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Abstract 

The literature on learner corpora (Al-Sulaiti, 2010; Granger & Dumont, 2012) shows 

that there is a need to compile an Arabic learner corpus, which can be used in research 

on Arabic language learning and teaching. This paper introduces the project to build 

the Arabic Learner Corpus (ALC) (Alfaifi & Atwell, 2013), and its potential uses in 

teaching Arabic as a second language (ASL). ALC includes 282,732 words of written 

and spoken materials produced by learners of Arabic in Saudi Arabia. The corpus 

covers two types of students, non-native Arabic speakers (NNAS) and native Arabic 

speaking students (NAS) who are learning to improve their written Arabic. The 

corpus also covers two general levels of study, pre-university and university. The 

corpus data is available online for download in TXT and XML format at  

http://www.arabiclearnercorpus.com .  Further work is being performed to annotate 

the entire corpus for errors. The growing role of learner corpora in the last decade has 

provided valuable insights into the uses of this type of corpora, such as error analysis, 

contrastive interlanguage analysis, making learners’ dictionaries, monitoring learners’ 
improvements and designing language materials. These uses were considered when 

building ALC as an open-source corpus. 
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