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Angela Meah &                                

Peter Jackson 

Crowded Kitchens:  

ƚŚĞ ͚ĚĞŵŽĐƌĂƚŝƐĂƚŝŽŶ͛ ŽĨ ĚŽŵĞƐƚŝĐŝƚǇ͍ 

Gender, Place and Culture (in press) 



Gender, power & the kitchen space 
 VĂƐƚ ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ ŽŶ ͚ŚŽŵĞ͛ ĂŶĚ ŐĞŶĚĞƌĞĚ ƐƵďũĞĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ 

re/produced within it. 

 Kitchen as key site in which power is deployed: 

routine/ritual; inscribing and reinforcing gendered 

ƌŽůĞƐͬƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďŝůŝƚŝĞƐ͖ Ă ƐƉĂĐĞ ŝŶ ǁŚŝĐŚ ͚ƐƚĂƚƵƐ ŝƐ 
ĐŽŶĨŝƌŵĞĚ ĂŶĚ ĞǆĐůƵƐŝŽŶ ƉƌĂĐƚŝĐĞĚ͛ (Floyd 2004:62). 

 Design historians highlight that development of 

ŵŽĚĞƌŶ ŬŝƚĐŚĞŶƐ ƌĞŝŶĨŽƌĐĞĚ ǁŽŵĞŶ Ɛ͛ ĨĞŵŝŶŝŶĞ 
subjectivity (Llewellyn 2004). 

 Denigration of quotidian cooking as part of routine, 

taken-for-ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ ǁŽƌŬ ŽĨ ͚ĨĞĞĚŝŶŐ ƚŚĞ ĨĂŵŝůǇ͛ (Murcott 

1983; Charles and Kerr 1988; DeVault 1991; Giard 1998). 

 



BƵƚ͙ 
• Nuclear household no longer the norm, requiring a 

reconceptualisation of domestic roles (Jackson 2009). 

• Time-ƵƐĞ ĚĂƚĂ ƌĞ ŵĞŶ Ɛ͛ ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚŝŽŶ ƚŽ ĚŽŵĞƐƚŝĐ 
activities: 1960s = 90 mins p/day, early 2000s = 148 

mins; cooking/cleaning = 20/50mins. 

• Cooking increasingly reconceptualised as a 

recreational, leisure activity. 

• TV ŝŶƐƚƌƵŵĞŶƚĂů ŝŶ ŝŶǀŽŬŝŶŐ ͚ŵĂƐĐƵůŝŶĞ ĚŽŵĞƐƚŝĐŝƚǇ͛ 
(Swenson 2009); Jamie Oliver ʹ ĐŽŽŬŝŶŐ ĂƐ Ă ͚ĐŽŽů͕͛  
masculine lifestyle activity (Hollows 2003). 

• HĂƐ ŵĞŶ͛Ɛ ƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞ ůĞĚ ƚŽ ŬŝƚĐŚĞŶ ĨĞĞůŝŶŐ ŵŽƌĞ 
͚ĐƌŽǁĚĞĚ͛ ƐƉĂĐĞƐ ĨŽƌ ǁŽŵĞŶ͍ 



Methodology 
• Multi-generational household study 

 23 participants, aged 17-92; 7 men 

 8 extended families, 2-4 generations 

 17 households 

• Food focussed life history interviews 

• Ethnographic methods 

 Guided kitchen tours 

 Shopping go-alongs (Kusenbach 2003) 

 Videoed meal prep 

 Photography 

 



Conflict and foodwork 
Joe Green (45), twice divorced, mature student, lives 

with son (19) and male lodger. 

 

͙͞ǁĞ ǁĞƌĞ ƐĂƚ ĚŽǁŶ ŽŶĞ ĚĂǇ ŚĂǀŝŶŐ Ă ďŝŐ ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ 
ĂŶĚ I ƐĂŝĚ ͚YŽƵ ƚŚŝŶŬ I͛ŵ ǇŽƵƌ ĚŝŶŶĞƌ-bitch or 

ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ͍ TŚĂƚ ǇŽƵ ĐĂŶ ĐůŝĐŬ ǇŽƵƌ ĨŝŶŐĞƌƐ ĂŶĚ I͛ŵ 
ŐŽŝŶŐ ƚŽ ĐŽŽŬ ǇŽƵ ǇŽƵƌ ĚŝŶŶĞƌ͍͛͘  WĞůů͕ ŚĞ͛Ɛ Ă ϭϵ ǇĞĂƌ 
old man, and I may be his dad, but I͛ŵ ŶŽƚ ŚŝƐ 
fucking dinner-ďŝƚĐŚ͕ ŶŽƌ ĂŶǇŽŶĞ ĞůƐĞ͛Ɛ͟. 

 

 

 



Gender, skill and gadgets 
 

 

 



Gender, skill and gadgets 
͞ ǇŽƵ can use your hands ʹ ǇŽƵ͛ǀĞ ŐŽƚ ƚŽŽůƐ ŽŶ ƚŚĞ ĞŶĚ 
of your arms! [laughs]͟ (Liz Elland, 37). 

 

 

 



CŚŽŽƐŝŶŐ ǁŚĞŶ ƚŽ ͚ƐƚĞƉ ƵƉ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ 
ƉůĂƚĞ͛ 
Jonathan Anderson (38), cohabiting with partner, son aged 3. 
 

͞I ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ I ǁŽƵůĚ ŚĂǀĞ ĚŽŶĞ ŵŽƌĞ ;͘Ϳ I ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ I ǁĂƐ ŐŽŝŶŐ ƚŽ 
ďĞ ŵŽƌĞ ĂĚǀĞŶƚƵƌŽƵƐ͙ YŽƵ ŬŶŽǁ ƚŚĞ ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞ ŽĨ ;͘Ϳ ĐŽŽŬŝŶŐ 
well because it, I suppose (..) in the first year or two years it 

ǁĂƐ ƐƵĐŚ ďĂƐŝĐ ĐŽŽŬŝŶŐ ƚŚĂƚ ŝƚ ĂůŵŽƐƚ ǁĂƐŶ͛ƚ ǀĞƌǇ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶŐ 
for me͘͟  

 

Stuart Charles (42), works in IT, married to Sally (40) NHS admin, 

2 children aged 7 and 5. 

͞I ĨĞĞů ŝƚ͛Ɛ ŵǇ goal͙ to make the packed lunches as healthy 

as they can be, and as exciting as they can be so that...I think 

that ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶ͙ ƐŽ that each night I sort of sit down 

[laughs] and ƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ ŝƚ͛Ɛ ĞĂƐǇ ĂŶĚ ƐŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐ ŝƚ͛Ɛ ;ŶŽƚͿ͘͟  

 



͞WŚĞŶ ŝƚ͛Ɛ ŵŽƌĞ ŚŝƐ ĚŽŵĂŝŶ ƚŚĂŶ ǇŽƵƌ 
domain, you rebel͟ 

Ted (66) and Laura Anderson (63), semi-ƌĞƚŝƌĞĚ͕ ŚĞ Ɛ͛ ƚŚĞ 
principal cook. 

 

͙͞ŝƚ͛Ɛ his cooker ƌĞĂůůǇ͕ I ŵĞĂŶ͕ I͕ I ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ĨŝŶĚ ŝƚ ǀĞƌǇ 
ĞĂƐǇ ƚŽ ƵƐĞ ĂŶĚ I ĚŽŶ͛ƚ ƌĞĂůůǇ ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ ŚŽǁ ŝƚ 
ǁŽƌŬƐ ĂŶĚ͕ Ăůů ŽĨ ƚŚĂƚ͘͟   
 

͙͞it just makes me feel really good about              

using it ͙ ŝƚ͛Ɛ ŶŽƚ ůŝŬĞ Ă ƚŽǇ͕ ŝƚ͛Ɛ Ă ƉƌŽƉĞƌ ďŝƚ                 
of Ŭŝƚ͘͟   
 

 



Form Vs. Function 

Hannah Faulkner (35) part-time working mum of 2 

children under 5, married to Ian (42), a chartered 

surveyor. 
 

͞he thought he knew better about how to design a 

kitchen, so we had a bit of conflict about how to 

design ŝƚ͙ ŝƚ͛Ɛ Ăůů ĂďŽƵƚ ĨƵŶĐƚŝŽŶ͘ I want it to look 

nice, but it has to work͟.  
 

 

͞Hannah drew out her needs and I                                 

then made the cupboards to fit the                            

needs͘͟  



Conclusions 
• Men are entering the kitchen largely on their own terms;  but 

routine family feeding continues to fall to women. 

• Persistence of gendered inequalities through the design of 

kitchen space and use/appropriation of technologies: spaces 

ŝŶ ǁŚŝĐŚ ŵĞŶ͛Ɛ ŝĚĞŶƚŝƚŝĞƐ ĂƌĞ ŝŶƐĐƌŝďĞĚ͘ 
• Persistence of gendered constructs concerning the nature of 

ĐůĞĂŶůŝŶĞƐƐ ĂŶĚ ŽƌĚĞƌ с ͚ŵŽƌĞ ǁŽƌŬ ĨŽƌ ŵŽƚŚĞƌ͍͛ 
• Persistence of gendered constructs concerning responsibilities 

for family nutrition 

• Domestic practices & gendered subjectivities are in a constant 

process of negotiation/transformation, but little evidence 

here of a significant transformation of gendered roles/ 

ƌĞůĂƚŝŽŶƐ ĂŵŽƵŶƚŝŶŐ ƚŽ Ă ͚ĚĞŵŽĐƌĂƚŝƐĂƚŝŽŶ͛ ŽĨ ĚŽŵĞƐƚŝĐŝƚǇ͘ 

 


