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͞TŚĞ ŚĞĂƌƚ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ŚŽŵĞ͟ 
locating the kitchen within the shifting emotional 

landscape of domestic life 

Angela Meah              
(University of Sheffield) 

Wendy Wills, Frances Short, Angela Dickinson 
(University of Hertfordshire) 



͚KŝƚĐŚĞŶ LŝĨĞ͛ 
• In 2011, Food Standards Agency 

ĐŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞĚ Ă ƐƚƵĚǇ ŽĨ ͚ŝŶ-
ŚŽŵĞ ďĞŚĂǀŝŽƵƌƐ͛͘  

• Aim to develop a better 
understanding of how FSA can 
help people to avoid becoming 
ill through food prepared in the 
home. 

• Findings present what takes 
place in real, as opposed to 
ideal, kitchens. 

 



What constitutes kitchen life? 



Kitchens as portraits 



Continuities & connections 



Convergences: past & present 



Kitchens, agency & the life-course 



͙͞Iƚ͛Ɛ little things that niggle. 
͙EǀĞƌǇŽŶĞ͛Ɛ got their own ways; 
ƚŚĂƚ͛Ɛ ŽŶĞ ŽĨ ŵŝŶĞ ͙I am so used 
to doing things my own ǁĂǇ ͙ŝƚ͛Ɛ 
my kitchen. 

͙I͛ǀĞ looked after myself for 20-
odd years and even before that. I 
know the way I like to do things ͙I 
ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ůŝŬĞ ďĞŝŶŐ ƚŽůĚ ͚OŚ ǇŽƵ ƌ͛Ğ 
ĚŽŝŶŐ ŝƚ ǁƌŽŶŐ͛͘  I͛ǀĞ ďĞĞŶ ĚŽŝŶŐ ŝƚ 
ĨŽƌ ϱϬ ǇĞĂƌƐ Ăƚ ůĞĂƐƚ͙ ŝƚ͛Ɛ ůŝŬĞ 
teaching your grandmother how to 
suck eggs͟. 

 

Uncanny kitchens: Joe (60s) 



Uncanny kitchens: Harry (80+) 



Reverse parenting: agency undermined? 

͙͞ǁŚŝůĞ I argue with her all the time I know, I 

mean, I appreciate that͙ ƐŚĞ͛Ě ďĞ ƚŚĞ ĨŝƌƐƚ ƚŚĞƌĞ 
ŝĨ I ǁĂƐ ŝŶ ĚŝĨĨŝĐƵůƚǇ͙ I ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ƚŚŝŶŬ I ŶĞĞĚ ŚĞůƉ͕ 
but I let it go͙ ŝƚ ŬĞĞƉƐ Catriona ŚĂƉƉǇ͙  She 

ƚŚŝŶŬƐ I͛ŵ ĂŶ ŽůĚ ĚŽĚĚĞƌĞƌ͕  ƚŚƌĞĞ-quarters of 

the way to senility [laughs]. I might be three-

ƋƵĂƌƚĞƌƐ͕ ďƵƚ I͛ŵ ŶŽƚ ƚŚĞƌĞ ǇĞƚ͊ I ŚĂǀĞ ƚŽ ƐŚŽŽ 
her away͘͟   



Conclusions 

• Kitchen is not just a site of food preparation, but ʹ for 
many - central to the emotional landscape of home. 

• CŽŶƚĂŝŶƐ ͚ƵŶƚŽůĚ stories of lives being ůŝǀĞĚ͛ ;LůĞǁĞůůǇŶ 
2004: 246) reflected in the materiality of the space. 

• A ƐƉĂĐĞ ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ͚ĚŽŝŶŐ͛ ŽĨ ĨĂŵŝůǇ ĂŶĚ ŐĞŶĚĞƌ͕  ǁŚĞƌĞ 
relationships are negotiated and agency acquired - and 
lost - over the life-course. 

• It can be ʹ simultaneously ʹ both the heart of the 
home, and a site of contestation which may sometimes 
ďĞ ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞĚ ĂƐ ͚ƵŶĐĂŶŶǇ͛͘  

 

 


