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Table 2: Factors associated with retropharyngeal lymph nodes: univariate and multivariate 

backwards logistic regression  

 Univariate analyses Multivariate model 

Variable OR (95% CI) p OR (95% CI) p 

Gender - 0.395 -  

Tumour subsite* 

- For soft palate/post.pharyngeal 

wall versus BOT 

- For tonsil versus BOT 

 

6.00 (1.89-19.08)  

0.006 

0.002 

 

0.790 

- 

10.13 (2.29-19.08) 

 

0.002 

T classification - 0.206 -  

Histological grade - 0.065 -  

Smoking - 0.969 -  

p16 status - 0.271 -  

Ipsilateral level I LN - 0.337 -  

Ipsilateral level 2 LN - 0.104 -  

Ipsilateral level 3 LN 3.38 (1.52-6.08) 0.002 -  

Ipsilateral level 4 LN 2.35 (1.08-5.13) 0.032 -  

Ipsilateral level 5a/b LN - 0.344 -  

Contralateral lymph LN 3.81 (1.53-7.51) <0.001 2.26 (1.05-4.86) 0.036 

Diameter largest LN   

- For 3+ cm versus <1 

 

5.63 (0.73-43.50) 

0.045 

0.097 

-  

 

Significant p values highlighted in bold. 

LN=lymph node; BOT=base of tongue 

*Tumour subsite analysis according to 3 groups: 1) tonsil, 2) base of tongue/vallecula, 3) soft 

palate/posterior pharyngeal wall  (soft palate/posterior pharyngeal wall grouped together due to 

small numbers).   

DŝĂŵĞƚĞƌ ŽĨ ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ LN ĂŶĂůǇƐĞĚ ŝŶ ŐƌŽƵƉƐ фϭ͕ шϭфϮ͕ шϮфϯ͕ шϯĐŵ͘ 

All variables with p<0.2 were included in the multivariate analysis. 

 

 


