
This is a repository copy of Essential marketing tools .

White Rose Research Online URL for this paper:
http://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/99891/

Book Section:

Potter, Ned (2012) Essential marketing tools. In: The Library Marketing Toolkit. Facet 
Publishing , United Kingdom . ISBN 978-1-85604-806-4 

eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/

Reuse 

Unless indicated otherwise, fulltext items are protected by copyright with all rights reserved. The copyright 
exception in section 29 of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 allows the making of a single copy 
solely for the purpose of non-commercial research or private study within the limits of fair dealing. The 
publisher or other rights-holder may allow further reproduction and re-use of this version - refer to the White 
Rose Research Online record for this item. Where records identify the publisher as the copyright holder, 
users can verify any specific terms of use on the publisher’s website. 

Takedown 

If you consider content in White Rose Research Online to be in breach of UK law, please notify us by 
emailing eprints@whiterose.ac.uk including the URL of the record and the reason for the withdrawal request. 

mailto:eprints@whiterose.ac.uk
https://eprints.whiterose.ac.uk/


 

 

 

              Potter, Ned (2012). Essential Marketing Tools.  

 

This is a preprint of a chapter accepted for publication by Facet Publishing. This extract has been taken 

aヴﾗﾏ デｴW ;┌デｴﾗヴげゲ ﾗヴｷｪｷﾐ;ﾉ ﾏ;ﾐ┌ゲIヴｷヮデ ;ﾐS ｴ;ゲ ﾐﾗデ HWWﾐ WSｷデWSく TｴW SWaｷﾐｷデｷ┗W version of this piece may be 

found in Potter, Ned; The Library Marketing Toolkit; 2012; Facet Publishing; ISBN: 978-1-85604-806-4; 

which can be purchased from http://www.facetpublishing.co.uk/title.php?id=8064. The author agrees not 

to update the preprint or replace it with the published version of the chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facetpublishing.co.uk/title.php?id=8064


Chapter 1: Essential Marketing Tools 

This first chapter covers a list of tools which are essential for marketing almost all libraries. 

Later chapters deal with more specialist issues and areas, and expand upon some of the 

themes covered here, but the idea of this section of the book is to cover the fundamental 

tools and techniques that every library needs in its marketing toolkit.  

Case study IﾗﾐデヴｷH┌デｷﾗﾐゲ ;ヴW ﾗa ; ヮ;ヴデｷI┌ﾉ;ヴﾉ┞ けｴﾗ┘-デﾗげ HWﾐデ ｷﾐ デｴｷゲ Iｴ;ヮデWヴく D;┗ｷS LWW Kｷﾐｪ 

gives seven top tips for the library website, Aaron Tay details the importance of a library 

presence on mobile devices, and Rebecca Jones gives advice on getting feedback from users.  

The Library website 

Despite the emergence of web 2.0 applications and social media activities (which we shall 

ｪWデ ﾗﾐデﾗ ﾉ;デWヴぶ デｴW ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞げゲ ﾏ;ｷﾐ ┘WHゲｷデW ｷゲ ゲデｷﾉﾉ ;ﾐ ;Hゲﾗﾉ┌デWﾉ┞ WゲゲWﾐデｷ;ﾉ ﾏ;ヴﾆWting tool for 

several reasons. Most obviously, library website use is up exponentially for most libraries in 

the last few years. Patrons and potential patrons will be Googling your library, so what they 

find online will make a huge difference as to whether they then visit your premises in 

person. TｴWヴW ｷゲ ｷﾐaﾗヴﾏ;デｷﾗﾐ SW;ヴIｴ EﾐｪｷﾐW Oヮデｷﾏｷゲ;デｷﾗﾐ ｷﾐ Cｴ;ヮデWヴ Β けM;ヴﾆWデｷﾐｪ ﾗﾐ ; 

H┌SｪWデい Ia ﾗﾐﾉ┞くくくげく  

Pｴ┞ゲｷI;ﾉ aﾗﾗデa;ﾉﾉ ｷゲ ゲｷﾏヮﾉ┞ ﾐﾗ ﾉﾗﾐｪWヴ aｷデ aﾗヴ ヮ┌ヴヮﾗゲW ;ゲ ; ﾏW;ゲ┌ヴW ﾗa ; ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞げゲ ゲ┌IIWゲゲが 

because so much can be done online に every book renewal or reservation made using the 

internet is a visit to the library building saved. Often the media に and perhaps those holding 

the purse-strings for libraries に will take a reduction in footfall as proof that a library is no 

lﾗﾐｪWヴ HWｷﾐｪ ┌ゲWS ;ゲ ﾏ┌Iｴが ﾏ;ﾆｷﾐｪ ｷデ ; ゲﾗaデ デ;ヴｪWデ aﾗヴ I┌デゲく Iデげゲ ┗ｷデ;ﾉ デｴ;デ ｷﾐ ﾏ;ヴﾆWデｷﾐｪ 

libraries, to both internal and external stakeholders, that we emphasise the compound 



number of visits に physical and online combined. The Chartered Institute of Public Finance 

and Accountancy conducted their own survey (CIPFA, 2010) about library use in the UK 

during the preceding five years. Physical attendance was found to be down by around 4%; 

online activity was up by a massive 49% across the country in the last year alone. As 

discussed above, this would more than account for the drop in foot-fall に in fact, one could 

interpret the statistics as representing an overall increase in the use of libraries. The 

compound figure of physical visits and library website visits is up from 404 million 2007/08 

to 438 million in 2008/09 に an increase of 34 million. So in other words: people are using the 

library websites more and more, and to waste that marketing opportunity would be a real 

shame.  

Online, everything happens very quickly. People will scan the main sections of a page rather 

than read in depth, and make a decision within three seconds as to whether they want to 

stay on that page or move on. If they do decide to stay, they pay most attention to the 

content in the top part of the screen に this must contain some really arresting words or 

images that tempt them to investigate further, therefore. A huge, static logo is not desirable 

here, and nor is lots of complicated text about the library に デｴ;デげゲ WaaWIデｷ┗Wﾉ┞ SW;S ゲヮ;IW ;ﾐS 

ゲﾗ ﾐﾗデ ﾏ;┝ｷﾏｷゲｷﾐｪ ┞ﾗ┌ヴ ┗ｷゲｷデﾗヴゲげ ;デデWﾐデｷﾗﾐく Iﾐ ;Iデ┌;ﾉ a;Iデが ﾆWWヮｷﾐｪ デｴｷﾐｪゲ ゲｷﾏヮﾉW ;ﾐS ゲデヴｷﾆｷﾐｪ 

in this part of the site can serve as an example to the rest of it, too に as Alison Circle 

(featured in the けStrategic Marketingげ chapter) says: けIﾐ デﾗS;┞げゲ ┘ﾗヴﾉS ヮWﾗヮﾉW I;ﾐ ﾗﾐﾉ┞ 

;HゲﾗヴH ゲｷﾏヮﾉWが IﾉW;ヴ ﾏWゲゲ;ｪWゲく Dﾗﾐげデ デWﾉﾉ デｴWﾏ W┗Wヴ┞デｴｷﾐｪく TｴW┞ Sﾗﾐげデ I;ヴWくげ  

The first case study is simple and to the point: David Lee King, Digital Branch Manager for 

Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library, describes the seven essential elements for a great 

library website. David is a leading figure in libraries online, he has published his own book 



about web-design, Designing the Digital Experience ふKｷﾐｪが ヲヰヰΒぶが ;ﾐS ｴｷゲ ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞げゲ ┘WHゲｷデW ｷゲ 

a fantastic example of how it should be done: have a look for yourself at www.tscpl.org.   

Case Study 1: The Seven Essential Elements to an Awesome Library Website | David Lee King 

When I started creating this list, I figured I would list out things like けLibrary catalogげ 

or けlocations and hours.げ And I did, in fact, list out the catalog first. Then it dawned on 

me: the catalog itself isn't an essential part - the catalog leads to the essential stuff a 

ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞ ｴ;ゲぐ デｴW ;Iデ┌;ﾉ ヴWゲﾗ┌ヴIWゲく 

 

With that type of thinking in mind, here are the essential elements to a library 

website: 

 

1. Customers want something to read, watch, and listen to when they visit the 

library. Obviously libraries need a library catalog. But that doesn't satisfy the 

immediate need of our customers, does it? They came to read. So why not meet that 

need? Create a new books blog with book reviews, or even news of the library (if it's 

interesting). Our customers are in to media in many formats, so why not meet that 

need too? Create a podcast, and make some fun how-to videos that can be viewed 

at the website. Why not have a storytime or two for the kids, while you're at it? 

 

2. Customers have questions, and come to the library for answers. We can provide 

that too, through comments on blog posts, an けask a librarianげ email/IM/Text 

messaging service, and even by providing a phone number on the website. 

 



3. Customers need to know the normal stuff, too. So provide basic information like 

how to get a library card, hours, locations, and a map of the building. 

 

4. Websites need actual staff! A website meeting the needs listed above, needs 

actual staff to do the actual work. It's a library, after all. Someone has to answer 

questions and write blog posts. You need facilities staff too - someone has to build 

new tools and services and pages. 

 

5. Libraries need goals, and websites are no different. Preferably, website and social 

media goals are weaved throughout the library's strategic plan. You need to set 

some goals for usage, growth, and engagement, and then try to measure and meet 

those goals. 

 

6. An awesome library website reaches beyond its webbish boundaries. A library 

does this by establishing outposts on social media sites. For example, a library can 

create a Facebook page, and also add a Facebook けLikeげ button to its website blog 

posts. 

 

Αく Aﾐ ;┘WゲﾗﾏW ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞ ┘WHゲｷデW ﾐWWSゲ デﾗ ヴW;Iｴ ｷﾐデﾗ ヮWﾗヮﾉWゲげ ヮﾗIﾆWデゲ ;ﾐS ヮ┌ヴゲWゲ ぐ ┗ｷ; 

a mobile website. If your customers really value your library and its services, they 

will put you on their speed dial, add you to their Facebook friends list, and ReTweet 

the events you're holding next week. Create a mobile-friendly website, and your 

customers can do these things while at home, while standing in a long grocery store 



line, or during a quick break at work. 

                                                                                   *** 

Mobile Website 

Closely related to the library website is the mobile site, as David indicates in his seventh 

point, above. This is a bull whose horns we really need to grasp sooner rather than later as 

an industry に our patrons will increasingly expect library websites and catalogues which they 

can access from their phones, tablets, and other mobile devices. If there is one over-riding 

principle to mobile library websites, it is that responsive design is a must. Responsive design 

in this context means that when a patron accesses your regular library website or catalogue 

from their mobile device, it will appear in its mobile-ヴW;S┞ aﾗヴﾏ HWI;┌ゲW ｷデ けﾆﾐﾗ┘ゲげ ｷデ ｷゲ HWｷﾐｪ 

accessed via mobile. This is as opposed to a: the regular desktop site appearing on the 

mobile device, or b: patrons having to use a separate URL to access a mobile version.  

An additional option is mobile applications, known as apps, which are extremely popular. 

People use apps for everything from reading newspapers, to watching videos, to planning 

their schedules. Users download an app and install it on their phone, as opposed to 

accessing a version of a normal website which is tailored for mobile use. If a library is to 

develop an app, it needs to be more than just the mobile site with a few bells and whistles に 

it needs purpose, function and utility. Jumping onto the app band-wagon is only worth it if 

the technology is fulfilling an existing need, rather than creating its own, self-fulfilling 

need...  

TｴW Uﾐｷ┗Wヴゲｷデ┞ ﾗa Sｷﾐｪ;ヮﾗヴWげゲ A;ヴﾗﾐ T;┞ ヮヴﾗ┗ｷSWゲ ;ﾐ W┝ヮWヴデげゲ ┗ｷW┘ ﾗﾐ ┘eb 2.0 in the 

けM;ヴﾆWデｷﾐｪ ┘ｷデｴ new technologiesげ chapter later on, but for this part of the book I asked him 



to describe the fundamentals of making a great mobile-ready library website. You can also 

ヴW;S A;ヴﾗﾐげゲ Iﾗﾏヮ;ヴｷゲﾗﾐ ﾗa ヴヰ ﾏﾗHｷﾉW ┘WHゲｷデWゲ ﾗﾐﾉｷﾐWく ふT;┞が ヲヰヱヱぶく 

Case Study 2: Mobile options for library websites | Aaron Tay 

Engaging with users using mobile technology is a broad topic, including use of SMS 

reference, QR codes, mobile databases, tablet use etc. But the basis of every mobile 

strategy for libraries would still be the mobile library website (including the mobile 

library catalogue). There are two aspects to this: firstly deciding what services to 

offer, secondly making them usable. 

Most library mobile sites are surprisingly similar, offering a mobile library catalogue, 

opening hours, location maps, news, links to social media accounts etc. However 

while such services are expected, usage doesn't seem to be high - at least compared 

to desktop use. 

The experience of University of Amsterdam is typical: they found that the けkiller appげ 

was in fact the ability to view the number of workstations / PCs available and not 

traditional web services like the library catalogue (Koster, 2010). Boopsie, which is 

popular with libraries for creating both mobile websites and native apps, announced 

that non catalogue services were more popular than the catalogue (PRWeb, 2010). 

Given such results for the basic mobile site, I would suggest libraries look for low 

cost options. Together with Tiffini Travis, I wrote about low-cost options used by 

libraries to create mobile sites including Wordpress and LibGuides (Tay & Travis, 

2011). Other popular options include LibraryAnywhere and Boopsie which provide 

the ability to create native apps for a variety of smartphones as well as the ability to 



けmobilizeげ the catalogue, which is useful if the library catalogue you are using doesn't 

already offer a mobile option. 

 

We also offer a couple of mobile heuristics to test with when creating your mobile 

site. One which is really obvious is that users should be auto-redirected to the 

mobile version when they visit the library site using a mobile device [i.e. responsive 

design] though we have found that this doesn't always happen. 

 

For academic libraries, there is an option to work with the University and to include 

library functions into a unified university mobile site (either mobile web or native 

app). There has being quite a lot of debate over whether to offer only a mobile web 

version or to offer native apps, the pros and cons of both are pretty well known but 

one advantage of a mobile web version is that it can be easily included in an overall 

university mobile offering whether the University offers a overall mobile web or 

native app. For example at the National University of Singapore, we have a mobile 

app of our courseware that is pretty popular as it includes the ability to watch 

webcasts of lectures, download lecture documents, sync course timetables with the 

phone's calendar and so on. We have also benefited by including our mobile 

catalogue (mobile web version) into the app which is paying dividends as this has 

become our top referrer [the link by which most users arrive at the catalogue].  

 

The other major area in mobile for academic libraries is the handling of mobile 

databases. At this stage is really unclear if users really want to access journal articles 

and ebooks on mobile phones, surveys having been mixed; some have users saying 



they seldom do so, but indicate they might be interested if mobile sites are offered. 

Libraries generally rely on the vendors to provide mobile options for databases and 

increasingly they have began doing so, including mobile versions for EBSCOhost, 

JSTOR, Cambridge Journal online, Web of Science, Scopus etc. Most currently offer 

mobile web versions but some, like EBSCO and Elsevier, offer native apps. 

Authentication methods for native apps are currently non-standardised, so it might 

be a good idea for libraries to maintain a guide or page on such resources. 

 

*** 

Word of Mouth 

The power and importance of word-of-mouth marketing (or WOMM) are beyond dispute. 

WOMM is simply one or more people telling others about a product, service, institution or 

brand. In effect, it is the process of letting others market on your behalf, in this case by 

telling their friends and acquaintances about how good your library is. A certain amount of 

WOMM will happen without any intervention from the library: people talk to each other 

about good and bad experiences all the time. The aim here is to harness this as a marketing 

tool, and exert some kind of influence on the content of the messages going out, how 

デｴW┞げヴW SｷゲゲWﾏｷﾐ;デWSが ;ﾐS ┘ｴﾗ ｴW;ヴゲ デｴWﾏく  

There are countless statistics taken from research on the subject に for example that 67% of 

all consumer decisions are primarily influenced by word of mouth (Court, et al. 2010). 

Customers identify word of mouth as the most reliable source for ideas and information on 

products and services; pWﾗヮﾉW ヮヴWaWヴ デﾗ ┌ゲW ゲﾗﾏWデｴｷﾐｪ ｷa ｷデげゲ HWWﾐ ヴWIﾗﾏﾏWﾐSWS デﾗ デｴWﾏ H┞ 



someone they trust に it really is that simple. Recommending services or brands to wide 

audiences has never been easier than in this age of social media. So how can libraries use all 

this to their advantage?  

Cultivate Champions 

WOMM has become something of a buzz-phrase in recent times, and you could be forgiven 

for thinking that getting person A to tell person B about your library will be the answer to all 

your marketing wishes. There is, of course, a lot more to it than that. For a start, you need 

the right person A if person B is to be truly influenced に they need to be told how great the 

library is by someone like them, or by someone they respect, or both. It is said that 10% of 

ヮWﾗヮﾉW ｷﾐaﾉ┌WﾐIW デｴW ﾗデｴWヴ ΓヰХが ゲﾗ ｷデげゲ ｷﾏヮﾗヴデ;ﾐデ デﾗ I┌ﾉデｷ┗;デW ; ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞ けIｴ;ﾏヮｷﾗﾐげ ┘ｴﾗ a;ﾉﾉゲ 

within that vital 10% to spread the word.    

A technologically savvy 30 year old who uses the library as a source of information about 

emerging trends and as a networking space, attributes completely different value to the 

library than, for example, an old age pensioner who enjoys the chance to read books about 

gardening in a peaceful environment. Neither would be a particularly effective advocate for 

the library when talking to one another, but both could be extremely effective when talking 

to people like themselves.  

You can find influencers either by asking patrons (or figures within your local authority / 

University / business) direct, or by trying to recruit them (online or in person) via incentives. 

IﾐIWﾐデｷ┗Wゲ Sﾗﾐげデ ｴ;┗W デﾗ HW aｷﾐ;ﾐIｷ;ﾉ or voucher-based (although that certainly works if you 

can afford it); the feelings of being part of something at the frontline, of being able to 

positively influence the library, of being empowered to take some responsibility に these are 



all incentives too. Dowd et al. put it perfectly in Bite-Sized Marketing (2010, p11) when they 

say: けGive your influencers a VIP pass for first access to information and content. People who 

are involved in the process make enthusiastic influencers.げ Think how much more 

passionate you are about your own projects than those other people ask you to work on... It 

may be worth handing over an entire campaign to the influencers, and let them try and 

promote the aspects of the library via Word of Mouth in the best way they see fit.  

S┌ゲ;ﾐ MﾗﾗヴWが ┘ｴﾗ ヮヴﾗ┗ｷSWゲ ; I;ゲW ゲデ┌S┞ ｷﾐ Cｴ;ヮデWヴ ヶ けIﾐデWヴﾐ;ﾉ ﾏ;ヴﾆWデｷﾐｪげ ｪｷ┗Wゲ デｴｷゲ ;S┗ｷIW 

in recruiting library champions: 

AデデWﾐS ;ﾐ┞ a┌ﾐIデｷﾗﾐゲ ┞ﾗ┌ I;ﾐ ;ﾐS ﾏ;ﾆW ゲ┌ヴW ┞ﾗ┌ ゲヮW;ﾆ デﾗ デｴWﾏ ふH┌デ Sﾗﾐげデ HﾗヴW 

them, an anecdote about a satisfied customer works very well).  Just be as friendly to 

them as possible, ask them about themselves and remember their first names. 

 

Ask them outright if they will help you get the word out about the Library.  Most 

people think they know what libraries do and are always astonished when they do 

discover what resources are there for them.   

Whomever you choose, they need to have an excellent (and persuasive) communication 

style, and ready access to a network of potential patrons who would benefit from using the 

library if only they knew what services it could provide. And you need as many of them as 

you have demographics to which you would like to appeal.  

Choose the messages 

Once you have identified your influencers you need to woヴﾆ ﾗ┌デ デｴW ﾏWゲゲ;ｪW デｴW┞げヴW 

spreading. Whether these are entirely dictated by the library, or instigated solely by the 



influencer (or a mixture of both), the ideas you wish to communicate need to be clear and 

easy to grasp. Hopefully the service you wish to promote will be so fabulous it will be 

ｷﾏﾏWSｷ;デWﾉ┞ ;ヮヮ;ヴWﾐデ ┘ｴ;デ デｴW HWﾐWaｷデゲ ;ヴWぁ Tﾗ ｪWﾐWヴ;デW ; H┌┣┣が ｷデ I;ﾐげデ ﾃ┌ゲデ HW デ;ﾉﾆｷﾐｪ 

about the same old things in the same old way. It either needs to be a new service or 

resource, or a new and exciting way of communicating the value of an existing one.  

ISW;ﾉﾉ┞ デｴW ﾏWゲゲ;ｪW ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉS ヴWゲ┌ﾉデ ｷﾐ ;ﾐ ;Iデｷﾗﾐく Iデげゲ ﾐﾗデ ﾃ┌ゲデ ;Hﾗ┌デ WOMM informing people 

ｴﾗ┘ ｪヴW;デ デｴW ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞ ┘WHゲｷデW ｷゲが ｷデげゲ ;Hﾗ┌デ SWﾉｷ┗Wヴｷﾐｪ デｴW ヮﾗゲｷデｷ┗W ヴW┗ｷW┘ ;ﾐS デｴWﾐ ;ゲﾆｷﾐｪ 

them: けGo to page X where thereげゲ ; ﾉｷゲデ ﾗa ヮヴﾗｪヴ;ﾏﾏWゲ デｴW┞げヴW ヴ┌ﾐﾐｷﾐｪ ﾗ┗Wヴ デｴW ゲ┌ﾏﾏWヴ に 

ゲｷｪﾐ ┌ヮ デﾗ ﾗﾐW ;ﾐS ┞ﾗ┌げﾉﾉ ゲWW ｴﾗ┘ ｪﾗﾗS デｴW┞ ;ヴWくげ Or: けGet to the library next week while 

I;ﾏヮ;ｷｪﾐ Y ｷゲ ヴ┌ﾐﾐｷﾐｪ ;ﾐS デWﾉﾉ ﾏW ┘ｴ;デ ┞ﾗ┌ デｴｷﾐﾆ ﾗa ｷデき デｴW┞げヴW Hﾗ┌ﾐS デﾗ ｴ;┗W ゲﾗﾏWデｴｷﾐｪ 

which ties in with your interests.げ  

Make the right tools available  

The aim is to make generating a buzz around your service as easy as possible. There should 

be no barrier between someone wanting to tell their friends how good the library is, and 

being able to do so.  

けSｴ;ヴWTｴｷゲげ ゲデ┞ﾉW H┌デデﾗﾐゲ aﾗヴ ﾗﾐﾉｷﾐW IﾗﾐデWﾐデ ;ヴW WゲゲWﾐデｷ;ﾉ に people should only ever be one 

click away from spreading the word via their social network of choice. Content should be 

available via a number of different media to suit different types of people: printed leaflets 

to hand-out, free gifts to distribute, videos on YouTube to watch, a dedicated page of the 

website. The same story, told in different ways.  

User Feedback  



Another absolutely essential tool in the marketing toolkit is feedback from users. Good 

feedback really is worth going the extra mile for, because it means that next time you 

Iｴ;ﾐｪW ;ﾐ W┝ｷゲデｷﾐｪ ゲWヴ┗ｷIW ﾗヴ ｷﾐデヴﾗS┌IW ; ﾐW┘ ﾗﾐWが ┞ﾗ┌げヴW Sﾗｷﾐｪ ゲﾗ ｷﾐ デｴW knowledge デｴ;デ ｷデげゲ 

what people need, rather than the hope that it will be useful. This is a tricky area, however: 

feedback obtained through traditional channels is very rarely the unfiltered truth. On the 

one hand people may just tell you want to hear, out of a (misguided) sense of kindness 

because they think this will help you with your survey; on the other hand the people who do 

ゲヮW;ﾆ aヴﾗﾏ デｴW ｴW;ヴデ Sﾗﾐげデ ﾐWIWゲゲ;ヴｷﾉ┞ ﾆﾐﾗ┘ ┘ｴ;デ デｴW┞ actually ┘;ﾐデく Iデげゲ ;ﾉ┘;┞ゲ ┘ﾗヴデｴ 

keeping in mind the famous quote from Henry T. Ford: けIa IげS ;ゲﾆWS ヮWﾗヮﾉW ┘ｴ;デ デｴW┞ 

┘;ﾐデWSが デｴW┞ ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS ｴ;┗W ゲ;ｷS ; a;ゲデWヴ ｴﾗヴゲWぐげ 

As a general rule of thumb, regardless of whether you obtain your feedback via surveys, 

interviews or Focus Groups, always take the opportunity to ask the respondents for their 

email address and whether they would mind being contacted in future for further feedback 

ゲWゲゲｷﾗﾐゲく A S;デ;H;ゲW ﾗa ┘ｷﾉﾉｷﾐｪ ヮ;ヴデｷIｷヮ;ﾐデゲ ｷゲ ; ┗Wヴ┞ ┌ゲWa┌ﾉ デｴｷﾐｪ デﾗ ｴ;┗Wが ;ﾐS ｷデげゲ ;ﾉゲﾗ ┘ﾗヴデｴ 

bearing in mind that data protection laws may mean that even if you have lots of your 

ヮ;デヴﾗﾐゲげ Wﾏ;ｷﾉ ;SSヴWゲゲWゲ ;ﾉヴW;S┞が ┞ﾗ┌ ﾏ;┞ ﾐﾗデ HW ;HﾉW デﾗ ┌ゲW デｴem to solicit feedback on 

the library, or indeed market to them in any way, without their express permission. 

Useful feedback can be obtained in various ways once the various issues and pitfalls have 

HWWﾐ デ;ﾆWﾐ ｷﾐデﾗ IﾗﾐゲｷSWヴ;デｷﾗﾐが ;ﾐS ┘Wげﾉﾉ ﾉﾗﾗﾆ ;デ デｴヴWW ﾗf them here - because good 

feedback is worth the investment. 

Surveys 



People are so fatigued by being surveyed these days, it takes something a little different to 

get meaningful feedback with this method. To create a long and traditional survey is to 

make デｴW SWIｷゲｷﾗﾐ デｴ;デ ┞ﾗ┌げヴW ヮヴｷﾗヴｷデｷゲｷﾐｪ ｪﾗﾗS ケ┌;ﾉｷデ┞ aWWSH;Iﾆ ﾗ┗Wヴ ﾐ┌ﾏHWヴ ﾗa ヴWゲヮﾗﾐゲWゲ に 

that might be exactly what you need, of course, but it is often a law of diminishing returns 

as more and more potential targets develop ennui about the whole process over time. 

 To entice a high amount of respondents you may need to do something shorter and 

snappier. Here are some tips: 

 Only ever ask questions which will give you actionable ヴWゲ┌ﾉデゲく Iﾐ ﾗデｴWヴ ┘ﾗヴSゲが Sﾗﾐげデ 

ask people what they think about the look of the building if you have neither plans 

nor budget to change this if they all hate it. Save space by cutting out everything you 

I;ﾐげデ ヮヴ;IデｷI;ﾉﾉ┞ ヴWゲヮﾗﾐS デﾗ ｷﾐ デｴW ﾐW;ヴ a┌デ┌ヴWく 

 Rather than one massive annual survey which everyone dreads and which takes 

months to process and analyse afteヴ┘;ヴSゲが ┘ｴ┞ ﾐﾗデ デヴ┞ ; ﾏﾗﾐデｴﾉ┞ けT┘ﾗ-ﾏｷﾐ┌デW ヮﾗﾉﾉげ 

which addresses just one or two key issues each time?  

 Traditionally, incentives go to survey respondents. However at the London School of 

Economics, they offer incentives to the member of staff who can generate the most 

responses to a poll に this competitive element always guarantees a good rate of 

response.  

 For larger surveys, offer a potential reward that respondents actually want. A 10 

ヮﾗ┌ﾐS っ Sﾗﾉﾉ;ヴ Hﾗﾗﾆ デﾗﾆWﾐ ｷゲ W┝;Iデﾉ┞ デｴ;デぎ ; デﾗﾆWﾐ ｪWゲデ┌ヴWく Ia ┞ﾗ┌げヴW ｪﾗｷﾐｪ デﾗ ﾗaaWヴ ;ﾐ 

incentive at all, it has to be something that will persuade people to take part in the 

survey ┘ｴﾗ ﾗデｴWヴ┘ｷゲW ┘ﾗ┌ﾉSﾐげデ HﾗデｴWヴ. An informal poll among librarians of my 

acquaintance suggests a prize-draw for an iPod significantly boosts responses に an 



iPod Nano is really very cheap to purchase as a prize if as a result you get a larger 

body of data about your library with which to inform key strategic decisions.  

 If the survey is online, try and keep the number of screens / pages to an absolute 

ﾏｷﾐｷﾏ┌ﾏく Yﾗ┌ Sﾗﾐげデ ﾐWWS ; ┘WﾉIﾗﾏW ゲIヴWWﾐが ;ﾐ W┝ヮﾉ;ﾐ;デｷﾗﾐ ゲIヴWWﾐが デｴWﾐ SｷaaWヴWﾐデ 

screens introducing each section. Ideally, the link you give your users to access the 

survey should contain all the questions, right there and then.  

 An obvious one this, but really go out of your way to design the questions in such a 

way that the answers are most useful for the library. For example, asking people 

about how they use the library for their information needs will generate some useful 

data on what people currently do; asking them simply about their information needs 

without mentioning the library in the question might generate all sorts of 

possibilities for ne┘ ゲWヴ┗ｷIWゲ ｷﾐ デｴW a┌デ┌ヴWく WW ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉS HW ;HﾉW デﾗ ｷﾐデWヴヮヴWデ ヮWﾗヮﾉWげゲ 

needs as to how they apply to the library, rather than relying on them to already 

know.  

AIデｷﾐｪ ﾗﾐ デｴW ﾗ┌デIﾗﾏWゲ ﾗa ゲ┌ヴ┗W┞ゲ ｷゲ ﾗa Iﾗ┌ヴゲW WゲゲWﾐデｷ;ﾉが ;ﾐS ｷa ｷデげゲ ヮﾗゲゲｷHﾉW デﾗ ;Iﾆﾐﾗ┘ﾉWSｪW 

the respondents and tell them how their views have impacted the library, that in itself is 

ｪヴW;デ ﾏ;ヴﾆWデｷﾐｪく C;ﾏHヴｷSｪW Uﾐｷ┗Wヴゲｷデ┞げゲ AﾐS┞ PヴｷWゲデﾐWヴ (a case study contributor in Chapter 

6) has learnt that the personal approach is worth the time it takes: けI only have to look at the 

huge range of comments on our annual survey to realise how different each and every 

student is in terms of their outlook, skills and needs. This is why I took it upon myself to 

reply to each and every comment personally に hugely time-consuming but judging from the 

subsequent gratitude and new understandings that were reached, incalculably valuable too. 



Where possible we need to create opportunities for personal 1-to-1 interactions through all 

the mediums and avenues open to us.げ  

Focus Groups 

Focus Groups are a chance to really get detailed information. When run well they can yield 

ｴ┌ｪW ;ﾏﾗ┌ﾐデゲ ﾗa ┌ゲWa┌ﾉ S;デ;が ゲﾗ ｷデげゲ ┘ﾗヴデｴ ヮヴﾗ┗ｷSｷﾐｪ ｷﾐIWﾐデｷ┗Wゲ aﾗヴ ヴWゲヮﾗﾐSWﾐデゲく Many 

advocate giving them all a $5 Starbucks card (or similar) and inviting participants to spend it 

on coffee and cakes to bring to the focus group meeting itself. For 10 respondents that 

would mean an outlay of $50, but as Rebecca Jones puts it: け...yes, invest $50 to save $500 

on continuing the wrong service!げ 

Rebecca is a partner with Dysart & Jones Associates (www.dysartjones.com); she works with 

organizations, including libraries in public, corporate and academic environments. In this 

next case study she gives an expert view on how to organise a really effective focus group.  

Case Study 3:  Gaining Feedback from Library Users & Non-Users | Rebecca Jones 

Early in my career a senior manager encouraged me to view feedback as a gift. The 

individual or group is feeding their opinions and reactions to our services or our 

actions back to us, allowing us to see our libraries through their lenses in their 

contexts. We may not always like the gifts or the feedback we receive, and we are 

free to do what we wish with gifts or feedback--- either use it or reject it. 

One way to gather feedback from library patrons and non-patrons is to conduct 

group interviews or focus groups. For the purpose of this case study the terms are 

used synonymously.  This technique, conducted properly, can provide the library 

with incredible insights to consider and act on. 

http://dysartjones.com/


So, how does a library properly conduct a focus group? First, by clarifying the 

purpose. This seems obvious, but too often it is this at this initial step that focus 

groups start to go off track.  The library must be very clear on what it wants to know 

to then determine who needs to be involved in the group and how the group must 

be conducted.  

What is it that library wants to know? Focus groups are a technique for gathering 

qualitative input regarding a service offering (from a specific program to open hours 

to facilities, etc.), future plans or, really, any library data, concept, activity or issue. 

Wｴ;デ SﾗWゲ デｴW ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞ ┘;ﾐデ デﾗ ﾆﾐﾗ┘ ;デ デｴW WﾐS ﾗa デｴW aﾗI┌ゲ ｪヴﾗ┌ヮ デｴ;デ ｷデ SﾗWゲﾐげデ 

know now? Does the library have quantitative data from a survey that it needs to 

better understand? Is the library developing its strategic plan, and wants to 

understand how its services and facilities are perceived by the community or, in the 

academic environment, by students or faculty?  

Specific example: a public library developing a five-year strategic plan had conducted 

a web survey to inform its strategies for future services. Based on the data collected 

and the environmental scan, they drafted three scenarios for potential services. They 

determined the purpose of focus groups was to: 

 TWゲデ デｴWゲW ゲIWﾐ;ヴｷﾗゲ ;ﾐS ｪ;ｷﾐ デｴW ヮ;ヴデｷIｷヮ;ﾐデゲげ ｴﾗﾐWゲデ ヴW;Iデｷﾗﾐゲ 

 Gather ideas and insights for refining or altering these scenarios, and for 

developing effective marketing programs for the services 

 

Who needs to participate in the focus group? The purpose of the group defines the 

characteristics of the ideal participants.  In the example cited above, the participants 



needed to represent the various groups in the community served by the library. This 

included a range of ages, occupations and preferences or behaviours, which meant 

patrons and non-patrons.  Libraries are usually quite good at recruiting patrons as 

participants for focus groups, but find it much more challenging to recruit non-

patrons. This dﾗWゲﾐげデ ﾐWWS デﾗ HW デｴW I;ゲWく  E┗Wヴ┞ ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞ Wﾏヮﾉﾗ┞WW ｴ;ゲ a;ﾏｷﾉ┞ 

ﾏWﾏHWヴゲ ﾗヴ aヴｷWﾐSゲ ┘ｴﾗ ;ヴWﾐげデ ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞ ヮ;デヴﾗﾐゲき ｷﾐ a;Iデが W┗Wヴ┞ ヮ;デヴﾗﾐ ﾆﾐﾗ┘ゲ ヮWﾗヮﾉW 

┘ｴﾗ Sﾗﾐげデ ┌ゲW デｴW ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞く  ‘WIヴ┌ｷデｷﾐｪ ヮWﾗヮﾉWが Hﾗデｴ ┌ゲWヴゲ ;ﾐS ﾐﾗﾐ-users, requires a 

clear, compelling invitation and, quite honestly, food に either at the focus group or 

after, perhaps in the form of a gift certificate.  Invite patrons to attend and to bring a 

aヴｷWﾐS ┘ｴﾗ SﾗWゲﾐげデ ┌ゲW デｴW ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞き HW IﾉW;ヴ ｷﾐ デｴW ｷﾐ┗ｷデ;デｷﾗﾐ デｴ;デ デｴWヴW ┘ｷﾉﾉ HW aﾗﾗS 

and refreshments for all those attending and, for those who bring a friend who is not 

a library patron, an additional $5.00 gift certificate for a popular coffee shop for both 

デｴW ヮ;デヴﾗﾐ ;ﾐS デｴWｷヴ aヴｷWﾐSく  WWげ┗W IﾗﾐS┌IデWS aﾗI┌ゲ ｪヴﾗ┌ヮゲ ｷﾐ H┌ゲ┞ Iﾗヴヮﾗヴ;デｷﾗﾐゲ 

using this approach, and the focus groups have been full.   

Another specific example: we recently conducted group interviews for a public 

library of youth in a community to: 

 identify the types of services of interest to them, and 

 phrases that may be meaningful to youth in marketing the services.   

 

Notice that the purpose of the group interviews was not to identify specific services, 

but rather けtypes of services of interest.げ  Iデげゲ ｷﾏヮﾗヴデ;ﾐデ デﾗ ﾆWWヮ ｷﾐ ﾏｷﾐS デｴ;デ ｪヴﾗ┌ヮ 

ｷﾐデWヴ┗ｷW┘ゲ ;ヴWﾐげデ ヮrescriptive or absolute; they are a mechanism for gathering 

reactions and perspectives, which may change.  



The library easily identified teenagers who regularly use the library to invite, but was 

dubious about getting teens that were non-users to participate.  We asked each of 

these けpatronげ デWWﾐゲ デﾗ Hヴｷﾐｪ ; aヴｷWﾐS ┘ｴﾗ SﾗWゲﾐげデ ┌ゲW デｴW ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞く TｴWｷヴ 

compensation would be pizza, soft drinks, plus two hours community service credits. 

The result? The group interviews were well attended with equal numbers of 

patron/non-patron teens.  

Focus groups should have 13 に 16 participants. This number of people allows 

meaningful, effective discussion of the questions.  Since a focus group should not be 

longer than 90 minutes, any more than 16 people limits the amount of participation 

for each individual. If デｴW aﾗI┌ゲ ｪヴﾗ┌ヮ ｷゲ SｷゲI┌ゲゲｷﾐｪ デWﾐ ケ┌Wゲデｷﾗﾐゲが デｴ;デげゲ ﾐｷﾐW ﾏｷﾐ┌デWゲ 

per question with each individual having less than 1 minute to contribute their input.   

Many focus group organizers prefer to form each group with individuals sharing 

common characteristics (i.e. In public libraries: a group for youth; another for adults 

aged 25-55; another for adults aged 55+; another for parents of pre-schoolers, etc. In 

corporations, a group for users, and another for non-users, etc.  In academic, a group 

for faculty from a specific department, etc.).  While this approach is valid, it can also 

be extremely effective to mix groups.  Often the participants find the discussion 

interesting as they hear different, possibly divergent, views. 

How should the group be conducted? The decision to use an external facilitator 

depends on whether the library has people on staff capable of conducting the group 

;ﾐS ﾏ;ｷﾐデ;ｷﾐｷﾐｪ ゲ┌HﾃWIデｷ┗ｷデ┞く Iデげゲ IヴｷデｷI;ﾉ デｴ;デ デｴW a;Iｷﾉｷデ;デﾗヴ ｷゲ I;ヮ;HﾉW ﾗa ﾏ;ﾐ;ｪｷﾐｪ 

the discussion, ensuring an equitable, safe exchange of views among the 

participants. Although an emotional or disrespectful exchange is rare, the facilitator 



needs to be skilled in mitigating and managing this when it does occur.  The session 

should begin with tｴW a;Iｷﾉｷデ;デﾗヴ ┘WﾉIﾗﾏｷﾐｪ デｴW ｪヴﾗ┌ヮ ;ﾐS Iﾉ;ヴｷa┞ｷﾐｪ デｴW ゲWゲゲｷﾗﾐげゲ 

purpose, timing, ground rules and how this information will be used.  

Ideally the questions or topics to be discussed are sent to the participants prior to 

the focus group.  Not only does this allow people to think about their responses prior 

to the group, but conveys to participants that this is a quality process and that their 

time and contribution is greatly appreciated.  

TｴW ｪヴﾗ┌ヮ SﾗWゲﾐげデ ﾐWWS デﾗ HW IﾗﾐS┌IデWS ｷﾐ ; ヴﾗﾗﾏ ┘ｷデｴ デ┘ﾗ-way mirrors, although if 

such a facility is available and affordable, then it is an excellent option and allows 

library management to hear the focus group. At a minimum the group needs to be 

led by a facilitator with someone documenting the group discussion and recording it.  

TｴW aﾗI┌ゲ ｪヴﾗ┌ヮ aｷﾐSｷﾐｪゲ ;ヴW デｴWﾐ H;ゲWS ﾗﾐ デｴW a;Iｷﾉｷデ;デﾗヴ ;ﾐS デｴW SﾗI┌ﾏWﾐデWヴげゲ 

notes and observations as well as the recording.  

The facilitator and documenter should produce a report of the findings and discuss 

this, in detail, with the library. A report should also be prepared and distributed to 

focus group participants.  People who have participated in a well-run focus group are 

usually very interested in the information collected in the group(s) and how this 

information will be used.  The repoヴデ ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉSﾐげデ HW ;ゲ SWデ;ｷﾉWS ;ゲ デｴW ヴWヮﾗヴデ ヮヴWヮ;ヴWS 

for the library but should convey the key points gathered from the groups. This 

report to the participants is, in addition to the incentive or refreshments provided at 

the time of the group, a thank you to デｴW ヮ;ヴデｷIｷヮ;ﾐデゲ aﾗヴ ｪｷaデ デｴW┞げ┗W ｪｷ┗Wﾐ デﾗ デｴW 

library.  



*** 

Asking people  

A final (and hugely undervalued) way to get feedback is simply to ask people. I asked Justin 

Hoenke (who provides a case study in the けMarketing with New Technologiesげ chapter) 

whｷIｴ ゲｷﾐｪﾉW デﾗﾗﾉ ｴWげS ヴWIﾗﾏﾏWﾐS デﾗ ｴWﾉヮ ﾏ;ヴﾆWデ ; ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞く HW ヴWヮﾉｷWSぎ けIデげゲ ; ヮヴWデデ┞ ゲｷﾏヮﾉW 

tool that every library can afford.  Talk to your patrons.  Ask them what they want in their 

library.  Yﾗ┌げﾉﾉ HW ゲ┌ヴヮヴｷゲWS ;デ ｴﾗ┘ ﾏ;ﾐ┞ ｪヴW;デ ｷSW;ゲ デｴW┞ ｴ;┗Wく  Once tｴW┞ ﾆﾐﾗ┘ ┞ﾗ┌げヴW 

ゲWヴｷﾗ┌ゲ ;Hﾗ┌デ ﾉｷゲデWﾐｷﾐｪ デﾗ デｴWｷヴ ヴWケ┌Wゲデゲが デｴ;デげゲ ┘ｴWﾐ ┞ﾗ┌ ﾆﾐﾗ┘ ┞ﾗ┌げ┗W IヴW;デWS ;ﾐ Wﾐｪ;ｪWS 

library user.げ 

 

This approach is so unscientific that most libraries would dismiss it as a legitimate 

technique, but it can be really useful as part of a wider strategy. When a user comes to the 

Wﾐケ┌ｷヴ┞ SWゲﾆ ;ﾐS ┞ﾗ┌げ┗W SW;ﾉデ ┘ｷデｴ デｴWｷヴ ケ┌Wヴ┞が ┘ｴ┞ ﾐﾗデ ;ゲﾆ デｴWﾏ ;ﾐ ｷﾏヮﾗヴデ;ﾐデ ケ┌Wゲデｷﾗﾐい 

Such as, what do you think of the new refurbishment, can you find the materials you need 

W;ゲｷﾉ┞い Wｴ;デげゲ デｴW ﾗﾐW ;ヴW; ┞ﾗ┌げS like us to focus investment in over the next few years に is 

it the space, or the collections, or the facilities? Or, do you use social media and if so on 

which platforms would you like to interact with the library? Gathering answers to these 

sorts of questions can give you a real feel for what your patrons think, and help inform 

decision making along with the cold hard data recorded via surveys and focus groups.  

Another important mechanism for feedback is social monitoring に that is, listening to what 

your patrons say about your library and related issues on social media ゲｷデWゲく WWげﾉﾉ ﾉﾗﾗﾆ ;デ 

that in more detail in the けMarketing with social mediaげ chapter, later on.  



Prioritising feedback 

Cﾗﾐゲデヴ;ｷﾐデゲ ﾗa Hﾗデｴ デｷﾏW ;ﾐS ﾏﾗﾐW┞ ﾏW;ﾐ ﾉｷHヴ;ヴｷWゲ ┘ﾗﾐげデ ;ﾉ┘;┞ゲ HW ;HﾉW デﾗ ;Iデ ﾗﾐ ｪﾗﾗS 

suggestions they get from patron feedback. If prioritisation is required, a simple but 

WaaWIデｷ┗W ┘;┞ ﾗa Sﾗｷﾐｪ デｴｷゲ ｷゲ デﾗ ヴ;デW W;Iｴ ゲ┌ｪｪWゲデｷﾗﾐ ﾗ┌デ ﾗa デWﾐ aﾗヴ Hﾗデｴ けW;ゲW ﾗa 

ｷﾏヮﾉWﾏWﾐデ;デｷﾗﾐげ ふ┘ｷデｴ デWﾐ HWｷﾐｪ デｴW W;ゲｷWゲデが ﾗﾐW HWｷﾐｪ デｴW ｴ;ヴSWゲデぶ ;ﾐS けｷﾏヮ;Iデげ ｷa デｴW┞ 

were implemented (ten constituting the biggest possible impact, and one the smallest).  

Plotting the results on a simple quadrant quickly shows which ideas should be prioritised に 

those closest to the top right-hand corner are the best combination of easy to implement 

and high-impact.  

HWヴWげゲ ;ﾐ W┝;ﾏヮﾉW ┘ｷデｴ aﾗ┌ヴ ｷSW;ゲく ISW; セヱ ｷゲ ｴｷｪｴ ｷﾏヮ;Iデ H┌デ SｷaaｷI┌ﾉデ デﾗ ;IｴｷW┗Wが ;ﾐS ISW; 

#2 is easy to do but with relatively small gains; both may be worth pursuing depending on 

ヴWゲﾗ┌ヴIWゲく ISW; セヴ IWヴデ;ｷﾐﾉ┞ ｷゲﾐげデ ┘ﾗヴデｴ HﾗデｴWヴｷﾐｪ ┘ｷデｴが H┌デ ISW; セン ｷゲ デｴW IﾉW;ヴ ┘ｷﾐﾐWヴが 

combining great impact with relative ease of implementation:  

 

 



The Elevator Pitch 

Aﾐ けWﾉW┗;デﾗヴ ヮｷデIｴげ ｷゲ ; ヮヴﾗﾏﾗデｷﾗﾐ;ﾉ ゲヮWWIｴが ;ヴﾗ┌ﾐS ンヰ ゲWIﾗﾐSゲ ﾉﾗﾐｪが ┘ｴｷIｴ ┞ﾗ┌ ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉS ｴ;┗W 

ready to deliver any time you meet a library stakeholder or potential library stakeholder. 

The name derives from the idea that should you find yourself in an elevator (or lift) with the 

boss / client of your dreams, you should be ready to pitch a tightly focused list of reasons 

why they should employ / hire you by the time you reach the ground floor; it is more often 

;ゲゲﾗIｷ;デWS ┘ｷデｴ ﾏ;ヴﾆWデｷﾐｪ ﾗﾐWゲWﾉa デｴ;ﾐ ﾗﾐWげゲ ｷﾐゲデｷデution. However I believe it can be hugely 

valuable for marketing libraries rather than merely individuals, and moreover I believe that 

not having a good pitch prepared can actually cause harm rather than just represent a 

wasted opportunity. Think of the last time you asked someone about their business or 

profession and they failed to give a good account of themselves: you probably left the 

conversation with less inclination to investigate that business in future. 

So, a library elevator pitch needs to briefly but compellingly lay out the value of the library 

in question. It will be useful when talking to important people like academics (in university 

libraries) members of local Government or council (public libraries) or business partners 

(special libraries) but it will also be useful when talking to anyone に converting several 

individuals into library patrons over a long period of time is a valuable exercise.  

Here are some essential tips for preparing yours: 

 Make it short. Even though this is a pre-prepared speech it is something you are 

ｪﾗｷﾐｪ デﾗ HW ゲﾉﾗデデｷﾐｪ ｷﾐデﾗ ﾐﾗヴﾏ;ﾉ Iﾗﾐ┗Wヴゲ;デｷﾗﾐき ;ゲ ゲ┌Iｴ ｷデ I;ﾐげデ HW ﾏ┌Iｴ ﾏﾗヴW デｴ;ﾐ ンヰ 

seconds long including pauses, erms and ums.  



 Rather than building from the ground up with contextual information, go straight in 

with the most important piece of information about your library (which should be 

デ;ｷﾉﾗヴWS デﾗ デｴW ;┌SｷWﾐIW ┞ﾗ┌げヴW デ;ﾉﾆｷﾐｪ デﾗぶく 

 No jargon, no acronyms: speak their language. Think in terms of benefits to them. 

 Give them enough information to make them curious, rather than telling them 

everything all at once に the idea is to inspire them into wanting to prolong the 

conversation, and then you can tell them everything else...  

Iデげゲ ;ﾉゲﾗ ┘ﾗヴデｴ ヮﾗｷﾐデｷﾐｪ ﾗ┌デ デｴ;デ ┞ﾗ┌ I;ﾐ デ┌ヴﾐ デｴW ┘ｴﾗﾉW WﾉW┗;デﾗヴ ヮｷデIｴ IﾗﾐIWヮデ ﾗﾐ ｷデゲ ｴW;Sが 

and ┌ゲW ;ﾐ Wケ┌ｷ┗;ﾉWﾐデ ﾗヮヮﾗヴデ┌ﾐｷデ┞ デﾗ aｷﾐS ﾗ┌デ ;ﾉﾉ ;Hﾗ┌デ デｴW ヮWヴゲﾗﾐ ┞ﾗ┌げヴW デ;ﾉﾆｷﾐｪ デﾗく ‘;デｴWヴ 

than trying to sell the library at this first meeting, you can use it get information about how 

the library can best serve them in future, and build from there. Rebecca Jones calls it the 

けEﾉW┗;デﾗヴ LｷゲデWﾐげぎ 

A chance encounter with a decision-maker is a fantastic opportunity to hear about 

them ね what are they working on? Where are they headed today? Have they ever 

heard of the information centre?  Yﾗ┌ Sﾗﾐげデ ｴ;┗W デﾗ stick a microphone in their face 

& pepper them with questions, but showing interest in people ね finding out about 

their work ね is the basis for all good relationships. Then at the next conversation, 

┞ﾗ┌ I;ﾐ ゲデ;ヴデ デﾗ ;ﾉｷｪﾐ デｴW ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞げゲ ゲWヴ┗ｷIWゲ ┘ｷデｴ デｴWｷヴ role, their experiences, 

etc.  Position the information services with their work in a meaningful way ね a way 

that has meaning for them because it fits with what they are doing. 

 

 



Signs and Displays  

There is a lot of emphasis in these pages on new ways to market the library. However this 

SﾗWゲﾐげデ ﾏW;ﾐ デｴW ﾗﾉS ┘;┞ゲ Sﾗﾐげデ ｴ;┗W ┗;ﾉ┌Wが ;ﾐS ; ┘Wﾉﾉ ヮ┌デ デﾗｪWデｴWヴ Sｷゲヮﾉ;┞ ﾗa Hﾗﾗﾆゲ I;ﾐ 

ゲデｷﾉﾉ ｷﾐIヴW;ゲW IｷヴI┌ﾉ;デｷﾗﾐく Aデ D;┗ｷS LWW Kｷﾐｪげゲ ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞ they took an innovative approach to 

boosting the circulation of oft-overlooked titles: they created a display of wrapped books, 

whose covers had been obscured and replaced with a few hand-written keywords. 

Customers responded well to the invitation to take a chance... (Read more at: 

www.tscpl.org/books-movies-music/innovative-book-display-puts-covers-under-wraps.) 

There are plenty of opportunities for public libraries (and, to an extent, Further and Higher 

Education libraries) to tie in displays with culture or events attracting coverage in the 

national or local news.  

Signage is a huge part of marketing which is all too often overlooked. Clear and friendly 

signs make an enormous difference to the user experience, and a lack of clear and friendly 

signs can make the user feel angry or stupid. Libraries are in the slightly awkward position of 

having to communicate a lot of information that is prohibitive in some way に けヮﾉW;ゲW Sﾗﾐげデ 

use your mobile hereげ, けヮﾉW;ゲW Sﾗﾐげデ ヴWデ┌ヴﾐ Hﾗﾗﾆゲ ｴWヴWげ and so on. This is sometimes 

unavoidable but the negative effects can be mitigated by a: being friendly and 

conversational about it, b: putting in some positive signs that tell people when they can do 

things and most importantly c: making it clear where the customer can go to fulfil their 

ﾐWWSゲく Nﾗ けﾗ┌デ-of-ﾗヴSWヴげ ゲｷｪﾐ ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉS ever go up without a note at the bottom telling the 

customer where the nearest equivalent self-ｷゲゲ┌W ﾏ;IｴｷﾐW っ デﾗｷﾉWデ っ ヮｴﾗデﾗIﾗヮｷWヴ ｷゲく Ia ┞ﾗ┌げヴW 

trying to encourage self-issue, then a sign at the desk saying it is not for borrowing or 



returning books must be accompanied by clear directions to the nearest machines that 

facilitate this.  

AﾐS aｷﾐ;ﾉﾉ┞ Sﾗﾐげデ aﾗヴｪWデ デｴW ヴ┌ﾉW ;Hﾗ┌デ デｴW aﾗﾐデ CﾗﾏｷI S;ﾐゲ ﾗﾐ ゲｷｪﾐゲ ;ﾐS Sｷゲヮﾉ;┞ゲぎ ｷデ ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉS 

only be used for addressing children, and even then only sparingly...  

Friendly Staff 

It may seem odd to have friendly staff on this list, but they are absolutely essential to 

marketing. As we shall later discuss in detail during the chapter on けTｴW ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞ Hヴ;ﾐSげ, 

marketing is not just about getting people in through the door に it continueゲ ﾗﾐIW デｴW┞げヴW 

inside the library (virtually or physically). Their impressions of the building, the services on 

ﾗaaWヴが デｴW ヴWゲﾗ┌ヴIWゲが ;ﾐS デｴW ゲデ;aaが ;ヴW ;ﾉﾉ ｴ┌ｪWﾉ┞ ｷﾐaﾉ┌Wﾐデｷ;ﾉ ﾗﾐ ｴﾗ┘ ﾗaデWﾐ デｴW┞げﾉﾉ IﾗﾏW H;Iﾆく  

We all know that a good impression is much easier to undo than a bad one; people only 

need to have one negative experience of an institution for that to dominate their entire 

perception of it. In sport there is a cliché which footballers in particular like to trot out with 

great regularity: you are only as good as your last game. What they mean is that their 

ヴWヮ┌デ;デｷﾗﾐ ｷゲ ｷﾐaﾉ┌WﾐIWS ｴ┌ｪWﾉ┞ H┞ デｴW ﾏﾗゲデ ヴWIWﾐデ デｴｷﾐｪ デｴW┞げ┗W SﾗﾐW ふW┗Wﾐ デｴﾗ┌ｪｴ H┞ 

rights it should be the sum of all their achievements and failings) に so if someone reaches 

the final of a tourn;ﾏWﾐデ ;ﾐS デｴWﾐ IｴﾗﾆWゲ ふｷﾐ ﾗデｴWヴ ┘ﾗヴSゲが SﾗWゲﾐげデ ヮWヴaﾗヴﾏ S┌W デﾗ デｴW 

ヮヴWゲゲ┌ヴW ;ﾐS ﾉﾗゲWゲぶ デｴW┞ ┘ｷﾉﾉ HW ﾆﾐﾗ┘ﾐ ;ゲ ; けIｴﾗﾆWヴげ ヴ;デｴWヴ デｴ;ﾐ ;ゲ ; けゲｷﾉ┗Wヴ ﾏWS;ﾉﾉｷゲデげく  

To an extent this is analogous to librarianship. The reputation of each library is only as good 

as its last customer interaction. This is of course a huge over-simplification, but the fact is 

that if you serve every customer superbly and there will gradually be a net gain in the 

reputation of your institution; serve one rudely or lazily and there may well be an instant 



reputation plummet. Word of mouth is so important, and research has shown that the 

majority of people are more likely to pass on bad experiences than good ones. 

Reputation is the general esteem in which something or someone is held. This general 

WゲデWWﾏ ｷゲ W;ゲ┞ デﾗ ヮWヴIWｷ┗W ;ゲ ; aｷ┝WS Iﾗﾐゲデ;ﾐデが ; ﾉ;ヴｪWﾉ┞ ゲﾗﾉｷS ;ﾐS ゲデ;デｷI けデｴｷﾐｪげ ┘ｴｷIｴ ｷゲ 

sometimes influenced by particularly significant events. The reality for something like a 

library is that reputation is a constantly updating, evolving and shifting entity, held in the 

IﾗﾉﾉWIデｷ┗W ふ;ﾐS ｷﾐSｷ┗ｷS┌;ﾉぶ IﾗﾐゲIｷﾗ┌ゲﾐWゲゲ ﾗa Hﾗデｴ デｴW ﾉｷHヴ;ヴ┞げゲ ┌ゲWヴゲ ;ﾐS W┗Wﾐ ヮWﾗヮﾉW ┘ｴﾗげ┗W 

never set foot on its premises. This is explored in detail in Chapter 3.  

Elizabeth Esteve-Coll (1985) put it this way, back in the eighties: けThe library is not an 

abstraction. It has an identity, an identity created by the staff contact with the users.げ That 

ヴWﾏ;ｷﾐゲ デヴ┌W デﾗS;┞く Sﾗ ┘ｴｷﾉW デｴｷゲ ｷゲﾐげデ ; Hﾗﾗﾆ ;Hﾗ┌デ ゲデ;aa ﾏ;ﾐ;ｪWﾏWﾐデ ;ﾐS I ┘ﾗ┌ﾉSﾐげデ 

presume to tell you how to ensure your staff ;ヴW aヴｷWﾐSﾉ┞が ｷデげゲ ┘ﾗヴデｴ ヴWﾏWﾏHWヴｷﾐｪ デｴ;デ 

everything else in this volume will count for nought if, when the target audience finally 

make it onto your premises, they are treated rudely.  

Pﾉ┌ゲ ┞ﾗ┌げﾉﾉ ﾐWWS ｪﾗﾗS ヮヴｷﾐデWS ﾏ;デWヴｷ;ﾉゲが ; ゲデヴﾗﾐｪ Hヴ;ﾐSが ; ｪﾗﾗS marketing strategy, and 

some social media presences... 

These are covered in detail elsewhere in the book に Chapter 2 is on marketing strategy, 

Chapter 3 is on branding, Chapter 4 is all about marketing with social media and chapter 8 

covers marketing on a budget, including designing high quality printed materials on a shoe-

string.  

*** 



F┌ヴデｴWヴ ヴW;Sｷﾐｪ ;ﾐS ヴWﾉW┗;ﾐデ ﾉｷﾐﾆゲ ;ヴW ;┗;ｷﾉ;HﾉW ﾗﾐ デｴｷゲ Iｴ;ヮデWヴげゲ ┘WH ヮ;ｪWぎ 

www.librarymarketingtoolkit.com/p/essential-marketing-tools.html  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


