UNIVERSITY OF LEEDS

This is a repository copy of Multimodality in Arabic virtual learning environments.

White Rose Research Online URL for this paper:
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/79525/

Version: Published Version

Proceedings Paper:

Alzahrani, A and Atwell, E Multimodality in Arabic virtual learning environments. In:
UNSPECIFIED Multimodality in language research, 24-26 Jun 2014, University of Leeds,
UK. . (Unpublished)

Reuse

Items deposited in White Rose Research Online are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved unless
indicated otherwise. They may be downloaded and/or printed for private study, or other acts as permitted by
national copyright laws. The publisher or other rights holders may allow further reproduction and re-use of
the full text version. This is indicated by the licence information on the White Rose Research Online record
for the item.

Takedown
If you consider content in White Rose Research Online to be in breach of UK law, please notify us by
emailing eprints@whiterose.ac.uk including the URL of the record and the reason for the withdrawal request.

| university consortium eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
WA Universities of Leeds, Sheffield & York https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/



Multimodality in Arabic Virtual Learning Environments
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Abstract:

Our research focus is a survey of current use of Virtual Learning Environments -
VLEs - in Saudi Arabian University teaching, and recommendations for the future. This
paper reports our findings on the use of VLE multimodal features in language and
linguistics teaching in Saudi higher education. VLEs offer mixed use of text, sound, video
resources in learning modules. We will present a range of examples of these multimodal
learning resources from Saudi VLEs as well as some of their features. For instance, these
resources (texts, sounds and videos) can be downloaded and re-used. They are, in
addition, of a reasonable length which makes them appropriate for use in language and
linguistics teaching. As disadvantages of these resources, most videos have no subtitles,
most audios do not have transcripts, and both were not professionally recorded, which
decreases their re-usability. The current state of VLE systems in Saudi Arabian
universities shows that they are suitable for language and linguistics teaching while

taking into consideration that they still need more improvements to be more effective.



