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Abstract

The impact of geometric uncertainty on across-fault flow behaviour at the scale of individual
intra-reservoir faults is investigated in this study. A high resolution digital elevation model
(DEM) of a faulted outcrop is used to construct an outcrop-scale geocellular grid capturing
high-resolution fault geometries (5 m scale). Seismic forward modelling of this grid allows
generation of a 3D synthetic seismic cube, which reveals the corresponding seismically
resolvable fault geometries (12.5 m scale). Construction of a second geocellular model,
based upon the seismically resolvable fault geometries, allows comparison with the original
outcrop geometries. Running fluid flow simulations across both models enables us to assess
quantitatively the impact of outcrop resolution versus seismic resolution fault geometries
upon across-fault flow. The results suggest that seismically resolvable fault geometries
significantly underestimate the area of across-fault juxtaposition relative to realistic fault
geometries. In turn this leads to overestimates in the sealing ability of faults, and inaccurate

calculation of fault plane properties such as transmissibility multipliers (TMs).

Introduction

The use of outcrop analogues for understanding geological uncertainty in hydrocarbon
reservoirs has been common practice for many years. With the advent and widespread use
of geological modelling software, significant work has been conducted that aims to integrate
analogue data within subsurface models (Bryant et al. 2000; McCaffrey et al. 2005; Paton et
al. 2007; Jones et al. 2009; Pringle et al. 2010). Forward modelling the seismic response of
geological outcrops can be applied as a tool for understanding the constraints that the finite
resolution of seismic data places on our interpretation of subsurface geology. Previously, it
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has primarily been used for understanding facies architectural geometries (Hodgetts &
Howell 2000; Janson et al. 2007; Bakke et al. 2008; Armitage & Stright 2010; Falivene et al.
2010; Tomasso et al. 2010) and to enable the integration of geological and reservoir
engineering disciplines in characterizing the flow response across specific outcrops (Howell
et al. 2008; Jackson et al. 2009; Rotevatn et al. 2009a, b; Rotevatn & Fossen 2011; Adams
etal. 2011).

The complexity of normal fault geometries is well documented and is attributed to a number
of factors including fault growth and linkage resulting in the formation and destruction of
relay ramps, complex slip surfaces, fault drag and the role of mechanical stratigraphy; and
these can occur at a range of scales (Childs et al. 1997, 2009; Willemse 1997; Gupta et al.
1998; Gupta & Scholz 2000; McLeod et al. 2000; Paton & Underhill 2004; Paton 2006; Ferrill
& Morris 2008; Welch et al. 2009). Consequently, seismically resolvable across-fault
reservoir juxtapositions are likely to differ significantly from those that are present in the
subsurface at the reservoir scale. Although these factors are inherent when structural
uncertainty is considered (Johansen et al. 1994; Townsend et al. 1998; Alaei & Petersen
2007), a quantitative comparison of outcrop- and seismically-resolvable fault geometry has

so far been lacking, as have the implications of the fault geometry on reservoir simulation.

In this study, for the first time, we consider the discrepancy between seismically resolvable
normal faults with outcrop geometry in 3-dimensions using forward seismic modelling
techniques (Fig. 1). We then compare the simulated production response across both of the
fault geometry resolutions and consider the implications of the reduction in resolution for

intra-reservoir scale faults in production settings (Fig. 2).

Methodology

The methodology we employ requires a comparison of the simulated production in a faulted
reservoir at outcrop- and seismic-resolutions (Fig. 2). Prior to the simulation we derive the
seismic forward model (Fig. 3). We outline both workflows below.

Construction of the geocellular model

Input DEM and its limitations. To characterise fault geometry at a sub-metre reservoir scale
a high resolution digital elevation model (DEM) from the Afar Rift system has been used
(Fig. 4). The Afar depression in northern Ethiopia began to form at approximately 30 Ma
(Barberi & Varet 1977) at the triple junction between the Gulf of Aden, Red Sea and East
African Rifts. The depression hosts a range of tectonic regimes including the Dabbahu
magmatic segment (Hayward & Ebinger 1996; Rowland et al. 2007) where the DEM is
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located. We choose this area because of the availability of a high resolution data set but also
because the topographic surface represents a surface devoid of either significant erosion or
deposition, thereby representing accurate hangingwall and footwall cut-offs.

The DEM is derived from an airborne Lidar survey with a spatial resolution of approximately
0.5m, which is at least an order of magnitude greater resolution than high quality reflection
seismic data (Hofmann, 2013). This level of resolution reveals outcrop-scale detail, which
would be obscured by Fresnel zone effects in seismic data, allowing fault structure and
displacement to be accurately captured. Numerous ‘reservoir scale’ fault sets with resolvable
displacements of up to 40m are present in the area. The individual segments comprising
each fault set are laterally connected via relay zone linkages displaying various stages of
evolution and display a range of structures from soft-linked open relays through to fully
breached relays with almost continuous displacements. As would be expected, fault
architecture complexity is greatest in the vicinity of relay zones where displacement is
accommodated across multiple slip surfaces.

We construct the geocellular model at two resolutions (Fig. 2). The first is generated directly
from the DEM (the outcrop-resolution model) whereas the second is a seismic forward
modelled volume derived from the DEM to replicate a reservoir scenario (the seismic-
resolution model). For both resolutions we consider both partially and fully breached relay
ramp geometries. We recognise that our models are derived from the extrapolation of a 2D
surface and represent a 2.5D rather than a full 3D volume. Although this is a simplification,
this leads to our results underestimating the degree of complexity, a point that we discuss

subsequently.

Seismic forward modelling. Derivation of the seismic model involves a multi-stage workflow
(Fig. 3). The DEM, which has dimensions of approximately 400 x 400 m, is translated to a
depth typically analogous to a hydrocarbon reservoir (3500m) and forms the basis of the
model (Fig. 3b). The horizontal cell dimensions of 5 m are specified to provide manageable
simulation runs although the loss of resolution associated with this grid cell dimension is
minimised by careful location of cell nodes using the higher resolution DEM as a guide (Fig.
3c). Vertical grid dimensions are set at 1.5m. For both geometric models we model four
stratigraphic scenarios (Fig. 3d):

a) We model two reservoir interval thicknesses of 10m and 30m underlain and
overlain by impermeable shales (Figs. 3d(i) and 3d(ii)). These thicknesses represent

scenarios where the reservoir is thinner and thicker than the mean cumulative fault
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throw respectively, and are referred to as high and low thickness to throw ratios
(Th:tw).

b) For the two scenarios above we populate the models with two separate sets of
petrophysical properties (Porosity, Permeability, VClay), firstly representing a
homogenous clean sandstone, and secondly a vertically heterogeneous stratigraphy
based on proprietary North Sea well data through a Brent group reservoir (Figs.
3d(iii) and 3d(iv) respectively).

Having established our 4 stratigraphic scenarios for both geometric models we populate the
geollecular grids with appropriate petrophysical properties (Table 1). These properties
include realistic northern North Sea mineralogical volumetric fractions and factors such as
VSand and VShale, as well as pore pressure, which is defined as being approximately 22
MPa above the hydrostatic gradient. Homogenous fluid saturations with no transition zone

have been modelled for simplicity.

The populated geocellular grids are exported to seismic forward modelling software
(SeisRox, Norsar) where the mineralogical compositions and porosity are used to calculate
the solid density assuming a Reuss mixing model (Fig. 3e; Reuss 1929). Gassmann’s theory
(Gassmann 1951) is then applied along with the fluid properties (Table 1) and saturation
distribution to determine the elastic properties of the model, with reflectivity subsequently
calculated using the Zoeppritz equations (Zoeppritz 1919). A 3D seismic survey geometry is
defined (Fig. 3f) and a coarser resolution overburden model is constructed to account for
wave propagation through the subsurface for a given input wavelet (Fig. 3g). The geological,

elastic and reflectivity properties are combined with the background model and survey

™
design, and a simulated pre-stack local imaging (SimPLI ) algorithm (Gjeystdal et al. 2007)
is applied to generate a synthetic pre-stack depth-migrated 3D seismic cube (Fig. 39).

Synthetic volume interpretation and modelling. Reflections within the synthetic seismic
volumes, which correspond to key horizons, are interpreted in geomodelling software with a
range of surface attributes such as coherency, edge detection and dip azimuth applied to aid
fault interpretation (Fig. 3h; Townsend et al. 1998, Freeman et al. 2010). Faults are picked
on every trace (approximately 10m spacing) to maximise lateral resolution and to maintain a
consistent interpretation methodology. The seismically resolvable fault and horizon
geometries are used to construct geocellular grids at the same dimensions and these are
populated with the same properties as the detailed grids from which they are derived (Fig.
3i).
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Assigning fault rock properties. Within the geocellular models these properties are used to
calculate the fault rock properties used during reservoir simulation. It is assumed that fault
clay content (as defined by the shale gouge ratio (SGR) algorithm; Yielding et al. 1997) is
the primary control on fault rock permeability reduction relative to the host stratigraphy; other
mechanisms such as clay smearing and cataclasis are not considered. Low-, mid- and high-
seal case fault transmissibility multipliers (Knai & Knipe 1998; Manzocchi et al. 1999) are
calculated by employing three separate clay contents to permeability transforms based on
those of Manzocchi et al. (1999), Jolley et al. (2007) and Sperrevik et al. (2002) respectively.
These represent high-, mid-, and low-fault rock permeability respectively. Fault threshold
pressures of 5.9 bar have been assigned based on mean SGR values for the suite of
models, and the relationship defined by Bretan et al. (2003). To avoid introducing

complicating variables this value has been kept constant for all faults across all models.

Flow simulations
Following generation of both outcrop-resolution and seismic-resolution grids, the effect of the
discrepancies between the two geometries upon across-fault flow can be quantified using

™
flow simulations (Fig. 2). Simulation is performed using the Eclipse black oil simulator
(Schlumberger), with a 12 year waterflood development strategy consisting of a single

injection well in the hangingwall and a single production well in the footwall. Maximum

production rates have been set as 50 sms/day for oil and 250 sms/day for produced water
(i.e. an 83% water cut), with injection rates set to match oil production rates (Table 1). These
rates are broadly consistent with both the production data from the proprietary dataset used
to populate the stratigraphy, and similar simulation-based studies (Rotevatn et al. 2009a, b;
Rotevatn & Fossen 2011). To minimise compositional effects the bottom-hole pressure has
been set to prevent the bubble point pressure from being reached during pressure depletion
of the reservoir. Aquifer support consists of a Carter-Tracy aquifer (Batycky et al. 2007) with
drive from the down-dip hangingwall, as would be expected for a tilted fault block trap

geometry.

Results

In total, 8 different geocellular models are generated: 2 x resolution (outcrop resolution
versus seismic resolution); 2 x geometry (partially breached versus fully breached); 2 x
reservoir thickness (high and low Th:tw); and 2 x reservoir heterogeneity (homogenous
versus heterogeneous). For each of these models 3 different TM scenarios (high, mid and
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low case) are simulated. Although we do not show all of the models here, we summarize the

main differences in geometry and production results amongst them.

Fault geometry

The simplest comparison is the geometric difference for a partially breached relay ramp
between the outcrop-resolution and the seismic-resolution case (Fig. 5). Not surprisingly, the
fault geometries in the former are significantly more complex than the latter. Faults in the
seismic-resolution model generally consist of a single fault plane, which accommodates all of
the fault displacement with sub-seismic faulting being imaged as hangingwall deformation

and folding, as is the case in the example presented.

This complex fault architecture, which is below seismic resolution, reveals that displacement
is distributed across multiple slip surfaces, with this partitioning and complexity, including
fault lenses and faulted relay zones, being a direct result of fault growth processes (Childs et
al. 2009). These are also likely to be poorly imaged due to diffraction effects (Townsend et
al. 1998).

A representative selection of the other scenarios, including a breached relay ramp and
variations in throw:thickness ratio are shown in Figure 6. Although the difference between
the outcrop- and seismic-resolution models is most pronounced for the partially breached
relay ramp (Fig. 5 and Fig. 6a), it is important to note that it is not just the geometry that
plays a role in the final model, but also the stratigraphy. As an example, in the partially
breached geometry at seismic-resolution the presence of a thinner reservoir interval (Fig. 6a)
provides sufficient amplitude impedance that a significant amount of the smaller scale
faulting is imaged around the relay ramp. In contrast, for the thicker reservoir interval (Fig.
6b) although the input geometry is the same the thicker interval results in a less defined
impedance contrast, which reduces the detail in the imaging of the fault zone.

For the breached relay ramp example the differences are less pronounced (Figs. 6¢ and 6d).
In all scenarios the fault is relatively consistently defined and the main difference is the
degree to which local fault plane asperities and hangingwall/footwall deformation are
defined.

Effective juxtaposition
Although qualitative comparisons are insightful (e.g. Figs. 5 and 6), we can also quantify the
differences between our scenarios. The effective juxtaposition area is defined as the area of

across-fault self-juxtaposition of the reservoir interval that provides a direct or indirect flow
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pathway between the hangingwall and footwall. For both partially breached and fully
breached geometries (Figs. 6 and 7) the effective juxtaposition area is significantly lower for
the seismic-resolution fault geometries than the outcrop-resolution, reflecting the limited

resolution of the seismic data.

In order to quantify the influence of geometry and throw versus reservoir interval thickness
we calculate the absolute effective areas for outcrop-resolution and seismic-resolution
models (Fig. 7; fault dimensions in both scenarios have been equalized to allow for
comparisons). Juxtaposition area across parts of faults contained entirely within either the
main footwall or hangingwall blocks (e.g. fault tips and splays) do not contribute although
these minor faults may still effect the overall sweep pattern of the reservoir.

The magnitude of this effect is significantly greater where the vertical thickness of the
reservoir interval is less than the mean cumulative fault throw (low Th:tw). As a
consequence, low Th:tw configurations are often modelled with the reservoir interval being
completely offset, hence resulting in apparently widespread juxtaposition sealing. In contrast
the architectural complexity of high-resolution fault geometries, as defined by our outcrop
examples, leads to maintenance of across-fault juxtaposition, even for low Th:tw situations
(Fig. 6).

The difference in juxtaposition area is amplified where there is a low Th:tw, since a lower
throw is required to completely offset the reservoir and result in a juxtaposition seal. The
absolute values of effective juxtaposition area are higher for the partially breached
geometries than the fully breached geometries. Again, this is a result of fault growth
processes with profile readjustment of the hard-linked faults leading to increased throw
across the relay and hence lower juxtaposition areas being maintained. In addition, as throw
localizes onto the through-going structure small-scale faults and splays are abandoned in
the footwall or hangingwall and hence do not contribute to the effective juxtaposition area.

Simulation models
We now consider how the observed variation in effective juxtaposition in the multiple

scenarios influences simulated production rates and fluid saturations.

Production rates. The effects on simulated production of the disparities in juxtaposition area
can be significant, with final cumulative produced volumes varying by over a factor of 4 (Fig.
7). The production curves also illustrate the differences between outcrop and seismically
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resolvable geometries for high and low Th:tw ratios and low-, mid- and high-case fault rock
permeability.

Where a high Th:tw is modelled the effective juxtaposition areas are of the same order of
magnitude for both outcrop (Fig. 7a) and seismically-resolvable (Fig. 7b) geometries, leading
to virtually no difference in the simulated production results regardless of the different fault
TMs. In contrast, where a low Th:tw is modelled, the effective juxtaposition area is over an
order of magnitude lower for the seismically-resolvable geometry (Fig. 7d) than for the

outcrop-derived geometry (Fig. 7c), leading to significant variations in the simulation results.

The architectural complexity of the outcrop-resolution geometries leads to in excess of an
order of magnitude greater effective juxtaposition area than the seismically resolvable
geometries, and hence to multiple potential flow pathways being preserved. Although the
different TMs do lead to variations in the onset of production decline, over the course of the
simulations the cumulative produced volumes are similar. This differs from the seismically
resolvable geometries, where production rates and cumulative volumes vary significantly

over the course of the simulations.

The high-case fault TMs (low permeability) lead to restricted across-fault flow and hence low

production rates compared to the mid- and low-case TMs.

Fluid saturations. The impact of varying the juxtaposition area and the fault TMs is also
manifested by the fluid saturation distribution (Fig. 8). For the outcrop-derived geometries
there is increased focussing of flow up the relay zone with decreasing fault rock permeability
(high-case TMs), since the relay zone offers the path of least resistance. This is true for both
high and low Th:tw, although more apparent for low Th:tw. Despite this, for the outcrop-
derived geometries the saturation distributions are broadly consistent irrespective of the fault
TMs used (Fig. 8). Conversely the saturations for the geometries resolvable in the seismic
data vary vastly at any one simulation timestep, depending on the different fault geometries
(and hence juxtaposition area) and the different fault TMs. Where a high Th:tw is modelled,
varying the fault TMs has very little impact, whereas a low Th:tw leads to significant variation
in the simulated fluid distribution. In this situation the high- and mid-case TMs reduce across-
fault flow and hence impede the replacement of oil with water in the hangingwall. The low-
case TMs, however, have little impact on flow retardation, with production simulation results
being very similar to the outcrop-derived geometry.

Influence of varying net:gross
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The initial models employed a stratigraphy where the reservoir interval had a constant net to
gross ratio of 1 (Fig. 3). Vertical connectivity was not as restricted as would be the case for
an interbedded sequence of permeable and impermeable layers (e.g. Fig. 3d). In such
vertically stratified sequences faults can significantly enhance vertical permeability by
juxtaposing otherwise separate layers (Manzocchi et al. 2010). To test the impact of fault
geometric uncertainty in these situations, a series of models for both outcrop- and seismic-
resolution geometries have been constructed with the net:gross ratio ranging between 0.14
and 0.46 (Fig. 9 shows representative outcrop-resolution models). The effective juxtaposition
area increases with net:gross, although it remains consistently higher for the outcrop-

resolution geometry (Figs. 9a and 9c).

Intuitively it would be expected that the mean SGR values on these juxtaposition windows
would decrease with increasing net:gross since overall there is less shale within the
sequence, however this is not the case. Instead a more complex, less predictable pattern of
mean SGR values emerges, especially for the outcrop-derived geometry. At the lowest
values of net:gross the majority of juxtaposition windows occur where the throw is less than
the thickness of the individual layers, for example towards fault tips (Fig. 9b). A minimal
volume of shale has therefore passed the fault and hence low SGR values result. In
contrast, where moderate net:gross ratios have been modelled (Fig. 9c), a greater area of
juxtaposition occurs, however a larger proportion of shale has passed these windows and
results in a higher SGR value.

The role of fault TMs and fault geometry on production is also considered (Fig. 10). Where
low-case (high permeability) fault TMs are specified (Fig. 10a) the disparity in juxtaposition
area between the two geometries has less impact on the simulated production, since the
low-case fault TMs do not excessively restrict across-fault flow. Therefore, for any given
net:gross ratio the difference between the outcrop-resolution and seismic-resolution
geometries is less than for the cases with lower permeability fault rocks (Fig. 10c).

In contrast, where high-case TMs are employed (Fig. 10c) the cumulative production volume
is consistently lower for the seismically resolvable geometry than for the outcrop-derived
geometry, irrespective of the net:gross of the stratigraphy. This indicates that the low
permeability of the fault rocks, combined with the lower juxtaposition areas of the seismically
resolvable geometry, is severely restricting across-fault flow. This emphasizes that the
predicted impact of faults upon fluid flow within reservoirs based upon their seismically
resolvable geometries may vary significantly compared to their impact when realistic
geometries (and hence juxtaposition areas) are accounted for.
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Vertical permeability

Although a number of our models utilize a well-derived, vertically layered permeability
distribution, within each individual layer the permeability values are isotropic. It is common
however for vertical to horizontal permeability ratios (Kv:Kh) to be significantly lower than 1,
due to compaction and preferential alignment of grains during burial. This leads to the
impediment of layer-perpendicular fluid flow which restricts hydraulic connectivity of vertically
separated layers. Previous work (Manzocchi et al. 2010) has shown the importance of fault
structure in enhancing vertical connectivity in low Kv:Kh sequences. The relative impact of
varying the Kv:Kh on the simulated production response of outcrop and seismically
resolvable fault geometries has been assessed by running simulations across 6 orders of
magnitude of Kv:Kh (Manzocchi et al. 2010) (Fig. 11). Mid-case fault TMs have been
assigned for all scenarios. For both geometries a lower Kv:Kh results in a lower cumulative
production volume, with the absolute produced volumes being lower for the seismically
resolvable geometry compared to the outcrop-derived geometry. The results for the
seismically resolvable geometry also display significantly more variation than those of the
outcrop-derived geometry. As already seen, outcrop fault geometries are significantly more
complex than those resolved within seismic data. This complexity enhances vertical
connectivity by allowing across-fault juxtaposition of otherwise vertically separated areas,
and hence leads to less disparity between high and low ratio Kv:Kh stratigraphies. As a
result the limited across-fault juxtaposition area of the seismically resolvable geometries
restricts the vertical connectivity and leads to greater variability between the different Kv:Kh
ratio stratigraphies. This suggests that determining the correct Kv:Kh may be less important

than simulations based upon seismically resolvable fault geometries would imply.

Implications

Faults are almost universally represented within geocellular models, and by extension, fluid
flow simulators as simple, single slip surfaces. The reason for this is both an issue of data
resolution and of the limitations in incorporating faults within geocellular grids. However, fault
growth processes necessitate that fault architecture is significantly more complex than the
geometries resolvable in, and modelled from, seismic data. As a result, fault and simulation
models that are constructed based upon seismically resolvable fault geometries are unlikely
to behave in the same way with regards to across-fault fluid flow as would the complex fault
geometries present in the subsurface.

A number of different approaches may aid and improve the accuracy of simulations where
faults are present. A variety of techniques exist for predicting fault architecture based upon
the burial history and geomechanical properties of the stratigraphy, however these are
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generally restricted to two dimensions (e.g. Welch et al. 2012). Difficulties arise in
incorporating this complexity into large reservoir models, where horizontal grid-cell
dimensions may typically be on the order of 200m. Locally refining the grid to a level of detail
which allows the complexity to be captured often leads to prohibitively long simulation run
times (Manzocchi et al. 2008).

Incorporating the vertical heterogeneity in fault structure is even less straightforward given
the way geocellular grids are constructed in the majority of reservoir modelling software
packages. Indeed, as outlined previously, our models correspond to a high resolution 2.5D
model rather than a full 3D volume. Were it possible to capture and subsequently model the
full 3D geometry of faults it is likely that the additional heterogeneity encountered would lead
to even greater levels of across-fault juxtaposition than our 2.5D approximations.

An alternative approach to including fault geometries and properties deterministically is to
incorporate complexity via a conditioned semi-stochastic or probabilistic methodology
(Odling et al. 2005; Rivenees et al. 2005; Childs et al. 2007; Manzocchi et al. 2008; Yielding
2012). Although this approach has a number of potential pitfalls, especially where a laterally
heterogeneous stratigraphy is present, it may provide more accurate predictive simulations
of fluid flow. Perhaps the simplest approach to account for geometric complexity is to
stochastically include sub-seismic relay zones (Manzocchi et al. 2008) which provide across-

fault flow pathways.

Our results have indicated that across-fault juxtaposition area is likely to be severely
underestimated when based on seismically resolvable fault geometries, potentially leading to
faults being modelled as overly retardant to flow. Nevertheless certain scenarios, such as
shale-rich, low net:gross reservoirs, may indeed experience juxtaposition-restricted across-
fault flow. Under these conditions the relative importance of the fault rock properties on
influencing across-fault transmissibility increases, with significant variability observed where
different clay content to permeability transforms are applied. These permeability transforms
are dependent on a number of variables including the specific burial history, hence applying
a locally calibrated clay content to permeability transform is critical where limited across-fault

juxtaposition area exists.

Relative importance of fault zone structure versus fault rock properties
Our simulation results suggest that it is the juxtaposition area that is the most critical factor in
controlling across-fault fluid flow, with fault rock properties being of subordinate importance.

For high-resolution fault geometries, with large juxtaposition areas, there is minimal
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difference in simulated results irrespective of the fault TMs which are applied. Conversely
the seismically resolvable geometries, with low juxtaposition areas, display significant
variation between different fault TM scenarios. This leads to the most important implication,
that seismically resolvable fault geometries are often modelled as being too sealing, since
they underestimate the juxtaposition area available to accommodate across-fault flow. This
also leads to erroneous emphasis being placed on the influence of fault rock properties on
fluid flow. Indeed, since the calculation of SGR-based fault TMs is dependent on fault throw,
it is likely that the fault TMs applied to seismically resolvable fault geometries may be

inappropriate.

Conclusions

For the first time we use a high resolution DEM to generate a 3D synthetic seismic cube in
order to compare geometry, petrophysical properties and flow simulation on normal faults at
high resolution and at seismic resolution. Our findings show:

e Fault geometries identifiable in seismic data are significantly simplified relative to
those observed at outcrop and this reduction is most noticeable in partially breached
relay ramps.

e The simplified geometry leads to a severe underestimate in the area of across-fault
self-juxtaposition of reservoir intervals for seismically resolvable faults, with the
magnitude of this disparity being amplified where the reservoir thickness is less than
the mean fault throw.

e Large juxtaposition areas, regardless of whether they are within the outcrop or
seismic model, lead to limited differences in the across-fault flux of hydrocarbon
irrespective of the fault transmissibility multipliers which are applied.

e With a relatively permeable fault rock only a small juxtaposition ‘window’ is required
to dominate across-fault fluid flow. This leads to a similar production response to
situations with significantly larger juxtaposition areas. Identifying potential ‘windows’

is therefore critical when attempting to predict across-fault flow behaviour.

We conclude that across-fault fluid flow is, therefore, in part controlled by a combination of
both juxtaposition area and fault permeability. Fault geometries modelled from seismic data
will underestimate the juxtaposition area available for across-fault flow, often leading to faults
being modelled as overly sealing even when appropriate fault permeabilities are included.
This emphasizes the importance of careful mapping of faults geometries when assessing



438 reservoir performance. Ideally multiple realizations, rather than a single realization, of fault
439  geometry would be included in reservoir uncertainty analysis.
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Fig. 1. (a) Reservoir scale faults from Utah, USA. The complex fault geometry results in
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self-juxtaposed. (b) Typical sub-surface seismic response of the fault structure shown in (a).
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The image shown in (a) is superimposed for reference. Note the lack of resolvable detail.
The preclusion of detailed imaging of fault structure generally leads to faults being modelled
as simple two-dimensional planes. Uncertainty in the position of horizon-fault intersections
caused by amplitude deterioration adjacent to faults is tackled by projecting reflectors

towards the faults from a set distance.

Fig. 2. Generalized workflow used for comparing simulation results for outcrop-resolution
and seismically forward resolution fault geometries. (a) High resolution LIDAR DEM is used
to construct a detailed fault model and geocellular grid at a depth of 3500m. This grid is
subsequently populated with appropriate petrophysical properties. (b) The populated
geocellular grid is exported to forward modelling software where the elastic and reflectivity
properties are calculated. These properties are used in conjunction with a background model
and seismic survey design to generate a 3D synthetic pre-stack depth-migrated seismic
cube. (c) The forward modelled seismic cube is interpreted and the seismically resolvable
fault geometries used to construct a second geocellular grid. This grid is populated with the
same petrophysical properties as the original, outcrop-derived models. (d) Fluid flow
simulation results for both the outcrop-derived and the seismically resolvable geometries
allow the differences in across-fault flow which are due to the discrepancies in fault

architecture to be identified.

Fig. 3. Specific workflow for generating the seismic forward model from the geological
model. a) Input surface from the DEM. b) Geocelullar grid generated from the DEM. c¢) The
geocellular grid is re-sampled into a regular grid with uniform cell dimensions prior to export
to forward modelling software. d) Varying petrophysical properties are used to populate the
geometries in (c). The reservoir interval is either thicker (i, iii) or thinner (ii, iv) than the mean
fault throws. The stratigraphies are either homogeneous (i, ii) or derived from North Sea well
data (iii, iv). €) Geocellular grid is imported into forward modelling software and populated
with appropriate petrophsyical properties. f) A 3D survey is designed and the dip and
azimuth of potentially illuminated reflections calculated. This is combined with an input
wavelet and the elastic and reflectivity properties of the target area and of the background
model to generate the synthetic seismic cube. g) The synthetic pre-stack depth-migrated
(PSDM) seismic cube. h) A standard seismic interpretation workflow is used to generate
seismic horizons and fault interpretations. i) A geocellular model is constructed from the
seismic interpretation with the same dimensions as the original, detailed model. It is
populated with identical petrophysical properties.
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Fig. 4. Location map for the digital elevation data used to generate high-resolution fault
architectures. The data are located within the Afar rift system, Ethiopia. A number of the rift

elements are shown for reference (Rowland et al. 2007; Barberi & Varet 1977).

Fig. 5. Example of a) outcrop-resolution and b) seismic-resolution models generated for a
partially breached relay zone.

Fig. 6. Oblique view of a selection of the input (outcrop-resolution), synthetic, and output
(seismic-resolution) models for “Top Reservoir’ horizon. (a) Thickness < Throw,
homogeneous stratigraphy, partially breached relay. (b) Thickness > Throw, heterogeneous
stratigraphy, partially breached relay. (c) Thickness < Throw, homogeneous stratigraphy,
fully breached relay. (d) Thickness > Throw, heterogeneous stratigraphy, fully breached

relay.

Fig. 7. Four different scenarios from Figure 6 to show the influence of resolution and
stratigraphy on both effective juxtaposition and production for a partially breached relay
ramp. (a) High Th:tw, outcrop fault geometry. (b) High Th:tw, seismically resolvable
geometry. (c) Low Th:tw, outcrop fault geometry. (d) Low Th:tw, seismically resolvable
geometry. The simulation results highlight the importance of the ratio of stratigraphic
thickness to fault throw (Th:tw) in terms of the effective juxtaposition area (shown) for a
partially breached relay zone geometry. OPC = Qil Production Cumulative, OPR = QOil
Production Rate, Red = High seal TM, Yellow = Mid Seal TM and Green = Low Seal TM.

Fig. 8. Images of fluid saturation part way through the simulation runs for nine different
scenarios. Red is low saturation and blue is high saturation. There are limited differences in
fluid distribution between the outcrop and seismically resolvable fault geometries and the
different fault TMs where there is a high Th:tw, and hence a large juxtaposition area. In
contrast the low Th:tw cases show significant differences in fluid saturation distribution for
the different fault geometries and different fault TMs.

Fig. 9. Oblique view of partially breached outcrop geometry showing the resulting models
populated with (a and b) N:G = 0.14 and (c and d) N:G = 0.46. (b) and (d) show
corresponding SGR values with faults shown as a transparency with SGR values
superimposed where the reservoir interval is self-juxtaposed. The base reservoir horizon is
also shown. In (b) Low N:G (0.14) results in the reservoir only being self-juxtaposed in areas
of very low displacement, i.e. at the fault tips. Since these areas have passed little shale
during deformation, their corresponding SGR values are low. In contrast, in (d) a higher N:G
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(0.46) leads to multiple sections of the reservoir interval being self-juxtaposed. Many of
these intervals have passed shale during deformation and hence have higher SGR values.

Fig. 10. Cumulative produced volume from seismically resolvable geometries

as a percentage of that of the outcrop geometry for varied N:G ratios. (a) low case TMs, (b)
mid case, (c) high case. Higher fault rock permeability (a) leads to less disparity between
seismically resolvable and outcrop-derived fault geometries than less permeable fault rocks

(c).

Fig. 11. Plots illustrating the impact of vertical to horizontal permeability ratio (Kv:Kh) on
cumulative hydrocarbon production for (a) outcrop-derived fault geometry and (b) forward
modelled, seismically resolvable fault geometry. The percentage difference between the
highest and lowest Kv:Kh ratios is shown by the solid black lines. In both cases lower Kv:Kh
results in lower cumulative hydrocarbon production over the course of the simulation runs.
The difference between the highest and lowest produced volumes however is significantly
greater for the seismically resolvable fault geometries (b, ca. 40%) than the outcrop-derived
fault geometries (a, ca. 20%). Note that the absolute produced volumes are also significantly

lower for the seismically resolvable geometry (b).
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Wood et al., The missing complexity in seisrhic
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