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Table 1. Comparison of domains reported as being important to 

patients with polymyalgia rheumatica  

 

Core Area 
Domain* Instrument used 

in published 

studies 

Number of Studies 

of PMR Reporting 

Data on this 

Domain 

Pathophysiological 

manifestations 

Laboratory markers 

of systemic 

inflammation 

ESR, CRP, IL-6, 

fibrinogen 

30 

 Elevation of upper 

limbs 

Part of composite 

disease activity 

score 

5 

 Ability to carry out 

physical function 

tests 

Grip strength, chair 

stand, 10-metre 

walk 

1 

 Ultrasonography Synovitis, bursitis 

in shoulder and hip 

regions 

4 

 Physician global VAS, NRS 14 
    

Life Impact 
Pain VAS, NRS 17 

 Morning stiffness Duration (minutes), 

grade, severity 

(VAS) 

26 

 Fatigue VAS 1 

 Sleep disturbance Not reported 0 

 Patient global VAS, NRS 9 

 Physical functioning 

(in daily living) 

HAQ 9 

 Anxiety, 

depression 

Part of SF36 2 

 Health-related 

quality of life 

SF36, VAS 3 

    

Death 
Mortality Death registries, 

patient files. 

1 

    

Resource use 
Not reported Not reported 0 

    

Adverse events 
Adverse effects of 

medication 

Standard methods 

for clinical trials 

14 

Outcomes measured in 35 clinical trials and longitudinal observational 

studies(9), grouped according to the OMERACT Filter 2.0 Framework.   

* Bold typeface indicates highlighted in initial patient consultations (11) 

PMR, polymyalgia rheumatic; ESR, erythrocyte sedimentation rate; CRP, C-

reactive protein; IL-6, interleukin-6; VAS, visual analogue scale; NRS, numeric 

rating scale; HAQ, Health Assessment Questionnaire; SF36, Medical Outcome 

Study Short Form 36. Adapted from published report(9). 



 


