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An historical overview of womenin ministry within the Elim
Pentecogtal Church in the second half of the twentieth century.

Thispaper will bepresentingan historicd sketch of theroleof womenin
ministry withinthe Elim Foursquare Gospd Alliance (Elim) in thelatter haf of
thetwentieth century. Focussingon theissueof ordination (henceleadership and
governance), women have moved fromabackground roleto beingaccepted for
ordination. Thisjourney within Elim has taken many decades of theologcd
discussion. Sittingwithin goba studies on women in Pentecostaism, this paper
isuniqueinitsfocuson theUK. It addsto other, non-UK studies, by gvinga
detaled andy sis of theprocess, foregroundingthejourney that Elim took.

M ethods Archivesearch.

Keywords Elim; women; ministry; history; doctrine

Introduction

This pgpe andyses the place and role of women within the Elim Pentecostd Church
during thesecond hdf of the twentieth century. Assuch it is a continuation of a
previous paper in which | andyse thefirst hdf of the twentieth century.* After abrief
summary of thefirst hdf of the twentieth century, | will then present the continuing and
convoluted journey which Elim undetook to leed them to ordan women in 1999.
Tradng thehistory of the contributions and impact that women had on vaious
Pentecostd movement worldwide is agowing fidd of academic study. M uch, for

eample, dready edsts concerning women in Amearica® Similaly some works trace

! Carter, “An Historical Overview of Women in Ministry within the Elim Pentecostal Church in

the First Half of the Twentieth Century.”

2 For instance Blumhofer, “‘That Old- time Religion’”; Blumhofer, “Women in American
Pentecostalism”; Cavaness, “God Calling”; Qualls, God ForgiveUsfor Being Women.



women’s roles within Hispanic Pentecostalism,” Asian Pentecostdism,* Austrdian
Pentecostdism,® Canadian Pentecostdism,® and African Pentecostdism.” M ost of these
choose to recount spedific stories of women, and/or discuss the changng atitudes or
debaes tha have hindered or rdessed women. Hardly any such work has ben
completed for the UK 8 This pgper adds to thegoba Pentecostd study of the historicd
role tha women have played, by focussing on the Elim Pentecostd movement within

the UK.

Background — thefirst half of the 20t Century

Smilar to most Pentecostd movements, women were activdy engaged in ministry in
Eim from ealy daysin 1915. During this early work, Elim, & tha point known as the
Eim Evengelistic Band, was, as the name demonstrated, evangelistic. The passion for
spreading the gospd had no gender restrictions, and women worked done, as wdl as

dongside men.

andindudingagdobd aspect: Alexander, “Beautiful Feet: Women Leaders and the
Shapingof Global Pentecostalism.”

% Espinoza, ““Third Class Soliders’ - A History of Hispanic Pentecostal Clergywomenin the
Assemblies of God.”
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Women in Asian Pentecostalism.”
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Africa Attanasi, “Constructing Gender within Global Pentecostalism.”

8 Except that which has been written by mysdlf: “An Historical Overview of Women in Ministry
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However, as the govenmenta structure of Elim was formed, so therole and
place of women became restricted. Thisis both evidencad in theway in which women
were presented in print (thar names separated from men), and how they were limited in
their voting cgpadty.

Vaious discussions and debaes were proposed (end some were hdd), onthe
ministerid cgpadty in which women could operae Frequently theissue was postponed,
on one occasion because of WW2. The end of thefirst haf of the twentieth century
conduded withwomen restricced from being ordained and thusnot gven the same
staus as ther made ministerid counterparts. Some women chose to save on the fordgn

missionary fidd, someremaned serving & home unde thoserestrictions.

1950s - 1960s — all quiet on the women front

Unlike the previous decades in which there had been discussions and committees
considering therole of women in ministry,® the decedes of the 50s and 60s were notably
quig on thistopic. In 1951 thediscussion turned from the ordinaion of women, tothe
involvement of women in locd church goups, cdled ‘sisterhoods’. Any recorded
discussion focussed on minor detdls for thoselocd medtings. Although women were
still occasionally acoepted as ministers, there is no formd debate or consideraion of
ther role in leedership or ordinaion through these decades. On somelevd this reflects
the post-war period of consolidating and rebuilding in which there was an emphasis on
the gowth of families. Hudson indicates that Elim had not lost its evengdistic zed,

with 83 new churches pioneared in thefirst twenty years since the end of the war.°

® Carter, “An Historical Overview of Women in Ministry within the Elim Pentecostal Church in

the First Half of the Twentieth Century.”

19 «The Development of British Pentecostalism,” 52.



However thePestors of those new churches would have been mae, withwomen having

only a supportingrole

The 1970s - 1980s — women in discussion

Dodrine of the Church Committee

In June 1970 a conference dedsion was made tosa up a Dodrine of the Church
Committee This committee was tasked with discussing avast topic, taking many years
tocove avaiey of subjects; rangng from ‘The uniqueness of the Pentecostd

M ovement’ to ‘Inter-radal Felowship’.* The committee initidly consisted of 8 men,
who were split by location (4 neer London, and 4 near Chdtenham). The vaious
meetings across theyears indicae acore of 5 men,2 with an additiond 3 who were not
listed origndly whojoined on occasion. With such alarge remit, there were even
discussions of producing a book; however when thefind report was presated tothe
Conference in 1976 in which some summaries were made, an elanaion was gven
that due to ‘death, retirement, removal abroad and the pressures on their time’,2® the
committee had been reduced totwo persons only, and tha discussions could not
continue:

The ‘First Interim Report’, in 1972, lists thedates of thefirst 13 meetings and
the topicstha had bean discussad a those megings. In December 1971 thetopic of
‘women deacons’ appears on the agenda. In the Interim Report, which includes a
summary of afew topics, the discussion regarding desoons does not spedifically

mention gender, and therefore never redly addresses the topic of ‘women deacons’.

™ «The Doctrine of the Church, First Interim Report,” 1.
2 3.T. Bradley, G. Canty, D. Cartwright, E. Corseand G.W. Gilpin.
¥ Doctrine of the Church Committee, “ Annual General Conference A gendas and Reports,”27.



However, unde the heding ‘The Government of Elim,” leedership is assumed tobe
made with ‘men’, rather than ‘women’ being mentioned.** A significant step forwad in

the discussion was made in 1974, to which | now turn.

[Opportunity of Senice for ladies}] e Commented [JC[1]: Up tohere — checking for long
sentences

Having been commissionad eatlier in the decade, the Dodrine of the Church Committee
was gven a spedific focus in M ay 1973. At the Representative Session it was proposed
(by Pastors Hawkes and Woodfidd) tha ‘Opportunity of Sarvice for ladies’ be
prested in more detal in 1974. This stated ajourney of discussion for the committee
toeplore the ministry of women in more detail, as | will soon elan.

However, before detaling thevarious reports, thefirst thing to noteis the
change in language from earlier timesin Elim. Initidly any reference to women, in
dther minutes or in the publication The Elim Evangd, used the term ‘sisters’. Asa
contrast the men were generally referred to as ‘brothers’. The Conference minutes in the
1970s, when refaring to spedfic women, would d@ther simply use ther name (first and
surname), or include the title ‘Miss’ if they were unmarried. Specific men were referred
to with the title ‘Pastor’, or ‘Minister’. Where women were being described generdly,
then the term ‘ladies’ was adopted. Men, however, were not referred to as ‘gentlemen’,
rather as “men’ or ‘brother ministers’."> Althouch thisis aminor observation, it does
cause afurther separaion of the women from the men. Referring tothe women as
‘ladies’, whilst not equally referring to the men as ‘gentlemen’, categorizes the women

in away tha, dthough probably amed a gving them dignity and respect, actudly

4 Doctrine of the Church Committee, “The Doctrine of the Church, First Interim Report,”5.
!5 Elim, “ A nnual General Conference M inutes,” May 1974, 4.



further enhanced inequdity. Interestingy the Dodrine of the Church Committee Report

adopted the term ‘women’.

January 1974 — ‘What place can be found for women in the service of Godin
Him’
On Friday 20™ January 1974 a meeting was held by the committee to discuss ‘What
place can be found for women in thesarvice of Godin Elim’.*® Prior to the convening
of thismeeting one of the members, George Canty, produced a 3-page piece entitled
The place of women in Elim.” Some of his work fed into theimmediate discussion and
wes later used inthefind report; dthough as | laer show, theamendments to and
omissions from this are informative

The non-verbaim record of comments from the first megting demongtrate a
genedly postivegpproach towads women. The notesthemsdves start with thetitle,
date and records of those presmt. On thisrather rare occasion thelist of mde pastors
begn with theterm ‘M essrs.’®® Genardly titles were ignored for men (eccept when
‘Pastor’ was used), whilst women were identified through ‘Miss’ or ‘M rs’. In fat the
notes from the second meeting used thetem ‘Pastors’, and distinguish the one woman

& ‘Mrs. G. Ladlow’.”® MrsLadlow is identified as the only non-Pastor, and in

aocoordance withthe practice of the day, presented with her husband’s initial. The find

8 Doctrine of the Church Committee, “ What Place Can Be Found for Women in the Serviceof
God in Elim.”

7 Canty, “The Place of Women in Elim.”

8 Doctrineof the Church Committee, “What Place Can Be Found for Women in the Service of
God in Elim,” 1.

' Doctrine of the Church Committeg, “Regarding Women’s Service,” 1.



report presented to Conference dters this and uses her owninitids ‘M. M2
Furthermore, the record of comments from thefirst meeting choose to use theterm
‘women’ rather than ‘ladies’. Thisseams like addiberate dedsion by George Canty
who is ascribed @ thenote taker in a memo.?

Intheir first megting the committee made it dear tha they wanted tobe
informed by theBible However, they dso noted tha culture was an influencer, bothin
the writing of paticular Ietters inthe Bible describing this as the ‘Oriental stamp’, and
inther own perspective as reeders of the Bible Spedfic questions regarding theway
that Jesus involved women (or did not) were discussad, to which two quotes from one
of the erliest famde Eim ministas, Miss Addade Hendeson, were used. The generd
consensus regarding the Biblicd comments were positive towards theinvolvement of
women.

Outside of the Biblical record, reference to Elim’s history was made, inwhich
women had been vay involved, ‘almost full equdity of sarvice with men has ben
practiced in Elim from the beginning’.?? Although, the committee dso noted that
women Pastors had not generdly bean acospted by the aulture of thetime A strong
case was made for thegeat work that women provided Elim, but restrictions were dso
noted:

Without femaeservice Elim work would collgpse, but no place has been found

even for their expressions of opinion or suggestions within our assemblies...The

dimate of discrimination against women could beaffectingthe confidence of

% Doctrine of the Church Committee, “ Annual Conference Rep ort: Women and Their
M inistry,” 16.

?! Bradley, “ The Doctrine of the Church Committee.”

22 D octrine of the Church Committee, “What Place Can Be Found for Women in the Serviceof
God in Elim,” 1.



women, makingeven capable peoplereticent. Elim’s constitution and nature of

ministry creates conditionsin which women could not generdly become

prominent. %
This quote demonstrates alevd of frustration towards the ingtitutiond structures and
culture within Elim which restriced women from rising toalevd towhich they were
gfted. Laer thenotesstae ‘To limit the main sources of Christian service to men
whenever possible is to halve the resources of Elim’.?* These observations took botha
pragmaic goproach, inther desire touse dl avalable people and an emancpaory
gopproach, recognising the equdity of women; but dso recognizing that ‘not many take
advantage of i’ ®

On thewhole the notes from thefirst megting were positivetowards women
whilst redising the current restrictions found within Elim, and cdled for changes to this
stuaion. Even in considering church history, in which ‘women had a small place in
church affairs’, it was noted however that ‘many errors were perpetuated, of which this
neglect of female help could be one’.® Thislargely positiveapproach towards women
was however not the only sound within the notes. There were some undercurrents of
tension bewean themembers of the committes which are best demonstrated by looking

a thdar ned meging

February 1974 — ‘Regarding women’s service’

Prior tothefirst mesing George Canty had produced a 3-page positive view of the

place of women in Elim, prior tothe seoond megting Ron Chgoman produced atwo

% |bid., 2-3.
** |bid., 4.
% |bid., 3.
% |bid.



page alternative perspective “Women and their minis‘[ry’.27 Canty’s writing influenced
one of the three sections of thefind report,? whereas Chapman’s influenced the other
two. These sections were ‘The purpose of womanhood in the economy of God’ and
“The place for womanhood in the Church’.®

Chapman’s approach was not fully endorsed by the committee. A copy of his
pape with handwritten annotations was found in the archives, showing how the
committee had disagreed with paticular aspedts. For instance Chapman aques tha a
woman’s ‘primal destiny’ is to be a ‘help-meet’ to man. This particular opinion was
both over-written in the pgper, and discussad in the second megting  The notes from that
meding instead said ‘as a human being a woman’s primal destiny is not for man but for
Christ’.* The committee dearly disagresd withanumber of pointstha Chapman had
rased in his pgpe. Some of them were entirdy removed, for instance this paticular

settion on the way women were behaving in thar day:

Instead of beingthe complement shedemandsto bethe competitor, insteed of
motheringher infants sheprefersto multiply her income; instead of guidingthe
homeshedectsto govern thenation. Thecost of thisabdication of entrustment can
be seen intheever incressing maritd chaos, themultiplication of juvenile
ddinquency and thegenerd threat thisadl meansto thefutureof divilization.®

The extent to which Chapman’s views here were agreed with by others on the

committee is not known. However these words are not found in thefind report. The

2" Chapman, “Women and Their Ministry.”

%8 Thiswas thethird section of thereport entitled “The place of women in Elim”.

% Doctrine of the Church Committee, “ Annual Conference Rep ort: Women and Their
M inistry,” 16.

% Doctrine of the Church Committee, “Regarding Women’s Service,” 1.

3 Chapman, “Women and Their Ministry,” 1.



difference of opinion presented by Canty and Chgoman may wdl have provided an
environment in which a bdanced compromise had to be found. (In afind report in
1976, the two lasting members of the Committee do say that there were ‘conflicting
views’, but that ‘no minority report’ was brought to Conference, ‘because agreement
was reached on all important issues’; except that is ‘over the place of women in the
economy of God’. %)
The committee continued to demonstrae in this second megting that it was
lagdy positive towards women in ministry. At one point thenotes say:
Theided however istowardsthenew kingdomin which discrimination on the
goundsof sexis diminated, but the present earthly estatecan only movetowards
it, and isnot likdy to achieveit beforetheK ingdom of God comes.
Following on from the first megting in which it was recognised tha adimate of
discriminaion is unhdpful, so here they take theview tha gender discriminaion, in

God’s Kingdom, is/will be non-edstent. The difficulty for them, was how to proceed.

1974 — Report to Conference — Not far enough

A find committee megting on 22™ M arch 1974, withonly 4 in atendance® findised
the report, bringng together a three page report “Women and their ministry”,® which
was submitted to the 1974 Conference

The 1974 Sudy Group Report presmted to Conference, had some notable

omissions from the earlier medting notes. One notable change was the use of theterm

%2 Doctrine of the Church Committee, “ Annual General Conference A gendas and Reports,”27.
# Doctrine of the Church Committee, “Regarding Women’s Service,” 2.

% J.T. Bradley, G. Canty, D. Cartwright and R. Chapman.

% Elim, “ Annual Conference: A genda and Reports,” 16—20.



‘ladies’ which crept in from Chapman’s paper. This was not exdusive, with theterm
‘women’ also used, but does reflect a particular perspective. Some of Chapman’s
neetive comments, like the example | gave &ove wasredacted. Some of Canty’s
more forthright comments regarding the restrictions tha Elim has enabled, were dso
redacted. Canty had induded asection regarding Elim missionaries, which was not

induded:

Itisperhapsalittlestrangethat Elim continuestothrugst them [women] out into

londy and somewha demandingpostson themission fidd, but is hesitant about

findingthem places of equal trust in the homeland....It might appear anomalous to

somethat women carryinggreat responsibility abroad should not bedlowed tobe

members of the Elim Conferencewhich controls Elim attivities. Their voiceis

unheard a homefor thebetter development of thefiddsin which they servewith

outstandingacumen.*®
This question over the place of missionaries within Elim has emerged in more modern
debaes, butis dealy rdevant to thehistory of Elim going back tothe first missionary
M issDoallie Phillips.¥’ She was soon followed by MissA. Henderson who later held the
post of Missionary Secretary for many years, and was quoted by Canty, as mentioned
aove

The report made anumber of obsavaions which can only be briefly mentioned
hee They obsaved tha there was no legdaive restriction on women saving in Elim
expt a exeautive levd. However, they faled to address key restrictive wording in the
Constitution that meant women were not ‘members of conference’; thisissue was lae

addressed in the 1990s (see bdow). Thereport adknowledged the genuine cdl of God

on both men and women, &s evidencad in those atending the Bible College; and

3% Canty, “The Place of Women in Elim,” 1-2.
37 Cartwright, Defining Moments, 136.



encouraged theprattice of tridling women in roles of sarvice in achurch (whilst
spedficdly puttingthe role of Pastor to one sidein thisdiscussion). The report dso
briefly addressad thesodd dimae of the day, dting how theliberation of women had

bemn ggeining momentum since the middle of the 19th century:

Experience in the1920/30s reveded thecapacity of somewomen to pastor and

preach, but in generd it gppeared that the public of this country werenot ready to

acoept women aspastors®®
Thisis an important observation which both afirms the role and cgpadty of women as
pastors and preachers, whilst dso acknowledging (or accusing) thesodety of theday as
the cause for thelack of acogptance of women in ministry.

Having largely avoided the discussion of women pastors, the report conduded,
‘there should be an opportunity to give of their womanly best to God and to Elim’. %
This final sentence had been changed from Canty’s original ‘there should be a full
opportunity intheElim work as at the beginning’.®® Thisdteration drops the mention of
Elim’s heritage, and adds a rather pejorative gendered-term ‘womanly best.’

All of thisis written in the same year tha a report from the Saoretary-Genera is
circulated following the conference. In this he talks about the ‘great need’ to open new
churches and calls upon Pastors to look for ‘men” who are called and gifted by God, to

‘use him, recognise him, and thrust him out’.® Despitethe gegt nexd, thecdl remans

% Doctrine of the Church Committee, “ Annual Conference Rep ort: Women and Their
M inistry,” 19.

% |bid., 20.

4 Canty, “The Place of Women in Elim,” 3.

“1 Elim, “ A nnual General Conference M inutes,” May 1974, 3.



very mde Around hdf of Elim members remained shackled in ther function and role
simply because of thdar gender.

The committee having submitted thar report in 1974 had the mater referred
back to them for “further consideration’ by the Conference® They were asked ‘to
investigete the possibility of more involvement by ladies in thesavice and work of our
churches, full or part time, after Bible College training’;* the following year afurther

report was produced.

1975 — Supplementary Report — Status Quo

The 1975 supplementary report indicates tha the goup met again (with theproposers
Hawkes and Woodfidd) and fdt that because Elim accepted ‘ladies’ as ‘ministers’ that
‘no further constitutional provision is necessary’.* What this however faled to address
wes theissue of ordination, and senior Pastord duties in a church. Years of megings
and reports seemed to be reduced to accepting the status quo. However wha they dso
proposed was theintroduction of anew term, ‘Lady workers’, for women who wanted
tohave pad, non-ministerid work.

The conference reviewed this short report and acogpted it whilst changng the
term ‘Lady workers’ to ‘Lay workers’.*® Although thishad an effect of introdudng a
whole nev gender-open category of workers, in removing thefemae focus, it
potentidly removed further chances for women to be involved. It was quite concavable

that locd Churches would understand ‘Lay worker’ tobe mde

“1bid., 12.
3 Elim, “Supplementary Reports and Agenda for Conference 1975.”
“1bid., 1.

5 Elim, “ A nnual General Conference M inutes of the Representative Session,” 6.



As mentioned earlier, the Doctrine of the Church Committee ended with afind
report in 1976. Dueto aladk of continuity withthe orignd members no further reports
were completed. The discussions on women in ministry had ended with little changes

actudly manifest.

1980s-1990s — The final frontier

Key committee proposal

M orethan adecade ate thefind report from the Doctrine of the Church Committeg a
proposd was made tothe Annud Conference in 1989 by Smith and Blar :

THAT the Executive Council gppointsaCommittee includinge lesst onelady, to

investigetethescripturd, congitutiond and legel positionwithregard to the

ministry and ordination of women, this Committeeto reportin writingto thenext

Conference, thereport to include such recommendations asthe Committee

consider to benecessary .*°
They set in motion a chan of events that saw women being ordained ten years late. In
1990 aone-page report induded the commiittee findings to dae in which it sad that
there should be no restriction on women preeching or teeching ‘when thisiscaried out
under the authority of amae church leedership, such as aboard of ddas’.*” The
committee noted tha such provision was dready there in Elim for women to be
ministers. It then turned to discuss ordination. It states tha this ‘rases thequestion of
authority and theright or otherwise of awoman toexardse judgement so far as men are

ooncarned.” “ The report dso indicated that more detailed findings would be drculated

“% Elim, “ Annual Conference Representative Session - Supplementary Agenda.”

4" Smyth, “Annual Conference Report: Women’s Ministry.”
48 [
Ibid.



prior to the Conference of 1992.

1991 — Therole of women in ministry

A 62-page document was prepared by the three authors, under the auspices of the
Congtitution Committeg, looking & therole of women in ministry. Thereport was split
into four sections. The first ‘Survey of contemporary Church praxis and a study of
Feminism’ by Heather Hunter, the second ‘Examination of the Old Testament texts’ by
John Burgan, and the third ‘Examination of the New Testament texts’ by Keith
Warringon.”® Thefourth section was aone-page section with deven points of
recommendation, compiled by the authors as a group.

| do not have space here to examine dl thearguments used by the authors, raher
I will turn tothe recommendations. The language is complementarian in nature,
goproving of spiritud egqudity, but not of role equdity. For instance awomean should be
pat of ateam ‘in patnership with amde leede’,® for, in their view, ddership ismde
Interestindy there is dso amention of ‘communion, stewarding weter bgptism, e d’,
here thereport recommended tha these aress bereconsidered &s ‘avalable for women’,
having previousy ben largely theredm of men. Findly the question of women
missionaries was rasad, saying that they had an ‘anomdous position’. This point had
previously besn made by the ‘Ordination of sisters’ committee back in the 1930s> and

by Canty, as mentioned earlier.? Having produced this report, the committee hoped to

9 Hunter, Burgan, and Warrington, “The Role of Women in Ministry,” 2.

* Ibid., 62.

*! Carter, “ An Historical Overview of Women in Ministry within the Elim Pentecostal Church
intheFirst Haf of theTwentieth Century,” 9.

52 Canty, “The Place of Women in Elim,” 1.



see discussion documents from the Elim Bible College and be able to say more to the

Conference of 1992.

Theological Conferences®

The reference to discussion documents from the Elim Bible College most likdy refer to
the Theologcd Confaence of October 1991 hdd in Svanwick, Derbyshire which
addressad as one of its topics ‘The M inistry of Women’.>* Whilst covering such themes
& the aurrent sodd dimae induding feminism, thevest mgority of emphasis is placed
in biblicd aguments. Unlike thediscussions ealier in theocentury there is little or no
pragmatic emphasis® Each of theauthors argued agginst women in ministry.

In 1992 the report on women’s ministry was adopted by the Annual Conference
and the minutes state that ‘anumber of questions were answered’.® However, it is dear
that the answers were not satisfactory for those who were promoting women in
ministry. For, in 1995, asacond Theologcd Conference was hed in which 310 people
were regstered. This was ajoint conference with the Assemblies of God, and aggin was
hdd in Hayes.

Out of the four papers printed,> twowere for, two were agginst women in

ministry. Smilar aaguments were made from Scripture, lagdy focusing on headship,

% | cover thedetails of theseconferencesin: “Women in Ministry within the Elim Foursquare
Gospel Alliance.”

* Dick et al., “The Ministry of Women.”

*° Carter, “ An Historical Overview of Women in Ministry within the Elim Pentecostal Church
intheFirst Haf of the Twentieth Century,” 13.

% Elim, “ A nnual General Conference M inutes,” 1992.

57 Cartwright, “The Role of Women in the Government of the Church”; Evans, “‘The Role of
Women in the Government of the Church’”; M cComb, “‘The Role of Women in the



authority, silence, the aregtion order and ddership govenance However positive
agments were dso made from Scripture tha focussed on biblicd role modds and the
dfts of the Spirit, whilst dso countering the standard arguments agginst women in

ministry.

The Key Conferences — The vote for women

On thebak of the 1991 report and the 1991 and 1995 Theologcal Conferences a
proposd was brought by S Potter and C. Cartwright (who had written a pgper in favour
for the 1995 Theologcal Conference) tothe Annud Conference in 1997. This proposd
would remove the words ‘as to men only being members’ from the Constitution. After
some discussion a votein favour was made

In 1998, because it was adead poll changg® the proposa was brought aggin
and passad. At this point the Constitution Committee Report elaned tha dter the
first voteof 1997, & the cheking of asolicitor, women ministers were legglly members
of the conference. So the second vote was simply atidying up exercise with some of the
wording

At the end of the twentieth century, for thefirst time in Elim, women were
offidaly ordained. Onthe 26" April 1999, eght women, who were dreedy ministers,
were ordained: Sue Boyle Ruth Ann Cannings, Hazd Catledge, Lily Florida June

Freudenberg M ailynHarry, Annette Richmond, and Ann Stevenson.

Government of the Church’”’; Rivers, ““The Role of Women in the Government of the
Church.””
%% Dead poll changes requireavoteof acoeptancetwo years running.



Condusion

Thejourney for the ordination of women within Elim had been along one There had
been moments, espeddly inealy days, when there gppeared to be no difference
betwean men and women ministers, who both were smply serving God as they were
cdled. However, following similar trends, seen dso dsawhere® intitutiondization
enhancad any restrictions that were underlying® The quiet decades of the 1950s and
1960s mantaned that status quo within Elim, but the 1970s and the Dodtrine of the
Church Committee examined therole of women in fa gester detal. However, even
that seemed tostdl in bringng any change to women in ordained ministry. But a sea
change had occurred and the 1990s brought adiversity of views which culminaed in a
votein ayeement toordain women. It is far from dear tha dl questions and conocerns
regarding the role of women were answered,®! but thiswas amgor step forward.

The opening of thetwentieth century brought awave of Pentecostd fervour
throughout the UK ingtigeted by asmdl Elim Evangglistic Band that was open to men
and women cdled by God. The dose of the twentieth century saw men and women
aggin working together on equd footing dmost. Looking beyond the twentieth century,
it was only in 2013 tha women were dlowed to be gppointed to the Nationd
Leadership Team (thenew term for the Executive). Perhgps in the twenty-first century

the strugde of women in ministry will be only of historicd interest, however current

% E.g intheUSA: Stephenson, “Prophesying Women and RulingMen.”

% Thislargdy concurswiththeargument of Barfoot and Sheppard, “Prophetic vs. Priestly
Religion.”; dthough Stephenson arguesthat their distinction, in Pentecostdismin the
USA, dwaysexisted: “Prophesying Women and RulingMen,” 423.

%! See research on morerecent times: Carter, “Women in Ministry within the Elim Foursquare

Gospel Alliance.”



research® indicates more work is nesded. Similar assessments are often made in the
dobd works| referenced in the introduction. Back in 1985 Catwridght, in assessing the
ladk of encouragement towards women, conduded his pgoer by saying ‘Thus
Pentecostdism lost one of its spedd fegtures: It has yet to be restored’.®® We can now

say that restoration is under way, ‘special features’ are being re-esteblished.

%2 Nunn, “What Are the Critical Determinants That Will Release, Enable and Emp ower Women
to M aximiseand Fully Express Ther M inistry Giftingwithinthe Elim Pentecosta
M ovement?”

8% Cartwright, “ Your Daughters Shall Prophesy. The Contribution of Women in Early

Pentecostalism,” 8.
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