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Abstract: In order to dispose of large quantities of mineral tailings, paste backfill is proposed and
widely adopted. Paste backfill, which has high concentration and yield stress and behaves as a
non-Newtonian fluid, is prepared at the surface plant and then transported underground. Vertical
pipelines are more likely to suffer various failures, such as pipe breaks, wear and plugging, during
the transport process. Few present studies focus on the flow behavior of paste slurry flowing in
vertical pipes. In this work, two L-shaped pipeline systems with internal diameters (ID) of 40 mm
and 65 mm with electrical resistance tomography (ERT) were manufactured to visualize flow regimes
and measure the axial velocity and pipe pressure of slurry flowing in the upper and lower zones of
vertical pipes. Flow regimes were extracted from ERT-reconstructed images stacked by time-series.
Based on this, four typical flow regimes were summarized, and the characteristics of velocity and
pressure change with vertical pipe depth were discussed.

Keywords: paste slurry; vertical pipe; flow regime; axial velocity; pressure

1. Introduction

In recent decades, paste backfill technology has been extensively and increasingly
used in mining operations to dispose of large quantities of mineral tailings [1], provide
underground mine support and maximize ore recovery [2-5]. Paste backfill with a solids
content of approximately 70 to 85 wt% [6,7], in which full tailings are bonded together
by a hydraulic binder and mixing water [8], is prepared at the surface plant and then
transported underground by gravity or a pumping system. It is clear that the most cost-
effective transportation system is gravity. A common practice is to pour backfill into vertical
pipes or boreholes which connect to horizontal pipes leading to the stope to be filled [9].

With the exhaustion of shallow resources, more and more mines with a depth of more
than 1000 m have been built [10]. In the case of deep mines using the paste backfill method,
gravity transport systems are preferred where possible and backfill will be conveyed over
long distances which may include extra-long vertical pipes or boreholes. In this instance,
vertical pipes or boreholes could easily suffer from pipeline vibration, blockage, water
hammer and other failures as a result of the unsteady accelerated pipe flow, leading to
high wear [11,12], fatigue damage or even bursting, which ultimately upsets the entire
mining operation. Several photographs of vertical pipeline failures occurring in a metal
mine in China using paste backfill are shown in Figure 1. Figure 1a presents one side of
the pipe wall wearing faster than the other side. Figure 1b,c taken using a borehole endo-
camera shows some scratches or even gaps in the inner pipe wall. Vertical delivery systems,
generally buried between the ground surface and underground stopes, can be described as
a black box where the internal backfill flow is not available for inspection. Avoiding backfill
system failures and achieving high system reliability require a thorough understanding of
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the flow behavior of paste backfill in vertical pipes. It is, therefore, necessary to examine
how backfill slurry flows change with vertical pipe depth and to monitor flow parameters
by adopting some investigative tools.

vl ISR

-

Figure 1. Several vertical pipeline failures (a) uneven wear (b) scratch and (c) gap.

Currently, a range of techniques, including optical methods [13,14], X-ray or gamma-
ray scanning [15,16] and nuclear magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) [17,18] are applied to
measure fluid flows. However, each of these techniques has its advantages and inherent
limitations. For example, optical measuring methods can be quite difficult when testing
opaque slurry flow. Some non-optical methods, such as X-ray and MRI, are very expensive
and, more importantly, may cause environmental issues [19].

In the past decades, as a promising non-intrusive measurement technique, electrical
resistance tomography (ERT) has received more attention from both academia and industry
due to its advantages of fluid opacity independence, relatively low cost, no radiation
hazard and online measurement [20,21]. ERT measurements has been widely used in
mixing, transport and a few other processes [22-24]. For pipeline transport, ERT can obtain
qualitative tomograms reflecting flow regimes and quantitative data that include cross-
sectional profiles of the distribution of materials or velocities in pipes [25,26]. Applications
of ERT to gas-liquid two-phase flow in the petrochemical field are more common in
published literature [27-29]. ERT is also used to measure solid-liquid two-phase flow;
however, most experimental studies take the slurry with concentrations of about 5-35%
solid by volume as research objects [30-32]. Few researchers have successfully applied ERT
measurements to paste slurry with very high solid content which is generally regarded as a
non-Newtonian pseudo-plastic fluid [33].

Numerous researchers have performed extensive investigations on slurry pipeline
transport. Horizontal pipe cases are greater in number compared to all other pipe configura-
tions. Mechanisms describing the concentration distribution [20,34], flow properties [35-37]
and pressure drop [38—40] across the flow have been understood to a certain extent. Never-
theless, very limited research has been performed on paste slurry flowing using gravity in
vertical pipes. Existing related studies are generally based on ideal hypotheses or practical
cases and lack visualization experiments using real-time monitoring system [41-43]. This
is mainly due to the complexity of slurry gravity flow phenomena which makes it difficult
to understand the flow.

This paper intends to evaluate the flow behavior of paste slurry transported by gravity
flow. Two L-shaped pipeline systems with ERT were designed and manufactured to
visualize flow regimes and measure the axial velocity and pipe pressure of paste slurry in
vertical pipes. Several typical flow regimes were summarized, and the characteristics of
axial velocity and pressure of slurry flowing in vertical pipes were discussed.
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2. Experimental Setup and Methodology
2.1. Materials

Mineral tailings used in this experiment are from a Lead and Zinc Mine in Inner
Mongolia, China. The specific gravity of the tailings measured using the water pycnometer
test was 2.755 g/cm?. Particle size distribution was analyzed using a TopSizer Laser Particle
Size Analyzer Instrument (OMEC Instruments Co., Ltd., Zhuhai, China), and the result is
shown in Figure 2. The characteristic particle diameter Dy that represents the particle size
with x vt% of tailings smaller than this size can be obtained from Figure 2. Dy, D5¢ and
Dy of the tailings are 5.38, 56.60, 241.66 um, respectively.
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Figure 2. Particle size distribution of tailings.

Paste backfill generally contains mineral tailings, binder and water. However, ce-
mented slurry solidification might do harm to ERT electrodes. The paste slurry prepared in
this experiment consists only of the tailings and water and the binder was not included.

In order to determine slurry concentrations to be tested in the L-shaped pipeline
systems, rheological parameters of slurries with different concentrations were tested using
a Brookfield R/S plus rotor rheometer. Flow curves of these slurries are illustrated in
Figure 3. The Bingham model was used to fit the flow curve. Bingham plastic viscosity
and yield stress are listed in Table 1. Four slurry concentrations of 76%, 78%, 80% and 82%
with yield stress of 7.16 Pa, 15.49 Pa, 35.25 Pa, 79.96 Pa, respectively, were used to carry out
transport experiments.
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Figure 3. Flow curves of slurry with different concentrations.
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Table 1. Rheological parameters based on the flow curve fitting by Bingham model.

76% 77% 78% 79% 80% 81% 82% 83% 84%
Yield stress (Pa) 7.16 14.84 15.49 22.04 35.25 56.69 79.96 114.85 197.82
Bingham plastic 0.39 035 0.40 0.46 0.38 0.54 0.64 0.89 1.17

viscosity (Pa-s)

2.2. Experimental Setup

Two L-shaped pipeline systems with internal diameters (ID) of 40 mm and 65 mm, which
includes vertical and horizontal sections, were utilized in this study. These two systems had
the same composition except for the ID. In this paper, S1 was used to refer to the pipeline
system with the ID of 40 mm and S2 is for the ID of 65 mm. Figure 4 provides a schematic
drawing of the L-shaped pipeline system. The vertical section is 2 m long and consists of a
storage hopper with a capacity of approximately 140 L which is connected to the valve I;
several identical pipes with a length of 35 cm are connected with each other by threaded
joints; an ERT system comprises a dual-plane ERT sensor, a data acquisition system (DAS)
and a host computer used for image reconstruction. The horizontal section is 4 m long and
includes several identical pipes with a length of 90 cm; the valve II; a measuring tank and
scales to monitor the mass flow. The storage hopper is placed in a stainless-steel stand
and the horizontal pipeline is braced by several support frames. With the exception of
the ERT sensor, the entire L-shaped pipeline is made of plexiglass which allows for direct
observation of the slurry flow.
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Figure 4. Cont.
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Figure 4. Gravity flow experimental setup. (a) Schematic drawing; (b) photograph.

The dual-plane ERT sensor is mounted on a uPVC pipe rather than a plexiglass pipe.
This is because plexiglass pipes may be more likely to produce cracks in stress concentration
areas during the manufacturing process. The distance of two planes is 80 mm, which is
used to calculate the slurry axial velocity based on the principle of cross-correlation. Each
plane is composed of 16 stainless-steel bolts (DN = 4 mm) acting as electrodes that are
mounted on the periphery of the pipe wall at equal intervals. Moreover, each ERT sensor is
provided with a port connecting a rubber hose and digital differential pressure-meter used
for measuring static pressure. A photograph of ERT sensor with a port is shown in Figure 5.
The adjacent electrode pair protocol is employed here which involves injecting the drive
current and, subsequently, measuring the voltage difference of adjacent electrodes [44,45].
The ID of the uPVC pipe and each plane being equal to that of plexiglass pipes allows a
smooth pipeline inner wall and no interference with the flowing slurry.

Traditional ERT data acquisition systems can acquire up to 200 images per second [26].
A dual-plane V5R system from ITS Ltd., UK, can acquire about 300 frames per second per
plane [46]. Gravity transport of backfill in vertical pipes is a rapidly evolving process, where
a faster image acquisition speed is required to measure and monitor the flow behavior.
Therefore, a high performance ERT system from ITS, which is called Fast Impedance



Processes 2022, 10, 1696

60of 17

Camera System (FICA) and can acquire data at a rate of 1000 dual frames per second with
an excitation signal frequency of 80 kHz, was used in this research.

Figure 5. Photograph of the ERT sensor.

The gravitational potential energy will accelerate the slurry through the vertical pipe,
resulting in a partly filled pipe-flow. A resistance ring was added between the ERT sensor
and the DAS in case the slurry falls from the center of the pipe without touching the pipe
wall and all electrodes are exposed to the air, which can aid in protecting the ERT systems.

2.3. Experimental Procedure

In order to eliminate noise and reduce error, the ERT system is based on the principle
of comparing measured result to a known reference value. It is, thus, necessary to take a
reference measurement prior to collecting data. It should be noted that paste slurry can
be treated as single-phase flow during the ERT measurement due to its toothpaste-like
fluid consistency with no particle segregation. Therefore, the reference frames can be
measured when the pipe is full of paste slurry. The experiment includes a set of groups
with slurry concentrations of 76%, 78%, 80% and 82%. For each concentration, a reference
measurement is required, and pipeline cleaning is essential when any test is completed.
About 50 L prepared paste slurry is then poured into the storage hopper. All groups start at
the same fluid level and are complete when the slurry is no longer discharged at the end of
horizontal pipeline. Figure 6 shows a simplified flowsheet of the ERT experiment operation
procedure. Furthermore, the 2-m long vertical pipeline was divided into two test zones
from top to bottom, as illustrated in Figure 4. For a given paste slurry to be detected, an
ERT sensor would be consecutively mounted on Zone 1 and Zone 2; that is, every group
would be repeated at least two times.

Reference measurement

}

Pipeline cleaning

}

Slurry added to the
storage hopper

!

ERT test

A

slurry concentration

to be changed

Slurry concentration

to be constant

Figure 6. Operation procedure of pipeline transport experiment using ERT.
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3. Results and Discussions
3.1. Liquid Holdup

Provided that continuous paste delivery and full-pipe flow are maintained, the risk
of pipeline system failures could be largely eliminated. In this paper, liquid holdup (LH),
defined as the fraction of a pipe cross-section occupied by slurry, was used to help evaluate
the flow patterns of slurry flowing in vertical pipes. Theoretically, a pipeline system with
LH = 0 means that there is no slurry flowing in the pipe; LH is equal to one when the
pipe is completely filled with paste slurry, which is highly beneficial in terms of stability.
However, according to the ERT test results, LH ranges from 0.25 to 0.30, the empty pipe is
always greater than zero, and the full-pipe flow is less than one due to the resistance ring.
LH tested using ERT under different conditions is listed in Table 2.

Table 2. Liquid holdup of paste slurry flowing in the vertical pipe.

S1-Zone 1 S2-Zone 1 S1-Zone 2 S2-Zone 2
76% 0.75 0.50 0.31 0.32
78% 0.39 0.36 0.93 0.99
80% 0.34 0.26 0.94 0.93
82% 0.33 0.94 0.33 0.94

3.2. Flow Regimes

A large number of two-dimensional concentration tomograms can be obtained from
two ERT planes. Images at the same sample interval, collected from a certain plane, can
be stacked together by time-series to display a three-dimensional flow pattern, as shown
in Figure 7. Each tomogram can be divided into 20 x 20 square grids. The x-axis and
y-axis represent grid nodes (x &y =0, 1, 2, ..., 19, 20), while the z-axis represents time.
In this paper, 50 concentration tomograms under steady-state in which the flow regime is
independent of time were stacked to form 3D images. Figure 8 presents flow patterns for
paste slurry with mass concentrations of 76%, 78%, 80% and 82% flowing in different zones
of S1 and S2. These flow regimes were composed of a series of cross-sections which are
the intersection of these 3D images with two planes x = 10 and y = 10. The area with low
conductivity (e.g., air) is shown in blue and the highly conductive material (e.g., slurry)
is displayed in red. It is noted that some cases having obvious changes in flow patterns
contained two parts which are divided by an arrow. The flow pattern before the arrow
depicts an unsteady state and the one after the arrow represents a steady or major state
during the test.

— : Z (time/ms)

4 sample interval

> X

Figure 7. ERT concentration tomograms stacked by time-series.
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Figure 8. Flow patterns from ERT for paste slurry flowing in vertical pipes. (a) S1-Zone 1; (b) S1-Zone 2;
(c) S2-Zone 1; and (d) S2-Zone 2.

3.2.1. Flow Regimes of Slurry Flowing in S1

Figure 8(a-1) shows that a large amount of 76% slurry was poured into the pipe as
soon as valve I was opened. The volume of slurry and air in Zone 1 reached the same
order of magnitude in a very short time, where local air was pulled into a network by the
slurry flow. Some of the air in the vertical pipe was pushed into the storage hopper where
the slurry bubbled from time to time, and some was pushed to the downstream position
or even the horizontal pipe. Most air bubbles gradually disintegrated as time advanced.
One to two seconds after opening the valve I, flow regimes tended to be stable where the
liquid holdup of a certain cross-section was about 75%, which indicates the slurry was always
trapped with a small amount of air in Zone 1. Figure 8(b-1) illustrates that a very thin slurry
layer covered the pipe wall in Zone 2, which prevented researchers from observing what
happened inside the pipe. It can be inferred that the slurry was divided by air and only a thin
slurry layer on the wall could be detected using ERT, where the LH was 0.31.

The 78% and 80% slurries had similar flow patterns. In Zone 1, only a thin slurry
layer flowed along the pipe wall. In this case, the LH had a small value of 0.26 to 0.39,
which indicates the pipe was nearly empty. This is clearly unreasonable. In fact, slurry from
the storage hopper was divided into two parts, which was occasionally observed from the
plexiglass pipes during the test. Besides one part flowing along the pipe wall, another part
with a columnar appearance did not contact the pipe wall and was in free fall conditions. As
can be seen from Figure 8(b-2,b-3), Zone 2 was completely filled with paste slurry. The flow
velocity of the slurry in Zone 2 significantly decreased due to the pipeline resistance at the
pipe elbow increasing with the slurry concentration. More low-speed slurry built up near the
bottom of the vertical pipe. Thus, the full-pipe flow state was easy to achieve in Zone 2.

LHs of 82% slurry flowing in Zone 1 and Zone 2 were both equal to 0.33. However, the
actual flow regime was totally different from 78% or 80% slurry. Partial plugging occurred
near valve I due to the paste slurry having high yield stress and viscosity. Only a small
amount of broken clumpy slurry fell and very little slurry stuck to the pipe wall. ERT picked
up an intermittent signal of slurry dropping down. This explains why the pipe wall areas
in Figure 8(a-4) and local small areas in Figure 8(b-4) displayed high conductivity color.

3.2.2. Flow Regimes of Slurry Flowing in S2

The 76% slurry in Zone 1 flowed along the wall pipe and small waves appeared in the
air-slurry interface, as illustrated in Figure 8(c-1). Similar to 76% slurry flowing in S1, only
a thin slurry layer on the pipe wall of Zone 2 was detected using ERT. Figure 8(d-1) also
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shows that the slurry layer thickness in Zone 2 was much thinner than Zone 1, which could
be explained by the decrease in the LH from 0.50 in Zone 1 to 0.32 in Zone 2. In this case, it
cannot be ignored that some slurry located in the pipe center did not touch the electrodes
on the wall.

The interface of air and 78% slurry in Zone 1 tended to be flat, and the LH here was
0.36. The slurry decelerated and accumulated at the bottom of the vertical pipe. The slurry
level that was struck by the falling high-speed slurry gradually rose and then remained
unchanged where a large number of air bubbles was produced. The LH of 0.99 means that
Zone 2 was finally at a state of full-pipe flow, as can be seen from Figure 8(d-2).

For the solid content of 80%, the vertical pipe seemed to be totally empty, as shown in
Figure 8(c-3). However, the actual phenomenon during the test was quite different. All of
the slurry that fell in a column was located in the center of the pipe, which resulted in there
being no flow information obtained using ERT. Figure 8(d-3) shows that Zone 2 was full of
slurry and that the final slurry level was higher than in the 78% case.

For the slurry concentration of 82%, the LHs of slurry flowing in Zone 1 and Zone 2
both reached 0.94. The entire vertical pipe was under a full-pipe flow state immediately
the 82% slurry was released from the storage hopper. In fact, pipe blockages occurred in
the test owing to the excessive pipeline resistance caused by the 82% paste with very high
viscosity. Nevertheless, there was still a small number of large bubbles in the slurry, as
shown in Figure 8(d-4).

3.2.3. Typical Flow Regimes of Paste Slurry Flowing in Vertical Pipes

According to the above discussion, four types of flow regimes, including mixed flow,
columnar flow, stratified flow and full-pipe flow, are defined here and are summarized in
Figure 9. These flow regimes are solely defined from the ERT test results for which the
classification principle is different from traditional gas-liquid two-phase flow.

T h Slurry
R
S _ _ ,’/ Phase interface
~ _" .v
o

() (d)

Figure 9. Main flow patterns of paste slurry flowing in vertical pipes. (a) Mixed flow; (b) stratified
flow; (c) columnar flow; and (d) full-pipe flow.

Mixed flows can be seen in Figure 8(a-1,d-2,d-3), which is more likely to appear under
the following two cases. Case 1 occurs in Zone 1 at the moment that valve I is opened,
especially for the lower concentration. The flow regime is significantly affected by boundary
mutation. Case 2 happens at the slurry level or phase interface where the flow regimes are
changing. During this process, slurry and air are mixed with each other and air bubbles are
constantly formed and destroyed, as shown in Figure 9a. Mixed flow is not stable and will
eventually be transformed into a steady state.

In the stratified flow, air and slurry are separated from each other and collect on
two sides of the pipe wall. Thus, stratified flow has an obvious phase interface. Figure 9b
shows that paste slurry flows down along the pipe wall, forming a continuous slurry layer
close to the wall surface. As a main flow regime, the stratified flow can occur in most
cases. The slurry layer thickness generally become thinner as the slurry falls. In addition,
the wetted perimeter, which is the perimeter of the cross-sectional area in contact with
the slurry, decreases with the increase in slurry concentration due to the change in the
rheological parameter of the paste slurry.
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As the name implies, columnar flow has an appearance and shape of a column, as
shown in Figure 9c. The falling slurry column, with a path line almost parallel to the
pipe axis, finally tapered off to a hanging-drop as the slurry accelerated. The finer slurry
column is readily affected by the surrounding air-flow field and then shifts to one side,
resulting in contact with the wall of the lower vertical pipe. Columnar flow often appeared
together with stratified flow in this experiment. During this experiment, the vertical pipe
was directly connected to the storage hopper. Therefore, the slurry in the storage hopper
moved vertically downward as soon as valve I was opened, which may be an important
factor which led to the columnar flow. However, this is not the case in the majority of
currently operational projects. Slurry with a certain velocity flows in the horizontal pipes
before reaching the vertical pipes and, subsequently, hits the vertical pipe wall away from
the inlet, which is where the flow regime becomes stratified flow.

As illustrated in Figure 8(b-2,b-3,d-2,d-3), full-pipe flow generally occurs in the po-
sition near the elbow that connects the vertical pipe and the horizontal pipe due to the
reasons discussed in the above section.

3.3. Axial Velocity

Table 3 lists mass flow rate and mean axial velocity values of slurry flowing in the entire
pipeline system measured by the scales at the end of the horizontal pipe. Figure 10 shows
boxplots of axial velocity of slurry flowing in Zone 1 and Zone 2 measured using dual-plane
ERT. The number ‘1’ or ‘2’ of the x-co-ordinates in Figure 10 represents Zone 1 or Zone 2.

Figure 10 shows that the influence of pipe diameter on the slurry velocity has no
obvious logic due to the limited data and small difference between S1 and S2. Nevertheless,
some other facts can be also discussed here. The velocity of Zone 1 is less than that of Zone 2
when the slurry concentration is 76%, which indicates that the slurry accelerates between
Zone 1 and Zone 2. In this case, Zone 1 and Zone 2 are both in the state of partly-filled
pipe-flow, as shown in Figure 8. However, the velocity of Zone 1 is more than that of Zone 2
when the slurry concentration is 78% and 80% (the 82% concentration is not discussed here
due to a pipe blockage). The velocity of Zone 2 is basically equal to the mean flow velocities
tested using the scales. Figure 8 shows that Zone 1 is in a state of partly-filled pipe-flow
and Zone 2 is under a full-pipe flow state. Therefore, the slurry flow velocity is closely
related to flow regime transitions. Moreover, the flow velocity fluctuated sharply and there
were outliers in Zone 1 when the slurry concentration was 76%. The box body of Zone 2 is
generally flatter and shorter than that of Zone 1, which indicates that the flow velocity data
of Zone 2 is more concentrated.

A conclusion to be drawn from the above discussion is that the slurry first accelerates
and then remains constant with the increase in the vertical pipe depth. When full-pipe
flow occurs near the bottom of the pipe, the velocity suddenly drops at the interface of
partly-filled pipe flow and full-pipe flow. Figure 11 shows the process of slurry velocity
changing with pipe depth, even though the curve is qualitative and idealized. This process
can also be described as partly-filled pipe flow with high-speed which impacts the full-pipe
flow with low-speed. Therefore, the interface is not stable because the slurry and air are
mixed with each other, air bubbles are constantly formed and destroyed and water-hammer
may even occur. Consequently, pipe wear becomes more serious.

Table 3. Flow rate measured by scales.

S1 S2
Mass Flow Mean Axial Mass Flow Mean Axial
Rate (kg-s~1) Velocity (m-s—1) Rate (kg-s—1) Velocity (m-s—1)
76% 3.17 1.30 7.52 1.17
78% 1.57 0.63 6.83 1.03
80% 1.05 0.41 3.33 0.49

82% 0.47 0.18 1.13 0.16
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Figure 10. Boxplots of axial velocity tested using ERT. (a) S1 and (b) S2.
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Figure 11. Idealized curve of slurry axial velocity with vertical pipe depth.

3.4. Pipe Pressure

As soon as valve I is opened, The slurry goes into the pipe and the air in the vertical
pipe is rapidly squeezed, and some slurry particles are pushed into the rubber hose, which
greatly affects the pressure test results. During this experiment, only three groups, S1-78%,
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51-80% and S2-80%, had complete pressure values. Figure 12 shows curves of pressure
under different cases changing with test time. The pressure variation trend of these three
groups is similar. At the beginning of the test (refer to the first 1 s), the slurry immediately
poured into and compressed the air in the pipe, resulting in a sudden increase in the
pressure of Zone 1 and Zone 2. The peak pressure of Zone 1 was significantly higher than
that of Zone 2. After 1's, Zone 1 gradually decreased to a negative value, and Zone 2
remained higher than atmospheric pressure and finally tended to be stable. Specifically,
in the presence of S1-78%, S1-80% and S2-80%, the stable pressure of Zone 1 was about
—6.5 kpa, —5.8 kPa and —6.2 kpa, respectively, and Zone 2 was about 9.6 kpa, 9.5 kPa and
8.2 kpa, respectively.
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Figure 12. Pipe pressure with test time in the presence of (a) S1-78%; (b) S1-80% and (c) S2-80%.
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During the experiment, the storage hopper was filled with slurry and no air was
replenished from the top of the vertical pipe. The partly-filled pipe flow with a certain
speed carries the air in Zone 1 downward, resulting in negative pressure in Zone 1, as
shown in Figure 13a. In practical projects, the slurry that flows in horizontal pipes has a
horizontal velocity and would hit the vertical pipe wall away from the inlet where the flow
regime would become stratified flow. In this case, slurry will cover more than half of the
vertical pipe section. This phenomenon is called water-tongue, as shown in Figure 13b.
Although there are two narrow air channels on each side of the tongue that are not covered
by the slurry, the area of air channels is much smaller than the pipe cross-sectional area.
The air in the pipe is, thus, divided into two independent parts by the tongue. For the
reasons stated, the upper part of the vertical pipe is under negative pressure, which may
lead to cavitation erosion.
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Figure 13. Partly-filled pipe-flow in Zone 1 in the case of (a) experimental pipeline system and
(b) practical pipeline system.

4. Future Prospects

Despite the significant experimental studies on paste slurry flowing in vertical pipes,
some results limited by the above laboratory conditions might not have extensive adapt-
ability. Firstly, it is essential to improve the experimental setup to get closer to real pipeline
systems. Digital differential pressure meters should be replaced with pressure transmitters
due to the problems that occurred in current experiment. Secondly, in terms of large-scale
or complex conditions, computational fluid dynamics (CFD) numerical simulation could
be carried out. Images from the ERT measurement in this paper may be combined with the
CFD predictions, which will help to develop a better understanding of slurry flow behavior
in vertical pipes. Thirdly, more industrial experiments with larger scale setup are required,
where results would be of great reference value and offer practical guidance.

5. Conclusions

Two L-shaped pipeline systems with internal diameters of 40 mm and 65 mm were
manufactured to investigate the flow behavior of paste slurry flowing in vertical pipes in
which a high performance ERT system was applied. Based on the experimental results, the
following conclusions were drawn.

(1) Four flow regimes, including mixed flow, stratified flow, columnar flow and full-pipe
flow, are summarized based on reconstructed images from ERT. These flow regimes
are very much affected by the slurry concentration.

(2) When the slurry concentration was more than 78% in this experiment, full-pipe flow
generally occurred in the position near the elbow that connects the vertical pipe and
the horizontal pipe.



Processes 2022, 10, 1696 15 0f 17

(3) For the partly-filled pipe flow, the slurry first accelerates and then remains constant
with the increase in the vertical pipe depth. The interface of partly-filled pipe flow
and full-pipe flow is not stable, and water-hammer may occur due to the significant
speed difference.

(4) In the presence of S1-78%, S1-80% and S2-80%, the stable pressure of Zone 1 was
—6.5 kPa, —5.8 kPa and —6.2 kPa, respectively. Namely, the upper part of the vertical
pipe is generally under negative pressure which may lead to cavitation erosion.
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