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Conference report: The 26th Annual Meeting of the

German Mesolithic Workgroup

$QQDEHOO =DQGHU %LUJLW *HKOHQ
&KDQWDO &RQQHOOHU 20LYHU &UDLJ

IXF $PNUHXW] 6j{UHQ $QGH*
6KDQQRQ &URIW $JQLHVIND &]HI

(LOHHQ (FNPHLHU -DQ (LJQHU %HULW 9DOHQWLQ (ULNVHQ )HOLFLWDV )L
.ODXV *HUNHQ -XOLD *ROGKDPPHU $P\ *UD\ -RQHV 6RQMD *ULPP 'DC
&DUO +HURQ 'DQLHOD +RIPDQQ ODKD ,VPDLO :HEHU 7KHLV -HQVHQ -DF

&KULVWLDQH .UDKQ 6DVFKD .UsJHU $LPpH /LWWOH +DUDOG /*ENH $OH]
$QQ .DWULQ OH\HU 1LFN\ OLOQHU %HWKDQ\ 1DVK $QG\ 1HHGKDP 0DU
-|JUJ 2UVFKLHGW (ULN %ULQFK 3HWHUVHQ 7KRPDV 3RHOPDQQ 'LHGFH
)LOLS 3UHNRS O0LODQ !H]i 7KRPDV 5LFKWHU +DUU\ 5REVRQ *HRUJ 5
1HOH 6FKQHLG :HUQHU 6FK|Q 5LFN 6FKXOWLQJ %MiUQ 6PLW OLNNH
9D0 6WHHOH %DUU\ 7D\ORU /DXUD 7KLHOHQ ODUD -XOLD :

Abstract — The 26th Annual Meeting of the German Mesolithic Workgroup took place in Wuppertal from 10-12 March 2017 and was
organised and hosted by Annabell Zander (University of York) and Birgit Gehlen (CRC 806, University of Cologne). In sum, more than
70 academics, students and amateur archaeologists from 8 different countries attended this conference. The international programme
consisted of 24 talks and 10 poster presentations which were held in English and German. The presentations ranged from international to
regional themes concerning the Final Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Early Neolithic.

Key words — Mesolithic; Final Palaeolithic; Early Neolithic; Westphalia
Titel — Bericht vom 26. Treffen der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Mesolithikum in Wuppertal

Zusammenfassung — Auf Einladung von Annabell Zander (Universitat York) und Birgit Gehlen (SFB 806, Universitat zu KoéIn) fand die
26. Jahrestagung der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Mesolithikum vom 10.-12. Marz 2017 in Wuppertal statt. Insgesamt nahmen mehr als 70

Wissenschaftler, Studierende und an der Mittelsteinzeit interessierte Amateurarchéologen aus acht verschiedenen Landern teil. Das in-
ternationale Tagungsprogramm bestand aus 24 Vortragen und 10 Posterprasentationen, welche auf Englisch oder Deutsch gehalten
worden. Die Vortrage behandelten sowohl internationale als auch regionale Thematiken rund um das Spéatpaléolithikum, Mesolithikum

und Fruhneolithikum.

Schlusselworter — Mesolithikum; Spatpalaolithikum; Friihneolithikum; Westfalen

The 26th annual Mesolithic Conference was held
in the Orangery in the Botanic Garden in Hardt
Park, Wuppertal from 10-12 March 2017. The
conference was organised and hosted by Annabell
Zander M.A., PhD student at the University
of York, and Dr. Birgit Gehlen, Postdoctoral
Research Associate at the Collaborative Research
Centre 806, Project D4, at the University of
Cologne. The diverse programme included 24
talks and 10 poster presentations which were
held throughout Friday and Saturday and which
dealt with regional and international themes
surrounding the Final Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and
Early Neolithic. Talks and poster presentations
were held in either English or German with a
discussion followed in English. For the talks, each
presenter was assigned a thirty-minute slot with
20 minutes presentation time and 10 minutes
dedicated to questions and discussion.

A workshop entitled
OHVROLWK Lteok\pR¢e OFritpy afternoon.
This workshop dealt with a critical evaluation of
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the division between the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic
and Neolithic. One of the highlights of this
conference was the guided tour with the Historic
“.DLVHU zddthel Quspended railway through
Wuppertal which took place Friday evening.

After the presentations on Saturday, Dr. Erich
ClaBen (LVR —Rhineland Regional Archaeological
Association) and Priv.Doz. Dr. Jorg Orschiedt
(CEC for Archaeometry Mannheim) delivered a
public talk on the region’s Stone Age points of
interest, including the famous multi-period cave
site Blatterhohle in the city of Hagen (Westphalia),
in preparation of the excursion. The excursion
WRRN SODFH RQ 6XQGD\ DQG
the workshop from Friday afternoon. It started at
the Blatterhohle where the oldest human fossils
in Westphalia have been found. The excursion
then continued to the Monrepos Archaeological
Research Centre and Museum for Human

"+RZ GR ZH G H Behaviowr# Bvolution in Neuwied.

Over 70 archaeologists from 8 different
countries — Germany, the Benelux Countries,
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Fig. 1 Group photograph of the attendees of the 26th Mesolithic Conference in front of the venue in the Botanic Garden,
Hardt Park, Wuppertal (Photograph: M. Koke).

Austria, Czech Republic, Britain, and Denmark Sascha Kriger, Thomas Poelmann and Markus
— attended this international meeting (Fig. 1). 'LOG ZHUH WKH AUVW WR SUHVHQW \
The paper at hand is based on the abstracts of on environment, fauna and technology of an
the research presented during the Mesolithic ~ Ahrensburgian site near Lake ltzstedt, Germany.
conference. The speakers mentioned in the texts According to Kriger, Poelmann and Wild, apart
are the authors of their respective abstracts. from Stellmoor (Kr. Stormarn/D), Ahrensburgian
This paper therefore aims to give an insight sites in the North of the Lowlands of Europe with
into the diverse international programme of the excavated faunal remains are scarce. Especially in
conference which will be published in more detail this particular region, the faunal Ahrensburgian
in conference proceedings in the summer of 2018. can thus far be equated by the term Stellmoorian
as the eponymous site is the only that yielded a
suitable amount of faunal remains. To balance
Opening and session 1: Final Palaeolithic and this disequilibrium, sites with Ahrensburgian
Early Mesolithic research | AQGYV DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK IDXQDO UHPDI
Presented in this talk was the potential of such
7KH &RQIHUHQFH ZDV RIA FLD O Q\pdRSdeQoutterRegh):UheGite\of Nahe LA11
10 March 2017 by Dr. Erich ClaRen from the (Kr. Segeberg/D).
Rhineland Regional Archaeological Association Thomas Poelmann had surveyed a small
(LVR) and the conference organiser Annabell elevation at the southern side of the angle between
Zander. The morning session concentrated on  Lake Itzstedt and the small river R6nne from 1986
Final Palaeolithic and Early Mesolithic research until 2016. On the upper hill slope he found an
across North-western Europe and was chaired by  assemblage of more than 12,000 lithics that consists
Prof. Mikkel Sgrensen. in particular of characteristic Ahrensburgian and
Zonhoven points. Furthermore, the exact position
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&RQIHUHQFH UHSRUW 7KH WK $QQXDO OHHWLQJ RI W

RI WKHVH AQGV ZDV UHFRUGHG DThE&ndx\irekanted RIxNNLHEIGH, fddiRed his

assign them to at least three concentrations on talk on a newly excavated Final Palaeolithic long

the elevation. In 2003 and 2004 an excavation blade assemblage from Dormagen-Nievenheim

was carried out by the Archaeological State  which was excavated in 2016. This site is located

21AFH 6FKOHVZLJ +ROVWHLQ ZKsdtdeH 10MdhHsolV UfRIRIESRIWoH Ghere Final

wetland part of Nahe LA11 was partly scooped Paleolithic settlement structures were discovered.

out rather coarsely with a mechanical digger. This  The site is situated close to a late Pleistocene

excavation led to the discovery of faunal remains  Rhine channel which was part of the braided

and a small number of lithics. Of particular interest river system. It must have carried water until

ZHUH WKH AQGV RI FD D Q L PtieQrerly Ba@yHHOlocRR \B¥¢auRé the Palaeolithic

them belonging to reindeer (5DQJLIHU WeDURBRQGXVWVHUH HPEHGGHG LQ DQG FRYHUF
species typical of the Younger Dryas and itsuse R KLJK ARRG ORDP 7KH ODWWHU ZDV

typical for the Ahrensburgian culture (cf. BaaLEs, DERXW “ FDO %3

1996, BATLUND, 7KLV ZDV FRQAURH Gred df 366 n?was uncovered with two

four “C-dates obtained in the aftermath of  artefact concentrations that lay in approximately

the excavation (WEeBer ET AL., 2011). The zoo- P GLVWDQFH IURP HDFK RWKHU ,Q V

archaeological analysis showed the presence artefacts were found, most of them — more than

of rich meat-bearing parts, which indicate the 1700 — were found in the southern activity area

local processing of the animals and furthermore (loc. 38). Both areas where burnt artefacts and

point to the hunting of them near Lake ltzstedt. ERQH IUDJPHQWY VXJJHVW AUH SOD]
ORUHRYHU WKH VPDOO UHLQ G H HeJsafrid tysloGiebl: WdinsHiacked Madelets,

composited with mostly young and medium-sized VFUDSHUV EXULQV DQG D VLJQLAFD
animals which is characteristic of a herd structure blades with use-wear. The majority of the overall

in winter season when bulls live separated from 138 tools were made of larger blades of good

the main herd and do not stay in concurrence to  quality, especially scrapers and burins. The

females and juvenile animals. With regard to its largest blade is 17 cm long. However, this blade

occupation, the site can be compared to Stellmoor is not complete.

within the yearly cycle and thus sheds light on The composition of the raw material is

possible migration routes of reindeer atthe end of  remarkable. 76% of the assemblage consists of

the Younger Dryas. %DOWLF ALQW LQFOXGLQJ RI UF
Besides the analysis of the spatial patterningof ALQW 7KH GLVWDQFH EHWZHHQ 1LH

lithic tools on the elevation, the faunal remains in +HOJRODQG LV DOPRVW H[DFWO\ N

the discard zone and a rare Ahrensburgian antler  to be the most southern evidence for Helgoland

tool, the potential of the site lies in the chancesfor ALQW LQ (XURSH VR IDU %HVLGHV Wit
understanding the environmental conditions that material, about 21% of the assemblage comprises

early pioneers in the North had to face during the RI OHXVH ALQW 5LMFNKROW W\SH DQG
Lateglacial. The preserved organic sediments in  from distances of 40 — 80 km. A few artefacts are

the Rénne valley contain warved sequencesthat PDGH RI ALQW FRPLQJ IURP WKH UHJLF
can help to understand exceptionally high-reso- Based on typological criteria, Heinen suggests

lution developments. Furthermore, preliminary the site of Nievenheim belongs to the ‘long blade’

palynological investigations of these deposits industry (LBI) at the end of the Late Palaeolithic.
FRQAUPHG WKH H[LVWHQFH RI| RdfiGulaRyH GhevacttetiskcA bf FtiNsL @ablition is

the transition from Allergd to Younger Dryas — a the combination of Zonhoven points with or

unigue case in Northern Germany. Nevertheless,  without basal retouch and long and straight

it must be stressed that the near-shore sediments blades. Moreover, the site of Nievenheim was

bearing anthropogenic waste underwent a not  AMS-dated to the transition from Younger Dryas

yet well understood process that might have re- WR 3UHERUHDO WKHUHE\ FRQAUPLQJ
arranged the deposits in these areas. Spatial analy ~ Final Palaeolithic character of the site. Therefore,

sis and presentation of the lithic remains from the the site dates exactly to the same period as

hilly elevation, further excavations (connection the well-known sites ‘Three Ways Wharf' in

between the shoreline archaeology and the dis  England and ‘Belloy-sur-Somme’ in France.

FDUGHG IDXQDO UHPDLQV RF WEHI)RUIJDQLF AQG EHDU

ing sediments, and palaeoecological research

is needed to fully grasp the site of Nahe LA11l. Erik Brinch Petersen talked about Marke

(SK., T.P. & MW.) (QJH GDUN PHDGRZV DQ H[FDYDWI
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area from the Preboreal of Sjeelland in Denmark.

JLVNHSODGVHU AVKLQJ VLWHV BQRDYRKV DP RUWHK PVXDIDG
WR GHVFULEH DUH D VhunQredsRod grinding Btoizek Hrd idtone axes, as

VLQFH
several bone leisters have been collected, but no

%LUJLW *HKOHQ HW DO

The amount of excavated material is

VKHUGV R

well as ca. 30,000 silex artefacts. The site appears

OLWKLFV DQG QR IDXQDO UHP D to@&thediktest eAcavGtyd dhiinyg tevert decades

from the middle of former lakes. Some leisters
have been recovered by peat cutting, but most
have been and continue to be collected on the
surface by non-professionals.

Therefore, in the 1960s Dr. Sv. Jgrgensen,

palynologist at the National Museum in Copen-
hagen, went peat-cutting himself in Mgrke Enge,

hereby recordng LQ VMRRH WHQ AQH EDKHEH®B. AQGV VSUHDG RYHU WKH

leisters and afew other pieces dated tothe Preboreal
by way of pollen statistics and *“C. These recorded
"GDUN P HW®e®Rh&eVqgeus of Petersen’s talk.
(E.B.P)

Poster presentations

The morning session was followed by poster
presentations. The following section is dedicated
to the abstracts of these various posters.

Birgit Fischer, Christiane Krahn and Harald
Stauble presented their research on the oldest
LBK in northwest Saxony. They reported on
the newly discovered and excavated settlement
Rl *URLW]VFK *5=
partially) dated to the oldest as well as to the so-
called ‘Flomborn’ phase of the early Neolithic LBK
culture (BLascHTA ETAL. 2016). Such was unknown
in Saxony when Hans Quitta from the University

in Saxony. According to typological criteria of
ceramics (Christiane Krahn) as well as of the
houses (Harald Stauble) the excavated part of the
settlement — which must have been much larger
in extent — was built starting in the oldest up to
the middle phase of the LBK (continuously?). A
late LBK phase might be represented as well.
HQ\
geological sequence (Christian Tinapp) which
starts with a basal moraine attributed to the
Elsterian glaciation under a residuum of eroded
glacial loams from the Saalian glaciation. The
following 1 m of loess deposited during the
Weichselian is covered by a luvisol which
developed during the Holocene.
99% of the silex artefacts are of local origin,
meaning from below the settlement and
originating from the Elsterian and Saalian
deposits. The vast majority of the raw material can
EH GHAQHG DV %DOWLF ALQW 7KH UDZ
handful of quartzite artefacts probably originates
IURP WKH PRUDLQH DV ZHOO ,W LV RQO
and blades made of " *QDQGVWHLQHr%oDQGMDV S

ZKLFK F Dv@ictetknspondstio® dvEr W tstance of ca. 20 km

southeast from the site can be suggested.

The silex artefacts belong to the normal
spectrum of LBK tool assemblages, consisting
mainly of endscrapers, borers, lateral and end

LQ /HLS]JLJ GHAQHG WKH ROGH V YetoSdaé&s M¥ith ReguWsribladégs Mancores show

(XURSH GXULQJ WKH ODWH
only on large-scale excavations during the last
couple of years. They presented some preliminary
data from this work in progress on this important
phase in prehistory for the Mesolithic-Neolithic
transition.

The site is situated on a plateau (140 m a.s.l.)
between the rivers WeilRe Elster and Schnauder,
some 30 km south of Leipzig. In 2014 Blaschta

DQG 6WIXEOH H[FDYDWHG D ER X \lite MesolitRio tdoQyQ(tRpétePP g FKH QH

named “. D O W H MoQate@ i@ the southern fringe
of the city of Groitzsch. While no archaeological

sites were previously known, recent excavations
recovered more than 1000 prehistoric features.
Apart from a few Late Bronze Age structures, the

majority is attributed to the LBK culture. Traces of

about 40 building structures are accompanied by
many of the typical features of the time: mainly

long pits parallel to the houses as well as round
and oval ones.

Tagungen & Arbeitsgemeinschaften

VopDr(udstiz xploRaEanHMIN @y few well-

prepared blade cores were recovered. The almost
entire absence of tablets and the small number of
crested blades can be attributed to the small size
of raw material nodules available.
YRU WKH AUVW WLPH LQ D QRUWKZHVW
context the presence of the typological forms of
trapeze (21 pieces), traverse arrowheads (18) and
PqFKHYV G camrhbéeshwn. These originally
IRUHW
are unknown from the large-scale settlements of
Eythra, Zwenkau-Hardt or Drof3dorf, despite the
presence of the oldest LBK in some cases. These
sites delivered considerably smaller quantities
LQ DQ\ AQG FDWHJRU\ GHVSLWH WKH OI
household units. At Groitzsch, however, the large
guantity of not only silex, but also ceramics, adzes,
millstones etc. appears to be in a more appropriate
proportion to the number of houses recovered.
Together with the presence of Mesolithic tool

IRUPV WKH VHWWOHPHQW RI *URLW]VF

404
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unique for the Saxonian early Neolithic. (B.F.,
C.K.&H.S)

The next poster was presented by Birgit
Gehlen, Klaus Gerken, Werner Schon and Eileen
Eckmeier on Mesolithic pits in Germany. This

(B.G., N.S. & G.R.)

The next poster introduced research by Sonja
Grimm, Berit Valentin Eriksen, Daniel Grof3,
Sonke Hartz, Harald Libke, John Meadows,
Ulrich Schmoélcke and Mara-Julia Weber on

poster was inspired by the conference A & U H X Mrdrditions and transformations of complex

DX OpVROLWKLTXH
Chalon-en-Champagne in March 2016, when the
authors started a compilation of Mesolithic pits
in Germany. Although it is still incomplete, some
statements can already be made. Nearly 80% of
the single pits known so far come from settlement
contexts. The majority was found in sandy soils or
ARRG ORDPV $OWKRXJK
the Early and the Final Mesolithic, the pits mainly
derive from the Middle and the Late Mesolithic.
The mostintriguing features are the accumulations
of small pits with up to 390 features, discovered in
the last decades in sandy soils in Northern and
Eastern Germany, and the dating of the oldest
"6 FKOL W] ihtdXHe H&guMesolithic ( GERKEN,
2016; GEHLEN ET AL., 2017; EEKMEIER ET AL., 2017).
(B.G.,K.G.,, W.S. & E.E))

Birgit Gehlen, Nele Schneid and Georg Roth
presented a new way of multivariate analysis
to relate microlith type spectra to chronology.
Microlith types are important for relative
dating of Mesolithic assemblages as well as for
assigning them to cultural traditions. This is
especially important for assessing assemblages
from surface collections and old excavations.
Their data set comprises of 38 radiocarbon-dated
microlith assemblages from Germany and the
Benelux region dating to the Early Mesolithic
and the early Middle Mesolithic (German
terminology; 9000 to 7800 calBC, i.e. later Pre-
boreal to early middle Boreal) as well as two
radiometrically undated assemblages. Only the
dated assemblages were submitted to canonical
correspondence analysis setting the **C -age as
the covariable. By using the established canonical
relation inversely, it was possible to estimate
the “C -age for the two radiometrically undated
assemblages which to the best of our knowledge
represents a new dating approach of Mesolithic
microlithic assemblages. Besides the canonical
chronological ordering of the assemblages, the
CCA triplot also shows interesting features
related to geographical regions and cultural
traditions which require further investigations.
This approach used the statistical programming
software ‘R’ in combination with R-package
vegan and its functions cca() and calibrate.cca().

'LJJLQJn L QorageksHin (NathBro IEWdoé. FA collaborative

research centre to study “Scales of Transformation:
Human-environmental interaction in prehistoric
and archaic societies” (CRC 1266) was installed
at the Christian Albrechts University Kiel in
2016, funded with money granted by the DFG
("HXWVFKH

of this CRC, the cluster B aims to explore the
developments in complex forager societies.
Two projects form this cluster: B1 “Pioneers of
the North: Transitions and transformations in
Northern Europe evidenced by high-resolution
GDWDVHWYV FD 2
"7TUDQVLWLRQV RI VSHFLDOLVHG
% & (. Both these projects are hosted at the Centre

for Baltic and Scandinavian Archaeology (ZBSA)

in Schleswig.

The poster presented the research questions
DQG JRDOV RI WKHVH SURMHFWYV
the CRC 1266 and their perspectives beyond this
period as well as the collaborative efforts of B1 and
B2 with each other and with other projects of the
CRC. They believe that, in particular, the different
approaches of B1 focusing on people on the move
and B2 focusing on people organising within a
given territory will allow a fruitful symbiosis
of these two projects beyond the dichotomy
of Final Palaeolithic and Mesolithic research.
(S.G., B.V.E,, D.G,, S-H, HL.,, JM.,, US. & M.-J.
W.)

Theis Jensen presented an overview of his new
PhD project which focuses on the application of
Zooarchaeology by Mass Spectrometry (ZooMS)
IRU VSHFLHV LGHQWLAFDWLRQ
Age bone tools and fragments from southern
Scandinavia and Northern Germany. Preserved
organic material from the Late Glacial and the
Early Holocene in southern Scandinavia is scarce.
So scarce in fact that faunal assemblages from
this period cannot conclusively demonstrate
species present at the time. Artefacts made of
animal bone, however, are preserved, often in the
form of bone points lost during hunting in the
newly formed lakes just prior to the last Ice Age.
(T.J)
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The poster by Andy Needham, Aimée Little,
Diederik Pomstra and Charlotte Rowley explored
bead working at Star Carr through the application
of actualistic experimentation. Star Carr is an
Early Mesolithic site located on the southern
shore of Palaeolake Flixton, North Yorkshire,
and is perhaps the most famous Mesolithic site
in the UK. During Clark’s initial excavations,

%LUJLW *HKOHQ HW DO

sites, notably Star Carr and Seamer Carr, both of
which evidence ochre working traces, though of
a different kind, and its national context, where
it was compared with other worked Mesolithic
ochres from Stainton West and Musslebrugh.
Taken together, inferences were made about the
ochre working strategies within Mesolithic Britain
and howthey changed at different sites acrosstime.

VKDOH EHDGV ZHUH GLXNREHEANGJ)ODUN

> @ D QXPEHU
despite several further phases of excavation at the
site both in wetland and dryland contexts across

IDLUO\ UHVLVWDQW WR FKDQJH

Furthermore, a poster by Charlotte Rowley,
Annabell Zander, Bethany Nash, Andy Needham,

the 1980s and 2000s. The poster presented the Shannon Croft, Becky Knight, Chantal Conneller,
AUVW UHVXOWV RI QHZ DQDO\VL@h&RIesWienthEMMES Vittles BaMyD Ta@idr @dd

the actualistic experimental work results and
microscopic analysis undertaken, using the data
generated to contribute to the understanding of
their production and life history. They further

explored the relationship to the coastline of NE
England this raw material infers. The poster also

Nicky Milner presented the results of recent
excavations at Flixton Island II, another site
which is located close to Star Carr and Flixton
School House Farm in the Vale of Pickering.

7KH H[FDYDWLRQV UHYHDOHG D VLJQ

Mesolithic lithic scatter on the dryland area with

FRQWUDVWHG WKH 6WDU &D U Ulittk Qrésérvaibn\bK asediated (ddddric\ remains

Mesolithic shale bead making workshop at Nab
+HDG 3HPEURNHVKLUH
beads were discovered alongside heavily utilised
PqFKH G btoridRtbots VN asH, 2012). Drawing
from the comparison of these assemblages within

WKHLU VSHFLAF FR QW#&tpetymakel H

some tentative inferences about Early Mesolithic
bead making and using strategies in the UK.
(AN.,AL,D.P.&C.R)

Another poster by Andy Needham, Barry
Taylor and Amy Gray Jones discussed an
engraved Ochre Pebble from Flixton School
House, located in the Vale of Pickering, close to
Star Carr. This poster presented a contribution
to the understanding of ochre working in the
British Mesolithic. Flixton School House Farm
(FSH) is a Mesaolithic site located on the southern
shore of Palaeolake Flixton, North Yorkshire,
with evidence of an early to late Mesolithic lithic
assemblage and an extensive pit with associated
ephemeral posts (TAvyLor & GRAY JDnEes, 2009).
"XULQJ WKH AHOG VHDVRQ D
roughly triangular pebble was discovered with
ca. 30 anthropogenic grooves across its surface.
Preliminary microscopic analysis was presented,
exploring the nature of the raw material, mode
of production of both the wear and striation and
the possible uses of residues resulting from their
production. The object was considered within
its site setting, as well as offering a new date
for the site. NeepHam ET AL. further explored the
object within its local setting of Lake Flixton and

DQG QR LGHQWLADEOH

deposits further into the wetland area, with

associated horse and other faunal remains. A
programme of geoarchaeological testing was
@riglBrRented to complement the assemblage
analyses with an aim of identifying activity areas

and human interactions on site, if this were to
prove viable.

Due to the organic preservation in the
wetland area, the site of Flixton Island Il allows
a unique insight into the Pleistocene-Holocene
transition. An assemblage of horse remains was
recovered from the long blade phase of the site
in association with observable hoofprints in
the sediments. The presence of horse remains

FRQAUPV WKH SURSRVHG /DWHJODFLDO

Long Blade Industry (LBI) in North-western
Europe. However, besides the horse remains,
several red deer remains in association with
the long blade phase were also uncovered from
the wetland site. This may indicate an early
Ue-fasestatio dfUtReOVald. BKPRKerhg during
the late Pleistocene/early Holocene interface.
(CR.,,AZ,BN,AN,SC,BK,CC.,CF., AL,
B.T. & N.M.)

Marcel Niekus and Roderick Geerts discussed
some preliminary results of a large-scale exca-
vation of Mesolithic sites along the Reevediep
near Kampen, the Netherlands (Geerts H W2@1.6).
,Q GR]HQV RI
situated to the south of the City of Kampen, as

KRZ LW UHODWHG WR RFKUH A QCunseduRifce RoWtkieH lan@ed DrohBthuction of

Tagungen & Arbeitsgemeinschaften
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&RQIHUHQFH UHSRUW 7KH

WK $QQXDO OHHWLQJ RI W

D ARRG FKDQQHO E\ ,VDOD 'HO \Wflhd Rour ¥xdarhtepi5dRds Rof ItReUregion (rock

WKH 5LYHU SURMHFW -
date to the Stone Age (predominantly Mesolithic),

were discovered. One of these, labelled ‘site 9’,
was excavated in 2016 following an extensive
coring campaign designed to identify high

density and low density scatters. Over an area of
DSSUR[LPDWHO\
hearth-pits were found, some occurring in spatial

,Q WRW Dhelter BdhweldarkirAny AIpR, | ap&nl BiK sites

Egg-Schwarzwasser and Baramahder and the

mining site Feuersteinmahder) will be conducted

concerning their spatial organisation through

WKH H[DPLQDWLRQ RI WKH ALQW VFD
WKURXJK UHAWWLQJ RI WKH DYDLODE

Po UR XJK CGand core@.HNeRHD A ajéraBpect revolves around

the early Holocene land use of the area, with

DUUDQJHPHQWYV VXFK DV W UL D @nhysDregafiR the XdnmewiarR@iWeen the
$PRQJ WKH VL[ HIFDYDWHG AL Q VibcslFy BVAIINBIE t36UES drid khelsitesRa® wll as

that probably dates to the Late Preboreal, i.e. the
transitional phase between the Late Palaeolithic
and Early Mesolithic, as well as possibly a Late
Mesolithic/Early Swifterbant site. Two large
scatters were excavated completely. The point
assemblage of one of these is dominated by
Middle Mesolithic surface-retouched points
(IHXLOOHVTh&Hitel epresents one of the
most northern occurrences of the Rhine-Meuse-
Scheldt Mesolithic. Based on the occurrence of
narrow trapezes the second scatter can be dated
to the Late Mesolithic. During the excavation, a
structure consisting of six postholes arranged in
a roughly circular (or hexagonal) pattern, and a
seventh posthole at its centre, was discovered.
Inside the ring of postholes a dense concentration
RI PDLQO\ ALQW DUWHIDFWYV
is the best example of a Mesolithic dwelling-
structure known so far in the Netherlands.
The alleged dwelling measures at least 4 m in
diameter. A possible outside surface hearth is
present to the southeast of its supposed entrance.
(M.N. & R.G))

Caroline Posch offered new approaches for
an "ROG ODQmméelp el Kleinwalsertal,
a region in Western Austria which features
numerous little-known archaeological sites in
the Northern Alps. With a total of more than 60
sites of various sizes and functions, dating from
the Mesolithic to the late Neolithic, it embodies
a rich kaleidoscope of a very interesting early
Holocene landscape. However, most of these sites
and artefacts remain mostly unpublished and/
or unexamined to this day. Therefore, it is the

through a hypothetical model of mobility patterns
through the usage of GIS-based calculation such
as e.g. foraging ranges and least cost paths.

The syntheses of these studies aims to
create basic data regarding the technological
characteristics in the production of stone tools
and the mobility and subsistence strategies within
this particular alpine landscape. Its results will
hopefully aid further studies regarding the Stone
Ages in adjacent areas of the Northern Alpine
region. For the Alps were neither then nor today
an unsurmountable barrier, but rather a region of
transition and cultural contacts. (C.P.)

Session 2: Final Palaeolithic and Early
IMésoBthidt&sea@iMl 7KLV VLWH

After these poster presentations, the second
session on the Final Palaeolithic and Early
Mesolithic was chaired by Dr. Martin Street. The
AUVW SUHVHQWHU ZDV 6WHIDQ 3UDW\
)LQDO 3DODHROLWKLF AQGV IURP WK
(Abstract translated by B. Gehlen).
The town of Trebbin is located around 40 km
southwest of Berlin. The presentation dealt with
WKH /DWH 3DODHROLWKLF VXUIDFH A
been collected by B. Fischer, O. Ochotzki and S.
Pratsch over the last 20 years. Examples from four
Late Palaeolithic sites (Federmesser Groups and
Ahrensburgian) were discussed.
Additionally, Mesolithic and Early Neolithic
artefacts were discovered at most sites along
the River Nuthe. Furthermore, Neolithic adzes
DQG RQH W VKDSHG DQWOHU D[H DV V

DLP ZLWKLQ WKLV SURMHFW W RoeénW EoBectatl.K Bontdrihg RtHeV typQagy of

spots and stone artefacts of the valley through an
integrated methodological approach.

This methodological approach includes on the
one hand typological and morphotechnological
studies of the stone artefacts, regarding their
FKDVQH R SpodutitrR ¢hbrecteristics and
an assignment of the microliths to a typological
framework. Furthermore, intra-site analysis

407

the microliths, it is remarkable that elongated
triangles are rare. On the other hand, these forms
are dominant on the larger sites of Jihnsdorf 8
and Juhnsdorf-Lindenberg and have been the
key microlith type for the so-called "-*KQVGRUIHU
*UXSSHu
During further research all detected Stone

$JH AQGV ZLOO EH H[DPLQHG LQFC

Tagungen & Arbeitsgemeinschaften
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DUWHIDFWYV

%LUJLW *HKOHQ HW DO

IURP D AHOG VXpi¥dds), tFape@es oshHstall la@l asymmetric),

2007/08 on grounds of the “WRRL” ( (X U R S| L Vtrukdated points, Tardenoisian points and other

:DVVHUUH F K\WRuHe oM, Gar@d. Flom
aurochs will be examined which derive from
excavations during the time of the German
Democratic Republic. The famous site of Schlaatz
close to Potsdam is located only some 20 km
northwest of Trebbin.
7KH AQG RI
FHQWUH RI 7UHEELQ
shows that material from this context is well-
preserved. The presented faunal remains should
be dated as soon as possible to promote the

types. According to the chronology in South and

Southeast Germany, the site dates to the Early
Mesolithic (probably Beuronien B and C?). This
has been corroborated by radiocarbon dates
from two burnt hazelnut-shells. Some trapezes
indicate the presence of a Late Mesolithic

D W VKDSHG D Qsatieidnt. DooHtydolQgy VoK tHe other hand, is
I[URP VHGIevid Qf\Wast typial tGats HvEth the exception

of scrapers) and laterally retouched blanks. The
function of the site (repeatedly occupied hunting
RU AVKLQJ VLWH" VKRXOG EHFRPH |

VFLHQWLAF UHVHDU Pirdci@ 200&) L ViratcebbyiBaQanalysis of the acquired microliths.

(S.P)

Jan Eigner, Filip Prekop, Michaela DiviSova
DQG 0LODQ !'H]Ji
from a rescue excavation of the Late Palaeolithic
and Mesolithic site TaSovice 2 (Western Bohemia,
Czech Republic). According to EiGNER ET AL. the

&R AQDQFHG E\ *UDQW $JHQF\
University (project number 200216). (J.E., F.P.,
M.D. & M.R.)

RI &

UHSRUWHG RQ SUHOLPLQDU\ UHVXOWYV

6HVVLRQ 7KH XVH RI AUH LQ WKH OHVTF

XSSHU ZDWHUVKHG Rl WKH 2K"H7KIHY BH[W KMHFKVARQRVFHQWUHG RQ WKH X

from Germany (County Bavaria) is a territory
rich in Mesolithic settlement. From the 1940s to
the 1970s, the vicinity of Karlovy Vary city was
targeted by surface prospections and excavations
by German (H. Schroller) and Czech archaeolo-
gists (mainly L. Hajek, F. ProSek, S. Vencl). The
TaSovice cadastre comprises of several sites, the
most important being TaSovice 1 with about 4000
pieces of predominantly Mesolithic lithic artefacts
(in preparation for publication). TaSovice 2 site
represents a site which was repeatedly occupied

Mesolithic and was chaired by Dr. Sonja Grimm.

7KH AUVW SDSHU E\ +DUU\ 5GREVRQ (VWH
+DUW] -DFHN .DEDFL VNL $OH[DQGUH /
Steele, Sgren Andersen, Laura Thielen, Andreas

Kotula, Agnieszka Czekaj-Zastawny, Oliver

Craig and Carl Heron aimed to "LOOXPthe DWH u
prehistory of Northern Europe through lipid

residue analysis of putative oil lamps. Organic

residue analysis has been widely applied to study

the preparation of foods in prehistoric contexts.

In this paper the authors consider its wider

DQG VLWXDWHG RQ D ORZ W H Wapdidatibn Dt Rovher AoiiHodRiks: Hincluding

5LYHU NQRZQ IURP WKH Y

rescue excavations took place there directed by
the Czech National Heritage Institute (F. Prekop
and J. Eigner). During this excavation, a cultural

% HWEZABIQLQJ2WKH QHHG IRU LOOXPLQDWL

(XURSH D UDQJH RI VKDOORZ REORQJ
DSSHDU LQ WKH (DVWHUQ %DOWLF DUR
BC, along with the earliest ceramic cooking pots.

OD\HU ZLWK QXPHURXV DUW H | D FSihlarZzdbapet Gedsplnareelial a TekvHtenturies

ORFDO VWUDWLJUDSK\
by post-depositional processes.
Two curved-backed points and some debitage

KR ZHY H laterkiDtBe Weste@ Baidaldd QiFhHI@ earliest

ceramic horizons of the Late Mesolithic Ertebglle
culture. Whilst various interpretations have been

PDGH Rl HUUDWLF ALQW EH O R Q JpdbRsatl Ko th@se\V\esSels OiDHAR I en\uKdlear

settlement. The most numerous Mesolithic
collection from Bohemian territory was acquired
in TaSovice 2, numbering about 9000 lithic
artefacts, including microliths. They are mostly
made of local and regional raw materials (limnic
silicites, quartzites) though Bavarian and Saxo-
Thuringian materials are also present. Although
the techno- typological analysis of the assemblage
has just begun, we have already evidence of a high
amount of microliths, linked to the presence of tens
of microburins. Typologically, most common are
triangles (several tens of isosceles and elongated

Tagungen & Arbeitsgemeinschaften

what function they provided to these hunter-
gatherer communities.
,Q 7TKHUNHO ODWKLDVVHQ VXJJHV\

from seal or whale was probably the most likely
fuel. Seventy-eight years later this hypothesis was
FR QA UP HBRoE&TAL. (2013). Building on this
work, Robson et al. presented the results of organic
residue analysis conducted on a large collection
of these vessels from 12 coastal and inland
archaeological sites throughout the circum-Baltic
region. Their organic contents were determined
using a combination of bulk carbon and nitrogen
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stable isotope analysis (EA-IRMS), molecular It has only now been possible, despite missing

characterisation of free or bounded lipid extracts AQDQFLDO VXSSRUW WR HYDOXDWE

by gas chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-  excavation from “-<K QV G R A1 puhlication,

06 DQG FRPSRXQG VSHFLAF FD ihBlRIQgV VilbdaDetdl V RoNSRISretions  to

analysis by gas chromatography-combustion- OHVROLWKLF KRXVLQJ AUHSODFHV D

isotope ratio mass spectrometry (GC-C-IRMS).  will follow this year ( CziesLA, IN PRINT). It was

Intriguingly, the results demonstrate that oils possible to discern, some tree-falls, similar to

IURP ERWK IUHVKZDWHU DQG P sk @éscribdtkbyPmiG BndX@amsch, as well

the bulk of the residues, consistent with their as a rectangular habitation feature in “"$UH'D

use as oil lamps. (H.R., E.O., S.H., J.K., A.L., V.S., (directly near the Motorway). The habitation

SA.LT.,AK,AC.-Z,0.C.&C.H) IHDWXUH ZLWK D OHQJWK RI P DQ

DERXW P FDQ EH LQWHUSUHWHG D\

Next, Erwin Cziesla introduced new results Ilthas“ F O H D U D Q Wwiiich EaQlb¢ \nterpreted as

from the well-known Mesolithic site Jihnsdorf entrances, aswellasa’ |lUHH WRKahineasured

8 south of Berlin in Brandenburg. The extensive GLDPHWHU RI DSSUR[LPDWE@&®OLVLEROH Q

site which covered an area of at least 3 ha was K H D U'WéHithic assemblage of mostly elongated

discovered in the 1930s. In connection with the triangles is dated to the early Middle Mesolithic

building of the Motorway A-10, HW.A Drr ODWH %YRUHDO EHWZHHQ "$UHDG

H[FDYDWHG D AUHSODFH DQG u AMRIFK CHHWXDHSURQR PDWSHOND P HE

1936 and 1939. A short report was published by pnalong the new agricultural path, delivered

Durr himself ( DURR, ZKLFK LQGLFDaN itact werth With a diameter of 1 m made of

the features were “KXW AR R.U'h& @ai@¥  granite. The lithic assemblage is almost identical

UHSRUW ZDV AUVW SURGXFHG Eto theHMidplis DIesBlittit) Diervliehk from  "$UHD

and although he never saw the features himself, M ZLWK FKDUFRDO IURP WKH AUHSOD

the report largely follows the interpretation of the KHDUWK WR “ FDO %& /DE 1R

excavator (GravscH, 1976). This interpretation of  (E.C.)

a small Mesolithic hut village remained so long

accepted until Raymond R. Newell, at the 2nd

International Conference “OHVROLWKLF LQRUNMKRBE +RZ GR ZH GHAQH WKH OHVI

showed that all such features are in fact wind-

thrown “ W U H'H NBv210, ¥981). This session was followed by a workshop

An opportunity to re-evaluate these features which has developed over the last years of this
arose with the widening of the Motorway A-10, Mesolithic conference series and which is meant
south of Berlin. In 1992, therefore, a large section to be a more interactive part of the meeting. This
of nearly 6 km running parallel to the Motorway workshop consisted of four short presentations by

was prospected using sieve-hole test pits Annabell Zander, Sonja Grimm, Mikkel Sgrensen
(GramscH & PraTscH, 1992). In approximately the  and Birgit Gehlen on a common theme with
same area as the Durr-excavations one of at least time dedicated at the end of the workshop for

2 O0OHVROLWKLF AQG FRQFHQ WduestivhsRaQvdiusslons! Ghis\wRarEve decided
particularly worthwhile for further examinations. to focus the workshop on an important theme:
From the beginning of February until the end of 7KH GHAQLWLRQ Rl WKH OHVROLWKLF
June 1993, excavations and test pitting was carried  view this archaeological period. This theme was
out parallel to the Motorway, as well asinthe area  developed after the interesting discussions in the
of a redirected agricultural path. In sum about session"1RUWKZHVW (XURSH DURXQG

P60 ZHUH H[DPLQHG ZLWK DS S KDQBBWHDS.P.P. Prehistoric Congress in

PoO VLHYHG VA\VWHPDWLFDOO\ L QAMIXM G&t Pe@rVTiie vibttdhEpkna® dhdired by
depth of at least 1.2 m under the upper edge of the  Annabell Zander.
plow-ground. The results of the excavations from =DQGHU ZDV DOVR WKH AUVW SUH\
“ -+« KQV GREre presented at an international workshop exploring human responses to rapid
FRQIHUHQFH LQ WKH VDPH \HDU clina ehange idurng thevPBistaleDé-idokbcne
preview following shortly thereafter ( CziesLa & WUDQVLWLRQ LQ 1RUWK ZHVWHUQ (XU
EickHOFF, DQG DW OHDVW D KDagd &n @epgspdeQ oR MitdhskUclimatic warming
reports in the following years (e.g. CzestaA &  ended the last Ice Age and transformed the
EickHorr, 1994; Ciesta & EickHoFr, 1996; QieEsLA vegetation and fauna. The hunter-gatherers
ETAL., 1998; SREETET AL., 2001; QiESLA, 2012) living in North-western Europe during this
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WUDQVLWLRQ ZHUH H[SRVHG W RovHiahy bf vkt A/peFoVcianyés BoQneé need

LQ WKH ARUD DQG IDXQD DQG
adapt their hunting strategies as a response to
the environmental changes. Despite the broadly
XQGHAQHG FRPSOH]
traditions at this interface, the arbitrary division
between Palaeolithic — glacial archaeology and
Mesolithic — post-glacial archaeology remains
the status quo. In recent years several scholars
have come to realise that the technological
changes at the Pleistocene-Holocene interface
are far more complex than previously thought
(TERBERGER BARTON & Streer, 2009; Goss
2014; Zanper, 2016). As such the Palaeolithic-
Mesolithic transition in North-western Europe
is characterised by a variety of assemblages
which seem to overlap in time. On the basis of
an analytical survey of lithic artefacts from Final
Palaeolithic and Early Mesolithic assemblages, in
combination with an investigation of the faunal

GHYHORSPHQRW [RQVENOIMXU DKLV

WIRHERIQR G H QQHAI\GHIGV WIRQIJXLVK GLIITHUH
on-going process of change? What do we consider

particularly relevant?

ZH AUVW KD°
ourselves: What do we want to express with the

subdivision into different phases? What do we

hope to identify? Therefore, different aspects for

the subdivision of the Upper to Final Palaeolithic

and to the Mesolithic are presented and

compared in their appearance and chronological

development to follow up the question whether

the Final Palaeolithic is in fact the earliest

Mesolithic or perhaps a Mesolithic prelude?

(S.G)

Mikkel Sgrensen presented his perspective
from Southern Scandinavia. He approached the
GHAQLWLRQ RI WKH 1RUWK (XURSHDQ
GHAQHG E\ WKH KXPDQLWLHVY DQG QRW

UHFRUG WKLV 3K' SURMHFW T Xchmnait prexiy¥ ofwh& hovthddrihamishifereD This

division between Palaeolithic and Mesolithic
while offering a broader European perspective
on human adaptations to climate change.
(A.Z)

Next, Sonja Grimm discussed her ideas
regarding a Mesolithic Prelude: A crescendo of
changes at the end of the Pleistocene. According
to Grimm, if the Mesolithic is considered a
placeholder indicating a continuous foraging
life style into the Holocene while in the Near
East the Neolithic revolution has been on-going,
the Final, Late, or Late Upper Palaeolithic in
Europe can equally be considered as a wild card.
These terms are used to describe groups living
in the period from the onset of the Lateglacial
Interstadial to the Holocene when the height of
the Weichselian Glacial is already fading and/
or to point out behavioural changes of Late
"HLFKVHOLDQ IRUDJLQJ JURXSYV
a very different way of life than the typical, i.e.
Early Upper or Early and Mid-Upper Palaeolithic
groups. Presumably, some of these changes were
triggered by environmental changes and seem
to anticipate Mesolithic lifeways. Therefore, the
correlation of behavioural changes with climatic
and environmental sub-periods does not seem
to be entirely a coincidence. Yet, in Northern
Europe some groups attributed to the Final
Palaeolithic seem to continue their way of life into
the Holocene raising the question: When does the
Final Palaeolithic end and the Mesolithic begin?
And what are the major differences and what did
actually change and when did this happen? So

Tagungen & Arbeitsgemeinschaften

means that the Mesolithic has to be understood

DV D UHJLRQDOO\ GHAQHG SKHQRPHQ
the question: when do we see a change in our
archaeological material that can evidence clearly
societal or even ideological changes within the
Holocene?

$ GHAQLWLRQHRR QLW Southgrn
Scandinavia could concern a hunter-gatherer
society with an unpreceded intimate relation to
the local landscapes and thereby a society that was
able to annually sustain itself locally/regionally
within the landscape. The archaeological analysis
of a “"OHVR O ithisKha§ fo consider; intensity
in relation to habitation sites, variation and
complexity of tool inventories, mobility in relation
to e.g. raw material use and not least changes in
so-called ~ D Uanduwritual practice.

In Southern Scandinavia the earliest Holo-
FHQH KXPDQ HYLGHQFH LV
WikdDW\BAD 1S Bebids Y Rtubl HIApddrsVof elk
bones, yet these are generally without a certain
cultural attribution. These early Holocene ritual
events might be understood as made during an
enculturation process by a highly mobile society
ina ~ Q H Zapdscape. First with site assemblages
dated from the beginning of the 9th millennium
and onwards, such as Barmosen 1, Arup context

DQG .ORVWHUOXQG ZH VHH DVVHPEOD.
the criteria mentioned above. It can therefore be
DUJXHG WKDW D OHVROLWKLF ZD\ RI
seen with the 9th millennium BC in southern
Scandinavia, but further that we might see
differences in this process from East to West.
&RQVHTXHQW WR WKLV GLVFXVVLRQ LV

LGHQWLA

O
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WK $QQXDO OHHWLQJ RI W

Fig. 2 The “Kaiserwagen” of the suspended railway in Wuppertal which is unique in the world
(Photograph: ©WSW: Wuppertaler Stadtwerke).

suggested that the Long Blade phenomenon
should be regarded as a last Palaeolithic
phenomenon of probable early Holocene dating.
(M.S))

On the other hand, Birgit Gehlen gave an
insight into the last foragers in Central Europe,

with the developments in Neolithic societies.
(B.G.)

The main conclusion of this workshop was
that cultural change does not necessarily align to
climate change with Final Palaeolithic traditions
extending into the Early Holocene in certain

WKHUHE\ DGGUHVVLQJ WKH G H A Qdglahs. RTis Rrie K tHatOtheVNR b lithicKuBt be

Neolithic transition. According to Gehlen, it is
still unclear to what extent the Mesolithic people
contributed to the development of Neolithic
societies and how this transformation happened.
There might have been coexistence with
intermarriage or interbreeding barriers, an intense
cultural exchange with interactions, an additional
symbiotic lifestyle, a coexistence in different
cultivable and natural areas etc. Nevertheless,
it seems clear that people with a late Mesolithic
lithic tradition (trapezes with and without facial
retouch, regular bladelets) still inhabited Central
Europe until the emergence of Late Neolithic
cultures around 4200 cal BC. In some regions,
we can expect Mesolithic people even 1000 years
later. It will be a future task to describe these
cultural phenomena and discuss them in context

411

XQGHUVWRRG DV D UHJLRQDOO\ GHAQ]
After this workshop the guided tour

through Wuppertal took place in the Historic

“.DLVHU Zdd thel Quppended railway (Fig. 2).

The suspended railway which was built in 1901

is the oldest elevated railway with hanging cars

in the world and remains unique to this day. This

was followed by a Conference Dinnerin 'D 9LQFL

5H V W Dne¢ar W/@oertal Zoo.

Session 4: Subsistence and Mobility among
Mesolithic hunter-gatherers

2Q 6DWXUGD\ PRUQLQJ WKH AUVW

subsistence and mobility among Mesolithic
hunter-gatherers was chaired by Prof. Erik Brinch

Tagungen & Arbeitsgemeinschaften
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SHWHUVHQ
talking about mobility and orientation in

Mesolithic North-western Germany. She argued
when we think of Mesolithic hunter-gatherers
a certain amount of mobility is assumed. But
which traces do we have of transient behaviour

%LUJLW *HKOHQ HW DO

7KH AUVW SUHVHQW H On& Daus6of the ped G \aid Mgk social

transformations, which can be traced in cultural
and economic aspects. While comparative
analyses of the material culture and settlement
strategies provide insights into local and regional
spatial organisation, tracing the hunting and

DQG KRZ FDQ ZH AQG RXW P Rathdring(bBhHa@oun\reGritdterial procurement

presented a somewhat eclectic survey for traces
of Mesolithic mobility as well as for possibilities
of orientation in the Mesolithic landscape. These
included examples for bigger and smaller areas
of activity as well as thoughts on the needs for
transport. Some ideas from these examples
were then applied to the Mesolithic in North-
western Germany, where the size of Mesolithic
sites is associated with their situation in the
landscape. Accessibility and recurrence were
discussed as matters for the intensity of site use.
(S.M.)

The next talk by Elisabeth Noack centred
on reconstructing the rationality of Mesolithic
hunting. According to Noack, a reductive and
deterministic view on past human life serves as
the foundation for many narratives of human
cultural evolution. This is most clearly expressed
in Mesolithic narratives where
S D U D-Gfakadigm is used as an argument for
H[SODLQLQJ GLYHUVLW\ LQ
in technology and a highly mobile system of
settlement. But when an alternative notion of
rationality is applied, which does not frame

"WKH ORVW

or intra-regional mobility show aspects of land
and environment usage. In comparison with
environmental events like extreme climates or
seasonal variations it can be contrasted if internal
or external pressures led to socio-cultural changes.

Starting from a regional perspective in the
ancient lake Duvensee region in south-eastern
Schleswig-Holstein, the perspective will be
widened during the course of the project and
will integrate other well-investigated areas
with good preservation conditions. By doing
this, it will be possible to highlight similarities
and differences in various regions during
the Early and Mid-Mesolithic of the south-
western Baltic Sea region over time and space.
(D.G.,H.L.,J.M., U.S. &S.H.)

Session 5: Mesolithic Deposition and Caching
,FH $JH
The next session focused on Mesolithic deposition

| R RaBd dahiny &rid Was dhsiifed By Blisabeth Noack.

7KH AUVW SDSHU LQ WKLV VHVVLRQ G
results on the skull nests from Grol3e Ofnet by Jérg
Orschiedt, Daniela Hofmann and Rick Schulting.

KXPDQ EHKDYLRXU LQ FRVWYV D Qie Beslithit \site ofkaRrigt @BRvANA) has long

our understanding of Mesolithic life change? How
can the rationality of Mesolithic hunting decisions
be reconstructed based on the behavioural
skills of modern human beings? And what will
we learn about our decision making today?
(E.N.)

This talk was followed by research on socio-
economic transformations of specialized foragers
by Daniel Grol3, Harald Libke, John Meadows,
Ulrich Schmdlcke and Sénke Hartz. The project
A6RFLR (FRQRPLF

courted controversy because of the deposition
of at least 28 human skulls in two concentrations
just within the cave entrance. The presence of
traumata on some of the heads, which were cut
IURP WKH ERG\ ZKHQ VWLOO AHVKHG KD
interpretations of a catastrophic mortality event,
during which most or even all of a community
was violently wiped out in the course of warfare
or raiding. On the other hand, the vast quantities
of shell and deer teeth deposited with the heads
and the existence of similar (albeit much smaller)

7UDQVIRUP D Wlertions fromlaroarial ldéuthBr@ ¢ehittab Europe

YRUDJksUpdn of the CRC 1266 "6 F D O H Vhawrlled others to postulate a special funerary

7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ

+XPDQ (QYLURQRBWYWDOW, QRHIDDFWIMR QY GLIAFXOW

LQ B3UHKLVWRULF D Q GWSihinFtki® L FcotBetihg-tMirmdasanthropological results were

context different spheres of Mesolithic life
in the southern Baltic region are addressed
and compared to earlier and later societies.
Against cultural and ecological backgrounds it
is investigated when, why, and how different
triggers and components affected Early and Mid-
Holocene hunter gatherers and their impacts on
them.

Tagungen & Arbeitsgemeinschaften

contradictory and the dating of the Ofnet skulls
LV QRW IXO0O\ XQGHUVWRRG
dates at least resolved the dating issue in favour
of the Late Mesolithic, but the considerable range
obtained fuelled a second debate. Were the skulls
deposited in a single event? This, together with
the peri-mortem injuries present on many of the

7KH AUV!
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skulls, would suggest a massacre. Alternatively,
was this part of a regional mortuary rite given to
certain members of the community, resulting in
repeated deposition over some centuries? Here, the
authors reported on the preliminary results of an
ongoing project aimed at resolving the chronology
of Ofnet through a series of new “C-dates and
a major revision of the trauma on the skulls.
(J.0.,,D.H. &R.S)

Mathias Bjgrnevad emphasised the impor-
tance of Mesolithic caching in Europe as an
under-recognised phenomenon. According to
Bjgrnevad, thus far, there have been few stud
ies of Mesolithic caching or hoarding, which
is in stark contrast to the research into similar
practices in the Neolithic and Bronze Age. This
paucity of research, especially comparative stud-
ies, has contributed to the belief that these depos
its represent unique and unrelated events and
are not part of a larger practice(s). In addition,
this limited research has possibly led to fewer

WK $QQXDO OHHWLQJ RI W

aspects like the topography of their surroundings
or the history of research. This ongoing PhD-
project aims to provide a new understanding
of the Mesolithic in the county of Mecklenburg-
9RUSRPPHUQ E\ DQDO\VLQJ WKH ALQW
of selected inland surface sites.
The starting point is the entirety of Mesolithic
AQGV LQ WKH VWXG\ DUHD ZKLFK LV
macro region for this study. On this level the
general distribution of sites and the reasons for
clusters and empty spaces are evaluated. For a
closer look at the topography, especially water
and soils, two core regions were selected. Both
are situated on the Mecklenburg Lake Plateau.
Within the core regions a further subdivision in
micro regions allows in-depth examinations of
the history of research for every site. Furthermore,
sites with a high potential for dating can be
VHOHFWHG IRU D GHWDLOHG DQDO\VL\
In comparison with extensively studied wet-
land sites in Northern Europe itis possible to make
assertions concerning the dating and function of

FDFKHV EHLQJ LGHQWLAHG G X H siéRALiSnialy, ipleceD @i & high Hrubability

of how these caches can be recognised, record
ed and interpreted. As part of an ongoing PhD
project more than 120 Mesolithic caches across
Europe were analysed at various scales. This
multi-scalar approach included the biographical
analysis of individual deposits, a focused study
of caches in Southern Scandinavia as well as
larger comparative study of Mesolithic caching
elsewhere in Europe. This multi-scalar approach

of a good preservation of organic materials can be
LGHQWLAHG ZKLFK HQDEOHV IXUWKHU
(F.F.)

Thomas Richter presented new results from
the sites Sielenbach, Weinberg and Neueching-
Fuxleben in South Bavaria (Abstract translated
by B. Gehlen). In his presentation, Richter talked
about two new Mesolithic sites from southern

DOORZHG WKH LGHQWLAFDW LR @aRuia. EBOW Hocatibhs LaReQdditacd Q€ from

macro-regional patterning, individualisation, as
well as distinct temporal and spatial variability.
In this paper, Bjgrnevad presented some of the
current results of this analysis, focussing on
VRXWKHUQ
discussing how these deposits can be interpreted.
(M.B.)

Session 6: Regional Mesolithic studies

Moving on from the international character
of the previous sessions, the next set of papers
focused on regional Mesolithic studies in Germany
and was chaired by Dr. Julia Goldhammer.
First, Felicitas Faasch presented her ongoing
research concerning selected Mesolithic surface
sites in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern. Since an
overwhelming number of Mesolithic sites in
Northern Europe is only known through lithic
VXUIDFH AQGV
methodology to analyse them which includes
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6FDQGLQDYLDQ GHSKRWEKIRORIQEF KEHQ HA\UH LdQring) GL Q J

which volunteer archaeologists collected the
artefacts.

The site of Neuching-Fuxleben, district of
Erding, was discovered by the members of the
$ O
AHOG VXUYH\V LQ 6LQFH WKHQ VH
have been recovered from the site. To date more
than 1000 lithic artefacts have been collected.
19 microliths can be securely dated into the
OHVROLWKLF SHULRG %HVLGHV OHVROC
DUH VRPH RWKHU AQGV GDWLQJ WR W
or the Early Bronze Age.

Seven microliths are truncated micro-points
which are the most frequent microlith forms found
at the site. Additionally, there are base-retouched
micro-point, two triangles, one backed bladelet,
one trapeze on an irregular bladelet and several
RWKHU W\SHV ZKLFK RFFXU DV VLQJOI
the microlith-types point to the Boreal period
(Beuronien B and C after Wolfgang Taute). One

LW VHHPV QH F i\ MesolithiReo@enifatiah RrSeaguring 4 ha)

KDV EHHQ LGHQWLAHG E\ UHFRUGLQJ
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RI LQGLYLGXDO AQGV pottery found in this context shows the typical
The site of Sielenbach-Weinberg, district U-shaped bead-technique. The good preservation
of Friedberg, had already been discovered by RI WKH OD\HUV DQG RUJDQLF AQGV DUH
Siegfried Weber during the 1960s. During the  further investigations into the subsistence of the
following years, and more intensively since 1982,  Stone Age-settlers and the absolute dating of the
Weber and Dr. Hubert Raab have recovered archaeological remains. (S.H. & M.B.)
VHYHUDO AQGV IURP WKH VLWHV HYHU\ \HDU ,Q VXP

more than 3000 lithic artefacts have been collected Benjamin Spies presented some of his
WR GDWH RI WKHP FDQ EH G khAughisGorDive WeR®itBI&/ landsdapé of Main-
cores, and 69 as microliths. Since the Mesolithic Franconia. According to Spies similar to most
material was found mixed up with Late Neolithic regions in the central European low mountain

RU (DUO\ %URQ]JH DJH AQGV D Wegdri D Whin-FrawdRiR O VieldR Q Humerous

arrowhead from the Late Neolithic or the Early OHVROLWKLF VXUIDFH AQGV 6R IDU WKI
Bronze Age and several polished artefacts), the potential remains unused, even unknown to

RQO\ AQGV ZKLFK FDQ EH VDIHWKH VWIHHOWQWR FPRRRXQLW\ DV PRVW

Mesolithic are the microliths. were never recorded properly, let alone analysed

The most frequent microlith-type is the micro- RU SXEOLVKHG $W WLPHV WKH AQGV
point with dorsal and ventral basal retouch. recognized as Mesolithic.
Additionally, there are segments, different types A PhD-project at the University of Erlangen

of triangles, and trapezes made on irregular  currently strives to seek out these sites and

bladelets. This assemblage can be dated to thet UHFRUG WKHLU PRVW LPSRUWDQW AC
Boreal period as well (Beuronien B and C after to establish a basis for further studies on the

Taute). The very small triangular microliths point chronology, the resource management and

to a cultural connection with the late Sauveterriano Mesolithic use of landscape in this region. Even

of Northern Italy. Of special interest are two if the collation of data is still in progress, some

microliths which are typical of the North Italian AUVW WHQGHQFLHY DQG WKRXJKWV RQ
Late Mesolithic (Castelnoviano) and are so far  Main-Franconia were presented and discussed.

unknown in the Mesolithic of Southern Germany. (B.S.)

(T.R)

The next presentation by Sonke Hartz and  Session 7: Late Mesolithic and Early Neolithic
Mirjam Briel introduced new results from rescue research and public talk
excavations of the Late Mesolithic site Satrup LA2
(Abstract translated by B. Gehlen). 7KH AQDO VHVVLRQ RI WKH FRQIHUHQFH
Since the 1930s the Satrupholmer Moor is Mesolithic and Early Neolithic themes and was
known as one of the most important landscapes  chaired by Dr. Erwin Cziesla. Julia Goldhammer,
with Stone Age sites in Schleswig-Holstein ~ Sonke Hartz and Steffen Wolters gave an insight
(Northern Germany). H. Schwabedissen conduc- into a new project funded by the DFG (' HXWV FKH
WHG ODUJH H[FDYDWLRQV GXULQRWKAK X Q WV @ chviiistdd kBl ttalegies,
One of the most striking sites is located close to  settlement structure, and communication in
the village of Bondebriick at the northern shore of  the Terminal Mesolithic in Kiel Bay. Submarine
the bog (site Satrup LA 2). Besides large amounts archaeological investigations in the outer Kiel
RI ALQW DUWHIDFWV IDXQDO UHRMRUGVUB & DEDGMEORIWI WRRIMQLF VHGLPF
have been recovered during recent excavations in  from the pre-pottery Ertebglle phase. These
DQG ,Q VXP WKH A @6ksddin QrivvateRddpth in an area of fallen
ODWH OHVROLWKLF .RQJHPRYVH oaR Yurks &p@oD S0OWhRoflheAKpabI@liff line.
Mesolithic (Ertebglle) occupation of the site. First test excavations in 2012 gave proof of a
In the course of rescue-excavations in 2016, substantial assemblage and excellent preservation
an undisturbed layer from the Kongemose FRQGLWLRQV ,Q SDUWLFXODU RUJDQ
period was uncovered in the area of the former  preserved, including human remains. Typological
shoreline. This layer contained a large amount of  and absolute chronological dating suggests that
ALQW DUWHIDFWV DQLPDO ERQKXQWGRE DDRWKOHHWHUWPOAHG/ WKH VLWH E
and was partly covered by an Ertebglle-horizon. FDO%& 7KHUHIRUH WKH RFFXSDWLR
Fragments form three typical vessels with belongs to the pre-pottery period of the Ertebglle
pointed bottom were excavated. In general the  Culture (Jackelberg and Rosenfelde phase). For
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that time, only few records of L Q Vdrasexved

time as evidence of a western Final Mesolithic

AQGV DUH NQRZQ DW WKH 1RUWsktléHedtPDQ %DOWLF 6HD

coast. The settlement under investigation was
located on the shore of a lagoon where hunters,

In addition to this, the possible presence of
more, previously unknown, sites in the interior

JDWKHUHUV DQG AVKHUPHQ SURG Xestddn WeBithS Vof PEriBddwig-Holstein

RI ALQW ERQH
their marine and terrestrial environment for food,

processed their diet and furthermore used the
place for waste disposal. A submarine survey
carried out 2014 in an area of 1 ha showed that

DQWOHU DQG 2Zwrme (iscnsseth MHeS @rBdemtakiocB aimed to
GHAQH WKH FKDUDFWHULVWLFV RI

coast Ertebglle sites in comparison to the better
known Baltic Ertebglle settlements. Most of the
sites cluster around wetland areas and so far it

RUJDQLF OD\HUV FRQWDLQLQJ AsecBY ab i ktheSuhjontyHvey iHigdQrRaktories
20GHU /DWH DQG )LQDO OHVROLWKLF

only in the sector of the test excavation but also
in the surroundings. In addition to that, divers

clear stratigraphic context due to river and lake

UHSRUWHG PRUH VFDWWHUHG dctiyied. Hb@eSer,| ascediblagesWidrihbted by

trunks as well as exposed organic layers. The

blades and blade tools such as blade scrapers

VFLHQWLAF VLJQLAFDQFH RI W Kahd én@@tolthed IbR@@s,6a8/Wel §Grahsverse-
OLHV LQ LWV VSHFLAF SHULRG ®&iowhdaBsHn vaKable korrBs arercHaBaktafistic of

the cultural development of ceramic use, the

inland and also west coast Ertebglle assemblages.

LQWHQVLAFDWLRQ RI FRQWD FWThZ L MtkicetX @agvenGyH biH @RIS HGmplete

Neolithic cultures, the import of domesticated

absence of core tools and axes is apparent as

OLYHVWRFN DQG AQDOO\ WKH FRASOHWK HL HRRPISRK/ILWEZRQ R

of life. Next to unsolved chronological research
guestions there is also a spatial research gap,

assemblages is thought to be partly due to raw
material availability and partly due to a mobile

DV RQO\ D IHZ ODWH OHVROLW Kes§leA@GaiahUddushof RUBtRg activities.

from the Bay of Kiel. The excellent preservation
conditions of the Strande LA 163 site provide great
potential for investigating the pre-pottery phase
of the Terminal Mesolithic in the micro region of
the western .LHOHU $ X % ld@nieliisan of
the cultural remains allows the reconstruction of
contact networks and communication routes to
adjacent regions. Moreover, the reconstruction
of small-scale landscape development enables
the locating of the exact settlement positions
in the surrounding of the waste disposal zone.
Years of experience in diving archaeology in
Denmark and Mecklenburg-Vorpommern give
proof that only a systematic search on the seabed

(A.-K.M.)

Maha Ismail-Weber presented the current
state of research on the Late Mesolithic and
Neolithic in Brandenburg. According to Ismail-

Weber, the spread of the "1HROLWKLF iZD\ RI

often associated with the transformation of the
natural environment into a cultural landscape.
Concurrently the social system has changed
which is apparent in far-stretching networks.
These networks connected Neolithic and Late
Mesolithic groups as well (cf. Hemwnen, 2010).
Neolithic adzes and single pottery sherds are
known from Late Mesolithic sites, but these

WK $QQXDO OHHWLQJ RI W

L

WKH PH

OLI

FDQ XQFRYHU SUHYLRXVO\ XQNARGQY BAKQGHYBDRCHURFFBMLRQDO FRQ

which are otherwise hidden below sand or silt.
Its potential can be unlocked using modern
submarine excavation techniques which can
reveal information on subsistence, settlement
structure and settlement organisation of the
foragers. (J.G., S.H. & S.W.)

Next, Ann-Katrin Meyer presented a survey
on the inland Ertebglle in Schleswig-Holstein. She
gave an overview of known inland Ertebglle sites

BaaLes, 2015, 38; HRrTz ET AL., 2011, 54; KasseN,

7KH PRGHO RI SDUDOOHO

farmer societies is the current idea concerning
the cultural system during the 4th millennium

in Westphalia and the Baltic region (BoLLoNGINO
ET AL., 2013; QkscHIEDT ET AL., 2014; BAMANTI ET
AL., 2009, 137; LBkE ET AL., 2007). This assumed
social system cannot be assigned to the area of
Brandenburg without further research. The paper
presented the state of the art for the research

LQ 6FKOHVZLJ +ROVWHLQ DQG Sibtel \thd Eavli Glelitkie! ahd Qate MesGlithic
LQ %UDQGHQEXUJ IRFXVLQJ RQ WKH

ceramic assemblages of the sites Schlamersdorf
/'$ .U
Segeberg) in more detail. Furthermore, two west
coast sites, Aventoft LA 01 and Bargum LA 07

.U 1RUGIULHVODQG

6WRUPDUQ DQG .D\KX@ HdZeés and their presumed cultural origin.

(M.L.-W. translated by B. Gehlen)

ZHUH LQWURGXFHG IRU WKH AUVW
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Fig. 3 In front of the Blatterhdhle in Hagen with J6rg Orschiedt (right) and Wolfgang Heuschen (left) who both gave the guided tour of the
cave site. Special “cave suits” and a helmet are required to enter the cave (Photograph: A. Baus).

Fig. 4 From the right: Harry Robson, Mikkel Sgrensen, Theis Jensen and Jorg Orschiedt about to enter the cave (Photograph: A. Baus).
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Fig. 5 Guided
tour through

the Monrepos
Archaeological
Research Centre
by Martin Street
(Photograph:

A. Baus).

This session was followed by a short pre-
sentation by Marcel Niekus, Luc Amkreutz and
Bjgrn Smit about a few exceptional Stone Age

Excursion

On a sunny Sunday morning, the excursion started

AQGV IURP WKH 'XWFK 1RUWK GHtbe BEMetHOhISVIK the BEaNby\city of Hagen.

IHZ \HDUV WKH QXPEHU RI
originating from the North Sea has increased
dramatically. This is mainly the result of large
scale infrastructural works such as ‘Maasvlakte
2', an extension of the port at Rotterdam, and
the ‘Zandmotor’ (Sand Engine) at the coast near
The Hague. Due to sand replenishment hundreds
RI ALQW DUWHIDFWV DQLPDO
worked bone and antler, bone points, and even
human remains (see VAN DER PLICHT ET AL., 2016
for a recent publication) are deposited on beaches.
In this brief presentation a few, mostly recent,
important discoveries from ‘Doggerland’ were

D U A KD EnroGsRMdsElithio afdQNBolithic cave site

yielded the oldest human fossils in Westphalia and
reveals fascinating information on the Mesolithic-
Neolithic transition in this region ( ORSCHIEDT ET
AL., 2012; QrscHIEDT ET AL., 2014). Jorg Orschiedt
and Wolfgang Heuschen offered a guided tour of
the area of excavation in front of the cave entrance
ER.GHMre2 smaK gréupdiierd théh\allowed to
enter the cave itself, where excavations have been
ongoing since 2006 Fig. 4). The cave entrance is
very narrow and visitors need to crawl down to
the site of excavation along a narrow tunnel.

At around noon, the excursion continued

SUHVHQWHG $QDO\WHV RQ WK Hidward Q& MRMeKdd Wrchaalagical LRdsearch

ongoing as part of a larger project by the newly
established Doggerland Research Group (DRG).
(M.N., L. A.&B.S))

After these sessions, Dr. Erich ClaRen and
Priv. Doz. Dr. Jorg Orschiedt held a public talk
on the region’s Stone Age points of interest,
including the Blatterhéhle, in preparation of the
excursion on Sunday. This talk was followed by
a conference dinner in Café Luise in Hardt Park.

417

Centre and Museum for Human Behavioural
Evolution in Neuwied. Here, Elisabeth Noack
and Martin Street offered a guided tour through
the Archaeological Research Centre and the

Museum’s permanent exhibition * 8QGHUVWDQG,QJ

+80$ 1L Wwhich was newly designed in 2014
(Fig. 5-6). On a journey of discovery to yourself
"8QGHUVWDQG, QJ desilkes Ithe mpost
important stages of our behavioural development
with moving imagery. Visitors can trace the
roots of their behaviour and come closer to their
own identity. This exhibition offers a fascinating
perspective on the division between Palaeolithic
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Fig. 6 Guided

tour through

the Museum for
Human Behavioural
Evolution by
Elisabeth Noack
(centre left)
(Photograph:

A. Baus).

DQG OHVROLWKLF DJDLQ UHAHFAskhaykdyementsWVKHPH R1 WKH

workshop on Friday.

The excursion ended at around 4 pm on
Sunday, when the attendees left Monrepos for
their various destinations. A minibus provided by
the University of Cologne took the international
guests back to the airports in Cologne and
Dusseldorf.

Outlook

The Mesolithic conference in Wuppertal was a
success with over 70 attendees from 8 different
countries — Germany, the Benelux Countries,
Austria, Czech Republic, Britain, and Denmark
(Fig. 7). The international character of this
PHHWLQJ ZDV UHAHFWHG LQ
themes presented during the conference. The
various presentations inspired several interesting
GLVFXVVLRQV VSHFLAFDOO\
how humans responded to climate change
in North-western Europe, including during
the Palaeolithic-Mesolithic transition and the
transformation from hunter-gatherers to farmers.
These different themes will be explored in more
detail in the conference proceedings, which will
be published in the summer of 2018.

Tagungen & Arbeitsgemeinschaften
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