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TђѠѡіњќћѦȱisȱaȱsourceȱofȱknowledgeǯȱOnȱmanyȱoccasionsǰȱtheȱexplanationȱofȱ
oneȂsȱknowingȱthatȱpȱisȱthatȱaȱspeakerǰȱSǰȱtoldȱoneȱthatȱpǯȱOurȱtestimonialȱ

sourcesȯȱtheȱreferentsȱofȱȁSȂȯȱcanȱbeȱotherȱindividualsǰȱandȱtheyȱcanȱbeȱcollec-
tivesǲȱthatȱisǰȱinȱadditionȱtoȱlearningȱfromȱindividualsǰȱweȱlearnȱthingsȱfromȱcom-

miĴeesǰȱcommissionsǰȱcouncilsǰȱclubsǰȱteamsǰȱresearchȱgroupsǰȱdepartmentsǰȱad-

ministrationsǰȱchurchesǰȱstatesȱandȱotherȱsocialȱgroupsǯȱNorthȱKoreaȱmightȱmakeȱ
aȱdeclarationȱaboutȱitsȱmissileȱprogrammeǰȱtheȱchurchȱaboutȱtheȱordinationȱofȱ
womenȱpriestsǰȱtheȱcouncilȱaboutȱitsȱdeęcitǰȱtheȱresearchȱgroupȱaboutȱitsȱęnd-

ingsǰȱandȱsoȱonǯȱWeȱwillȱlookȱatȱaȱfewȱexamplesȱinȱdetailȱshortlyǰȱbutȱtheȱstartingȱ
pointȱisȱthatȱsocialȱgroupsȱcanȱbeȱaȱsourceȱofȱtestimonyǰȱandȱweȱcanȱlearnȱthingsȱ
fromȱsuchȱcollectiveȱtestimonyǯȱTheȱquestionȱthisȱpaperȱpursuesȱisǰȱwhat explains 

ourȱlearningȱthatȱpȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱtoȱpǵ
ThisȱquestionȱshouldȱbeȱclarięedȱinȱthreeȱwaysǯȱFirstǰȱinȱdiscussingȱcollectiveȱ

testimonyȱoneȱmustȱdistinguishȱmetaphysicalȱ fromȱepistemologicalȱquestionsǯȱ
Thereȱareȱmetaphysicalȱquestionsȱconcerningȱtheȱnatureȱofȱcollectivesǰȱandȱcol-
lectiveȱagencyǯūȱAndȱthereȱisȱtheȱmetaphysicalȱquestionȱofȱwhetherȱaȱcollectiveȱ
canȱbeȱaȱtestięerǯȱIȱassumeȱaȱminimalȱpositiveȱanswerȱtoȱthisȱquestionȱinȱassum-

ingȱ thatȱ testimonialȱ sourcesȱ canȱbeȱ collectivesǯŬȱTheȱquestionȱpursuedȱ isȱ thenȱ
epistemologicalȱratherȱthanȱmetaphysicalǯȱSecondǰȱtheȱepistemologicalȱquestionȱ
isȱwhatȱgroundsȱourȱtestimonialȱknowledgeȱthatȱpǰȱorȱgroundsȱtheȱtestimonialȱ
justięcationȱweȱhaveȱforȱourȱbeliefȱthatȱpǯȱIȱputȱasideȱtheȱpriorȱepistemologicalȱ
questionȱofȱwhatȱmakesȱitȱreasonableȱtoȱacceptȱaȱpieceȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱ
toȱpȱ inȱ theȱęrstȱplaceǯŭȱThirdǰȱdiěerentȱanswersȱ toȱ theȱcentralȱepistemologicalȱ

ūǯȲOnȱtheȱnatureȱofȱcollectivesȱandȱcollectiveȱagencyǰȱseeǰȱforȱinstanceǰȱGilbertȱǻūųŲųǼǰȱListȱandȱ
PeĴitȱǻŬŪūūǼȱandȱTuomelaȱǻŬŪūŭǼǯ

ŬǯȲForȱargumentǰȱseeȱTollefsenȱǻŬŪŪűǼ
ŭǯȲIȱargueȱforȱtheȱimportanceȱofȱthisȱdistinctionȱinȱFaulknerȱǻŬŪŪŪǼǯ
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questionȱofȱwhatȱexplainsȱourȱlearningȱthatȱpȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱtoȱpȱthenȱ
developȱ andȱ employȱdiěerentȱ collectiveȱnotionsǰȱwhereȱ anȱ importantȱdistinc-
tionȱisȱbetweenȱthoseȱanswersȱthatȱmakeȱessentialȱreferenceȱtoȱaȱknowingȱcol-
lectiveȱandȱthoseȱthatȱdoȱnotǯȱCallȱtheseȱpositionsȱrespectivelyȱeliminativistȱand 

nonȬȱeliminativistǯŮȱTheȱdisagreementȱbetweenȱtheseȱtheoriesȱisȱoverȱwhetherȱorȱ
notȱtheȱintroductionȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱintoȱtheȱepistemologyȱofȱtestimonyȱ
entailsȱtheȱintroductionȱofȱcollectiveȱknowersǯ

Aȱgoodȱwayȱofȱapproachingȱ thisȱquestionȱ isȱ toȱ considerȱhowȱ theoriesȱofȱ
individualȱtestimonyȱaddressȱtheȱparallelȱquestionȱofȱwhetherȱacquiringȱtesti-
monialȱknowledgeȱfromȱanȱindividualȱspeakerȂsȱtestimonyȱrequiresȱreferenceȱ
toȱtheȱspeakerȱknowingǯȱBothȱȁeliminativistȂȱandȱȁnonȬȱeliminativistȂȱpositionsȱ
haveȱbeenȱarguedȱforǯȱForȱexampleǰȱLackeyȱǻŬŪŪŲǼȱarguesȱthatȱwhatȱexplainsȱ
anȱaudienceȱAȂsȱknowingȱthatȱpȱonȱtheȱbasisȱofȱaȱspeakerȱSȂsȱtestimonyȱtoȱpȱareȱ
factsȱaboutȱ theȱ reliabilityȱofȱ theȱ speakerȂsȱ testimonyǯȱ InsofarȱasȱSȂsȱknowingȱ
thatȱpȱneitherȱentailsȱtheȱreliabilityȱofȱSȂsȱtestimonyǰȱnorȱisȱentailedȱbyȱtheȱreli-
abilityȱofȱSȂsȱtestimonyǰȱwhetherȱSȱknowsȱthatȱpȱisȱimmaterialȱandȱthisȱpositionȱ
isȱȁeliminativistȂǯȱConverselyǰȱBurgeȱǻūųųŭǼȱproposesȱaȱȁnonȬȱeliminativistȂȱposi-
tionǱȱinȱacquiringȱtheȱbeliefȱthatȱpȱthroughȱunderstandingȱSȂsȱtestimonyȱtoȱpǰȱ
AȂsȱbeliefȱthatȱpȱgetsȱtoȱbeȱsupportedȱbyȱwhateverȱwarrantȱSȱpossessesȱforȱbe-

lievingȱthatȱpǯȱUnderstandingȱfunctionsȱtoȱtransmitȱwarrantȱbetweenȱspeakerȱ
andȱaudienceȱmuchȱasȱmemoryȱfunctionsȱtoȱpreserveȱwarrantȱfromȱoneȱtimeȱtoȱ
anotherǯȱOrȱconsiderȱMoranȂsȱǻŬŪŪůǼȱproposalȱthatȱinȱtellingȱAȱthatȱpǰȱSȱoěersȱAȱ
hisȱassuranceȱthatȱpǯȱAnȱassuranceȱcanȱbeȱproperlyȱoěeredȯȱandȱtheȱresponsi-
bilitiesȱassumedȱinȱitȱdischargedȯȱonlyȱifȱSȱknowsȱthatȱpȱorȱjustięablyȱbelievesȱ
thatȱ pǯȱ Soȱ theȱ explanationȱ ofȱAȂsȱ geĴingȱ toȱ testimoniallyȱ knowȱ thatȱ pȱmustȱ
againȱreferȱtoȱSȂsȱknowingȱthatȱpǰȱandȱtheȱexplanationȱisȱȁnonȬȱeliminativistȂǯ

TheseȱtheoriesȱofȱindividualȱtestimonyȱcanȱthenȱbeȱappliedǰȱwithȱliĴleȱmodi-
ęcationǰȱtoȱtheȱcaseȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyǯȱSoȱappliedȱtheȱresultingȱepistemolo-

giesȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱhaveȱbeenȱlabelledȱdeĚationary, non- reductiveǰȱandȱas-

suranceȱrespectivelyǯȱThisȱpaperȱwillȱconsiderȱtheseȱtheoriesȱinȱreverseȱorderȱinȱ
SectionsȱŭǰȱŮȱandȱůǯȱItȱstartsǰȱinȱSectionȱūǰȱwithȱaȱcoupleȱofȱexamplesȱofȱcollectiveȱ
testimonyǯȱInȱSectionȱŬǰȱitȱthenȱdevelopsȱanȱinĚuentialȱargumentǰȱwhichȱproposesȱ
thatȱsuchȱexamplesȱoěerȱgroundsȱforȱrecognisingȱcollectiveȱknowersǯȱThisȱargu-

mentȱforȱnonȬȱeliminativismȱthenȱstructuresȱtheȱpresentationȱofȱtheȱthreeȱtheoriesȱ
ofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyǯȱTheȱpositionȱIȱwillȱargueȱforȱinȱSectionȱŰȱisȱthatȱoneȱcanȱ
recogniseȱ collectiveȱknowledgeȱwithoutȱ recognisingȱanyȱcollectiveȱknowerǯȱ Inȱ
denyingȱtheȱexplanatoryȱneedȱforȱreferenceȱtoȱaȱcollectiveȱknowerǰȱthisȱpositionȱ
isȱ eliminativistǯȱHoweverǰȱ inȱ givingȱ anȱ explanatoryȱ centralȱ placeȱ toȱ collectiveȱ
knowledgeǰȱitȱdevelopsȱaȱnonȬȱreductiveȱpositionǯů

ŮǯȲLackeyȱǻŬŪūŮǼȱusesȱtheȱlabelsȱȁinĚationaryȂȱandȱȁdeĚationaryȂȱforȱtheseȱpositionsǯ
ůǯȲForȱtheȱresultingȱfullȱtableȱofȱpositionsǰȱseeȱtheȱconclusionǯ
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ūǯȱCollectiveȱTestimony

Itȱwouldȱbeȱhelpfulȱ toȱhaveȱaȱ coupleȱofȱ casesȱofȱ collectiveȱ testimonyȱ toȱworkȱ
withǯȱIȱreferȱtoȱtwoȱfamiliarȱcasesǯȱTheȱęrstȱisȱEdwinȱHutchinsȂsȱǻūųųůǼȱdescrip-

tionȱofȱnavigationȱaboardȱtheȱUSS PalauȱbeforeȱGPSȱtechnologyǯȱAtȱtheȱtimeȱofȱ
HutchinsȂsȱobservationsǰȱaȱgroupȱofȱeightȱmenȱformedȱtheȱNavigationȱDepart-
mentȱandȱwereȱresponsibleȱforȱpilotingȱtheȱshipȱintoȱportǯȱToȱdoȱthisȱtheȱbearingȱ
ofȱtheȱshipȱwithȱrespectȱtoȱthreeȱknownȱlandmarksȱandȱaȱdepthȱmeasurementȱ
hadȱtoȱbeȱtakenǯȱTheseȱmeasurementsȱwouldȱbeȱtakenȱeveryȱthreeȱminutesȱonȱaȱ
portȱapproachȱandȱinvolvedȱtheȱoperationȱofȱtheȱwholeȱteamǲȱforȱinstanceǰȱtheȱ
bearingȱrecorderȱconsultsȱtheȱmapsǰȱchoosesȱtheȱlandmarksǰȱandȱcommunicatesȱ
theseȱtoȱtheȱpelorusȱoperatorsȱonȱdeckǰȱwhoȱthenȱtakeȱtheȱnecessaryȱbearingsǯȱ
TheȱploĴerȱthenȱmarksȱtheseȱlinesȱofȱpositionȱonȱtheȱmapǰȱęxesȱtheȱboatȂsȱposi-
tionȱandȱchecksȱitsȱcorrectnessȱbyȱcomparingȱtheȱchartȱdepthȱwithȱthatȱrecord-

edȱbyȱtheȱfathomȱoperatorǯȱCommunicationȱwithȱtheȱengineȱroomȱthenȱallowsȱ
theȱshipȂsȱfutureȱpositionȱtoȱbeȱreckonedǰȱandȱonȱthisȱbasisȱtheȱbearingȱrecorderȱ
judgesȱtheȱnextȱsetȱofȱlandmarksȱandȱtheȱęxȱcycleȱrepeatsǯȱThusȱwhenȱtheȱHeadȱ
ofȱNavigationȱtellsȱtheȱCaptainȱthatȱpȯȱthatȱtheȱshipȱisȱatȱsuchȱandȱsuchȱlocationȱ
proceedingȱNorthȱNorthȱWestȱatȱūŬȱknotsȯȱheȱspeaksȱforȱtheȱNavigationȱDepart-
mentȱwhoȱestablishesȱthisȱfactǯȱCallȱthisȱtheȱnavigation caseǯ

Theȱ secondȱ caseȱ isȱ JonȱHardwigȂsȱ ǻūųŲůǼȱ descriptionȱ ofȱ anȱ experimentȱ toȱ
recordȱcharmȱeventsȱandȱmeasureȱtheȱ lifeȬȱspanȱofȱcharmȱparticlesȱwhichȱtookȱ
ninetyȬȱnineȱphysicistsȱforȱitsȱconductǯŰȱSuchȱanȱimmenseȱcollaborationȱwasȱre-
quiredȱbecauseȱspecięcȱequipmentȱneededȱtoȱbeȱbuiltǰȱStanfordȂsȱLinearȱAccel-
eratorȱneededȱtoȱbeȱmodięedǰȱandȱvastȱquantitiesȱofȱdataȱneededȱtoȱbeȱanalysedǰȱ
aȱtaskȱrequiringȱtwoȱhundredȱandȱeightyȱmanȱyearsȱandȱaȱvarietyȱofȱexpertiseǯȱ
ThusȱwhenȱtheȱresultingȱpaperȱinȱPhysicalȱReviewȱLeĴersȱdeclaresȱthatȱpȯȱthatȱtheȱ
charmȱcrossȬȱsectionȱisȱcalculatedȱtoȱbeȱsuchȱandȱsuchȯȱthisȱpieceȱofȱtestimonyȱ
comesȱfromȱtheȱresearchȱteamȱasȱaȱwholeȱwhoȱestablishedȱthisȱfactȱandȱwhoȱareȱ
individuallyȱcreditedȱinȱtheȱauthorȱlistǯȱCallȱthisȱtheȱphysics caseǯ

ŬǯȱFromȱCollectiveȱTestimonyȱtoȱaȱCollectiveȱKnower

Theȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱgivenȱinȱtheȱnavigation caseȱandȱphysics caseȱcanȱgroundȱ
testimonialȱknowledgeǯȱThisȱfactǰȱHardwigȱclaimsǰȱgeneratesȱaȱdilemmaǱȱeitherȱ
weȱmustȱsayȱȃthatȱsomeoneȱcanȱknowȱȁvicariouslyȂȯȱiǯeǯȱwithoutȱpossessingȱtheȱ
evidenceȱforȱtheȱtruthȱofȱwhatȱheȱknowsȄǰȱorȱweȱmustȱallowȱthatȱtheȱexperimen-

ŰǯȲKnorrȬȱCetinaȱǻūųųųǱȱŬŪǼȱobservesȱthatȱtheȱtrendȱinȱhighȬȱenergyȱphysicsȱexperimentsȱisȱto-

wardsȱgreaterȱcollaborationǲȱsheȱcitesȱtheȱATLASȱexperimentȱatȱCERNȱwithȱapproximatelyȱŬǰŪŪŪȱ
collaboratorsǯ
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talȱresultȱȃisȱknownǰȱnotȱbyȱanyȱoneȱpersonǰȱbutȱbyȱtheȱcommunityȄȱǻūųŲůǱȱŭŮŲȮȱ
ŭŮųǼǯȱFacedȱwithȱthisȱdilemmaǰȱHardwigȱsuggestsȱthatȱtheȱlaĴerȱcourseȱisȱȃmoreȱ
epistemologicallyȱpalatableǲȱforȱitȱenablesȱusȱtoȱsaveȱtheȱoldȱandȱimportantȱideaȱ
thatȱknowingȱaȱpropositionȱrequiresȱunderstandingȱtheȱpropositionȱandȱpossess-
ingȱtheȱrelevantȱevidenceȱforȱitsȱtruthȄȱǻūųŲůǱȱŭŮųǼǯȱSoȱheȱconcludesȱthatȱonceȱweȱ
recogniseȱthatȱweȱcanȱacquireȱtestimonialȱknowledgeȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyǰȱ
weȱmustȱrecogniseȱthatȱaȱcollectiveȱcanȱequallyȱbeȱaȱknowingȱsubjectǯȱItȱfollowsȱ
thatȱtheȱepistemologyȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱshouldȱbeȱnonȬȱeliminativistǯ

HardwigȂsȱdilemmaǰȱIȱhaveȱsuggestedȱǻFaulknerȱŬŪŪŰǱȱūűūǼǰȱcanȱbeȱpresentedȱ
asȱfollowsǯ

ȱ ūǯȱ Oneȱcanȱacquireȱknowledgeȱthatȱpȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱtoȱp
ȱ Ŭǯȱ Eitherȱthisȱknowledgeȱisȱtestimonialȱorȱnotǯ
ȱ ŭǯȱ Ifȱ thisȱ knowledgeȱ isȱ testimonialǰȱ thenȱ theȱ speakerȱ mustȱ haveȱ nonȬȱ

testimonialȱknowledgeȱthatȱpǯ
ȱ Ůǯȱ TheȱpossessionȱofȱnonȬȱtestimonialȱknowledgeȱthatȱpȱrequiresȱtheȱbelievingȱ

subjectȱbeȱableȱtoȱarticulateȱtheȱappropriateȱgroundsȱforȱknowingȱpǯ
ȱ ůǯȱ Noȱoneȱcouldȱarticulateȱtheȱgroundsȱonȱwhichȱthatȱpȱisȱknownǯ
ȱ Űǯȱ Premisesȱūȱtoȱůȱareȱinconsistentǯ

Theȱ inconsistencyȱofȱ theseȱpremisesȱ shouldȱbeȱ clearǯȱAȱ readerȱ ofȱ theȱPhysical 

ReviewȱLeĴersǰȱorȱtheȱCaptainȱofȱtheȱUSS PalauǰȱtestimoniallyȱknowsȱthatȱpǯȱFromȱ
premisesȱūǰȱŬȱandȱŭǰȱthisȱrequiresȱtheȱspeakerȱǻtheȱauthorȱofȱtheȱPhysical Review 

LeĴersȱ orȱ theȱHeadȱ ofȱNavigationǼȱ knowȱ thatȱ pȱ onȱ nonȬȱtestimonialȱ groundsǯȱ
ButȱfromȱpremisesȱŮȱandȱůǰȱnoȱoneȱpossessesȱtheseȱgroundsǯȱItȱfollowsȱthatȱpȱisȱ
unknowableǰȱcontraryȱ toȱ theȱstartingȱpremiseȱūǯȱHardwigȂsȱdilemmaȱthenȱ fol-
lowsȱfromȱconsideringȱwhichȱofȱthisȱinconsistentȱsetȱofȱpremisesȱcanȱbeȱrejectedǯȱ
Clearlyǰȱweȱtakeȱourselvesȱtoȱpossessȱscientięcȱknowledgeǰȱandȱpremiseȱūȱisȱjustȱ
anȱ instanceȱ ofȱ thisȯȱthatȱ instanceȱ describedȱ inȱ theȱ physics caseǯȱAlternativelyǱȱ
clearlyǰȱweȱcanȱnavigateǰȱandȱsoȱknowȱwhereȱweȱareȱandȱwhereȱweȱareȱgoingǰȱ
andȱpremiseȱūȱisȱjustȱanȱinstanceȱofȱthisȯȱthatȱinstanceȱdescribedȱinȱtheȱnaviga-

tion caseǯȱEitherȱwayǰȱtheȱpossessionȱofȱthisȱknowledgeǰȱinȱtheȱcasesȱdescribedǰȱ
requiresȱcertainȱgroundsǰȱwhichȱisȱpremiseȱŮǯȱAndȱpremiseȱŬȱisȱaȱtautologyǯȱSoȱ
theȱpremisesȱthatȱareȱopenȱtoȱrejectionȱareȱŭȱandȱůǱȱeitherȱpremiseȱŭȱ isȱfalseȯȱ
knowledgeȱcanȱbeȱpurely vicariousȯȱorȱpremiseȱůȱisȱfalseȯȱȁsomeoneȂȱcanȱarticu-

lateȱtheȱneededȱgroundsǰȱtoȱwitǱȱtheȱcommunityǯ
Theȱ obviousȱworryȱwithȱHardwigȂsȱ strategyȱ isȱ voicedȱ byȱ LackeyȂsȱ ǻŬŪūŮǱȱ

űūǼȱcriticismȱofȱthisȱgeneralȱformȱofȱargumentǱȱasȱitȱstandsǰȱpremiseȱŭȱhasȱbeenȱ
shownȱ toȱbeȱ falseȱ inȱ theȱ epistemologyȱofȱ individualȱ testimonyǯȱThusǰȱLackeyȱ
ǻūųųųǼȱgivesȱaȱ seriesȱofȱ examplesȱ thatȱ tellȱ againstȱpremiseȱŭǯȱOneȱofȱ theseȱex-

amplesȱisȱthatȱofȱaȱcreationistȱteacherȱwhoȱtellsȱherȱstudentsǰȱasȱtheȱcurriculumȱ
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demandsǰȱaȱpropositionȱtoȱdoȱwithȱevolutionǰȱwhichȱsheȱrejectsǯȱHerȱstudentsȱgetȱ
toȱknowȱthisȱpropositionȱofȱevolutionǰȱbutȱsinceȱtheȱteacherȱdoesȱnotȱbelieveȱitǰȱ
sheȱdoesȱnotȱknowȱitȱandȱpremiseȱŭȱisȱfalseǯ

HoweverǰȱthisȱcaseǰȱandȱLackeyȂsȱotherȱcasesǰȱmerelyȱshowȱthatȱtheȱtransmis-
sionȱofȱknowledgeȱdownȱaȱchainȱǻfromȱtheȱevolutionaryȱscientistsȱtoȱtheȱstudentsǼȱ
canȱskipȱaȱlinkȱǻtheȱteacherǼǯűȱAsȱsuchǰȱpremiseȱŭȱwouldȱbeȱbeĴerȱformulatedȱasǱ

ǻŭȘǼȱIfȱthisȱknowledgeȱisȱtestimonialǰȱthenȱsomeoneȱinȱtheȱpriorȱtestimo-

nialȱchainȱmustȱhaveȱnonȬȱtestimonialȱknowledgeȱthatȱpǯŲ

AȱcaseȱagainstȱǻŭȘǼȱisȱthenȱpresentedȱbyȱGrahamȱǻŬŪŪŰǼǱȱanotherȱcreationistȱteach-

erȱdiscoversȱaȱfossilȱonȱaȱschoolȱęeldȱtripǰȱcorrectlyȱinfersȱaȱnewȱpropositionȱinȱ
evolutionaryȱtheoryǰȱandȱtellsȱthisȱtoȱhisȱstudentsǯȱInȱthisȱcaseǰȱtheȱteacherȱdoesȱ
notȱ knowȱ thisȱ newȱpropositionǰȱ becauseȱ heȱ doesȱ notȱ believeȱ itǰȱ butȱ norȱ doesȱ
anyoneȱelseȱinȱtheȱpriorȱchainȱofȱsourcesȱbecauseȱitȱisȱaȱnewȱproposalȱbasedȱonȱ
theȱteacherȂsȱobservationȱofȱtheȱdiscoveredȱfossilǯȱNeverthelessǰȱitȱseemsȱthatȱtheȱ
studentsȱcanȱgetȱtoȱknowȱthisȱnewȱpropositionǰȱsoȱǻŭȘǼȱisȱfalseǯ

Whatȱisȱinterestingȱaboutȱthisȱfossilȱcaseȱisȱthatȱitȱisȱsimilarȱtoȱtheȱnavigation 

andȱphysics casesǲȱ itȱ isȱ aȱ caseȱofȱwhatȱHutchinsȱ ǻūųųůǼȱwouldȱ callȱ ȃdistributedȱ
cognitionȄǯȱToȱseeȱthisǰȱconsiderȱaȱvariation navigation caseȱwhereȱtheȱploĴerȱhasȱaȱ
peculiarȱparanoiaǱȱheȱbelievesȱallȱdepthȱmeasurementsȱareȱwrongǯȱProvidedȱtheȱ
ploĴerȱproceedsȱinȱtheȱwayȱdescribedȯȱusingȱtheȱbearingsȱgivenȱbyȱtheȱpelorusȱ
operatorsȱtoȱplotȱtheȱshipȂsȱpositionȱandȱconęrmingȱitȱagainstȱtheȱchartsȱwithȱtheȱ
fathomȱoperatorȂsȱdepthȱmeasurementȯȱhisȱtestimonyȱthatȱtheȱshipȱisȱinȱsuchȬȱ
andȬȱsuchȱaȱpositionȱwillȱallowȱtheȱHeadȱofȱNavigationȱtoȱknowȱthisȱfactǯȱThatȱ
heȱ isȱparanoidȱ isȱ immaterialǯȱEquallyǰȱ theȱ teacherȂsȱ creationismȱ isȱ immaterialǯȱ
WhatȱmaĴersȱisȱthatǰȱlikeȱtheȱploĴerǰȱtheȱteacherȱcorrectlyȱcombinesȱtwoȱbitsȱofȱ
knowledgeȯȱwhatȱheȱobservesȱaboutȱtheȱfossilȱandȱwhatȱheȱknowsȱaboutȱevolu-

tionaryȱtheoryȯȱinȱcomingȱupȱwithȱtheȱnewȱpropositionǯȱNowȱoneȱmustȱbeȱcare-
fulȱinȱstatingȱwhatȱtheȱteacherȱknowsȱaboutȱtheȱfossilǯȱHeȱknowsȱthatȱitȱhasȱthisȱ
shapeȱandȱlookǰȱetcǯȱHeȱknowsȱthatȱifȱitȱhasȱthisȱshapeȱandȱlookǰȱetcǯǰȱthenȱevo-

lutionaryȱtheoryȱwouldȱproposeȱthatȱitȱisȱaȱfossilȱofȱXǯȱAndȱheȱcorrectlyȱreasonsǰȱ
oneȱmightȱsupposeǰȱthatȱifȱitȱisȱaȱfossilȱofȱXǰȱthenȱtheȱnewȱpropositionȱofȱevolutionȱ
followsǯȱButȱheȱdoesnȂtȱknowȱeitherȱthisȱnewȱpropositionȱorȱthatȱitȱisȱaȱfossilȱofȱXȱ
becauseȱheȱbelievesȱthatȱevolutionaryȱtheoryȱisȱfalseǯȱNeverthelessǰȱinȱknowingȱ
thatȱtheȱfossilȱhasȱthisȱlookȱandȱshapeǰȱetcǯȱandȱmakingȱtheȱcorrectȱ inferencesǰȱ
hisȱtestimonyȱtoȱtheȱnewȱpropositionȱofȱevolutionȱwouldȱallowȱhisȱstudentsȱtoȱ
getȱ toȱknowȱ itȱ forȱ theȱ sameȱreasonȱ thatȱ theȱ testimonyȱofȱ theȱparanoidȱploĴerȱ

űǯȲIȱdiscussȱLackeyȂsȱcasesȱfurtherȱinȱFaulknerȱǻŬŪūūǱȱűūȮȱűůǼǯȱSeeȱalsoȱWrightȱǻŬŪūŰǼǯ
ŲǯȲIndeedȱǻŭȘǼȱwasȱalwaysȱtheȱproposalǯȱSeeȱFaulknerȱǻŬŪŪŪǱȱůųůǼȱandȱBurgeȱǻŬŪūŭǱȱŬůŰǼǯȱTheȱ

reconstructionȱofȱHardwigȂsȱargumentȱIȱgaveȱinȱFaulknerȱǻŬŪŪŰǱȱūűūǼȱusesȱǻŭȘǼǯ
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wouldȱallowȱtheȱHeadȱofȱNavigationȱtoȱknowȱthatȱtheȱshipȱisȱatȱsuchȬȱandȬȱsuchȱ
positionǯȱEachȱcorrectlyȱcombinesȱsourcesȱofȱknowledgeȱtoȱyieldȱtheȱnewȱitemȱofȱ
knowledgeǯȱFromȱtheȱepistemicȱpositionȱofȱtheȱstudentsȱorȱHeadȱofȱNavigationǰȱ
thisȱknowledgeǰȱBurgeȱsaysǰȱthenȱȃresidesǰȱcollectivelyǰȱinȱtheȱantecedentȱchainȄȱ
ǻŬŪūŭǱȱŬůűǼǯȱAsȱsuchǰȱǻŭȘǼȱwouldȱbeȱbeĴerȱformulatedȱasǱ

ǻŭȘȘǼȱ Ifȱ thisȱknowledgeȱ isȱ testimonialǰȱ thenȱeitherȱsomeoneȱ inȱ theȱpriorȱ
testimonialȱchainȱorȱtheȱchainȱtakenȱcollectivelyȱmustȱhaveȱnonȬȱtestimonialȱ
knowledgeȱthatȱpǯ

TheȱtruthȱofȱǻŭȘȘǼȱisȱnecessaryȱtoȱsupportȱtheȱintuitionȱthatȱtheȱstudentsȱacquireȱ
knowledgeǯȱForȱsupposeȱthatȱeitherȱevolutionaryȱtheoryȱwasȱnotȱknownȱbyȱany-

oneǰȱorȱ thatȱ theȱ teacherȱdidȱnotȱknowȱwhatȱheȱobservesȱaboutȱ theȱ fossilǱȱ ifȱ thisȱ
suppositionȱwereȱtrueǰȱthereȱwouldȱbeȱnoȱtemptationȱtoȱconcludeȱthatȱtheȱstudentsȱ
neverthelessȱacquireȱknowledgeȱofȱtheȱnewȱpropositionȱofȱevolutionaryȱtheoryǯ

IfȱHardwigȂsȱargumentȱisȱthenȱreconstructedȱwithȱǻŭȘȘǼȱratherȱthanȱǻŭǼǰȱHard-

wigȂsȱaĴemptȱtoȱpreserveȱconsistencyȱbyȱdenyingȱǻůǼȱisȱmoreȱcompellingǯȱSinceȱ
ǻŭȘȘǼȱintroducesȱtheȱideaȱofȱtheȱtestimonialȱchainȱtakenȱcollectivelyǰȱitȱisȱaȱsmallȱ
stepȱtoȱdenyȱǻůǼȱbyȱassertingȱthatȱȁsomeoneȂȱcouldȱarticulateȱtheȱneededȱgroundsȱ
forȱknowledgeǰȱtoȱwitǱȱtheȱchainȱtakenȱcollectivelyȱcouldȱdoȱsoǯȱThusǰȱitȱseemsȱ
thatȱonceȱweȱrecogniseȱcertainȱkindsȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyǰȱlikeȱtheȱphysicsȱandȱ
navigation casesǰȱandȱallowȱthatȱweȱcanȱacquireȱtestimonialȱknowledgeȱfromȱtheseȱ
casesȱ thenȱeitherȱweȱneedȱ toȱallowȱ ȁvicariousȱknowledgeȂȱ ǻthatȱ isǰȱknowledgeȱ
withoutȱ theȱnecessaryȱknowledgeȬȱsupportingȱgroundsǼȱorȱweȱmustȱallowȱcol-
lectiveȱknowersǯȱHardwigȱproposesȱtheȱlaĴerȱhornȱofȱtheȱdilemmaǲȱandȱinȱtheȱ
nextȱtwoȱsectionsȱIȱconsiderȱtwoȱnonȬȱeliminativistȱtheoriesȱthatȱdevelopȱthisȱpro-

posalǯȱIȱwillȱrejectȱbothǯ

ŭǯȱTheȱAssuranceȱTheoryȱofȱCollectiveȱTestimony

Accordingȱtoȱtheȱassuranceȱtheoryȱofȱindividualȱtestimonyǰȱwhatȱmakesȱtestimo-

nialȱknowledgeȱuniqueȱisȱthatȱtheȱexplanationȱofȱitsȱacquisitionȱmustȱreferȱtoȱtheȱ
testimonialȱrelationshipȱformedȱbyȱtheȱpairedȱactsȱofȱaȱspeakerȱtelling an audience 

somethingȱ andȱ theȱ audienceȱbelievingȱ theȱ speakerǯȱ Theȱkeyȱ featureȱofȱ tellingȱ isȱ
thatȱitȱisȱsomethingȱlikeȱaȱpromiseȱthatȱwhatȱisȱtoldȱisȱtrueǱȱinȱtellingȱAȱthatȱpǰȱSȱ
doesnȂtȱmerelyȱassertȱthatȱpȱbutȱadditionallyȱassumesȱresponsibilityȱforȱAȂsȱcom-

ingȱtoȱbelieveȱtrulyȱthatȱpǯȱTheȱpairedȱresponseȱisȱforȱAȱtoȱbelieveȱthatȱpȱisȱtrueȱ
becauseȱAȱbelieves Sǰȱorȱtrusts S for the truthǯȱInsofarȱasȱthisȱrelationȱexistsǰȱwhenȱ
SȱthenȱknowsȱthatȱpǰȱandȱsoȱcanȱdischargeȱtheȱresponsibilityȱsheȱassumesǰȱAȱgetsȱ
toȱknowȱthatȱpȱthroughȱtrustingȱSȱforȱtheȱtruthȱasȱtoȱwhetherȱpǯ
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Evidenceȱ forȱ thisȱ assuranceȱ explanationȱ ofȱ ourȱ acquisitionȱ ofȱ knowledgeȱ
fromȱ individualȱ testimonyȱ thenȱcomesȱ fromȱtheȱ reactiveȱaĴitudesȱweȱdemon-

strateȱasȱspeakersȱandȱaudiencesǯȱWereȱAȱtoȱnotȱbelieveȱSǰȱorȱtoȱmerelyȱbelieveȱ
whatȱSȱsaysǰȱrejectingȱSȂsȱassumptionȱofȱresponsibilityǰȱSȱwouldȱbeȱliableȱtoȱfeel 

aěrontedǯȱAndȱwereȱ SȂsȱ tellingȱ aȱ lieȱ orȱ SȂsȱ tellingȱnotȱ adequatelyȱgroundedȱ inȱ
theȱtruthǰȱAȱwouldȱfeelȱthatȱhisȱtrust had been betrayedǯȱTheseȱreactiveȱaĴitudesǰȱ
MirandaȱFrickerȱǻŬŪūŬǼȱthenȱobservesǰȱareȱequallyȱfoundȱinȱtheȱcaseȱofȱcollectiveȱ
testimonyǯȱSheȱimaginesȱtheȱcaseȱofȱaȱcommiĴeeȱtaskedȱwithȱproducingȱaȱreportȱ
intoȱtheȱhealthȱrisksȱassociatedȱwithȱcommonlyȱusedȱfoodȱadditivesǯȱThisȱreportȱ
isȱwellȬȱpublicisedȱandȱaȱcitizenǰȱAǰȱreadsȱandȱbelievesȱitǯȱSubsequentlyǰȱitȱthenȱ
transpiresȱthatȱtheȱfoodȱcompaniesǰȱwhoseȱpracticesȱwereȱunderȱscrutinyǰȱhadȱ
inĚuencedȱtheȱcommiĴeeǯ

Ourȱ citizenȱ isȱ betrayedǯȱ Heȱ trustedȱ theȱ commiĴeeȂsȱ wordǰȱ butȱ theyȱ
abusedȱhisȱtrustǰȱandȱdoubtlessȱthatȱofȱmanyȱotherȱmembersȱofȱtheȱpub-

licǯȱAllȱtheȱdeęningȱtrustȱrelatedȱfeaturesȱofȱtestimonyȱareȱpresentȱinȱthisȱ
caseǯȱǻFrickerȱŬŪūŬǱȱŬűŭǼ

ThatȱAȱwouldȱfeelȱbetrayedȱindicatesȱoneȱsideȱofȱtheȱtestimonialȱrelationǰȱnamelyȱ
thatȱAȱtrustedȱtheȱcommiĴeeȱforȱtheȱtruthȱonȱthisȱmaĴerǯȱInȱdoingȱsoǰȱAȱwouldȱ
takeȱ theȱ reportȱ asȱ anȱ assumptionȱ ofȱ responsibilityǰȱ orȱ asȱ Frickerȱ putsȱ itȱ asȱ aȱ
ȃcommitmentȱtoȱsecondȱpersonalȱtrustworthinessȱconcerningȱwhetherȱpȄȱǻŬŪūŬǱȱ
ŬűūǼȯȱthatȱisǰȱconcerningȱwhetherǰȱandȱinȱwhatȱwaysǰȱcommonlyȱusedȱfoodȱad-

ditivesȱposeȱaȱriskȱtoȱhealthǯ
TheȱotherȱsideȱofȱtheȱtestimonialȱrelationȱisȱthatȱSǰȱtheȱcommiĴeeǰȱdidȱinȱfactȱ

assumeȱthisȱresponsibilityȱorȱmakeȱthisȱcommitmentȱtoȱtrustworthinessǯȱAndȱitȱisȱ
possibleȱforȱaȱcommiĴeeȱtoȱundertakeȱthisȱcommitmentǰȱFrickerȱarguesǰȱinsofarȱ
asȱtheȱcommiĴeeǰȱasȱaȱsocialȱgroupǰȱisȱconstitutedȱbyȱvariousȱjointȱcommitmentsǯȱ
Thatȱ socialȱ groupsȱ areȱ soȱ constitutedȱ inȱ thisȱwayȱ isȱMargaretȱGilbertȂsȱ ǻūųŲųǼȱ
inĚuentialȱproposalǯȱAccordingȱtoȱGilbertǰȱtheȱmostȱrudimentaryȱsocialȱgroupsǰȱ
areȱformedȱwhenȱpeopleȱdoȱthingsȱtogetherȯȱhaveȱaȱpicnicȱtogetherǰȱdoȱanȱex-

perimentȱtogetherǰȱpilotȱaȱboatȱtogetherȱandȱsoȱonȯȱandȱdoingȱthingsȱtogetherȱisȱ
justȱaȱmaĴerȱofȱjointlyȱcommiĴingȱtoȱthatȱcourseȱofȱactionǯȱJointȱcommitmentȱisȱ
thenȱaȱbasicȱnotionǰȱwhichȱdeęnesȱandȱidentięesȱcollectivesǯųȱFrickerȂsȱproposalȱ
followsǱ

Myȱproposalȱisȱthatȱweȱconstrueȱaȱgroupȱtestięerȱasȱconstitutedǰȱatȱleastȱ
inȱpartǰȱbyȱwayȱofȱaȱjointȱcommitmentȱtoȱtrustworthinessȱasȱtoȱwhetherȱpȱǻorȱ

ųǯȲThusǰȱcollectiveȱintentionsȱcanȱbeȱdeęnedȱinȱtermsȱofȱitǱȱȃAȱandȱBȱcollectivelyȱintendȱtoȱdoȱXȱ
ifȱandȱonlyȱifȱAȱandȱBȱareȱjointȱcommiĴedȱtoȱintendȱasȱaȱbodyȱtoȱdoȱXȄȱǻGilbertȱŬŪŪŭǱȱŮųǼǯȱCompareȱ
ListȱandȱPeĴitȱǻŬŪūūǱȱŭŭǼǯ
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whateverȱrangeȱofȱpȬȱlikeȱquestionsȱmightȱdelineateȱtheȱbodyȂsȱexpertiseǰȱ
formalȱremitǰȱorȱinformalȱrangeȱofȱresponsibilityǼǯȱǻŬŪūŬǱȱŬűŬǼ

SheȱaddsǰȱȃIȱsuspectȱthatȱanyȱcollectiveȱbodyȱwhoseȱroleȱisȱlikelyȱtoȱinvolveȱtellingȱ
peopleȱthingsȱwouldȱneedȱtoȱhaveȱthisȱasȱoneȱofȱitsȱconstitutiveȱcommitmentsȄȱ
ǻFrickerȱŬŪūŬǱȱŬűŬǼǯȱButȱtheȱmainȱthesisȱisȱtheȱweakerǱȱwhereȱaȱcollectiveȱhasȱaȱ
jointȱcommitmentȱtoȱtrustworthinessȱitȱisȱcapableȱofȱenteringȱȃintoȱtheȱsecondȬȱ
personalȱrelationsȱofȱtrustȱthatȱcharacterizeȱtestimonyȄȱǻFrickerȱŬŪūŬǱŬűŬǼǯȱWhenȱ
thisȱisȱsoȱandȱitsȱreceiptȱisȱtrustingǰȱitȱisȱpossibleȱtoȱgiveȱanȱassuranceȱexplanationȱ
ofȱourȱacquisitionȱofȱknowledgeȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyǯ

Theȱ problemȱwithȱ thisȱ assuranceȱ theoryȱ ofȱ collectiveȱ testimonyȱ isȱ oneȱ ofȱ
scopeǲȱ otherwiseȱ putǰȱ itȱ failsȱ ofȱ suĜciencyǱȱ thereȱ areȱ casesȱwhereȱweȱ acquireȱ
knowledgeȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱthatȱcannotȱbeȱaccountedȱforȱinȱassuranceȱ
termsǯūŪȱWhileȱweȱcanȱhaveȱtheȱkindȱofȱtestimonialȱrelationȱtoȱaȱcollectiveȱtesti-
ęerȱthatȱsupportsȱtheȱdescribedȱsetȱofȱsecondȬȱpersonalȱaĴitudesȱandȱemotionsǰȱ
thisȱisȱnotȱordinarilyȱtheȱcaseǯȱAȱkeyȱfeatureȱofȱtheȱtestimonialȱrelationǰȱwhichȱ
isȱtheȱcentralȱfocusȱofȱtheȱassuranceȱtheoryȱofȱindividualȱtestimonyǰȱisȱthatȱitȱisȱ
a personȬȱspecięcȱrelationȱinvolvingȱaĴitudesȱtowardsȱandȱaboutȱanotherȱspecięcȱ
partyǯȱInȱtrustingȱSȱforȱtheȱtruthǰȱAȱexpectsȱsomethingȱof SǰȱwhichȱisȱthatȱSȱwillȱ
beȱmovedȱbyȱhisǰȱAȂsǰȱneedȱforȱtheȱtruthǯūūȱFulęllingȱthisȱexpectationǰȱandȱbeingȱ
trustworthyǰȱthenȱrequiresȱthatȱSȱactȱforȱthisȱreasonǲȱmereȱreliabilityȱwouldȱnotȱ
beȱenoughȱtoȱsatisfyȱthisȱexpectationǰȱnorȱwouldȱitȱbeȱenoughȱforȱtrustworthi-
nessǯȱToȱuseȱBaierȂsȱǻūųŲŰǱȱŬŭůǼȱexampleǱȱKantȂsȱregularityȱofȱhabitȱallowedȱhisȱ
neighboursȱtoȱtellȱtheȱtimeȱfromȱhisȱwalksǰȱbutȱhisȱneighbourȂsȱneedȱtoȱknowȱtheȱ
timeȱwasȱnoȱpartȱofȱhisȱreasonȱforȱwalkingǰȱsoȱthereȱisȱnoȱtrustȱtoȱbetrayȱandǰȱasȱ
FrickerȱǻŬŪūŬǱȱŬůŰǼȱacknowledgesǰȱnoȱȃsecondȱpersonalȄȱtrustworthinessǯȱEqual-
lyǰȱinȱbeingȱmovedȱbyȱA’s needȱtoȱknowȱwhetherȱpǰȱinȱbeingȱȃsecondȱpersonallyȱ
trustworthyȄǰȱSȱtakesȱresponsibilityȱforȱA’sȱcomingȱtoȱbelieveȱthatȱpǰȱandȱonlyȱforȱ
AȂsȱbeliefǯȱThusǰȱtheȱassuranceȱtheoryȱidentięesȱaȱdiěerenceȱinȱepistemicȱpositionȱ
betweenȱoneȱwhoȱisȱtoldȱandȱoneȱwhoȱmerelyȱoverhearsǰȱandȱthatȱthereȱisȱsuchȱaȱ
diěerenceȱisȱoftenȱtakenȱtoȱbeȱevidenceȱforȱtheȱassuranceȱexplanationǯūŬ

Inȱ theȱcaseȱofȱcollectiveȱ testimonyǰȱ itȱ isȱpossibleȱ forȱsuchȱaȱpersonȬȱspecięcȱ
relationshipȱtoȱexistǯȱThisȱisȱplausiblyȱtrueȱofȱtheȱnavigation caseǯȱWhenȱtheȱHeadȱ
ofȱtheȱNavigationȱTeamȱtellsȱtheȱCaptainȱthatȱpȯȱthatȱtheȱshipȱisȱatȱsuchȱandȱsuchȱ
locationȱproceedingȱNorthȱNorthȱWestȱatȱūŬȱknotsȯȱtheȱHeadȱofȱNavigationȱisȱ
speakingȱ forȱ theȱNavigationȱTeamȱ thatȱ respondsȱ specięcallyȱ toȱ theȱCaptainȂsȱ

ūŪǯȲThisȱisȱtheȱcriticismȱIȱmakeȱofȱassuranceȱtheoriesȱofȱindividualȱtestimonyǰȱseeȱFaulknerȱ
ǻŬŪūūǱȱūŰűȮȱūŰųǼǯ

ūūǯȲSeeȱFaulknerȱǻŬŪŪűǼȱandȱJonesȱǻūųųŰǼǯ
ūŬǯȲSeeǰȱinȱparticularǰȱHinchmanȱǻŬŪŪůǼǯ
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needȱforȱthisȱinformationǯȱAndȱwhenȱheȱtellsȱtheȱCaptainȱthisǰȱtheȱHeadȱofȱNavi-
gationȱspecięcallyȱassumesȱresponsibilityȱforȱtheȱCaptainȂsȱbeliefȱthatȱpǯ

Howeverǰȱthisȱcaseȱisȱunusualȱinȱthisȱrespectǰȱandȱourȱrelationȱtoȱcollectiveȱ
testimonyȱisȱnotȱgenerallyȱlikeȱthisǯȱItȱisȱnotȱtrueȱofȱtheȱphysics caseǰȱforȱinstanceǯȱ
TheȱreasonȱforȱtheȱarticleȱinȱPhysicalȱReviewȱLeĴersȱisȱtoȱaccuratelyȱdescribeȱtheȱex-

perimentȱandȱpubliciseȱitsȱresultǯȱItȱisȱtoȱcontributeȱtoȱscienceǯȱItȱisȱnotȱaddressedȱ
toȱanyȱaudienceȱinȱparticularǯȱEquallyǰȱtheȱreasonȱforȱtheȱcommiĴeeȱreportȱisȱnotȱ
citizenȱAȂsȱspecięcȱneedȱforȱinformationȱasȱtoȱtheȱhealthȱrisksȱofȱfoodȱadditivesǰȱ
andȱtheȱcommiĴeeȱreportȱisȱnotȱaddressedȱspecięcallyȱto AǯȱItȱfollowsȱthatȱcitizenȱ
AȂsȱreceiptȱofȱthisȱreportȱwouldȱnotǰȱcontraryȱtoȱFrickerȱǻŬŪūŬǱȱŬűŬǼǰȱinstantiateȱ
ȃtheȱdeęningȱtrustȱrelatedȱfeaturesȱofȱtestimonyȄǰȱandȱthatȱFrickerȂsȱdescriptionȱ
ofȱAȂsȱreactiveȱaĴitudesȱisȱmistakenǯȱWhileȱtheȱCaptainȱmightȱfeelȱbetrayedȱbyȱ
theȱNavigationȱTeamǰȱifǰȱsayǰȱitȱturnsȱoutȱtheyȱhavenȂtȱbeenȱfollowingȱprocedureȱ
andȱhisȱshipȱrunsȱagroundǰȱcitizenȱAȱisȱnotȱgoingȱtoȱfeelȱthisȱdistinctiveȱreactiveȱ
aĴitudeǯȱNoȱdoubtȱAȱmightȱfeelȱthatȱaȱwrongȱhasȱbeenȱdoneǰȱfeelȱindignantȱatȱtheȱ
corruptionȱandȱdisappointedȱaboutȱbeingȱmisledǯȱThereȱisȱtheȱmoralȱemotionȱofȱ
resentmentȱhereǯȱButȱthereȱisȱnotȱtheȱdistinctiveȱemotionȱofȱbetrayalȱbecauseȱthatȱ
wouldȱrequireȱthatȱAȱfeelȱpersonally wrongedȱbyȱtheȱfalsehoodsȱpublishedǯ

InȱFrickerȂsȱdefenceǰȱsheȱnotesȱthatȱweȱdoȱnotȱalwaysȱtreatȱcollectivesȱasȱgoodȱ
informantsǰȱtoȱwhomȱweȱcanȱstandȱinȱtheseȱsecondȬȱpersonalȱtrustȱrelationsǰȱbutȱ
sometimesȱtakeȱthemȱmerelyȱtoȱbeȱȁsourcesȱofȱinformationȂȯȱaȱliĴleȱlikeȱKantȂsȱ
neighboursȱmightȱtakeȱhisȱwalksȱasȱaȱsourceȱofȱinformationǯūŭȱHoweverǰȱtheȱob-

jectionȱisȱnotȱthatȱweȱdoȱnotȱalwaysȱtreatȱcollectivesȱasȱgoodȱinformantsǰȱbutȱthatȱ
ourȱdoingȱsoȱisȱtheȱexceptionalȱcaseǯȱWeȱrarelyȱhaveȱaȱpersonȬȱspecięcȱrelationȱtoȱ
aȱbitȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyǰȱbutȱordinarilyȱconfrontȱitȱanonymouslyȱasȱtheȱcom-

miĴeeȱreportǰȱscientięcȱarticleȱandȱsoȱonǯ

ŮǯȱTheȱNonȬȱReductiveȱTheoryȱofȱCollectiveȱTestimony

AccordingȱtoȱnonȬȱreductiveȱtheoriesȱofȱ individualȱtestimonyǰȱwhatȱmakesȱtes-
timonialȱ knowledgeȱuniqueȱ isȱ thatȱ itȱ isȱ transmiĴedȱknowledgeǯȱWithȱ thisȱ theȱ
assuranceȱtheoryȱwouldȱagreeǱȱknowledgeȱisȱtransmiĴedȱoneȬȱwayȱasȱepistemicȱ
responsibilityȱ isȱ transmiĴedȱ theȱ otherǯȱWhatȱ diěerentiatesȱ theȱ nonȬȱreductiveȱ
theoryȱisȱthenȱtheȱexplanationȱofȱtransmissionȱgivenǯūŮȱTheȱgeneralȱideaȱisȱthatȱitȱ

ūŭǯȲȁAȱliĴleȂȱbecauseȱKantȂsȱwalkȱwouldȱbeȱaȱ ȁpassiveȂȱsourceȱofȱ informationȱwhereasȱtesti-
monyȱisȱanȱȁactiveȂȱsourceȯȱatȱleastȱallȱtheȱwhileȱtheȱbeliefȱformedȱisȱitsȱcontentǯȱSeeȱFrickerȱǻŬŪūŬǱȱ
ŬűŭǰȱŬůūǼȱforȱthisȱdistinctionǯ

ūŮǯȲThatȱandȱtheȱclaimȱthatȱweȱhaveȱaȱgeneralȱentitlementȱtoȱacceptȱtestimonyǰȱwhichȱisȱsome-
thingȱtheȱassuranceȱtheoryȱwouldȱrejectǯ
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isȱtheȱbasicȱfunctionȱofȱlanguageȱtoȱcommunicateȱknowledgeǯȱThusǰȱanȱaudienceȱ
AȱcanȱgetȱtoȱknowȱthatȱpȱonȱtheȱbasisȱofȱSȂsȱtestimonyȱtoȱpȱjustȱbecauseȱSȱknowsȱ
thatȱpȱandȱsuccessfullyȱcommunicatesȱthisȱknowledgeȱtoȱAǯȱEvidenceȱforȱthisȱex-

planationȱthenȱcomesȱfromȱconsiderationȱofȱtheȱnatureȱofȱlanguageȱandȱthoughtǯȱ
ThusǰȱandȱforȱinstanceǰȱBurgeȱǻūųųŭǼȱgivesȱaȱcomplexȱaprioriȱaccountȱthatȱstartsȱ
fromȱourȱcapacityȱtoȱunderstandȱlanguageǯūůȱItȱisȱthisȱcapacityȱforȱunderstandingȱ
thatȱdeterminesȱthatȱourȱcommunicationȱisȱgroundedȱinȱwhatȱBurgeȱǻūųųŭǱȱŮŰűǼȱ
callsȱtheȱacceptance principleǰȱorȱanȱentitlementȱtoȱacceptȱwhatȱisȱǻseeminglyǼȱintel-
ligiblyȱpresentedȱasȱtrueǯȱǻCallȱsuchȱpresentationsȱȁtestimonyȂǯǼȱAndȱitȱisȱthisȱca-

pacityȱforȱunderstandingȱthatȱmeansȱthatȱȃinȱcommunicationǰȱperceptionȱplaysȱaȱ
connectingȱandȱpreservativeȱroleȱanalogousȱtoȱtheȱroleȱmemoryȱplaysȱinȱdeduc-
tiveȱreasoningȄȱǻBurgeȱūųųűǱȱŬŮǼǯȱThatȱisǰȱitȱȃsimplyȱmaintainsȱinȱjustięcationalȱ
spaceȱaȱcognitiveȱcontentȱwithȱitsȱjudgementalȱforceȄȱǻBurgeȱūųųŭǱȱŮŰůǼǯ

ThusǰȱinȱaȱsimpleȱcaseǰȱthroughȱunderstandingȱandȱbelievingȱSȂsȱtestimonyȱ
toȱpǰȱanȱaudienceȱAȱacquiresȱaȱbeliefȱthatȱinheritsȱwhateverȱwarrantȱSȱhasȱforȱthisȱ
beliefǯȱTheȱrelevantȱwarrantȱhereȱisȱwhatȱBurgeȱǻūųųŭǱȱŮŲŰǼȱcallsȱtheȱȃextendedȱ
bodyȱofȱjustięcationȄȱratherȱthanȱtheȱaudienceȂsȱȃownȱproprietaryȱjustięcationȄǯȱ
TheȱlaĴerȱwillȱbeȱcomposedȱofȱthatȱentitlementȱstatedȱbyȱtheȱacceptance principle 

togetherȱwithȱanyȱindependentȱreasonȱthatȱAȱhasȱforȱbelievingȱthatȱpǰȱincludingȱ
anyȱempiricalȱreasonȱforȱbelievingȱthatȱSȂsȱtestimonyȱtoȱpȱisȱcredibleǯȱTheȱformerȱ
isȱthisȱplusȱwhatȱisȱinheritedȱwithȱtestimonialȱuptakeǯȱWhatȱdistinguishesȱtesti-

monialȱknowledgeȱisȱthatȱitȱknowledgeȱbasedȱonȱthisȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱjustięca-

tionǯ

IfȱtheȱrecipientȱdependsȱonȱinterlocutionȱforȱknowledgeǰȱtheȱrecipientȂsȱ
knowledgeȱdependsȱonȱtheȱsourceȂsȱhavingȱknowledgeȱasȱwellǯȱǯȱǯȱǯȱTheȱ
recipientȂsȱ ownȱ proprietaryȱ entitlementȱ toȱ relyȱ onȱ interlocutionȱ isȱ in-

suĜcientȱbyȱ itselfȱ toȱunderwriteȱ theȱknowledgeǯȱ ǯȱ ǯȱ ǯȱ ǽItǾȱ isȱ incompleteȱ
andȱimplicitlyȱrefersȱbackǰȱanaphoricallyǰȱtoȱfullerȱjustięcationȱorȱentitle-
mentǯȱǯȱǯȱǯȱǽItȱisȱthisǾȱtheȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationȱthatȱunderwritesȱtheȱ
recipientȂsȱknowledgeǯȱǻBurgeȱūųųŭǱȱŮŲŰǼ

NoȱdoubtȱBurgeȱwouldȱallowȱthatȱanȱaudienceȱAȂsȱproprietaryȱjustięcationȯȱanȱ
argumentȱ toȱ theȱ credibilityȱofȱSȂsȱ testimonyȱ toȱpǰȱ sayȯȱcouldȱbeȱ suĜcientȱ forȱ
inductiveȱknowledgeǯȱTheȱpointȱisȱthatȱtestimonialȱknowledgeȱisȱknowledgeȱthatȱ
isȱbasedȱonȱanȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationǯȱSoȱforȱAȱtoȱtestimoniallyȱknowȱthatȱ
pȱonȱtheȱbasisȱofȱSȂsȱtestimonyȱtoȱpǰȱtheȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationȱinheritedȱ
fromȱSȱneedsȱtoȱbeȱknowledgeȱsupportingǰȱwhichȱisȱtoȱsayȱthatȱȃthereȱmustȱbeȱ
knowledgeȱinȱtheȱchainȄȱǻBurgeȱūųųŭǱȱŮŲŰǰȱFootnoteȱŬŮǼǯ

ūůǯȲIȱdiscussȱBurgeȂsȱtheoryȱofȱtestimonyȱinȱFaulknerȱǻŬŪŪŪǼȱandȱFaulknerȱǻŬŪūūǼǯ
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ThusǰȱisȱhisȱPostscriptȱtoȱContent PreservationǰȱBurgeȱclarięesȱthatȱtheȱcondi-
tionȱonȱacquiringȱtestimonialȱknowledgeȱisȱthat

ǻAǼȱknowledgeȱmustȱresideȱinȱtheȱchainȱofȱcommunicatorsȱthatȱleadsȱupȱ
toȱaȱreportǰȱifȱtheȱrecipientȱisȱtoȱobtainȱknowledgeȱfromȱtheȱreportǯȱǻŬŪūŭǱȱ
ŬůůǼ

Thisȱ isȱ equivalentȱ toȱ premiseȱ ǻŭȘȘǼȱ inȱ theȱ reconstructionȱ ofȱHardwigȂsȱ ǻūųŲůǼȱ
argumentȱ givenȱ inȱ Sectionȱ Ŭǰȱ andȱBurgeȂsȱ nonȬȱreductiveȱ theoryȱ ofȱ individualȱ
testimonyȱnaturallyȱextendsȱtoȱgiveȱaȱtheoryȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyǯȱOnȱthisȱex-

tensionǰȱwhenȱAȱisȱtheȱrecipientȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱtoȱpǰȱAȱgetsȱtoȱtestimoni-
allyȱknowȱthatȱpǰȱorȱgetsȱtoȱbeȱtestimoniallyȱjustięedȱinȱbelievingȱthatȱpǰȱsimplyȱ
becauseȱtheȱcollectiveȱknowsȱorȱisȱjustięedȱinȱbeliefǰȱandȱAȱunderstandsȱandȱbe-
lievesȱtheȱcollectiveȱtestimonialȱexpressionȱofȱthisȱknowledgeȱorȱjustięedȱbeliefǯȱ
ProvidedȱAȱhasȱnoȱreasonȱtoȱbelieveȱthatȱnotȬȱpǰȱdefeatingȱtheȱentitlementȱstatedȱ
byȱtheȱacceptance principleǰȱnothingȱmoreȱisȱneededȱtoȱexplainȱAȂsȱtestimoniallyȱ
knowingȱthatȱpǰȱonȱtheȱbasisȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱtoȱpȱthanȱthatȱtheȱcollectiveȱ
knowsȱthatȱpǯ

AnȱadvantageȱofȱthisȱnonȬȱreductiveȱexplanationȱoverȱtheȱassuranceȱexplana-

tionȱisȱthatȱitȱ isȱlessȱontologicallyȱcommiĴedǯȱBothȱareȱcommiĴedȱtoȱtheȱclaimȱ
thatȱcollectivesȱcanȱbeȱknowingȱsubjectsǯȱButȱtheȱassuranceȱexplanationȱisȱfurtherȱ
commiĴedȱtoȱtheȱclaimȱthatȱcollectivesȱareȱminimallyȱconstitutedȱbyȱaȱjointȱcom-

mitmentȱtoȱtrustworthinessǰȱwhereȱthisȱrequiresǰȱaccordingȱtoȱGilbertǰȱthatȱthisȱ
commitmentȱbeȱ ȃopenlyȱ expressedȄȱ andȱȃcommonȱknowledgeȄȱ ǻŬŪŪŭǱȱ ůŭǼǯȱ Inȱ
additionǰȱIȱarguedȱinȱSectionȱŭǰȱtheȱassuranceȱexplanationȱisȱfurtherȱcommiĴedȱ
toȱtheȱideaȱthatȱtheȱcollectiveȱtestięerȱstandsȱinȱaȱpersonȬȱspecięcȱrelationȱtoȱtheȱ
audienceǯȱTheȱnonȬȱreductiveȱtheoryȱneedȱendorseȱneitherȱofȱtheseȱcommitmentsǯȱ
NeverthelessǰȱitȱcanȱpreserveȱtheȱideaȱofȱcollectiveȱknowersǰȱAlexanderȱBirdȱsug-

gestsǰȱbyȱappealȱtoȱaȱdistributedȱmodelȱofȱgroupȱidentityǰȱwhereȱgroupȱidentityȱ
comesȱnotȱfromȱjointȱcommitmentsȱbutȱfromȱȃmutualȱdependenceȱarisingȱfromǰȱ
aboveȱallǰȱ theȱdivisionȱofȱ labourȄȱǻŬŪūŮǱȱůŮǼǯȱOnȱthisȱmodelǰȱȃtheȱfactȱ thatȱcer-
tainȱ peopleȱ haveȱmutuallyȱ interactingȱ jobsȱ orȱ rolesȱmayȱ beȱ suĜcientȱ toȱ bindȱ
themȱ togetherȄȱ ǻBirdȱŬŪūŮǱȱ ůųǼǯȱThisȱmodelȱappliesȱnaturallyȱ toȱ theȱnavigation 

andȱphysics casesȱbecauseȱeachȱinvolvesȱaȱdivisionȱofȱepistemicȱlabourȱorganisedȱ
aroundȱanȱepistemicȱgoalǯȱThisȱoěersȱaȱbasisȱforȱspeakingȱofȱtheȱcollectiveȱknow-

ingǲȱandȱsimilarlyǰȱoneȱmightȱreferȱtoȱtheȱȁprojectȂȱorȱȁprogramȂȱknowingȱasȱinȱ
ȃtheȱManhaĴanȱprojectȱdiscoveredȱhowȱtoȱharnessȱtheȱpowerȱofȱnuclearȱęssionȄȱ
ǻBirdȱŬŪūŮǱȱůųǼǯȱItȱfollowsȱthatȱinȱallȱtheseȱcasesǰȱaȱcollectiveȱversionȱofȱtheȱnonȬȱ
reductiveȱexplanationȱcanȱstillȱbeȱappliedǯȱ Inȱtheȱphysics caseǰȱ forȱexampleǰȱ theȱ
readerȱofȱtheȱPhysicalȱReviewȱLeĴersȱgetsȱtoȱbeȱjustięedȱinȱbelievingȱthatȱpȱbecauseȱ
thisȱisȱwhatȱtheȱresearchȱgroupȱisȱjustięedȱinȱbelievingǯ
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Howeverǰȱ theȱnonȬȱreductiveȱ theoryȱofȱ collectiveȱ testimonyǰȱ likeȱ theȱassur-
anceȱ theoryȱofȱ collectiveȱ testimonyǰȱ isȱ inadequateȱ inȱ itsȱ scopeȱofȱ explanationǲȱ
otherwiseȱputǰȱ itȱequallyȱfailsȱofȱsuĜciencyǱȱ thereȱareȱcasesȱwhereȱweȱacquireȱ
knowledgeȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱthatȱcannotȱbeȱaccountedȱforȱinȱtermsȱofȱ
theȱcollectiveȱknowingȱandȱthisȱknowledgeȱgeĴingȱtransmiĴedǯȱFirstǰȱ theȱsug-

gestedȱprincipleȱofȱcollectiveȱidentityȱwillȱnotȱcoverȱallȱcasesȱofȱcollectiveȱtesti-
monyǯȱThusǰȱconsiderȱtheȱlooseȱcollectiveȱformedȱbyȱGrahamȂsȱǻŬŪŪŰǼȱcreationistȱ
teacherȱandȱtheȱpriorȱevolutionaryȱscientistsȱthisȱteacherȱlearntȱfromǯȱThereȱareȱ
noȱjointȱcommitmentsȱdeęningȱthisȱcollectiveǰȱandȱspecięcallyȱthereȱisȱnoȱjointȱ
commitmentȱtoȱtrustworthinessȱsinceȱoneȱcannotȱdemonstrateȱthisȱcommitmentȱ
inȱ testifyingȱ toȱwhatȱoneȱbelievesȱ isȱ falseǯȱButȱ equallyȱ thereȱ isȱnoȱmutualȱde-

pendenceȱarisingȱfromȱaȱdivisionȱofȱlabourǯȱTheȱcollectiveǰȱinsofarȱasȱitȱexistsǰȱisȱ
identięedȱonlyȱbyȱthisȱspecięcȱtestimonialȱchainǯ

Secondǰȱ considerȱ theȱ caseȱofȱ theȱdead scientistǯȱDrǯȱNȱdiscoversȱ thatȱpȱ andȱ
publishesȱhisȱdiscoveryȱinȱtheȱJournal of X- ologyǯȱThisȱpublicationȱisȱignoredȱandȱ
DrǯȱNǰȱalongȱwithȱtheȱscientistsȱwhoȱpeerȱreviewedȱtheȱpaperǰȱsubsequentlyȱpassȱ
awayǯȱAsȱsuchǰȱthereȱisȱnoȱindividualǰȱorȱsetȱofȱindividualsǰȱwhoȱeitherȱknowȱthatȱ
pȱorȱbelieveȱthatȱpǯȱNeverthelessǰȱBirdȱcontendsǰ

DrǯȱNȂsȱcontributionȱtoȱknowledgeȱdidȱnotȱceaseȱwithȱhisȱdeathǯȱRatherȱ
hisȱdiscoveryȱisȱaȱcontributionȱtoȱwhatȱisȱknownȱinȱwiderȱscienceȱinȱvir-
tueȱofȱ itsȱpublicationȱandȱremainsȱknownȱthanksȱtoȱtheȱaccessibilityȱofȱ
thatȱpublicationǯȱǯȱǯȱǯȱForȱtheȱsystemȱtoȱknowȱsomethingǰȱwhatȱisȱinȱpeo-

pleȂsȱheadsȱisȱnotȱimportantǲȱwhatȱisȱimportantȱisȱtheȱavailabilityȱofȱtheȱ
informationȱknownǯȱǻŬŪūŮǱȱůűǼ

ThisȱdescriptionȱofȱtheȱcaseǰȱIȱthinkǰȱisȱwrongǯȱIfȱthereȱisȱnoȱmemberȱofȱtheȱcol-
lectiveȱthatȱknowsȱthatȱpǰȱitȱisȱwrongȱtoȱsayȱthatȱtheȱcollectiveȯȱorȱȃtheȱsystemȄȯȱ
knowsȱthatȱpǯȱThereȱisȱcollectiveȱknowledgeǯȱAndȱthereȱisȱcollectiveȱknowledgeȱforȱ
theȱreasonȱthatȱBirdȱdescribesǰȱnamelyȱthatȱtheȱknowledgeȱsupportingȱjustięca-

tionȱprintedȱinȱtheȱJournal of X- ologyȱisȱstillȱavailableǯȱButȱthereȱisȱnoȱcollectiveȱ
epistemicȱsubjectȱandȱsoȱnoȱcollectiveȱknowerǯȱIfȱthisȱisȱtheȱcaseǰȱsupposeȱthatȱanȱ
audienceȱAȱreadsȱDrǯNȂsȱarticleȱinȱtheȱJournalȱofȱXȬȱologyǯȱOnȱtheȱbasisȱofȱthisȱtes-
timonialȱencounterǰȱAȱcouldȱgetȱtoȱtestimoniallyȱknowȱthatȱpǯȱButȱifȱthereȱisȱnoȱ
collectiveȱknowerǰȱthisȱfactȱcannotȱbeȱexplainedȱinȱtermsȱofȱtheȱcollectiveȱknow-

ingȱthatȱpǯȱThusǰȱtheȱnonȬȱreductiveȱtheoryȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱfailsȱforȱcasesȱ
likeȱthisǯ

Theȱcaseȱofȱtheȱdead scientistǰȱIȱproposeǰȱratherȱsuggestsȱaȱsimplerȱeliminativeȱ
hypothesisǱȱwhatȱexplainsȱAȂsȱgeĴingȱtoȱtestimoniallyȱknowȱthatȱpȱonȱreadingȱ
DrǯNȂsȱarticleȱisȱjustȱtheȱepistemicȱcredentialsȱofȱthisȱbitȱofȱtestimonyǯȱInȱtheȱnextȱtwoȱ
sectionsǰȱIȱconsiderȱtwoȱwaysȱofȱelaboratingȱthisȱeliminativeȱhypothesisǯ
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ůǯȱTheȱDeĚationaryȱTheoryȱofȱCollectiveȱTestimony

InȱconsideringȱtheȱepistemologyȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyǰȱJenniferȱLackeyȱǻŬŪūŮǼȱ
proposesȱanȱeliminativistǰȱorȱinȱherȱtermsǰȱaȱdeĚationaryȱaccountǯȱOneȱcanȱexplainȱ
theȱknowledgeȱandȱjustięedȱbeliefȱweȱacquireȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱwithoutȱ
anyȱreferenceȱtoȱaȱcollectiveȱknowingȱorȱbeingȱjustięedȱinȱbeliefǯūŰȱNoȱsuchȱrefer-
enceȱisȱneededȱbecauseȱtheȱfocusȱshouldȱratherȱlieȱonȱtheȱreliabilityȱofȱtestimonyǯȱ
ThusǰȱwhatȱmotivatesȱLackeyȂsȱǻŬŪūŮǼȱdeĚationaryȱpositionȱisȱherȱstatementȱviewȱ
inȱtheȱepistemologyȱofȱindividualȱtestimonyȱǻSVTǼǯ

SVTǱȱForȱeveryȱspeakerǰȱSǰȱandȱhearerǰȱHǰȱHȱknowsȱthatȱpȱonȱtheȱbasisȱ
ofȱSȂsȱ testimonyȱonlyȱ ifȱ ǻūǼȱSȂsȱstatementȱ isȱreliableȱorȱotherwiseȱtruthȬȱ
conduciveǰȱ ǻŬǼȱHȱunderstandsȱ thatȱpȱandȱcomesȱ toȱ trulyȱbelieveȱ thatȱpȱ
onȱtheȱbasisȱofȱtheȱcontentȱofȱSȂsȱstatementǰȱandȱǻŭǼȱHȱhasȱnoȱundefeatedȱ
defeatersȱforȱbelievingȱthatȱpǯȱǻLackeyȱŬŪūŮǱȱűŲǼ

Whatȱthenȱneedsȱtoȱbeȱaddedȱtoȱtheseȱnecessaryȱconditionsȱtoȱgenerateȱanȱexpla-

nationȱofȱHȂsȱacquisitionȱofȱknowledgeȱfromȱSȂsȱtestimonyȱtoȱpǵȱObviouslyǰȱǻŮǼȱ
thatȱpȱisȱtrueǯȱAndȱaȱfullerȱstatementȱofȱtheȱstatementȱviewȱalsoȱaddsǱȱǻůǼȱHȱhasȱ
positiveȱreasonsȱtoȱbelieveȱSȂsȱtestimonyȱtoȱpǰȱwhereȱtheseȱȃrenderȱitǰȱatȱtheȱveryȱ
leastǰȱnotȱirrationalȱforȱǽHǾȱtoȱacceptȱǽSȂsǾȱtestimonyȄȱǻLackeyȱŬŪŪŲǱȱūŲūǼǯūűȱThatȱweȱ
canȱhaveȱsuchȱpositiveȱreasonsǰȱandȱthatȱourȱcollectiveȱtestimonialȱbeliefsȱshouldȱ
beȱbasedȱonȱthemǰȱisȱthenȱsomethingȱthatȱhasȱbeenȱarguedȱbyȱTollefsenȱǻŬŪŪűǼǯȱ
WeȱformȱgeneralizationsȱaboutȱtheȱcredibilityȱofȱcollectivesǰȱTollefsenȱǻŬŪŪűǱȱŭŪŰȮȱ
ŭŪŲǼȱnotesǰȱ justȱ asȱweȱ formȱgeneralisationsȱaboutȱ theȱ credibilityȱofȱ individualȱ
testięersǯȱAndȱinȱbothȱcasesǰȱweȱbringȱourȱbackgroundȱknowledgeȱtoȱbearȱinȱas-
sessingȱtestimonyǯ

InȱshortǰȱwhatȱmaĴersȱisȱtestimonialȱreliabilityȱandȱsomeȱjudgementȱofȱthisǯȱ
Thisȱviewȱisȱthenȱeliminativeȱsinceȱneitherȱofȱtheseȱrequirementsȱneedȱinvolveȱ
anyȱessentialȱreferenceȱtoȱtheȱcollectiveȱknowingȱorȱbeingȱjustięedȱinȱbeliefǯȱThisȱ
isȱparticularlyȱsoǰȱasȱLackeyȱobservesǰȱgivenȱthatȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱitselfȱcanȱ
beȱdeliveredȱbyȱaȱspokespersonǯūŲȱForȱinstanceǰȱitȱisȱtheȱHeadȱofȱNavigationȱthatȱ
tellsȱtheȱCaptainȱthatȱpȱinȱtheȱnavigation caseǲȱandȱitȱisȱtheȱpersonȱwhoȱwroteȱtheȱ
multipleȱauthoredȱtheȱpublicationȱinȱPhysicalȱReviewȱLeĴersȱwhoȱtellsȱtheȱreadersȱ

ūŰǯȲSeeȱalsoȱTollefsenȱǻŬŪŪűǼǯ
ūűǯȲForȱcriticismȱthatȱinȱfailingȱtoȱspecifyȱsuĜcientȱconditionsǰȱLackeyȱfailsȱtoȱspecifyȱanȱac-

countȱofȱwhenȱtestimonialȱbeliefsȱareȱjustięedǰȱseeȱFaulknerȱǻŬŪūŭǼǯ
ūŲǯȲWhereǰȱasȱLackeyȱnotesǰȱaȱspokespersonȱdoesnȂtȱneedȱtoȱbeȱaȱmemberȱofȱtheȱgroupȱtheyȱ

speakȱforǯȱSeeȱalsoȱLudwigȱǻŬŪūŮǼǯȱItȱshouldȱbeȱnotedǰȱhoweverǰȱthatȱnotȱallȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱ
willȱhaveȱaȱspokespersonǱȱaȱcollectivelyȱeditedȱWikipediaȱpageȱdoesȱnotǰȱseeȱTollefsenȱǻŬŪŪųǼǯȱAndȱ
seeȱnextȱnoteǯ
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thatȱpȱinȱtheȱphysics caseǯūųȱLackeyȱǻŬŪūŮǱȱŰŲǼȱusesȱtheȱexampleȱofȱaȱreportȱchart-
ingȱ theȱ progressȱ ofȱ populationsǰȱ issuedȱ byȱ theȱUǯNǯȱ PopulationȱCommissionǰȱ
whichȱcomprisesȱfortyȬȱsevenȱindividualȱmembersǯȱSomeoneȱwillȱhaveȱauthoredȱ
thisȱreportȱǻLackeyȱcallsȱthatȱpersonȱȁSamȂǼȱsoȱwhileȱtheȱreportȱisȱtheȱcollectiveȱ
testimonyȱofȱtheȱUǯNǯȱPopulationȱCommissionǰȱitȱisȱdeliveredȱbyȱspokespersonȱ
SamǯȱǻCallȱthisȱtheȱcommissionȱcaseǯǼȱItȱisȱtherebyȱSamȱwhoȱreportsȱthatȱpȯȱthatȱ
theȱbirthȱrateȱofȱLatinosȱinȱtheȱUǯSǯȱisȱonȱtheȱriseȯȱandȱitȱisȱtheȱreliabilityȱofȱSamȂsȱ
testimonyǰȱ andȱ theȱ reasonablenessȱ ofȱ acceptingȱ SamȂsȱ testimonyȱ thatȱmaĴerǯȱ
ThusǰȱaȱreaderȱwillȱgetȱtoȱknowȱthatȱpȱifȱandȱonlyȱifȱconditionsȱǻūǼȱtoȱǻůǼȱaboveȱ
areȱsatisęedǯȱNoneȱofȱtheseȱconditionsȱneedȱreferȱtoȱtheȱcollectiveȱknowingȱorȱ
beingȱjustięedȱinȱbeliefǯ

WithȱrespectȱtoȱHardwigȂsȱǻūųŲůǼȱargumentǰȱpresentedȱinȱSectionȱŬǰȱthisȱposi-
tionȱembracesȱtheȱęrstȱhornȱofȱtheȱdilemmaǱȱweȱcanȱknowȱthingsȱȁvicariouslyȂǲȱ
thatȱ isǰȱ itȱ isȱnotȱ theȱ caseȱ thatȱourȱpossessionȱofȱ testimonialȱknowledgeȱentailsȱ
thatȱsomeoneȱcanȱarticulateȱtheȱappropriateȱǻnonȬȱtestimonialǼȱgroundsȱforȱourȱ
knowledgeǯȱThisȱisȱnotȱtheȱcaseȱbecauseȱtestimonialȱknowledgeȱisȱgroundedȱfun-

damentallyȱonȱtheȱreliabilityȱofȱ theȱtestimonyȱitȱ isȱbasedȱonǯȱNowȱitȱmightȱbeȱ
agreedȱthatȱtheȱreliabilityȱofȱtestimonyȱwillȱsuĜceȱtoȱexplainȱourȱacquisitionȱofȱ
testimonialȱknowledgeȱonȱmanyȱoccasionsǯȱSpecięcallyǰȱitȱwillȱbeȱsuĜcientȱwhenȱ
knowledgeȱofȱtheȱtestimoniallyȱbelievedȱfactȱisȱtheȱkindȱofȱknowledgeȱthatȱcanȱ
beȱsustainedȱonȱtheȱbasisȱofȱreliabilityǯȱForȱexampleǰȱarguablyȱweȱknowȱwhatȱweȱ
seeȱtoȱbeȱsoȱbecauseȱofȱtheȱreliabilityȱofȱvisionǯȱIfȱthisȱisȱsoǰȱandȱaȱspeakerȱseesȱthatȱ
pȱandȱtellsȱanȱaudienceȱAȱthatȱpǰȱthenȱwhatȱexplainsȱAȂsȱgeĴingȱtoȱknowȱthatȱpȱ
willȱbeȱfactsȱaboutȱtheȱreliabilityȱofȱtheȱprocessȱoperativeȱinȱAȂsȱcomingȱtoȱbelieveȱ
thatȱpǯȱAndȱthisȱcouldȱbeȱequatedȱwithȱtheȱreliabilityȱofȱtheȱtestimonyǰȱasȱLackeyȱ
ǻŬŪŪŲǼȱproposesǯŬŪȱMoreoverǰȱthereȱcouldȱbeȱcasesȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱwhereȱ
theȱsameȱisȱtrueȯȱforȱexampleǰȱwhereȱaȱgroupȱofȱindependentȱwitnessesȱhelpȱaȱ
crimeȱsceneȱinvestigatorȱpieceȱtogetherȱwhatȱhappenedȯȱsoȱthereȱwillȱbeȱcasesȱ
whereȱLackeyȂsȱǻŬŪūŮǼȱdeĚationismȱisȱexplanatorilyȱadequateǯȱTheȱproblemǰȱasȱ
withȱtheȱassuranceȱandȱnonȬȱreductiveȱtheoriesȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱisȱthenȱoneȱ
ofȱexplanatoryȱscopeǲȱagainǰȱotherwiseȱputǰȱitȱequallyȱfailsȱofȱsuĜciencyǱȱthereȱ
areȱ casesȱwhereȱweȱacquireȱknowledgeȱ fromȱcollectiveȱ testimonyȱandȱ itȱ isȱ anȱ
explanatoryȱfailureȱtoȱstopȱatȱtheȱlevelȱofȱtestimonialȱreliabilityǯȱInȱtheseȱcasesǰȱ
theȱexplanationȱofȱourȱacquiringȱknowledgeȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱrequiresȱ
diggingȱdeeperȱthanȱreliabilityȱtoȱthoseȱfactsȱthatȱdetermineȱthisȱreliabilityȱandȱ
explainȱtheȱpossibilityȱofȱthisȱknowledgeǯ

Theȱphysics caseȱusedȱbyȱHardwigȱǻūųŲůǼȱ toȱ introduceȱhisȱargumentȱ isȱoneȱ

ūųǯȲAssumingǰȱthatȱisǰȱthereȱisȱaȱsingleȱauthorǰȱwhichȱthereȱneedȱnotȱbeǯȱSeeȱKuklaȱǻŬŪūŬǼȱforȱ
anȱaccountȱofȱauthorshipȱinȱradicallyȱcollaborativeȱpapersǯ

ŬŪǯȲOtherȱreliabilistȱtheoriesȱdonȂtȱmakeȱthisȱequationǲȱforȱinstanceȱGoldbergȱǻŬŪūŪǼȱfocusesȱ
onȱtheȱextendedȱprocessȱthatȱwouldȱincludeȱtheȱspeakerȂsȱvisionǯ
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suchȱcaseǰȱasȱtooȱisȱtheȱnavigation caseǯȱTheȱHeadȱofȱNavigationȱisȱtheȱspokesper-
sonȱforȱtheȱNavigationȱTeamǰȱandȱhisȱtestimonyȱtoȱtheȱshipȂsȱpositionȱreliablyȱ
indicatesȱthisȱpositionǯȱButȱanyȱexplanationȱofȱwhyȱitȱisȱthatȱtheȱCaptainȱgetsȱtoȱ
knowȱthatȱpȯȱthatȱtheȱshipȱisȱinȱsuchȱandȱsuchȱaȱpositionȯȱonȱtheȱbasisȱofȱtheȱ
HeadȱofȱNavigationȂsȱtellingȱhimȱthatȱpȱshouldȱnotȱstopȱatȱtheȱfactȱthatȱthisȱpieceȱ
ofȱ testimonyȱ isȱ reliableǯȱRatherǰȱ explanationȱ shouldȱ continueȱ andȱ referȱ toȱ theȱ
calculationsȱthatȱsupportȱthisȱknowledgeǯ

OrȱconsiderȱLackeyȂsȱcommissionȱcaseǯȱAndȱconsiderȱęrstȱwhatȱcognitiveȱworkȱ
spokespersonȱSamȱdoesǯȱAccordingȱtoȱLackeyǰȱSamȱȃinterpretsȱandȱcompilesȱallȱ
ofȱtheȱdataȱcontributedȱbyȱmembersȱofȱǽtheȱUǯNǯȱPopulationȱCommisionǾȱintoȱ
theȱpublishedȱreportȄȱǻŬŪūŮǱȱűŲǼǯȱThisȱsoundsȱlikeȱaȱsubstantialȱcontributionȯȱ
similarȱtoȱtheȱkindȱofȱcontributionȱGrahamȂsȱǻŬŪŪŰǼȱcreationistȱteacherȱmakesȱinȱ
proposingȱaȱnewȱpropositionȱofȱevolutionaryȱtheoryȯȱsoȱtheȱquestionȱisǰȱdoesȱ
SamȱknowȱthatȱpȱonȱtheȱbasisȱofȱtestimonyǵȱThatȱisǰȱisȱthatȱpȱaȱfactȱSamȱsimplyȱ
transcribesȱinȱherȱreportǵȱOrȱdoesȱSamȱinferȱthatȱpȱinȱmakingȱtheȱreportȱandȱsoȱ
knowȱthatȱpȱbyȱinferenceȱfromȱotherȱfactsȱǻthemselvesȱknownȱthroughȱtestimo-

nyǼǵȱInȱtheȱlaĴerȱcaseȱSamȱmakesȱaȱcognitiveȱcontributionȱsinceȱtheȱknowledgeȱ
thatȱpȱbeginsȱwithȱherǯȱThusǰȱifȱSamȱisȱtoȱbeȱmerelyȱaȱspokespersonȱandȱmerely 

ȃspeakȱforȱ theȱgroupȄǰȱ theȱcaseȱmustȱętȱ theȱ formerȱdescriptionǱȱSamȱmustȱdoȱ
noȱmoreȱthanȱsimplyȱtranscribeȱtheȱfactsȱthatȱsheȱreportsǯȱHoweverǰȱifȱthisȱisȱtheȱ
caseǰȱreferenceȱtoȱtheȱreliabilityȱofȱSamȂsȱstatementǰȱalongȱwithȱaȱreaderȂsȱjudge-
mentȱofȱitǰȱisȱarguablyȱnotȱsuĜcientȱtoȱexplainȱhowȱitȱisȱthatȱtheȱreaderȱofȱtheȱ
UǯNǯȱPopulationȱCommissionȂsȱreportȱgetsȱtoȱknowȱthatȱpȯȱthatȱtheȱbirthȱrateȱofȱ
LatinosȱisȱonȱtheȱriseȱinȱtheȱUǯSǯȱRatherǰȱtheȱexplanationȱneedsȱtoȱgoȱfurtherȱandȱ
referȱ toȱ theȱdataȱ supportingȱ thatȱpȯȱthatȱ isǰȱ theȱ relevantȱ statisticalȱdataȯȱandȱ
claimȱthatȱthisȱdataȱisȱknowledgeȱsupportingǯ

Toȱpursueȱ thisȱargumentȱ furtherȱconsiderȱ theȱEddington caseȱasȱdevelopedȱ
byȱBoazȱMillerȱǻŬŪūůǼǯȱEinsteinȂsȱtheoryȱofȱGeneralȱRelativityȱimpliesȱthatȱmas-
siveȱbodiesȱ likeȱ theȱ SunȱwillȱdeĚectȱ lightȱ andȱ thisȱdeĚectionǰȱEddingtonȱpro-

posedǰȱcouldȱbeȱobservedȱinȱaȱchangeȱinȱtheȱpositionȱofȱ theȱstarsȱduringȱaȱto-

talȱ solarȱeclipseǯȱSoȱ inȱūųūŲȱheȱorganisedȱ twoȱexpeditionsǰȱ toȱWestȱAfricaȱandȱ
Brazilǰȱ toȱprovideȱ theȱneededȱphotographicȱevidenceǯȱFollowingȱ theseȱexperi-
mentsǰȱinȱūųūųǰȱtheȱRoyalȱSocietyȱandȱNewȱYorkȱTimesȱdeclaredȱGeneralȱRelativ-

ityȱconęrmedǯȱ Inȱ factǰȱEddingtonȱhadȱdiscardedȱeighteenȱphotographicȱplatesȱ
whoseȱinclusionȱwouldȱhaveȱshownȱtheȱexperimentȱtoȱhaveȱdisconęrmedȱGeneralȱ
RelativityǲȱandǰȱshortȱofȱaȱreasonȱforȱdiscardingȱtheȱslidesǰȱEddingtonȱwasȱnotȱ
justięedȱinȱclaimingȱotherwiseǯŬūȱFollowingȱMillerȱǻŬŪūůǱȱŮŬŭǼȱtwoȱcasesȱcanȱthenȱ
beȱ imaginedǯȱ ǻūǼȱ Thingsȱ areȱ asȱ theyȱwereȱ andȱ theȱ testimonyȱ inȱ theȱNewȱYorkȱ
TimesȱreportsȱaȱsuccessfulȱresultǰȱwhenȱthereȱwasnȂtȱoneǯȱǻŬǼȱTheȱNewȱYorkȱTimes 

ŬūǯȲForȱdetailȱonȱthisȱbitȱofȱhistoryǰȱseeȱEarmanȱandȱGlymourȱǻūųŲŪǼǯ
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reportsȱtheȱexperimentȱinȱtheȱsameȱtermsǰȱbutȱtheȱexperimentȱwasȱactuallyȱtheȱ
successȱitȱwasȱreportedȱtoȱbeǯȱOnȱtheȱassumptionȱthatȱGeneralȱRelativityȱisȱtrueǰȱ
thereȱisȱnoȱdiěerenceȱinȱtheȱreliabilityȱofȱtheȱreportȱinȱtheȱNewȱYorkȱTimesȱinȱtheseȱ
twoȱcasesǰȱǻnorȱneedȱthereȱbeȱanyȱdiěerenceȱinȱtheȱrationalityȱofȱaȱlayȱaudienceȂsȱ
beliefȱinȱtheȱtwoȱcasesǼǯȱThusǰȱaccordingȱtoȱtheȱdeĚationaryȱmodelȱthereȱwouldȱ
beȱnoȱdiěerenceȱinȱtheȱknowledgeȱorȱjustięcationȯȱputȱgenerallyǰȱnoȱdiěerenceȱ
inȱtheȱepistemicȱstandingȯȱofȱtheȱlayȱaudienceȂsȱtestimonialȱbeliefȱacrossȱtheseȱ
twoȱcasesǯȱThisȱlackȱofȱdiěerenceȱimpliesȱthatȱtheȱscrupulousnessȱthatȱEdding-

tonȱcounterȬȱfactuallyȱdemonstratedȱinȱcaseȱǻŬǼȯȱorȱconverselyȱtheȱbiasȱandȱthatȱ
heȱ demonstratedȱ inȱ caseȱ ǻūǼȯȱmakesȱ noȱ epistemicȱ diěerenceȱ toȱ theȱ epistemicȱ
standingȱofȱaȱlayȱaudienceȂsȱtestimonialȱbeliefȱinȱtheseȱtwoȱcaseǯȱButȱthisȱseemsȱ
wrongǯŬŬ

ThisȱbringsȱaȱreturnȱtoȱHardwigȂsȱǻūųŲůǼȱargumentǯȱAsȱpresentedǰȱHardwigȂsȱ
argumentȱisȱthatȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱpresentsȱaȱdilemmaǱȱeitherȱweȱallowȱthatȱ
anȱindividualȱknowsȱȁvicariouslyȂǲȱorȱweȱmustȱallowȱcollectivesȱwhoȱknowȱȁnonȬȱ
vicariouslyȂȯȱthatȱisǰȱwhoȱpossessȱtheȱneededȱbodyȱofȱevidenceǯȱTheȱcasesȱwhichȱ
showȱtheȱ limitationȱofȱ theȱdeĚationaryȱviewȱsuggestȱ thatȱwhatȱmotivatesȱ thisȱ
dilemmaȱ isȱ theȱ ideaȱ thatȱ thereȱ areȱ certainȱ requirementsȱ onȱ knowingȱ certainȱ facts 
ǻwhereȱthisȱisȱimplicitȱinȱtheȱqualięerȱȁappropriateȂȱinȱpremiseȱǻŮǼȱofȱtheȱargu-

mentȱasȱreconstructedȱinȱSectionȱŬǼǯȱInȱtheȱphysics caseǰȱknowingǰȱorȱbeingȱjusti-
ęedȱinȱbelievingǰȱthatȱtheȱcharmȱcrossȬȱsectionȱisȱsuchȬȱandȬȱsuchȱrequiresȱdoingȱ
theȱexperimentȱdescribedȱinȱtheȱPhysicalȱReviewȱLeĴersǯȱEmpiricalȱconęrmationȱofȱ
GeneralȱRelativityȱrequiresȱaȱsuccessfulȱexperimentǰȱnotȱaȱfudgedȱoneǯȱKnowingȱ
thatȱtheȱbirthȬȱrateȱofȱLatinosȱisȱonȱtheȱriseȱinȱtheȱUǯSǯȱrequiresȱaȱbodyȱofȱstatisticalȱ
dataǯȱAndȱknowingȱoneȂsȱnauticalȱlocationǰȱpriorȱtoȱtheȱinventionȱofȱGPSȱtechnol-
ogyǰȱrequiresȱthatȱcertainȱmeasurementsȱbeȱtakenȱandȱcalculationsȱmadeǯȱItȱmayȱ
beȱthatȱsomeȱpropositionsȱcanȱbeȱknownȱonȱtheȱbasisȱofȱreliabilityȯȱknownȱwith-

outȱevidenceȱorȱproofǰȱknownȱȁvicariouslyȂȱasȱHardwigȱsaysȯȱbutȱtheseȱproposi-
tionsȱcannotǯ

ItȱfollowsȱthatȱwhatȱbestȱmotivatesȱnonȬȱeliminativismȱinȱtheȱepistemologyȱofȱ
collectiveȱtestimonyȱareȱcasesȱofȱknowledgeȱwhereǱȱǻiǼȱaȱspecięcȱkindȱofȱevidenceȱ
orȱargumentȱ isȱneededȱforȱknowledgeǲȱandȱǻiiǼȱ thisȱevidenceȱorȱargumentȱcanȱ
onlyȱbeȱgeneratedȱatȱaȱcollectiveȱlevelǯȱCallȱcasesȱthatȱsatisfyȱtheseȱconditionsȱcore 

casesǯȱItȱisȱwithȱrespectȱtoȱcoreȱcasesȱthatȱtheȱdeĚationaryȱaccountȱisȱanȱexplana-

toryȱ failureǯȱMoreoverǰȱ aȱnonȬȱeliminativistȱwouldȱaddȱ thatȱ theseȱ casesȱ canȱbeȱ
explainedȱsatisfactorilyȱbyȱappealȱtoȱaȱknowledgeableȱcollectiveǯȱForȱinstanceǰȱinȱ
theȱEddington caseȱtheȱdiěerenceȱbetweenȱcasesȱǻūǼȱandȱǻŬǼȱtracksȱaȱdiěerenceȱinȱ

ŬŬǯȲOrȱconsiderȱtheȱcaseȱofȱFermatȂsȱLastȱTheoremȱunderȱtheȱsuppositionȱthatȱFermatȱdidȱinȱ
factȱproveȱitǯȱAndȱthenȱcompareȱtheȱcasesȱofȱaȱlayȱaudienceȱwhoȱhearsȱofȱtheȱtheoremȱindirectlyȱ
ǻiǼȱwhenȱFermatȱisȱstillȱaliveȱandȱǻiiǼȱafterȱhisȱdeathȱǻbutȱbeforeȱAndrewȱWilesȂsȱrecentȱproofǼǯȱSeeȱ
FaulknerȱǻŬŪŪŪǱȱůųűȮȱůųŲǼǯ
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whatȱEddingtonǰȱandȱtheȱscientięcȱcommunityǰȱknowsǯȱHoweverǰȱSectionsȱŭȱandȱ
ŮȱhaveȱconsideredȱtwoȱnonȬȱeliminativistȱtheoriesȱandȱfoundȱbothȱwantingǯȱSoȱinȱ
theȱnextȱsectionȱIȱconsiderȱaȱdiěerentȱwayȱofȱpursuingȱtheȱideaȱthatȱwhatȱmaĴersȱ
isȱtheȱepistemicȱcredentialsȱofȱaȱpieceȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyǯȱLackeyȂsȱdeĚation-

ismȱelaboratedȱthisȱinȱtermsȱofȱtestimonialȱreliabilityǰȱtheȱnextȱsectionȱelaboratesȱ
itȱinȱtermsȱofȱcollectiveȱknowledgeǰȱwhereȱtheȱstartingȱideaȱisȱthatȱthereȱcanȱbeȱ
collectiveȱknowledgeȱwithoutȱaȱcollectiveȱknowerǯ

ŰǯȱCollectiveȱKnowledgeȱwithoutȱaȱCollectiveȱKnower

FirstȱtheȱproposalǯȱAccordingȱtoȱtheȱnonȬȱreductiveȱtheoryȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱ
outlinedȱinȱSectionȱŮǰȱtestimonialȱknowledgeȱisȱidentięedȱasȱtransmiĴedȱknowl-
edgeǯȱInȱtheȱparadigmaticȱcaseǰȱBurgeȱobservesȱthatȱȃIfȱtheȱrecipientȱdependsȱonȱ
interlocutionȱforȱknowledgeǰȱtheȱrecipientȂsȱknowledgeȱdependsȱonȱtheȱsourceȂsȱ
havingȱknowledgeȱ asȱwellȄȱ ǻūųųŭǱȱ ŮŲŰǼǯȱ Thisȱ isȱ trueȱwhetherȱ theȱ sourceȱ isȱ anȱ
individualȱ orȱ aȱ collectiveǯȱ Theȱ bodyȱofȱ justięcationȱ thatȱ includesȱ theȱ sourceȂsȱ
proprietaryȱjustięcationsȱandȱentitlementsǰȱBurgeȱcallsȱtheȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱjusti-
ęcationǰȱwhereȱitȱisȱtheȱsourceȂsȱcontributionȱtoȱthisȱthatȱisȱpreservedȱacrossȱtheȱ
testimonialȱlinkǯȱTheȱpresentȱproposalȱisȱthenȱthatȱthisȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationȱ
can be considered in abstractǲȱthatȱisǰȱconsideredȱindependentlyȱofȱwhetherȱthereȱisȱ
anyȱsourceȱbeliefȱthatȱitȱmightȱsupportǯȱItȱisȱnotȱthatȱjustięcationȱgetsȱtransmit-
tedȱfromȱtheȱsourceȂsȱbeliefȯȱbeȱthatȱindividualȱorȱcollectiveȯȱtoȱtheȱaudienceȂsȱ
beliefȱbutȱthatȱtestimonialȱuptakeȱisȱaȱwayȱinȱwhichȱanȱaudienceȂsȱbeliefȱgetsȱtoȱ
beȱsupportedȱbyȱanȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationǯŬŭ

Toȱillustrateȱthisȱproposalǰȱconsiderȱagainȱtheȱdead scientist caseǯȱSinceȱDrǯȱNȱisȱ
deadȱthereȱisȱnoȱindividualȱbeliefȱtoȱconsiderǲȱandȱsinceȱtheȱrefereesȱareȱdeadǰȱsoȱ
tooȱtheȱcopyȱeditorǰȱandȱDrǯȱNȂsȱpaperȱhasȱbeenȱforgoĴenǰȱthereȱwouldȱseemȱtoȱ
beȱnoȱcollectiveȱbeliefȱeitherǯȱButȱDrǯȱNȂsȱresultȱisȱstillȱisȱsupportedȱbyȱanȱappro-

priateȱknowledgeȬȱsupportingȱbodyȱofȱextendedȱjustięcationȯȱwhereȱthisȱisȱtheȱ
conjunctionȱofȱtheȱdataȱandȱargumentȱarticulatedȱinȱDrǯȱNǯȂsȱarticleȱinȱtheȱJournal 

of X- ologyȱtogetherȱwithȱwhateverȱtheoryȱisȱneededȱtoȱunderstandȱthisȱpublica-

tionǯȱForȱthisȱreasonȱaȱreaderȱofȱDrǯȱNȂsȱarticleȱinȱtheȱJournal of X- ologyȱwouldȱ
seemȱtoȱbeȱableȱtoȱgetȱtoȱtestimoniallyȱknowȱthatȱpǯȱTheȱpresentȱproposalȱisȱthatȱ
theȱreaderȱcanȱacquireȱthisȱtestimonialȱknowledgeȱthroughȱreadingȱDrǯȱNȂsȱar-
ticleȱbecauseȱthatȱpȱisȱsupportedȱbyȱaȱknowledgeȬȱsupportingȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱ
justięcationǯŬŮȱOrǰȱputȱmoreȱsimplyǱȱtheȱreaderȱcanȱcomeȱtoȱknowȱthatȱpȱbecauseȱ

ŬŭǯȲIȱpresentȱthisȱtheoryȱinȱFaulknerȱǻŬŪŪŪǼȱandȱFaulknerȱǻŬŪŪŰǼǯȱSeeȱalsoȱMillerȱǻŬŪūůǼǯ
ŬŮǯȲThisȱassumesȱthatȱtheȱreaderȂsȱtestimonialȱuptakeȱisȱappropriateǯȱForȱBurgeȱbeingȱȁappro-

priateȂȱrequiresȱmerelyȱthatȱtheȱreaderȱhasȱnoȱreasonȱtoȱnotȱbelieveȱpǯȱThisȱisȱbecauseȱweȱhaveȱtheȱ
entitlementȱstatedȱbyȱhisȱAcceptanceȱPrincipleǰȱwhichȱthenȱrefersȱȃanaphoricallyȄȱtoȱtheȱfullerȱjus-
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itȱisȱcollectiveȱknowledgeȱthatȱpǯȱThatȱthisȱisȱcollectiveȱknowledgeȱdoesȱnotȱre-
quireȱanyoneȯȱindividualȱorȱcollectiveȯȱknowȱthatȱpǯȱWhatȱitsȱbeingȱcollectiveȱ
knowledgeȱdoesȱrequireȱisȱǻūǼȱthatȱpȱbeȱsupportedȱbyȱanȱappropriateȱknowledgeȬȱ
supportingȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationǰȱwhichȱǻŬǼȱtheȱcollectiveȱhasȱaccessȱtoǯȱ
ToȱdevelopȱthisȱproposalȱfurtherȱǻūǼȱandȱǻŬǼȱneedȱtoȱbeȱelaboratedȱonǯȱIȱwillȱdoȱ
thisȱęrstȱandȱ thenȱconsiderȱhowȱtheȱresultingȱpositionȱrelatesȱ toȱBurgeȂsȱnonȬȱ
reductiveȱtheoryȱandȱHardwigȂsȱǻūųŲůǼȱargumentȱforȱnonȬȱeliminativismǯ

Conditionȱ ǻūǼǱȱ thatȱ pȱ beȱ supportedȱ byȱ anȱ appropriateȱ knowledgeȬȱsupportingȱ ex-

tendedȱbodyȱofȱ justięcationǯȱTheȱideaȱthatȱaȱbodyȱofȱ justięcationȱneedsȱtoȱbeȱap-

propriateȱforȱknowledgeȱofȱpȱwasȱintroducedȱinȱtheȱlastȱsectionǰȱandȱIȂllȱnotȱsayȱ
moreȱaboutȱitȱnowǯȱItȱisȱtheȱideaȱthatȱknowledgeȱofȱtheȱcharmȱcrossȬȱsectionȱre-
quiresȱtheȱexperimentǰȱasȱdoesȱtheȱempiricalȱconęrmationȱofȱGeneralȱRelativityǰȱ
etcǯȱTheȱotherȱkeyȱcomponentȱofȱconditionȱǻūǼȱisȱtheȱideaȱthatȱtheȱjustięcationȱofȱ
a propositionȱcanȱbeȱconsideredȱindependentlyȱofȱtheȱjustięcationȱofȱaȱbeliefǯȱHow-

everǰȱthisȱdistinctionȱisȱinȱfactȱanȱepistemologicalȱcommonȬȱplaceǯȱForȱexampleǰȱ
considerȱGinetȂsȱcaseȱofȱadulteryȱwhereȱaȱhusbandȱbelievesȱthatȱhisȱwifeȱisȱhav-

ingȱanȱaěairȱonȱ theȱ testimonyȱofȱaȱȃnotoriouslyȱuntrustworthyȱgossipȄȱ ǻūųűůǱȱ
ŭŬǼǯȱTheȱ rightȱ thingȱ toȱ sayȱaboutȱ thisȱ caseǰȱgivenȱ thatȱ theȱhusbandȱhasȱampleȱ
evidenceȱofȱhisȱwifeȂsȱaěairǰȱisȱthatȱhisȱbeliefȱisȱunjustięedǰȱbecauseȱitȱisȱbasedȱonȱ
gossipǰȱbutȱ justięableǰȱgivenȱtheȱevidenceȱheȱhasǯȱThisȱclaimȱthenȱdistinguishesȱ
theȱjustięcationȱofȱtheȱhusbandȂsȱbeliefȱfromȱtheȱjustięcationȱtheȱhusbandȱhasȱforȱ
theȱpropositionȱbelievedǯȱToȱfocusȱonȱtheȱjustięcationȱofȱaȱpropositionȱisȱthenȱtoȱ
considerȱtheȱrelationȱofȱthisȱpropositionȱtoȱaȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationȱabstractȱfromȱ
theȱquestionȱofȱbeliefǯ

Thatȱepistemologyȱshouldȱstudyȱtheȱjustięcationȱofȱpropositionsȯȱfocusingȱ
onȱtheȱdataȱandȱargumentsȱthatȱcanȱbeȱmarshalledȱinȱtheirȱsupportȯȱratherȱthanȱ
theȱjustięcationȱofȱbeliefȱisȱalsoȱPopperȂsȱǻūųűŬbǼȱcontroversialȱcontentionǯȱThusǰȱ
Popperȱdrawsȱaȱparallelȱdistinctionȱbetweenȱsubjectiveȱandȱobjectiveȱconceptionsȱ
ofȱknowledgeǯȱToȱidentifyȱknowledgeȱasȱaȱmentalȱstateȯȱordinarilyȱbeliefȯȱisȱtoȱ
conceiveȱofȱknowledgeȱinȱtheȱsubjectiveȱsenseǯȱTalkȱofȱcollectivesȱknowingȱthenȱ
extendsȱ thisȱsubjectiveȱconceptionǱȱ theȱcollectiveȱ isȱmodelledȱasȱanȱ individualȱ
knowerǯȱHoweverǰȱinsofarȱasȱepistemologyȱȃaimsȱatȱaȱtheoryȱofȱscientięcȱknowl-
edgeȄȱthenǰȱPopperȱǻūųűŬaǱȱūŪŲǼȱarguesǰȱthisȱsubjectiveȱconceptionȱofȱknowledgeȱ
ȃisȱirrelevantȱinȱaȱpreĴyȱstrictȱsenseȱofȱtheȱwordȄǯȱEpistemologyȱshouldȱratherȱ
concernȱ itselfȱwithȱ ȃtheȱworldȱofȱ theoriesȱ inȱ themselvesǰȱ andȱ theirȱ logicalȱ re-
lationsǲȱofȱargumentsȱinȱthemselvesǲȱandȱofȱproblemȱsituationsȱinȱthemselvesȄȱ
ǻPopperȱūųűŬcǱȱūůŮǼǯȱThisȱshouldȱbeȱtheȱfocusȱbecauseȱalthoughȱscientięcȱknowl-

tięcationȱthatȱisȱtheȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationǯȱIȱhaveȱarguedȱthatȱbeingȱȁappropriateȂȱrequiresȱ
thatȱtheȱaudienceȱhaveȱsomeȱpositiveȱreasonȱtoȱbelieveȱthatȱpǰȱsuchȱasȱtheȱreputationȱofȱtheȱJournal 
of X- ologyǲȱseeȱFaulknerȱǻŬŪŪŪǼǯȱHoweverǰȱasȱstatedȱatȱtheȱbeginningȱofȱthisȱpaperȱthisȱdebateȱaboutȱ
whatȱjustięesȱourȱtestimonialȱuptakeȱisȱbeyondȱtheȱscopeȱofȱthisȱpaperǯ
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edgeȱisȱaȱhumanȱcreationǰȱitȱalsoȱpossessesȱaȱdegreeȱofȱautonomyȱinȱitsȱexistenceǯȱ
ThisȱisȱillustratedȱbyȱtheȱfactȱthatȱDrǯNȂsȱdiscoveryȱdoesȱnotȱceaseȱtoȱbeȱknowl-
edgeȱwithȱhisȱdeathȱandȱtheȱdeathȱofȱtheȱrefereesǯȱItȱremainsȱasȱknowledgeȱbe-
causeȱofȱitsȱpublicationǯŬů

NowȱIȱdoȱnotȱwantȱtoȱdefendȱPopperȂsȱconceptionȱofȱaȱȃthirdȱworldȄȱofȱob-

jectiveȱknowledgeȱalongsideȱtheȱȃęrstȱworldȄȱofȱfactsȱandȱtheȱȃsecondȱworldȄȱ
ofȱmentalȱ statesǰȱ sinceȱ itȱhasȱ comeȱ inȱ forȱ someȱ trenchantȱ criticismǯŬŰȱRatherǰȱ Iȱ
wantȱtoȱsimplyȱtakeȱPopperȂsȱdistinctionȱbetweenȱtheȱsubjectiveȱandȱobjectiveȱ
sensesȱofȱknowledgeȱtoȱbeȱparallelȱtoȱtheȱdistinctionȱbetweenȱtheȱjustięcationȱofȱ
aȱbeliefȱandȱtheȱjustięcationȱofȱaȱpropositionǰȱandȱfocusȱonȱthisȱlaĴerȱdistinctionǯȱ
Thisȱdistinctionȱcomesȱtoȱtheȱforeȱinȱtheȱepistemologyȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱbe-
causeȱinȱtheȱcoreȱcasesȱourȱepistemologicalȱinterestȱliesǰȱasȱPopperȱstatesǰȱinȱtheȱ
propositionȯȱtheȱ locationȱofȱ theȱ shipǰȱ theȱ charmȱcrossȬȱsectionǰȱ theȱpopulationȱ
growthǰȱetcǯȯȱratherȱthanȱwhetherȱthisȱpropositionȱisȱbelievedǯŬű

ConditionȱǻŬǼǱȱthatȱtheȱcollectiveȱhasȱaccessȱtoȱthisȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationǯ In 

coreȱcasesǰȱworkingȱoutȱwhetherȱpǰȱandȱsoȱgeĴingȱtoȱknowȱwhetherȱpǰȱrequiresȱaȱ
divisionȱofȱepistemicȱlabourǯȱThusǰȱandȱforȱinstanceǰȱitȱtakesȱtheȱwholeȱNaviga-

tionȱTeamȱtoȱworkȱoutȱwhereȱtheȱshipȱisȱinȱtheȱnavigation caseǲȱandȱitȱtakesȱtheȱlist-
edȱninetyȬȱnineȱauthorsȱtoȱworkȱoutȱtheȱcharmȱcrossȬȱsectionȱinȱtheȱphysics caseǯȱAsȱ
suchǰȱarticulatingȱtheȱknowledgeȬȱsupportingȱjustięcationsȱinȱtheseȱcoreȱcasesȱisȱ
aȱcollectiveȱeěortǯȱOnȱtheȱassumptionȱthatȱepistemicȱaccessȱrequiresȱknowledgeȱ
ofȱtheȱjustifyingȱfactsȱandȱknowledgeȱthatȱtheseȱfactsȱjustifyǰȱitȱfollowsȱthatȱnoȱ
individualȱaloneȱhasȱaccessȱtoȱtheseȱknowledgeȬȱsupportingȱjustięcationsǯȱHow-

everǰȱonȱtheȱsameȱassumptionȱtheȱcollectiveȱwillȱhaveȱsuchȱaccessǯȱ Inȱtheȱdead 

scientist caseǰȱaccessȱisȱthenȱsatisęedȱbyȱtheȱconjunctionȱofȱǻiǼȱtheȱfactȱthatȱDrǯNȂsȱ
articleȱis availableǰȱsinceȱitȱisȱinȱtheȱlibraryǰȱandȱǻiiǼȱtheȱfactȱthatȱtheȱcollectiveȱstillȱ
hasȱmembersȱthatȱknowȱtheȱrelevantȱtheoreticalȱbackgroundȱsoȱthatȱtheyȱwouldȱ
understandȱ theȱ articleȱ ifȱ theyȱ readȱ itǯȱThisȱweakeningȱofȱ theȱ accessȱ conditionȱ
parallelsȱthatȱinȱindividualȱepistemologyȱwhereȱaccessȱisȱnormallyȱtakenȱtoȱbeȱ
ȁaccessȱonȱreĚectionȂǰȱwhichȱmeansȱȁisȱavailableȱtoȱconsciousnessȂȱasȱopposedȱtoȱ
ȁisȱawareȱofȂǰȱbecauseȱitȱcanȱtakeȱreĚectionȱtoȱbringȱtoȱconsciousnessȱtheȱbasisȱofȱ
someȱbeliefǯ

ToȱreturnȱnowȱtoȱBurgeȱandȱHardwigȂsȱǻūųŲůǼȱargumentȱforȱnonȬȱeliminativismǯȱ

ŬůǯȲAndȱhereȱPopperȱgivesȱaȱsimilarȱcaseǱȱheȱasksȱusȱtoȱimagineȱtwoȱapocalypticȱsituationsǰȱ
inȱbothȱourȱcivilisationȱisȱdestroyedȱbutȱinȱtheȱęrstȱcaseȱtheȱlibrariesȱareȱpreservedǯȱTheȱintuitionȱisȱ
thatȱȃinȱtheȱsecondȱcaseȱthereȱwillȱbeȱnoȱreȬȱemergenceȱofȱourȱcivilisationȱforȱmanyȱmillenniaȄȱǻPop-

perȱūųűŬaǱȱūŪűȮȱūŪŲǼǯȱAndȱthisȱisȱbecauseȱtheȱlibraryȱbooksȱcontainȱknowledgeȱinȱtheȱobjectiveȱsenseȱ
merelyȱbecauseȱofȱtheirȱȃpossibilityȱorȱpotentialityȱofȱbeingȱunderstoodȄȱǻPopperȱūųűŬcǱȱūūůȮȱūūŰǼǯ

ŬŰǯȲSeeȱ Cohenȱ ǻūųŲŪǼǰȱ Currieȱ ǻūųűŲǼȱ andȱ OȂHearȱ ǻūųŲŪǼǯȱ Iȱ oěerȱ someȱ defenseȱ inȱ Faulknerȱ
ǻŬŪŪŰǼǯȱSeeȱalsoȱBairdȱǻŬŪŪŮǱȱChapterȱŰǼǯ

ŬűǯȲInȱtalkingȱaboutȱtheȱknowledgeȱcontainedȱinȱaȱlibraryȱbookǰȱPopperȱobservesȱȃwhetherȱ
anybodyȱeverȱreadsȱitȱandȱreallyȱgraspsȱitsȱcontentsȱisȱalmostȱaccidentalȄȱǻūųűŬcǱȱūūůȮȱūūŰǼǯ



ūŬŬȳ�ȳPaulȱFaulkner

Ergo �ȱvolǯȱůǰȱnoǯȱŮȱ�ȱŬŪūŲ

ȃKnowledgeȄǰȱBurgeȱǻŬŪūŭǱȱŬůůǼȱsaysǰȱȃmustȱresideȱinȱtheȱchainȱofȱcommunica-

torsȱ thatȱ leadsȱupȱ toȱaȱreportȱ ifȱ theȱrecipientȱ isȱ toȱobtainȱknowledgeȱ fromȱtheȱ
reportȄǯȱAsȱobservedǰȱtheȱstandardȱnonȬȱreductiveȱpositionȱisȱtoȱextrapolateȱtheȱ
collectiveȱcaseȱ fromȱtheȱ individualȱcaseǱȱknowledgeȱandȱ justięcationȱresideȱ inȱ
theȱ chainȱ throughȱ beingȱpossessedȱ eitherȱ byȱ someȱ individualȱmemberȱ ofȱ theȱ
chainǰȱorȱtheȱchainȱtakenȱcollectivelyǯȱItȱisȱthisȱindividualȱorȱcollectiveȱknowledgeȱ
orȱjustięedȱbeliefȱthatȱisȱtransmiĴedǯȱTheȱpresentȱsuggestionȱmarksȱaȱdepartureȱ
fromȱthisȱviewǯȱItȱproposesȱthatȱjustięcationȱcanȱbeȱconceivedȱindependentlyȱofȱ
beliefȯȱconceivedȱobjectivelyȱasȱPopperȱwouldȱsayǯȱButȱitȱalsoȱseemsȱthatȱBurgeȱ
isȱequallyȱdrivenȱtoȱthisȱobjectiveȱconceptionȱofȱjustięcationȱwhenȱheȱconsidersȱaȱ
coreȱcaseȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyǯȱThusǰȱinȱdescribingȱGrahamȂsȱǻŬŪŪŰǼȱcreationistȱ
teacherȱcaseǰȱBurgeȱsaysǰ

theȱknowledgeȱtheȱstudentsȱacquireȱisȱtheȱproductȱofȱtheȱknowledgeȱofȱ
theȱteacherȂsȱsourcesǰȱtheȱteacherȂsȱownȱobservationalȱknowledgeǰȱandȱaȱ
goodȱinferentialȱstepȱtakenȱbyȱtheȱteacherǯȱInȱanȱabstractȱsenseǰȱtheȱknowl-
edgeȱthatȱtheȱstudentsȱgainȱresidesǰȱcollectivelyǰȱinȱtheȱantecedentȱchainǰȱ
includingȱtheȱteacherȱǻwithȱhisȱȦȱherȱknowledgeȱofȱtheȱfossilǼǯȱWeȱdoȱtalkȱ
thisȱwayȱaboutȱcomplexȱscientięcȱorȱmathematicalȱworkǯȱǻŬŪūŭǱȱŬůűǼ

Thisȱsuggestsȱthatȱknowledgeȱcanȱreside in the chainȱevenȱifȱthereȱisȱnoȱindividualȱ
orȱcollectiveȱknowerǲȱthatȱwhatȱmaĴersȱisȱjustȱthatȱthereȱisȱcollectiveȱknowledgeǰȱ
whereȱthisǰȱIȱsuggestǰȱcanȱbeȱconceivedȱabstractlyȱasȱdescribedȱaboveǯ

WithȱrespectȱHardwigȂsȱǻūųŲůǼȱargumentǰȱthisȱargumentȱstartsȱfromȱtheȱfactȱ
thatȱ anȱ individualȱ canȱ gainȱ testimonialȱ knowledgeȱ fromȱ aȱ pieceȱ ofȱ collectiveȱ
testimonyǰȱandȱproposesȱ thatȱ thisȱgeneratesȱaȱdilemmaǱȱeitherȱknowledgeȱcanȱ
beȱȁpurelyȱvicariousȂǲȱorȱsomeoneȱpossessesȱtheȱneededȱknowledgeȱsupportingȱ
justięcationǯȱWithȱrespectȱtoȱtheȱphysics caseȱ thatȱformsȱtheȱbasisȱofȱHardwigȂsȱ
ǻūųŲůǼȱ argumentǰȱ knowledgeȱ cannotȱ beȱ ȁpurelyȱ vicariousȂǱȱ knowingȱ thatȱ theȱ
charmȱcrossȬȱsectionȱ isȱ suchȬȱandȬȱsuchȱ requiresȱ aȱ supportingȱbodyȱofȱ evidenceȱ
andȱargumentǯȱSoȱoneȱmustȱembraceȱ theȱotherȱhornȱofȱ theȱdilemmaȱandȱcon-

cludeȱthatȱȁsomeoneȂȱmustȱpossessȱthisǯȱGivenȱtheȱcomplexityȱofȱthisȱextendedȱ
bodyȱofȱjustięcationǰȱthatȱȁsomeoneȂȱcouldȱonlyȱbeȱtheȱcollectiveǯȱHoweverǰȱifȱitȱisȱ
allowedȱthatȱknowledgeȱcanȱbeȱconsideredȱinȱabstractȱfromȱtheȱknowingȱsubjectǰȱ
thisȱdilemmaȱisȱaȱfalseȱoneǯȱThatȱisǰȱitȱdoesȱnotȱfollowȱfromȱtheȱfactȱthatȱknowingȱ
theȱcharmȱcrossȬȱsectionȱrequiresȱanȱextendedȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationȱthatȱsomeoneȱ
mustȱbeȱableȱtoȱarticulateȱthisȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationǯȱTheȱarticulationȱofȱthisȱex-

tendedȱbodyȱofȱjustięcationȱisȱaȱcollectiveȱendeavourȱnotȱtheȱendeavourȱofȱtheȱ
collectiveǯȱǻInȱtermsȱofȱtheȱreconstructionȱofȱHardwigȂsȱargumentȱgivenȱaboveȱinȱ
SectionȱŬǰȱtheȱdilemmaȱofȱeitherȱdenyingȱǻŭȘȘǼȱorȱǻůǼȱdoesnȂtȱariseȱbecauseȱitȱisȱǻŮǼȱ
thatȱisȱfalseǯǼ
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űǯȱConclusion

WhatȱexplainsȱourȱlearningȱthatȱpȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱtoȱpǵȱThisȱpaperȱhasȱ
arguedȱthatȱdiěerentȱanswersȱtoȱthisȱquestionȱemployȱdiěerentȱdegreesȱofȱcollec-
tiveȱcommitmentǯȱThisȱcouldȱbeȱrepresentedȱinȱtabularȱformǯ

TheoreticalȱPosition Eliminativistȱorȱnotǵ Collectiveȱnotionsȱemployed

Assurance NonȬȱeliminativist Collectiveȱknowledgeȱǭȱbelief
Collectiveȱknowerȱǭȱbeliever
Collectiveȱsubject

NonȬȱreductive NonȬȱeliminativist Collectiveȱknowledgeȱǭȱbelief
Collectiveȱknowerȱǭȱbeliever

ThisȱpaperȂsȱposition Eliminativist Collectiveȱknowledgeȱǭȱbelief

DeĚationary Eliminativist Noneǯ

NonȬȱeliminativistȱanswersȱtoȱthisȱquestionȱexplainȱourȱlearningȱthatȱpȱbyȱref-
erenceȱtoȱtheȱcollectiveȱknowingȱthatȱpǯȱThisȱpaperȱconsideredȱandȱrejectedȱtwoȱ
nonȬȱeliminativistȱanswersǯȱFirstǰȱitȱconsideredȱanȱassuranceȱtheoryȱofȱcollectiveȱ
testimonyǯȱWhatȱexplainsȱourȱlearningȱthatȱpȱisȱtheȱfactȱthatȱthereȱisȱsomeȱcol-
lectiveǰȱwhichȱknowsȱthatȱpǰȱandȱassumesȱresponsibilityȱforȱourȱcomingȱtoȱknowȱ
thatȱpǰȱinȱtheȱsameȱwayȱthatȱanȱindividualȱspeakerȱcanȱassumeȱthisȱresponsibili-
tyǯȱThisȱtheoryȱfailedȱofȱsuĜciencyǱȱitȱdoesȱnotȱcoverȱcasesȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱ
whereȱthereȱisȱnoȱassumptionȱofȱresponsibilityȱforȱtheȱaudienceȂsȱbeliefǯȱSecondǰȱ
itȱ consideredȱ theȱ straightȱ applicationȱ ofȱ aȱ nonȬȱreductiveȱ theoryȱ ofȱ individualȱ
testimonyǱȱwhatȱexplainsȱourȱlearningȱthatȱpȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱtoȱpȱisȱ
simplyȱtheȱfactȱthatȱtheȱcollectiveȱknowsȱthatȱpǱȱknowledgeȱcanȱgetȱtransmiĴedȱ
fromȱtheȱcollectiveȱepistemicȱsubjectȱtoȱanȱindividualȱjustȱasȱitȱcanȱgetȱtransmit-
tedȱ fromȱ individualȱ toȱ individualǯȱThisȱ theoryȱequallyȱ failedȱofȱ suĜciencyǱȱ itȱ
doesȱnotȱcoverȱcasesȱofȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱwhereȱthereȱisȱnoȱcollectiveȱknowerǯ

Theȱpaperȱ thenȱmovedȱonȱ toȱconsiderȱanȱeliminativistȱ theoryȱofȱcollectiveȱ
testimonyǯȱWeȱ canȱ explainȱourȱ learningȱ thatȱpȱ fromȱcollectiveȱ testimonyȱ toȱpȱ
withoutȱreferringȱtoȱanyȱcollectiveȱepistemicȱsubjectȱbecauseȱallȱthatȱmaĴersȱisȱ
theȱreliabilityȱofȱtheȱindividualȱspokespersonȱwhoȱrepresentsȱtheȱcollectiveȱandȱ
anȱaudienceȂsȱjudgementȱofȱthisȱreliabilityǯȱThisȱisȱtheȱdeĚationaryȱtheoryǲȱagainǰȱ
itȱwasȱarguedȱthatȱthisȱproposalȱfailsȱofȱsuĜciencyǱȱmanyȱofȱtheȱtruthsȱthatȱareȱ
presentedȱbyȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱrequireȱmoreȱthanȱreliabilityǰȱandȱtheȱjudge-

mentȱofȱitǰȱtoȱbeȱknownǯ
Havingȱrejectedȱtheseȱoptionsǰȱtheȱpaperȱpresentedȱanȱeliminativistȱinterpre-

tationȱofȱtheȱnonȬȱreductiveȱtheoryǯȱThisȱmightȱbeȱtermedȱanȱobjectivistȯȱorȱevenȱ
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third- worldȯȱepistemologyȱofȱcollectiveȱ testimonyǯȱWhatȱexplainsȱourȱ learningȱ
thatȱpȱfromȱcollectiveȱtestimonyȱtoȱpȱisȱthatȱthisȱpropositionȱisȱcollectiveȱknowl-
edgeǰȱorȱsupportedȱbyȱanȱappropriateȱknowledgeȱsupportingȱbodyȱofȱextendedȱ
justięcationȱthatȱtheȱcollectiveȱhasȱaccessȱtoǯȱTakingȱthisȱoptionȱrequiresȱthinkingȱ
ofȱknowledgeȱandȱjustięcationȱindependentlyȱofȱtheȱepistemicȱsubjectȱwhoȱcanȱ
knowȱorȱbeȱjustięedȱinȱbeliefǯȱItȱfollowsȱthatȱnoȱreferenceȱtoȱtheȱcollectiveȱknow-

ingȱ isȱneededȱ toȱexplainȱourȱacquiringȱ testimonialȱknowledgeȱ fromȱcollectiveȱ
testimonyǯȱHenceȱthisȱpositionȱisȱeliminativistǯȱHoweverǰȱthisȱdoesȱnotȱentirelyȱ
eliminateȱreferenceȱtoȱtheȱcollectiveȱsinceȱthisȱbodyȱofȱextendedȱjustięcationȱisȱ
possessedȱonlyȱconditionallyȱuponȱitsȱcollectiveȱaccessibilityǯ
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