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Highlights: 

• The international scrap metal trade is analyzed using complex network theory. 

• The scale-free characteristic of trade networks and the increasing monopolization of 

the export market are revealed. 

• Core countries leading the hierarchical trade relationships are revealed. 

• The trade communities and the dynamic evolution patterns are explored. 

• The effects of geopolitics and economic turbulence are evidenced in the formation of 

the communities. 

 


