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The Effects of Reading and Language Intervention on Literacy Skills in Children in a Remote Community: An Exploratory 

Randomized Controlled Trial 

Appendices 

Appendix 1 Components of Intervention  

Reading Procedures 
Easy book reading 

2-3 min. 
The tutor offers the child two new easy books to choose from 
The tutor encourages the child to pick and read one of the books 
The child reads the book 
The tutor encourages reading fluency by reading part of the text with the child or modelling intonation 
The tutor praises the child for their reading efforts  

Instructional book 

reading - 5 min. 
The tutor encourages the child to read a new book at the instructional level 
The child reads the book while the tutor takes a Running Record 
The tutor encourages the child to re- read and self-correct their own reading 
The tutor helps the child to re-read hard words by sounding them out or giving visual /auditory cues 

Sight word practice 

reading - 3 min. 

The tutor engages the child in activities to practice sight word reading 

The tutor encourages and supports the child to recognize words as quick as possible 

The tutor keeps a record of the words that the child can recognize with ease or have difficulty with 

Letters, phonological 

awareness and sound-

letter linkage practice 

- 5 min 

The tutor engages the child in activities to promote letter knowledge 

The tutor engages the child in activities to manipulate syllables or phonemes  (e.g., blending)   

The tutor helps the child to sound out letters, blend letters to make words or write letters for sounds 

The tutor emphasizes the links between graphemes and phonemes 

The tutor introduces a new book by talking about the title, author and/or plot 
Introduction of a new 

instructional book  

5 min. 

The tutor reads the book aloud to the child 
The tutor facilitates the children’s participation by asking questions or making comments 
The tutor fills out a planning sheet to record the activities and the next instructional book 
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Language   Procedures 

Active Listening  

Lesson A only  

4-5 min. 

The tutor reads aloud the book to the children  

The tutor activates the children’s background knowledge on the book 
The tutor asks questions or makes comments to facilitate the children’s participation during the reading  

Revision Lessons B 

and C only 

4 - 5 min. 

The tutor recaps the story  
The tutor reviews the story elements using the story pictures or icons 
The tutor reviews the meaning of the words taught in the previous lesson 
The tutor helps to recall word meaning, use words in sentences, and provide related or alternative 

meanings  
Vocabulary Teaching 

12 min. 

The tutor introduces the new words linking the meaning to the book - Lesson A and B only 
The tutor reviews 5 word meaning discussing the word picture or the context of the book – Lesson C only 
The tutor gives a definition and supports the children’s understanding of words (e.g., book context)  
The tutor engages the children in activities to practice the meanings of the words   
The tutor facilitates discussion about the word meanings 

The tutor asks questions for the children to apply the word meaning across new contexts 

The tutor encourages and supports the children to use the word in new sentences 
The tutor helps the children in gaining deep word knowledge by creating word webs or using related 

words 
Narrative Teaching 

12 min. 

The tutor summarizes the story using the narrative picture cards and emphasizing the story elements 
The tutor promotes discussion by asking the children literal and inferential questions about the story 
The tutor supports children by offering examples of responses 
The tutor promotes and supports discussion around the story elements 
The tutor models retelling   

The tutor prompts the children to retell the story and helps them by showing story pictures or icons   
The tutor helps the children to self- monitor their own story retell  
The tutor helps the children to improve the retell by using words to connect ideas and including story 

elements 

The tutor encourages and supports the children to create alternative story elements (e.g., problems, 

attempts) 
Plenary 2 min. The tutor recaps the meaning of the words using the vocabulary cards, pictures, and/or the context in the 

book 
The tutor recaps the story elements using the story pictures or icons 
The tutor suggests how the children can apply what they learned in other contexts or activities  



3 

A Reading and Language Intervention 

3 

 

Reciprocal Procedures 
Introduction  

7 min. 
The tutor introduces the book by talking about the title, author and plot,  

The tutor reminds children what the book was about and where they left off last session  
The tutor activates children’s knowledge by asking about pictures in the book or what they 

remember/anticipate  
The tutor asks questions or makes comments to facilitate the children’s participation before reading 
The tutor prompts the children to choose a coloured smiling face from the book to take turns at being the 

leader  
The tutor explains the role of the leader 
The tutor asks the children to briefly explain the leader’s role to check they understand what to do  
The tutor states the session purpose which is to understand and use four reading strategies  

Predicting 

Questioning 

Clarifying 

Summarizing 

20 min. 

The tutor models how to read a page using the strategies and promoting the discussion  
The tutor helps the children to take turns at being the leader 
The leader makes a prediction about the page and explains it  
The tutor helps the leader to make the prediction and/or to explain the reasons for their prediction  
The tutor supports the discussions by asking others to explain whether they agree with the prediction and 

why 
The leader asks the relevant question as shown in the book 
The tutor helps the leader to answer the question  
The tutor supports the discussion by asking others to explain whether or not they agree with answers and 

why 
The leader clarifies meaning of unknown words by looking at pictures or dictionary and re-reading  
The tutor encourages the leader to talk about the meaning of the unknown word  
The tutor supports the discussion by asking participants to explain synonyms or possible meanings of a 

target 
The leader summarizes two main facts/ideas from one paragraph 
The tutor helps the leader to talk and explain their own ideas  

Plenary 

3 minutes 
The tutor facilitates discussions by asking others to explain whether they agree with the main ideas and 

why 
The tutor recaps the story or topic in the book  
The tutor recaps the four reading strategies  
The tutor suggests how the children can apply what they learned in other contexts or activities  
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Appendix 2 Consort Checklist (NB, page numbers refer to full manuscript) 
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