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UK

Farmland Butterfly Index has
fallen by 27% since 1990.°

Since 1970 the Farmland Bird
Index has reduced by 57% of
its value.?"

Since 1980 the UK insect pollinator
biodiversity indicator has shown long
term decline, though recent short term
stability. Both wild and honey bees
have shown an overall decline since the
1960s.P

2.2 million tonnes of topsoil are lost
annually, resulting in carbon emissions
that are 50% higher than those from
the petroleum refining industry.©

Previously extensive native biogenic
oyster reefs in the English channel and
southern North Sea were almost
completely extirpated in the 20th
century.d

Only 9 of 162 fisheries in English
inshore waters (top 15 species) could
be confirmed as sustainable. Most
others were data deficient.®

Soil erosion, soil compaction and loss
of organic soil costs farmers £246
million.¢

E Y
v \

European Grassland Butterfly Index
declined by almost 50% between 1990 and
2011.7*

Between 1990 and 2014, across 26 EU
Member States, there was a 31.5% decrease
in populations of common farmland birds.8*

Evidence indicates that of the 1,965
European native bees 101 are Near
Threatened; 24 Vulnerable; 46 Endangered;
7 Critically Endangered; with 1,101 being
data deficient.h

11.4 % of the EU suffers from moderate to high
levels soil erosion (more than 5
tonnes/ha/year), with a further 0.4% affected
by extreme soil erosion (more than 50
tonnes/ha/year).!

Only 5% of seabed habitats out of 702 in the
MSEFD initial assessment were in good status.
76% were of unknown status.¢

Only 19 (20%) of 95 fish stocks assessed in
European waters were sustainable - None in
the Mediterranean, 19/54 (35.2%) in the NE
Atlantic.

It is estimated that there is a 0.43% loss of
agricultural productivity annually across the
EU due to soil erosion, which is estimated
to cost €1.25 billion.k

b Source: Downing, E., Sutherland, N. The UK Bee Population. Debate Pack no. CDP 2017/0226. House of Commons Library (2017)
¢Source: Armstrong Brown and Tipper. Natural Investment: Future Proofing Food Production in the UK. Green Alliance. (2017)

4 Source: State of Europe’s Seas, EEA Report No 2/2015
© Source: Davies, P., Williams, C., Carpenter, G. & Stewart, B.D. (2018) Does size matter? Assessing the use of vessel length to manage fisheries in England. Marine Policy

97, 202-210.

fSource: EEA. The European Grassland Butterfly indicator 1990-2011. EEA Technical Report no.11. European Environment Agency (2013)
8 Source: Eurostat — Agri-environment Indicators — Common Farmland Bird Index
hSource: European Commission. STEP Report Summary: Final Report Summary — STEP (Status and Trends of European Pollinators). European Union (2016)
! Source: Eurostat — Agri-environment Indicators — Soil Erosion
! Source: Fernandes, P.G., et al. (2017) Coherent assessments of Europe’s marine fishes show regional divergence and megafauna loss. Nat. Ecol. Evol. 1, 0170

¥ Source: Panagos, P. et al. Cost of agricultural productivity loss due to soil erosion in the European Union: From direct cost evaluation approaches to the use of
macroeconomic models. Land Degradation & Development 29, 471-484 (2018)
t The decline in the farmland bird index is primarily due to the changing populations of 12 specialist bird species that comprise the 19 bird index. In particular,
populations of grey partridge, turtle dove, tree sparrow and corn bunting have declined by more than 90% since 1970.

9 +1 European Grassland Butterfly Index is based on the population trends in 17 butterfly species. /
“\_ ¥ Common Farmland Bird Index is based on 39 bird species
5
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