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Dawn of the amphora: the emergence 
of maritime transport jars in the Early 
Bronze Age Aegean

Peter M. Day and David E. Wilson

Abstract

In the early part of the Early Bronze (EB) II period, the Aegean world sees the appearance of 
theȱcollaredȱjarǰȱtheȱęrstȱceramicȱMaritimeȱTransportȱContainerȱǻMTCǼȱofȱtheȱregionǯȱBasedȱ
onȱaȱstudyȱandȱscientięcȱanalysesȱofȱhundredsȱofȱEBȱIIȱtransportȱjarsǰȱfocusingȱonȱtheȱharbourȱ
townsȱofȱPorosȬKatsambasȱonȱCreteǰȱAkrotiriȱonȱTheraȱandȱAyiaȱIriniȱonȱKeaǰȱweȱidentifyȱsomeȱ
ofȱ theȱ keyȱproductionȱ areasȱ inȱ bothȱ theȱCycladesȱ ǻKeaǰȱSiphnosǰȱMelosǰȱNaxosǰȱTheraǼȱ andȱ
onȱmainlandȱGreeceȱǻAĴicaǼǯȱInȱadditionȱtoȱsurveyingȱtheȱspatialȱandȱtemporalȱdistributionȱ
ofȱtheseȱEBȱIIȱjarȱtypesȱatȱaȱnumberȱofȱkeyȱAegeanȱcoastalȱsitesǰȱweȱconsiderȱtheȱhighȱvalueȱ
liquidȱcommodityȱbeingȱtransportedȱandȱexchangedȱinȱtheseȱjarsǰȱandȱsuggestȱwineȱasȱaȱlikelyȱ
candidateǯȱWeȱargueȱthatȱtheȱemergenceȱofȱtheȱtransportȱjarȱinȱEBȱIIȱshouldȱbeȱviewedȱasȱpartȱ
ofȱ theȱ sameȱ phenomenonȱ asȱ theȱ outburstȱ ofȱ pouringȱ andȱ drinkingȱ vesselsȱ inȱ contemporaryȱ
Aegeanȱcontextsǰȱallȱevidenceȱforȱnewȱsocialȱpracticesȱofȱdrinkingȱandȱfeastingȱinȱtheȱprivateȱ
andȱpublicȱspheresǯ

Introduction

In the early part of Early Bronze (EB) II, the Aegean saw the appearance of the collared 
jarǰȱeěectivelyȱtheȱęrstȱceramicȱmaritimeȱtransportȱcontainerȱofȱthatȱregionǯȱAtȱpresentȱ
bestȱ representedȱ inȱ theȱwesternȱCycladicȱ islandsǰȱ theseȱ jarsȱ areȱmostlyȱ globularȱ inȱ
shapeȱwithȱroundedȱorȱslightlyȱĚaĴenedȱtoȱindentedȱbasesǰȱandȱoccurȱinȱaȱvarietyȱofȱ
sizesǰȱbutȱareȱgenerallyȱaroundȱŖǯřŖȮŖǯśŖcmȱhighǯȱTheyȱhaveȱtwoȱopposingȱhandlesȱ
onȱtheȱbellyǰȱeitherȱofȱtheȱverticalȱstrapȱorȱhorizontalȱtypesǰȱtheȱlaĴerȱwithȱincisedȱorȱ
slashedȱdecorationȱonȱtheȱupperȱsurfaceǯȱTheȱskeumorphismȱofȱtheȱslashedȱhandlesȱ
mayȱreferenceȱactualȱropeȱorȱcordȱtiedȱaroundȱtheȱhandlesȱtoȱenhanceȱgripǰȱorȱtoȱsecureȱ
someȱformȱofȱorganicȱstopperȱinȱtheȱmouthȱofȱtheȱjarȱcollarǯȱTheseȱtwoȱtypesȱappearȱ
toȱhaveȱchronologicalȱandȦorȱgeographicalȱpaĴerningǱȱstrapȱhandlesȱareȱgenerallyȱanȱ
earlierȱfeatureȱinȱEBȱIIǰȱwhileȱthoseȱwithȱincisedȦslashedȱhorizontalȱhandlesȱareȱmoreȱ
commonȱinȱdevelopedȱandȱlateȱEBȱIIȱǻtheȱlaĴerȱƽȱtheȱKastriȦLeĤandiȱIȱGroupȱphaseǼǯȱ
JarsȱwithȱtheȱlaĴerȱhandleȱtypeȱareȱprobablyȱofȱCycladicȱoriginǯȱTheȱbodyȱwallsȱofȱallȱ
theȱcollaredȱjarsȱareȱrelativelyȱthinȱconsideringȱtheirȱsizeǲȱthisȱwasȱprobablyȱdeliberateǰȱ
inȱorderȱtoȱminimiseȱtheȱweightȱofȱtheȱvesselsȱwhenȱfullǯȱ

Theȱ collaredȱ jarȱ mightȱ aěordȱ aȱ varietyȱ ofȱ usesȱ andȱ thisȱ shouldȱ beȱ consideredȱ
whenȱlookingȱatȱsimilarȱvesselsȱfromȱdiěerentȱcontextsǯȱTheȱemphasisȱinȱthisȱpaperǰȱ
howeverǰȱ fallsȱ onȱ theirȱ clearȱ functionȱasȱveryȱ earlyȱMaritimeȱTransportȱContainersȱ
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ǻMTCsǼǲȱhenceǰȱhereȱweȱuseȱtheȱtermsȱcollaredȱjarȱandȱtransportȱjarȱinterchangeablyǯȱ
Inȱtheȱdiscussionǰȱweȱconsiderȱtheȱconnectionsǰȱmobilityǰȱnewȱconsumptionȱpracticesȱ
andȱvalueȬaddedȱgoodsȱthatȱsuchȱtransportȱjarsȱimplyǯȱ

TheȱappearanceȱofȱtheȱcollaredȱjarȱonȱtheȱAegeanȱstageȱseemsȱquiteȱabruptǰȱwithȱ
onlyȱrareȱpossibleȱEBȱIȱpredecessorsȱǻeǯgǯȱKephalaȱPetrasǰȱCreteǱȱPapadatosȱǭȱTomkinsȱ
ŘŖŗřǱȱřŜŘȮřŜřǰȱęgsȱŝǯeǰȱŞǯeǼǯȱThisȱisȱclearlyȱevidencedȱbyȱtheȱsuccessiveȱdepositsȱofȱlateȱ
EBȱIȱandȱearlyȱEBȱIIȱatȱbothȱAkrotiriȱonȱTheraȱandȱPorosȬKatsambasȱonȱCreteǰȱwhereȱtheȱ
transportȱjarȱdoesȱnotȱoccurȱbeforeȱearlyȱEBȱIIȱǻFig. 1ǼǯȱThereȱwasȱaȱconsiderableȱdegreeȱ
ofȱculturalȱĚuidityȱbetweenȱandȱbeyondȱlateȱEBȱIȱnorthernȱCreteȱandȱtheȱCycladesǰȱ
withȱtheȱmovementȱandȱadoptionȱofȱforeignȱstylesȱinȱdiverseȱtypesȱofȱmaterialȱcultureǰȱ
includingȱmetalsǰȱobsidianȱandȱpoĴeryǯȱThisȱisȱepitomisedȱbyȱtheȱlateȱEBȱIȱKamposȱ
Groupȱphenomenonȱ ofȱCycladicisingȱpoĴeryȱ foundȱ atȱ aȱ numberȱ ofȱ coastalȱCretanȱ
sitesȱ includingȱ Aghiaȱ Photiaȱ inȱ theȱ eastȱ ofȱ theȱ islandǰȱ andȱ PorosȬKatsambasǰȱ theȱ
PyrgosȱCaveȱandȱGournesȱinȱtheȱnorthȬcentralȱregionȱǻWilsonȱet alǯȱŘŖŖŞǱȱŘŜŗǲȱDavarasȱ
ǭȱBetancourtȱŘŖŗŘǼǯȱTheȱstrongȱcontactȱbetweenȱwhatȱareȱoftenȱconsideredȱdiěerentȱ
culturalȱareasȱextendsȱbeyondȱCreteȱandȱtheȱCycladesȱatȱthisȱtimeǯȱTheȱappearanceȱofȱ
relatedȱmaterialȱcultureȱfromȱtheȱsouthernȱArgolidȱatȱsitesȱsuchȱasȱDelprizaǰȱlookingȱ
downȱonȱ theȱKoiladaȱBayȱ ǻKossyvaȱŘŖŗŗǼǰȱorȱ indeedȱAyiosȱKosmasȱonȱ theȱwesternȱ
coastȱofȱAĴicaȱǻMylonasȱŗşśşǼǰȱtestięesȱtoȱtheȱmobilityȱofȱgoodsǰȱideasȱandȱpeopleǯ

YetȱthereȱisȱnoȱevidenceȱforȱanyȱlargeȱceramicȱtransportȱcontainersȱfoundȱinȱEBȱIȱ
contextsȱatȱsitesȱofȱthisȱperiodǰȱcertainlyȱnotȱatȱPorosȬKatsambasȱorȱAkrotiriǯȱWhileȱitȱ
isȱlikelyȱthatȱperishableȱcommoditiesȱwereȱbeingȱexchangedȱbetweenȱAegeanȱregionsǰȱ
theyȱwereȱnotȱbeingȱ transportedȱ inȱ ceramicȱcontainersȱbeforeȱEBȱ IIǯȱThisȱpictureȱ isȱ

FigureȱŗǯȱDistributionȱofȱprincipalȱęndȱspotsȱofȱEBȱIIȱtransportȱjarsȱinȱtheȱwestȱAegean

Author asks if possible to add Samos to island in NE Aegean (in red rectangle), and to correct spelling of site name on Crete: 'Malia', with only one 'l'
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ŘǯȱDawnȱofȱtheȱamphoraǱȱtheȱemergenceȱofȱmaritimeȱtransportȱjarsȱinȱtheȱEarlyȱBronzeȱAgeȱAegeanȱ

overturnedǰȱhoweverǰȱandȱdramaticallyǰȱinȱtheȱsucceedingȱearlyȱphaseȱofȱEBȱIIȱwithȱ
theȱ emergenceȱ ofȱ theȱ largeȱ collaredȱ jarȱ atȱ theȱ startȱ ofȱ theȱ periodȱ describedȱ asȱ theȱ
ȁInternationalȱSpiritȂȱǻRenfrewȱŗşŝŘǱȱřŚǰȱŚśŗǼǯ

Thisȱ paperȱ introducesȱ theȱ maritimeȱ ceramicȱ transportȱ containersȱ ofȱ theȱ EBȱ IIȱ
AegeanǰȱbuildingȱonȱourȱworkȱinȱtheȱwesternȱAegeanȱandȱfocusingȱonȱtheȱdiversityȱ
andȱwideȱdistributionȱofȱtheseȱvesselsǯȱWeȱargueȱthatȱtheȱscaleȱofȱthisȱphenomenonȱ
continuedȱ toȱgrowȱduringȱ theȱ successiveȱphasesȱ ofȱEBȱ IIǰȱ fromȱearlyȱ toȱdevelopedȱ
toȱlateȱEBȱIIȱǻKastriȦLeĤandiȱIȱphaseǼǯȱWeȱconsiderȱwhetherȱtheseȱdevelopmentsȱareȱ
likelyȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱpromotedȱbyȱchangesȱinȱtheȱnatureȱofȱmaritimeȱtransportationǰȱorȱ
perhapsȱbyȱchangesȱinȱdemandȱforȱtheȱspecięcȱgoodsȱtransportedǯȱToȱillustrateȱthisǰȱ
weȱ referȱ toȱ threeȱ caseȱ studiesȱofȱ seĴlementȱdepositsȱ thatȱ coverȱoneȱorȱmoreȱofȱ theȱ
threeȱmainȱsubȬphasesȱofȱtheȱperiodȱinȱtheȱwestȱAegeanȱǻMaranȱŗşşŞǲȱWilsonȱŘŖŗřǼǱȱ
ǻaǼȱearlyȱEBȱIIȱatȱtheȱharbourȱtownȱofȱPorosȬKatsambasȱonȱCreteǲȱǻbǼȱearlyȱandȱlateȱEBȱ
IIȱatȱAkrotiriǰȱTheraǲȱandȱǻcǼȱPeriodsȱIIȱandȱIIIȱatȱAyiaȱIriniȱonȱKeaǰȱcontemporaryȱwithȱ
developedȱandȱlateȱEBȱIIǯ

EB II transport jars at Poros-Katsambas, Akrotiri and Ayia Irini

Poros-Katsambas (Crete)
 
Theȱ evidenceȱ fromȱ theȱ harbourȱ seĴlementȱ ofȱ PorosȬKatsambasȱ isȱ keyȱ toȱ ourȱ
understandingȱofȱtheȱemergenceȱofȱtheȱtransportȱ jarȱinȱtheȱearlyȱEBȱIIȱwestȱAegeanȱ
ǻWilsonȱet alǯȱŘŖŖŚǰȱŘŖŖŞǼǯȱLocatedȱonȱtheȱnorthȱcoastȱofȱCreteǰȱjustȱdownstreamȱfromȱ
theȱimportantȱsiteȱofȱKnossosǰȱthisȱportȱseĴlementȱhasȱstratięedȱdepositsȱdatingȱtoȱbothȱ
lateȱEBȱIȱǻƽȱlateȱEarlyȱMinoanȱǽEMǾȱIǼȱandȱearlyȱEBȱIIȱǻƽȱearlyȱEMȱIIAǼǯȱPorosȬKatsambasȱ
wasȱestablishedȱearlyȱonȱnotȱjustȱasȱaȱgatewayȱportȱforȱtheȱĚowȱofȱrawȱmaterialsȱandȱ
otherȱgoodsȱfromȱabroadǰȱbutȱalsoȱasȱaȱproductionȱandȱredistributionȱcentreȱsupplyingȱ
aȱ largeȱareaȱofȱcentralȱCreteǰȱ includingȱnearbyȱKnossosȱ ǻDimopoulouȬRethemiotakiȱ
et alǯȱ ŘŖŖŝǲȱ Tomkinsȱ ǭȱ Dayȱ inȱ pressǼǯȱ Beginningȱ inȱ lateȱ EBȱ Iǰȱ thereȱ isȱ signięcantȱ
evidenceȱforȱ theȱ largeȬscaleȱ importationȱandȱworkingȱofȱobsidianȱandȱcopperǰȱbothȱ
ofȱwhichȱwereȱsourcedȱinȱtheȱCycladicȱislandsȱtoȱtheȱnorthǰȱfromȱMelosȱandȱKythnosȱ
respectivelyǯȱThisȱabundantȱevidenceȱforȱearlyȱcontactȱandȱexchangeȱbetweenȱnorthȬ
coastalȱCreteȱandȱtheȱ islandsȱ isȱunderscoredȱbyȱ theȱ factȱ thatȱapproximatelyȱŚŖƖȱofȱ
theȱ ceramicȱassemblageȱofȱ lateȱEBȱ IȱPorosȬKatsambasȱ isȱofȱCycladicȱ styleȱ ǻKamposȱ
GroupǼȱvesselsȱmadeȱlocallyȱonȱCreteȱǻDayȱet alǯȱŘŖŗŘǼǯȱYetǰȱ inȱspiteȱofȱtheȱevidenceȱ
forȱsuchȱstrongȱcontactȱbetweenȱCreteȱandȱtheȱCycladesȱatȱthisȱearlyȱdateǰȱthereȱareȱ
noȱcertainȱtransportȱjarsǰȱCretanȱorȱoěȮislandǰȱfoundȱatȱPorosȬKatsambasȱinȱlateȱEMȱ
Iǲȱthisȱisȱmirroredȱbyȱtheȱabsenceȱofȱanyȱapparentȱtransportȱjarsȱinȱcontemporaryȱlateȱ
EarlyȱCycladicȱ ǻECǼȱ Iȱ contextsȱ inȱ theȱ islandsȱ ǻseeȱAkrotiriȱ belowǼǯȱ Theȱ onlyȱ goodsȱ
thatȱprovideȱarchaeologicalȱevidenceȱofȱbeingȱexchangedȱatȱthisȱearlyȱdateȱbetweenȱ
CreteǰȱtheȱCycladesȱandȱsurroundingȱareasȱseemȱtoȱbeȱnonȬperishableȱrawȱmaterialsǰȱ
principallyȱobsidianȱandȱmetalsȱoresǯ

Inȱ theȱ followingǰȱ earlyȱ EBȱ IIȱ periodȱ atȱ PorosȬKatsambasȱ thisȱ pictureȱ becomesȱ
transformedȱǻWilsonȱet alǯȱŘŖŖŚǰȱŘŖŖŞǼǯȱPoĴeryȱ importsȱ fromȱbothȱtheȱCycladesȱandȱ
Greekȱmainlandȱbeginǰȱbutȱveryȱselectivelyȱinȱtermsȱofȱshapeǰȱrepresentedȱlargelyȱbyȱ
onlyȱtwoȱvesselȱtypesǱȱtheȱcollaredȱtransportȱjarȱinȱveryȱlargeȱnumbersȱandȱtheȱmuchȱ
lessȱcommonȱpouringȱvesselǰȱtheȱsauceboatǯȱWhileȱKnossosȱinȱthisȱsameȱperiodȱhasȱ
examplesȱofȱbothȱimportedȱshapesȱandȱinȱtheȱsameȱwaresǰȱtheirȱnumbersǰȱespeciallyȱ
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forȱtheȱtransportȱjarǰȱareȱdwarfedȱinȱcomparisonȱwithȱtheȱhundredsȱofȱjarsȱfoundȱatȱ
PorosȬKatsambasȱonlyȱśkmȱawayǯȱFromȱaȱveryȱlimitedȱexcavatedȱareaȱtheȱestimatedȱ
minimumȱnumberȱofȱ transportȱ jarsȱ fromȱ theȱearlyȱEMȱIIAȱdepositsȱ isȱ closeȱ toȱŚŖŖǰȱ
whichȱgivesȱsomeȱindicationȱofȱtheȱscaleȱofȱcommodityȱimportsȱfromȱtheȱislandsȱtoȱthisȱ
oneȱportȱonȱCreteȱatȱsuchȱanȱearlyȱdateǯȱByȱwayȱofȱcontrastǰȱonlyȱaboutȱŚŖȱimportedȱ
transportȱjarsȱhaveȱbeenȱidentięedȱsoȱfarȱfromȱnearbyȱKnossosȱcoveringȱallȱofȱtheȱEMȱ
IIAȱperiodȱǻƽȱearlyȱandȱdevelopedȱEBȱIIǼȱandȱfromȱaȱmuchȱlargerȱsampleȱofȱexcavatedȱ
depositsȱ broadlyȱ distributedȱ acrossȱ theȱ siteǯȱ ThisȱKnossianȱ groupȱ ofȱ importedȱ jarsȱ
isȱnotȱonlyȱlimitedȱinȱnumberǰȱbutȱisȱalsoȱmoreȱrestrictedȱinȱtermsȱofȱwaresǰȱlargelyȱ
representedȱ byȱ broadȬstreakȱ paintedȱ andȱwhiteȦyellowȱ slippedȱ strapȬhandledȱ jarsǯȱ
WhateverȱtheȱcommodityȦiesȱbeingȱtransportedȱinȱtheseȱjarsȱfromȱabroadǰȱtheyȱmayȱ
haveȱbeenȱconsumedȱandȦorȱreȬpackagedȱintoȱlocalȱcontainersȱatȱPorosȬKatsambasȱforȱ
furtherȱdistributionȱtoȱinlandȱCreteǯ

AmongȱtheȱimportsȱatȱbothȱPorosȬKatsambasȱandȱKnossosǰȱweȱhaveȱevidenceȱofȱ
transportȱjarsȱfromȱaȱlargeȱnumberȱofȱsourcesȱinȱbothȱtheȱwesternȱandȱcentralȱCycladesȱ
includingȱMelosǰȱIosǰȱNaxosǰȱTheraȱandȱperhapsȱSiphnosǯȱMelianȱdecoratedȱjarsȱwithȱ
groovedȱhandlesȱandȱbroadȬstreakȱpaintedȱdecorationȱǻseeȱbelowǱȱEBȱIIȱwestȱAegeanȱ
transportȱ jarsǼȱareȱvisuallyȱ theȱmostȱstrikingȱandȱonȱCreteȱęrstȱappearȱ inȱearlyȱEMȱ
IIAǰȱpredatingȱ theȱ contextsȱ ofȱ thoseȱ examplesȱ currentlyȱknownȱ fromȱelsewhereȱonȱ
KeaǰȱTheraȱandȱIosȱfromȱdevelopedȱandȦorȱlateȱEBȱIIȱdepositsȱǻseeȱAkrotiriȱandȱAyiaȱ
Iriniȱ belowǼǯȱ Alsoȱ ofȱ westernȱ Cycladicȱ originȱ areȱ jarsȱ withȱ talcȱ schistȱ inclusionsǰȱ
characterisedȱbyȱaȱhighlyȱdistinctiveȱfabricȱwithȱaȱsmoothȱsoapyȱfeelȱtoȱtheȱtouchǯȱTheȱ
commonȱtalcȱwareȱmayȱbeȱofȱSiphnianȱoriginȱǻVaughanȱǭȱWilsonȱŗşşřǲȱRenfrewȱŘŖŖśǼǰȱ
andȱisȱfoundȱinȱtheȱlargestȱquantitiesȱasȱexportsȱinȱtheȱdevelopedȱandȱespeciallyȱlateȱ
phasesȱofȱEBȱIIȱinȱtheȱwestȱAegeanȱislandsǯȱKeaȱinȱtheȱEarlyȱBronzeȱAgeȱhasȱaȱsecondȱ
fabricǰȱwhichȱincludesȱtalcȱschistǰȱbutȱthisȱisȱdiěerentȱfromȱtheȱcanonicalȱtalcȱwareȱweȱ
haveȱanalysedȱfromȱaȱrangeȱofȱotherȱsitesǰȱwhichȱformsȱaȱhomogeneousȱgroupȱfromȱ
oneȱsourceȱǻseeȱfurtherȱbelowǼǯ

PorosȬKatsambasȱhasȱanȱunparalleledȱrangeȱofȱjarsȱfabricsȱandȱęnishesǰȱreĚectingȱ
theȱnumerousȱsourcesȱofȱtheseȱimportedȱjarsȱtoȱCreteǯȱWhileȱweȱcanȱidentifyȱtheȱsourceȱ
forȱmanyȱofȱtheseȱjarsǰȱandȱsuggestȱsourcesȱforȱothersǰȱsomeȱstillȱevadeȱtheȱascriptionȱ
ofȱprovenanceǯȱThoseȱjarsȱwithoutȱprovenanceǰȱneverthelessǰȱhaveȱdistinctiveȱfabricsǰȱ
whichȱwillȱbeȱmatchedȱatȱsomeȱpointȱasȱtheȱnumberȱofȱanalysedȱassemblagesȱincreasesǯȱ
InȱtheȱęrstȱcategoryǰȱweȱmightȱlistȱtwoȱfabricsȱthatȱoriginateȱfromȱtheȱislandȱofȱNaxosǰȱ
oneȱbasedȱonȱgraniteȱ andȱ theȱotherȱwithȱmetamorphicȱ rocksȱandȱgreenȱamphiboleȱ
ǻHilditchȱŘŖŖŝǱȱ Řśśǰȱ ŘŚŞǼǯȱ Inȱ thisȱ caseǰȱ thereforeǰȱweȱhaveȱ twoȱ jarȱ sourcesȱ fromȱoneȱ
islandǯȱCharacteristicȱfabricsȱwithȱvolcanicȱglassȱtestifyȱtoȱaȱlargeȱnumberȱofȱjarsȱfromȱ
MelosǰȱwhileȱtheȱgarnetȬbearingȱschistsȱfromȱanotherȱsourceȱcanȱbeȱcomparedȱwithȱaȱ
micaȬschistȱfabricȱfromȱIosȱǻHilditchȱŘŖŖŝǱȱŘŚŝǼǯȱWellȱcharacterisedȱfabricsȱfeaturingȱ
volcanicȱ rocksȱwithȱ aȱ darkȱmatrixȱmayȱ originateȱ inȱ Theraǰȱwhileȱweȱ haveȱ alreadyȱ
suggestedȱthatȱtalcȱwareȱcomesȱfromȱtheȱwesternȱCycladesǰȱprobablyȱSiphnosǯ

BesidesȱtheseǰȱhoweverǰȱthereȱisȱanȱarrayȱofȱotherȱfabricsǯȱOneȱparticularlyȱcommonȱ
jarȱatȱPorosȬKatsambasǰȱalsoȱpresentȱinȱlateȱEBȱIIȱAkrotiriǰȱisȱcharacterisedȱbyȱaȱblisteredȱ
surfaceȱandȱaȱfabricȱwithȱcalcȬsilicateȱinclusionsǰȱwhileȱothersȱfeatureȱblueȱschistǰȱchertȱ
andȱ garnetȦpyroxeneǰȱ respectivelyǯȱ Theseȱ cannotȱ yetȱ beȱ ascribedȱ toȱ aȱ geographicalȱ
sourceǰȱthoughȱtheirȱidentityȱasȱproductsȱofȱseparateȱproductionȱcentresȱisȱclearǯȱTheȱ
largeȱrangeȱofȱmicaȬschistȱfabricsȱisȱlikelyȱtoȱencompassȱsourcesȱwithinȱtheȱwestȱandȱ
centralȱCycladesǯȱInȱadditionǰȱdistinctiveȱwhiteȱslippedȱjarsȱareȱcommonǰȱhaveȱparallelsȱ
inȱalmostȱallȱsitesȱanalysedǰȱandȱcanȱnowȱbeȱascribedȱtoȱaȱsourceȱinȱAĴicaȱǻseeȱbelowǼǯȱ
InȱshortǰȱPorosȬKatsambasȱseemsȱtoȱhaveȱtransportȱjarsȱfromȱthroughoutȱtheȱAegeanǯ
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WhileȱtheȱbulkȱofȱtheȱearlyȱEMȱIIAȱtransportȱjarsȱfoundȱatȱPorosȱoriginateȱfromȱoěȱ
theȱislandǰȱaȱsmallȱgroupȱareȱofȱCretanȱmanufactureȱinȱtheȱcommonȱcoarseǰȱreddishȱ
brownǰȱmetamorphicȱfabricǰȱoftenȱusedȱinȱcookingȱpotsȱinȱtheȱHeraklionȱBasinȱǻWilsonȱ
ǭȱDayȱŗşşşǱȱFabricȱŚǼǰȱandȱclearlyȱimitatingȱtheȱshapesȱofȱimportedȱexamplesǯȱTheseȱareȱ
characterisedȱbyȱaȱhighȱcollarȱwithȱincisedȱbandingȱandȱbroadȱverticalȱstrapȱhandlesȱ
atȱtheȱbellyǯȱTheȱuseȱofȱtheȱstrapȱhandleȱisȱnotȱaȱMinoanȱfeatureǰȱbutȱisȱcommonȱinȱaȱ
numberȱofȱdiěerentȱCycladicȱandȱAĴicȱjarȱfabricsǰȱasȱwellȱasȱinȱEarlyȱHelladicȱǻEHǼȱIIȱ
collaredȱjarsȱknownȱfromȱtheȱArgolidȱǻeǯgǯȱAsineǱȱFrödinȱǭȱPerssonȱŗşřŞǱȱęgǯȱŗśşǯŚǼǯȱ
IdenticalȱjarsȱwithȱincisedȱbandingȱonȱtheȱcollarȱwereȱfoundȱinȱtheȱcontemporaryȱWestȱ
CourtȱHouseȱdepositsȱatȱKnossosȱǻunpublishedǼǰȱasȱwellȱasȱstrapȱhandlesȱpresumablyȱ
belongingȱtoȱthemȱǻWilsonȱŗşŞśǱȱPřŚŘȮřŚŚǼǯ

OverallǰȱtheȱimpressionȱgivenȱbyȱtheȱevidenceȱfromȱearlyȱEBȱIIȱPorosȬKatsambasȱ
isȱofȱanȱemergentȱbulkȱmovementȱofȱperishableȱgoodsȱinȱceramicȱcontainersǰȱwhichȱ
areȱproducedȱinȱaȱwideȱvarietyȱofȱlocationsǯȱTheȱvariationȱinȱcertainȱstylisticȱfeaturesȱ
amongȱtheseȱjarsȱmayȱbeȱaȱvisualȱmarkerȱnotȱonlyȱofȱtheirȱspecięcȱislandȱoriginȱǻMelosǰȱ
NaxosȱetcǼǰȱbutȱevenȱtheirȱcontentsǯȱThisȱpointȱisȱexploredȱinȱtheȱconcludingȱsectionȱ
ofȱthisȱpaperǯ

Akrotiri (Thera)

TheȱceramicȱevidenceȱforȱtheȱFinalȱNeolithicȱandȱEBȱperiodsȱofȱoccupationȱatȱAkrotiriȱ
onȱTheraȱhasȱbeenȱgreatlyȱenrichedȱfromȱęndsȱmadeȱduringȱexcavationsȱbetweenȱŗşşşȱ
andȱŘŖŖŗǰȱ inȱpreparationȱforȱ theȱconstructionȱofȱaȱnewȱroofȱoverȱ theȱarchaeologicalȱ
siteǯȱ Importantȱ singleȱperiodȱęllȱdepositsȱwereȱdiscoveredȱ inȱaȱnumberȱofȱ rockȬcutȱ
chambersȱstratięedȱbeneathȱtheȱlaterȱMiddleȱandȱLateȱCycladicȱtownȱǻDoumasȱŘŖŖŞǼǯȱ
Ofȱ relevanceȱ hereȱ areȱ theȱ largeȱ quantitiesȱ ofȱ transportȱ jarsȱ foundȱ inȱ closedȱ EBȱ IIȱ
depositsȱwithinȱtheseȱchambersȱandȱdatingȱtoȱtwoȱseparateȱperiodsȱwithinȱtheȱEBȱIIȱ
sequenceȱatȱAkrotiriǱȱanȱearlyȱphaseȱofȱtheȱȁKerosȱSyrosȂȱcultureȱǻearlyȱECȱIIǼȱandȱtheȱ
lateȱEBȱIIȱKastriȱGroupǯȱ

TheȱęrstȱcollaredȱtransportȱjarsȱappearȱinȱearlyȱEBȱIIȱęllȱdepositsȱatȱAkrotiriǯȱMostȱ
haveȱverticalȱstrapȱhandlesȱandȱtheȱmajorityȱappearsȱtoȱbeȱimportsǰȱincludingȱfabricsȱ
fromȱknownȱ sourcesȱ inȱ bothȱ theȱwesternȱ andȱ centralȱCycladesǰȱ inȱ additionȱ toȱ jarsȱ
withȱaȱdarkȱpaintedȱorȱthickȱwhiteȱtoȱyellowȱslippedȱexteriorǯȱAȱnumberȱofȱjarȱfabricsȱ
andȱsurfaceȱęnishesȱfromȱcontemporaryȱearlyȱEBȱIIȱdepositsȱatȱPorosȬKatsambasȱareȱ
comparableǰȱarguingȱforȱaȱcommonȱoriginȱforȱseveralȱofȱtheȱjarsȱfoundȱatȱtheseȱtwoȱ
sitesǯ

Thereȱareȱnoȱclosedȱdepositsȱyetȱ foundȱatȱAkrotiriȱ thatȱappearȱ toȱbelongȱ toȱ theȱ
developedȱEBȱ IIȱKerosȮSyrosȱceramicȱphaseȱcontemporaryȱwithǰȱ forȱexampleǰȱAyiaȱ
IriniȱPeriodȱIIȱorȱSkarkosȱonȱ Iosȱ ǻWilsonȱŘŖŗřǱȱŚŘŘǰȱ tableȱŗŖǼǯȱTheȱęnalȱphaseȱofȱEBȱ
IIǰȱhoweverǰȱisȱwellȱdocumentedȱinȱtheȱarchaeologicalȱrecordȱatȱAkrotiriǯȱTwoȱofȱtheȱ
richestȱ closedȱdepositsȱofȱ lateȱEBȱ IIȱ ǻKastriȱGroupȱphaseǼȱ atȱAkrotiriȱ ǻWilsonȱŘŖŗřǱȱ
ŚŘŘȮŚŘřǼȱcomeȱfromȱtheȱrockȬcutȱchambersȱinȱPillarȱPitȱŝNȱǻDoumasȱŗşşşaǱȱęgsȱŝřȮŝŜǲȱ
ŗşşşbǱȱŗŞŗȮŗŞŜǰȱplsȱŗŗŞǯ΅Ȯ·ǰȱŗŗşǯ΅ȮΆǼȱandȱPillarȱPitȱřśNȱǻchamberȱŘǼȱǻKariotisȱŘŖŖřǱȱ
ŚŘŖȮŚŘŘǰȱplsȱŗȮŚǰȱŜǼǯȱTheȱdepositȱfromȱPillarȱPitȱřśNȱisȱespeciallyȱlargeȱandȱshowsȱaȱ
markedȱincreaseȱinȱbothȱtheȱnumberȱofȱimportedȱtransportȱjarsȱandȱaȱgreaterȱdiversityȱ
ofȱfabricsȱcomparedȱtoȱtheȱearlyȱEBȱIIȱphaseȱofȱtheȱseĴlementǯ

WhileȱaȱsmallȱportionȱofȱtheȱtransportȱjarsȱfoundȱatȱlateȱEBȱIIȱAkrotiriȱareȱinȱtheȱ
localȱfabricǰȱmostȱareȱimportedȱfromȱaȱnumberȱofȱwestȱAegeanȱsourcesǰȱatȱleastȱsomeȱ
ofȱwhichȱcanȱnowȱbeȱidentięedǯȱTheȱMelianȱbroadȬstreakȱpaintedȱjarsȱstandȱoutȱbothȱ
forȱtheirȱfabricȱandȱdecorativeȱęnishǯȱAlsoȱofȱwesternȱCycladicȱoriginȱareȱjarsȱinȱtheȱ
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distinctiveȱtalcȱwareǯȱThisȱwareȱisȱcommonȱinȱtheȱlateȱEBȱIIȱdepositsȱatȱAkrotiriȱǻcaȱŗŖƖȱ
byȱweightȱofȱPPřśNǰȱChamberȱŘȱdepositǼǰȱasȱitȱisȱatȱAyiaȱIriniǰȱandȱoccursȱinȱaȱnumberȱ
ofȱotherȱ importedȱshapesȱ includingȱcookingȱpotsȱandȱstorageȱ jarsǯȱAlsoȱpresentȱareȱ
jarsȱinȱaȱredǰȱschistȱfabricȱofȱKeianȱoriginǲȱjarsȱofȱbothȱtheȱgraniticȱandȱschistȱfabricsȱ
fromȱNaxosǲȱaȱfabricȱwithȱpurpleȱmetamorphicȱrocksȱfromȱAmorgosȱǻVaughanȱŘŖŖŜǱȱ
şşȮŗŖŗǼǲȱandȱstillȱotherȱfabricsȱofȱyetȱunknownȱprovenanceǯ

Ayia Irini (Kea)

AyiaȱIriniȱonȱKeaȱhasȱoneȱofȱtheȱrichestȱexcavatedȱsequencesȱofȱseĴlementȱdepositsȱinȱ
theȱEBȱwestȱAegeanǰȱcoveringȱtheȱdevelopedȱǻPeriodȱIIǼȱandȱlateȱǻPeriodȱIIIǼȱphasesȱofȱ
EBȱIIȱǻWilsonȱŗşşşǰȱŘŖŗřǼǯȱItsȱgeographicalȱpositionȱatȱtheȱnorthernȱendȱofȱtheȱȁwesternȱ
stringȂȱofȱCycladicȱislandsȱaccountsȱforȱitsȱpivotalȱroleȱinȱlinkingȱtheȱCycladesȱtoȱtheȱ
AĴicȱcoastȱandȱsouthernȱEuboeaǯȱKeaȂsȱcloseȱproximityȱtoȱandȱstrongȱlinksȱwithȱtheȱ
materialȱcultureȱofȱtheȱnearbyȱmainlandȱareȱclearlyȱreĚectedȱinȱitsȱceramicȱassemblageȱ
whichǰȱalthoughȱwithȱsomeȱCycladicȱfeaturesǰȱisȱmostȱcloselyȱalignedȱwithȱEHȱIIȱAĴicaȱ
ǻWilsonȱŗşŞŝǼǯ

TheȱtransportȱjarȱisȱtheȱmostȱcommonȱcoarseȱwareȱshapeȱfoundȱatȱEBȱIIȱAyiaȱIriniȱ
inȱbothȱPeriodsȱIIȱandȱIIIǰȱmakingȱupȱcloseȱtoȱŗŖƖȱofȱtheȱestimatedȱvesselȱnumbersȱ
fromȱallȱexcavatedȱdepositsȱǻşƖȱinȱPeriodȱIIǰȱŞƖȱinȱPeriodȱIIIǲȱWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱşŗǰȱtableȱ
řǯŘǼǯȱUnlikeȱearlierȱPorosȬKatsambasȱorȱAkrotiriȱ inȱ lateȱEBȱIIǰȱmostȱofȱ theȱ transportȱ
jarsȱ foundȱatȱAyiaȱ Iriniȱ appearȱ toȱbeȱ inȱ theȱ localȱ redȬbrownȱwareȱ ǻTable 1ǼǯȱAboutȱ
twoȬthirdsȱofȱ thisȱ largeȱgroupȱofȱ localȱ jarsȱhasȱaȱdistinctiveȱ twoȬstageȱneckȱproęleǰȱ
oftenȱ withȱ anȱ impressedȱ ropeȬbandȱ atȱ theȱ baseȱ ǻWilsonȱ ŗşşşǱȱ IIȮŗşŝȮIIȮŘŖřǼǰȱ andȱ
aȱpairȱofȱplainȱorȱgroovedȱhorizontalȱhandlesȱ atȱ theȱbellyȱofȱ theȱovoidȬshapedȱpotȱ
ǻWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱIIȮŘŗśȮIIȮŘŘŞǼȱǻFigs 2Ȯ3ǼǯȱTheȱtwoȬstageȱneckȱproęleȱmayȱbeȱaȱlargelyȱ
westernȱCycladicȱ featureȱ andȱ isȱ alsoȱ foundȱatȱAyiaȱ Iriniȱ asȱ rareȱ talcȱwareȱ importsǲȱ
theȱ onlyȱ publishedȱmainlandȱ examplesȱ ofȱ thisȱ collarȱ typeȱ comeȱ fromȱAskitarioȱ inȱ
AĴicaȱǻTheocharisȱŗşśřȮŗşśŚǱȱęgsȱŘŖǰȱŘŘǼǯȱHorizontalȱhandlesȱonȱtransportȱjarsȱwithȱ
aȱgroovedȦslashedȱupperȱsurfaceȱareȱaȱcharacteristicȱCycladicȱfeatureǰȱandȱareȱfoundȱ
widelyȱthroughoutȱtheȱwesternȱandȱsouthȬcentralȱCycladesȱinȱaȱnumberȱofȱregionalȱ
EBȱIIȱwaresȱǻeǯgǯȱWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱřŞȮřşǼǯȱWhatȱappearsȱuniqueǰȱhoweverǰȱtoȱmanyȱofȱtheȱ
KeianȱtransportȱjarsȱisȱtheȱadditionȱofȱaȱropeȱbandȱatȱtheȱbaseȱofȱtheȱtwoȬstageȱneckǰȱ
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TableȱŗǯȱEstimatedȱminimumȱnumbersȱofȱtransportȱjarsȱandȱtheirȱrelativeȱwareȱfrequenciesȱinȱPeriodsȱ
II and III

Ayia Irini EB II Transport Jars

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱWares ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱPeriodȱII
ǻdevelopedȱEBȱIIǼ

ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱPeriodȱIII
       (late EB II)

Local
ǻIIǱȱŝřƖȱȦȱIIIǱȱŞŜƖǼ

redȬbrown ŘŞś Řşř

yellowȱslippedȱredȬbrown ŗŚ

Imported
ǻIIǱȱŘŝƖȱȦȱIIIǱȱŗŚƖǼ

talc 7 ş

orangeȬbuěȱcoarse
ǻpaintedȱorȱwhiteȱslippedǼ

ŗŖŚ ŚŖ

Totals ŚŗŖ řŚŘ
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perhapsȱservingȱasȱaȱvisualȱmarkerȱofȱtheirȱKeianȱoriginȱofȱproductionȱǻFig. 3ǼǯȱWhileȱ
rareȱexamplesȱofȱKeianȱredȬbrownȱwareȱtransportȱjarsȱhaveȱbeenȱidentięedȱthroughȱ
petrographicȱǻPEǼȱandȱchemicalȱǻNAAǼȱanalysesȱatȱaȱnumberȱofȱotherȱEBȱIIȱislandȱandȱ
eastȱAĴicȱharbourȱsitesȱǻseeȱfurtherȱbelowǼǰȱwithȱmanyȱmoreȱstillȱunrecognisedȱuntilȱ
thisȱsourceȱofȱmacroscopicallyȱdistinctiveȱfabricsȱbecomesȱbeĴerȱknownǰȱtheseȱKeianȱ
jarsȱappearȱtoȱhaveȱbeenȱmadeȱlargelyȱforȱlocalȱuseȱwithinȱtheȱislandǯ

Aȱveryȱ smallȱ numberȱ ofȱ theȱ localȱ transportȱ jarsȱ inȱPeriodȱ IIȱ haveȱ aȱ yellowȱ slipȱ
overȱ theȱ redȬbrownȱ clayȱ groundǰȱ occasionallyȱwithȱ addedȱ reddishȱ brownȱ paintedȱ
decorationȱǻWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱŚŘȮŚŚǼȱǻFig. 4ǰȱIIȮŘşŚǰȱIIȮŘşŜǼǯȱIncludedȱamongȱtheseȱjarsȱareȱ
examplesȱwithȱhighȱĚaringȱcollarsȱandȱbroadȱstrapȱhandlesǰȱandȱaȱyellowȱtoȱpinkishȱ
yellowȱmonochromeȱslippedȱęnishǲȱbothȱtheȱshapeȱandȱhandleȱtypeȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱlightȱ
slippedȱęnishȱmayȱbeȱtheȱlocalȱKeianȱversionȱofȱimportedȱAĴicȱwhiteȦyellowȱslippedȱ
collaredȱjarsȱdiscussedȱbelowǯ

WhileȱtheȱnumbersȱofȱlocalȱredȬbrownȱtransportȱjarsȱareȱaboutȱtheȱsameȱinȱPeriodsȱ
IIȱandȱIIIȱatȱAyiaȱIriniǰȱtheȱimportsȱdropȱbyȱmoreȱthanȱhalfȱbyȱlateȱEBȱIIǰȱgoingȱfromȱŘŝƖȱ
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Figureȱ Řǯȱ Keianȱ EBȱ IIȱ redȬbrownȱ wareȱ
transport jar (Ayia Irini II�196) with seal 
stampedȱhandleȱandȱneckȱǻcourtesyȱofȱtheȱ
Departmentȱ ofȱ Classicsǰȱ Universityȱ ofȱ
CincinnatiǼ

Figureȱ řǯȱKeianȱEBȱ IIȱ redȬbrownȱwareȱ transportȱ
jarsȱwithȱtwoȬstageȱneckȱandȱstrapȱorȱarchedȱǻplainȱ
orȱgroovedǼȱhandlesȱǻAyiaȱIriniȱPeriodȱIIǼȱǻcourtesyȱ
ofȱ theȱ Departmentȱ ofȱ Classicsǰȱ Universityȱ ofȱ
CincinnatiǼ
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ofȱtheȱjarȱtotalsȱinȱPeriodȱIIȱtoȱonlyȱŗŚƖȱinȱPeriodȱIIIȱǻseeȱTable 1ǼǯȱTheȱnumberȱofȱwaresȱ
inȱwhichȱtheseȱimportedȱjarsȱoccurȱisȱrelativelyȱfewȱinȱbothȱperiodsǰȱmostȱinȱeitherȱsomeȱ
formȱofȱdarkȱpaintedȱorȱwhiteȦyellowȱslippedȱcoarseȱwaresǯȱTheȱformerȱgroupȱhasȱaȱ
varietyȱofȱpaintedȱęnishesȱ ǻWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱ ŞśȮŞŝǼǱȱ eitherȱdarkȬonȬlightȱ ȁbroadȬstreakȂȱ
paintedȱǻFig. 5Ǽȱorȱwithȱanȱoverallȱredȱtoȱdarkȱbrownȱtoȱblackȱmonochromeȱpaintedȱ
surfaceǲȱtheȱhandlesȱareȱofȱtheȱhorizontalȱarchedȱtypeǰȱsomeȱofȱwhichȱhaveȱaȱgroovedȱ
upperȱsurfaceǯȱMostȱofȱtheȱpaintedȱtransportȱjarsȱappearȱtoȱbeȱofȱMelianȱoriginȱbasedȱ
onȱPEȱresultsǲȱtheȱmostȱvisuallyȱcharacteristicȱareȱtheȱbroadȬstreakȱpaintedȱexamplesǯȱ

TheȱsecondȱlargestȱgroupȱofȱimportedȱtransportȱjarsȱatȱAyiaȱIriniȱhasȱaȱmonochromeȱ
whiteȱ toȱyellowǰȱ sometimesȱmoĴledǰȱoverallȱ slipǰȱ aȱhighȱĚaringȱcollarȱorȱ twoȬstageȱ
neckȱproęleǰȱandȱbroadȱtightlyȱarchedȱstrapȱhandlesȱǻseeȱFig. 4ǰȱIIȮŝŝřȮŝŝŚǲȱseeȱalsoȱ
ȁwhiteȱpaintedȱjarsȂǰȱWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱŞŝǼǯȱTheseȱjarsȱhaveȱaȱcharacteristicȱpinkȬtoȬgreyȬtoȬ
blueishȱfabricȱwithȱinclusionsȱrichȱinȱsilverȱmicaǯȱTheyȱareȱoutnumberedȱaboutȱŘǱŗȱinȱ
PeriodȱIIȱbyȱtheȱpaintedȱwareȱexamplesȱdiscussedȱaboveǰȱwhileȱinȱPeriodȱIIIȱtheyȱareȱ

PeterȱMǯȱDayȱandȱDavidȱEǯȱWilson

FigureȱŚǯȱKeianȱǻǵǼȱEBȱIIȱyellowȱslippedȱredȬbrownȱwareȱtransportȱjarȱǻAyiaȱIriniȱIIȮŘşŚǰȱIIȮŘşŜǼǯȱ
AĴicȱEBȱIIȱwhiteȱtoȱyellowȱslippedȱstrapȬhandledȱtransportȱjarsȱǻAyiaȱIriniȱIIȮŝŝřȮŝŝŚǼȱǻcourtesyȱ
ofȱtheȱDepartmentȱofȱClassicsǰȱUniversityȱofȱCincinnatiǼ
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evenȱlessȱfrequentǰȱoutnumberedȱbyȱaȱratioȱofȱaboutȱřǱŗǯȱStrapȬhandledȱtransportȱjarsȱ
withȱhighȱcollarsȱareȱcommonȱonȱtheȱEHȱIIȱmainlandȱinȱBoiotiaǰȱAĴicaȱandȱtheȱArgolidȱ
ǻWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱŞŝǼǲȱtheȱAĴicȱexamplesȱinȱparticularȱoftenȱhaveȱaȱwhiteȱtoȱyellowishȱbuěȱ
overallȱslipȱlikeȱtheȱjarsȱofȱthisȱgroupǯ

Thereȱ areȱ aȱ numberȱ ofȱ orangeȬbuěȱ paintedȱ jarsǰȱ whichȱ haveȱ aȱ distinctiveȱ
sedimentaryȱsandȱfabricǰȱwhoseȱprovenanceȱisȱnotȱyetȱidentięedȱwithȱconędenceǯȱRareȱ
amongȱtheȱjarȱimportsȱareȱexamplesȱinȱtalcȱwareǯȱTheseȱareȱveryȱfragmentaryǲȱsomeȱ
canȱhaveȱaȱrelativelyȱlowȱcollarǰȱoneȱofȱwhichȱhasȱstampedȱcirclesȱonȱtheȱinteriorȱofȱtheȱ
neckȱrimȱǻWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱIIȮśşŝǼǯȱAtȱleastȱoneȱofȱtheȱtalcȱwareȱjarsȱhasȱaȱtwoȬstageȱneckǰȱ
alreadyȱnotedȱwithȱ theȱ localȱKeianȱ examplesǰȱ andȱanȱ incisedȱ chevronȱbandȱonȱ theȱ
shoulderȱǻWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱIIȮśşŞǼǯȱTheseȱtalcȱwareȱjarsȱareȱinȱanȱidenticalȱfabricȱtoȱonesȱ
fromȱAkrotiriȱandȱPorosȬKatsambasǰȱandǰȱthereforeǰȱshareȱtheirȱoriginǯ

EB II west Aegean transport jars: wares and production centres

ExtensiveȱęeldȱstudyȱbyȱtheȱauthorsȱsinceȱŗşşŘȱofȱEBȱpoĴeryȱfromȱexcavatedȱdepositsȱ
atȱseveralȱAegeanȱseĴlementsȱhasȱmadeȱpossibleȱtheȱidentięcationȱofȱnumerousȱwareȱ
groupsȱandȱtheirȱpossibleȦprobableȱprovenanceȱofȱproductionȱbasedȱonȱaȱcombinedȱ
programȱofȱmacroscopicǰȱmicroscopicȱandȱchemicalȱanalysesǯȱOverȱŚŖŖȱsamplesȱhaveȱ

ŘǯȱDawnȱofȱtheȱamphoraǱȱtheȱemergenceȱofȱmaritimeȱtransportȱjarsȱinȱtheȱEarlyȱBronzeȱAgeȱAegeanȱ

FigureȱśǯȱMelianȱEBȱIIȱbroadȬstreakȱpaintedȱtransportȱjarsȱǻAyiaȱIriniȱPeriodȱIIǼȱǻcourtesyȱofȱtheȱ
DepartmentȱofȱClassicsǰȱUniversityȱofȱCincinnatiǼ
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nowȱbeenȱtakenȱfromȱaȱrepresentativeȱandȱdiachronicȱrangeȱofȱEBȱIIȱfabricsȱandȱshapesȱ
includingȱexamplesȱofȱalmostȱŘŖŖȱtransportȱjarsǯȱTheȱsitesȱthatȱhaveȱbeenȱsampledȱbyȱusȱ
areȱlistedȱbelowǰȱincludingȱtheȱsampleȱcontextsǰȱdateȦsȱwithinȱEBȱIIȱandȱanyȱpublishedȱ
referencesȱtoȱtheȱsamplesȱandȦorȱtheirȱcontextsǯȱTheȱauthorsȱhaveȱalsoȱdrawnȱhereȱonȱ
jarsȱincludedȱinȱanȱongoingȱanalyticalȱprogramȱbyȱMenelaouȱandȱDayȱatȱtheȱHeraionȱ
onȱSamosǰȱinȱadditionȱtoȱcomparativeȱsampledȱfabricsȱalreadyȱpublishedȱfromȱEBȱIIȱ
levelsȱatȱMarkianiȱǻVaughanȱŘŖŖŜǼǰȱPhylakopiȱǻWilliamsȱǭȱVaughanȱŘŖŖŝǼǰȱKavosȱonȱ
KerosȱǻHilditchȱŘŖŖŝǼȱandȱtheȱisletȱofȱDhaskalioȱadjacentȱtoȱKerosȱǻHilditchȱŘŖŗřǼǯ
Ȋȱ Ayiaȱ Iriniȱ ǻKeaǼǱȱ Śŗȱ transportȱ jarsȱ sampledȱ fromȱ Periodȱ IIȱ andȱ IIIȱ depositsȱ
ǻdevelopedȱtoȱlateȱEBȱIIǼǲȱinitialȱsamplingȱbyȱVaughanȱandȱWilsonȱǻWilsonȱŗşşşȱ
forȱsampleȱlistȱandȱbriefȱcommentǼǰȱsupplementedȱbyȱfurtherȱsamplingȱbyȱDayȱ
andȱWilson

ȊȱPhylakopiȱǻMelosǼǱȱřŚȱtransportȱ jarsȱsampledȱbyȱDayȱandȱWilsonȱfromȱearlyȱtoȱ
developedȱEBȱ IIȱ levelsȱ ǻPhaseȱAŘǼȱ inȱ Trenchȱ̓ȮCȱ ǻRenfrewȱǭȱEvansȱ ŘŖŖŝȱ forȱ
contextsǲȱWilliamsȱǭȱVaughanȱŘŖŖŝȱforȱPhylakopiȱEBȱfabricȱgroupsǼ

ȊȱAkrotiriȱǻTheraǼǱȱŚŖȱtransportȱjarsȱsampledȱbyȱDayȱandȱWilsonȱfromȱaȱdiachronicȱ
rangeȱ ofȱ EBȱ IȮIIȱ depositsȱ foundȱ inȱ theȱ ŗşşşȮŘŖŖŗȱ pillarȱ pitȱ excavationsȱ ǻforȱ
contextsȱseeȱDoumasȱŘŖŖŞǼȱ

ȊȱPanormosȱǻNaxosǼǱȱŘŘȱtransportȱjarsȱsampledȱǻofȱaȱtotalȱofȱŝŞȱatȱtheȱsiteǼȱbyȱDayȱandȱ
KilikoglouȱfromȱtheȱlateȱEBȱIIȱȁKastriȱGroupȂȱfortięedȱstorageȱareaȱǻAngelopoulouȱ
ŘŖŖŞǰȱŘŖŗŚȱforȱcontextsǼǯ

ȊȱPorosȬKatsambasȱǻCreteǼǱȱśŖȱtransportȱjarsȱsampledȱbyȱDayȱandȱWilsonȱfromȱearlyȱ
EMȱIIAȱlevelsȱofȱtheȱharbourȱseĴlementȱǻWilsonȱet alǯȱŘŖŖŚǱȱŝŗȮŝŘǼȱforȱcontextsȱ
andȱsummaryȱofȱimportsǼ

ȊȱKnossosȱǻCreteǼǱȱeightȱ transportȱ jarsȱsampledȱbyȱDayȱandȱWilsonȱfromȱEMȱIIAȱ
depositsȱbeneathȱandȱinȱtheȱvicinityȱofȱtheȱlaterȱpalaceȱǻWilsonȱet alǯȱŘŖŖŚǱȱŝŗȮŝŘǰȱ
forȱpreliminaryȱdiscussionǼǯ
MuchȱofȱthisȱmaterialȱhasȱalsoȱbeenȱanalysedȱbyȱNAAȱǻKilikoglouȱandȱcoȬworkersȱ

atȱDemokritosǼȱandȱitȱisȱnowȱpossibleȱtoȱidentifyȱaȱnumberȱofȱcharacteristicȱtransportȱ
jarȱgroupsȱbasedȱonȱtheȱanalysesȱofȱtheirȱfabricsȱandȱwareȱcharacteristicsǰȱandȱtoȱmakeȱ
suggestionsȱaboutȱtheirȱprovenanceȱandȱdistributionǯȱThereȱfollowsȱanȱaccountȱofȱourȱ
mainȱrecognisedȱjarȱgroupsȱinȱthisȱcontinuingȱinvestigationǯȱȱ

Keian red-brown ware (see Figs 2�4)

AlmostȱthreeȬquartersȱofȱtheȱpoĴeryȱfoundȱatȱEBȱIIȱAyiaȱIriniȱinȱbothȱPeriodsȱIIȱandȱ
IIIȱoccursȱinȱtheȱlocalȱęneȱtoȱcoarseȱredȬbrownȱmicaceousȱmetamorphicȱfabricȱǻWilsonȱ
ŗşşşǱȱŘŚǼǰȱincludingȱaȱlargeȱnumberȱofȱcollaredȱtransportȱjarsȱǻsummarisedȱinȱpreviousȱ
sectionsǼǯȱExportsȱofȱKeianȱtransportȱjarsȱhaveȱnowȱbeenȱidentięedȱbyȱanalysisȱatȱnoȱ
lessȱthanȱfourȱislandȱcentresǱ
ȊȱPhylakopiȱǻMelosǼǱȱjarȱbaseȱfragmentȱǻƽȱPHYȱşŝȦŜŞǼǲȱPhaseȱAŘȱcontextȱinȱTrenchȱ
̓ȮCȱǻdevelopedȱEBȱIIǼ

ȊȱAkrotiriȱǻTheraǼǱȱtwoȱgrooveȬhandledȱtransportȱjarsȱǻƽAKRȱŖřȦŗŘśǰȱŗřŗǼǲȱlateȱECȱIIȱ
ȁKastriȱGroupȂȱcontextȱǻPillarȱPitȱřśNȮChamberȱŘǼ

ȊȱPorosȬKatsambasȱǻCreteǼǱȱjarȱbodyȱǻPORȱşŝȦřśǼȱandȱjarȱwithȱtwoȬstageȱneckȱǻPORȱ
şŝȦŘşǼǲȱearlyȱEMȱIIAȱcontexts

ȊȱHeraionȱǻSamosǼǱȱtwoȱcollaredȱjarsȱinȱlateȱEBȱIIȱcontextsǯ

PeterȱMǯȱDayȱandȱDavidȱEǯȱWilson
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AĴicȱwhiteȱslippedȱwareȱǻseeȱFigǯȱŚǼ

Thisȱisȱaȱdistinctiveȱtypeȱofȱcollaredȱjarǰȱexamplesȱofȱwhichȱweȱhaveȱbeenȱidentifyingȱ
overȱtheȱpastȱŘŖȱyearsȱofȱresearchǯȱAlthoughȱitȱwasȱclearȱthatȱtheseȱvesselsȱfoundȱatȱ
aȱvarietyȱofȱlocationsȱinȱtheȱCycladesȱandȱCreteȱsharedȱaȱcommonȱsourceǰȱitȱwasȱnotȱ
possibleȱtoȱsuggestȱtheirȱlocationȱofȱproductionȱuntilȱrecentlyǯ

Theȱ jarsȱofȱ thisȱgroupȱhaveȱanȱorangeȬbuěǰȱ semiȬcoarseȱ fabricǰȱwithȱmicaȱ schistȱ
andȱ limestoneȱ inclusionsǰȱ andȱ someȱ evidenceȱ ofȱ metamorphismȱ ofȱ theȱ carbonateȱ
fragmentsǯȱTheyȱnormallyȱhaveȱaȱmonochromeȱwhiteȱtoȱyellowǰȱsometimesȱmoĴledǰȱ
slippedȱsurfaceȱęnishǰȱandȱcompareȱcloselyȱwithȱnumerousȱAĴicȱexamplesȱatȱbothȱtheȱ
macroscopicȱandȱmicroscopicȱlevelǯȱInȱcontrastȱtoȱtheȱMelianȱdarkȱpaintedȱjarsǰȱtheyȱ
haveȱaȱhighȱĚaringȱcollarȱorȱtwoȬstageȱneckȱproęleǰȱandȱbroadǰȱtightlyȬarchedȱstrapȱ
handlesǯȱPEȱanalysisȱofȱEBȱIIȱexamplesȱfromȱKoropiǰȱAĴicaȱshowsȱaȱcloseȱresemblanceȱ
betweenȱtheȱlocalȱcoarseȱfabricȱofȱthisȱsiteȱandȱtheȱwhiteȱslippedȱtransportȱjarȱfabricǯȱInȱ
termsȱofȱshapeǰȱstrapȬhandledȱtransportȱjarsȱwithȱhighȱcollarsȱhaveȱaȱwideȱdistributionȱ
inȱEHȱIIȱcontextsȱinȱAĴicaǰȱBoiotiaȱandȱtheȱArgolidȱǻWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱŞŝǼǯȱAtȱLernaȱIIIǰȱforȱ
exampleǰȱthisȱjarȱtypeȱoccursȱinȱearlyȱtoȱdevelopedȱbutȱnotȱlateȱEHȱIIȱcontextsȱǻphasesȱ
AȮCǼȱǻWienckeȱŘŖŖŖǱȱśŜŚǰȱęgǯȱIIǯŞŜǰȱtableȱŗŜaȱforȱjarȱtypeȱśǼǲȱtheȱgenerallyȱearlierȱEBȱIIȱ
contextsȱofȱthisȱjarȱtypeȱinȱtheȱwestȱAegeanȱareȱsupportedȱbyȱtheȱevidenceȱfromȱAyiaȱ
IriniȱǻseeȱaboveǼǯ

InȱadditionȱtoȱpetrographicȱanalysisȱlinkingȱtheȱKoropiȱcoarseȱfabricsȱtoȱatȱleastȱsomeȱ
ofȱtheȱjarȱimportsȱlistedȱbelowǰȱmacroscopicȱstudyȱofȱwhiteȱslippedȱjarsȱfromȱaȱnumberȱ
ofȱEBȱIIȱAĴicȱsitesȱinȱtheȱAmericanȱǻASCSǼȱandȱBritishȱSchoolȱǻBSAǼȱsherdȱreferenceȱ
collectionsȱsuggestsȱaȱcloseȱresemblanceȱinȱfabricǰȱsurfaceȱęnishȱandȱshapeǱȱŗǼȱSpataȱ
ǻHopeȱ SimpsonȱǭȱDickinsonȱ ŗşŝşǱȱ ŘŗśȮŘŗŜǰȱ FŚŘǼǱȱASCSȱAntiquitiesȱCollectionȱ ǻAȮ
ŖŚŗǼǱȱsurfaceȱsherdsȱfromȱtransportȱjarsǲȱŘǼȱRaphinaȱǻHopeȱSimpsonȱǭȱDickinsonȱŗşŝşǱȱ
ŘŗŝǰȱFŚśǼǱȱASCSȱAntiquitiesȱCollectionȱ ǻAȮŖŚŘǼǱȱ surfaceȱsherdsȱ fromȱ jarsǲȱexcavatedȱ
seĴlementȱęndsȱbelongȱtoȱtheȱdevelopedȱandȱlateȱphasesȱofȱEHȱIIȱǻTheocharesȱŗşśŘǼǲȱřǼȱ
AskitarioȱǻHopeȱSimpsonȱǭȱDickinsonȱŗşŝşǱȱŘŗŝǰȱFŚŜǼǱȱBSAȱMuseumȱsherdȱcollectionȱ
ǻforȱ theȱdevelopedȱEHȱIIȱseĴlementȱseeȱTheocharisȱŗşśŘǼǲȱandȱŚǼȱNeaȱMakriȱ ǻHopeȱ
SimpsonȱǭȱDickinsonȱŗşŝşǱȱŘŗŞǰȱFŚŞǼǱȱASCSȱAntiquitiesȱCollectionȱǻAȮŖŚşǼǯȱ

BelowȱareȱthoseȱEBȱIIȱsitesȱinȱtheȱCycladesȱandȱCreteȱwhereȱtransportȱjarsȱinȱwhiteȱ
slippedȱwareȱwithȱaȱpossibleȱAĴicȱprovenanceȱhaveȱbeenȱ identięedȱbyȱ theȱauthorsȱ
throughȱpetrographyȱorȱmacroscopicȱexaminationǱ
ȊȱAyiaȱ Iriniȱ ǻKeaǼȱ ǻWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱŞŚȮŞŞǰȱŗřŞȮŗŚŖǼǱȱ samplesȱofȱ jarȱ collarsȱandȱbodyȱ
sherdsȱǻƽȱAIȱŞŞȦŘŚȬŘŜǲȱşŝȦŚşȬśŖǰȱŜŞȱƽȱWilsonȱŗşşşǰȱjarsȱIIȮŝŝŜǰȱŝŝřǰȱIIIȮśŖŖǼǲȱPeriodȱ
IIȮIIIȱcontexts

ȊȱPhylakopiȱǻMelosǼǱȱthreeȱjarȱbodyȱsherdsȱǻƽȱPHYȱşŝȦŜǰȱśřǰȱśśǼǲȱPhaseȱAŘǰȱdevelopedȱ
ECȱIIȱcontext

ȊȱAkrotiriȱ ǻTheraǼǱȱ jarȱ collarȱandȱstrapȱhandleȱ ǻƽȱAKRȱŖřȦśşǰȱ ŜşǼȱ fromȱ lateȱECȱ IIȱ
context

ȊȱPorosȬKatsambasȱǻCreteǼǱȱcollarǰȱstrapȱhandleȱandȱbodyȱsamplesȱǻƽȱPORȱşŜȦŗśǰȱŘŖǰȱ
ŘśǲȱşŝȦşȮŗŖǰȱŘśǰȱśŚǼǲȱearlyȱEMȱIIAȱcontexts

ȊȱKnossosȱǻCreteǼǱȱjarȱbodyȱǻƽȱKNȱşŚȦŗŝŞǼǲȱlateȱEMȱIIAȱcontext
ȊȱAghiaȱTriadhaȱCaveȱinȱsouthernȱEuboeaȱǻMavridisȱǭȱTankosićȱŘŖŖşǱȱśŚǰȱęgǯȱśǰȱnoǯȱ
ŚǲȱŘŖŗŜǼǯȱAȱcompleteȱunpublishedȱexampleȱofȱsuchȱaȱjarȱisȱdeęnitelyȱofȱtheȱfabricȱ
thatȱweȱdiscussȱhereǯ

ŘǯȱDawnȱofȱtheȱamphoraǱȱtheȱemergenceȱofȱmaritimeȱtransportȱjarsȱinȱtheȱEarlyȱBronzeȱAgeȱAegeanȱ
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Talc ware

ThisȱhighlyȱcharacteristicȱwareȱisȱeasilyȱidentięableǰȱdueȱtoȱitsȱsoapyǰȱtalcȬlikeȱsurfaceȱ
ęnishǲȱitȱappearsȱtoȱbeȱmostȱcommonȱinȱtheȱlateȱEBȱIIȱKastriȱGroupȱphaseȱasȱevidencedȱ
forȱexampleȱatȱAyiaȱIriniȱǻPeriodȱIIIǼȱandȱlateȱEBȱIIȱAkrotiriǲȱitsȱappearanceȱbyȱearlyȱ
EBȱIIǰȱhoweverǰȱisȱshownȱbyȱtheȱjarȱimportsȱinȱthisȱwareȱfoundȱatȱPorosȬKatsambasǯȱ

TalcȱwareȱhasȱaȱveryȱbroadȱdistributionȱinȱtheȱEBȱIIȱAegeanǰȱandȱhasȱbeenȱidentięedȱ
asȱfarȱnorthȱasȱAĴicaǰȱsouthernȱEuboeaȱandȱSkyrosǰȱandȱsouthȱandȱeastȱthroughȱtheȱ
CycladesȱtoȱtheȱnorthȱcoastȱofȱcentralȱCreteǯȱLargeȱquantitiesȱofȱtalcȱwareȱhaveȱbeenȱ
foundȱinȱEBȱIIȱseĴlementȱcontextsȱatȱPalamariȱonȱSkyrosȱǻParlamaȱŗşŞŚǱȱşŘǰȱřŘŗǰȱnǯȱŘŜǼǯȱ
Theȱonlyȱmainlandȱsiteȱtoȱdateȱwithȱreportedȱęndsȱofȱtalcȱwareǰȱandȱtheseȱinȱveryȱsmallȱ
numbersǰȱisȱthatȱofȱThorikosȬLaurionȱonȱtheȱsoutheastȱAĴicȱcoastȱǻVaughanȱǭȱWilsonȱ
ŗşşřǱȱŗŝŚǰȱnǯȱŚŘǲȱSpitaelsȱŗşŞŚǱȱŗŜŜȮŗŝŗǲȱNazouȱŘŖŗŚǱȱŘŗŚǰȱŘŘřȮŘŘŚǰȱŘŘŞǰȱŘřŖǰȱŘŚŖȮŘŚŗǰȱ
ŘŚśȮŘŚŜǰȱŘśŘǼǯȱInȱsouthernȱEuboeaǰȱaȱsingleȱpossibleȱsherdȱhasȱbeenȱpublishedȱfromȱ
surfaceȱęndsȱatȱAyiaȱParaskeviȱEastȱonȱtheȱPaximadhiȱpeninsulaȱǻCullenȱet alǯȱŘŖŗřǱȱ
ŚşǰȱŜŚǰȱŝŚǰȱŗŖśǼǯȱInȱtheȱwesternȱCycladesȱtalcȱwareȱhasȱbeenȱfoundȱinȱquantityȱatȱAyiaȱ
IriniȱonȱKeaȱandȱatȱnumerousȱsitesȱonȱbothȱSiphnosȱandȱMelosǯȱOnȱSiphnosȱtheȱwareȱ
hasȱbeenȱ identięedȱatȱAyiosȱSostisȱ inȱ theȱmineȱdepositsǰȱ andȱasȱ surfaceȱęndsȱ fromȱ
Akrotirakiǰȱ Ayiosȱ Andreasȱ andȱ Platiȱ Yalosȱ ǻVaughanȱ ǭȱWilsonȱ ŗşşřǱȱ ŗŝŘȮŗŝřǰȱ plǯȱ
ŗşǯaȮbǲȱRenfrewȱŘŖŖśǲȱPapadopoulouȱŘŖŗŗǱȱŗśŖǼǰȱonȱMelosȱinȱstratięedȱECȱIIȱcontextsȱ
atȱ Phylakopiȱ andȱ atȱ aȱminimumȱofȱ tenȱ otherȱ sitesȱ onȱ theȱ islandȱ inȱ surfaceȱ surveyȱ
ǻVaughanȱǭȱWilsonȱŗşşřǱȱŗŝřǼǯ

InȱtheȱcentralȱCycladesǰȱveryȱrareȱimportsȱofȱtalcȱwareȱwereȱfoundȱonȱNaxosȱinȱtheȱ
ZasȱCaveȱandȱatȱtheȱlateȱECȱIIȱseĴlementȱofȱPanormosȱǻVaughanȱǭȱWilsonȱŗşşřǱȱŗŝŚǲȱ
AngelopoulouȱŘŖŖŞǱȱŗśŗǼǯȱAtȱDhaskaleioȱKavosȱonȱKerosǰȱthereȱareȱonlyȱrareȱexamplesȱ
amongȱtheȱlargeȱnumberȱofȱimportsȱinȱECȱIIȱǻBroodbankȱŘŖŖŝǱȱŗŘŜȮŗŘŝǲȱHilditchȱŘŖŖŝǱȱ
ŘŚŗǰȱŘŚŝǲȱŘŖŗřǱȱŚŝŚǼǲȱtalcȱwareȱisȱevenȱscarcerȱatȱMarkianiȱonȱAmorgosȱǻWhitelawȱŘŖŖŜǱȱ
ŘŘǼǯȱInȱtheȱsoutheastȱCycladesǰȱlargeȱquantitiesȱofȱtalcȱwareȱwereȱfoundȱatȱAkrotiriȱonȱ
Theraǰȱmostȱofȱitȱ inȱlateȱECȱIIȱKastriȱGroupȱcontextsǯȱMostȱofȱtheȱAkrotiriȱtalcȱwareȱ
isȱ comprisedȱ ofȱ deepȱ bowlsȦopenȱ jarsǰȱ bakingȱplatesȱ andȱ otherȱ cookingȱ vesselsǰȱ asȱ
wellȱasȱtransportȱ jarsǲȱthereȱisȱnotȱtheȱvarietyȱinȱeitherȱshapesȱorȱdecorationȱseenȱinȱ
contemporaryȱwesternȱCycladicȱcontextsǯȱ

BelowȱareȱthoseȱsitesȱinȱtheȱCycladesȱandȱCreteȱfromȱwhichȱEBȱIIȱtalcȱwareȱtransportȱ
jarsȱhaveȱbeenȱsampledȱbyȱtheȱauthorsǱ
ȊȱAyiaȱ Iriniȱ ǻKeaǼǱȱ jarȱwithȱ twoȬstageȱ neckȱ andȱ impressedȱ chevronȱ bandȱ onȱ theȱ
shoulderǲȱearlyȱPeriodȱIIȱcontextȱǻAIȱŞŞȦŗŘȱƽȱWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱIIȮŜŖŗǰȱŝŗǰȱplǯȱŜŜǼ

ȊȱPhylakopiȱǻMelosǼǱȱjarȱhandleȱǻƽȱPHYȱşŝȦŘřǼǲȱPhaseȱAŘǰȱdevelopedȱECȱIIȱcontext
ȊȱAkrotiriȱ ǻTheraǼǱȱ jarȱwithȱ twoȬstageȱneckȱǻƽȱAKRȱŖřȦŝǼǲȱ lateȱECȱIIȱKastriȱGroupȱ
context

ȊȱPanormosȱǻNaxosǼǱȱjarȱPANȱŖřȦŘŞǲȱlateȱECȱIIȱKastriȱGroupȱcontext
ȊȱPorosȬKatsambasȱǻCreteǼǱȱoverȱaȱdozenȱfragmentsȱofȱ transportȱ jarsȱ inȱ thisȱwareȱ
fromȱtheȱearlyȱEMȱIIAȱlevelsǰȱincludingȱsampledȱjarsȱPORȱşŜȦŗŝȮŗş

ȊȱKnossosȱǻCreteǼǱȱtwoȱjarsȱwereȱfoundȱinȱearlyȱandȱlateȱEMȱIIAȱdepositsǰȱincludingȱ
sampleȱPŞŝȦAǯ

Melian dark painted (including �broad-streak painted�) (see Fig. 5)

Melianȱdarkȱpaintedȱ jarsȱhaveȱ anȱorangeȬbuěȱ coarseȱ fabricȱwithȱ reducedȱ coreȱ andȱ
darkȱ monochromeȱ andȦorȱ broadȬstreakȱ paintedȱ exteriorǰȱ groovedȱ archedȱ handlesȱ

PeterȱMǯȱDayȱandȱDavidȱEǯȱWilson
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atȱ theȱbellyȱandȱaȱ relativelyȱ lowȱĚaringȱcollarǯȱTheȱbroadȬstreakȱpaintedȱexamplesǰȱ
inȱ particularǰȱ standȱ outȱwithȱ theirȱ distinctiveȱ decorationǰȱwhileȱ atȱ theȱmicroscopicȱ
levelȱtheirȱvolcanicȱglassȱinclusionsȱindicateȱaȱMelianȱoriginǯȱTheyȱareȱfoundȱwidelyȱ
distributedȱthroughoutȱtheȱCycladesǱȱonȱMelosȱitselfȱincludingȱPhylakopiȱǻRenfrewȱǭȱ
EvansȱŘŖŖŝǱȱŗŚŜǰȱplǯŗŝǯdǼǰȱatȱAyiaȱIriniȱonȱKeaǰȱAkrotiriȱonȱTheraȱandȱSkarkosȱonȱIosȱ
ǻMarthariȱŘŖŖŞǱȱŝśǰȱŝşǰȱęgǯȱşǯŗŗǼǲȱadditionalȱexportsȱhaveȱbeenȱidentięedȱonȱtheȱnorthȱ
coastȱofȱCreteȱatȱPorosȬKatsambasȱǻWilsonȱet alǯȱŘŖŖŚǱȱŝŗǰȱęgǯȱŚǯŘǰȱkǼǰȱKnossosȱǻWilsonȱ
ŗşŞśǱȱPŚŜşǰȱplǯȱśŞǼȱandȱMaliaǯ
ȊȱAyiaȱIriniȱǻKeaǼǱȱsixȱjarȱsamplesȱǻƽȱAIȱşŝȦřŚȮřŜǰȱŜşȮŝŖǰȱŝŜȱƽȱWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱIIȮŝŜŞǰȱŝŜřǰȱ
ŝŜŗǰȱśŖŗǰȱŝśŗǰȱśŖŘǼǲȱPeriodȱIIȱǻdevelopedȱEBȱIIǼȱcontexts

ȊȱPhylakopiȱǻMelosǼǱȱŗŘȱjarȱsamplesȱǻƽȱPHYȱşŝȦŚŗȮŚŝǰȱŚşȮśŗǰȱśŚǰȱśŞǼǲȱdevelopedȱECȱ
IIȱcontexts

ȊȱAkrotiriȱǻTheraǼǱȱthreeȱjarȱsamplesȱǻƽȱAKRȱŖřȦŗŗŖȮŗŗŗǰȱŗŚŖǼǲȱlateȱECȱIIȱKastriȱGroupȱ
contexts

ȊȱPorosȬKatsambasȱǻCreteǼǱȱęveȱjarȱsamplesȱǻƽȱPORȱşŜȦŘŞǰȱřŖǲȱşŝȦŗȱȮȱřǼǲȱearlyȱEMȱIIAȱ
contexts

ȊȱKnossosȱǻCreteǼǱȱfourȱjarȱsamplesȱǻƽȱKNȱşŘȦřŖŚǰȱşŚȦŗŝşȮŗŞŗǼǰȱearlyȱtoȱlateȱEMȱIIAȱ
contexts

ȊȱMaliaȱǻCreteǼǱȱtwoȱjarȱsamplesȱǻƽȱMALȱşřȦřŗǰȱşřȦřřǼ

Naxos

Fabricsȱoriginatingȱonȱ theȱ islandȱofȱNaxosȱoftenȱhaveȱaȱdeepȱ redȱ colourȱ andȱ largeȱ
quantitiesȱofȱdistinctiveȱaplasticȱinclusionsǯȱAtȱleastȱtwoȱNaxianȱjarȱfabricsȱhaveȱbeenȱ
identięedǰȱcharacterisedȱbyȱgraniticȱorȱmetamorphicȱrocksȱwithȱgreenȱamphiboleȱǻseeȱ
aboveǼǯȱ Bothȱ ofȱ theseȱ fabricsȱ haveȱ beenȱ identięedȱ petrographicallyȱ inȱ collaredȱ jarsȱ
fromȱPanormosǯȱWhileȱimportedȱcookingȱvesselsȱfromȱneigbouringȱNaxosȱareȱpresentȱ
inȱquantityȱinȱmostȱphasesȱofȱAkrotiriȱǻTheraǼȱofȱtheȱEBȱandȱlaterȱǻRoumpouȱet alǯȱŘŖŗřǱȱ
ŚŗȮŚŘǼǰȱtheȱcollaredȱjarsȱfromȱNaxosȱareȱrestrictedȱtoȱEBȱIIȱcontextsǯ

TheȱimportationȱofȱEBȱIIȱtransportȱjarsȱfromȱNaxosȱhasȱbeenȱrecordedȱatȱAyiaȱIriniȱ
onȱKeaǰȱAkrotiriȱonȱTheraȱandȱPorosȬKatsambasǰȱKnossosȱandȱMaliaȱonȱCreteǯ

Thera

InȱrecentȱyearsǰȱwithȱtheȱpetrographicȱanalysisȱofȱaȱwideȱrangeȱofȱpoĴeryȱofȱtheȱEarlyȱ
andȱMiddleȱBronzeȱAgeȱfromȱAkrotiriȱonȱTheraȱǻeǯgǯȱHilditchȱŘŖŖŞǼǰȱaȱmoreȱconędentȱ
distinctionȱ betweenȱ theȱproductsȱ ofȱ Theraȱ andȱMelosȱ hasȱ beenȱpossibleǯȱAlthoughȱ
theȱtwoȱislandsȱshareȱmanyȱgeologicalȱcharacteristicsǰȱtheȱrawȱmaterialȱchoicesȱmadeȱ
byȱtheȱpoĴersȱonȱtheȱtwoȱislandsȱandȱtheirȱmanipulationȱofȱthoseȱmaterialsȱdiěeredǯȱ
ThisȱhasȱbeenȱdetailedȱrecentlyȱinȱtheȱcomparisonȱofȱpoĴeryȱofȱPhaseȱAȱofȱtheȱMiddleȱ
BronzeȱAgeȱwithȱ thoseȱofȱ theȱ earlierȱECȱ IIȱ lateȱphaseȱatȱAkrotiriȱ onȱTheraȱ ǻDayȱǭȱ
MüllerȱŘŖŗŜǼǯȱOnȱtheȱbasisȱofȱthisǰȱTheranȱtransportȱjarsȱhaveȱbeenȱidentięedȱatȱbothȱ
AkrotiriȱonȱTheraȱandȱPorosȬKatsambasȱonȱCreteǯ

Amorgos

AȱcharacteristicȱfabricȱwithȱpurpleȦblueȱinclusionsȱhasȱbeenȱdescribedȱfromȱMarkianiȱ
ǻVaughanȱŘŖŖŜǱȱşşȮŗŖŗǼȱandȱfurtherȱdiscussedȱbyȱHilditchȱǻŘŖŖŝǱȱŘřŞȮŘŚŘǰȱŘŚŝǲȱŘŖŗřǱȱ
ŚŝŗȮŝŘǲȱŘŖŗśǱȱŘŘŖȮŘŘŗǰȱŘŘŞǼǯȱAmorgianȱjarsȱdatedȱtoȱEBȱIIȱhaveȱbeenȱrecordedȱfromǱȱ
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AkrotiriȱonȱTheraǰȱPanormosȱonȱNaxosȱandȱtheȱHeraionȱonȱSamosǯ

Ios/Seriphos

AȱjarȱwithȱgarnetȬbearingȱschistȱandȱpyroxeneȱfoundȱatȱPorosȬKatsambasȱǻPORȱşŜȦřǼȱ
isȱ similarȱ toȱ thatȱ demonstratedȱbyȱHilditchȱ toȱmostȱ likelyȱ beȱ fromȱ Iosȱ orȱ Seriphosȱ
ǻHilditchȱŘŖŖŝǱȱŘřşǰȱŘśŗǼǯ

Asȱmentionedȱaboveǰȱthisȱlistȱofȱproductionȱlocationsȱforȱtheȱtransportȱ jarsȱisȱbyȱ
noȱmeansȱ exhaustiveǯȱ Inȱ partȱ itȱ indicatesȱ theȱ stateȱ ofȱ theȱ artȱ asȱ analysesȱ continueǯȱ
HoweverǰȱtheȱcommonȱnatureȱandȱgeographicalȱreachȱofȱsomeȱsourcesǰȱsuchȱasȱMelianȱ
andȱAĴicȱ jarsǰȱhaveȱsomethingȱ toȱ teachȱusǰȱwhileȱ theȱchronologicalȱpaĴernsȱwithinȱ
theȱEBȱperiodȱalsoȱseemȱmeaningfulȱinȱtheȱcaseȱofǰȱforȱexampleǰȱtalcȱwareǯȱItȱshouldȱ
beȱnotedȱthatǰȱasȱstatedȱaboveǰȱthereȱareȱalsoȱaȱnumberȱofȱcommonlyȱfoundȱfabricsȱforȱ
whomȱweȱcannotȱyetȱsuggestȱaȱhomeǯ

Transport jars in the EB II Aegean: chronology, function and social 
practice

Transportȱ jarsȱappearȱtoȱbeȱlargelyȱorȱwhollyȱrestrictedȱtoȱEBȱIIǰȱaȱperiodȱgenerallyȱ
recognisedȱasȱoneȱofȱ ȁinternationalismȂȱinȱtheȱAegeanȱworldȱǻBroodbankȱŘŖŖŖǱȱŘŝşȮ
ŘŞŝǼǯȱ Thereȱ areǰȱ howeverǰȱ signięcantȱ diachronicȱ diěerencesȱ inȱ theȱ distributionȱ ofȱ
variousȱ transportȱ jarȱ typesȱ withinȱ thisȱ periodǯȱ Theirȱ broadestȱ geographicalȱ extentȱ
occursȱinȱtheȱearlyȱandȱmatureȱphasesȱofȱEBȱIIǰȱcoveringȱanȱareaȱfromȱtheȱnorthȱcoastȱofȱ
CreteȱatȱtheȱsouthernmostȱlimitȱandȱthenȱnorthȱthroughȱtheȱCycladesȱtoȱtheȱmainlandȱ
andȱtheȱGulfȱofȱEuboeaǯȱByȱlateȱEBȱIIȱǻLeĤandiȱIȦKastriȱGroupȱphaseǼǰȱhoweverǰȱCreteȱ
appearsȱ toȱ fallȱoutȱofȱ thisȱnetworkǰȱatȱ leastȱ inȱ termsȱofȱ theȱ importȱofȱoěȬislandȱ jarsȱ
ǻWilsonȱet alǯȱŘŖŖŞǱȱŘŜşȮŘŝŖǼǰȱwhileȱotherȱareasȱsuchȱasȱtheȱeastȱAegeanȱcontinueȱtoȱ
receiveȱtransportȱjarsȱfromȱAĴicaȱandȱtheȱCycladesǯȱInȱtheȱfollowingȱEBȱIIIǰȱaȱtimeȱofȱ
relativeȱisolationismȱandȱbreakdownȱinȱinterregionalȱcontactsȱwithinȱtheȱAegeanǰȱtheȱ
movementȱofȱtransportȱjarsȱappearsȱlargelyȱtoȱceaseȱuntilȱrenewedȱcontactsȱbetweenȱ
CreteǰȱtheȱwestȱAegeanȱislandsȱandȱmainlandȱinȱtheȱearlyȱMiddleȱBronzeȱAgeȱǻMBAǼǯȱ
TheȱrenewalȱofȱmovementȱofȱtransportȱjarsȱbeginningȱinȱtheȱMBAȱmayȱwellȱhaveȱbeenȱ
initiatedȱbyȱtheȱemergenceȱofȱProtopalatialȱcentresȱonȱCreteȱcontemporaryȱwithȱtheȱ
reȬestablishmentȱofȱislandȱexchangeȱcentresȱsuchȱasȱAkrotiriǰȱPhylakopiȱandȱAyiaȱIriniȱ
ǻBroodbankȱŘŖŖŖǱȱřśŖǑřŜŗǲȱKnappeĴȱǭȱNikolakopoulouȱŘŖŗŚǱȱřŖǼǯ

Certainlyȱ ourȱ pictureȱ ofȱ theȱ geographicalȱ andȱ chronologicalȱ paĴernsȱ ofȱ EBȱ IIȱ
transportȱjarsȱwillȱchangeȱasȱspecięcȱjarȱfabricsȱacrossȱtheȱAegeanȱbecomeȱmoreȱwidelyȱ
recognisedȱandȱpublishedǯȱForȱexampleǰȱongoingȱanalysesȱofȱtransportȱjarsȱinȱtheȱEBȱIIȱ
phaseȱatȱtheȱHeraionȱonȱSamosȱnowȱshowȱvesselsȱbeingȱimportedȱfromȱasȱfarȱaęeldȱasȱ
AmorgosǰȱKeaȱandȱAĴicaǯȱWhatȱtheȱcurrentȱevidenceȱalreadyȱclearlyȱshowsǰȱhoweverǰȱ
isȱ theȱbeginningȱofȱ theȱ transportȱ jarȱ inȱEBȱ IIǲȱ itsȱ abilityȱ toȱ revealȱgeographicalȱ andȱ
chronologicalȱvariabilityȱinȱthatȱtimeȱofȱchangeǲȱandȱthenȱitsȱdemiseȱuntilȱtheȱMBAǯȱ
TheȱemergenceȱofȱmaritimeȱtransportȱjarsȱinȱEBȱIIȱisȱaȱdistinctȱphenomenonǰȱwhichȱhasȱ
theȱrichȱpotentialȱtoȱinformȱusȱnotȱjustȱaboutȱtheȱmovementȱofȱgoodsȱinȱgeneralǰȱbutȱ
alsoȱaboutȱtheȱcommoditiesȱbeingȱconveyedȱinȱthemǲȱitȱisȱtheȱjarȱcontentsȱthatȱwereȱ
theȱobjectȱofȱdemandǰȱprestigeȱandȱvalueǰȱratherȱthanȱtheȱceramicȱvesselsȱthemselvesǯ

Thereȱ areȱ threeȱ possibleȱ reasonsȱ thatȱ mightȱ accountȱ forȱ theȱ appearanceȱ andȱ
immediateȱwidespreadȱdistributionȱofȱtheseȱjarsǰȱwhichȱseemȱhappilyȱtoȱcrossȱtheȱneatȱ

PeterȱMǯȱDayȱandȱDavidȱEǯȱWilson
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culturalȱboundariesȱintoȱwhichȱweȱhaveȱconventionallyȱdividedȱtheȱEBȱAegeanǯȱTheirȱ
exchangeȱmightȱreĚectǱ
ŗǯȱ Theȱ startȱ ofȱ longerȬdistanceȱ voyagingȱ withinȱ theȱ Aegeanȱ archipelagoȱ andȱ
concomitantȱ movementȱ ofȱ aȱ rangeȱ ofȱ productsȱ exchangedȱ fromȱ diěerentȱ
productionȱcentresǲ

Řǯȱaȱchangeȱinȱtheȱcapacityȱofȱseagoingȱvesselsǰȱwhichȱallowedȱlargerȱcargoesȱtoȱbeȱ
transportedǲ

řǯȱtheȱemergenceȱofȱaȱsharedǰȱnewȱdemandȱforȱanȱorganicȱcommodityȱorȱproductǯ
Evaluatingȱ theȱ relativeȱmeritsȱ ofȱ theseȱ threeȱ pointsǰȱ ourȱ contentionȱhereȱ isȱ thatȱ

theȱ phenomenonȱ ofȱ theȱ EBȱ IIȱ transportȱ jarȱ isȱ notȱ necessarilyȱ theȱ productȱ ofȱ anyȱ
advancementȱinȱnavalȱtechnologyǰȱorȱindeedȱofȱaȱsuddenȱopeningȱupȱofȱcommunitiesȱ
inȱandȱaroundȱtheȱAegeanȱSeaȱtoȱeachȱotherǯȱAlthoughȱcontactȱbetweenȱAkrotiriȱonȱ
TheraȱandȱPorosȬKatsambasȱseemsȱtoȱbeȱdirectȱratherȱthanȱfollowingȱaȱcircuitousȱrouteȱ
viaȱotherȱislandsǰȱsuggestingȱatȱleastȱtheȱpossibilityȱofȱimprovementsȱinȱlongȬdistanceȱ
seafaringȱtechnologyǰȱthisȱseemsȱtoȱbeȱaȱpoorȱandȱratherȱdeterministicȱexplanationȱforȱ
theȱwidespreadȱjarȱphenomenonǯȱTheȱmoreȱweȱlookǰȱtheȱfurtherȱbackȱweȱcanȱtraceȱtheȱ
regularȱmovementȱofȱgoodsȱandȱpeopleȱinȱtheȱEBȱAegeanǯȱThisȱisȱcertainlyȱtheȱcaseȱinȱ
lateȱEBȱIǰȱevidencedȱbyȱtheȱmovementȱofȱrawȱmaterialsǰȱęnishedȱproductsȱandȱpeopleȱ
ofȱ theȱKamposȱGroupȱ andȱ otherȱCycladicȱ phenomenaȱ onȱCreteǯȱMobilityȱ betweenȱ
theȱGreekȱmainlandǰȱCycladesǰȱCreteȱandǰȱpresumablyǰȱ theȱAnatolianȱ coastȱ inȱEBȱ Iȱ
isȱunquestionedǰȱbutȱ itȱdidȱnotȱ includeȱ theȱquantityȱofȱmaritimeȱ transportȱ jarsȱ thatȱ
onlyȱburstȱontoȱtheȱsceneȱinȱEBȱIIǯȱTheseȱjarsȱandȱtheirȱassociatedȱceramicȱvesselsǰȱweȱ
wouldȱargueǰȱdeserveȱaȱcloserȱlookȱtoȱteaseȱoutȱtheȱmeaningȱandȱimplicationsȱofȱtheȱ
movementȱofȱsomeȱcommodityȱorȱcommoditiesȱ fromȱaȱvarietyȱofȱcentresȱ inȱaȱwideȱ
paĴernȱofȱdistributionȱduringȱEBȱIIǯ

OurȱreviewȱofȱtheȱevidenceȱforȱtheȱemergenceȱofȱtheȱmaritimeȱtransportȱjarȱinȱEBȱ
IIȱhasȱhighlightedȱbothȱtheȱrelativelyȱrestrictedȱdistributionȱofȱtheseȱjarsȱtoȱkeyȱportȱ
centresǰȱ asȱwellȱ asȱ theȱproductionȱofȱ regionallyȬspecięcȱ jarȱ typesǯȱAlsoȱ strikingȱ areȱ
theȱ sheerȱ quantitiesȱ ofȱ theseȱ jarsǰȱ suggestingȱ theirȱ largeȬscaleȱ productionȱ fromȱ theȱ
beginningȱofȱEBȱIIȱatȱaȱnumberȱofȱpoĴingȱcentresȱthroughoutȱtheȱAegeanǯȱItȱisȱclearlyȱ
notȱtheȱjarsȱthemselvesǰȱbutȱtheȱcommodityȱorȱcommoditiesȱtheyȱcontainedȱthatȱwereȱ
inȱdemandȱandȱofȱsuĜcientȱsocialȱvalueȱtoȱwarrantȱtheȱinvestmentȱofȱhumanȱcapitalȱ
inȱtheȱpotentiallyȱriskyȱventureȱofȱtheirȱtransportȱbyȱseaǯȱIndeedǰȱthereȱisȱcompellingȱ
ceramicȱevidenceȱtoȱsupportȱtheȱargumentȱthatȱtheseȱjarsȱwereȱprimarilyȱusedȱforȱtheȱ
transportȱofȱhighȱvalueȱliquidȱcommoditiesȱinȱtheȱformȱofȱsomeȱtypeȱofȱalcoholicȱdrinkǯȱ

Anȱ explosionȱ inȱ theȱ typesȱ andȱ quantitiesȱ ofȱ ęneȱ drinkingȱ andȱ servingȱ vesselsȱ
duringȱEBȱIIȱhasȱbeenȱwellȱdocumentedȱandȱdescribedȱatȱaȱnumberȱofȱhighȱlevelȱsitesȱ
inȱtheȱwestȱAegeanȱǻeǯgǯȱLernaǱȱWienckeȱŘŖŖŖǲȱAyiaȱIriniǱȱWilsonȱŗşşşǲȱKnossosǱȱWilsonȱ
ŘŖŖŝǱȱśŝȮŝŜǼǯȱThisȱheraldedȱbothȱmarkedȱchangesȱinȱpracticesȱofȱcommensalityȱandȱtheȱ
scaleȱofȱdrinkingȱeventsȱhostedȱinȱbothȱprivateȱandȱpublicȱcontextsǯȱMostȱsignięcantȱ
amongȱtheȱnewȱEBȱIIȱpoĴeryȱshapesȱwereȱindividualȱdrinkingȱcupsȱǻȁsaucersȂǰȱgobletsǰȱ
etcǼȱ andȱ theȱ pouringȱ vesselsȱ usedȱ withȱ themǰȱ primarilyȱ theȱ sauceboatȱ ǻsouthernȱ
mainlandȱandȱCycladesǼȱandȱbeakedȱjugȱǻCreteǼǯȱTheseȱpouringȱandȱdrinkingȱvesselsȱ
oftenȱcomprisedȱtheȱęnestȱmadeȱandȱęnishedȱshapesȱfoundȱinȱdomesticȱassemblagesǰȱ
suggestingȱtheȱhighȱsocialȱvalueȱofȱ theȱ liquidsȱbeingȱpouredȱandȱdrunkȱfromȱthemȱ
ǻDayȱǭȱWilsonȱŘŖŖŘǱȱŗŚŞȮŗśŘǼǯȱTheȱvalueȱofȱtheȱdrinkȱbeingȱtransportedȱandȱconsumedȱ
mayȱbeȱdirectlyȱreferencedȱbyȱthreeȱECȱIIȱsilverȱpinsȱwithȱtransportȱjarȱęnialsȱfoundȱinȱ
tombsȱonȱNaxosȱandȱaȱgoldȱpendantȱofȱtheȱsameȱjarȱshapeȱfromȱEMȱIIAȱtholosȱgammaȱ
atȱArchanesȱonȱCreteȱǻBroodbankȱŘŖŖŖǱȱřŖśȮřŖŜǲȱPapadatosȱŘŖŖśǱȱAŘŖǱȱřŜȮřŝǼǯȱWineȱ
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isȱperhapsȱtheȱbestȱcandidateȱtoȱsuggestȱasȱtheȱprincipalȱliquidȱbeingȱcarriedȱinȱEBȱIIȱ
transportȱjarsȱǻMorrisȱŘŖŖŞǱȱŗŗŜȮŗŘŖǲȱBroodbankȱŘŖŖŖǱȱřŖśȮřŖŜǼǯ

WineȱconsumptionȱthroughoutȱtheȱBronzeȱAgeȱwasȱarguablyȱaȱlargelyȱritualisedȱ
andȱ oftenȱ highȱ statusȱ socialȱ practiceǰȱ beȱ itȱ inȱ theȱ domesticǰȱ funeraryȱ orȱ publicȱ
ceremonialȱ spheresȱ ǻvariousȱ studiesȱ inȱHitchcockȱ et alǯȱ ŘŖŖŞǼǯȱ Theȱ ęrstȱ specialisedȱ
productionǰȱdistributionȱandȱconsumptionȱofȱwineȱmayȱhaveȱbegunȱasȱearlyȱasȱEBȱ
IIǰȱwhichȱwouldȱaccountȱ forȱ theȱwideȱrangeȱofȱnewȱtransportǰȱ storageǰȱservingȱandȱ
drinkingȱvesselsȱthatȱwereȱintroducedȱandȱproliferatedȱinȱthisȱperiodǯȱTheȱdemandȱforȱ
variouslyȱsourcedȱwinesȱinȱEBȱIIȱmayȱhaveȱbeenȱonlyȱpartȱofȱaȱmuchȱlargerȱexchangeȱ
inȱhighȱstatusȱcommoditiesȱwithinȱtheȱAegeanȱatȱthisȱtimeǰȱtheȱmostȱnotableȱamongȱ
themȱ beingȱ copperȱ andȱ silverȱ metalȱ oresǯȱ WineȬbearingȱ transportȱ jarsȱ probablyȱ
travelledȱalongȱtheȱsameȱroutesȱandȱoftenȱinȱtheȱsameȱshipsȱthatȱwereȱalsoȱladenȱwithȱ
moreȱvaluableȱmetalȱoresǯȱIndeedǰȱwhenȱconsideringȱcommoditiesȱwhoseȱacquisitionȱ
mayȱhaveȱbolsteredȱtheȱpositionȱofȱanȱemergingȱéliteǰȱweȱwouldȱdoȱwellȱ toȱ lookȱtoȱ
valueȬaddedȱorganicȱproductsǰȱwhichȱmightȱhaveȱbeenȱusedȱ inȱactsȱofȱhostingȱandȱ
commensalityȱthatȱaěordedȱopportunitiesȱtoȱperformǰȱconsolidateȱandȱcontestȱsocialȱ
positionǯȱTheȱemergenceȱofȱ theȱ transportȱ jarȱ inȱ theȱEBȱIIȱAegeanȱshouldȱbeȱviewedȱ
withinȱthisȱbroaderȱcontextȱofȱtheȱexchangeȱofȱthisȱnewǰȱpowerfulȱcommodityǰȱwineǲȱ
theȱadoptionȱofȱnewȱpracticesȱofȱcommensalityǲȱandȱtheȱsocialȱcompetitionȱthatȱsuchȱ
drinkingȱeventsȱfacilitatedǯȱ

SimilaritiesȱinȱtheȱdecorativeȱpaĴernȱandȱpaintȱcolourȱofȱEBȱIIȱbroadȬstreakȱpaintedȱ
jarsȱandȱęneȱpedestalledȱcupsȱhaveȱalreadyȱbeenȱnotedȱasȱaȱstylisticȱargumentȱforȱaȱ
commonȱoriginȱofȱproductionȱonȱMelosȱǻWilsonȱŗşşşǱȱŞŘǼǯȱTheȱdarkȬonȬlightȱǻDOLǼȱ
netȱpaĴernȱisȱalsoȱusedȱinȱMelianȱtankardȱimportsȱofȱ lateȱEBȱIIȱatȱAkrotiriǰȱwhileȱaȱ
rougherȱ versionȱ ofȱ theȱ sameȱDOLȱmotifȱ isȱ foundȱonȱ bothȱ sauceboatsȱ andȱ collaredȱ
jarsȱproducedȱonȱTheraǯȱLookingȱ toȱ theȱmainlandǰȱ theȱ surfaceȱęnishȱofȱAĴicȱwhiteȱ
toȱyellowȱslippedȱtransportȱjarsȱandȱyellowȱmoĴledȱwareȱsauceboatsȱcanȱatȱtimesȱbeȱ
virtuallyȱ identicalǰȱ againȱ suggestingȱ aȱ sharedȱ originȱ ǻborneȱ outȱ byȱ bothȱ chemistryȱ
andȱpetrographyǼǯȱButȱtheseȱsimilaritiesȱinȱsurfaceȱęnishȱnotȱonlyȱpointȱtoȱaȱcommonȱ
provenanceȱofȱproductionȱforȱtheseȱspecięcȱvesselȱtypesǰȱbutȱalsoȱmayȱbeȱindicatorsȱ
ofȱaȱfunctionalȱconnectionȱbetweenȱtheȱtransportȱjarsȱandȱtheȱassociatedȱpouringȱandȱ
drinkingȱvesselsǯȱTheseȱdecorativelyȱlinkedȱgroupsȱofȱjarsǰȱjugsȱandȱcupsȱareǰȱinȱeěectǰȱ
advertisingȱthemselvesȱasȱdrinkingȱsetsǯȱSuchȱanȱargumentȱhasȱbeenȱmadeȱforcefullyȱ
recentlyȱbyȱBurkeȱǻŘŖŗŜǼȱinȱherȱconsiderationȱofȱjarǰȱsauceboatȱandȱladleȱproductionȱ
atȱancientȱCorinthȱinȱEBȱIIǯȱSheȱcomparesȱtheȱEBȱIIȱdistributionȱofȱthisȱusuallyȱblackȱ
slippedȱ setȱwithȱ theȱ distributionȱ ofȱ pedestalledȱ bowlsȱ orȱ ȁfruitȱ standsȂȱ inȱ theȱ EBȱ Iȱ
northeasternȱPeloponneseǯȱEHȱIIȱKoropiȱinȱAĴicaȱalsoȱhasȱblackȱslippedȱsauceboatsȱ
andȱladlesȱimportedȱfromȱCorinthǯ

Ceramicȱ featuresȱ suchȱ asȱ handleȱ typeȱ andȱ surfaceȱ decorationȦęnishȱ notȱ onlyȱ
characteriseȱ theȱ outputȱ ofȱ individualȱ jarȱ poĴingȱ centresǰȱ butȱ alsoȱ mayȱ haveȱ beenȱ
meantȱtoȱsignifyȱtheȱsourceȱofȱtheȱvesselȂsȱcontentsǯȱTheȱregionalȱoriginȱofȱaȱspecięcȱ
wineȱvarietyȱcouldȱbeȱeasilyȱrecognisedȱbyȱtheȱcharacteristicȱjarȱtypeȱinȱwhichȱitȱwasȱ
beingȱtransportedȱandȱstoredǯȱInȱaȱphenomenonȱfamiliarȱtoȱamphoraeȱinȱotherǰȱlaterȱ
contextsȱǻBevanȱŘŖŗŖǲȱHaskellȱet alǯȱŘŖŗŗǲȱHaskellǰȱ thisȱvolumeǼǰȱwhileȱEBȱIIȱAegeanȱ
transportȱjarsȱallȱhaveȱtheȱsameȱgeneralȱshapeǰȱtheyȱdoȱvaryȱinȱdetailsȱofȱsurfaceȱęnishǰȱ
neckȱproęleȱandȦorȱhandleȱtypeȱinȱorderȱtoȱmarkȱbothȱtheirȱoriginȱofȱproductionȱandȱ
contentsǯ
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Conclusions

Itȱ hasȱ oftenȱ beenȱ observedȱ thatȱ oneȱ ofȱ theȱmostȱ frequentedȱ routesȱ inȱ theȱAegeanȱ
maritimeȱ exchangeȱ networkȱ duringȱ EBȱ IIȱ wasȱ theȱ northȮsouthȱ corridorȱ fromȱ theȱ
GulfȱofȱEuboeaȱandȱAĴicaȱsouthȱthroughȱtheȱwesternȱstringȱofȱCycladicȱislandsȱǻKeaǰȱ
KythnosǰȱSeriphosǰȱSiphnosǰȱMelosǼȱtoȱCreteǯȱTheȱprincipalȱmetalȱoreȱsourcesȱforȱtheȱEBȱ
IIȱwestȱAegeanȱwereȱfoundȱonȱthisȱsameȱcorridorȱfromȱLaurionȱǻcopperǰȱsilverǲȱSpitaelsȱ
ŗşŞŚǲȱGaleȱet alǯȱŘŖŖŞǱȱŞşǼȱonȱtheȱAĴicȱcoastȱsouthȱtoȱKythnosȱǻcopperǲȱGaleȱǭȱStosȬGaleȱ
ŘŖŖŞǱȱ řşŚȮřşŜǼǰȱ Seriphosȱ ǻcopperǲȱGeorgakopoulouȱ et alǯȱ ŘŖŗŗǼǰȱ andȱęnallyȱ Siphnosȱ
ǻcopperǰȱsilverǲȱGaleȱǭȱStosȬGaleȱŘŖŖŞǱȱřşŜȮřşşǼǯȱTheȱingotȱofȱKythnianȱcopperȱfromȱ
PorosȬKatsambasȱonȱCreteȱisȱaȱtestamentȱtoȱtheȱfarȱreachȱofȱmetalsȱandȱtheȱwillingnessȱ
toȱtravelȱlongȱdistancesȱtoȱexchangeȱsuchȱinorganicȱhighȱvalueȱrawȱmaterialsǯȱWeȱhaveȱ
alwaysȱfoundȱtheȱallureȱofȱmetalȱaȱconvenientȱmotivationȱforȱcontactsȱandȱexchangeȱinȱ
theȱpastǰȱviewingȱitȱasȱanȱinorganicȱprimeȱmoverȱǻRenfrewȱŗşŝŘǲȱNakouȱŗşşśǲȱDoonanȱ
ǭȱDayȱŘŖŖŝǼǯȱMightȱitȱnotȱbeȱtemptingȱtoȱconsiderȱwineȱasȱmerelyȱpiggyȬbackingȱuponȱ
theȱmovementȱofȱsuchȱcommoditiesǵȱWeȱthinkȱnotǯ

Whileȱthisȱisȱperhapsȱaȱfalseȱchoiceǰȱanȱencouragementȱtoȱseparateȱtheȱinseparableǰȱ
itȱ isȱsuggestedȱhereȱthatȱtheȱbroadȱrangeȱofȱtransportȱ jarsȱfoundȱwidelyȱdistributedȱ
throughoutȱtheȱEBȱIIȱAegeanȱtestięesȱtoȱsomethingȱmoreȱimmediateǰȱsomethingȱmoreȱ
specięcȱ toȱ thisȱ timeȱ thanȱ justȱ theȱ longȬdistanceȱmovementȱofȱ inorganicȱgoodsǯȱTheȱ
emergenceȱofȱtheȱęrstȱmaritimeȱtransportȱjarsȱinȱEBȱIIȱbearsȱwitnessȱtoȱanȱimportantȱ
developmentȱinȱtheȱwayȱpeopleȱsocialisedǰȱtheȱwaysȱinȱwhichȱhostsȱandȱhostedȱareȱ
deęnedǰȱ perhapsȱ theȱwayȱ inȱwhichȱ alteredȱ statesȱ ofȱ consciousnessȱwereȱ exploitedǯȱ
Theseȱtransportȱjarsȱjoinȱtheȱemergenceȱofȱspecialisedȱdrinkingȱvesselsȱandȱtheȱnewȱ
socialȱpracticesȱofȱcommensalityȱassociatedȱwithȱthemȱǻDayȱǭȱWilsonȱŘŖŖŚǼǰȱtoȱtestifyȱ
toȱtheȱimportanceȱofȱtheȱproductionǰȱexchangeȱandȱconsumptionȱofȱalcoholicȱdrinkǰȱ
probablyȱwineǰȱ inȱEBȱIIȱAegeanȱsocietyǯȱTheȱproductionǰȱbrandingȱandȱshippingȱofȱ
wineȱinȱtransportȱjarsȱandȱtheȱaccompanyingȱdrinkingȱsetsȱofȱjugsȱandȱcupsȱseemȱtoȱ
haveȱinvolvedȱaȱnumberȱofȱkeyȱAegeanȱcentresǯȱInȱaȱmodernȱworldȱwhereȱreputationǰȱ
regionalȱloyaltyǰȱfashionǰȱinclusionȱandȱexclusionȱareȱoftenȱdeęnedȱbyȱtheȱconsumptionȱ
ofȱdrinkǰȱtheȱdramaticȱpossibilitiesȱofȱsocialȱtransformationȱindicatedȱbyȱthisȱsuddenȱ
emergenceȱinȱEBȱIIȱshouldȱnotȱbeȱunfamiliarǯ
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