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Sixty Three Yearsof Thinking Sociologically:
Compiling the Bibliography of Zygmunt Bauman

INTRODUCTION

In a very personal, retrospective text, published in 200mZyt Bauman acknowledged:
“Among the skills I never managed to learn in the course of a half-century of study and writing,
is how to finish a book... With the benefit of hindsight I can see that all my books were sent to
the publishers unfinished. (...) The most intriguing and provocative questions emerged after
the answers” (Bauman 2008: 240). This attitude towards writing was both an effect of his
constant openness to questions and doubts, and the rdssltohviction that no answer will
ever be conclusive. Any attempts at understanding the samilll may only be a morerless
adequate interpretation, he thought. Guided by such a methaddlognciple, made explicit
in his Hermeneutics and Social Science (Bauman, 1978), Bauman beaimmeusly prolific:
he published more than eighty books, and hundreds ofeastiessays and reviews, and,
although not included in the bibliography accompanying this ariiclhis collection on
Bauman, he also gave several hundreds of public lect@itgs.dontribution to our science is
to be properly understood we must endeavour to understand the sheer scale of Bauman’s
output, the wide variety of forms he choose to deploy andri@picthemes that could be easily
lost amongst the shadow cast by his many great workseoordtvded shelf of his oeuvre.

Bauman’s first academic publication appeared in 1953; it was a Polish piece co-written
with Jerzy Wiatr and was titled “O roli mas w historii” [On the historical role of the masses]
(Bauman and Wiatr 1953)Since his death in January 2017, four books (Bauman 2017a,
2017b, 2018; Bauman and Leoncini, 2018) and several articleadpb@iname have appeared
in English, including the translation of Sketches in the ThebGutiure the ‘lost book’ that
was seized by the authorities upon his expulsion from Bafelarch, 1968 Additional ‘lost
writings’ have been found in collaboration with the University of Leeds Special Collections

team during the archiving of the many boxes of his persmayrs and correspondence, and



the digital archiving of floppy discs and USB sticks. Thistlherefore, as good a time as any
to attempt to start compiling the complete bibliography of ZygrBantman.

This article isdevoted to presenting those characteristics of Bauman’s writings that are the
most significant from a perspectieé completing our initial archival work and compiling of
his bibliography. In the first part of the paper we analysekceptional productivity by taking
into consideration both his attitudes towards writing ancettieaordinary thematic diversity
of his papers. Here, we also address questions related to ihesa@ception of Bauman in
the discipline of sociology, and beyond. Our reflectiomghe second part of this paper
concentrate on the stylistic, formal and substantive heterogeneity of Bauman’s writing. In
summary, we emphasise that not only the work of interpreting Bauman’s oeuvre, but also the
efforts to compile it will perhaps n@&in an “unfinished adventure” (Bauman 2004). Before
this, however, we will consider how our work in compiling the bidriaphy has been aided by
the fact that, along with Mark Davis, we have the privile§éeaing the academic part of a
project team developing the Janina and Zygmunt Baumanw&retiithe University of Leeds.

BIBLIOGRAPHY AND THE ARCHIVE

The generous gift of the research materials of Zygnaumat Janina Bauman from the
Bauman family has provided us with the opportunity to work atlaboration with the
University of Leeds Special collections team to develop a smde opened public research
resource. The Zygmunt and Janina Bauman Archive coljgetsonal papers, the book
collection, and other materials amassed by Janina antuygBauman over six decades. To
give a sense of scale, the team of academics and poofalssichivists are currently processing
156 x large boxes of papers; 32 x USB sticks; 126 x 3-inch @mRap&ct discs; 216 x 3.5
inch Compact discs; 98 x CD/RW 108 discs; 20 x VHS tapes; 38 x Aualse@les; and a
great many metres of books that made up Janina and Zygmsaonhaklibraries. Material in
the archive is mainly concentrated in the decades that followed Zygmunt and Janina’s arrival
in Leeds, but does contain a limited number of documeans their period in Israel and some
documents from the lives before the exile of 19&@itten documents take the form of draft
manuscripts, essays, research notes, personal cordespe with friends, invitations and
extraordinarily rich professional correspondence withomapciological luminaries from
across the decades in which Bauman wrote. We have contipddaibliography in part to aid
Special Collections in the cataloguinfjthe vast material that Leeds now has. Working with
this material in its raw un-archived form has been a pgeilend the excitement we felt when

we discovered published papers previously unknown to us and unpublighadampts cannot
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be understated. It also made evident to us the challengesnpieting a major thinker across
changing time and space contexts, as intellectual posigwolve, as personal and intellectual
networks mutate, as there are inevitably blank spots in #ggné&ntary composition of the
archive, and it is not always clear what a thinker isirgadMany of these challenges are
exacerbated in the case of Bauman whose life and work vgeabdized by forced exile in
1968. What is more, we believe the archive will become an riaporesource for those
working on the history of sociology and social theoryhie 2¢" and 2% centuries because of
the breadth of the correspondence it holds.

Access to Zygmunt Bauman’s ‘documents of life’ (Plummer, 2001), in their currently
unarchived form, has been invaluable for the purposes oh§nalimerous papers that were
not included in previous bibliographies of Bauman, and are litdlyunknown even to many
of his expert readers. It has allowed us to continuevibré of that others have carried out
previously. For example, Richard Kilminster and lan Varcoe, lotimer colleagues of
Bauman’s during his time at Leeds, included a substantial bibliography in their Festschrift
published as Culture, Modernity and Revolution (Kilminster & Varcoe, 1996)laf@é&eith
Tester, along with Michael Hviid Jacobsen and Sophia Marshimalh upon this work with
the annotated bibliographies that they developed in thelumes Bauman Before
Postmodernity and Bauman Beyond Postmodernity (Jacobsen & Tester, J2@0bsen,
Marshman & Tester, 200.7Fhese are vital resources for scholars of Bauman’s work. Over a
decade or two have passed since these volumes appearedeth@md in that time Bauman
became still more prolific. The sheer scale of Bauman’s output — its translation into multiple
languages, shifting styles and formats, and various locatibdevelopment mean that there
inevitably gaps now apparent in these earlier efforts thatrevable to fill. What is more, the
existing bibliographies do not include many of his papers publishedlamd®, both before
March 1968, and in the subsequent years. All in all, ourisatm prepare as complete picture
of Bauman’s oeuvre as possible. This bibliography will be housed on the Bauman Institute

website and will be updated as we become aware of new mateitisgd published.

BAUMAN THE “GRAPHOMANIAC”
Bauman dedicated his life to thinking. By his own admission, he couldn’t think without
writing, a daily task that began at 4am according to Aleksandra Jasinska-Kania’s moving
memoir of their time spent together during their marriagbe last five years of his life (Kania,

2018). Reflecting on the relationship between reading, thinkmagvaiting in This is not a



Diary, in the letter written to Janina Bauman, his first wjiist days after her death, Bauman
put it thus:

“I suppose I am a reader first and writer secone scraps, snippets, bits and pieces
of thoughts struggling to be born, their ghostly/ghastly speavhirling, piling up,
condensing and dissipating again, need to be caught by thersyelsefore they
can be stopped, held in place and given contours. Theyfinsidie written down

in a row for the tolerably rounded thought to be born; orpfailhat, to be aborted
or buried as stillborn” (Bauman, 2012:2)

Eo ipso, for Bauman reading, thinking and writing were clearlgriatated moments in the
process of understanding. Therefore, the writings gatherée inibliography are, we might
say, the surface evidence of the life of the mind. BorrgwWiom the beautiful metaphors
deployed by Hannah Arendt we can also acknowledge that his [@apettse cairns erected
along “the timeless track that thinking beats into the world of space and time”, monuments
“inserted between an infinite past and an infinite future” that today, after his death, may serve

as a guide to “each new generation, every new human being ... [as they] ploddingly pave anew
the path of thought” (Arendt, 1978:210, 212).

The bibliography is testament to Zygmunt Bauman’s lifework as a writer, in the sense
elaborated by Theodor Wiesengrund Adorno in‘fiise Essay as Forh{Adorno, 1984). The
writer, in Adorno’s terms, is typically a pejorative label ascribed to the essayist by the self-
appointed guardians of the academic disciplines. Its imflioition— even when it is given
in praise- is to place the writer outside of the disciplinary boupdeself. Adorno draws on
Georg Simmel and Walter Benjamin as examples of writetkis sense, and both were of
especial importance as far as Bauman'’s style of writing is concerned as well as key characters
in the drama of Jewish modernity as narrateBadnman’s ‘Jewish writings’®. Moreover, his
sociology was explicitly and self-consciously distancednfthe kind of totalising synthesis
for him, best represented sociologically by the work of dialearsons (Bauman 1976}hat
to use Adorno’s words, “dresses itself up with the nobility of the universal, therlasting, and
today— when possible- with the primal (Adorno, 1984:141). In the totalising mode, as read
by Adorno, all individual parts of a sociologist’s output must “build a continuum of operatiohs
and‘“advance in a single directidmlong“the main road to the origihgAdorno, 1984:159-

160). Bauman’s work abandons this kind of order to embark on multiple paths. The end result



is that“the aspects of the argument interweave as in a Caapet‘the fruitfulness of the
thoughts depends on the density of this texture” (Adorno, 1984:160)

The antitotalising character of Bauman’s sociology is reflected in the forms he adopted
to express his sociological analysis. There is no sieglormous tome that can be easily
identified as Bauman’s chef de ouevre, the centre through which all his works must be read,
but rather like Simmel and Benjamin before him, a multigfliof forms and the polyvocality
of authorial voices in Biman’s sociology emphasises the pluralistic and the fragmentary over
the totalising and the systematising. This is reflecteisnmastery of the art of writing in
various forms- the essay, the monograph, the diary piece, the bldg thesepistolary, the
dialogic book, the interview, the review essay. Onceraljjed@ Simmel, Bauman writes about
topics that comfortably fall within the realms of mainstneecademia, but he also deals with
phenomena that would seem to be more ephemeral. Theedifferms he utilised allowed for
different forms of sociological analysis to be pursued. ptivate letters uncovered in the
archive are full of love for his friends, admiratiam his peers and are often rich in sociological
insight in their own right. His book reviews are ofemsays that elaborate a sociological theme
or develop concept, his 'diary volumes' are aphorisiicpersonal yet maintain a sociological
emphasis. His blog posts allow him to say something ofediri moment of social life or
comment on urgent matters of current affairshiessay “The Philosopher in the Age of
Noise” (Bauman, 1987), Bauman evinced a recognition that the sociologist mdspt many
voices and write in many forms if they are to analyseuriegated and dynamic world in
which we live. Sociological thinking was for him to vital tordgask of finding a way to live
together in our shared world. Sociological writing is uselé it exists only in the pages of
peer reviewed journals (Dawes 2011; Bauman 2000: 202-216)

In the conversation between Zygmunt Bauman and KeisteféBauman and Tester,
2001) the latter asked the former which were his ‘desert island’ books. In his answer Bauman
mentioned a few books: Robert Musil’s The Man Without Qualities, Georg@erec’s Life: A
User’s Manual, Jorge Luis Borges’ Labyrinthsand Italo Calvino’s Invisible Cities “These
books” he said:

“exemplify everything I learned to desire and struggled, in vain, to attain: the
breadth of vistas, the at-homeness in all compartnoditbe treasury of human
thought, the sense of the many-facetedness of human exgeaighsensitivity
to its as-yet-undiscovered possibilitieshe style of thinking, and writing, I’d
dearly wish to master but alas never did nor will. If pgdg® limit my choices,
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I’d probably settle for Borges’ ‘“The Garden of Forking Paths’ (Bauman and
Tester 2001: 24)

The paths of Bauman’s thought diverge and converge, approach each other, break off, and fork
perpetually towards his future writings. Some of these patbsvary familiar in the
commentaries of his work (thémodern trilogy, the “liquid writings’), and often are
detrimentally severed from earlier paths (his discussamnghe philosophy of the social
sciences, the elaboration of a hermeneutic andairgaxciology, etc®)

Other paths are less well-trodden. Thet@e“Jewish turfi for instance, that was made
visible in his neglected essays published in journals likeJ&aesh Quarterly and Polin in the
late 1980s, accompanying the better-known Modernity and the Holocaust (19&Pa) a
Modernity and Ambivalence (1991). This wasultaneously an “autobiographical turh It
was inextricable from the testimonies of Janina Baumboourse. More than this, however,
the archive contains a number of documents that shawwZgigmunt was engaged in delving
into his own biography, not least in a memoir written in 198@adl he Poles, the Jews, and
I: An Investigation into Whatever made me who I am”. This extraordinary documeatrds
his writings of this period an undeniably personal sldite title of one essay ‘The
Homecoming of Unwelcome Strangers’ (1989b)- reflects, we might surmise, the ambiguity
of his and Janiriareturn to Poland in 1988venty years after their exil&his points to another
lesstrodden path in Zygmunt Bauman’s work, namely his political sociology of east-central
Europe and of Soviet-type societies, especially well-reptedeim the annals of Telos
throughout the 1980s. This work was perhaps what he was best kmoimrthe USA. The
correspondence from the 1960s held in the archive aredtteith invitations from luminaries
of the young International Sociological Associatiersuch as Reinhard Bendix, Seymour
Martin Lipset, and Robert K. Mertoninviting him to offer a ‘Polish perspective’ on themes
such as youth, education, and political parties. Laterepatationas a ‘Sovietologist’ — a
label that he strongly resisted (Bauman in Jacobséaster, 2005: 44) led to the offer of
a chair at Yale in Soviet and Comparative Communist Stldiéso neglected are his
commentaries on many of the major figures of sociotdgysical and contemporary expressed
through artfully crafted review essays, such as thoseoobext Elias (1979, 1993), Richard J.
Bernstein (Bauman, 1987) and Gillian Rose (1993b, 1994). Thesmaahn&éhidden paths
(Campbell et al, 2018) diotherwise hidden avenues in the thought for which Bauman has
become well knowh(Jacobsen & Tester, 2005:8).



On the other side there were preoccupation8auman’s sociological work that
stretched over its entirety. In 2009, in the conversatiin his Polish friends, Anna Zeidler-
Janiszewska and Roman Kubicki, he said: "It seems to méhét all this time (and this is
already half a century ...) | asked myself the same o sienilar questions, but | wandered
from one place to another in search of an answer” (Bauman, Kubicki and Zeidler-Janiszewska
2009:256). Eighteen years earlier, in the conversation Kiithinster and Varcoe, Bauman
distinguished two themes that his work always addressedelyasuffering and culture
(Bauman 1992: 206). In the light of his bibliography, it istletate to state that both utterances
aptly apply to all of his work. Regardless of the phaski®iwork, he both made efforts to
describe the factors responsible for human misery andaiaiation to the need to take actions
that could lead to the limitation of suffering. The differengas only in the ways he was
implementing these assumptions. As far as culture iseroad, Bauman wrote two books and
several articles on the topic in his Polish period (Bawuiio66; 2018). Although many of the
aspects of his theory of culture were further developdd@imed, there were some to which
he remained faithful until the end of his life (Brzezinski 2018a: 77-94; 2018b: vii-xxv). He
acknowledged as much in his afterword to Sketches in the Theory of & wdiriiten almost
fifty years after this book was first prepared to be pubdishePoland (Bauman 2018: 251-
255).

In terms of the challenges related with the processcahpiling a complete
bibliography of Zygmunt Bauman, his extraordinary industry] #Hre fact that his oeuvre
resembles a “garden of forking paths”, should be listed together with its multilingual nature.
Bauman started his academic career in the Universityasbaw. Between 1953 and 1968 he
wrote fifteen books and many articles of which only a feavehever been published in
Englistf. The first book he published in English in 197Between Class and Elite, which he
prepared during the 1950s during a research visit to the LSE uedsughrvision of Robert
McKenzie— was in fact a development of his habilitation that heehboriginally published in
Polish in 1960. Some of his Polish books, however, werelai@a into Czech, Hebrew,
Slovak, Serbo-Croat, Hungarian, Italian and French, butabemajority of material from this
era has not yet been translated into English. Evahstof Bauman published in English,
therefore, despite their best efforts remain partiabhtiuld be stressed as well that before
March 1968 Bauman’s network of co-correspondents, collaborators, students and audience was
in fact global. In the archive we have found corresporelémmn that time between him and
Theodor Adorno, Julia Kristeva, and many of the luminasfddS sociologyincluding those

mentioned aboveMoreover, despite the “iron curtain” Bauman was able to travel across the
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globe and to build the social capital that was indispeasabken he was expelled from the
University of Warsaw. As a Professor at Tel-Aviv University (198341), Bauman started
teaching and writing in Hebrew which is reflected in the malegathered in the Archive in
Leeds. Both at that time, and since he held a positiBnadéssor of Sociology at the University
of Leeds, he wrote above all in EngfishVith the passing of time, however, his articles and
books were available in an increasing number of languagessateworld. This process was
intensified when he started writing on postmodernity.

Today, Bauman is one of the most well-known sociolsgistoss the globe. His books
are translated for the large international readership hbaenjoyed in countries such as
Argentina, Brazil, China, Japan, Mexico, Turkey, and Sé&uttea. There is also, of course,
great interest in his work across Europe and he had a snadter number of European
languages: Polish and English, of course, but also Fr&wiman, Russian, Hebrew, and
more’®. This is reflected in the development of a bibliographwgdiyolars at the Fondazione
Collegio San Carlo di Modena, itself indicative of tlieaj public and academic attention paid
to his writings and lectures in Itafy More recently, Simon Tabet developed a bibliography
that included some of Bauman’s few publications in French (Tabet, 2017). Bauman also
exercised a great influence on Czech sociology as itgaaderom the ruins of the Stalinist
period, and he later donated a substantial section tibfasy to the Institute of Sociology in
Prague after it was damaged by flooding (Petrusek, 2010). As lmicannot simply be
pigeonholed as a Polish, British, Jewish or Polishidrilewish academic. We suggest that he
can only be problematically understood as a “European” writer and intellectual, and then only
if we choose to accept that part of being a “European” intellectual means also the ability and
privilege of being able to communicate across nationaddssr As has been suggested by
William Outhwaite (2010), it follows that no language candi&ym to the complete Bauman.
With this in mind, we have decided to include in the bibliograp&¥nglish and Polish articles
above all. Modern technology means that we can creiatbibliography as a living document,
to be permanently housed on the Bauman Institute wébhditat will be updated regularly
more fully to encompass his prolific, multi-thematiodamultilingual oeuvre as our archival
work progresses, and as many people around the worldnjasari efforts to find hitherto

unknown or long forgotten pieces of work.

STYLISTIC AND FORMAL HETEROGENEITY
Any reflection on Bauman’s bibliography should also recognise the stylistic diversity
of his work. For the whole sixty three years of his megdwriting and thinking sociologically,
8



he wrote for academics but also self-consciously and dalédg for a more general population
especially after his formal retirement. The proportiohisoth forms of his work changed over
time. His approach to writing for the general reader wesédd already when he worked at the
University of Warsaw. Referring to his Polish sociologicalsters, Stanisw Ossowski and
Julian Hochfeld, Bauman admitted that he learned from thet:

“(...) a sociologist may not do without a ‘popular’ language, if he or she is to
honor this concept. A ‘popular’ language means a language which is
understandable for the ‘uninitiated,’ that is, exactly for the people for whose
benefit sociological thinking is donreor is worth doing- and towards whom
one bears responsibility for the words uttered” (Bauman, Kubicki and Zeidler-
Janiszewska 2009: 25).

This conviction was reflected in the style of such boelss Kariera. Cztery szkice
socjologiczne [Career: Four Sociological Sketches] (1868plogia na co dzien [Sociology
for Everyday Life] (1962b) ofdee, idealy, ideologie [Ideas, ldeals, Ideologies] (Bauman,
1963). At the time, works written in that style were not smmon and the majority of his
books and articles before March 1968 were written in memlenical academic prose. Due to
both the popularity of sociology in Poland during the nieetsixties (Bauman, 1964: 9-16),
and his own growing reputation, some of the more acadewix were nevertheless widely
read. Following his enforced exile in 1968, first working as aeRsair at Tel Aviv University
and then beginning his career in Leeds, Bauman used the ‘popular’ language in his sociological
writings rather less frequently. The most important tdpichis sociological studies in that
time was to develop a theory of culture (Bauman 1972, 1973ggrtulosophy of social
sciences (Bauman, 1976, 1978), with the condition of CeamichEastern European countries
Poland in particular (Bauman, 1971), an ongoing and impoeiaptrical reference point.
These are evidently more technical and recognisably acadtpics. It is perhaps
unsurprising that an emigre intellectual would turn to these fieawmal topics when trying to
rebuild his life and career after exile. Moreover, in casttto the position he had enjoyed in
Poland, he was in those early years not well known grtioe British scholars, nor the wider
British public at af®.

This last issue should be analyses in the broadendagevell. In his contribution to
the epilogue of A.H. Halsey’s seminal text on the history of academic sociology in Britain

(Halsey, 2004), Bauman notes how, coming from Poland andiydaemliar with sociological

9



traditions in the West via thinkers based in France and &wsrnhe was shocked at how little
impact sociology had in British public life. As he put‘t say that sociology had a ‘bad press’
would be to play down that mixture of hostility and ridiculewhich it seemed to be héld

Nevertheless, thisinternal exil& of sociology had its benefits

“neither spoiled by excessive public demands nor rushed by owerlalind
impossibleto-gratify public expectations, insured against the dangergiagiai
the academics seduced into the corridors of power, sogialag free to select
its own topics and could be guided by social and cultura@r@iof relevance
(Bauman, 2004:207).

In terms of Bauman’s recognition, this all began to change in the middle of the nineteen eghti
when he started writing on the genesis and condition oenmity and postmodernity. At that
time, Bauman began to develop a sociological languagebltiatied the analytical and the
essayisti¢?, a fine example of what Clifford Geertz called tidurred genrg (Geertz, 1980:

165-179). Peter Nijhoff, who analysed and interpreted thigulage in the end of the last

century, wrote as follows:

“His discourse combines terminology from different eats: by transferring
expressions- concrete and abstract, colloquial and esoteric, nagratid
analytical- he dovetails in fact all sorts of separate spheres and sectors. (...)
When Bauman, in his writings, contaminates the pufignalytical lines with
terminology from other branches (‘and/and’) he is demonstrating in a stylistic

way that our reality is multitudinous (...)” (Nijhoff, 1998: 96-97).

Bauman was, as Keith Tester (2004: 12-16) also recognisedmdist self-conscious of
sociological stylists in this regard. But the stylistiangesin Bauman’s writings attracted
some controversy and are important for considering his réguta and beyond sociology.
His position in professional sociology is peculiar. tBa one hand, he is widely celebrated
firmly established in the contemporary canon of Britiebiglogy for instance (Outhwaite,
2009) On the other hand, he also provokes consternation. Bfgecithe post-2000 period

of Bauman’s career — and in a good example of the pejoratigeriptions of “the writer” and

“the essayistic” addressed by Adorno — his work has sometimes been reduced to quasi-

journalistic*commentary that valorizes the fragmentary and lacks unifying chariatites"®.
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This peculiarity and paradoxicality Bhuman’s position in sociology is at least in part
related to the difficulty of pinning him down. Martin Jay captusemething important when
he spoke of Bauman’s Mercurian characteristics (Jay, 2010) These render him difficult to
capture in the prevailing interpretive frames establishechensbciology of intellectuals.
Bauman also had no discernible commitment to a disgmol’ in sociology and was in no
way interested in establishing his own. He largely seemsvio éscaped the pressures of the
professionalization of sociology (Elias, 2009) and his weuite genuinely transdisciplinary
in its inception, substance and also in its reception. He certainly engaged in ‘intellectual
positioning’, in Patrick Baert’s terms, but was just as much positioned by others (Baert, 2012)
He was unavoidably entangled in intellectual networks asiteebby Randall Collins, but his
membership of the coterie of exiled social and political thimkéthe twentieth century meant
that he didn’t straightforwardly operate in one, easily distinguishable network but several
simultaneously (Collins, 1999). It also meant that he, irohis terms, was something of a
‘stranger’ in all of them, a peripheral figure who made a creative advantage of his ‘weakties’
to these networks, to borrow a term from social networkysisa(Scott, 2017)

It should be also emphasised tBatiman’s productivity sharply increased from the
moment of his retirement in 1990. He retired, it seatihe right time, when the marketisation
of UK higher education inaugurated in earnest under the Adragovernments had yet to reach
full fruition. Even still, in a letter to his friend drfiormer colleague at Leeds, Ralph Miliband,
he noted with regret the degradation of the univer&i: by bit the flesh is cut away, and
people clearly grow used té'ft. In retirement, not overcome by cynicism or burn-oatyas
able to pursue the vita completativa. What is more, sincetiisment Bauman referred in his
writings more and more often to phenomena of popular eyliaterpreting them in the
contexts of more general changes within the social wortll gmanting them the same
significance as more technical academic topics becausehtipgd him to say something
meaningful to his readers. Driving this method of writing wasahgoing endeavour, shaped
by Ossowski and Hochfeld’s teachings, to conduct “an ongoing dialogue with human
experience” (Bauman and Tester, 2001: 40). Even his detractors would have to admit that he
was remarkably successful in this sense; through his writiregsnBn has amassa global
popular audience and influence, the types of which again sdéer unthinkable today.

Perhaps the most representative style of Bauman’s writings in his liquid modern phase
of work was that many of his books were dialogues between himthedscholars, journalists
or artists. The first of these books was Conversations Zygimunt Baumanpublished in

2001, with Keith Tester. Subsequent boeHike Identity (2004b), Living on Borrowed Time
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(2010), posthumously published Born Liquid (Bauman and Leoncini, 2@8jnany others
— were in fact the result of a new way of reading, wriangl thinking sociologically that was
technologically facilitated. The overwhelming majoritytbése books emerged out of email
correspondence, where long answers could be prepared owerhagreater time period than
in a faceto-face interview. In some fragments of these “dialogical” books Bauman referred to
the issés that were very rarely analysed by him in his more ‘conventional’ volumes. For
example, in the book Living on Borrowed Time he referrethéoissue of biotechnology and
genetic modifications. In Born Liquid he wret@mong other topics about tattoos and plastic
surgery. The idea of ‘dialogical’ books may be interpreted as a way of realising Bauman’s
concept ofan ongoing dialogue’, not only with the intellectuals, but — above all- with ‘human

"7 that ‘unlike the university buildings, is not divided into departments’ (Bauman

experience
and Tester, 2001: 40). In the afterword to thedashfinished- book that took the form of a
conversation between Bauman and the Italian journdligimas Leoncini, the latter wrote:
‘Zygmunt Bauman had an extraordinary gift: he taught us an analytical method and he lived to
build the instruments that allow us to understand where we are and where we’re going’
(Leoncini in Bauman and Leoncini, 2018:106).

A very important- and often overlooked aspect of Bauman’s writings are his book
reviews. Seldom a celebrated part of scholarship, we invderghder to discover that
Bauman’s own are far more than dry page-long summaries. They are, according to one
prominent journal editor in a private letter found in #rehive, ‘evaluations at ... [a] high
level’ that ‘do more for a book than a pound of thoughtless encomiums’*8, In ‘Philosophy for
Everyday— Though not for Everyone’, his review of Gillian Rose’s The Broken Middle
Bauman characterizes his approach to reading as ‘inspired’ rather than ‘methodical’ (categories
borrowed from Richard Rorty). Whereas the methodical reader aims at the ‘correct reading’,
or the knowledge of ‘what the book they put on the grill was reallyabout’, the inspired reader
searches for the ‘illuminating’ reading, aware that their ‘reading will differ from that of any
other reader, much as her or his interests and comnignam biographically shaped
relevances differ from mine’ (Bauman, 1993: 115). These reviews combined with essays on
major schools of thought and influential thinkers establishBauman is an under-appreciated
commenter on the sociological tradition.

For Bauman, the ‘classical’ and ‘dialogical’ books, his scientific and more essayistic
papers, his reviews and review essays, each have to be cemdagether with his press and
video interviews, conference keynotes, shorter pressesitand many blog posts. Both in the
earliest phases of his writings, whilst a very well-knowndogist in Poland, and in the last
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few decades of his life, when he was a globally-recognised pulditectual, Bauman was
using as many platforms of communication with his readsrpossible. This, of course,
corresponds with his idea of an engaged sociology thatangeted not only to the intellectuals
but also to the general public (Bauman 1976; 2000:262-Bauman’s writings — Or, more
broadly, his texts- reflected wider changes within the information sociggstells, 1996-
1998). Within the last decades of his life, Bauman was ie®d by press and television
journalists from a great many countries, wrote articles@mmentaries on blogs in different
languages and accepted invitations to submit articles to newspaperss the glodé
Although we knew many of his texts that were published outdideademia, our work in the
development of the Janina and Zygmunt Bauman Archive edd_enade us fully reabzhe
scale of this more popular writingaking this into consideration we decided to include in the
bibliography his books, journal articles and reviews. We hbaewith the collaboration of
many Bauman readers from around the wdhid,new ‘living’ version of his bibliography can

continue be updated further and we invite readers of thideatticshare with us any known
gaps.

SUMMARY

In the same article cited at the start of our papaunan wrote:

“Human experience, | believe, is richer than any ofint®rpretations. No
interpretation, however ingenious and ‘comprehensive’, would exhaust it; none
could, since the unceasing and unstoppable labour of Wiederholuagifuéstion
in Heidegger’s terms) or iteration (in Derrida’s terms) is the prime factor of the
element. Those who embark on the life of conversatibth human experience,
better abandon all dream of the restful and to theinyrThis journey has no end

— all happiness is in trave(Bauman, 2008:240)

This general utterancmay well be applied to any attempt at interpreting Bauman’s
oeuvre. He wrote for sixty three years and published ancegirary number of papers. They
cover almost every aspect of human experience fmmamngoing dialoguewith it. What is
more, Bauman uses very different platforms of commuioican order reach the widest range
of readers. The numerous forms whitdpenned his sociological insights in, the heterogeneity

of the styles he deployed and the different publics he Wooteakes evident thdite viewed
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form and style as purposefully chosen vehicles that couldneehboth the acuity of
sociological analysis and the ability of its intended putdidear it. We have shown in this
article as well that not only any analysis of his pagasseven the process of gathering all of
them together may be compared to the journey thad no end In the bibliography that
follows, we have chosen to focus upon his English and Polishcptibhs on linguistic
grounds, based both on our own competencies and sineawbes the two written languages
in which Bauman was most productive. In close, theads another issue that we would like
to stress. As a result of our archival watk eeds, we were able to find many of his previously
unpublished papers. Currently we are working on a new projetiake them available to
readers in the form of a three volume book seriesy Th# include both his unpublished
articles, papers that were published in relatively obscur@atsjrand many important Polish
texts that have never been published in English. We mapéhie first volume in this new series

will appear in 2021, with two further volumes planned in sqbeat years.
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