 8.
The observed BSM limits also depend on the NLSP

lifetime. Comparing the left and right plots of Figs. 8 and 9
shows that, for a given set of NLSP and LSP mass values,
the upper limits on BðH → NLSP NLSPÞ for an NLSP
lifetime of 2 ns are tighter than those for a 10 ns NLSP
lifetime. This reflects the fact that the probability of at least
one NLSP decaying before reaching the EM calorimeter is
higher for low-lifetime signal points, resulting in higher
photon (and therefore signal) acceptance. The lifetime
dependence of the results is further explored by appropri-
ately reweighting the simulated MC samples, typically
generated with fixed NLSP lifetimes of either 2 or 10 ns, in
order to produce reweighted samples corresponding to
other lifetime values, ranging from 250 ps to 100 ns.
Using this lifetime reweighting method, Fig. 10 presents

the 95% C.L. limits on BðH → NLSP NLSPÞ in the two-
dimensional plane of LSP mass versus NLSP lifetime. An
interpolation is again used to provide smooth results

throughout the plane, connecting the discrete mass values
that were simulated. The results are shown separately in
four plots, with the NLSP mass fixed within a given plot,
and with the four fixed NLSP mass values considered being
30, 40, 50, and 60 GeV.
The results in Fig. 10 demonstrate that the limits are most

stringent for NLSP lifetimes of the order of a few nano-
seconds, as expected given the size of the ID. The limits
become weaker for both shorter and longer lifetimes. The
sensitivity decreases for longer lifetimes because more
NLSP decays occur outside the ID volume and therefore
fewer decay photons are reconstructed in the EM calorim-
eter, with a resultant loss of signal acceptance. For very
short lifetimes, the signal pointing and timing distributions
become more difficult to separate from the prompt back-
ground, reducing the sensitivity of the analysis. These
trends can be illustrated more clearly by examining the
evolution of the limits as a function of NLSP lifetime for
fixed NLSP and LSP masses, as shown in Fig. 11.
In addition to the results reported above for LLPs pro-

duced in Higgs boson decays, a more model-independent
test is performed to provide a limit on the production of
displaced photons with large values of both pointing and
timing, using the selection requirements of the high-Δm

1

10

210

1 10 210

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

1 10 210
 [ns]�

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

 [
G

e
V

]
L
S

P
m

1%

2%

5%

Expected

Observed

ATLAS
-1 = 13 TeV, 139 fbs

 = 60 GeVNLSPm

0.3

1

10

210

 N
L

S
P

 N
L

S
P

) 
[%

]
�

O
b

s
e

rv
e

d
 9

5
%

 C
.L

. 
L

im
it
 o

n
 B

(H
 

1 10 210

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

1 10 210
 [ns]�

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

 [
G

e
V

]
L
S

P
m 2%

5%

Expected

Observed

ATLAS
-1 = 13 TeV, 139 fbs

 = 50 GeVNLSPm

0.3

1

10

210

 N
L

S
P

 N
L

S
P

) 
[%

]
�

O
b

s
e

rv
e

d
 9

5
%

 C
.L

. 
L

im
it
 o

n
 B

(H
 

1 10 210

5

10

15

20

25

30

1 10 210
 [ns]�

5

10

15

20

25

30

 [
G

e
V

]
L

S
P

m

5%

10%

Expected

Observed

ATLAS
-1 = 13 TeV, 139 fbs

 = 40 GeVNLSPm

0.3

1

10

210

 N
L

S
P

 N
L

S
P

) 
[%

]
�

O
b

s
e

rv
e

d
 9

5
%

 C
.L

. 
L

im
it
 o

n
 B

(H
 

1 10 210

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

1 10 210
 [ns]�

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

 [
G

e
V

]
L

S
P

m

20%

Expected

Observed

ATLAS
-1 = 13 TeV, 139 fbs

 = 30 GeVNLSPm

0.3

 N
L

S
P

 N
L

S
P

) 
[%

]
�

O
b

s
e

rv
e

d
 9

5
%

 C
.L

. 
L

im
it
 o

n
 B

(H
 

FIG. 10. Interpolated 95% C.L. limits on BðH → NLSP NLSPÞ in the plane of LSP mass versus NLSP lifetime. Within each plot, the
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analysis. The test is performed separately for the 1γ and
≥ 2γ channels, as well as their combination. The model-
independent test region is defined for each channel by the
lower bound for the single bin with the highest pointing and
timing values. The pointing requirement is thus jΔzγj >
300 mm for both channels, while the timing requirement is
tγ > 1.5 (1) ns for the 1γ (≥ 2γ) channel. The same
likelihood fit procedure described in Sec. VIII is applied
but eliminating the model-independent test regions from
the fit. The background prediction and uncertainty in the
model-independent test regions are then determined
by extrapolating the results of this background-only fit

to the model-independent region with higher pointing and
timing values.
Themodel-independent limits are summarized in Table II.

For the two channels combined, four events are observed in
the data, whereas the background prediction is 4.1� 1.7
events. Since the observed numbers of events are consistent
with the background expectation in all regions, the results are
used to set 95%C.L. upper limits on thevisible cross sections
of BSM signals in the model-independent test regions. The
reconstruction efficiency for signal events, after taking into
account the acceptance of the selection, is typically around
5% for signal samples considered in this analysis.

FIG. 11. The 95% C.L. limits on BðH → NLSP NLSPÞ from the high-Δm selection as a function of NLSP lifetime for fixed values of
the NLSP and LSP masses. Within each plot, the NLSP mass is held fixed, with values of 60 (top left), 50 (top right), 40 (bottom left),
and 30 GeV (bottom right). Each plot includes multiple curves, each with the LSP mass fixed, as shown in the legend. The 95% C.L.
observed limits are shown as solid lines, while the 95% C.L. expected limits and their �1σ uncertainties are shown as the dotted lines
and shaded bands, respectively. The crossings of the observed and expected limits are a result of changing relative importance of the 1γ
and ≥ 2γ channels as a function of signal lifetimes.

TABLE II. Expected background event yield and observed event yield in the model-independent test regions, as
defined for the 1γ and ≥ 2γ channels by the listed requirements, as well as for the combination of the two channels.
Also shown are the values of σ95vis, the corresponding 95% C.L. limit on the visible cross section of BSM signals.

Channel Test region requirements Expected Observed σ95vis [fb]

1γ 1.5< tγ < 12 ns, jΔzγ j> 300 mm 3.8� 1.6 4 0.042
≥ 2γ 1.0< tγ < 12 ns, jΔzγ j> 300 mm 0.28� 0.04 0 0.022
≥ 1γ 4.1� 1.7 4 0.041
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X. CONCLUSION

A search is performed for delayed and nonpointing
photons produced from exotic decays of the 125 GeV
Higgs boson into a pair of BSM LLPs, such as the NLSP
present in GMSB models. The dataset used was recorded
by the ATLAS detector at the LHC and corresponds to an
integrated luminosity of 139 fb−1 of pp collisions at a
center-of-mass energy of

ffiffiffi

s
p ¼ 13 TeV.

Using measurements of the trajectories and arrival times
of photons in the ATLAS LAr EM calorimeter to search for
possible displaced photons, no excess is observed above the
expectation from prompt backgrounds, which are modeled
entirely using data control samples. The results are used to
set limits onBðH → NLSP NLSPÞ for NLSP lifetimes rang-
ing from 0.25 to 100 ns, assuming that BðNLSP →

LSPþ γÞ ¼ 100%. The limits are determined in a two-
dimensional grid of NLSP mass values from 30 to 60 GeV
and LSP masses from 0.5 GeV up to mNLSP − 10 GeV. The
most stringent constraints limitBðH → NLSP NLSPÞ to less
than about 1% for intermediate NLSP lifetime values and for
the largest NLSPmass andmass splitting between the NLSP
and LSP. A model-independent limit is also set on the
production of photons with large values of displacement
and time delay.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

We thank CERN for the very successful operation of
the LHC, as well as the support staff from our institu-
tions without whom ATLAS could not be operated effi-
ciently. We acknowledge the support of ANPCyT,
Argentina; YerPhI, Armenia; ARC, Australia; BMWFW
and FWF, Austria; ANAS, Azerbaijan; CNPq and FAPESP,
Brazil; NSERC, NRC and CFI, Canada; CERN; ANID,
Chile; CAS, MOST and NSFC, China; Minciencias,
Colombia; MEYS CR, Czech Republic; DNRF and
DNSRC, Denmark; IN2P3-CNRS and CEA-DRF/IRFU,

France; SRNSFG, Georgia; BMBF, HGF and MPG,
Germany; GSRI, Greece; RGC and Hong Kong SAR,
China; ISF and Benoziyo Center, Israel; INFN, Italy;
MEXT and JSPS, Japan; CNRST, Morocco; NWO,
Netherlands; RCN, Norway; MEiN, Poland; FCT,
Portugal; MNE/IFA, Romania; MESTD, Serbia; MSSR,
Slovakia; ARRS and MIZŠ, Slovenia; DSI/NRF, South
Africa; MICINN, Spain; SRC and Wallenberg Foundation,
Sweden; SERI, SNSF and Cantons of Bern and Geneva,
Switzerland; MOST, Taiwan; TENMAK, Türkiye; STFC,
United Kingdom; and DOE and NSF, United States of
America. In addition, individual groups and members have
received support from BCKDF, CANARIE, Compute
Canada and CRC, Canada; PRIMUS 21/SCI/017 and
UNCE SCI/013, Czech Republic; COST, ERC, ERDF,
Horizon 2020 and Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions,
European Union; Investissements d’Avenir Labex,
Investissements d’Avenir Idex and ANR, France; DFG
and AvH Foundation, Germany; Herakleitos, Thales and
Aristeia programs cofinanced by EU-ESF and the Greek
NSRF, Greece; BSF-NSF and MINERVA, Israel;
Norwegian Financial Mechanism 2014-2021, Norway;
NCN and NAWA, Poland; La Caixa Banking
Foundation, CERCA Programme Generalitat de
Catalunya and PROMETEO and GenT Programmes
Generalitat Valenciana, Spain; Göran Gustafssons
Stiftelse, Sweden; and The Royal Society and
Leverhulme Trust, United Kingdom. The crucial comput-
ing support from all WLCG partners is acknowledged
gratefully, in particular from CERN, the ATLAS Tier-1
facilities at TRIUMF (Canada), NDGF (Denmark, Norway,
Sweden), CC-IN2P3 (France), KIT/GridKA (Germany),
INFN-CNAF (Italy), NL-T1 (Netherlands), PIC (Spain),
ASGC (Taiwan), RAL (UK) and BNL (USA), the Tier-2
facilities worldwide and large non-WLCG resource pro-
viders. Major contributors of computing resources are
listed in Ref. [55].

[1] Y. Gol’fand and E. Likhtman, Extension of the algebra of
Poincare group generators and violation of P-invariance,
Pis’ma Zh. Eksp. Teor. Fiz. 13, 452 (1971) [JETP Lett. 13,
323 (1971)], https://cds.cern.ch/record/433516?ln=en.

[2] A. Neveu and J. H. Schwarz, Factorizable dual model of
pions, Nucl. Phys. B31, 86 (1971).

[3] A. Neveu and J. H. Schwarz, Quark model of dual pions,
Phys. Rev. D 4, 1109 (1971).

[4] P. Ramond, Dual theory for free fermions, Phys. Rev. D 3,
2415 (1971).

[5] D. Volkov and V. Akulov, Is the neutrino a Goldstone
particle?, Phys. Lett. 46B, 109 (1973).

[6] J. Wess and B. Zumino, A Lagrangian model invariant under
supergauge transformations, Phys. Lett. 49B, 52 (1974).

[7] J. Wess and B. Zumino, Supergauge transformations in four
dimensions, Nucl. Phys. B70, 39 (1974).

[8] P. Fayet, Supersymmetry and weak, electromagnetic and
strong interactions, Phys. Lett. 64B, 159 (1976).

[9] P. Fayet, Spontaneously broken supersymmetric theories of
weak, electromagnetic and strong interactions, Phys. Lett.
69B, 489 (1977).

[10] G. R. Farrar and P. Fayet, Phenomenology of the produc-
tion, decay, and detection of new hadronic states associated
with supersymmetry, Phys. Lett. 76B, 575 (1978).

SEARCH FOR DISPLACED PHOTONS PRODUCED IN EXOTIC … PHYS. REV. D 108, 032016 (2023)

032016-17



[11] P. Fayet, Relations between the masses of the superpartners
of leptons and quarks, the goldstino couplings and the
neutral currents, Phys. Lett. 84B, 416 (1979).

[12] S. Dimopoulos and H. Georgi, Softly broken supersym-
metry and SU(5), Nucl. Phys. B193, 150 (1981).

[13] M. Dine and W. Fischler, A phenomenological model of
particle physics based on supersymmetry, Phys. Lett. 110B,
227 (1982).
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LPSC, Université Grenoble Alpes, CNRS/IN2P3, Grenoble INP, Grenoble, France

61
Laboratory for Particle Physics and Cosmology, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA
62a
Department of Modern Physics and State Key Laboratory of Particle Detection and Electronics,

University of Science and Technology of China, Hefei, China
62b

Institute of Frontier and Interdisciplinary Science and Key Laboratory of Particle Physics and Particle

Irradiation (MOE), Shandong University, Qingdao, China
62c
School of Physics and Astronomy, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Key Laboratory for Particle

Astrophysics and Cosmology (MOE), SKLPPC, Shanghai, China
62d

Tsung-Dao Lee Institute, Shanghai, China

SEARCH FOR DISPLACED PHOTONS PRODUCED IN EXOTIC … PHYS. REV. D 108, 032016 (2023)

032016-29



63a
Kirchhoff-Institut für Physik, Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg, Heidelberg, Germany
63b

Physikalisches Institut, Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg, Heidelberg, Germany
64a
Department of Physics, Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, China

64b
Department of Physics, University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China

64c
Department of Physics and Institute for Advanced Study, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology,

Clear Water Bay, Kowloon, Hong Kong, China
65
Department of Physics, National Tsing Hua University, Hsinchu, Taiwan
66
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71a
INFN Sezione di Napoli, Naples, Italy

71b
Dipartimento di Fisica, Università di Napoli, Napoli, Italy
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Departamento de Física, Universidad Técnica Federico Santa María, Valparaíso, Chile
137

Department of Physics, University of Washington, Seattle, Washington, USA
138

Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Sheffield, Sheffield, United Kingdom
139

Department of Physics, Shinshu University, Nagano, Japan
140

Department Physik, Universität Siegen, Siegen, Germany
141

Department of Physics, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada
142

SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory, Stanford, California, USA

SEARCH FOR DISPLACED PHOTONS PRODUCED IN EXOTIC … PHYS. REV. D 108, 032016 (2023)

032016-31



143
Department of Physics, Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden

144
Departments of Physics and Astronomy, Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, New York, USA
145

Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Sussex, Brighton, United Kingdom
146

School of Physics, University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia
147

Institute of Physics, Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan
148a

E. Andronikashvili Institute of Physics, Iv. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, Tbilisi, Georgia
148b

High Energy Physics Institute, Tbilisi State University, Tbilisi, Georgia
148c

University of Georgia, Tbilisi, Georgia
149

Department of Physics, Technion, Israel Institute of Technology, Haifa, Israel
150

Raymond and Beverly Sackler School of Physics and Astronomy, Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel
151

Department of Physics, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki, Greece
152

International Center for Elementary Particle Physics and Department of Physics, University of Tokyo,

Tokyo, Japan
153

Department of Physics, Tokyo Institute of Technology, Tokyo, Japan
154

Department of Physics, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
155a

TRIUMF, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
155b

Department of Physics and Astronomy, York University, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
156

Division of Physics and Tomonaga Center for the History of the Universe,

Faculty of Pure and Applied Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba, Japan
157

Department of Physics and Astronomy, Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts, USA
158

Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of California Irvine, Irvine, California, USA
159

Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Uppsala, Uppsala, Sweden
160

Department of Physics, University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois, USA
161

Instituto de Física Corpuscular (IFIC), Centro Mixto Universidad de Valencia—CSIC, Valencia, Spain
162

Department of Physics, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
163

Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada
164

Fakultät für Physik und Astronomie, Julius-Maximilians-Universität Würzburg, Würzburg, Germany
165

Department of Physics, University of Warwick, Coventry, United Kingdom
166

Waseda University, Tokyo, Japan
167

Department of Particle Physics and Astrophysics, Weizmann Institute of Science, Rehovot, Israel
168

Department of Physics, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin, USA
169

Fakultät für Mathematik und Naturwissenschaften, Fachgruppe Physik,

Bergische Universität Wuppertal, Wuppertal, Germany
170

Department of Physics, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, USA

aDeceased.
bAlso at Department of Physics, King’s College London, London, United Kingdom.
cAlso at Institute of Physics, Azerbaijan Academy of Sciences, Baku, Azerbaijan.
dAlso at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, Livermore, California, USA.
eAlso at TRIUMF, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
fAlso at Department of Physics, University of Thessaly, Greece.
gAlso at Department of Physics, University of Fribourg, Fribourg, Switzerland.
hAlso at University of Colorado Boulder, Department of Physics, Colorado, USA.
iAlso at Department of Physics and Astronomy, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky, USA.
jAlso at Department of Physics, Westmont College, Santa Barbara, California, USA.
kAlso at Departament de Fisica de la Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain.
lAlso at Affiliated with an institute covered by a cooperation agreement with CERN.
mAlso at The Collaborative Innovation Center of Quantum Matter (CICQM), Beijing, China.
nAlso at Department of Physics, Ben Gurion University of the Negev, Beer Sheva, Israel.
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