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Figure 1: Flow Diagram Summarising Results of the Search  
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459 articles retrieved 

Search 1 (EMBASE) = 189 

Search 2 (Medline) = 222 

Search 3 (Cochrane) = 5  
   1 Cochrane review, 4 trials 

Search 4 (Cochrane) = 43  
   2 Cochrane reviews, 3 other reviews, 29 trials, 9 economic evaluations 

52 duplicated articles excluded 

407 articles screened on the basis of title and abstract 384 articles excluded 

Hand search of references = + 1 

23 full text articles retrieved 

23* articles excluded 

• Single case report/review = 1 

• Ultrasound for induced pain not 

fracture morphology = 3 

• Patient age unknown = 1 

• Paediatric data not separately 

extractable from adult data = 12 

o Original article = 8 

o Systematic review = 4 

• RĞĐƌƵŝƚĞĚ ш ϭϳ ǇĞĂƌ ŽůĚƐ ŽŶůǇ с 2 

• Recruited adults only = 6 

• No external reference standard = 

1 

 

* Some articles were excluded for 

more than one reason  

0 articles eligible for inclusion in a meta-analysis 


