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SiGNs oF THE TIMES:
NINETEENTH — TWENTIETH CENTURY GRAFFITI IN THE FARMS OF THE YORKSHIRE
WoLbDs

Katherine Giles and Melanie Giles

Introduction and rabbit warrens (Harris 1960; Waites 1971). Colluvial
activity has enriched the bases of valleys and slope-sides,

7KLY SDSHU LV FRQFHUQHG E2XAMOKG Ldgdafipg\ereas RotQBitddGoridnbliFscale aralifvation,

on the Yorkshire Wolds, dating between the latet@anth  around nucleated settlements (Harris 1961). Howénan

and late twentieth centuries. It uses an archaembg the eighteenth century onwards, pressure to ‘improve’ the

approach to explore the social and performative nature ¢dnd and intensify both arable cultivation and the stocking

these inscriptions, to analyse their content amdastier,and DQG IHHGLQJ RI FDWWOH +D\RWOG

to consider the communities responsible for their creatiordescribed locally as a ‘rage of ploughing’ (Hart96:

We argue that this was a vital medium of expres&on see Giles and Giles 2007 for a brief consideratibtie

a particular group of farm-workers — the horseladsd different historical factors involved in this trdosmation).

was part of the way in which they negotiated tiséatus  Such a shift was hindered by the need to marl and fertilise

and identity during a period of great social uplaa@nd the thin, chalk soils to grow crops successfulywall

agricultural change (Giles and Giles 2007). Wead#u as provide additional surface water for stock. Thtter

the making of these marks within the horselads’ seasonaspect was redressed by the introduction of dewp(Beist

rhythms of labour and broader patterns of inhaibitat +DUULV +D\(HOG DQG 9WMWREXJIK

Finally, we explore spatial and stratigraphic relationship&Vagner 1995). Meanwhile, the increase in arabliévetiion

DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK JUDI ¢ WH QD Q H RvxsShveriagEdOtéugls BitheH the lekpllddion of egistin

within these communities, and analyse how they changddrms or the creation of new ones in more isolaiegs,

over time. HITHFWLYHO\ WR DFW DV pPDQXUH IDFW
central fold-yard acted as a repository for manutbeyad

The Farming Landscape: From the Nineteenth - from both over-wintered cattle and the horse-testaisled

Twentieth Centuries around the yard, who were needed for ploughing (Caunce

1991a). Following the winter, the cattle were tumait
The case study with which we are concerned congfsts on the land, and the resulting mix of rotted maramd
a series of farms located on the ‘High Wolds’, dtilang EHGGLQJ FRXOG EH VSUHDG DRURVV V
the borders of East and North Yorkshire. The laapgec 1985). Towards the end of the nineteenth century, this was
LV GH;QHG E\ DQ HOHYDWHGKUUBMXSBOHRRBQWHGWKRHD YMUIN¥LDO RU ERX
Wolds — which rises on the River Humber, curvingin underlying viability of the farm rested on this esvable
north-easterly direction, to outcrop at Flamborough Headesource.
(Kent 1980). In the north-west corner of this chalk massif,
WKH ODQGVFDSH LV FKDUDFWH U L UdGecEss #Add WsteR @ @n B¥fatding f&rinivigickhityW H G
by steep dry valleys or dales (Foster 1987). Itsheon  needed to manage this system. Many farmers wet@tie
HGJH LV GH¢{QHG E\ D VWHH SV U E Bddaé®cHaGrddmens Witk @éjor\dris Or Bs@ateegrsuch
which overlooks the parish and estate of Birdshié as Birdsall or Sledmere. Tenant farmers, known locally as
centre of our case study area. As the chalk dipslalts  ‘hinds’, increasingly took over the day-to-day mgement
DQG ADWWHQV WRZDUGV W KH{ HIQMWGEhENaK asWiRIBR kspDrisikiltyLfof tieRakis under
(Leatham, cited in Woodward 1985: 34), with shalowWKHLU VXSHUYLVLRQ +D\¢(HOGV 2
valleys or ‘slacks’ cut by seasonally-active streams knowoommunity consisted of a shepherd, a stockman (know as
as ‘Gypseys’ (Bevan 1999). To the north, the Walds  the ‘beastman’ or ‘bullocky’) and the ‘*horselads’: a group
GH¢{QHG E\ WKH 9DOH RI 3L F8MHWHbLYydungihBn Widddred Rraid iorkéd kvith the Shind
of Holderness; and to the west, the Vale of Yorkede Clydesdale teams of horses, used for ploughintingeaind
YDOHV DUH ADWWHU DQG ZHWWHQU¢AZliAY (BravR (091 KTauweR1991H)VinRididition, there
drainage, from the late medieval period onwardsit(Cawould normally be at least one female servant to assist the
1987; Van der Noort and Ellis 1995). farmer or hind’s wife in the carrying out of doniestuties.
Seasonally, this community might be swelled by il
The soils of the Wolds are thin, light and loangcasionally  labour for the harvest, including both Irish migraworkers
RYHUODLQ E\ SDWFKHV RI FQDR\Q Z@aenby\ 1048 \PeiRic GO7id)aBd the (068 itinetramps
and small streams (Furness and King 1978; Elli0199 and vagrants, known as ‘Wold Rangers’ (Antrim 1981).
In the historic period, they were used for sheegiypa
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The status of these different groups was structured by, amélsearch potential. A second phase consisted of creating a
UHAHFWHG LQ WKH DFFRPPRBRWH&pld thoiblraphic nAcKrdl bf fhie buidikgs, arterior

(Giles and Giles 2007). A main farmhouse, or (m¢hseof SDQHOV RI JUDI¢WL DV ZHGQVDR QWVKIH
a larger estate), a separate ‘Hind House’, was occupied Ipassages of text, to evaluate their interpretative potential.

the farmer and his immediate family, as well as the femal€he third phase of the project, begun in 2006, has initiated
domestic servants (as for example, at Vessey Rastura systematic recording methodology at four levels:
+D\¢HOG $ GRUPLWRU\ URRP KRXVHG WKH KRUVHODG

whilst adjacent cottages or caravans might be provided f&r. 5SHAHFWRUOHVY (OHFWURQLF 'LVWDQ
WKH EHDVWPHQ DQG VKHSKHUGYV + blilgirg® &e being usedrt® piadiucel 4¢dded grolarsp

within the farm complex, a small warming room wéh DQG HOHYDWLRQV LQ ZKLFKHE®DQE&OV
grate, or kitchen with a range, was provided fer ithen relation to architectural details such as doorwatgsrs

to sit in at night, referred to as a ‘slum’ or ipk(Neave and windows.

1971; Caunce 1991a: 163). As we have argued elsewhefe, A full photographic record (in both colour and {ac

aspects of age, status and gender were carefully controlled and-white) is made of the buildings, as well as internal

by restricted access to areas such as the fenratenss and external details. Each wall panel is photographed,
accommodation, and the use of separate entrandes (G HQKDQFHG E\ FORVH XSV RI IDJQGAYLGX
and Giles 2007). This was important, since the élads texts, comprising an illustrative catalogue.

lived closely alongside the farmer’s family, andreve 3. Elevations of each wall panel, at a scale of Ipt@vide
‘meated in’ for the year, following the Martinmas hirings  the context for individual photographs, and prowide
(November 23): fed by the hind or farmer’s wife, often full transcription of text and images.
eating at the same table (Caunce 1991a). 4. $ ¢QDO OHYHO Rl UHFRUGLQJ LV UH
passages of text and images: selective tracings of these
Whilst agricultural production was indeed incregsed are made using acetate overlays, to capture defails
concern was expressed about the impact of thisrsyspon style and hand.
the land. From the eighteenth century onwards, continual
improvements were tried in the form of drainagesp  As we have previously argued, since this recording system
ploughing and the addition of new types of feréifizaswell UHTXLUHV LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ LQ WKH ¢
as crop rotation (Young 1770; Marshall 1788; Steokl  important relationships between groups of imaggsewres
1812). Inevitably, broader historical events and processes text, which can be targeted for enhanced rengr@ibiles
also took their toll. The Agricultural Depressiohtbe  and Giles 2007). All of the examples discussed Wwelo
1880s, two World Wars, and the advent of mechanisatiomlerive from these four locations. However, once recording
all wrought great transformations in the demandslena at these sites is complete, it is our intentioidémtify other
upon farmers, as well as the technology and wockfor examples within the estate, and the region more generally.
they used to accomplish it (Day 1985; Howorth 2002)
7KH GLVFXVVLRQ EHORZ ZLOO WU ReéaURs: Vacliohtamd iChdrddietisatibh ZLWKLQ WKH
context of these historical changes, to understand how the
practice of wall writing was negotiated and reproduced athe four case studies analysed so far differ subtly in terms
the local level. RI ORFDWLRQ DQG FKDUDFWHUUBW WR.Z W
is incised with a knife blade and is restricted tack room
The overall impact of such change has been to rendéor horse-gear) and stable-block, within the yard opposite
many farm buildings redundant, as the communitieghe main farmhouse. At Burdale Wold and Foxhousacip
have dwindled to a single family or individual ttaw JUDI¢;WL LV IRXQG RQ WKH Z2D@®mO\G RI ¢
GULYHU +D\¢HOG , QV W | biotM\bZthEQe\WWWIdingk\akd séper&de from the iaich and
rapid changes in agricultural policy and subsidyd a farm house (respectively). Meanwhile, at Wharram Percy,
WKH GHPDQGVY RI GLYHUVL,FRODWKBRQRDY s URZWYKKHDIPDWHHREWRPRFBRMHS L C
farming economy of the region. As a result, mosthef D ZDJRQ VKHG DQG D ¢UVW ARRVDRID QD!
VWUXFWXUHY LQ ZKLFK ZH KDYH O®I&MwmkaHde), hgdnl lpdtted @ Bhdrt HistarRaérfth® J
ruins: whilst some have been converted or pillafpgd farmhouse.
materials, others have been demolished to avoigetarof
XQVWDEOH PDVRQU\ *LOHV DQDI & WaildtWlue pencil ®ioQakhs favikdidn the waliééharram
is commonly found inscribed onto white plaster wiathese Percy, red and blue have been used at Burdale Wold. Most
are especially vulnerable to damp, moss and mould. There | WKH JUDI{ WL KRZHYHU BWYW@RIDX QQQ
is thus an archaeological imperative to recordrtragerial, —addition to the sharp, knife-blade incisions at Towthorpe,
EHIRUH ERWK JUDI,{WL DQG EXL O Ghegelare @lsovdeepSiddordtie REr&chés \drid @rtbbe
defacing dents in the plaster at a number of looati
Methodology and Case Studies suggesting the rare use of a blunter tool or edge.

7KH ¢UVW VWDJH RI ¢ HOGZRUN F RIQ etmsVeH & akkon,DvhaHtBedd- vedeYstudieX bawéel \

of buildings on the Birdsall estate in order tontify initial FRPPRQ LV WKDW JUDI¢WL LVGFOXVW |
case studies. The farms of Foxhouse, Wharram Perayjndows, or hatched openings around pulleys: where
%XUGDOH :ROG DQG 7RZWKR U SKILZ KsHdKs Wwerel I&d liry drctold uf tédbALNQ. Jt ssggéhat
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6.1 ‘This was the waterline on the stooks’ (Foxhouse).

WKH JUDI¢WL PDNHUV ZHUH KWOWRWLQW LDDE® W RH DPDRIGE QILBI &RPPXQLW
ZRUN LQ $ QRWDEOH H[FHSWLBQHWR WKLV LV WKH JUDI{WL
in darker recesses at the backs of barns, whichhraag  Working in and around deserted buildings, archaeologists
been meant for more restricted viewing (see below). TUHTXHQWO\ HQFRXQWHU JWDRIYS WD @ H I
addition, farm-workers may have clustered arourzhsu occupants, but by much more recent users of these
openings, when they were taking breaks from worthimw  structures. Since it is commonly perceived as phd
WKHVH EXLOGLQJV $W :KDUUDPI 3WARNAQ WRIK QRWPEIWILRHIRU p®HYHD QMWIN\ Et
notes that they were ‘mixing seed cowfiilst at Foxhouse, be dismissed as vandalism (Othen-Price 2006): aafac
another mentions they were ‘...ing the Foldyard’ [clearingGHIDFHPHQW WKDW VKRXOG EH HUDVHC
or cleaning?]. In addition, they may have beendhelp  such inscriptions are an integral part of a site’s history, and
in such rooms during periods of rain and snow, aitevi  should at least be recorded if they are to be removed, since
evenings: keeping warm, keeping an eye on the weath one era’s scrawl becomes the next generation’sasrit
and watching comings-and-goings on the farm. WHVWLPRQ\ RI pXQKHDUGY YRQBHV 7]
couples, underage drinkers, drug-users, tag-artists, pagans
At Foxhouse in particular, individual comments soppp  and tourists have equally important stories to(sele Blain
WKH LGHD WKDW JUDI¢{¢WL ZDV Ran WallisP2D03)Hlondgsideth&VskrittbleZ bif inkhates
prevented from working. Comments include: ‘Not eafle  prisons, factory workers and soldiers holed up in trenches
gotten: Pissing Wet time. Been weeks rain’and ‘Threshin QG EXQNHUV DV H[HPSOL¢{HG LQ &RFL
no good. Rain very good’. One small cartoon depacts RZQ FDVH VWXGLHV JUDI¢WL IURP WKH
KDUYHVWHG ¢HOG ZLWK D 0OQQ 6@ Hefrtefuly bbénd Ranyside\wibals Ndet€s e comments
of corn, annotated ‘This was the waterline on the stookdirom the last few decades. For the reasons given above, all
(Figure 6.1). Support for this interpretation comes from anscriptive marks have been accorded equal importance in
biography of John Clare, which quotes from his boyhooaur recording, regardless of date
reminiscences of visiting an isolated ‘heath houkat
was ‘disinhabited and in ruins’ (Bate 2003: 54) (Since hed6 FKRODUO\ VWXGLHV Rl JUDLYWL VXS
was born in 1793, this event would date to c. 1800). Locatrategy, since inscriptions were seen somewhfatreiftly
children crept in to examine ‘the walls [that] were riddledin the past, as part of a general ‘writing art’ é\land
all over with names and dates of shepherds and herdsmBuockley 1977, Reisner 1971). At its most basic,hsuc
in their idle hours when they crept under its g@refitom JUDI¢ WL FRQYH\HG WKH PHVKDQH p, ZI
showers in summer and storms in winter’ (in Bate20 the presence of a particular individual or grou icertain
54-55; Paul Stamper, pers.comm.). SODFH DW D VSHFL¢F WLPH )OHPLQJ
Plesch 2002). Studies in this volume and elsewsigggest
‘H KDYH SUHYLRXVO\ DUJXHG WKDW R\DKWH WBMRLDG®L@RI WKB MEHEWIMF GDW
was made by the horselads: the group of young manitials becomes increasingly common from the eighteenth
charged with ploughing, sowing, harvesting andiegrt century onwards. This may relate to growing litgrdout it
on the farms (Giles and Giles 2007). However, ssghper  may also indicate the intention of an author to record their
will make clear, contributions were also made byeot presence there at a key moment — personal or historical. In
individuals like the shepherds and beastmen, who enteredldition, it may indicate an intention to revisit or return to
these buildings whilst storing farm equipment atedling WKH VLWH LQ WKH IXWXUHHERBRRAH HRWKK |
grain, taking shelter from bad weather, or sodraisn the  a material mnemonic and record of time that had passed.
few hours left to them, at the end of the working day.
6RFLRORJLFDO VWXGLHV HP3KWVLAWVHQW K
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be used to covertly express proscribed views ariopg GHULVLRQ WKURXJK WKH ZRUWOND RO UJDXWH
(Gonos et al 1976). Equally it can be used as @ foir  that adding to existing panels of text or imagesefore
resistance: to ‘anonymously’ yet publicly denounce sociainvolved an embodied performance that was risky and
or political hegemony, or question dominant values (Peetaring (cf. Butler 1993), since it could enhance or mar an
1996). Even in these cases, a pseudonymous ‘tag’ may belividual’s standing within this intimate group.
used to denote authorship. Much depends on context: who
sees it, where, and in what circumstances. Indeed, the veilyK H JUDI¢{ WL WKDW VXUYLYH® Q@HIDFL!
FRQWHQW DQG IRUP RI JUDI¢MWQJ IndicRidbhVdfl Qe PalRi€slapdHfeelibgs hRt W& eardgd
to the function of the structures on which it isdribed as legitimate or appropriate, in a continuing psscef
/IDQG\ DQG 6WHHOH *UD | ¢ WslbvEBIdD aid ketdsib i byRidldd geBedations (le@00:
powerful self-referential discourse used to cortdtend  65). The density and frequency of these marks sigge
reproduce identity, especially amongst young marfyan  that either the Hinds turned a blind eye to thiscfice,
or rural communities (MacDonald 2002). However, theor that their control over their employees was vesak
placement of signs and texts can also be used strategicaltysuch spaces. Alternatively, they may have apated
to discomfort, disturb or intimidate an area’s desits, some of its contents, especially if they had worktesir
targeting aspects of identity such as ethnic origin, gendevay up the hierarchy to reach this post, and mhdi t
RU UHOLJLRXV DI¢OLDWLRQ 6WD PR&n mark-oD OtRdd @alls. There is certainly a nt@ab
sense of pleasure and accomplishment in some of the
+RZ GRHV JUDI{WL KHOS FRQVW U XésiyhsE parieubady the swespind: dunkelof thexcheddikes
present and the past? The making of it involves a series ahd ploughs at Foxhouse and Burdale Wold: reiteratively
habitualised gestures that can be read by thosshingt as  cut or drawn, as if attempting the perfect symneatri
evidence of an individual’s identity and skill (d8eurdieu  silhouette (Figure 6.4). Whilst we have argued elsewhere
1977). In terms of our case study of the Yorkski@ds this may indicate frustration at being preventeairfr
farms, it was not simply the literacy and good ‘thesf ~ ploughing or stacking by wet weather (Giles ande&il
the horselads that was under scrutiny, but alsio tie  2007), they may also have been drawn at harvest-tiime
and humour, and the ability to give an idea amusing turn of the agricultural cycle - as a subtle mafpde,
entertaining, graphic form. This went hand-in-havith  achievement or tutelage of the younger lads. Another key
storytelling or musical skills, which were vital amongst adesign that is repeated at most of the sites iddisywheel:
close-knit group whose leisure hours were few,@rthaps comprising six petals enfolded in a circle. Oncahed,
at times, mundane: it was an easy but impressive design to execute, and in its
own way, marked a small rite of passage for youeg m
...Itwas a poor gawk who couldnt knock a tune out  within the group, learning such visual ‘tricks’. Wever,
of a mouth organ or give a song to pass away the according to Easton (1999), the hexafoil daisywlaésd
evening (Kitchen 1983: 59-60). had apotropaeic connotations: representing the sun and its
vitality. Since it was traditionally used to protéwildings,
Alongside physical strength, hardiness, and conmgete especially the home (Easton 1991), it may well have been
with animals and machinery, such social and creaiills  copied by these men who had seen it in local cottages and
ZHUH JUHDWO\ YDOXHG :LWXISX QWhepiED Thig i§ thiedestividg since CohDerton (1989)es
and colourful stereotypes are therefore complemented lthat communities are frequently bound togetherugho
rare attempts at realism, especially in relatioariomals  the sharing of common rituals, expressed in public feasts
(horses, sheep and dogs at Burdale Wold, Foxhause aand celebrations, as well as more intimate, unspoke
:KDUUDP 3HUF\ *LOHV DQG *L O Hndditions. Thed3XkeéyHsymbdQ e pike, the phoagd
vehicles (such as a threshing set at Wharram Percy, Figutee daisywheel — may have been part of a reperafire
6.2, tank at Towthorpe and aircraft typology atdale images that the farm-workers recognised as theim ow
Wold, Figure 6.3). For farm-workers who genera#jt| pictorial shorthand. They may have representecekents
school in their early teens, these scribbles catbeniind  in the arable cycle; stood for values of strenggitjlity
the schoolroom, and familiar gestures of drawing anand protection; or were simply pleasing patterns. But each
writing. The vertical plane of these walls may #fere time they were copied and inscribed anew, the lexise
have brought the school blackboard to mind, bus¢ghe SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ D VPDQU RH® PG R |
boys and men were still improvising with an unfaanil celebrated their contribution to farm-life.
MFDQYDVY DQG QRYHO VXUIDFHV RI OLPHZDVK *UDI¢{¢WL PDNLQJ
was a performance then: often involving bold or enlarged UD 1 ¢ WL &RPPXQLWLHV
gestures, to make it readable. It took vision xecete large
or complex designs, or to position text and image at ey&he Hierarchy of the Horselads
level, to catch the attention of viewers close-ugerEsuch
a mundane activity was fraught with small-scale politics,7 KH HDUOLHVW GDWHG JUDI;GDIOHAHDV P
since the inscription of text always involves ‘augigle  Wold, and is signed: ‘William Cross 1875’ ; thedst, from
about who can get what inscribed’ (Howe 2000: 65). Th&/harram Percy, is signed ‘J.D. ALLAN JULY 1988hese
density of images discussed below indicate thét suerks  two dates frame the period in which the majoritythoe
were subsequently scrutinised closely by one’s peers, anddlUD I ¢, WL ZDV LQVFULEHG +RZHYHU DW
— since they were permanent — were subject to approval of large, sweeping inscriptions in red underlie lder,
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6.2 A possible depiction of a threshing/thrashing set (Wharram Percy).

6.3 An aircraft typology (Burdale Wold).
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6.4 Thatched pikes and ploughs (Towthorpe).

and neater, graphite pencil. The majority of this appears ttR91a: 74). It also meant that he was able to \Wwashands
be sinuous, looped writing: especially names aliégsa ¢UVW DQG VLW GRZQ DW WKHQ@®DRWH Et
but there are a few bold pikes, with out-turnedstggnd  the pick of the double bedsteads (which were altesth) in
thatching depicted by criss-cross designs or parallel linethe dormitory (Caunce 1991a: 83-84). Underneathvhés
,W LV SRVVLEOH WKDW WYXWVWHCH) THRAIM &Y ‘Thudy’') ghew LFdwat' Qr FEdurtheX, Fiver’
of horselads but shepherds, who may have used:the rand so on. Finally, there was the ‘Wag lad’ or sielad’:
‘raddle’ dye from their sheep to make these design®ften a new school-leaver of 13-14 years old, whie Ithe
Certainly, Burdale Wold is associated with shepherds righirunt of the teasing, corporal punishment and bullying by
through the late nineteenth and early twentiethtuogn  the older men.
since there are some affectionate portraits offsreeewell
DV KRUVHV VHH *LOHV DQG *L OH\WAswe hagelpfdviblsly stated, these annually hiredkers
often tried to improve their position by changing farm, to
2QH Rl WKH PRVW FRPPRQ SLHFH\garlad bizhexperidieX 8 @ossihle DTAIOmMBY iexpla
the sites except Towthorpe, is a hierarchy: acall of ZK\ WKH KLHUDUFKLHV ZHUHFDRIERSXC
names - alongside the position each individual hellich  an informal record of their progress up the ladttebe seen
LYV DOzZD\V GDWHG )LJIJXUH ¢ JXUGH MteDRGeladsOwbiking their way through taeks.
8). This hierarchy dominated every aspect of thieés.  For example, at Burdale Wold in 1912, Herbert Watso
Beginning with the ‘Boss’ (the farmer or hind: a positon LV p:DJY *LOHYV DQG *LOHV DWIXUH
to which ambitious men aspired), the next lineestahe Wharram Percy, he was ‘Boss’ (Figure 6.5a). However, a
name of the ‘Wag(g)’ or ‘Waggoner’, whose duties on thesecond hierarchy at Wharram Percy dated 1925 stgyges
farm included the onerous and physically demanding task complete change of staff at this farm, presumafibr
of being able to ‘stack, thack and carry barley’ at threshinthe hirings, since none of the names are identical. Perhaps
times (Caunce 1991a). Waggoner was the coveted positithis radical shift occasioned the commissioning ofew
amongst the horselads, since he organised the mgprki hierarchy, written adjacent, on the same wall (Fégui5b).
schedule, had the pick of the horse-teams and equipmefitie hierarchies are invariably in a single, goodda
led the men to and from the farm, and set-off plong (in~ possibly the most senior horselad present.
the ‘fox hunting style: a peculiarity of the Wolds, Caunce
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6.5a Hierarchy (Wharram Percy 1925a).

The Broader Farm Community Finally, one of the Burdale Wold hierarchies datind 925
also seems to include several female names, one with the
At both Burdale Wold and Wharram Percy, there arditle ‘lass wold’. They are inscribeat the end of the list and
RFFDVLRQDO H[SDQVLRQV RI| MJKHMsOM AL of fhe meih 2R 2OfHn afiekddht or later
1925 hierarchy lists ‘Shepherd’ as well as two ‘dal  addition, but in the same hand.
[Labourers?], and underneath them, ‘Tomy Out’ (see
Figure 6.5a). ‘Tommy Owt’/’'Out’ was an odd-job man, Gender and Space: Cartoons and Rhymes
ZKR JHQHUDOO\ ZRUNHG ZLWKLWKH KRUVHV EXW DOVR ¢(OOHG
for sick or incapacitated stockmen and labouressvehere  Whether the ‘wold lasses’ ever set foot in thesacep
on the farm. Meanwhile, the second 1925 Wharram Perajuring this time is debatable. Much of the resto#
hierarchy includes both ‘2 Shepherd’, and ‘3 Sheghe JUDI¢;WL ERWK WH[WXDO DQG DOBSKLF
as well as ‘Shepyad’ [Sheeplad?]: suggesting alaimi spaces, with a strong oral culture of swearing ek as
pecking order was being expressed to the horseladssatological and sexually explicit rhymes, ditéesl songs.
hierarchy (Figure 6.5b). In addition, ‘Beastmanlisted  These verses were inscribed on the walls presunfiaibifze
right at the bottom. In an adjacent room to tlis,iames of entertainment of other horselads. Perhaps unsingiyis
three ‘Beastmen’ were listed above a window hatch, datetV KLV NLQG RI1 JUDI{WL LV RDEBDQ IRXC
1929, and underneath, the name of a solitary ‘Dairymanfrom windows and doors: presumably hidden behin#sa
This may suggest that these stockmen had their owsf corn or equipment (Giles and Giles 2007). Thisnaple
particular area to socialise or shelter in, at thise. A from Foxhouse was similarly found on the back wall:
close relationship between these men and the animals with

which they worked is suggested by affectionaterpist Here’s health to those that drink whisky, Here's
at many of the sites. Horses in harness at Wharram Percy, health to those that drink wine, Here’s health to the
sheep, doves and a goose or duck at Burdale Waddya SUHWWLHVW ODG\ KR ¢([HG XS KHU E

different dogs at Foxhouse, are all drawn in aftectte
VLOKRXHWWH +RZHYHU ZH KBRIY BTAériymé/\Rasovidudly <6 &I koW tRa€all that was
cow or bull. QHHGHG %XUGDOH :ROG ZDV WHKHLHWW
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6.5b Hierarchy (Wharram Percy 1925b).

of suggestive dots! There are a few silhouettes of women, you're going to have a feel, and a feeling that you
including one with a beaded necklace at BurdaledWumlit feel for ever more.

other portraits (such as the ‘bearded lady’ nanhgdia

'XURVHY DW )R[KRXVH DUH UDW K Hd edr@iamiti\sleng thesé lireeD wald foDnilkbnBh@ Back
sex were clearly topics of conversation and humour, as thveall at Burdale Wold. As we have previously arguiéd,

following poem from Wharram Percy suggests: is not surprising that a community composed of ypun
unmarried men, with restricted access to the opposite sex,
Love is a feeling, a very funny feeling, a feetimat were preoccupied with these matters. Some of the images
you've never felt before, a feeling that you fedlen are clearly pornographic, showing female genitalia

couples engaged in sex. Their inscription may Hsaen
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accompanied by much bragging and banter. Howeweh, s

images would also have had an important didactic role, in

introducing the youngest lads to the ‘facts of [{fgiles

DQG *LOHV ¢IXUH $V WXE®R WKHVH ZHUH URRP

which important - if informal - rites of passage took place,

DQG WKHVH PHQ PD\ KDYH UHAHFWHG VRPHZKDW IRQGO\ RU
humorously on these salacious images, in later life!

War-time Disruption

The impact of the First and Second World Wars upon
these communities was considerable. During the éorm

a large number of horselads signed up for the ‘Waggoners
Reserves’ with Colonel Mark Sykes of Sledmere (Caunce
1991a: 206), and lost either their lives or livelids, for
most of the horses that went out as sturdy cartietse
front lines, never returned (Howorth 2002). Theealze

of men during both wars meant that occasional labour was
drafted in from the local barracks, and this magiax the
presence of ‘Sgt. Carf"f.ancers’ at Foxhouse. At Burdale
Wold, someone has inscribed the place-name of ‘Blifm
Sound’, which may again indicate a war-time connection.
The curious comment ‘Coldstreams for Derby 198%the
same farm may indicate an ongoing military connection -
perhaps familial - during peace-time.

During both wars, these otherwise exclusively nspigces
would have been frequented by women. At Foxhouse, the
names of ‘Edna Scott, Iris Faulknor Womens Land Army’,
are accompanied by two heartfelt comments: ‘Threshi
no good. Rain very good’ and ‘East, West, Homes'Bes
(Giles and Giles 2007: 352, 354). Whilst Land Army girls
were not universally welcomed onto the farms (Hatvor
2002: 87), one of them certainly made a fond imngpoegsas DV ZHOO DV D uVPRNLQJ 7RP P UG HYIOLH
someone has later scribbled next to it: ‘Anyonevkiimina  sergeant’ with baton. There is also an affectionate portrait
Scott & Where is she now? Where does she come fron@? a soldier with epaulettes, high up on the wall at Burdale
Write answer in square7 KLV JUDI¢,WL QRW R QROQ GV HSOMO MR KWRIXIRIXKAR ZHY HU WNHKUHLWQH LV
how these communities were being transformed by large RUWUDLW RI D p6JW ODMRUVWMKPIXD H .
historical events, but also that it was an intéevaanedium. WHHWK DQG ADUHG QRVWUIDGV SXKRR L
Writers expected others to comment on or add to thebased on the four circular medals and one crossisarhest
scribbles, and they anticipated re-reading itlatex date. In *LOHV DQG *LOHYV ¢JIJXUH ZKLFK
this case, there must have also been some excitetttie  These were the spaces in which men who had semtbé i
hope of rekindling a connection with the past. &héval of  army worked out their anger, in response to the events that
women into the farm workforce may have occasiomeges had affected them.
self-censorship amongst the remaining horselads, as many
of the most explicit depictions of women have sthiatl  In stark contrast, there are few indications of antagonism
dents and pitting around the sensitive areas ointlage ~ between individuals on the farm: tensions betw&emt
(Giles and Giles 2007). tended to be sorted out in person at the hiring faiher

than on the farm (Caunce 1991a). As they were only paid
When the men did return from service, mechanisation waat the year-end, immediately before the new hiring fair, it
beginning to reduce the number of skilled horselads on ttie also unlikely that the horselads men would jedise
farm. Perhaps this is why so many of the hierarchies datbeir annual income by being disrespectful to tluesS
between 1914 and 1940: since this was the periathich ~ or Waggoner. We might expect to see growing class-
the system was most under threat. In additiontrétitional ~ consciousness beginning to affect these communities
ranking system had broken down at the Front, wh#ére during the twentieth century (Moses 1999): in fabg
men were ‘waggoners’ and wore the same uniform. Sucbnly evidence for this comes from Wharram Percy, where
JUDI{WL KHOSHG UH LQVWLWXW L e Byathol of ansickie &nid HhahDrigiK folldvedrig te D F N
on the farm (Giles and Giles 2007). Of course, these meatate ‘20-10-25’ and title: ‘The Soviet Governmerit o
brought back memories with them. At Towthorpe there i$Vharram Percy’. Whilst this may be the humorouskwor
D FDUYLQJ RI ZKDW DSSHDUV WR Bffa dzgivbtledenplpyea(clode @ @&k endl ¢f thériywar’'s
as well as a tank. There is a ‘jug-eared’ Kaisétaathouse, service and waiting for their annual pay) it magigate that

6.6 ‘'Smoking Tommy’ (Foxhouse).
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6.8a A full wagon.

6.7 Coat-and-hat gentlemen: Lord Middleton? (Foxhouse).

some farm workers were developing more radical political
views. One poem that is repeated twice at Burdalkel\§ a
more generic complaint about their lot in life, winireads:
6.8b One pint (Wharram Percy).

If life is a thing that runs on wheels,

Death is a thing that every man feels,

If life was a thing that money could buy, spring, to ‘thrash’ the impressive thatched pikésarn

The rich would live and the poor would die. sheaves. Individual comments refer to this at WArarr

Percy, where ‘R. Boyes’ and ‘Jed Bryer’[?] declared

,Q IDFW WKH RQO\ JUDI¢{WL WKDWhEMhsENRY ‘TiRshitg | kings WRct\W 839'. RAdhErU R |
the Birdsall estate during this time comes from Foxhouse&omment in the same room notes that the" ‘2@ril’
It is a rather respectful depiction of two well-ssed marked the ‘Last thrash’. Just along the wall friivase
JHQWOHPHQ LQ ORQJ EXWWR QH GinscRalioksvis tReGQidall it Getdil@dWlugtrdtiofvihbk G
hat, the other in a bowler), drawn as if conversinga tour  we take to be a threshing-set, dated 1925 (see Figure 6.2).
of the estate (Figure 6.7). (The name ‘Middlet@eis The illustration of this machine is set near a depiction of a
to be inscribed underneath.) The drawing must eitheully-loaded wagon, and underneath it, perhaps its reward:
refer to Godfrey Willoughby, ¥0Baron Middleton, or his a brimming pint mug (Figure 6.8a and 6.8b)!
second son, Michael Willoughby, 1Baron Middleton,
who inherited the estate in 1924, following thettleaf  On the Yorkshire Wolds, the ‘living-in’ system abfiselads
his elder brother in the First World War. He mayédnaeen  and hinds persisted later than other regions. Aesalt,
held in such high esteem due to his own distingadsh post-World War Il agricultural change, especialhet
military career, but oral history suggests he wss deeply introduction of the tractor, radically transforméike
concerned with the welfare of his tenants and frwnkers, make-up of these communities and the work they carried
including the itinerant Wold Rangers (Philip Hoddy, persout (Whetham 1970). Contemporary hierarchies miedck

comm.). the earlier form of the rollcall, with subtle chasg At
Burdale Wold, a 1922 list includes a single ‘Trativer,
Mechanisation who is placed after the shepherd: perhaps denoting a lack

of respect for this new machine. However, a fadiriga
Although the basic source of power on the farms was thigierarchy from Wharram Percy, dated 1941, listsgia
horse, machinery increasingly began to affect thay- ‘Third’ and ‘Tomy Out’, followed by a ranked hiedy
to-day lives. Notably, steam-powered threshing sets wesf three ‘Tractor Driver’ names, then ‘Beast man’, ‘Cowy’
moved from farm to farm, from autumn through to theDQG p6KHHSHUGY >VLF@ *LOHVHDQG *L(
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tractor drivers appear to have risen in status, and are sefgs well as their fond illustrations of animals and women,
as closely allied to the remaining horselads, Witir own there are occasional drawings of features in thr@soding
internal pecking order, even though they may have shardéahdscape. At Foxhouse, there is a depiction dairi§49,
a machine. of the early stone-faced building attached to thely'as it
was’. The drawing of this building (which may have been
Interestingly, the overall number of employees in this lasa folly, viewpoint or dining house, Stamper, pers.comm.)
list looks similar to earlier periods, even if their roles hads later nick-named ‘The Monkey House’, perhapgdiiig
changed. However, oral histories from the region indicatéhe goings-on that took place there by this datedré& is
that many lamented the severing of relationshipvbeh  also a very large but crude drawing of a barn. At Burdale
man and beast (see Day 1985). Whetham even sugge¥isld, there is a small cartoon of a bicycle: areasal
WKDW VRPH RI WKH ¢ UVW \PW FOW whbBel ofwdddpdriidiRHesaNdlihgH®n, WHreh Rribtbiem
relationship between horselad and horse (1978: B06) to socialise at week-ends (cf. Reffold 1984, Beckeft0).
notes that there was considerable doubt about thigsoé  An interest in modes of transport is also suggested by the

these new machines well into the 1930s (ibid: 207). lovingly detailed typology of air transport, atghsame
site (see Figure 6.3). An airship (the R33, built at Barlow,
Games, Play and Changes on the Farm North Yorkshire in 1918) and possible zeppelin, a biplane

and early jet, were drawn in pencil, in three-disienal
7KH ¢QDO DVSHFW RI WKH JUDI ¢ W detZllHTHe IRGXhad/d&stiGrig WEaX do vhelct@ iriBakGH V
evidence for games. At Towthorpe, ‘Merrills’ boards havepossible that this draughtsman saw its pilotless launch of a
been inscribed onto the lid of a meal-bin as wellba  Sopwith Camel, over the North Yorkshire Moors in 1920.
adjacent windowsill, within the tack-room and s&afiles  Since the earliest jets date from the mid-1940s, however
DQG *LOHV ¢IJXUH 7KLV SR $his@moldgyniayds@h&®bésd hadétl on Didstratseen
also known as ‘Fox and Geese’, and a similar gaareed  in books, newspaper pull-outs or tobacco/tea-packet cards.
onto a piece of limestone, was found in a medievalestnt
DW :KDUUDP 3HUF\ +D\(HOG SHWMeHRREPillustra@ons mMQwde Dosms allude tacim
Wharram Percy, several ‘noughts and crosses’ games hayeunger occupants of these spaces. At Burdale Wold,
been deeply incised into the plaster, but these lbeagt  ‘Liverpool FC’ is inscribed on one wall, near small
relatively late addition, as they overlie the majority of thecartoons of cowboys. From the 1950s onwards, the farms
ZULWWHQ JUDI¢;WL 2QH SLHEUHVRWEKPUEWEIY OdRUpied/iy la\sinigl: taPmer and hisilia
in pencil, suggests that by the 1920s, childrerevedso  and additional labourers were housed elsewhere. It was at
frequenting these spaces; this point that the granaries and stables becameride

play-spaces for children, who in turn, read andealda

GENERAL WATSON WKH JUDI¢{¢WL RI D SUHYLRXVKBIYHH 7KH
spaces their own, or made new ones: at Wharrany,Herc
CAPTURED TUNNEL TOP example, a small ‘kip’ underneath the room in whicé
JUDI¢WL ZDV IRXQG LV OLQHG ZLWK SU
APRIL 6'1921. According to the present tenant, these are the work of the
Midgley brothers, who socialised in this room agid their
GENERAL J WATSON own mark on its walls (Philip Hoddy, pers.comm
SURRENDERED TUNNEL Conclusion: Constructing and Disrupting

Communities
TOP AFTER HOURS BOMBARDING

,Q WKH SDSHU ZH KDYH DUJXHG WKDW

AND WAS AWARDED THE a performative act, often created in front of adience,

DQG GHVLIQHG WR GUDZ SHRHQB LQW

V.C. adding to it, later on. We have analysed the charac

ORFDWLRQ DQG FRQWHQW RI JUDI{¢WL L

OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE twentieth century agricultural buildings on the Ksiire
Wolds, and considered the motivations behind it. We

THEY FADE AWAY. KDYH VXJJHVWHG WKDW WKHIPDNHQJ R

means by which a distinctive community — the hadsl|

Richard Henry Harland. + FUHDWHG DQG UHDI(UPHGWIEKRDRU LC

of frustration, desire, wit, skill, anger and pridbese
The ‘war game’ to which this record refers, toolqd  carvings and inscriptions give us an unparallefesight
around the open-end of the air-shaft from the Multo into the concerns of a group all too often marginalised in

'ULI¢HOG UDLOZD\ D ODUJH PRXNKEG VINR WKH & @G FRRIXWWN WH KRXEVDOVI

to Wharram Percy, known as ‘Tunnel Top’. It would haveand individuals who entered the same buildings, and
made an excellent vantage point on which to playgk added their own names, marks and thoughts to thaks

of the castle’ but it is interesting that the galnas been Whether these were the beastmen and shepherds who
phrased within the idiom of a military victory and loss.  worked alongside the horselads, the army recruits or Land
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Army girls of war-time, the tractor drivers of the post-war SubversionLondon: Council for British Archaeology.
HUD RU WKH FKLOGUHQ RWWHKHUV 1 Qanbgioky P (OB%PpW Sbbi¢tiesHRErkiiemb&rambridge:

— and the responses and erasures that followed — embodyCambridge University Press.

the many transformations that the community underwenDay, H.L. 1985When Horses Were Supreme: The Age of
*UDI¢WL ZDV WKHUHIRUH XV N GER\D®RIVA WatkinQ MorseBavetIBy HDtion[Press.

colourful means of self-expression, through whiatdmitites  Dewey, P. 2000. Farm Labour. In E.J.T Collins (ed.)
were performed, contested and re-negotiated, ieya k  The Agrarian History of England and Wales Vol VI,

period of socio-economic and agricultural change. 1850-1914, Part,1810-862. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.
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SiGNs oF THE TIMES:
NINETEENTH — TWENTIETH CENTURY GRAFFITI IN THE FARMS OF THE YORKSHIRE
WoLbDs

Katherine Giles and Melanie Giles

Introduction and rabbit warrens (Harris 1960; Waites 1971). Colluvial
activity has enriched the bases of valleys and slope-sides,

7KLY SDSHU LV FRQFHUQHG E2XAMOKG Ldgdafipg\ereas RotQBitddGoridnbliFscale aralifvation,

on the Yorkshire Wolds, dating between the latet@anth  around nucleated settlements (Harris 1961). Howénan

and late twentieth centuries. It uses an archaembg the eighteenth century onwards, pressure to ‘improve’ the

approach to explore the social and performative nature ¢dnd and intensify both arable cultivation and the stocking

these inscriptions, to analyse their content amdastier,and DQG IHHGLQJ RI FDWWOH +D\RWOG

to consider the communities responsible for their creatiordescribed locally as a ‘rage of ploughing’ (Hart96:

We argue that this was a vital medium of expres&on see Giles and Giles 2007 for a brief consideratibtie

a particular group of farm-workers — the horseladsd different historical factors involved in this trdosmation).

was part of the way in which they negotiated tiséatus  Such a shift was hindered by the need to marl and fertilise

and identity during a period of great social uplaa@nd the thin, chalk soils to grow crops successfulywall

agricultural change (Giles and Giles 2007). Wead#u as provide additional surface water for stock. Thtter

the making of these marks within the horselads’ seasonaspect was redressed by the introduction of dewp(Beist

rhythms of labour and broader patterns of inhaibitat +DUULV +D\(HOG DQG 9WMWREXJIK

Finally, we explore spatial and stratigraphic relationship&Vagner 1995). Meanwhile, the increase in arabliévetiion

DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK JUDI ¢ WH QD Q H RvxsShveriagEdOtéugls BitheH the lekpllddion of egistin

within these communities, and analyse how they changddrms or the creation of new ones in more isolaiegs,

over time. HITHFWLYHO\ WR DFW DV pPDQXUH IDFW
central fold-yard acted as a repository for manutbeyad

The Farming Landscape: From the Nineteenth - from both over-wintered cattle and the horse-testaisled

Twentieth Centuries around the yard, who were needed for ploughing (Caunce

1991a). Following the winter, the cattle were tumait
The case study with which we are concerned congfsts on the land, and the resulting mix of rotted maramd
a series of farms located on the ‘High Wolds’, dtilang EHGGLQJ FRXOG EH VSUHDG DRURVV V
the borders of East and North Yorkshire. The laapgec 1985). Towards the end of the nineteenth century, this was
LV GH;QHG E\ DQ HOHYDWHGKUUBMXSBOHRRBQWHGWKRHD YMUIN¥LDO RU ERX
Wolds — which rises on the River Humber, curvingin underlying viability of the farm rested on this esvable
north-easterly direction, to outcrop at Flamborough Headesource.
(Kent 1980). In the north-west corner of this chalk massif,
WKH ODQGVFDSH LV FKDUDFWH U L UdGecEss #Add WsteR @ @n B¥fatding f&rinivigickhityW H G
by steep dry valleys or dales (Foster 1987). Itsheon  needed to manage this system. Many farmers wet@tie
HGJH LV GH¢{QHG E\ D VWHH SV U E Bddaé®cHaGrddmens Witk @éjor\dris Or Bs@ateegrsuch
which overlooks the parish and estate of Birdshié as Birdsall or Sledmere. Tenant farmers, known locally as
centre of our case study area. As the chalk dipslalts  ‘hinds’, increasingly took over the day-to-day mgement
DQG ADWWHQV WRZDUGV W KH{ HIQMWGEhENaK asWiRIBR kspDrisikiltyLfof tieRakis under
(Leatham, cited in Woodward 1985: 34), with shalowWKHLU VXSHUYLVLRQ +D\¢(HOGV 2
valleys or ‘slacks’ cut by seasonally-active streams knowoommunity consisted of a shepherd, a stockman (know as
as ‘Gypseys’ (Bevan 1999). To the north, the Walds  the ‘beastman’ or ‘bullocky’) and the ‘*horselads’: a group
GH¢{QHG E\ WKH 9DOH RI 3L F8MHWHbLYydungihBn Widddred Rraid iorkéd kvith the Shind
of Holderness; and to the west, the Vale of Yorkede Clydesdale teams of horses, used for ploughintingeaind
YDOHV DUH ADWWHU DQG ZHWWHQU¢AZliAY (BravR (091 KTauweR1991H)VinRididition, there
drainage, from the late medieval period onwardsit(Cawould normally be at least one female servant to assist the
1987; Van der Noort and Ellis 1995). farmer or hind’s wife in the carrying out of doniestuties.
Seasonally, this community might be swelled by il
The soils of the Wolds are thin, light and loangcasionally  labour for the harvest, including both Irish migraworkers
RYHUODLQ E\ SDWFKHV RI FQDR\Q Z@aenby\ 1048 \PeiRic GO7id)aBd the (068 itinetramps
and small streams (Furness and King 1978; Elli0199 and vagrants, known as ‘Wold Rangers’ (Antrim 1981).
In the historic period, they were used for sheegiypa

47



Katherine Giles and Melanie Giles

The status of these different groups was structured by, amélsearch potential. A second phase consisted of creating a
UHAHFWHG LQ WKH DFFRPPRBRWH&pld thoiblraphic nAcKrdl bf fhie buidikgs, arterior

(Giles and Giles 2007). A main farmhouse, or (m¢hseof SDQHOV RI JUDI¢WL DV ZHGQVDR QWVKIH
a larger estate), a separate ‘Hind House’, was occupied Ipassages of text, to evaluate their interpretative potential.

the farmer and his immediate family, as well as the femal€he third phase of the project, begun in 2006, has initiated
domestic servants (as for example, at Vessey Rastura systematic recording methodology at four levels:
+D\¢HOG $ GRUPLWRU\ URRP KRXVHG WKH KRUVHODG

whilst adjacent cottages or caravans might be provided f&r. 5SHAHFWRUOHVY (OHFWURQLF 'LVWDQ
WKH EHDVWPHQ DQG VKHSKHUGYV + blilgirg® &e being usedrt® piadiucel 4¢dded grolarsp

within the farm complex, a small warming room wéh DQG HOHYDWLRQV LQ ZKLFKHE®DQE&OV
grate, or kitchen with a range, was provided fer ithen relation to architectural details such as doorwatgsrs

to sit in at night, referred to as a ‘slum’ or ipk(Neave and windows.

1971; Caunce 1991a: 163). As we have argued elsewhefe, A full photographic record (in both colour and {ac

aspects of age, status and gender were carefully controlled and-white) is made of the buildings, as well as internal

by restricted access to areas such as the fenratenss and external details. Each wall panel is photographed,
accommodation, and the use of separate entrandes (G HQKDQFHG E\ FORVH XSV RI IDJQGAYLGX
and Giles 2007). This was important, since the élads texts, comprising an illustrative catalogue.

lived closely alongside the farmer’s family, andreve 3. Elevations of each wall panel, at a scale of Ipt@vide
‘meated in’ for the year, following the Martinmas hirings  the context for individual photographs, and prowide
(November 23): fed by the hind or farmer’s wife, often full transcription of text and images.
eating at the same table (Caunce 1991a). 4. $ ¢QDO OHYHO Rl UHFRUGLQJ LV UH
passages of text and images: selective tracings of these
Whilst agricultural production was indeed incregsed are made using acetate overlays, to capture defails
concern was expressed about the impact of thisrsyspon style and hand.
the land. From the eighteenth century onwards, continual
improvements were tried in the form of drainagesp  As we have previously argued, since this recording system
ploughing and the addition of new types of feréifizaswell UHTXLUHV LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ LQ WKH ¢
as crop rotation (Young 1770; Marshall 1788; Steokl  important relationships between groups of imaggsewres
1812). Inevitably, broader historical events and processes text, which can be targeted for enhanced rengr@ibiles
also took their toll. The Agricultural Depressiohtbe  and Giles 2007). All of the examples discussed Wwelo
1880s, two World Wars, and the advent of mechanisatiomlerive from these four locations. However, once recording
all wrought great transformations in the demandslena at these sites is complete, it is our intentioidémtify other
upon farmers, as well as the technology and wockfor examples within the estate, and the region more generally.
they used to accomplish it (Day 1985; Howorth 2002)
7KH GLVFXVVLRQ EHORZ ZLOO WU ReéaURs: Vacliohtamd iChdrddietisatibh ZLWKLQ WKH
context of these historical changes, to understand how the
practice of wall writing was negotiated and reproduced athe four case studies analysed so far differ subtly in terms
the local level. RI ORFDWLRQ DQG FKDUDFWHUUBW WR.Z W
is incised with a knife blade and is restricted tack room
The overall impact of such change has been to rendéor horse-gear) and stable-block, within the yard opposite
many farm buildings redundant, as the communitieghe main farmhouse. At Burdale Wold and Foxhousacip
have dwindled to a single family or individual ttaw JUDI¢;WL LV IRXQG RQ WKH Z2D@®mO\G RI ¢
GULYHU +D\¢HOG , QV W | biotM\bZthEQe\WWWIdingk\akd séper&de from the iaich and
rapid changes in agricultural policy and subsidyd a farm house (respectively). Meanwhile, at Wharram Percy,
WKH GHPDQGVY RI GLYHUVL,FRODWKBRQRDY s URZWYKKHDIPDWHHREWRPRFBRMHS L C
farming economy of the region. As a result, mosthef D ZDJRQ VKHG DQG D ¢UVW ARRVDRID QD!
VWUXFWXUHY LQ ZKLFK ZH KDYH O®I&MwmkaHde), hgdnl lpdtted @ Bhdrt HistarRaérfth® J
ruins: whilst some have been converted or pillafpgd farmhouse.
materials, others have been demolished to avoigetarof
XQVWDEOH PDVRQU\ *LOHV DQDI & WaildtWlue pencil ®ioQakhs favikdidn the waliééharram
is commonly found inscribed onto white plaster wiathese Percy, red and blue have been used at Burdale Wold. Most
are especially vulnerable to damp, moss and mould. There | WKH JUDI{ WL KRZHYHU BWYW@RIDX QQQ
is thus an archaeological imperative to recordrtragerial, —addition to the sharp, knife-blade incisions at Towthorpe,
EHIRUH ERWK JUDI,{WL DQG EXL O Ghegelare @lsovdeepSiddordtie REr&chés \drid @rtbbe
defacing dents in the plaster at a number of looati
Methodology and Case Studies suggesting the rare use of a blunter tool or edge.

7KH ¢UVW VWDJH RI ¢ HOGZRUN F RIQ etmsVeH & akkon,DvhaHtBedd- vedeYstudieX bawéel \

of buildings on the Birdsall estate in order tontify initial FRPPRQ LV WKDW JUDI¢WL LVGFOXVW |
case studies. The farms of Foxhouse, Wharram Perayjndows, or hatched openings around pulleys: where
%XUGDOH :ROG DQG 7RZWKR U SKILZ KsHdKs Wwerel I&d liry drctold uf tédbALNQ. Jt ssggéhat
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6.1 ‘This was the waterline on the stooks’ (Foxhouse).

WKH JUDI¢WL PDNHUV ZHUH KWOWRWLQW LDDE® W RH DPDRIGE QILBI &RPPXQLW
ZRUN LQ $ QRWDEOH H[FHSWLBQHWR WKLV LV WKH JUDI{WL
in darker recesses at the backs of barns, whichhraag  Working in and around deserted buildings, archaeologists
been meant for more restricted viewing (see below). TUHTXHQWO\ HQFRXQWHU JWDRIYS WD @ H I
addition, farm-workers may have clustered arourzhsu occupants, but by much more recent users of these
openings, when they were taking breaks from worthimw  structures. Since it is commonly perceived as phd
WKHVH EXLOGLQJV $W :KDUUDPI 3WARNAQ WRIK QRWPEIWILRHIRU p®HYHD QMWIN\ Et
notes that they were ‘mixing seed cowfiilst at Foxhouse, be dismissed as vandalism (Othen-Price 2006): aafac
another mentions they were ‘...ing the Foldyard’ [clearingGHIDFHPHQW WKDW VKRXOG EH HUDVHC
or cleaning?]. In addition, they may have beendhelp  such inscriptions are an integral part of a site’s history, and
in such rooms during periods of rain and snow, aitevi  should at least be recorded if they are to be removed, since
evenings: keeping warm, keeping an eye on the weath one era’s scrawl becomes the next generation’sasrit
and watching comings-and-goings on the farm. WHVWLPRQ\ RI pXQKHDUGY YRQBHV 7]
couples, underage drinkers, drug-users, tag-artists, pagans
At Foxhouse in particular, individual comments sopp  and tourists have equally important stories to(sele Blain
WKH LGHD WKDW JUDI¢{¢WL ZDV Ran WallisP2D03)Hlondgsideth&VskrittbleZ bif inkhates
prevented from working. Comments include: ‘Not eafle  prisons, factory workers and soldiers holed up in trenches
gotten: Pissing Wet time. Been weeks rain’and ‘Threshin QG EXQNHUV DV H[HPSOL¢{HG LQ &RFL
no good. Rain very good’. One small cartoon depacts RZQ FDVH VWXGLHV JUDI¢WL IURP WKH
KDUYHVWHG ¢HOG ZLWK D 0OQQ 6@ Hefrtefuly bbénd Ranyside\wibals Ndet€s e comments
of corn, annotated ‘This was the waterline on the stookdirom the last few decades. For the reasons given above, all
(Figure 6.1). Support for this interpretation comes from anscriptive marks have been accorded equal importance in
biography of John Clare, which quotes from his boyhooaur recording, regardless of date
reminiscences of visiting an isolated ‘heath houkat
was ‘disinhabited and in ruins’ (Bate 2003: 54) (Since hed6 FKRODUO\ VWXGLHV Rl JUDLYWL VXS
was born in 1793, this event would date to c. 1800). Locatrategy, since inscriptions were seen somewhfatreiftly
children crept in to examine ‘the walls [that] were riddledin the past, as part of a general ‘writing art’ é\land
all over with names and dates of shepherds and herdsmBuockley 1977, Reisner 1971). At its most basic,hsuc
in their idle hours when they crept under its g@refitom JUDI¢ WL FRQYH\HG WKH PHVKDQH p, ZI
showers in summer and storms in winter’ (in Bate20 the presence of a particular individual or grou icertain
54-55; Paul Stamper, pers.comm.). SODFH DW D VSHFL¢F WLPH )OHPLQJ
Plesch 2002). Studies in this volume and elsewsigggest
‘H KDYH SUHYLRXVO\ DUJXHG WKDW R\DKWH WBMRLDG®L@RI WKB MEHEWIMF GDW
was made by the horselads: the group of young manitials becomes increasingly common from the eighteenth
charged with ploughing, sowing, harvesting andiegrt century onwards. This may relate to growing litgrdout it
on the farms (Giles and Giles 2007). However, ssghper  may also indicate the intention of an author to record their
will make clear, contributions were also made byeot presence there at a key moment — personal or historical. In
individuals like the shepherds and beastmen, who enteredldition, it may indicate an intention to revisit or return to
these buildings whilst storing farm equipment atedling WKH VLWH LQ WKH IXWXUHHERBRRAH HRWKK |
grain, taking shelter from bad weather, or sodraisn the  a material mnemonic and record of time that had passed.
few hours left to them, at the end of the working day.
6RFLRORJLFDO VWXGLHV HP3KWVLAWVHQW K
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be used to covertly express proscribed views ariopg GHULVLRQ WKURXJK WKH ZRUWOND RO UJDXWH
(Gonos et al 1976). Equally it can be used as @ foir  that adding to existing panels of text or imagesefore
resistance: to ‘anonymously’ yet publicly denounce sociainvolved an embodied performance that was risky and
or political hegemony, or question dominant values (Peetaring (cf. Butler 1993), since it could enhance or mar an
1996). Even in these cases, a pseudonymous ‘tag’ may belividual’s standing within this intimate group.
used to denote authorship. Much depends on context: who
sees it, where, and in what circumstances. Indeed, the veilyK H JUDI¢{ WL WKDW VXUYLYH® Q@HIDFL!
FRQWHQW DQG IRUP RI JUDI¢MWQJ IndicRidbhVdfl Qe PalRi€slapdHfeelibgs hRt W& eardgd
to the function of the structures on which it isdribed as legitimate or appropriate, in a continuing psscef
/IDQG\ DQG 6WHHOH *UD | ¢ WslbvEBIdD aid ketdsib i byRidldd geBedations (le@00:
powerful self-referential discourse used to cortdtend  65). The density and frequency of these marks sigge
reproduce identity, especially amongst young marfyan  that either the Hinds turned a blind eye to thiscfice,
or rural communities (MacDonald 2002). However, theor that their control over their employees was vesak
placement of signs and texts can also be used strategicaltysuch spaces. Alternatively, they may have apated
to discomfort, disturb or intimidate an area’s desits, some of its contents, especially if they had worktesir
targeting aspects of identity such as ethnic origin, gendevay up the hierarchy to reach this post, and mhdi t
RU UHOLJLRXV DI¢OLDWLRQ 6WD PR&n mark-oD OtRdd @alls. There is certainly a nt@ab
sense of pleasure and accomplishment in some of the
+RZ GRHV JUDI{WL KHOS FRQVW U XésiyhsE parieubady the swespind: dunkelof thexcheddikes
present and the past? The making of it involves a series ahd ploughs at Foxhouse and Burdale Wold: reiteratively
habitualised gestures that can be read by thosshingt as  cut or drawn, as if attempting the perfect symneatri
evidence of an individual’s identity and skill (d8eurdieu  silhouette (Figure 6.4). Whilst we have argued elsewhere
1977). In terms of our case study of the Yorkski@ds this may indicate frustration at being preventeairfr
farms, it was not simply the literacy and good ‘thesf ~ ploughing or stacking by wet weather (Giles ande&il
the horselads that was under scrutiny, but alsio tie  2007), they may also have been drawn at harvest-tiime
and humour, and the ability to give an idea amusing turn of the agricultural cycle - as a subtle mafpde,
entertaining, graphic form. This went hand-in-havith  achievement or tutelage of the younger lads. Another key
storytelling or musical skills, which were vital amongst adesign that is repeated at most of the sites iddisywheel:
close-knit group whose leisure hours were few,@rthaps comprising six petals enfolded in a circle. Oncahed,
at times, mundane: it was an easy but impressive design to execute, and in its
own way, marked a small rite of passage for youeg m
...Itwas a poor gawk who couldnt knock a tune out  within the group, learning such visual ‘tricks’. Wever,
of a mouth organ or give a song to pass away the according to Easton (1999), the hexafoil daisywlaésd
evening (Kitchen 1983: 59-60). had apotropaeic connotations: representing the sun and its
vitality. Since it was traditionally used to protéwildings,
Alongside physical strength, hardiness, and conmgete especially the home (Easton 1991), it may well have been
with animals and machinery, such social and creaiills  copied by these men who had seen it in local cottages and
ZHUH JUHDWO\ YDOXHG :LWXISX QWhepiED Thig i§ thiedestividg since CohDerton (1989)es
and colourful stereotypes are therefore complemented lthat communities are frequently bound togetherugho
rare attempts at realism, especially in relatioariomals  the sharing of common rituals, expressed in public feasts
(horses, sheep and dogs at Burdale Wold, Foxhause aand celebrations, as well as more intimate, unspoke
:KDUUDP 3HUF\ *LOHV DQG *L O Hndditions. Thed3XkeéyHsymbdQ e pike, the phoagd
vehicles (such as a threshing set at Wharram Percy, Figutee daisywheel — may have been part of a reperafire
6.2, tank at Towthorpe and aircraft typology atdale images that the farm-workers recognised as theim ow
Wold, Figure 6.3). For farm-workers who genera#jt| pictorial shorthand. They may have representecekents
school in their early teens, these scribbles catbeniind  in the arable cycle; stood for values of strenggitjlity
the schoolroom, and familiar gestures of drawing anand protection; or were simply pleasing patterns. But each
writing. The vertical plane of these walls may #fere time they were copied and inscribed anew, the lexise
have brought the school blackboard to mind, bus¢ghe SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ D VPDQU RH® PG R |
boys and men were still improvising with an unfaanil celebrated their contribution to farm-life.
MFDQYDVY DQG QRYHO VXUIDFHV RI OLPHZDVK *UDI¢{¢WL PDNLQJ
was a performance then: often involving bold or enlarged UD 1 ¢ WL &RPPXQLWLHV
gestures, to make it readable. It took vision xecete large
or complex designs, or to position text and image at ey&he Hierarchy of the Horselads
level, to catch the attention of viewers close-ugerEsuch
a mundane activity was fraught with small-scale politics,7 KH HDUOLHVW GDWHG JUDI;GDIOHAHDV P
since the inscription of text always involves ‘augigle  Wold, and is signed: ‘William Cross 1875’ ; thedst, from
about who can get what inscribed’ (Howe 2000: 65). Th&/harram Percy, is signed ‘J.D. ALLAN JULY 1988hese
density of images discussed below indicate thét suerks  two dates frame the period in which the majoritythoe
were subsequently scrutinised closely by one’s peers, anddlUD I ¢, WL ZDV LQVFULEHG +RZHYHU DW
— since they were permanent — were subject to approval of large, sweeping inscriptions in red underlie lder,
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6.2 A possible depiction of a threshing/thrashing set (Wharram Percy).

6.3 An aircraft typology (Burdale Wold).
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6.4 Thatched pikes and ploughs (Towthorpe).

and neater, graphite pencil. The majority of this appears tt991a: 74). It also meant that he was able to \Weshands
be sinuous, looped writing: especially names atiédsa ¢UVW DQG VLW GRZQ DW WKH@WDRWH E't
but there are a few bold pikes, with out-turnedstagnd  the pick of the double bedsteads (which were altesth) in
thatching depicted by criss-cross designs or parallel linethe dormitory (Caunce 1991a: 83-84). Underneathvias
W LV SRVVLEOH WKDW WYXWVWKHJ)TZhRAHM B ‘ThUdy'] hevi LFdwat’ @ FFddrtheX, Fiver’
of horselads but shepherds, who may have usedethe rand so on. Finally, there was the ‘Wag lad’ or sielad’:
‘raddle’ dye from their sheep to make these design®ften a new school-leaver of 13-14 years old, whi@ bhe
Certainly, Burdale Wold is associated with shepherds righirunt of the teasing, corporal punishment and bullying by
through the late nineteenth and early twentiethurgn the older men.
since there are some affectionate portraits offsheswell
DV KRUVHV VHH *LOHV DQG *L OH \Aswe hagelptdviblusly stated, these annually hiredkers
often tried to improve their position by changing farm, to
2QH RI WKH PRVW FRPPRQ SLHFH\gaRlas dizhgeWperidiee § @ossie DIOIO©OmMBY iexpla
the sites except Towthorpe, is a hierarchy: aaall of ZK\ WKH KLHUDUFKLHY ZHUHFDRIKERSXC
names - alongside the position each individual haltlich ~ an informal record of their progress up the ladibebe seen
LV DOZD\V GDWHG )LJIJXUH ¢ JXUG MieDHR1GeladsOwbdiking their way through theks.
8). This hierarchy dominated every aspect of tlesis.  For example, at Burdale Wold in 1912, Herbert Watso
Beginning with the ‘Boss’ (the farmer or hind: a positon LV p:DJY *LOHYV DQG *LOHYV DWIXUH
to which ambitious men aspired), the next lineestdahe Wharram Percy, he was ‘Boss’ (Figure 6.5a). However, a
name of the ‘Wag(g)’ or ‘Waggoner’, whose duties on thesecond hierarchy at Wharram Percy dated 1925 stggges
farm included the onerous and physically demanding task complete change of staff at this farm, presumafibr
of being able to ‘stack, thack and carry barley’ at threshinthe hirings, since none of the names are identical. Perhaps
times (Caunce 1991a). Waggoner was the coveted positidhis radical shift occasioned the commissioning ofew
amongst the horselads, since he organised the mgprki hierarchy, written adjacent, on the same wall (Feghi5b).
schedule, had the pick of the horse-teams and equipmeiitje hierarchies are invariably in a single, goodcha
led the men to and from the farm, and set-off plong (in -~ possibly the most senior horselad present.
the ‘fox hunting style: a peculiarity of the Wolds, Caunce
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6.5a Hierarchy (Wharram Percy 1925a).

The Broader Farm Community Finally, one of the Burdale Wold hierarchies datind 925
also seems to include several female names, one with the
At both Burdale Wold and Wharram Percy, there arditle ‘lass wold’. They are inscribeat the end of the list and
RFFDVLRQDO H[SDQVLRQV RI| MJKHMsOM AL of fhe meih 2R 2OfHn afiekddht or later
1925 hierarchy lists ‘Shepherd’ as well as two ‘dal  addition, but in the same hand.
[Labourers?], and underneath them, ‘Tomy Out’ (see
Figure 6.5a). ‘Tommy Owt’/’'Out’ was an odd-job man, Gender and Space: Cartoons and Rhymes
ZKR JHQHUDOO\ ZRUNHG ZLWKLWKH KRUVHV EXW DOVR ¢(OOHG
for sick or incapacitated stockmen and labouressvehere  Whether the ‘wold lasses’ ever set foot in thesacep
on the farm. Meanwhile, the second 1925 Wharram Perajuring this time is debatable. Much of the resto#
hierarchy includes both ‘2 Shepherd’, and ‘3 Sheghe JUDI¢;WL ERWK WH[WXDO DQG DOBSKLF
as well as ‘Shepyad’ [Sheeplad?]: suggesting alaimi spaces, with a strong oral culture of swearing ek as
pecking order was being expressed to the horseladssatological and sexually explicit rhymes, ditéesl songs.
hierarchy (Figure 6.5b). In addition, ‘Beastmanlisted  These verses were inscribed on the walls presunfiaibifze
right at the bottom. In an adjacent room to tlis,iames of entertainment of other horselads. Perhaps unsingiyis
three ‘Beastmen’ were listed above a window hatch, datetV KLV NLQG RI1 JUDI{WL LV RDEBDQ IRXC
1929, and underneath, the name of a solitary ‘Dairymanfrom windows and doors: presumably hidden behin#sa
This may suggest that these stockmen had their owsf corn or equipment (Giles and Giles 2007). Thisnaple
particular area to socialise or shelter in, at thise. A from Foxhouse was similarly found on the back wall:
close relationship between these men and the animals with

which they worked is suggested by affectionaterpist Here’s health to those that drink whisky, Here's
at many of the sites. Horses in harness at Wharram Percy, health to those that drink wine, Here’s health to the
sheep, doves and a goose or duck at Burdale Waddya SUHWWLHVW ODG\ KR ¢([HG XS KHU E

different dogs at Foxhouse, are all drawn in aftectte
VLOKRXHWWH +RZHYHU ZH KBRIY BTAériymé/\Rasovidudly <6 &I koW tRa€all that was
cow or bull. QHHGHG %XUGDOH :ROG ZDV WHKHLHWW
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6.5b Hierarchy (Wharram Percy 1925b).

of suggestive dots! There are a few silhouettes of women, you're going to have a feel, and a feeling that you
including one with a beaded necklace at BurdaledWumlit feel for ever more.

other portraits (such as the ‘bearded lady’ nanhgdia

'XURVHY DW )R[KRXVH DUH UDW K Hd edr@iamiti\sleng thesé lireeD wald foDnilkbnBh@ Back
sex were clearly topics of conversation and humour, as thveall at Burdale Wold. As we have previously arguiéd,

following poem from Wharram Percy suggests: is not surprising that a community composed of ypun
unmarried men, with restricted access to the opposite sex,
Love is a feeling, a very funny feeling, a feetimat were preoccupied with these matters. Some of the images
you've never felt before, a feeling that you fedlen are clearly pornographic, showing female genitalia

couples engaged in sex. Their inscription may Hsaen
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accompanied by much bragging and banter. Howeweh, s

images would also have had an important didactic role, in

introducing the youngest lads to the ‘facts of [{fgiles

DQG *LOHV ¢IXUH $V WXE®R WKHVH ZHUH URRP

which important - if informal - rites of passage took place,

DQG WKHVH PHQ PD\ KDYH UHAHFWHG VRPHZKDW IRQGO\ RU
humorously on these salacious images, in later life!

War-time Disruption

The impact of the First and Second World Wars upon
these communities was considerable. During the éorm

a large number of horselads signed up for the ‘Waggoners
Reserves’ with Colonel Mark Sykes of Sledmere (Caunce
1991a: 206), and lost either their lives or livelids, for
most of the horses that went out as sturdy cartietse
front lines, never returned (Howorth 2002). Theealze

of men during both wars meant that occasional labour was
drafted in from the local barracks, and this magiax the
presence of ‘Sgt. Carf"f.ancers’ at Foxhouse. At Burdale
Wold, someone has inscribed the place-name of ‘Blifm
Sound’, which may again indicate a war-time connection.
The curious comment ‘Coldstreams for Derby 198%the
same farm may indicate an ongoing military connection -
perhaps familial - during peace-time.

During both wars, these otherwise exclusively nspigces
would have been frequented by women. At Foxhouse, the
names of ‘Edna Scott, Iris Faulknor Womens Land Army’,
are accompanied by two heartfelt comments: ‘Threshi
no good. Rain very good’ and ‘East, West, Homes'Bes
(Giles and Giles 2007: 352, 354). Whilst Land Army girls
were not universally welcomed onto the farms (Hatvor
2002: 87), one of them certainly made a fond imngpoegsas DV ZHOO DV D uVPRNLQJ 7RP P UG HYIOLH
someone has later scribbled next to it: ‘Anyonevkiimina  sergeant’ with baton. There is also an affectionate portrait
Scott & Where is she now? Where does she come fron@? a soldier with epaulettes, high up on the wall at Burdale
Write answer in square7 KLV JUDI¢,WL QRW R QROQ GV HSOMO MR KWRIXIRIXKAR ZHY HU WNHKUHLWQH LV
how these communities were being transformed by large RUWUDLW RI D p6JW ODMRUVWMKPIXD H .
historical events, but also that it was an intéevaanedium. WHHWK DQG ADUHG QRVWUIDGV SXKRR L
Writers expected others to comment on or add to thebased on the four circular medals and one crossisarhest
scribbles, and they anticipated re-reading itlatex date. In *LOHV DQG *LOHYV ¢JIJXUH ZKLFK
this case, there must have also been some excitetttie  These were the spaces in which men who had semtbé i
hope of rekindling a connection with the past. &héval of  army worked out their anger, in response to the events that
women into the farm workforce may have occasiomeges had affected them.
self-censorship amongst the remaining horselads, as many
of the most explicit depictions of women have sthiatl  In stark contrast, there are few indications of antagonism
dents and pitting around the sensitive areas ointlage ~ between individuals on the farm: tensions betw&emt
(Giles and Giles 2007). tended to be sorted out in person at the hiring faiher

than on the farm (Caunce 1991a). As they were only paid
When the men did return from service, mechanisation waat the year-end, immediately before the new hiring fair, it
beginning to reduce the number of skilled horselads on ttie also unlikely that the horselads men would jedise
farm. Perhaps this is why so many of the hierarchies datbeir annual income by being disrespectful to tluesS
between 1914 and 1940: since this was the periathich ~ or Waggoner. We might expect to see growing class-
the system was most under threat. In additiontrétitional ~ consciousness beginning to affect these communities
ranking system had broken down at the Front, wh#ére during the twentieth century (Moses 1999): in fabg
men were ‘waggoners’ and wore the same uniform. Sucbnly evidence for this comes from Wharram Percy, where
JUDI{WL KHOSHG UH LQVWLWXW L e Byathol of ansickie &nid HhahDrigiK folldvedrig te D F N
on the farm (Giles and Giles 2007). Of course, these meatate ‘20-10-25’ and title: ‘The Soviet Governmerit o
brought back memories with them. At Towthorpe there i$Vharram Percy’. Whilst this may be the humorouskwor
D FDUYLQJ RI ZKDW DSSHDUV WR Bffa dzgivbtledenplpyea(clode @ @&k endl ¢f thériywar’'s
as well as a tank. There is a ‘jug-eared’ Kaisétaathouse, service and waiting for their annual pay) it magigate that

6.6 ‘'Smoking Tommy’ (Foxhouse).
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6.8a A full wagon.

6.7 Coat-and-hat gentlemen: Lord Middleton? (Foxhouse).

some farm workers were developing more radical political
views. One poem that is repeated twice at Burdalkel\§ a
more generic complaint about their lot in life, winireads:
6.8b One pint (Wharram Percy).

If life is a thing that runs on wheels,

Death is a thing that every man feels,

If life was a thing that money could buy, spring, to ‘thrash’ the impressive thatched pikésarn

The rich would live and the poor would die. sheaves. Individual comments refer to this at WArarr

Percy, where ‘R. Boyes’ and ‘Jed Bryer’[?] declared

,Q IDFW WKH RQO\ JUDI¢{WL WKDWhEMhsENRY ‘TiRshitg | kings WRct\W 839'. RAdhErU R |
the Birdsall estate during this time comes from Foxhouse&omment in the same room notes that the" ‘2@ril’
It is a rather respectful depiction of two well-ssed marked the ‘Last thrash’. Just along the wall friivase
JHQWOHPHQ LQ ORQJ EXWWR QH GinscRalioksvis tReGQidall it Getdil@dWlugtrdtiofvihbk G
hat, the other in a bowler), drawn as if conversinga tour  we take to be a threshing-set, dated 1925 (see Figure 6.2).
of the estate (Figure 6.7). (The name ‘Middlet@eis The illustration of this machine is set near a depiction of a
to be inscribed underneath.) The drawing must eitheully-loaded wagon, and underneath it, perhaps its reward:
refer to Godfrey Willoughby, ¥0Baron Middleton, or his a brimming pint mug (Figure 6.8a and 6.8b)!
second son, Michael Willoughby, 1Baron Middleton,
who inherited the estate in 1924, following thettleaf  On the Yorkshire Wolds, the ‘living-in’ system abfiselads
his elder brother in the First World War. He mayédnaeen  and hinds persisted later than other regions. Aesalt,
held in such high esteem due to his own distingadsh post-World War Il agricultural change, especialhet
military career, but oral history suggests he wss deeply introduction of the tractor, radically transforméike
concerned with the welfare of his tenants and frwnkers, make-up of these communities and the work they carried
including the itinerant Wold Rangers (Philip Hoddy, persout (Whetham 1970). Contemporary hierarchies miedck

comm.). the earlier form of the rollcall, with subtle chasg At
Burdale Wold, a 1922 list includes a single ‘Trativer,
Mechanisation who is placed after the shepherd: perhaps denoting a lack

of respect for this new machine. However, a fadiriga
Although the basic source of power on the farms was thigierarchy from Wharram Percy, dated 1941, listsgia
horse, machinery increasingly began to affect thay- ‘Third’ and ‘Tomy Out’, followed by a ranked hiedy
to-day lives. Notably, steam-powered threshing sets wesf three ‘Tractor Driver’ names, then ‘Beast man’, ‘Cowy’
moved from farm to farm, from autumn through to theDQG p6KHHSHUGY >VLF@ *LOHVHDQG *L(
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tractor drivers appear to have risen in status, and are sefgs well as their fond illustrations of animals and women,
as closely allied to the remaining horselads, Witir own there are occasional drawings of features in thr@soding
internal pecking order, even though they may have shardéahdscape. At Foxhouse, there is a depiction dairi§49,
a machine. of the early stone-faced building attached to thely'as it
was’. The drawing of this building (which may have been
Interestingly, the overall number of employees in this lasa folly, viewpoint or dining house, Stamper, pers.comm.)
list looks similar to earlier periods, even if their roles hads later nick-named ‘The Monkey House’, perhapgdiiig
changed. However, oral histories from the region indicatéhe goings-on that took place there by this datedré& is
that many lamented the severing of relationshipvbeh  also a very large but crude drawing of a barn. At Burdale
man and beast (see Day 1985). Whetham even sugge¥isld, there is a small cartoon of a bicycle: areasal
WKDW VRPH RI WKH ¢ UVW \PW FOW whbBel ofwdddpdriidiRHesaNdlihgH®n, WHreh Rribtbiem
relationship between horselad and horse (1978: B06) to socialise at week-ends (cf. Reffold 1984, Beckeft0).
notes that there was considerable doubt about thigsoé  An interest in modes of transport is also suggested by the

these new machines well into the 1930s (ibid: 207). lovingly detailed typology of air transport, atghsame
site (see Figure 6.3). An airship (the R33, built at Barlow,
Games, Play and Changes on the Farm North Yorkshire in 1918) and possible zeppelin, a biplane

and early jet, were drawn in pencil, in three-disienal
7KH ¢QDO DVSHFW RI WKH JUDI ¢ W detZllHTHe IRGXhad/d&stiGrig WEaX do vhelct@ iriBakGH V
evidence for games. At Towthorpe, ‘Merrills’ boards havepossible that this draughtsman saw its pilotless launch of a
been inscribed onto the lid of a meal-bin as wellba  Sopwith Camel, over the North Yorkshire Moors in 1920.
adjacent windowsill, within the tack-room and s&afiles  Since the earliest jets date from the mid-1940s, however
DQG *LOHV ¢IJXUH 7KLV SR $his@moldgyniayds@h&®bésd hadétl on Didstratseen
also known as ‘Fox and Geese’, and a similar gaareed  in books, newspaper pull-outs or tobacco/tea-packet cards.
onto a piece of limestone, was found in a medievalestnt
DW :KDUUDP 3HUF\ +D\(HOG SHWMeHRREPillustra@ons mMQwde Dosms allude tacim
Wharram Percy, several ‘noughts and crosses’ games hayeunger occupants of these spaces. At Burdale Wold,
been deeply incised into the plaster, but these lbeagt  ‘Liverpool FC’ is inscribed on one wall, near small
relatively late addition, as they overlie the majority of thecartoons of cowboys. From the 1950s onwards, the farms
ZULWWHQ JUDI¢;WL 2QH SLHEUHVRWEKPUEWEIY OdRUpied/iy la\sinigl: taPmer and hisilia
in pencil, suggests that by the 1920s, childrerevedso  and additional labourers were housed elsewhere. It was at
frequenting these spaces; this point that the granaries and stables becameride

play-spaces for children, who in turn, read andealda

GENERAL WATSON WKH JUDI¢{¢WL RI D SUHYLRXVKBIYHH 7KH
spaces their own, or made new ones: at Wharrany,Herc
CAPTURED TUNNEL TOP example, a small ‘kip’ underneath the room in whicé
JUDI¢WL ZDV IRXQG LV OLQHG ZLWK SU
APRIL 6'1921. According to the present tenant, these are the work of the
Midgley brothers, who socialised in this room agid their
GENERAL J WATSON own mark on its walls (Philip Hoddy, pers.comm
SURRENDERED TUNNEL Conclusion: Constructing and Disrupting

Communities
TOP AFTER HOURS BOMBARDING

,Q WKH SDSHU ZH KDYH DUJXHG WKDW

AND WAS AWARDED THE a performative act, often created in front of adience,

DQG GHVLIQHG WR GUDZ SHRHQB LQW

V.C. adding to it, later on. We have analysed the charac

ORFDWLRQ DQG FRQWHQW RI JUDI{¢WL L

OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE twentieth century agricultural buildings on the Ksiire
Wolds, and considered the motivations behind it. We

THEY FADE AWAY. KDYH VXJJHVWHG WKDW WKHIPDNHQJ R

means by which a distinctive community — the hadsl|

Richard Henry Harland. + FUHDWHG DQG UHDI(UPHGWIEKRDRU LC

of frustration, desire, wit, skill, anger and pridbese
The ‘war game’ to which this record refers, toolqd  carvings and inscriptions give us an unparallefesight
around the open-end of the air-shaft from the Multo into the concerns of a group all too often marginalised in

'ULI¢HOG UDLOZD\ D ODUJH PRXNKEG VINR WKH & @G FRRIXWWN WH KRXEVDOVI

to Wharram Percy, known as ‘Tunnel Top’. It would haveand individuals who entered the same buildings, and
made an excellent vantage point on which to playgk added their own names, marks and thoughts to thaks

of the castle’ but it is interesting that the galnas been Whether these were the beastmen and shepherds who
phrased within the idiom of a military victory and loss.  worked alongside the horselads, the army recruits or Land
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Army girls of war-time, the tractor drivers of the post-war SubversionLondon: Council for British Archaeology.
HUD RU WKH FKLOGUHQ RWWHKHUV 1 Qanbgioky P (OB%PpW Sbbi¢tiesHRErkiiemb&rambridge:

— and the responses and erasures that followed — embodyCambridge University Press.

the many transformations that the community underwenDay, H.L. 1985When Horses Were Supreme: The Age of
*UDI¢WL ZDV WKHUHIRUH XV N GER\D®RIVA WatkinQ MorseBavetIBy HDtion[Press.

colourful means of self-expression, through whiatdmitites  Dewey, P. 2000. Farm Labour. In E.J.T Collins (ed.)
were performed, contested and re-negotiated, ieya k  The Agrarian History of England and Wales Vol VI,

period of socio-economic and agricultural change. 1850-1914, Part,1810-862. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Acknowledgements Easton, T. 1991. Ritual Protection of the Howernacular
Architecture Group (VAG) Newslettéx0(January): 11-

This work was initiated by and continues to takspiration 12.

IURP WKH GLUHFWLRQ RI 'U &RIOHEgston DN 39D RituaDNArkS enthidtoriR timheald &

Wharram Landscape Project. Based on and around the Downland Open Air Museu®pring: 22-28.

Estate of Birdsall, the kind permission and enkgied  Ellis, S. 1990. Soils. In S. Ellis and D. R. Crowther (eds.)
support of Baron Middleton, and the Willoughby fami Humber Perspectives: A Region Through the Aged:

is gratefully acknowledged. In addition, the Meggin Hull University Press, pp. 29-42

family of Towthorpe, have also been unfailingly generous-leming, J. 2001.*UDI¢;WL DQG WKH :ULWLC
in permitting access to their farm buildings, angorting Early Modern EnglandPhiladelphia: University of

WKLV UHVHDUFK G6LQFH W K LRenmsyivan@a PiRésN KDV EHHQ

undertaken by staff and students from the Univiessit Foster, S. W. 1987. The Dry Drainage System on the

of York and Manchester as part of ‘The Yorkshirel&go Northern Wolds escarpment. In S. Ellis (e#ast

Project’, under the direction of the authors. Yorkshire: A Field GuideCambridge: The Quaternary
Research Association, pp. 36-38
References Furness, R.R. and S.J. King 19%8ils in North Yorkshire

IV, Sheet SE 63/73 (Selby), Soil Survey Record No. 56.
Abel, E. and B. Buckley 197MHandwriting On The Rothamsted: Harpenden.
Wall. 7TRZDUGYV D 6RFLRORJ\ DQG 3FaterkR O.RM \1HR8. WOID Farvilibg in East Yorkshire

London: Greenwood Press. Agriculture 55 (4): 151-154.
Antrim, A. 1981.The Yorkshire Wolds Rangers' U L | ¢, H Gi@s, K. and Giles, M. 2007. The Writing on thel\Wahe
Hutton Press. Concealed Communities of the East Yorkshire Hodsela
Bate, J. 2003John Clare: A BiographyNew York: Farrar, International Journal of Historical Archaeolodyl(4):
Straus and Giroux. 336-357.
Beckett, R. 20006 HAHFWLRQV RQ WKH &K@»@osl GJ V.HNULKErn 7Rd N. Poushinsky 1976.
Midgley. Pocklington: North Wolds Printers. $QRQ\PRXV ([SUHVVLRQ $ 6WUXFWXU
Best, S.E.J. 193 East Yorkshire. A Study in Agricultural  Journal of American Folklor89(351): 40-48.
GeographyLondon: Longmans & Co. Harris, A. 1960. The Agriculture of the East Riding

Bevan, W. 1999. Land-Life-Death-Regeneration: of Yorkshire Before the Parliamentary Enclosures.
Interpreting a Middle Iron Age Landscape in Eastern Yorkshire Archaeological Journd0: 119-128.
Yorkshire. In W. Bevan (ed.Northern Exposure: Harris, A. 1961The Rural Landscape of the East Riding of
Interpretative Devolution and the Iron Ages in Britain  Yorkshire, 1700-185@xford: Oxford University Press.
Leicester: Leicester University Press, pp3-148. Harris, A. 1996. A ‘Rage of Plowing’: The Reclamation of

Blain, J. and R.J. Wallis 2004. Sacred Sites, Cate the Yorkshire WoldsYorkshire Archaeological Journal
Rites/Rights. Contemporary Pagan Engagements with 68: 209-223.

the PastJournal of Material Culturevol. 9(3): 237-261. +D\¢(¢HOG & '"HZSRQGV DQG 3RQG
Bourdieu, P. 19770utline for a Theory of Practice Yorkshire WoldsFolk Life 25: 74-91.

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Hayfield, C. 1988. Birdsall Estate Remembered.
Brown, J. 1991The Horse in Husbandrypswich: Farming Bimingham: Kingate Press.

Press. +D\(HOG & ODQXUH )DFWRULHV" 7

Butler, J. 1993Bodies That MattemNew York: Routledge. High Barns of the Yorkshire Woldsandscape History
Catt, J.A. 1987. The Quaternary of East Yorkshitd a  13: 33-45.

Adjacent Areas. In S. Ellis (edBast Yorkshire: Field +D\¢HOG & J)DUP 6HUYDQWVY $FFR|

Guide Cambridge: Quaternary Research Association, Yorkshire WoldsFolk Life 33: 7-28.

pp. 1-14 +D\¢HOG & 9HVVH\ 3IDVWXWDH WKH
Caunce, S. 19914among Farm Horses. The Horselads of  Yorkshire Wold Farmsteadlorkshire Archaeological

East YorkshireStroud: Sutton. Journal70: 109-123.
Caunce, S. 1991b. Twentieth-century Farm Servants: The D\(¢ HOG & DQG 0 %URXJK 'HZ

Horselads of the East Riding of Yorkshifgricultural Pondmakers of the Yorkshire Woldlk Life 25: 74-91.

History Reviewd9(2): 143-166. +D\¢HOG & DQG 3 :DJQHU JURP
&RFURIW : ' "HYOLQJ - 6FKR¢ HO @ed@ls5A StdiR &f W/ater Supplies on the Yorkshire

:DU $UW O0XUDOV DQG *UDI¢ WL 0LV@dsvBrdscape Histody 749-64.D Q G

58



Signs of the Times

+RPH 21¢ FHRespect and Responsibility: Taking 3V\FKRG\QDPLF 9LHZ RI $GROHVFHQW
a Stand Against Ant-Social Behavioupndon: Home Pyschodynamic PracticE2(1): 5-17.

21¢FH SHWHHW - 7KH :ULWLQEI WD RMKWK:B C
Howe, L. 2000. Risk, Ritual and Performané&ayal Intifada. Cultural Anthropologyl1(2): 139-159.
Anthropological Institut€N.S.) 6: 63-79. Perkins, J.A. 1976. Harvest Technology and Labop§/

Howorth, P. 20027 KH ,PSDFW RI1 :DU 'ULI nHiGcGndbit@ @ndihé Hast Riding of Yorkshire 1750-
Wolds 1914-1919'ULI¢,¢ HOG /RZQGHYV 3 XE @856.DhwslaRdiniage3(2): 125-135.

Jarman, N. 1993. Intersecting Belfast. In B. Ber(get) 3 OHVFK 9 OHPRU\ RQ WKIHILRX® *U!
Landscape: Politics and Perspectivesford: Berg, pp. Wall paintings.Journal of Medieval and Early Modern
107-139 Studies32(1): 167-197.

-RQHV %DNHU (QJOLYVKVOK igREeffold, Bl.A984PR for Brdakias@Beverley: Hutton Press.
Local HistorianLocal Historian23(1): 4-19. Reisner, R. G. 1971*UD | ¢ WL \HDUV Rl :DOO

Kent, P. 1980British Regional Geology; From the Tees Chicago: Cowles Book Co.
to the Washlnstitute of Geological Sciences. London: Stamp, D. 1987. Inner City Community Gardens.

HMSO. Landscape Researd2(1): 5-8.

Kitchen, F. 1983Brother to the Ox. The Autobiography of Strickland, H.E. 1812General View of the Agriculture of
a Farm Labourer Harmondsworth: Penguin. the East Riding of Yorkshir&ork: T. Wilson.

/IDQG\ ( DQG - 6WHHOH *RJI DVan det Nao, RDanpDS(ERiANEAdR)Q9Wetland Heritage
Building Utilization. Perceptual and Motor SkilB5(3): of HoldernessHull: Humber Wetlands Project.
711-712. Waites, B. 1971. Aspects of Thirteenth and Foutteen

MacDonald, N. 2002.7KH *UDIl¢ WL 6 XEFXO GeXturid AratfeXRarkiing on the Yorkshire Wolds.
Masculinity and Identity in London and New York Yorkshire Archaeological JourndR: 136-142.
Basingstoke: Palgrave. Whetham, E. H. 1970. The Mechanisation of British

Marshall, W. 1788 The Rural Economy of Yorkshire:  Farming 1910-1945The Journal of Agricultural
Comprising the Management of Landed Estates and Economic21(3): 317-331.
the Present Practice of Husbandry in the Agricidtur Whetham, E. H. 1978 he Agrarian History of England
Districts of that County2 volumes). London: T. Cadell. and Wales Vol VIII, 1914-3%ambridge: Cambridge

Moses, G. 1999. Proletarian labourers? East Riding Farm University Press.

Servants c. 1850-73gricultural History Reviewd7(1):  Woodward, D. (ed.) 198®escriptions of East Yorkshire:

78-94. Leland to DefoeBeverley: East Yorkshire Local History
Neave, V. 1971. Living-in in the East Ridingernacular Society.
Architecture2: 18-19. Young, A. 1770A Six Months Tour Through the North of

Othen-Price, L. 2006. Making Their Mark: A  England London: W. Strahan.

59






