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The team at Global Policy: Next Generation were heart-
broken to hear of the tragic and untimely passing of Dr.
Nathan Alexander Sears earlier this year. GPNG is an
initiative focused on amplifying the scholarship of early
career researchers—exceptional thinkers at the begin-
ning of their professional academic careers. As editors
and as colleagues, we were not prepared to be writing
in memoriam about one of our earliest contributors.

Dr. Sears contributed an exceptional article to the
first edition of Global Policy: Next Generation (2020).
It remains GPNG's most highly cited and engaged-with
publication. In the video abstract of the article found
here, Dr. Sears discusses the paper's argument and
contribution to the field.

Among the many tragedies of Dr. Sears' passing is
that his scholarly career was cut short just as it was
beginning. He had defended his PhD dissertation at
the University of Toronto in October 2022. The re-
cency of this milestone achievement, however, belies
a career already full of accomplishments, including
work as a Government of Canada Cadieux-Léger pol-
icy fellow and several influential articles (Sears, 2017,
2020, 2021; Smith et al., 2020). Dr. Sears' work was at
the cutting edge of research on global existential risk,
using the tools of International Relations theory to un-
derstand why great powers choose to cooperate—or
not—on human-induced civilisational threats from nu-
clear war to bioengineered pathogens to ‘unaligned’
artificial intelligence.

Dr. Sears' death is a profound loss for both the re-
search and policy communities with which he so pas-
sionately engaged. His passing also leaves a hole in

our academic community that is wider than just his
research. Nathan was an engaging and passionate
scholar who positively contributed to every community
he was a part of. He was a thoughtful and respectful
listener and a generous and enthusiastic peer. Despite
the seriousness of his work and his intense concern
with existential risk, Nathan was also known as some-
one with a great sense of humour—quick to laugh and
armed with a bright and infectious smile.

This forum is a tribute to Dr. Sears' life through a
reflection on his scholarship and research career. The
five contributions consider the impact of Dr. Sears'
published and unpublished research and the ideas he
developed over the course of his too-brief career. The
contributors pay their respects to Dr. Sears in the best
way scholars know how—by engaging with, debating
with, critiquing and expanding on his ideas. They also
speculate about where Nathan's work may have gone
in the future and the contributions to humanity he may
have made. Those who knew Dr. Sears know that he
relished intellectual debate: he would have truly en-
joyed reading these reflections.

Our hearts go out to Nathan's family and all those
in our community who are mourning him and the loss
of such enormous potential. We hope this forum can
amplify Dr. Sears' work so that his scholarship and in-
tellectual contributions can live on.

DATA AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

Data sharing not applicable to this article as no data-
sets were generated or analysed during the current
study.

This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs License, which permits use and distribution in
any medium, provided the original work is properly cited, the use is non-commercial and no modifications or adaptations are made.
© 2023 The Authors. Global Policy published by Durham University and John Wiley & Sons Ltd.

Global Policy: Next Generation. 2023;14:623—-624.

wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/gpol 623



624 |

LECAVALIER and STILES

REFERENCES

Sears, N.A. (2017) The neoclassical realist research program:
between progressive promise and degenerative dangers.
International Politics Reviews, 5, 21-31. Available from: https://
doi.org/10.1057/s41312-017-0020-x

Sears, N.A. (2020) Existential security: towards a security frame-
work for the survival of humanity. Global Policy, 11(2), 255—
266. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1111/1758-5899.12800
Sears, N.A. (2021) International politics in the age of existential
threats. Journal of Global Security Studies, 6(3), ogaa027.
Available from: https://doi.org/10.1093/jogss/ogaa027

Smith, J., Sears, N., Taylor, B. & Johnson, M. (2020) Serious
games for serious crises: reflections from an infectious
disease outbreak matrix game. Globalization and Health,
16(1), 255-266. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1111/175
8-5899.12800

AUTHOR BIOGRAPHIES

How to cite this article: Lecavalier, E. & Stiles,
G. (2023) Remembering the scholarship of Nathan
Sears: A forum in memoriam. Global Policy, 14,
623—624. Available from: https:/doi.

0rg/10.1111/1758-5899.13285

Emma Lecavalier, University of Toronto, Board
Member and former Deputy Editor, Global Policy:
Next Generation.

Gregory Stiles, University of Sheffield, Editor,
Global Policy: Next Generation.

ASULOIT suOWWo)) AANEaI) 2[qeoridde oy £q PaUIaA0S AIe SAONIE YO S9SN JO $I[NI 10§ AIeIqU] SUIUQ A1 UO (SUONIPUOD-PUB-SULID)/WOd* KA[Im " AIRIqI[auI[uo//:sdny) SUONIPUOY) pue SWIdL, Ay} 23S [£20Z/01/20] U0 Areiqry auruQ AS[IA IS9L £Q S8ZET°668S-8SL1/1111°01/10p/wod A Areiqrjourjuo//:sdny woiy papeojumod ‘v ‘€70z ‘668S8SLI



	Remembering the scholarship of Nathan Sears: A forum in memoriam
	DATA AVAILABILITY STATEMENT
	REFERENCES


