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Brief alcohol interventions: meta-analytic summary 

Supplementary table 2: example search strategy in MEDLINE (OVID) 

# Searches Results 

1 exp General Practice/ 66091 

2 Primary Health Care/ 57823 

3 Community Health Services/ 28047 

4 exp Emergency Service, Hospital/ 52715 

5 Physicians, Primary Care/ or Physicians, Family/ 16640 

6 General Practitioners/ 2310 

7 
(general pract$ or family pract$ or GP or physician$ or emergency department$ or emergency room$ or trauma care or "accident and emergency" or 

community).tw. 
728212 

8 ((family or community or practice$) adj (medic$ or doctor$ or physician$ or health$ or nurs$)).tw. 54319 

9 (primary adj2 care).tw. 92869 

10 shared care.tw. 921 

11 or/1-10 859744 

12 exp Alcohol-Related Disorders/ 102120 

13 Alcohol Drinking/ 56131 

14 
(alcohol adj3 (drink$ or intoxicat$ or use$ or abus$ or misus$ or risk$ or consum$ or withdraw$ or detox$ or treat$ or therap$ or excess$ or reduc$ or 

cessation or intervention$)).tw. 
94861 

15 (drink$ adj3 (excess or heavy or heavily or harm or harmful or hazard$ or binge or harmful or problem$)).tw. 14771 



16 ("alcohol use" or alcoholic$).tw. 70587 

17 or/12-16 202216 

18 Counseling/ 29551 

19 Psychotherapy, Brief/ 2914 

20 Interview, Psychological/ 13992 

21 Behavior Therapy/ 24905 

22 Cognitive Therapy/ 17749 

23 Motivation/ 54798 

24 ((brief or minimal or early or motivat$) adj3 (intervention$ or therap$ or interview$ or advice)).tw. 48561 

25 (counselling or counseling or advice).tw. 96834 

26 or/18-25 257906 

27 and/11,17,26 2635 

28 brief alcohol intervention$.tw. 247 

29 or/27-28 2769 

30 randomized controlled trial.pt. 405702 

31 controlled clinical trial.pt. 91143 

32 randomi$.ab. 398820 

33 placebo.ab. 165883 

34 drug therapy.fs. 1802402 

35 randomly.ab. 232263 



36 trial.ab. 339350 

37 groups.ab. 1457523 

38 30 or 31 or 32 or 33 or 34 or 35 or 36 or 37 3584371 

39 (animals not (humans and animals)).sh. 4024535 

40 38 not 39 3081193 

41 29 and 40 1081 

 


