
eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk

Universities of Leeds, Sheffield and York

Deposited via The University of Sheffield.

White Rose Research Online URL for this paper:
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/id/eprint/201236/

Version: Published Version

Book Section:

Massidda, A.L. and Baumann, H. (2023) Ñiquiñaque/extraÑo. In: Picard, M.H., Brenchat-
Aguilar, A., Carroll, T., Gilbert, J. and Miller, N., (eds.) Wastiary: A Bestiary of Waste. UCL 
Press, pp. 59-62. ISBN: 9781800085206. 

Reuse 

This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial (CC BY-NC) 
licence. This licence allows you to remix, tweak, and build upon this work non-commercially, and any new 
works must also acknowledge the authors and be non-commercial. You don’t have to license any derivative 
works on the same terms. More information and the full terms of the licence here: 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/ 

Takedown 

If you consider content in White Rose Research Online to be in breach of UK law, please notify us by 
emailing eprints@whiterose.ac.uk including the URL of the record and the reason for the withdrawal request. 

mailto:eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/id/eprint/201236/
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/


Edited by Michael Hennessy Picard, Albert Brenchat-Aguilar,

Timothy Carroll, Jane Gilbert and Nicola Miller

A BESTIARY OF WASTE

WASTIARY



Wastiary





Wastiary

A bestiary of waste

Edited by
Michael Hennessy Picard, Albert Brenchat-Aguilar, 
Timothy Carroll, Jane Gilbert and Nicola Miller



First published in 2023 by

UCL Press 

University College London 

Gower Street 

London WC1E 6BT

Available to download free: www.uclpress.co.uk

Collection © Editors, 2023

Text © Authors, 2023

Images © Authors and copyright holders named in captions, 2023

The authors have asserted their rights under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 

1988 to be identified as authors of this work.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from The British Library.

This book contains third-party copyright material that is not covered by the book’s 

Creative Commons licence. Details of the copyright ownership and permitted use of 

third-party material is given in the image (or extract) credit lines. If you would like to 

reuse any third-party material not covered by the book’s Creative Commons licence, 

you will need to obtain permission directly from the copyright owner.

This book is published under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non-Commercial 

4.0 International licence (CC BY-NC 4.0), https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

by-nc/4.0/. This licence allows you to share, copy, distribute and transmit the work 

for personal and non-commercial use providing author and publisher attribution is 

clearly stated. If you wish to use the work commercially, use extracts or undertake 

translation you must seek permission from the authors. Attribution should 

include the following information:

Picard, M., Brenchat-Aguilar, A. Carroll, T., Gilbert, J. and Miller, N. (eds). 

2023. Wastiary: A bestiary of waste. London: UCL Press. 

https://doi.org/10.14324/111.9781800085183 

Further details about Creative Commons licences are available at

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/

ISBN: 978-1-80008-520-6 (Hbk)

ISBN: 978-1-80008-519-0 (Pbk)

ISBN: 978-1-80008-518-3 (PDF)

ISBN: 978-1-80008-521-3 (epub)

DOI: https://doi.org/10.14324/111.9781800085183

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/


 CONTENTS  v

Contents

List of figures vii
Notes on contributors xi
Foreword by Clare Melhuish and Nicola Miller xx

Introduction, by Michael Hennessy Picard, Albert Brenchat-Aguilar, 
Timothy Carroll and Jane Gilbert 1

| for Strips of paper, by Nina Mathijsen 8
A for Architecture of ruins, by Jonathan Hill 9
B for Bomb ecologies, by Leah Zani  12
C for Capitalism (plastic), by Amanda Boetzkes  15
D for Data waste, by Roxana Vatanparast and Elettra Bietti 18
E for Excrement, by Franziska Neumann  25
F for Fire, by Stamatis Zografos  28
G for Ground up, by Onya McCausland 32
H for Hairs, by Robyn Adams  35
I for Identity, by Caitlin DeSilvey 38
J for Junk bonds, by David Sim  42
K for Kinship (chemical), by Angeliki Balayannis  45
L for Land waste, by Sonia Freire Trigo  49
M for Microbes, by Elaine Cloutman-Green 53
N for Nalu, by Melissa McCarthy  56
Ñ  for Ñiquiñaque/extraÑo, by Adriana Laura Massidda and  

Hanna Baumann  59
O for Outsourcing, by Matthijs de Bruijne  63
P  for Problem, by Bruno Vindrola-Padrós and Ulrike Sommer  66



vi CONTENTS

Q  for Queer liveliness/Queer matter/Queer toxin, by  
Mel Y. Chen  70

R for Rubble, by Adam Przywara  72
S for Space junk, by Alice Gorman  75
T for Time and Tower: Grenfell, by José Torero Cullen  79
U for Underground, by Luke Bennett  81
V for Vastus, by Véra Ehrenstein  84
W for Wasteland, by Miranda Griffin  87
X for Xenophobia, by Huda Tayob  90
Y for Yawning and Yearning, by Tatiana Thieme  93
Z for Zero waste, by Pushpa Arabindoo 97
* for Corona shapes, by Albert Brenchat-Aguilar 100
1 for 1%, by Andreas Philippopoulos-Mihalopoulos  106
2 for HS2, by Chia-Lin Chen  110
3 for From 3rd world to included 3rds, by Lucy Bell  114
4&6  for 4th Industrial Revolution and 6th extinction, by  

Everisto Benyera  119
5 for 5G, by Sy Taffel  122
7 for 7 dear things, by Maja and Reuben Fowkes  129
8 for Octopus, by Tina Beigi  132
9 for 9/11, by Michael Hennessy Picard  136

Epilogue, by Tamar Garb 140

Bibliography 145



 L IST OF F IGURES  vii

List of figures

0.1  Vivan Sundaram, Prospect, 2008, archival pigment print, 
104.5 × 59.5 inches, ed 5/10 (detail). © Vivan Sundaram. 
Courtesy of the artist. xx

A.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage A, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 9

A.1  Giovanni Battista Piranesi, Piazzale dei Cavalieri di 
Malta, Rome, 1766. The enclosing wall with obelisks and 
monuments. Photograph, Izabela Wieczorek. Courtesy of 
the photographer. 11

B.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage B, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 12

B.1  Leah Zani, Bomb Ecologies, date unknown. Courtesy of the 
author. 14

C.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage C, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 15

C.1  Diana Lelonek, Centre for Living Things, 2016–. Courtesy 
of the artist. 16

D.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage D, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 18

D.1  Tom Ravenscroft, TeleHouse North 2 at East India Dock 
campus, 2016. Courtesy of the architect. 23

E.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage E, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 25

E.1  Isaac Cruikshank, Indecency, 1799. London: S.W. Fores. 
Photograph. © Library of Congress Prints and Photographs 
Division. 27



viii L IST OF F IGURES

F.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage F, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 28

F.1 Rhona Eve Clews, Coax, 2018. Courtesy of the artist. 30
G.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage G, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 

Courtesy of the artist. 32
G.1  Six Bells Mine Water Treatment Scheme 51°43 33.56 N 

3°07 58.63 W 638 m. ©2019 Google. 33
H.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage H, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 

Courtesy of the artist. 35
H.1  Pareid Architecture, Follicle, 2019. Courtesy of the 

architects. 36
I.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage I, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 

Courtesy of the artist. 38
I.1  Mellissa Fisher, Microbial Me, 2015. In collaboration 

with Professor Mark Clements and Dr Richard Harvey. 
Supported by ThermoFisher Scientific. Courtesy of the artist. 40

J.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage J, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 42

J.1  Hilary Powell and the Bank Job team, Big Bang 2: Debt 
explosion, 2019. Photograph by Graeme Truby. 43

K.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage K, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 45

K.1  Angeliki Balayannis, SARPI-Veolia incinerator smoke stack, 
Dąbrowa Górnicza, Poland, 2016. Courtesy of the author. 46

L.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage L, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 49

L.1  Hilary Powell, The Games, 2017. Courtesy of the artist. 50
L.2  Sonia Freire Trigo, Activities on ‘vacant’ land in the Vauxhall 

Nine Elms Battersea Opportunity Area, London, 2012. 
Courtesy of the author. 51

L.3  Sonia Freire Trigo, Leftovers of the temporary uses of vacant 
land in the Royal Docks, London, 2015. Courtesy of the  
author. 51

L.4  Sonia Freire Trigo, Time suspended over the vacant land on 
Silvertown Quays, London, 2015. Courtesy of the author. 52

M.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage M, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 53

M.1  Sonja Bäumel, Microbial entanglement, Frankfurter 
Kunstverein, 2019. Photograph: copyright Robert Schittko. 54

N.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage N, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 56



 L IST OF F IGURES  ix

Ñ.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage Ñ, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 59

Ñ.1  Martín Oesterheld, still from La multitud (Buenos Aires, 
2012). Courtesy of the director. 61

O.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage O, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 63

O.1  Matthijs de Bruijne, Union of Cleaners FNV in Brussels, 
4 April 2014. Courtesy of the artist. 65

P.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage P, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 66

P.1  Bruno Vindrola-Padrós, The everyday pottery sherds at the 
Early Neolithic Criș settlement of Tășnad Sere (Satu Mare, 
Romania), 26 July 2016. Courtesy of the author. 68

Q.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage Q, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 70

R.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage R, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 72

S.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage S, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 75

S.1  NASA, Energy flash when a projectile launched at speeds up 
to 17,000 mph impacts a solid surface at the Hypervelocity 
Ballistic Range at NASA’s Ames Research Centre, Mountain 
View, California, 1963. Copyleft. 76

S.2  NASA, Wind tunnel test of Saturn rocket model, 1962. 
Copyleft. 77

T.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage T, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 79

U.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage U, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 81

U.1  Nicole Clouston, Microbial growth in mud from Lake 
Ontario Portrait, 2018. Courtesy of the artist. 82

V.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage V, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 84

W.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage W, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 87

W.1  Perceval à la Recluserie, Bibliothèque Nationale de France, 
BNF Richelieu Manuscrits Français 111, fol. 244v, Quête 
du saint Graal, France, Poitiers, XVe siècle. Courtesy 
Bibliothèque Nationale de France. 88

X.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage X, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 90



x L IST OF F IGURES

Y.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage Y, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 93

Z.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage Z, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 97

*.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage *, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 100

*.1  Chus Martínez, Corona Tales, 2020; collage by Albert 
Brenchat-Aguilar. © Ana Domínguez. Courtesy of the artist. 102

*.2  Eduardo Navarro, Untitled, 2020; animation: Esther Hunziker 
(see https://espaciofronterizo.com/borderland/animated-
skins-part1/). © Eduardo Navarro. Courtesy of the artist. 103

1.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage 1, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 106

1.1  Andreas Philippopoulos-Mihalopoulos, Oceans of Eternity 
V: Contract unto extinction, at K.U.K. gallery, Trondheim, 
Norway, on 6 September 2022. Photograph by Melchior 
Blum. Courtesy of the author. 108

2.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage 2, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 110

3.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage 3, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 114

3.1  Cartonera books. Photograph by Vassilis Korkas, 
2016. Courtesy of the artist. 117

4/6.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage 4, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 119

5.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage 5, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 122

7.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage 7, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 129

8.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage 8, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 132

9.0  Nina Mathijsen, Collage 9, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. 
Courtesy of the artist. 136

ZZ.1  Car park at the quarantine hotel. Photograph by Tamar 
Garb, June 2021. Courtesy of the author. 141

ZZ.2  Food at the quarantine hotel. Photograph by Tamar Garb, 
June 2021. Courtesy of the author. 142

ZZ.3  Accumulated water bottles at the quarantine hotel. Photograph 
by Tamar Garb, June 2021. Courtesy of the author. 143



 NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS  xi

Notes on contributors

Robyn Adams is Senior Research Fellow at the Centre for Editing Lives 
and Letters (CELL) at UCL. Her research interests focus on the collection, 
use and transmission of books and manuscripts in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, with particular emphasis on their material 
properties.

Pushpa Arabindoo is Associate Professor in Geography & Urban Design 
at the Department of Geography. She is a codirector of UCL Urban 
Laboratory leading the priority research theme ‘Wasteland’. She is also 
the co-convenor of the interdisciplinary MSc Urban Studies programme. 
Working mainly in the southern Indian city of Chennai, she conducts 
research that engages with the question of the urban from the viewpoint 
of nature using the filters of waste and water. More recently, she has been 
developing a conceptualisation of hinterland for a better understanding 
of the interactions between the urban and the Anthropocene. She has 
used a range of creative methodologies in these pursuits, including 
collaborations with a photographer and a playwright.

Angeliki Balayannis is Senior Lecturer in Human Geography at the 
University of Exeter. She specialises in the material politics of pollution 
and waste, interrogating how hazardous materials are governed, sensed 
and managed. She undertakes interdisciplinary collaborations with 
a range of publics, including regulators, activists, artists and waste 
workers.

Hanna Baumann is Senior Research Fellow at UCL’s Institute for Global 
Prosperity. She is interested in the intersection of urban and global 



xii NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

circulations of people and matter. Her current research examines the role 
of infrastructures and public services in shaping the urban citizenship of 
non-citizens.

Tina Beigi is a PhD researcher at McGill University and a member of 
Economics for the Anthropocene, a global research-to-action network. 
She previously worked as an environmental engineer in the Arctic to 
evaluate the ecological impact of mining waste in vulnerable regions. 
Her research interests lie in the intersection of ecological economics and 
political economy. Her current work focuses on the critique of so-called 
sustainable technologies through the gaze of ecological economics. In 
her recent coauthored publication ‘A postcolonial history of accumula-
tion by contamination in the Gulf’, she traces waste legacies in the wars 
across the Persian Gulf.

Lucy Bell is Researcher in Spanish-American Literature at Sapienza, 
the University of Rome. Since obtaining her PhD in Latin American 
Studies at the University of Cambridge, she has published widely in 
the field, including a coauthored monograph, Taking Form, Making 
Worlds: Cartonera publishers in Latin America (University of Texas Press, 
2022). 

Luke Bennett is Associate Professor in the Department of the Natural & 
Built Environment, Sheffield Hallam University, UK. An environ-
mental lawyer by background, since 2010 Luke has been probing the 
underground in works including In the Ruins of the Cold War Bunker: 
Affect, materiality and meaning making (Rowman & Littlefield, 2017).

Everisto Benyera is Professor of African Politics in the Department of 
Political Sciences at the University of South Africa in Pretoria, South 
Africa. He researches and publishes on community-based, non-state tran-
sitional justice, human rights, transitology and decoloniality. Everisto is 
the author of The Failure of the International Criminal Court in Africa: 
Decolonising global justice (Routledge, 2022).

Elettra Bietti is Assistant Professor of Law and Computer Science at 
Northeastern University. She was previously Joint Postdoctoral Fellow 
at the NYU School of Law and Cornell Tech. She recently completed a 
doctorate at Harvard Law School and her work is on the regulation of 
platforms and data from a privacy and antitrust law perspective.



 NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS  xiii

Amanda Boetzkes is Professor of Contemporary Art History and 
Theory at the University of Guelph. She is the author of Plastic 
Capitalism: Contemporary art and the drive to waste (MIT Press, 2019) 
and The Ethics of Earth Art (University of Minnesota Press, 2010), and 
coeditor of Heidegger and the Work of Art History (Ashgate Publishing, 
2014).

Albert Brenchat-Aguilar is Lecturer (Teaching) at The Bartlett School 
of Architecture, UCL. His publications include ‘A burst of architectural 
plots’, in Architecture and Culture (vol. 10, 2022), and the edited volume 
As Hardly Found in the Art of Tropical Architecture, forthcoming from 
the Architectural Association Press (2023). Previously he cocurated the 
public programme and publications of the Institute of Advanced Studies, 
UCL; edited the digital platform Ceramic Architectures; and worked as an 
architect in Bombas Gens Arts Centre.

Matthijs de Bruijne’s artistic practice is often a result of political 
involvement, and has arisen in recent years in collaboration with trade 
unions and other labour organisations. In 2010 he was invited by the 
Dutch Union of Cleaners to help this workers’ organisation visualise its 
messages in a clear manner and create an identity for this part of the 
working class in the Netherlands. Since 2019 he has been creating the 
union archive, which will be passed on to the International Institute of 
Social History in Amsterdam.

Dr Timothy Carroll is Principal Research Fellow in Anthropology at 
UCL. His current research investigates the way that materials such as 
the body and the environment are marshalled within the religious, 
political and social discourse of the global community of Orthodox 
Christian Churches. He is the author of Orthodox Christian Material 
Culture: Of people and things in the making of heaven (Routledge, 2018) 
and coauthor of A Return to the Object: Alfred Gell, art, and social theory 
(Routledge, 2021).

Chia-Lin Chen is Lecturer at the Department of Geography & Planning, 
University of Liverpool. She is interested in exploring the relationship 
between transport and territorial dynamism across different spatial 
scales, seeking potential solutions through strategic planning and 
governance. She has coauthored and coedited extensively on high-speed 
rail and territorial development.



xiv NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Mel Y. Chen is Richard and Rhoda Goldman Distinguished Chair of 
Undergraduate and Interdisciplinary Studies and Associate Professor of 
Gender & Women’s Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. Books 
include Animacies: Biopolitics, racial mattering, and queer affect (Duke 
University Press, 2012), Intoxicated: Race, disability and chemical intimacies 
of empire and the coedited Crip Genealogies, both forthcoming with Duke.

Elaine Cloutman-Green is a healthcare scientist working across 
UCL and Great Ormond Street Hospital. She works within Infection 
Prevention and Control but holds a special interest in microbes and 
the environment. In connection with this special interest, she has been 
working with the London Clinical Senate to explore how the NHS can 
introduce innovations in order to reduce its carbon footprint.

Caitlin DeSilvey is Professor of Cultural Geography at the University 
of Exeter’s Cornwall campus, where she is Associate Director for 
Transdisciplinary Research in the Environment and Sustainability 
Institute. Her recent publications include After Discourse: Things, affects, 
ethics (coedited; Routledge, 2020) and Heritage Futures: Comparative 
approaches to natural and cultural heritage practices (coauthored; UCL 
Press, 2020).

Véra Ehrenstein is CNRS Researcher at the Centre d’étude des 
mouvements sociaux, École des hautes études en sciences sociales, in 
Paris, France. Véra is a sociologist who is interested in better under-
standing some of the relations between science, innovation and global 
policy in the face of climate change.

Maja and Reuben Fowkes are art historians, curators and codirectors of 
the Postsocialist Art Centre (PACT) at the Institute of Advanced Studies, 
UCL. Their publications include Art and Climate Change (Thames & 
Hudson, 2022), Central and Eastern European Art Since 1950 (Thames & 
Hudson, 2020) and Ilona Németh: Eastern Sugar (Sternberg Press, 2021). 
Recent curatorial projects include the exhibitions Colliding Epistemes 
at Bozar Brussels (2022) and Potential Agrarianisms at Kunsthalle 
Bratislava (2021). Their research on the Socialist Anthropocene in the 
Visual Arts is supported by a UKRI Frontier Research grant (http://www.
translocal.org).

Sonia Freire Trigo is a lecturer at The Bartlett School of Planning 
(UCL) and director of their MSc Urban Regeneration programme. Her 



 NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS  xv

research interests focus on urban redevelopment and urban regeneration 
processes, with attention to the politics of planning and its influence on 
concepts of urban change and land scarcity.

Tamar Garb is Professor of Art History at UCL. Publications include 
Sisters of the Brush: Women’s artistic culture in late nineteenth-century 
Paris (Yale University Press, 1994), Bodies of Modernity: Figure and flesh 
in fin-de-siècle France (Thames and Hudson, 1998) and The Painted 
Face: Portraits of women in France 1814–1914 (Yale University Press, 
2007). She specialises in photography and contemporary art in and 
from southern Africa. Curatorial projects include Figures and Fictions: 
Contemporary South African photography (2011), Distance and Desire: 
Encounters with the African archive (2014), Conversations in Letter and 
Lines: William Kentridge and Vivienne Koorland (2016) and Made Routes 
(2019).

Jane Gilbert studied at Cambridge and (briefly) at the Courtauld 
Institute and has lectured at UCL since 1997. She works on French and 
English medieval literature and is interested especially in conversations 
between medieval literature and modern critical theory. Her recent 
publications include Medieval French Literary Culture Abroad (Oxford 
University Press, 2020); coauthored with William Burgwinkle and Simon 
Gaunt, this book emerged from the AHRC-funded project recorded at 
http://www.medievalfrancophone.ac.uk, which investigated how Old 
French literary texts and manuscripts were produced and circulated 
outside France, with a view to projecting a non-national history of French 
literature. Her current project is on Form in Translation: how literary 
form translates between French, English and Latin in medieval texts and 
manuscripts, how forms are laid out in manuscripts, and the affective, 
literary and philosophical consequences.

Alice Gorman is Associate Professor at Flinders University in Adelaide. 
She is an internationally recognised leader in the field of space 
archaeology and author of the award-winning book Dr Space Junk vs 
the Universe: Archaeology and the future (MIT Press, 2020). Her research 
focuses on the archaeology and heritage of space exploration, including 
space junk, planetary landing sites, off-earth mining and space habitats. 
In 2020, asteroid 551014 Gorman was named in her honour.

Miranda Griffin is Assistant Professor of Medieval French at the 
University of Cambridge, and a Fellow of Murray Edwards College.  



xvi NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

She is the author of The Object and the Cause in the Vulgate Cycle 
(Legenda, 2005) and Transforming Tales: Rewriting metamorphosis in 
medieval French literature (Oxford University Press, 2015), as well as 
articles on a range of topics in medieval French literature.

Jonathan Hill is Professor of Architecture and Visual Theory at The 
Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL, where he directs the MPhil/PhD 
Architectural Design programme. Jonathan is the author of The Illegal 
Architect (Black Dog Publishing, 1998), Actions of Architecture (Routledge, 
2003), Immaterial Architecture (Routledge, 2006), Weather Architecture 
(Routledge, 2012), A Landscape of Architecture, History and Fiction 
(Routledge, 2016) and The Architecture of Ruins (Routledge, 2019).

Adriana Laura Massidda is an architect and researcher at the University 
of Sheffield. Her most recent work focused on the environmental history 
of two UK housing estates built over former sewage farms, also engaging 
a project of landscape codesign with local residents. Earlier, she studied 
the socio-ecological transformations of urban space in twentieth-century 
Buenos Aires shantytowns.

Nina Mathijsen Together with art director Marnix de Klerk, Nina 
Mathijsen is founder and co-owner of Detour, an Utrecht-based studio for 
visual communication, social campaigning and design. Nina uses collage, 
drawing, aquarelle and embroidery to illustrate social campaigns, such 
as the Dutch Union of Cleaners’ struggle to improve their conditions of 
employment.

Melissa McCarthy’s Sharks, Death, Surfers: An illustrated companion 
was published by Sternberg Press in 2019. Her next book, Photo, 
Phyto, Proto, Nitro, from Sagging Meniscus, emerges in 2023. Shorter 
pieces have appeared in The Exacting Clam, Full Stop, Public Domain 
Review, The Yellow Paper and other publications. McCarthy’s recent 
teaching and talks include appearances at Glasgow School of Art; Tate 
Modern, London; and the Volksbühne, Berlin. Her two radio series – 
Melissa McCarthy’s View from a Shark and The Slipping Forecast – can 
be found, along with further material, at her website http://sharksil 
lustrated.org.

Onya McCausland is an artist based in London and South Wales. She 
teaches painting at the Slade School of Fine Art where she also leads a 
visual reading group, Environment, Ecology, Sustainability.

http://sharksillustrated.org
http://sharksillustrated.org


 NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS  xvii

Nicola Miller is Director of the Institute of Advanced Studies. She joined 
UCL in 1990, became Professor of Latin American History in 2007 and 
was Head of the Department of History from 2007 to 2012. Her research 
is focused on the intellectual, cultural, political and international history 
of the Americas, in comparative and transnational perspectives; and on 
nationalism and national identity, especially in the Americas. Her recent 
research has been on the history and politics of knowledge, especially 
Republics of Knowledge (Princeton University Press, 2020).

Franziska Neumann is Junior Professor of Early Modern History at the 
Technical University of Braunschweig. She was Joint Junior Research 
Fellow at the Institute of Advanced Studies of UCL and the German 
Historical Institute London for 2019/20. Her research interests include 
environmental history, urban history and the history of waste.

Andreas Philippopoulos-Mihalopoulos is an artist, legal theorist and 
fiction author. He works with performance art, photography and text, 
as well as sculpture and painting. He is Professor of Law & Theory at 
the University of Westminster, and Director of The Westminster Law & 
Theory Lab. His fiction includes The Book of Water, published in Greek 
(Thines, 2017) and English (Eris, 2022).

Michael Hennessy Picard teaches Waste Law at the University of 
Edinburgh School of Law. His research focuses on the transnational 
regulation of global waste objects, from the recycling of shipwrecks to 
the (mis)management of outer space debris. 

Adam Przywara is a PhD candidate in the Manchester Architecture 
Research Group at the University of Manchester. He holds a Master of 
Arts degree in Architectural History from The Bartlett, UCL. His research 
concerns the materiality of ruins and metabolism of rubble in the history 
of twentieth-century architecture.

David Sim is Associate Professor in US History at UCL. He works on the 
history of US foreign relations and is especially interested in imperial 
and  transnational approaches to the history of the nineteenth-century 
United States.

Ulrike Sommer is Senior Lecturer in European Prehistory at the UCL 
Institute of Archaeology. Her research interests include the Neolithisation 
of Europe, taphonomy and lithic technology. She is currently running a 



xviii NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

fieldwork project on the early Neolithic of northwestern Romania. She 
is coeditor of The Oxford Handbook of Archaeological Theory (Oxford 
University Press, 2021) and area editor for Eurasia for the Encyclopedia 
of Archaeology (2nd edition, edited by Thilo Rehren and Efthymia Nikita; 
Elsevier, forthcoming 2023).

Sy Taffel is Senior Lecturer in Media Studies and codirector of the 
Political Ecology Research Centre at Massey University, Aotearoa-New 
Zealand. He is the author of Digital Media Ecologies (Bloomsbury, 2019). 
His research focuses on digital technology and the environment, digital 
media and society, automation, and digital labour.

Huda Tayob is currently a lecturer in Architectural Studies at the 
University of Manchester. She has previously taught at the University 
of Cape Town the Graduate School of Architecture, University of 
Johannesburg, and The Bartlett School of Architecture. She is a Mellon 
Fellow on the Canadian Centre for Architecture project Centring Africa. 
Her research focuses on minor, migrant and subaltern architectures, 
centred on the African continent and Global South. She is cocurator of 
the open access curriculum Race Space & Architecture (http://races 
pacearchitecture.org), and lead curator and project manager of the 
digital exhibition Archive of Forgetfulness (http://archiveofforgetful 
ness.com).

Tatiana A. Thieme is Associate Professor in Geography at UCL. Tatiana’s 
contribution to this volume draws on ethnographic research conducted 
in Paris for a multi-sited collaborative project with Eszter Kovacs and 
Kavita  Ramakrishnan, titled ‘Temporary migrants or new European 
citizens? Geographies of integration and response between “camps” 
and the city’ and funded by the British Academy’s UK International 
Challenges award.

José Torero Cullen is Professor of Civil Engineering and Head of the 
Department of Civil, Environmental and Geomatic Engineering at UCL. 
He works in safety, remediation and sanitation, where he specialises 
in complex environments. He is a fellow of the Royal Academy of 
Engineering and the Royal Society of Edinburgh.

Roxana Vatanparast is an interdisciplinary legal scholar interested 
in technology, international law and digital global governance. She is 
currently a Fellow with the Transatlantic Technology Law Forum at 



 NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS  xix

Stanford Law School. She holds a JD from UC Hastings (UC Law SF) and 
a PhD in Law & Institutions from the University of Turin.

Bruno Vindrola-Padrós is a Research Fellow for the ERC-funded 
project ‘XSCAPE: Material Minds’ at Christian-Albrechts-Universität 
(Kiel, Germany). He completed his doctoral studies at UCL Institute 
of Archaeology in 2021. His research focuses on how broken objects, 
and much of what we call waste today, shaped human practices during 
the European Neolithic, and how these human–material interactions 
enabled a different form of knowledge construction.

Leah Zani is a public anthropologist and poet writing on the cultural 
impact of war. Zani is the author of Bomb Children (Duke University 
Press, 2019) and Strike Patterns (Redwood Press, 2022). From 2018 
to 2021, Zani was the poetry editor for the journal Anthropology and 
Humanism. 

Stamatis Zografos is Lecturer (Teaching) in Architectural History and 
Theory at UCL’s Bartlett School of Architecture. He is also the cofounder 
of Incandescent Square, an interdisciplinary platform for research and 
design with interests spanning from architecture and urbanism to critical 
heritage and curating. He is the author of Architecture and Fire: A 
 psychoanalytic approach to conservation, published in 2019 by UCL Press.



 ÑIQUIÑAQUE/EXTRAÑO  59

Ñiquiñaque/extraÑo

Adriana Laura Massidda and Hanna Baumann

Figure Ñ.0 Nina Mathijsen, Collage Ñ, 2021. © takeadetour.eu. Courtesy of the 
artist.
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ñiquiñaque: rare Spanish word meaning insignificant, ‘despicable 
person or thing’.1

extraÑo: strange, unfamiliar; sometimes with a connotation of 
uncanniness.2

In his observational documentary La multitud,3 Martín Oesterheld 
portrays a series of derelict spaces or ‘urban interstices’ in order to 
articulate a critical narrative about urban decay and transformation.4 
These include abandoned theme parks, car dumps and the edges of the 
‘Ecological Reserve’. A series of figures slide smoothly, almost speechless, 
across these spaces, linking two shantytowns, a social housing complex, 
a power plant and a set of top-end skyscrapers under construction.

The wastelands depicted reflect key junctions of Argentina’s 
twentieth-century history. Built by the last dictatorship (Proceso 
de Reorganización Nacional, 1976–83) in accordance with a 1960s 
masterplan, the unprofitable amusement park Interama was left to rust. 
Echoing it, the Ciudad Deportiva de La Boca sports complex remains 
incomplete, its concrete ruins evocative of a moment of ambition and 
optimism coinciding with the presidency of Arturo Illia (1963–66) 
and the Revolución Argentina dictatorship (1966–73). Each park is 
bordered by the rusting remains of vehicles in official yet unregulated 
open-air car dumps. Vegetation is shown growing inside the cars and in 
the theme parks’ imaginative concrete figures. Finally, swelling on the 
edge of the city, native and exotic plants of the Ecological Reserve grow 
on the rubble of the demolitions produced by the Proceso. In it, flora 
and fauna are protected by a municipal bylaw issued in the mid-1980s, 
in the context of cultural rejuvenation that marked Argentina’s return 
to democracy. This blossoming of life contrasts with the memory of 
systematic kidnap, torture and murder that is evoked by the waste that 
supports it (the Proceso was, in fact, Argentina’s most traumatic period 
of the century). This produces an unsettling effect reminiscent, mutatis 
mutandis, of the bombed-out Brachen (fallow lands) in divided post-war 
Berlin as described by Matthew Gandy, where political violence created 
the conditions that allowed new forms of urban nature to thrive.5

Urban margins, abandoned spaces and wastelands are often 
regarded as ñiquiñaque, as things to neglect and abhor. However, as 
Cristian Silva argues, interstices are, through their very marginality, key 
to fundamental urban processes such as sprawl, where they ‘destabilize 
institutional orthodoxies’.6 External to urban planning, they contribute 
to sprawl’s fragmented nature. In the case of the interstices portrayed 
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in La multitud, this disruptive quality is further highlighted by their 
proximity to more formalised spaces (the high-end constructions, the 
power plant, the housing complex), which makes them strangers, alien, 
extraños to their own context. I am here using the term extraños in line 
with Sigmund Freud’s analysis of the unheimlich, ‘something repressed 
which recurs’,7 something once familiar which was displaced to the 
unconscious and which re-emerges displaced, and which duplicates 
its appearances when it should have remained hidden, becoming 
profoundly distressing. This extends to the role of vegetation in the 
abandoned spaces observed: Oesterheld’s portrayal of inhabited cars, 
a dried fountain hosting miniature trees and a mouldy giant Gulliver 
figure reminds us of the uncanniness produced by encountering life in 
unanimated objects, by the blurring of the boundary between the living 
and the dead,8 and by the spanning of the artificial/natural divide which 
largely underpins our culture. By observing these spaces in their ‘elegant 
deterioration’,9 Oesterheld brings to the fore the disturbing persistence 
of Argentina’s recent past. Furthermore, in La multitud, marginal spaces 
once more become central: by focusing on two locations in the east 
and the southwest of the city which mirror one another, Oesterheld 
constructs a counterpoint which fences in most of the Buenos Aires 
capital district. Waste spaces are, in this film, very far from ‘insignificant’.

Postscript: the letter ‘ñ’ is also itself marginalised, treated as ñiquiñaque 
by digital globalised communications where it upsets character strings 

Figure Ñ.1 Martín Oesterheld, still from La multitud (Buenos Aires, 2012). 
Courtesy of the director.
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and gets displaced from keyboards, and banned for proper names in 
France only a few years ago, yet reclaimed as key to Spanish-speaking 
and Breton culture by its users.10

Notes

 1 Our translation. Real Academia Española, ‘ñiquiñaque’, in Diccionario de la lengua española, 
23.4 ed. <https://dle.rae.es> [accessed 26 November 2020]. 

 2 Sigmund Freud, ‘The Uncanny’ [1919], in The Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological 
Works of Sigmund Freud, XVII (1917–1919): An Infantile Neurosis and Other Works, ed. 
by James Strachey and Anna Freud (The Hogarth Press and the Institute of Psychoanalysis, 
1955), pp. 217–52. 

 3 La multitud, dir. by Martin Oesterheld (J. C. Fisner, 2013).
 4 Cristian Silva, ‘The interstitial spaces of urban sprawl: Unpacking the marginal suburban 

geography of Santiago de Chile’, in Creative Spaces: Urban culture and marginality in Latin 
America, ed. by Niall Geraghty and Adriana Laura Massidda (Institute of Latin American 
Studies, 2019), pp. 55–84.

 5 Natura Urbana: The Brachen of Berlin, dir. by Matthew Gandy (UK/Germany, 2017).
 6 Silva, ‘The interstitial spaces of urban sprawl’, p. 55.
 7 Italics in the original. Freud, ‘The Uncanny’, p. 241.
 8 Freud, ‘The Uncanny’, p. 226 and pp. 241–4.
 9 Niall Geraghty and Adriana Laura Massidda, ‘The spatiality of desire in Martin Oesterheld’s 

La Multitud and Luis Ortega’s Dromómanos’, in Creative Spaces: Urban culture and 
marginality in Latin America, ed. by Niall Geraghty and Adriana Laura Massidda (Institute of 
Latin American Studies, 2019), pp. 201–39. 

10 AFP, ‘French baby boy banned from having name containing tilde’, The Guardian, 13 
September 2017, <https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2017/sep/13/french-baby-
boy-banned-from-getting-name-containing-symbol> [accessed 15 June 2021]. 
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