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Angela Meah &                                

Peter Jackson 

Crowded Kitchens:  

デｴW けSWﾏﾗIヴ;デｷゲ;デｷﾗﾐげ ﾗa SﾗﾏWゲデｷIｷデ┞い 

Gender, Place and Culture (in press) 



Gender, power & the kitchen space 
 V;ゲデ ﾉｷデWヴ;デ┌ヴW ﾗﾐ けｴﾗﾏWげ ;ﾐS ｪWﾐSWヴWS ゲ┌HﾃWIデｷ┗ｷデｷWゲ 

re/produced within it. 

 Kitchen as key site in which power is deployed: 

routine/ritual; inscribing and reinforcing gendered 

ヴﾗﾉWゲっヴWゲヮﾗﾐゲｷHｷﾉｷデｷWゲき ; ゲヮ;IW ｷﾐ ┘ｴｷIｴ けゲデ;デ┌ゲ ｷゲ 
IﾗﾐaｷヴﾏWS ;ﾐS W┝Iﾉ┌ゲｷﾗﾐ ヮヴ;IデｷIWSげ (Floyd 2004:62). 

 Design historians highlight that development of 

ﾏﾗSWヴﾐ ﾆｷデIｴWﾐゲ ヴWｷﾐaﾗヴIWS ┘ﾗﾏWﾐげゲ aWﾏｷﾐｷﾐW 
subjectivity (Llewellyn 2004). 

 Denigration of quotidian cooking as part of routine, 

taken-for-ｪヴ;ﾐデWS ┘ﾗヴﾆ ﾗa けaWWSｷﾐｪ デｴW a;ﾏｷﾉ┞げ (Murcott 

1983; Charles and Kerr 1988; DeVault 1991; Giard 1998). 

 



B┌デぐ 
• Nuclear household no longer the norm, requiring a 

reconceptualisation of domestic roles (Jackson 2009). 

• Time-┌ゲW S;デ; ヴW ﾏWﾐげゲ IﾗﾐデヴｷH┌デｷﾗﾐ デﾗ SﾗﾏWゲデｷI 
activities: 1960s = 90 mins p/day, early 2000s = 148 

mins; cooking/cleaning = 20/50mins. 

• Cooking increasingly reconceptualised as a 

recreational, leisure activity. 

• TV ｷﾐゲデヴ┌ﾏWﾐデ;ﾉ ｷﾐ ｷﾐ┗ﾗﾆｷﾐｪ けﾏ;ゲI┌ﾉｷﾐW SﾗﾏWゲデｷIｷデ┞げ 
(Swenson 2009); Jamie Oliver に Iﾗﾗﾆｷﾐｪ ;ゲ ; けIﾗﾗﾉげが 
masculine lifestyle activity (Hollows 2003). 

• H;ゲ ﾏWﾐげゲ ヮヴWゲWﾐIW ﾉWS デﾗ ﾆｷデIｴWﾐ aWWﾉｷﾐｪ ﾏﾗヴW 
けIヴﾗ┘SWSげ ゲヮ;IWゲ aﾗヴ ┘ﾗﾏWﾐい 



Methodology 
• Multi-generational household study 

 23 participants, aged 17-92; 7 men 

 8 extended families, 2-4 generations 

 17 households 

• Food focussed life history interviews 

• Ethnographic methods 

 Guided kitchen tours 

 Shopping go-alongs (Kusenbach 2003) 

 Videoed meal prep 

 Photography 

 



Conflict and foodwork 
Joe Green (45), twice divorced, mature student, lives 

with son (19) and male lodger. 

 

さぐ┘W ┘WヴW ゲ;デ Sﾗ┘ﾐ ﾗﾐW S;┞ ｴ;┗ｷﾐｪ ; Hｷｪ ;ヴｪ┌ﾏWﾐデ 
;ﾐS I ゲ;ｷS けYﾗ┌ デｴｷﾐﾆ Iげﾏ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ SｷﾐﾐWヴ-bitch or 

ゲﾗﾏWデｴｷﾐｪい Tｴ;デ ┞ﾗ┌ I;ﾐ IﾉｷIﾆ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ aｷﾐｪWヴゲ ;ﾐS Iげﾏ 
ｪﾗｷﾐｪ デﾗ Iﾗﾗﾆ ┞ﾗ┌ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ SｷﾐﾐWヴいげく WWﾉﾉが ｴWげゲ ; ヱΓ ┞W;ヴ 
old man, and I may be his dad, but Iげﾏ ﾐﾗデ ｴｷゲ 
fucking dinner-HｷデIｴが ﾐﾗヴ ;ﾐ┞ﾗﾐW WﾉゲWげゲざ. 

 

 

 



Gender, skill and gadgets 
 

 

 



Gender, skill and gadgets 
さ ┞ﾗ┌ can use your hands に ┞ﾗ┌げ┗W ｪﾗデ デﾗﾗﾉゲ ﾗﾐ デｴW WﾐS 
of your arms! [laughs]ざ (Liz Elland, 37). 

 

 

 



Cｴﾗﾗゲｷﾐｪ ┘ｴWﾐ デﾗ けゲデWヮ ┌ヮ デﾗ デｴW 
ヮﾉ;デWげ 
Jonathan Anderson (38), cohabiting with partner, son aged 3. 
 

さI デｴﾗ┌ｪｴデ I ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS ｴ;┗W SﾗﾐW ﾏﾗヴW ふくぶ I デｴﾗ┌ｪｴデ I ┘;ゲ ｪﾗｷﾐｪ デﾗ 
HW ﾏﾗヴW ;S┗Wﾐデ┌ヴﾗ┌ゲぐ Yﾗ┌ ﾆﾐﾗ┘ デｴW Iｴ;ﾉﾉWﾐｪW ﾗa ふくぶ Iﾗﾗﾆｷﾐｪ 
well because it, I suppose (..) in the first year or two years it 

┘;ゲ ゲ┌Iｴ H;ゲｷI Iﾗﾗﾆｷﾐｪ デｴ;デ ｷデ ;ﾉﾏﾗゲデ ┘;ゲﾐげデ ┗Wヴ┞ ｷﾐデWヴWゲデｷﾐｪ 
for meざく 

 

Stuart Charles (42), works in IT, married to Sally (40) NHS admin, 

2 children aged 7 and 5. 

さI aWWﾉ ｷデげゲ ﾏ┞ goalぐ to make the packed lunches as healthy 

as they can be, and as exciting as they can be so that...I think 

that ヮヴWゲWﾐデ;デｷﾗﾐぐ ゲﾗ that each night I sort of sit down 

[laughs] and ゲﾗﾏWデｷﾏWゲ ｷデげゲ W;ゲ┞ ;ﾐS ゲﾗﾏWデｷﾏWゲ ｷデげゲ ふﾐﾗデぶざく 
 



さWｴWﾐ ｷデげゲ ﾏﾗヴW ｴｷゲ Sﾗﾏ;ｷﾐ デｴ;ﾐ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ 
domain, you rebelざ 

Ted (66) and Laura Anderson (63), semi-ヴWデｷヴWSが ｴWげゲ デｴW 
principal cook. 

 

さぐｷデげゲ his cooker ヴW;ﾉﾉ┞が I ﾏW;ﾐが Iが I Sﾗﾐげデ aｷﾐS ｷデ ┗Wヴ┞ 
W;ゲ┞ デﾗ ┌ゲW ;ﾐS I Sﾗﾐげデ ヴW;ﾉﾉ┞ ┌ﾐSWヴゲデ;ﾐS ｴﾗ┘ ｷデ 
┘ﾗヴﾆゲ ;ﾐSが ;ﾉﾉ ﾗa デｴ;デざく  
 

さぐit just makes me feel really good about              

using it ぐ ｷデげゲ ﾐﾗデ ﾉｷﾆW ; デﾗ┞が ｷデげゲ ; ヮヴﾗヮWヴ Hｷデ                 
of ﾆｷデざく  
 

 



Form Vs. Function 

Hannah Faulkner (35) part-time working mum of 2 

children under 5, married to Ian (42), a chartered 

surveyor. 
 

さhe thought he knew better about how to design a 

kitchen, so we had a bit of conflict about how to 

design ｷデぐ ｷデげゲ ;ﾉﾉ ;Hﾗ┌デ a┌ﾐIデｷﾗﾐく I want it to look 

nice, but it has to workざ.  
 

 

さHannah drew out her needs and I                                 

then made the cupboards to fit the                            

needsざく 



Conclusions 
• Men are entering the kitchen largely on their own terms;  but 

routine family feeding continues to fall to women. 

• Persistence of gendered inequalities through the design of 

kitchen space and use/appropriation of technologies: spaces 

ｷﾐ ┘ｴｷIｴ ﾏWﾐげゲ ｷSWﾐデｷデｷWゲ ;ヴW ｷﾐゲIヴｷHWSく 
• Persistence of gendered constructs concerning the nature of 

IﾉW;ﾐﾉｷﾐWゲゲ ;ﾐS ﾗヴSWヴ Э けﾏﾗヴW ┘ﾗヴﾆ aﾗヴ ﾏﾗデｴWヴいげ 
• Persistence of gendered constructs concerning responsibilities 

for family nutrition 

• Domestic practices & gendered subjectivities are in a constant 

process of negotiation/transformation, but little evidence 

here of a significant transformation of gendered roles/ 

ヴWﾉ;デｷﾗﾐゲ ;ﾏﾗ┌ﾐデｷﾐｪ デﾗ ; けSWﾏﾗIヴ;デｷゲ;デｷﾗﾐげ ﾗa SﾗﾏWゲデｷIｷデ┞く 

 


