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Still Far from Normal: Crime in the Pandemic through July in England and Wales

Anthony Dixon and Graham Farrell, University of Leeds

Recorded crimes per 10,000 people in England and Wales (except GMP). Groups of similar rates. Drop
bars = expected rates (95% confidence intervals). Shaded for March 2020 onwards.
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Theft Person -69.7  (-74.1,-63.5) Theft Person -53.9 (-60.7,-44)
Shoplifting -46.2 (-52,-38.9) Burglary -34.3 (-42.2,-24)
Robbery -40.6 (-46.5,-33.3) Shoplifting -32.4 (-39.9,-22.8)
Burglary -39.5  (-46.5,-30.5) Vehicle Crime -30.5 (-39.5,-18.4)
Other Theft -38.8 (-44.7, -31.4) Other Theft -30.3 (-37.5,-21.2)
Vehicle Crime -37.9 (-45.2, -28.3) Robbery -27.1 (-34.8,-17.4)
Bike Theft -19.3  (-26.9,-10.1) Damage & Arson -13.1 (-21,-3.6)
Damage & Arson -15.7  (-33.3,14.7) Bike Theft -11.6 (-29.5,18.3)
Violence & Sex Other Crime 3.1 (-6.4,14.7)
Offences -6 (-16.3,7.3) Violence & Sex
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ASB 47.3 (16.1, 101.3) ASB 14.5 (-11.7,62.7)

Still Far from Normal

Most crimes that had declined during national lockdown continued to increase in July, remaining well
below their expected rate (and outside the 95% confidence intervals of 5-year ARIMA models). Theft was
half, and most acquisitive crimes two-thirds or less, of its expected rate. The exceptions were violence
(including sexual offences) and public order which were back to ‘normal’ levels even though the night-
time economy was still emerging. Drug offences and anti-social behaviour, which increased during
national lockdown, continued to decline but remained unusually high. The month-on-month rates of
change in July were often large but less than in previous months of the pandemic.

Source: Data.police.uk. Expected rates calculated with Hyndman et al.’s (2020) AutoARIMA R package.
Reference as: Dixon, A. and G. Farrell. (2020). Still far from Normal: Crime in the Pandemic through July
in England and Wales. Statistical Bulletin on Crime and COVID-19, Issue 8. Leeds: University of Leeds.
© The Authors (2020). DOI: http://doi.org/10.5518/100/32 . ISSN: 2634-4424. This work is licensed

under a Creative Commons (CC-BY 4.0). Research funded by UKRI Economic and Social Research
Council grant ES/V00445X/1. See www.covid19-crime.com .



http://doi.org/10.5518/100/32
http://www.covid19-crime.com/

