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Table 1. Politically defined mandates of the three Rio Conventions (Authors’ emphasis)

Convention’s objective/s

Organisation
/ Programme

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC):

The ultimate objective of this Convention and any related legal instruments that the Conference of
the Parties may adopt is to achieve, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Convention,
stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent
danger ous anthropogenic interference with the climate system. Such a level should be achieved
within a time-frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure
that food production is not threatened and to enable economic development to proceed in a
sustainable manner.

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD):

The objectives of this Convention, to be pursued in accordance with its relevant provisions, are the
conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair and
equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources, including by
appropriate access to genetic resources and by appropriate transfer of relevant technologies, taking
into account al rights over those resources and to technologies, and by appropriate funding.

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD):
The objective of this Convention is to combat desertification and mitigate the effects of
drought in countries experiencing serious drought and/or desertification, particularly in Africa,
through effective action at al levels, supported by international cooperation and partnership
arrangements, in the framework of an integrated approach which is consistent with Agenda 21,
with a view to contributing to the achievement of sustainable development in affected
areas.

Achieving this objective will involve long-term integrated strategies that focus simultaneously,
in affected areas, on improved productivity of land, and the rehabilitation, conservation and
sustainable management of land and water resources, leading to improved living conditions, in
particular at the community level.
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