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Example search strategy
Database: EMBASE (Ovid)

Search covers: 1996 — February 2019

1. exp advanced cancer/

2. exp metastasis/

3. ((metasta* or advanced or secondary or stage 3 or stage three or stage Ill or stage 4 or stage
four or stage IV or late stage) adj4 (cancer or carcinoma or neoplasm or malignan* or
tumo?r)).ti,ab,kw

4, lor2or3

5. Exp smartphone/

6. exp Internet/

7. (online or internet or web* or electronic or smart or mobile or computer or virtual or social
media).ti,ab,kw

8. (mobile or smart) adj2 phone.ti,ab,kw
9. 5or6or7o0r8
10. exp mobile application/

11. (intervention™ or support™ or program* or app* or guid* or tool or resource* or
education*).ti,ab,kw

12. Symptom adj2 (monitor* or report*).ti,ab,kw
13. 10or1lor 12
14. (random™* or non-random®*).ti,ab,kw

15. 4and 9 and 13 and 14



