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Dear Matthew Gandy,  

 

Please find attached our revised article following your suggestions and those of the 

peer reviewers.  

 

We have gone over the 2nd statement (given that the 1st did not suggest further 

revisions) and have reworked the text again. Our detailed responses to these 

comments are highlighted in red.  

 

Please do let us know if there are any further questions.  

We do look forward to publication! 

 

Thank you  

 

Tatjana Schneider  

On behalf of all authors
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 2 

Referee 1: “If I was king of India I would get all the horns out of cars.” A 

qualitative study of sound in Delhi 

 

Some of my criticisms to do with inequality have been dealt with. The paper was 

already an accomplished piece of empirical work. 

 

 

 

 

 

Referee 2: “If I was king of India I would get all the horns out of cars.” A 

qualitative study of sound in Delhi 

 

This paper explores an understudied field of urban research: sound/noise in Delhi. 

The paper is well written and organized, and very innovative in terms of topic and 

empirical approach. However, there are two main areas that need to be further 

revised: 

 

1) The terminology needs to be further clarified: 

 

a) While the authors make interesting links to key concepts and literatures on “urban 

sound” they need to clarify the terminology. What is the difference between the idea of 

a “soundscape”, an “auditory landscape”, an “urban acoustic environment”, “acoustic 

gentrification”, and “urban acoustics”. Which terminology will be used in this paper and 

why? The authors need to define those concepts, which are relevant to this specific 

paper and elaborate on how their empirical research expands or questions them. For 

example, how does the idea of an “auditory landscape” as developed by Corbin in the 

context the 19th7Century French countryside, translate to an urban context? Why is 

the concept of the “auditory landscape” relevant for this paper? 

 

The paper focuses on noise, which is the key concept problematised in the paper. In 

doing so we are also making associations with the concept of (urban) soundscape, in 

order to explore how narratives of noise reduction are constructed and produced in the 

socio7political context of Delhi.  

 

More specifically, see the changes made in ‘Introduction’.  

 

 

b) Page 3 L 8739: While the author/s have included key texts in this section, their 

way of referring to the literature differs from the style of citing in the rest of the paper. 

As the focus of this paper is on “noise” and “honking” in particular, the reference to 

Smith (ideological and symbolic aspects; cultural politics) needs to be balanced with 

key texts on the material and physiological aspects of honking/noise (e.g. in relation 

to public health). 

 

There is already a reference just before Smith’s note on the ideological / symbolic 

qualities of sound: ‘Honking is a typical example noise in the urban soundscape, for it 
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 3 

simultaneously embodies and communicates diverse experiences and understandings 

of the city in terms of environmental and health issues, local politics and infrastructure’. 

 

In addition to this, the physiological aspects of honking and noise are addressed in the 

following section, ‘Noise and honking in Delhi: from a ‘new spatial order’ to a ‘socio7

spatial disorder’’ For example: ‘[@] the evidence about the damaging effects of noise 

and vibration on health ranging from irreversible hearing loss and anxiety attacks to 

hypertension and heart disease (e.g. Majumder, Mehta, and Sen 2009; Chaturvedi et 

al. 2011). These initiatives, driven by an active and sometimes activist elite, as well as 

more recent investigations into health implications around noise pollution (Chatterjee 

2016) are further ignored [@]’ 

 

 

2) There is a disjuncture in the paper, which needs to be addressed and linked, 

between a) the theme of “noise and the urban poor” and b) the empirical study, 

which involves only middle7class participants. 

 

a) The authors need to state more clearly what the exact aims of the empirical study 

are. Was the aim to create awareness about noise pollution / honking in Delhi 

amongst policy makers and urban professionals by providing a concentrated space for 

engaging with sound? Was the intention of the empirical part of the project to 

encourage policy makers and professionals to engage with the topic on a policy level? 

If so, were there any results after this study? 

 

See first paragraph of section ‘The experimental sound space and research set7up.’ 

Re. the last question, it is too early to know whether there have been results out of 

this study.  

See also in same section ‘It was thus conceptualized as a tool for not only making the 

all7pervasiveness of sound or noise pollution more visible to the research participants, 

but also provoking discussion that would afford a better understanding of the reasons 

for the seemingly inescapable intensity of noise produced by the constant presence of 

cars, horns and amplifiers in Indian cities.’  

 

b) On Page 6 L 3713 the authors state that anti7honking campaigns involve a socio7

economic elite who “possess the resources and time to be informed about and 

participate in such ‘common good’ actions” – how does the empirical research set7up 

and selection of participants in this paper differ or does it replicate the problem 

addressed by Nijman? How could poor people benefit from this study? 

 

See footnote 7 

The links between the choice of the empirical set up and the resulting selection of 

participants is acknowledged also in the body of the text – e.g. ‘As expected, mostly 

middle and upper class professionals, often with a degree from abroad, the research 

project captured perceptions of noise from people who are less likely to be as 

aggressively exposed to noise, given their relative economic power to purchase 

‘calm’.’ 
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 4 

 

c) P 7 L 8ff7 and footnote 5: could the authors include a reflection on whether the set7

up of the experiment and the follow up interviews might have influenced peoples’ 

decisions not to participate? Why were people not keen on answering questions? 

Why did the authors not include additional research methods, e.g. interviewing those 

people most affected by noise/honking? 

 

See footnote 7 

 

 

d) Page 14 L 45: the authors refer to the results of the empirical experiment stating 

that “participants pointed to much more complex understandings” of noise and 

sound. Yet, how do these complex understandings of sound as expressed by the 

middle class/ highly educated professionals, relate to the problem of honking and 

noise pollution in Delhi and how it affects the urban poor as outlined in the first 

sections of the paper, where these issues were outlined? These two strands of the 

paper need to be linked. 

 

See in Conclusions: ‘Finally, and linked to the above [@]indicatively, Chaterjee 

2014; Routray 2014).’ 

 

See also footnote 7 

 

 

���������	
�������	
����
����		�������������������������

 

i) Consistency in style citing participants (Page 1 L 28 – removed ‘male’; Page 11 L 157

16 – removed ‘male’; Page 15 L 11715 – changed ‘int’ to interviewer and ‘m’ to 

participant for consistency; Page 16 L 47 – removed ‘female’); why are participants 

differentiated by gender? 

 

 

ii) Page 1 L 56757: “it” missing: “Yet, it is the unequal@ 

 

addressed 

 

 

iii) Page 2 L 12715: explain technical terminology “dB(A)” in footnote, or move 

paragraph explaining legal regulations based on decibel measurements in 

front of this section (Page 2 L 25730 “In India, as elsewhere, laws regulate@”). 

 

Moved  

 

 

iv) Page 2 L 12715: example from Ahmedabad – could you replace this with data 

from Delhi for consistency? 

 

Replaced with data from Delhi 
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 5 

 

 

v) Page 2 L 33: what is meant by “morally”? 

 

Taken out: and morally disputed – replaced with ‘and multi7dimensional’ 

 

 

vi) Page 2 L 55: “Initiatives and interventions”: could you give a few 

examples? 

 

Section restructured, so that these initiatives are discussed directly upon 

mention.  

 

vii) Page 4 L 20: the figure works better before the quote by Lee. 

 

Done 

 

 

viii) Page 4 18720: how is the quote by Lee relevant here? Is it necessary? 

 

Upon reflection taken out. 

 

 

ix) Page 4 L 28736: what are the reasons why BRT and metro projects could not 

attract enough riders? Is this a question of class? And, what is the link between 

efficient transport and noise reduction 

 

The link here is not about efficient transport and noise reduction, rather about 

reducing the number of cars on the road and noise reduction. The addition ‘by 

getting people to use less noisy means of transport’ helps to clarify this. With this 

as starting point, the paragraphs that follow flesh out the links between 

infrastructure developments and class and inclusion – or, better, exclusion (see ‘A 

closer inspection of urban and suburban [@] corporations over the needs of the 

city’s poor.’ ’) 

 

x) Page 4 L 48: could you give some examples on the effects of noise and 

vibration on health and safety? 

 

Added ‘health ranging from irreversible hearing loss and anxiety attacks to 

hypertension and heart disease’ 

 

 

xi) Page 4 L 40750 and Page 5 L 49750: could you elaborate on who exactly is driving 

the anti7honking campaigns? Who is involved? Is it only the middle7 class? If so, what 

are their motivations? 

 

We have added a small sub7sentence making clear that it is an ‘elite’ who is 
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 6 

promoting this. The implications are made clearer in the following paragraph: ‘A closer 

inspection of urban and suburban [@] corporations over the needs of the city’s poor.’  

See also sentence ‘Undoubtedly with good intentions [@] manufacturers such as 

Volkswagen and Audi’ 

 

 

xii) Page 6 L 41742 take out the second “together” 

 

done 

 

 

xiii) Page 6 L 38 – what is the UnBox Festival, who organizes it and with what aims7 

include a footnote 

 

Added: 

UnBox was initiated in 2011 by the interdisciplinary Bangalore and Delhi based 

practice Quicksand and explores how creative collaborations between researchers 

and practitioners can push boundaries by fostering new alliances. The UnBox Lab in 

2014 was organized under the overarching topic of ‘Future Cities’. A range of projects 

developed at the UnBox Lab where further developed for the UnBox Festival in Delhi 

in December 2014. 

 

 

xiv) Page 6 L 48: explain the use of the term ‘social condenser’ 

 

Footnote added 

Initially proposed by a group of Russian architects in the 1920s, where the term ‘social 

condenser’ was used to describe new social building typologies, it is here used to 

signify an object that both attracts attention and, at the same time, provides a context 

for conversations around a certain topic – here, noise. , 

 

xv) Page 7 L 8738: description of the beta version could be included in a 

footnote 

 

We believe that this is important as it provides context. We have not changed 

or moved it. 

 

xvi) Page 9 L 18: was there a translator present, so that interviews could have been 

conducted with non7English speakers? 

 

See last sentence of section ‘The experimental sound space and research set7up.’: 

‘The majority of the interviews were conducted in English. Interviews conducted in 

Hindi were facilitated by an Indian, Dehli7based member of the research team. All of 

them were then transcribed and analysed thematically with NVivo.’         

 

 

xvii) Page 10 L 2715, 20727: how do he authors interpret the results, are they 

surprising or expected? 
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 7 

 

We have added ‘As expected, ‘ before “at this point clusters are found in both the 

“stimulating/disturbing” and” 

For the second one, we have added ‘Again, this was anticipated as” before ‘at each 

of these points there are traffic” 

 

 

xviii) Page 10 L 47750: if the authors compare urban noise with concerts they also 

need to highlight the voluntary/involuntary aspects of exposure to high sound 

pressure levels. 

 

There is no intention to compare these. To avoid misinterpretation we have removed 

the sentence. 

 

 

xix) Page 11 L 15 – Page 12 L 23: this section, which elaborates on themes of “sound 

and memory”, “sound and imagination”, “sound and emotion”, needs to be linked back 

to “honking and urban noise” as the main topic of the paper. Why are these interview 

sections and results relevant for the paper? 

 

See additions: ‘The above reflections, while not directly relating to honking as urban 

noise, are interesting as they illustrate a qualitative appreciation of associative 

recollections that come with sound which enable communication with the city and its 

dwellers. In light of discussing sound as communication in this section, they describe a 

liveliness [@]’ 

 

 

xx) Page 13 L 15716: this is an interesting point to discuss further: honking as both 

source and outlet of stress, and a necessary evil of everyday life. 

? 

This point is discussed prior to the sentence that has here been separated and is 

also followed up after. We believe that is sufficiently addressed.  

 

 

xxi) Page 13 L 28: is “symbolic” the suitable term in relation to honking when 

referring to “a form of abuse”? 

 

This is now removed. 

 

 

xxii) Page 13 L 46747: in relation to the comments on religion (“Hindus believe they 

have the right to be loud”), who made these remarks, do we know anything about the 

interviewees? Can you contextualize religious tensions in order to enable readers to 

interpret these remarks? Similarly, more contextualization is needed on Page 14 L 37

14 in relation to religion and gender, and on Page 14 L 25730 in relation to class. 

 

For respect of anonymity we cannot reveal the identities of the respondents and 

associate them with extracts included in the analysis.  
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 8 

However, discussion is thus contextualised: ‘In the context of this study, the co7

existence of different religious groups in Delhi, from Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs to 

Buddhists and Christians, among others, appears to create similar tensions, according 

to the aforementioned respondent.’ 

Also in relation to gender and class:  

‘Informal discussions with the Indian members of our research group and participants 

confirm, indeed, the pervasive and deep, yet little addressed, gender inequality 

problem in India, every so often raised by the media (e.g. Lal 2016). ’ 

‘[@] the following comments by research participants being a vivid reminder that class 

inequalities in India still prevail – ‘Caste is not Past’, a New York Times article alerts 

(Sankaran 2013).’ 

 

xxiii) Page 14 L 40748: in this section the authors generalize (people’s 

understandings of @), yet the interviewees only reflect a small fraction of 

society. Better to use “the interviewees/ the respondents.” 

 

This is changed to ‘respondent’. 

 

xxiv) Page 16 and Page 17: Conclusion: in the conclusion the findings of the 

empirical study are generalized without taking into account structural aspects when 

referring to the participants’ responses. 

 

See added characterizations – e.g. ‘following interviewees’ responses,’ ‘what to some 

respondents is@’  
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