UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

This is a repository copy of Developing E-tourism: Slumdog Millionaire’s Digital Realities.

White Rose Research Online URL for this paper:
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/89382/

Version: Supplemental Material

Conference or Workshop Item:
Tzanelli, R Developing E-tourism: Slumdog Millionaire’s Digital Realities. In: Developing
Film Tourism: Theory and Practive, 15 May 2015, Glasgow, UK. (Unpublished)

Reuse

Unless indicated otherwise, fulltext items are protected by copyright with all rights reserved. The copyright
exception in section 29 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 allows the making of a single copy
solely for the purpose of non-commercial research or private study within the limits of fair dealing. The
publisher or other rights-holder may allow further reproduction and re-use of this version - refer to the White
Rose Research Online record for this item. Where records identify the publisher as the copyright holder,
users can verify any specific terms of use on the publisher’s website.

Takedown
If you consider content in White Rose Research Online to be in breach of UK law, please notify us by
emailing eprints@whiterose.ac.uk including the URL of the record and the reason for the withdrawal request.

| university consortium eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
WA Universities of Leeds, Sheffield & York https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/


mailto:eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/

DEVELOPING FILM TOURISM: THEORY AND PRACTICE
Andrew Stewart Cinema, Film and Television Studies,
University of Glasgow,

15 May 2015

Dr Rodanthi Tzanelli,
University of Leeds

Developing E-tourism: Slumdog Millionaire’s Digital Realities

Slumdog Millionaire (2008, dirs.. Danny Boyle & Loveen Tandan) has been successiierthan

one ways: not only did it receive international accolade as cinematic artwaldq itontributed to the
development of a tourist industry in its principal filmed sitbe,mega-slums of Juhu and Dharavi in
Mumbai. This presentation discusses the conceptual subtext of such transitions fromicinemat
artwork to digitised (online) tourist business. It points out thatStendog Millionaire e-tourist
industries hd to disconnect the film and its new slum tourisms from the dark heritage of Mumbai’s

slum histories of migration and povemgexclusion. This move signposted Mumbai’s filmed slums

as spaces of industriousness, family sociality and potential togetherness.

The shift from the dissemination of ‘dark’ (associated with slavery, death, exile and
colonisation) to slum (poverty, inequality) and, finally, to utopian (the slumhex&denic space of
industrious families) tourist messages can be (and has beete}l tie an answer to Mumbai’s
developmental problems. At the same time, its alleged ideological basis (e.g. thiicatjen of
slumdwellers in the film and now the cyberspace, where slum tours are advertised) poaks eth
dilemmas. | explore the arguments of the major involved e-tourist stakehtddéiscuss the traps
and pitfalls of engaging with such precarious enterprise. | argue that, befaverexthese ‘theses’
as normative statements, we should consider how they support different vefsidng & ‘social
reality’ and how society should function healthily. | stress tha$lumdog Millionaire’s ‘multiple
realities’ (of slums as terrestrial, political, historical, cinematic and now digjpalces) provide a
series of different blueprints for making host-guest exchange work (or naipeématic tourist

contexts.
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