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Jane Groom and the Deaf Colonists: empire, emigration and the agency of disabled people in the 

late nineteenth-century British Empire
1
  

 

In 1884, an article appeared in the Canadian press rWヮﾗヴデｷﾐｪ ┘ｷデｴ ゲﾗﾏW ;ﾉ;ヴﾏ デｴ;デ けぷｷへt appears that 

there is in England somewhere, a Miss Groom who thinks she is doing a good work by purchasing a 

quarter section of land (640 acres) in the North West and settling a colony of fifty deaf mutes upon 

ｷデが デﾗ HWｪｷﾐ ┘ｷデｴげく2
 TｴW Iﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞ ﾗa けSW;a ﾏ┌デWゲげ デﾗ ┘ｴｷIｴ デｴW ﾐW┘ゲヮ;ヮWヴゲ referred was an emigration 

scheme, devised by Jane Groom, a deaf woman, which envisaged a successful re-location of white 

working-class deaf people from England to the Ojibwe, Cree, Dene, Sioux, Mandan, and Assiniboine 

lands of Manitoba: a solution, as she saw it, to impoverished living conditions and discrimination 

against deaf workers back in Britain.
3
 Such a scheme was considered by the newspaper to be 

ludicrous. The idea of deaf people organising in their own right does not seem to have been 

considered に ｷデ ┘;ゲ Iﾉ;ｷﾏWS デｴ;デ デｴW┞ ﾏ┌ゲデ ゲｷﾏヮﾉ┞ ｴ;┗W HWWﾐ けS┌ﾏヮWS ｷﾐ デｴW ｷﾏﾏｷｪヴ;デｷﾗﾐ ゲｴWSゲげ H┞ 
a metropolitan Government anxious to get rid of them, or organised by a misguided philanthropist 

they (mistakenly) assumed was hearing. The arrival of deaf people was at best undesirable and at 

┘ﾗヴゲデ aヴｷｪｴデWﾐｷﾐｪく C;ﾐ;S; SｷS ﾐﾗデ ┘;ﾐデ ; Iﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞ ﾗa デｴW けSW;a ;ﾐS S┌ﾏHげが ｷデ ┘;ゲ ゲデ;デWSく NWｷデｴWヴが ; 
SｷaaWヴWﾐデ ﾐW┘ゲヮ;ヮWヴ ｷヴﾗﾐｷI;ﾉﾉ┞ ヴWﾏ;ヴﾆWSが SｷS ｷデ ┘;ﾐデ ; Iﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞ ﾗa けﾗﾐW-armed or cross-W┞WS ﾏWﾐげき 
each would be equally doomed to failure.

4
  

Ia J;ﾐW Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ ｷﾏﾏｷｪヴ;デｷﾗﾐ ゲIｴWﾏW ┘;ゲ ゲｴﾗIﾆｷﾐｪ ｷﾐ デｴW ヱΒΒヰゲが ｷデ ｷゲ ゲデｷﾉﾉ ゲ┌ヴヮヴｷゲｷﾐｪ デﾗS;┞く Dｷゲ;HﾉWS 
people have long been marginalised from historical research, and we know little of the vibrant deaf 

culture that motivated Groom or that would have made a self-organised deaf community either 

;ヮヮW;ﾉｷﾐｪ ﾗヴ aW;ゲｷHﾉWく Iﾐ デｴW ﾐW┘が ;ﾐS デﾗﾗ ｪｴWデデﾗｷゲWSが aｷWﾉS ﾗa ヴWゲW;ヴIｴ ﾗﾐ けDｷゲ;Hｷﾉｷデ┞ Hｷゲデﾗヴ┞げが デｴW aｷヴゲデ 
wave of work has necessarily focused on the oppression of disabled people, particularly through 

institutionalisation, not resistance or transatlantic endeavour.
5
 Recovering the  life of Jane Groom, 

which is the primary aim of this article, enables us, first, to think about disabled activism and agency 

in a global arena: her actions were widely discussed both in the British Empire and in the US, and 

these were actions that she made as a disabled person because, not in spite, of her disability. Jane 

Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ ﾉｷaW ｷゲ ;ﾐ W┝;ﾏヮﾉW ﾗa ;S┗ﾗI;I┞ ;ﾐS ;Iデｷ┗ｷゲﾏ ｷﾐ ; ヮWヴｷﾗS ┘ｴWﾐ ┘W ｴ;┗W aW┘ SWデ;ｷﾉゲ ;Hﾗ┌デ 
disabled figures, female ones still less. It also reveals a thriving deaf community which merits 

attention as a distinct social group. Secondly, it allows us to think about the way in which disability 

connected with wider concerns: with, for example, the philanthropic milieu in late Victorian London, 

nineteenth-century anxieties about the body, and issues of emigration and settlement. Thirdly, it 

helps us to think about the relationships between different kinds of colonising practice within the 

British Empire. 

Unlike race and gender, which are staples of postcolonial analysis, disability is not generally included 

in discussions of the British Empire. But disability studies theorists have argued powerfully that 

disabled people have been oppressed in a manner akin to other forms of colonisation. Harlan Lane, 

for example, has compared the position occupied by deaf people in western Europe and North 

America to that of Africans colonised by European powers, arguing that both suffer the けヮｴ┞ゲｷI;ﾉ 
subjugation of a disempowered people, the imposition of alien language and mores, and the 

ヴWｪ┌ﾉ;デｷﾗﾐ ﾗa WS┌I;デｷﾗﾐ ﾗﾐ HWｴ;ﾉa ﾗa デｴW Iﾗﾉﾗﾐｷ┣Wヴげゲ ｪﾗ;ﾉゲげ.6
 In a similar vein, Paddy Ladd has 

discussed four kinds of colonisation to which the deaf have been subjected: economic, welfare, 

linguistic and cultural.
7
 Elsewhere, I too have argued that, although there were many important 

SｷaaWヴWﾐIWゲ HWデ┘WWﾐ デｴW Iﾗﾉﾗﾐｷゲ;デｷﾗﾐ ﾗa けヴ;Iｷ;ﾉ ﾗデｴWヴゲげ ﾗ┗WヴゲW;ゲ ;ﾐS ﾗa けSｷゲ;HﾉWS ﾗデｴWヴゲげ ;デ ｴﾗﾏWが 
they were part and parcel of the same ableist process which othered all bodies that differed from 

the able-bodied, white, young male.
8
 Part of the story I wish to tell about deafness here is about the 
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oppression of disabled people in Britain, which may well be considered colonial. But what is also 

interesting in the case of Jane Groom is the opportunity to approach these intersections from a 

different perspective. To think not just about how disabled people were oppressed by colonial 

endeavour, but also how they participated and benefited from the practice of Empire. Whilst this is 

an uncomfortable story, it is one that must also be told if the agency of disabled people during a 

period when Britain was at the heart of a global empire, is to be restored.   

 

[Figure One: Jane Elizabeth Groom] 
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Jane Elizabeth Groom and the Deaf Community in C19 Britain 

Jane Groom was born in 1839 near Loppington, Shropshire, of a middle-class but, in financial terms, 

relatively humble, family. Her father was a land surveyor and estate agent and her mother 

descended from a family of some local reputation.
9
 Groom was deaf from birth and so were one of 

her sisters and a cousin.
10

 A conscientious follower of the potent debate about first cousin marriage 

and a reader of late nineteenth-IWﾐデ┌ヴ┞ デｴｷﾐﾆｷﾐｪ IﾗﾐSWﾏﾐｷﾐｪ けIﾗﾐゲ;ﾐｪ┌ｷﾐWﾗ┌ゲげ ﾏ;ヴヴｷ;ｪW ;ゲ ; I;┌ゲW 
of impairment, she understood this high family incidence of deafness to be the result of the 

marriage between her great-ｪヴ;ﾐS ヮ;ヴWﾐデゲ ┘ｴﾗ ┘WヴW aｷヴゲデ Iﾗ┌ゲｷﾐゲく けAaデWヴ ﾏﾗゲデ I;ヴWa┌ﾉ ﾗHゲWヴ┗;デｷﾗﾐ 
during many years into the causes of blindness and imbecility in some instances, or of deafness and 

S┌ﾏHﾐWゲゲ ｷﾐ ﾗデｴWヴゲげが ゲｴW ┘ヴﾗデW ｷﾐ ヱΒΒヴが けI ;ﾏ ﾗa ﾗヮｷﾐｷﾗﾐ デｴ;デ デｴWゲW ﾏ;ヴヴｷ;ｪWゲ ﾗa aｷヴゲデ Iﾗ┌ゲｷﾐゲ ;ヴW デｴW 
primary causes of the afflictions; even marriages in the second generation are equally to be 

deprecated, and such marriageゲ ;ヴW ｪヴW;デ W┗ｷﾉゲ ┘ｴｷIｴ ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉS HW ;┗ﾗｷSWSくげ11
  

Whilst reading uncomfortably for contemporary Deaf activists, who argue that the difference of 

deafness is something to be celebrated rather than avoided, it was hardly surprising that Groom saw 

consanguineous marriages and, by implication, the impairments they were believed to cause, as 

けW┗ｷﾉゲげ デﾗ HW ヮヴW┗WﾐデWSく DW;aﾐWゲゲが ｷﾐ ﾐｷﾐWデWWﾐデｴ-century Britain, had become a highly stigmatised 

position.
12

  Biblical teachings set a precedent for considering disability a deviant if somewhat 

ambivalent condition. Leviticus linked disability with impurity, whilst the Gospels presented the deaf 

(like the blind and the leprosy sufferer) as pitiable yet spiritually salvageable if the physical 

impairment could be removed.
13

 Followinｪ デｴW ‘Waﾗヴﾏ;デｷﾗﾐげゲ Wﾏヮｴ;ゲｷゲ ﾗﾐ ｴW;ヴｷﾐｪ ;ﾐS ヴW;Sｷﾐｪ けデｴW 
WﾗヴSげが デｴW ヴWﾉｷｪｷﾗ┌ゲ SｷaaWヴWﾐIW ヮﾗゲWS H┞ デｴW SW;a ┘;ゲ ﾏ;ヴﾆWS ﾏﾗヴW ゲデヴﾗﾐｪﾉ┞く14

 The deaf child is 

けデｴヴﾗ┘ﾐ ;デ ﾗﾐIW デﾗ ;ﾐ ;ﾉﾏﾗゲデ ｷﾏﾏW;ゲ┌ヴ;HﾉW Sｷゲデ;ﾐIW aヴﾗﾏ ;ﾉﾉ ﾗデｴWヴ ﾏWﾐげが ┘ヴﾗデW Cｴ;ヴﾉWゲ OヴヮWﾐが デｴW 
Secretary to the Deaf and Dumb Institution at Claremont in Dublin, けｷﾐaWヴｷﾗヴ ｷﾏﾏWﾐゲWﾉ┞ デﾗ デｴﾗゲW ┘ｴﾗ 
should be his equals, dependent entirely ┌ヮﾗﾐ デｴﾗゲW ;Hﾗ┌デ ｴｷﾏげが けwholly ignorant of HIMげ ;ﾐS ﾉｷ┗ｷﾐｪ 

けwithout the hopes and prospects and consolation of religionげ.15
 During the Enlightenment, the 

ｷﾐIヴW;ゲｷﾐｪ ;ゲゲ┌ﾏヮデｷﾗﾐ デｴ;デ SW;aﾐWゲゲ ┘;ゲ ; ヮヴﾗHﾉWﾏ デｴ;デ Iﾗ┌ﾉS ;ﾐS ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉS HW けI┌ヴWSげ ﾉWS デﾗ ｷデゲ 
equation with medical and physical otherness.

16
 In the nineteenth century, comparisons with the 

けﾗデｴWヴゲげ ﾗa EﾏヮｷヴW ┌ﾐSWヴﾉｷﾐWS デｴW SｷaaWヴWﾐIW ﾗa SW;aﾐWゲゲが ┘ｷデｴ SW;a ヮWﾗヮﾉW ﾉ;HWﾉﾉWS けｴW;デｴWﾐげ ;ﾐSが ｷﾐ 
デｴW IﾗﾐデW┝デ ﾗa D;ヴ┘ｷﾐｷ;ﾐ SWH;デWゲ ;Hﾗ┌デ W┗ﾗﾉ┌デｷﾗﾐが ゲｷｪﾐ ﾉ;ﾐｪ┌;ｪW ┌ゲWヴゲ ゲ┌ｪｪWゲデWS デﾗ aﾗヴﾏ ; けﾏｷゲゲｷﾐｪ 
ﾉｷﾐﾆげ HWデ┘WWﾐ ｴ┌ﾏ;ﾐゲ ;ﾐS ;ﾐｷﾏ;ﾉゲく17

 

Concerns about the deaf intersected with other issues. Disability has a complicated relationship with 

gender affecting as it does constructions of beauty, sexuality and reproduction. Deaf, people, like 

other disabled people were most readily accepted into Victorian discourse as asexual, childlike 

figures. But this was interwoven with a concern that deaf people were, in fact, sexually active. Deaf 

women, in particular, were linked with elicit sexuality (explained, in a paternalistic discourse through 

their apparent incomprehension of Christian teachings) and there were numerous representations 

ﾗa SW;a ┘ﾗﾏWﾐ ;ゲ デｴW ﾏﾗデｴWヴゲ ﾗa ｷﾉﾉWｪｷデｷﾏ;デW IｴｷﾉSヴWﾐく TｴWｷヴ a;ｷﾉ┌ヴW デﾗ Iﾗﾏヮﾉ┞ ┘ｷデｴ けヮヴﾗヮWヴげ ｪWﾐSWヴ 
roles was extended into a critique of their capacity to mother their children sufficiently and such 

women were frequently depicted as lacking, maternally.
18

 Class, as well as gender effected these 

constructions. Disabled women such as Harriet Martineau and to some extent less privileged but 

nonetheless middle-class women such as Jane Groom were able to circumnavigate these 

constructions through their social status. Disability was overwhelmingly linked with poverty both 

materially and conceptually. Poor disabled people were of great social concern economically, socially 

and morally. For example, working-class disabled men were considered unable to provide for their 

a;ﾏｷﾉｷWゲ ;ﾐS ┘WヴW デｴ┌ゲ SWWﾏWS け┌ﾐﾏ;ﾐﾉ┞げく  
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One of the consequences of these attitudes was that deaf people were increasingly subject to 

charitable concern.
19

 Following the 1834 Poor Law Amendment Act, deaf people increasingly 

became categorised ;ゲ ﾏWﾏHWヴゲ ﾗa デｴW けSWゲWヴ┗ｷﾐｪ ヮﾗﾗヴげが W┝ヮWIデWS デﾗ ﾉｷ┗W ;ゲ SWヮWﾐSWﾐデゲ ヴ;デｴWヴ デｴ;ﾐ 
be self-supporting.

20
 PWS;ｪﾗｪｷI;ﾉﾉ┞が デｴW aW;ヴ デｴ;デ SW;a ヮWﾗヮﾉW Iﾗ┌ﾉS ﾐﾗデ ﾆﾐﾗ┘ デｴW けデヴ┌デｴゲ ﾗa ヴWﾉｷｪｷﾗﾐげ 

ｴ;S ﾏﾗデｷ┗;デWS デｴW AHHY ﾉげEヮYW ｷﾐ デｴW ﾉ;デW WｷｪｴデWWﾐデｴ IWﾐデ┌ヴ┞ デﾗ SW┗Wﾉﾗヮ ｷﾐ Fヴ;ﾐIW ┘ｴ;デ ｷゲ ┘ｷSWﾉ┞ 
considered the foundations of deaf education in Western Europe.

21
 This led to an explosion of deaf 

education across Western Europe, using both the ゲｷｪﾐWS デWIｴﾐｷケ┌Wゲ ﾗa ﾉげEヮYWが ;ﾐS ﾗヴ;ﾉｷゲデ デWIｴﾐｷケ┌Wゲ 
where deaf children were encouraged, sometimes forced, to speak the vernacular. By the second 

half of the nineteenth century, such measures had been seized upon by philanthropists and 

missionaries,
 
who argued that the deaf were literally prevented from hearing the Word of God, and 

ｷSWﾐデｷaｷWS デｴW けDW;aが Wｴﾗ ﾗﾐ Tｴ;デ AIIﾗ┌ﾐデ Sﾗ ﾐﾗデ AデデWﾐS Cｴ┌ヴIｴげ ;ゲ ; ヮヴﾗHﾉWﾏ;デｷI ゲﾗIｷ;ﾉ ｪヴﾗ┌ヮが 
ゲWデデｷﾐｪ ┌ヮ SW;a Iｴ┌ヴIｴWゲが ﾏｷゲゲｷﾗﾐゲ ;ﾐS ヮヴ;┞Wヴ ｪヴﾗ┌ヮゲ デﾗ けゲ;┗Wげ デｴWﾏく22

   

J;ﾐW Gヴﾗﾗﾏげs life was entangled in these developments. From about the age of twelve, she studied 

at the Deaf and Dumb School at Old Trafford. The school had been founded in 1823 to teach deaf 

children from the age of eight to sixteen.
23

 Deaf children often found meeting other deaf children at 

school a formative experience, and it is likely that her time at the Deaf and Dumb School at would 

ｴ;┗W ｷﾐIヴW;ゲWS Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ ;aaｷﾉｷ;デｷﾗﾐ ┘ｷデｴ デｴW SW;a Iﾗﾏﾏ┌ﾐｷデ┞く  Gヴﾗﾗﾏ ┘;ゲ ; ゲ┌IIWゲゲa┌ﾉ ヮ┌ヮｷﾉ ;ﾐS ｷﾐ 
due course was appointed an assistant teacher and nurse.

24
 

In 1870, Groom moved to London where she was appointed as an assistant teacher at the British 

Asylum for Deaf and Dumb Females in Hackney. Gender and disability informed the hierarchies of 

the institution. The Ladies Committee, who appointed female assistants, had not initially supported 

ｴWヴ ;ヮヮﾉｷI;デｷﾗﾐく けThe Ladies do not consider that J. E. Groom, the candidate that has applied for the 

situation as assistant teacher, would be at all desirableげが ｷデ ┘;ゲ ヴWIﾗヴSWSき けher being so nearly deaf 

and dumb herself would be a great disadvantageげく25
 This opinion did not prevail, however, probably 

because there was a staffing problem resulting from the challenging and violent situations faced by 

staff in relation to the deaf (and sometimes deaf blind) women. But, despite her appointment, her 

presumed inadequacy was marked as, throughout her (almost) four years at the Asylum, she was 

always paid less than the other teachers.  

Gヴﾗﾗﾏ ﾏｷｪｴデ HW ｷSWﾐデｷaｷWS ┘ｷデｴ ┘ｴ;デ L;SS SｷゲI┌ゲゲWゲ ;ゲ ; SW;a けIﾗﾏヮ;デヴ;Sﾗヴげぎ ﾗﾐW ﾗa ; けゲﾏ;ﾉﾉ ｪヴﾗ┌ヮ 
of Deaf people, mostly of middle-Iﾉ;ゲゲ ヮ;ヴWﾐデ;ｪWげ ┘ｴﾗ ;ﾉﾉﾗ┘WS HWﾐW┗ﾗﾉWﾐデﾉ┞-minded yet essentially 

disempowering hearing philanthropists to access the deaf, in order to engage with a form of 

けﾏｷゲゲｷﾗﾐ;ヴ┞ Iﾗﾉﾗﾐｷ;ﾉｷゲﾏげく26
 Such an argument has echoes in the fact that some institutions for the 

SW;aが デｴW ｷﾐデWﾉﾉWIデ┌;ﾉﾉ┞ ｷﾏヮ;ｷヴWS ;ﾐS デｴﾗゲW IﾗﾐゲｷSWヴWS けｷﾐゲ;ﾐWげ ┘WヴW ;Iデ┌;ﾉﾉ┞ I;ﾉﾉWS けIﾗﾉﾗﾐｷWゲげく The 

construct of the deaf compatrador is perhaps oversimplistic, not least because of the complex 

relationship between missionaries and colonialism, but the argument that deaf middle-class people 

were complicit in empowering hearing philanthropists access to the deaf is a powerful one, and one 

supported by this example.  Groom certainly became tightly networked with a small group of 

hearing philanthropists and teachers concerned with deaf education. One such person was William 

Stainer, whom Groom would first have met in Manchester. Since then, he had been appointed 

assistant chaplain to the Reverend Samuel Smith at the Association to Aid the Deaf and Dumb 

(AADD). Smith was himself a notable figure, and he and Stainer were both involved in fundraising for 

デｴW aｷヴゲデ Cｴ┌ヴIｴ aﾗヴ デｴW SW;a ┘ｴｷIｴ ﾗヮWﾐWS ;ゲ “デ “;┗ｷﾗ┌ヴげゲが ﾗﾐ O┝aﾗヴS “デヴWWデが ｷﾐ ヱΒΑヴく Bﾗデｴ ﾏWﾐ ;ﾉゲﾗ 
attended the Annual General Meeting of the British Asylum for Deaf and Dumb Females at Hackney 

in 1870, and it is likely that Stainer notified Jane Groom of the vacancy at the Hackney Asylum and 

supported her application. Following the Elementary Education Act of 1870 and the building of new 

schools, the chair of the London School Board, ;ヮヮﾗｷﾐデWS “デ;ｷﾐWヴ けSuperintendent of Deaf Mute 
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Instructionげ. In 1874, Jane Groom left her job at the London Asylum for Deaf and Dumb Females to 

HWIﾗﾏW ; けteacher of deaf and dumb childrenげ under the London School Board at the school in 

Wilmot Street.
27

 

TｴW Wｷﾉﾏﾗデ “デヴWWデ “Iｴﾗﾗﾉ ┘;ゲ ; ﾉ;ヴｪW ゲIｴﾗﾗﾉ ┘ｴｷIｴ デ;┌ｪｴデ ;Hﾗ┌デ ヱがヵヰヰ IｴｷﾉSヴWﾐく J;ﾐW Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ ヴﾗﾉW 
┘;ゲ デｴ;デ ﾗa ; けaWﾏ;ﾉW ;ゲゲｷゲデ;ﾐデげく DW;a WS┌I;デｷﾗﾐが ﾉｷﾆW ヮヴｷﾏ;ヴ┞ WS┌I;デｷﾗﾐ デｴ;デ ┘;ゲ SWveloping more 

generally in the period, was heavily reliant on female assistants to support the male leadership. The 

school was regarded highly. In 1877, Princess Louise, the Viceregal Consort of Canada, John Bright 

MP and Lord Laurence, formerly Viceroy of India, all visited the Wilmot Street School and 

IﾗﾏﾏWﾐデWS a;┗ﾗ┌ヴ;Hﾉ┞ ﾗﾐ デｴW ヮヴﾗ┗ｷゲｷﾗﾐぎ けHWヴ ‘ﾗ┞;ﾉ HｷｪｴﾐWゲゲ ┘;ゲ ヮ;ヴデｷI┌ﾉ;ヴﾉ┞ ヮﾉW;ゲWS ┘ｷデｴ デｴW 
;ヴヴ;ﾐｪWﾏWﾐデゲ aﾗヴ デW;Iｴｷﾐｪ SW;a ;ﾐS S┌ﾏH IｴｷﾉSヴWﾐげが ;ﾐS デｴW IｴｷﾉSヴWﾐげゲ Sヴｷﾉﾉ けW┝IｷデWS ﾏ;ヴﾆWS 
IﾗﾏﾏWﾐS;デｷﾗﾐげく28

 

Groom was also involved in supporting the deaf in other ways. Despite her bad experience with the 

Ladies Committee in Hackney, Groom advocated for more Ladies Committees to be established 

more generally in the East End, as she worried about the vulnerability of deaf young women. 

Drawing on the view prevalent at the time that deaf women were more prone to illicit sexuality than 

hearing women,
29

  ゲｴW ;ヴｪ┌WS デｴ;デ ; L;SｷWゲ CﾗﾏﾏｷデデWW ┘;ゲ けﾏ┌Iｴ ﾐWWSWS aﾗヴ SW;a ;ﾐS S┌ﾏH 
┘ﾗヴﾆｷﾐｪ ┘ﾗﾏWﾐ ;ﾐS ┞ﾗ┌ﾐｪ ｪｷヴﾉゲげ ;ゲ ｷデ けﾏｷｪｴデ HW デｴW means of saving them from the very great 

デWﾏヮデ;デｷﾗﾐゲ ;ﾐS W┗ｷﾉゲ ┘ｴｷIｴ デｴWｷヴ ┌ﾐaﾗヴデ┌ﾐ;デW ;aaﾉｷIデｷﾗﾐゲ ヴWﾐSWヴ デｴWﾏ ヮﾗ┘WヴﾉWゲゲ デﾗ aｷｪｴデ ;ｪ;ｷﾐゲデくげ30
 

Groom also proposed the establishment of a branch of the Royal Association in aid of the Deaf and 

Dumb, situated arﾗ┌ﾐS “デ “;┗ｷﾗ┌ヴげゲ Cｴ┌ヴIｴが ｷﾐ デｴW E;ゲデ EﾐSく “ｴW HWI;ﾏW ﾗﾐW ﾗa デｴW IﾗヴヴWゲヮﾗﾐSｷﾐｪ 
ゲWIヴWデ;ヴｷWゲ aﾗヴ Wｷﾉﾉｷ;ﾏ “デ;ｷﾐWヴげゲ Cｴヴｷゲデｷ;ﾐ HﾗﾏWゲ aﾗヴ DW;a ;ﾐS D┌ﾏH CｴｷﾉSヴWﾐが Hﾗ;ヴSｷﾐｪ ｴﾗ┌ゲWゲ H┌ｷﾉデ 
so that children could attend specialised deaf schools even if their parents lived at some distance 

aヴﾗﾏ デｴWﾏく  “ｴW ;ﾉゲﾗ デﾗﾗﾆ ┌ヮ ; ﾃﾗH デW;Iｴｷﾐｪ BｷHﾉW Cﾉ;ゲゲWゲ デﾗ デｴW DW;a ;デ “デ M;デデｴW┘げゲ Cｴ┌ヴIｴ ｷﾐ 
Bethnal Green. Her classes were well attended. On Sundays she delivered classes twice a day to a 

a┌ﾉﾉ ヴﾗﾗﾏ ┘ｷデｴ け;ゲ ﾏ;ﾐ┞ ;ゲ ヱヰヰ ﾗヴ ﾏﾗヴW HWｷﾐｪ ﾗaデWﾐデｷﾏWゲ ;ゲゲWﾏHﾉWS ;デ ﾗﾐW デｷﾏWげく31
 She used sign 

language to communicate to this mass of people. 

As well as being sites of collaboration and colonisation, these schools and missions were forums 

around which deaf identities emerged and deaf people could organise collectively.  In the mid 

nineteenth century, London was an area of burgeoning deaf culture.
32

 Within the newly founded 

schools, churches, and institutions, deaf people, able to come together within organised structures, 

developed distinctive social identities themselves. The use of manual sign languages spread rapidly.  

Strong bonds of connection were forged by their common experience of deafness. Sign language 

was a cornerstone of deaf identity and spread rapidly in deaf institutions and missions, as children 

from deaf families shared their languages with those from hearing families, and improvised their 

own.  

One way of understanding the missions and schools as centres for deaf cultures in this period is 

through the concept of deaf space, formulated by the geographer of deafness Mike Gulliver, to refer 

to areas demarcated from the hearing world and filled with visual voices.
33

 The idea of deaf space 

speaks both to the ideas about deaf community and to the distinctiveness of deaf culture. G┌ﾉﾉｷ┗Wヴげゲ 
concept was formulated through his work on early French deaf institutions, but deaf churches in 

Britaiﾐ I;ﾐ HW ゲWWﾐ ;ゲ ;ﾐﾗデｴWヴ ゲｷデW ﾗa SW;a ゲヮ;IWく Aゲ NWｷﾉ PWﾏHWヴデﾗﾐ ｴ;ゲ ;ヴｪ┌WSが けTｴW ヴﾗﾉW ﾗa 
missions is grossly overlooked in the literature... Those who do mention missions tend to dismiss 

them as a means by which the deaf were further oppressed by the hearinｪくげ B┌デ SW;a ﾏｷゲゲｷﾗﾐゲ ;ﾉゲﾗ 
provided a huge network of deaf people, a social space and a space of deaf resistance. Pemberton 

;ヴｪ┌Wゲ デｴ;デが ┘ｷデｴｷﾐ デｴW ﾏｷゲゲｷﾗﾐゲが けSW;a ヮWﾗヮﾉW ヴWﾏ;SW ヴWﾉｷｪｷﾗ┌ゲ SｷゲIﾗ┌ヴゲWゲ デﾗ Wﾏヮﾗ┘Wヴ SW;a ヮWﾗヮﾉW 
and create independent constructioﾐゲ ﾗa SW;aﾐWゲゲげく Fﾗヴ W┝;ﾏヮﾉWが デｴW SW;a ;ヴｪ┌WS デｴ;デ デｴW┞ ｴ;S ; 
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ゲヮWIｷ;ﾉ ヴWﾉ;デｷﾗﾐゲｴｷヮ ┘ｷデｴ GﾗS HWI;┌ゲWが ┌ﾐﾉｷﾆW ゲヮWWIｴが ゲｷｪﾐ ﾉ;ﾐｪ┌;ｪW ┘;ゲ ; けﾐ;デ┌ヴ;ﾉ ﾉ;ﾐｪ┌;ｪWげ デｴヴﾗ┌ｪｴ 
┘ｴｷIｴ デｴW┞ Iﾗ┌ﾉS ;┗ﾗｷS デｴW けゲｷﾐゲげ ﾗa ゲヮWWIｴく34

  

 

Figure Two:  Reverend William Stainer preachｷﾐｪ ;デ “デ “;┗ｷﾗ┌ヴげゲ SW;a Iｴ┌ヴIｴ 
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Groom actively participated in these developments and contributed to the emergent deaf 

community. She was also well-ｷﾐデWｪヴ;デWS ｷﾐデﾗ ヮｴｷﾉ;ﾐデｴヴﾗヮｷI ﾏﾗ┗WﾏWﾐデゲ デﾗ けｴWﾉヮげ SW;a ヮWﾗヮﾉWが 
conversing with, among others, Henry Fawcett, the MP and radical, who was himself disabled (he 

was blind).
35

 Many of these philanthropists were of a considerably more privileged background than 

Groom herself and she was able to use their privilege to her benefit. 

1880 marked a major change for deaf education. From the late eighteenth century, deaf 

educationalists had varied markedly in the form of instruction they thought best suited to educating 

デｴW SW;aく TｴﾗゲW ;S┗ﾗI;デｷﾐｪ けﾏ;ﾐ┌;ﾉｷゲﾏげ ふゲｷｪﾐ ﾉ;ﾐｪ┌;ｪWぶ ┘WヴW Sﾗﾏｷﾐ;ﾐデ ｷﾐ Fヴ;ﾐIW ;ﾐS デｴW U“が ┘ｴｷﾉゲデ 
けﾗヴ;ﾉｷゲデゲげ ふ┘ｴﾗ aﾗI┌ゲWS ﾗﾐ ;ヴデｷI┌ﾉ;デｷﾗﾐ ;ﾐS ゲヮWWIｴ-reading in the vernacular) were dominant in 

Germany and Italy.
36

 In Britain, different schools used different methods, whilst some used the 

けIﾗﾏHｷﾐWS ﾏWデｴﾗSげ ｷﾐ ┘ｴｷIｴ Hﾗデｴ ゲ┞ゲデWﾏゲ ┘WヴW SWヮﾉﾗ┞WSく B┞ デｴW ﾏｷS-nineteenth century, however, 

it was felt that these methods could no longer coexist, and internal factions and arguments 

developed between schools, within countries and internationally about which system was superior. 

In an imperial context, at a time when the English language was preferred as a means of assimilating 

indigenous Australians, and Gaelic was being suppressed within the British Isles, the tide started to 

turn against manualism. Two international conventions were convened, in 1878 and 1880, to 

establish once and for all which system was to be considered preferable. The second of these, the 

Congress of Milan, is the most infamous event in deaf history, associated with the deliberate 

suppression of sign language.
37

 The conference was biased from the outset. There were almost no 

deaf people present. Out of the twelve speakers, nine spoke in favour of oralism and just three in 

favour of manualism. The conference was chaired by the Italian Abbé Guilio Tarra who was a strong 

advocate of oralism. UK delegates included William Stainer, who, despite having previously been a 

manualist, was a recent convert to oralism.
38

 Again and again it was argued that only oralism would 

properly equip deaf people for participation in hearing society. For Jane Groom, a sign language 

user, the effects of the conference were immediate. Unable to teach using the oral method herself, 

ゲｴW ┘;ゲ SWWﾏWS ┌ﾐaｷデ デﾗ HW Wﾏヮﾉﾗ┞WS ;ゲ ; デW;IｴWヴ ﾗa デｴW SW;aが SWゲヮｷデW ｴ;┗ｷﾐｪ ﾏﾗヴW デｴ;ﾐ ンヰ ┞W;ヴゲげ 
experience, and lost her job.

39
 

A Future for the Deaf and Dumb in the Canadian North West  

In 1881, Jane Groom travelled to Canada, arriving in Quebec in August and then travelling west to 

the prairies.
40

 Iﾐ M;ﾐｷデﾗH;が ゲｴW ﾏWデ デ┘ﾗ ﾏWﾐ ┘ｴﾗﾏ ゲｴW ｴ;S けゲWﾐデげ デﾗ C;ﾐ;S; aヴﾗﾏ デｴW ┘ﾗヴﾆｴﾗ┌ゲW 
eighteen months previously. Both ﾏWﾐ ;ヮヮW;ヴWS デﾗ HW Sﾗｷﾐｪ けW┝IWWSｷﾐｪﾉ┞ ┘Wﾉﾉげく41

 They both had 

deaf connections; one, a builder, was married to a deaf dressmaker, whilst the other, who was 

┘ﾗヴﾆｷﾐｪ ﾗﾐ ; a;ヴﾏが ;ゲﾆWS Gヴﾗﾗﾏ デﾗ Hヴｷﾐｪ ﾗ┌デ ｴｷゲ HヴﾗデｴWヴ ┘ｴﾗ ┘;ゲ ;ﾉゲﾗ けSW;a ;ﾐS S┌ﾏHげが ;ﾐS デﾗ 
whom he w;ゲ けﾏ┌Iｴ ;デデ;IｴWSげく42

 The cases of the two men struck her as remarkably different from 

the poverty she had witnessed amongst deaf people in 1870s London, where unemployment was 

ｴｷｪｴ ;ﾐS ヮﾗ┗Wヴデ┞ ヴｷaWく けI ｴ;┗W ﾐﾗデｷIWS ゲﾗ ﾏ┌Iｴ SｷゲデヴWゲゲ ;ﾏﾗﾐｪ デｴW SW;a ;ﾐS S┌ﾏHげが ゲｴW ┘ヴﾗデWが けデｴ;デ I 
feel perfectly sad at witnessing it, and I am sure that nothing can be done for them here [in London] 

to establish them satisfactorily. My opinion on this subject is that the only scheme to accomplish 

their ultimate well-being is to caヴヴ┞ ﾗ┌デ ﾏ┞ ゲIｴWﾏW ﾗa Wﾏｷｪヴ;デｷﾗﾐ デﾗ C;ﾐ;S;くげ43
 What had started as 

the ad-hoc relocation of a couple of deaf men and their families, thus became something larger: as 

Gヴﾗﾗﾏ ｴWヴゲWﾉa ヮ┌デ ｷデが けAﾐ Eﾏｷｪヴ;デｷﾗﾐ “IｴWﾏW aﾗヴ デｴW DW;a ;ﾐS D┌ﾏHげく “ｴW founded a Deaf and Dumb 

Emigration Society, asking for contributions to be passed onto Richenda Fry, a granddaughter of the 

Quaker philanthropist Elizabeth Fry and herself a deaf woman. 
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This was a moment when there was a huge drive for migrants to Canada. Propaganda suggested that 

Canada had an abundance of resources and space, systematically ignoring the indigenous people 

who owned and lived on the land. Competition with the US over the land led to the 1872 Dominion 

L;ﾐSゲ AIデ ﾗヴ けHﾗﾏW “デW;SWヴゲ AIデげが ┘ｴｷIｴ ゲデｷヮ┌ﾉ;デWS デｴ;デ ｷﾐSｷvidual settlers might be given 164 

hectares of indigenous land in what became Manitoba and the North-West Territories. Under the 

デWヴﾏゲ ﾗa デｴW AIデが J;ﾐW Gヴﾗﾗﾏ ヮヴﾗヮﾗゲWS デｴ;デ けW;Iｴ SW;a ;ﾐS S┌ﾏH ヮWヴゲﾗﾐ ┘ｷデｴ a;ﾏｷﾉ┞ ゲｴ;ﾉﾉ ヴWIWｷ┗W 
from fifty to one hundred and sixty acres for cultivation and, if deserving, one hundred and sixty 

ﾏﾗヴWが ;ゲ ヮヴﾗ┗ｷSWS ｷﾐ デｴW ﾗaaWヴ デﾗ ｷﾏﾏｷｪヴ;ﾐデゲ H┞ デｴW C;ﾐ;Sｷ;ﾐ Gﾗ┗WヴﾐﾏWﾐデくげ44
  

From a metropolitan perspective, emigration also provided a potential outlet for getting rid of those 

deemed socially undesirable (namely, the poor, the disabled and political radicals); the claim that 

Britain was ┌ゲｷﾐｪ ｷﾏﾏｷｪヴ;デｷﾗﾐ デﾗ けゲｴﾗ┗Wﾉ ﾗ┌デ ヮ;┌ヮWヴゲげ ヴWI┌ヴヴWS デｴヴﾗ┌ｪｴﾗ┌デ デｴW IWﾐデ┌ヴ┞く There is 

some evidence to support this. As Angela McCarthy has recently showﾐが ｷﾐ デｴW I;ゲW ﾗa けｷﾐゲ;ﾐWげ 
persons immigrating to New Zealand, family members, asylums, poor law institutions and the police 

colluded in concealing evidence of insanity which may have prevented an immigrant being 

accepted.
45

 The period also saw the rise of ゲIｴWﾏWゲ ;ゲゲｷゲデｷﾐｪ デｴW ﾏｷｪヴ;デｷﾗﾐ ﾗa けヮ;┌ヮWヴ IｴｷﾉSヴWﾐげ ふ┘ｷデｴ 
whom disabled people were often classed) as forms of philanthropy.

46
 This was certainly one of the 

contexts in which the deaf colonisation scheme was perceived from the Canadian perspective (as I 

shall explore below). It was also how the scheme was advertised to potential supporters: with the 

deaf community in London presented as wholly dependent on hearing benefactors, it was said that 

デｴW ゲIｴWﾏW ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS けｪヴW;デﾉ┞ デWﾐS デﾗ ﾉWゲゲWﾐ デｴW H┌ヴSWﾐゲ ;デ ヮヴWゲWﾐデ pressing so heavily upon the 

ヴ;デWヮ;┞Wヴゲ ﾗa デｴW ヮ;ヴｷゲｴWゲ ﾗa LﾗﾐSﾗﾐげく47
 B┌デ ┘ｴ;デ ┘;ゲ ｴ;ヮヮWﾐｷﾐｪ ｷﾐ デｴW I;ゲW ﾗa J;ﾐW Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ 

emigration scheme was far less passive than any of these images suggests; the deaf settlers were 

not simply shovelled out, but carefully organised within the deaf community. 

Whilst the kinds of settlers that Canada wanted were essentially those who were white, able-bodied 

and British, various groups were able to use the Homesteaders legislation to their own ends, and this 

period saw the settlement of Mennonite and Jewish communities in Manitoba, as well as schemes 

for utopias such as that envisaged by the Church Colonisation Society, which had been a direct 

ｷﾐaﾉ┌WﾐIW ﾗﾐ Gヴﾗﾗﾏく “ｷヴ Cｴ;ヴﾉWゲ T┌ヮヮWヴ ふ┘ｴﾗ ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS ﾉ;デWヴ HWIﾗﾏW C;ﾐ;S;げゲ ゲｴﾗヴデWゲデ ゲWヴving Prime 

Minister) was High Commissioner of Canada in London in this period, where he concentrated on 

encouraging emigration to Canada and wading through the many emigration proposals.
48

 Amongst 

other things, he engaged in considerable correspondence with various immigration officials about 

Jane Groom forwarding a copy of a pamphlet about the scheme, A Future for the Deaf and Dumb in 

the Canadian North West, to the Department of Agriculture in Canada.
49

  

The author of the pamphlet written on Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ behalf was identified only by デｴW ｷﾐｷデｷ;ﾉゲ けHくHくげ H┌デ 
was, I suspect, the Reverend Septimus Cox Holmes Hansard, a Christian Socialist and Rector of St 

M;デｴW┘げゲ Cｴ┌ヴIｴが ┘ｴWヴW Gヴﾗﾗﾏ ┘;ゲ ｴﾗﾉSｷﾐｪ ｴWヴ BｷHﾉW Iﾉ;ゲゲWゲ ;デ デｴW デｷﾏW.
50

 The pamphlet put 

forward the argument that, as ﾏ;ﾐ┞ SW;a ヮWﾗヮﾉW ｷﾐ E;ゲデ LﾗﾐSﾗﾐ け;ヴW ﾐﾗ┘ ;ﾐS ｴ;┗W HWWﾐ aﾗヴ ; ﾉﾗﾐｪ 
time out of workげが デｴW ﾗﾐﾉ┞ ｴﾗヮW aﾗヴ デｴWﾏ ┘;ゲ デﾗ Wﾏｷｪヴ;デWく Iデ ┘;ゲ ゲデ;デWS デｴ;デ デｴ;デ けTｴWゲW ﾏWﾐ ;ﾐS 
women are ┘ｷﾉﾉｷﾐｪ デﾗ ┘ﾗヴﾆが ｪｷ┗Wﾐ デｴ;デ デｴW┞ ;ヴW ﾐﾗデ ﾏﾗﾉWゲデWSげ ;ﾐS デｴ;デ けデｴW IﾗﾏヮWデｷデｷon which 

┘Wｷｪｴゲ ゲﾗ ｴW;┗ｷﾉ┞ ┌ヮﾗﾐ デｴWﾏ ┘ｴｷﾉW デｴW┞ ;ヴW ;デ ｴﾗﾏWげ ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS HW  けヴWﾉ;┝WSげ ┌ﾐSWヴ デｴW けﾏﾗヴW 
Iﾗﾏaﾗヴデ;HﾉW IﾗﾐSｷデｷﾗﾐゲ ﾗa ﾉｷaW ｷﾐ デｴW IﾗﾉﾗﾐｷWゲげく Cﾗﾏヮ;ヴｷゲﾗﾐゲ ┘WヴW ﾏ;SW ┘ｷデｴ ;HﾉW HﾗSｷWS ヮWﾗヮﾉWが 
;ﾐS ヴW;SWヴゲ ┘WヴW ;ゲゲ┌ヴWS デｴ;デ けデｴWゲW ﾏWﾐ ;ﾐS ┘ﾗﾏWﾐ ┘ｷﾉﾉ HWIﾗﾏW as good at stock-raising, grain 

I┌ﾉデ┌ヴWぐ ;ゲ デｴW HWゲデ ﾗa デｴW ゲヮW;ﾆｷﾐｪ ;ﾐS ｴW;ヴｷﾐｪ ヮヴﾗS┌IWヴゲぐ ぷ;ﾐSへ デｴW ┘ﾗﾏWﾐ ┘ｷﾉﾉ ﾏ;ﾆW ﾃ┌ゲデ ;ゲ 
ｪﾗﾗS ;ゲゲｷゲデ;ﾐデゲ ;デ ;ﾉﾉ S;ｷヴ┞が ﾉ;┌ﾐSヴ┞が ;ﾐS SﾗﾏWゲデｷI ┘ﾗヴﾆくげ51

  

AaデWヴ ｴWヴ W┝ヮWヴｷﾏWﾐデ;ﾉ デWゲデ I;ゲWゲが Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ aｷヴゲデ ;デデWﾏヮデ デﾗ ゲWデデﾉW SWaf people in Canada took place 

in the early 1880s, when she took ten deaf men from the East End and two deaf boys from the 
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Jewish School for the Deaf and Dumb up to Liverpool to start their journey. In Liverpool they were 

met by Mr Moreton, principal of the Leeds Deaf and Dumb School, who brought with him another 

deaf youth to join the group. The party sailed on the S.S. Sardinian, where Groom received kind 

デヴW;デﾏWﾐデ ;ﾐS デｴW ﾗaaｷIWヴゲ ;ﾐS IヴW┘ けデﾗﾗﾆ ; ﾉｷ┗Wﾉ┞ ｷﾐデWヴWゲデ ｷﾐ ﾗ┌ヴ ゲｷﾉWﾐデ Iﾗﾏﾏ┌ﾐｷI;デｷﾗﾐゲくげ52
 Sign 

language clearly provided something of a spectacle.  

The group acquired land and settled at Wolseley, about 300 miles from Winnipeg. On arrival, Groom 

seems to have benefited from connections in Canada, including Hon. J. McTavish, Land 

Commissioner to the CanaSｷ;ﾐ P;IｷaｷI ‘;ｷﾉ┘;┞が ┘ｴﾗ ヮヴﾗﾏｷゲWS デﾗ ｴWﾉヮ ｴWヴ ;ﾐS デﾗ けﾉﾗﾗﾆ ;aデWヴ デｴW ﾐW┘ 
SW;a ;ﾐS S┌ﾏH ゲWデデﾉWヴゲくげ53

 He also promised to write to Groom while she was in London giving 

reports on the individual progress of the settlers. Groom placed five of her party with Major Robert 

Bell who operated a huge farm of about 50,000 acres near Indian Head in Manitoba.
54

 She situated 

another man, a deaf shoemaker, with a Mr Parker who was also deaf. Other members of the party 

were settled nearby on existing farms until they were able to save enough money to start their own 

businesses. 

The first few deaf settlers seemed to do very well.  Mr. Francis G. Jefferson wrote to the Manchester 

Courier SWゲIヴｷHｷﾐｪ デｴW ゲ┌IIWゲゲ ﾗa ゲﾗﾏW ﾗa デｴW ﾏｷｪヴ;ﾐデゲ ｷﾐ ｴ;┗ｷﾐｪ けaﾗ┌ﾐS ｪﾗﾗS ヮﾉ;IWゲ ;ﾐS SﾗﾐW 
┘Wﾉﾉげ.55

 When Jane Groom visited the settlers in 1892, she was able to report that the deaf settlers in 

デｴW Nﾗヴデｴ WWゲデ ┘WヴW Sﾗｷﾐｪ ; ヴ;ﾐｪW ﾗa ┘ﾗヴﾆ ｷﾐIﾉ┌Sｷﾐｪ けデ;ｷﾉﾗヴｷﾐｪが ┘ﾗﾗS-engraving, wood-turning, 

saddling and harness-making, shoemaking, carpentry, laundry work, ;ﾉゲﾗ ;ゲ a;ヴﾏ ﾉ;Hﾗ┌ヴWヴゲげが ;ﾐS デｴ;デ 
ゲﾗﾏW ﾗa デｴWﾏ ｴ;S デ;ﾆWﾐ ｴﾗﾏWゲデW;Sゲ ┘ｴWヴW デｴW┞ ┘WヴW けSﾗｷﾐｪ ┘Wﾉﾉ ;ﾐS ぷ;HﾉWへ デﾗ ﾏ;ﾆW good money 

and that I believe they are happy and contented, being better off than living in Englandげく56
 (emphasis 

original).Raising money for the scheme was a constant challenge. One of the ways in which Groom 

did so, was through performances which were able to mobilise the popular interest in deaf people as 

ﾗHﾃWIデゲ ﾗa I┌ヴｷﾗゲｷデ┞く TｴWヴW ┘;ゲ けA PWヴaﾗヴﾏ;ﾐIW H┞ DW;a M┌デWゲげ ;デ J;ﾐW Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ H;IﾆﾐW┞ Mｷssion in 

1884 which was probably for this purpose.
57

 She also encouraged people to invest in the project. The 

Reverend F.W.G. Gilby, another hearing philanthropist much concerned with deaf education, later 

claimed that many lost their loaned money through wｴ;デ ｴW Sｷゲﾏｷゲゲｷ┗Wﾉ┞ I;ﾉﾉWS ｴWヴ けﾏ;S ゲIｴWﾏWゲげく58
 

Again we can see how well networked Groom was with hearing middle-class philanthropists and 

politicians from the considerable support she was able to garner. She received one hundred pounds 

towards the scheme from W. E. Gladstone out of the Royal Bounty Fund.
59

 One supporter, W. J. 

CヴﾗﾐゲｴW┞が ┘ｴﾗ ｴW;ヴS ｴWヴ ﾉWIデ┌ヴW ﾗﾐ デｴW ゲ┌HﾃWIデ ;デ MﾗヴﾉW┞ H;ﾉﾉ ｷﾐ H;IﾆﾐW┞が SWゲIヴｷHWS  デｴW けｪﾗﾗS 
I;┌ゲWげ ヮヴﾗヮﾗゲWS H┞ けMｷゲゲ Gヴﾗﾗﾏげ ゲデ;デｷﾐｪ ｴW ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS けIﾗﾐaｷSWﾐデﾉ┞ ヴWIﾗﾏﾏWﾐSげ デｴW ゲIｴWﾏW デﾗ けseveral 

aヴｷWﾐSゲげく けI ;ﾏ デヴ┌ﾉ┞ ;ﾏ;┣WS ;デ ｴWヴがげ ｴW ┘ヴﾗデWが けゲWWｷﾐｪ ゲｴW ｷゲ デｴW ﾗﾐﾉ┞ ﾉ;S┞ Sﾗｷﾐｪ ｪﾗﾗS ;ﾏﾗﾐｪ デｴW SW;a 
;ﾐS S┌ﾏH ｷﾐ LﾗﾐSﾗﾐげく60

 

 

Unwelcome colonisers and the けright classげ of emigrations: responses to the scheme and debates 

about the relative worth of deaf settlers  

Although this period saw considerable efforts actively to recruit emigrants to meet labour shortages 

and to shore-up the white presence in territories where indigenous peoples were being displaced, 

this did not mean that all migrants were wWﾉIﾗﾏW ｷﾐ デｴWゲW けﾐW┘げ デWヴヴｷデﾗヴｷWゲく61
 Even whilst emigration 

was being actively promoted, a strong counter-SｷゲIﾗ┌ヴゲW ｷSWﾐデｷaｷWS デｴﾗゲW ヴWｪ;ヴSWS ;ゲ け┌ﾐaｷデげ デﾗ 
ﾏｷｪヴ;デWが ｷﾐIﾉ┌Sｷﾐｪ デｴW けaﾗヴWｷｪﾐげ ふﾗaデWﾐ JW┘ｷゲｴぶが Sｷゲ;HﾉWSが WﾉSWヴﾉ┞が Iヴｷﾏｷﾐ;ﾉが aWIﾆﾉWゲゲが ｷSﾉW ;ﾐS デｴﾗゲW 
┌ﾐ;II┌ゲデﾗﾏWS デﾗ けｴ;ヴS ┘ﾗヴﾆげく62
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Incentives to attract migrants, such as assisted passages, were offered only to those who were of 

desirable age, gender, ability, fitness and occupation. In the mass of guides and handbooks produced 

for prospective emigrants, the need for a strong, able body was repeated time and time again. In his 

Eﾏｷｪヴ;ﾐデげゲ PﾗIﾆWデ Cﾗﾏヮ;ﾐｷﾗﾐ of 1832, Robert Mudie emphasised that け[t]he proper emigrants are 

those able-HﾗSｷWS ;ﾐS ゲデW;S┞ ヮWヴゲﾗﾐゲ ┘ｴﾗ I;ﾐﾐﾗデ aｷﾐS ┘ﾗヴﾆ ;デ ｴﾗﾏWげく けNﾗ ﾏ;ﾐ ｷゲ aｷデ aﾗヴ HWｷﾐｪ ;ﾐ 
independent immigrant, or even existing at all in a new country, who is not both able and willing to 

workげが ｴW ┘ヴﾗデWき けHe must have health, he must have strength, he must ｴ;┗W ヮWヴゲW┗Wヴ;ﾐIWげ ふﾏ┞ 
italics). Driving the point home still further, he emphasised that けぷデへhe maimed, mutilated or silly 

ought not go thereげ ;ゲが ┘ｷデｴﾗ┌デ デｴW Iｴ;ヴｷデ┞ ┌ヮﾗﾐ ┘ｴｷIｴ ｴW ;ゲゲ┌ﾏWS デｴW┞ ┘WヴW ヴWﾉｷ;ﾐデが デｴWｷヴ けonly fate 

would be starvationげ.63
 It was the body of the working labouring man that was repeatedly put 

forward by government agencies, shipping companies and systematic colonisation advocates as 

valuable.
64

 There was no need for clerks and other white collar workers. Male labourers were 

particularly desired, but strong women were also wanted as domestic servants and as the potential 

mothers who would help ヮﾗヮ┌ﾉ;デW ;ﾐS けIｷ┗ｷﾉｷゲWげ デｴWゲW ﾐW┘ デWヴヴｷデﾗヴｷWゲく65
  

As migration increased  during the nineteenth century,  involving growing numbers of migrants from 

beyond the British Isles, so too SｷS デｴｷゲ SｷaaWヴWﾐデｷ;ﾉ ┗;ﾉ┌;デｷﾗﾐ ﾗa ﾏｷｪヴ;ﾐデゲげ HﾗSｷWゲ. With the continued 

SWゲｷヴW ｷﾐ ﾏ┌Iｴ ﾗa デｴW NW┘ WﾗヴﾉS aﾗヴ ｷﾏﾏｷｪヴ;ﾐデゲ ﾗa デｴW けヴｷｪｴデ ゲﾗヴデげが デｴW ヴWｪ┌ﾉ;デｷﾗﾐ ﾗa Wﾏｷｪヴ;デｷﾗﾐ ┘;ゲ 
about keeping certain kinds of people out rather than limiting overall numbers. In the last ten years, 

scholars of disability have explored the way in which immigration legislation excluded people with 

disabilities. Roy Hanes has argued that the Canadian authorities took an approach towards disabled 

ｷﾏﾏｷｪヴ;ﾐデゲ SWaｷﾐWS H┞ デｴW ｷSW; デｴ;デ けﾐﾗﾐW ｷゲ ゲデｷﾉﾉ デﾗﾗ ﾏ;ﾐ┞げく66
 Ena Chadha has argued that けﾏWﾐデ;ﾉ 

SWaWIデｷ┗Wゲげ ┘WヴW ヮ;ヴデｷI┌ﾉ;ヴﾉ┞ ┌ﾐ┘WﾉIﾗﾏW ｷﾐ ヮﾗゲデ-Confederation Canada, whilst Barbara Roberts and 

Robert Menzies explored psychiatric deportations from Canada in the early twentieth century.
67

 

Douglas Baynton has explored similar patterns in the US, ヮ;ヴデｷI┌ﾉ;ヴﾉ┞ W┝ヮﾉﾗヴｷﾐｪ デｴW W┝Iﾉ┌ゲｷﾗﾐ ﾗa けSW;a 
ﾏ┌デWゲげ H┞ U“ ｷﾏﾏｷｪヴ;デｷﾗﾐ ﾗaaｷIｷ;ﾉゲ ﾗﾐ Eﾉﾉｷゲ Iゲﾉ;ﾐSく68

 In this context, it is unsurprising that the arrival of 

Jane Groom and her associates precipitated a debate about the relative worth of deaf settlers in 

Manitoba in several different social and political spheres.    

There was a good deal of negative publicity around J;ﾐW Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ SW;a ゲWデデﾉWヴゲく In the local press, 

deaf people were depicted as utterly undesirable and as passive beings without agency. Some 

publications carried the accusation that けHWヴ M;ﾃWゲデ┞げゲ ｪﾗ┗WヴﾐﾏWﾐデ ｴ;d sent the deaf and dumb out 

デﾗ M;ﾐｷデﾗH; デﾗ HW ; H┌ヴSWﾐ デﾗ デｴW Iﾗﾏﾏ┌ﾐｷデ┞ デｴWヴWくげ69
 The Quebec Chronicle, drawing on the 

Winnipeg Free Press, for example, reported that  

けa consignment of deaf mutes has been brought to that city [Winnipeg] from England, and 

dumped into the Immigrant Sheds. Our correspondent says further that more of the same sort 

are to follow... Canada wants all the able-bodied settlers she can get, men and women willing 

to work and help to make the country of their adoption prosperous and strong, but she does 

ﾐﾗデ ┘;ﾐデ ヮ;┌ヮWヴゲ ;ﾐS ﾏ┌デWゲくげ 70
 

Class and disability clearly came together here. Deaf people were seen as undesirable, as incapable 

of migration under their own steam, and as デｴW ;ﾐデｷデｴWゲｷゲ デﾗ け;HﾉW-HﾗSｷWS ゲWデデﾉWヴゲげく  

In order to combat fears of deaf settlers as useless and undesirable people, Groom made an 

argument in her pamphlet for a particular representation of deafness. Unsurprisingly, given her 

background of school teaching and missionary work, Groom presented education as key to the 

ヴWSWﾏヮデｷﾗﾐ ﾗa デｴW SW;aく HくHく Iﾉ;ｷﾏWS デｴ;デ けぷデへｴW SW;a ﾏ┌デWが デｴ;ﾐﾆゲ デﾗ デｴW ヮヴﾗｪヴWゲゲ ﾗa デｴW ゲIｷWﾐIW ﾗa 
teaching him to overcome the defects of nature, which has been marvellously successful に is as 



11 

 

capable in his way as any other man, to enter into the business of life and to strive, and to work for 

ｴｷﾏゲWﾉa ;ﾐS ｴｷゲ a;ﾏｷﾉ┞げく71
 HくHく ;ﾉゲﾗ ┌ゲWS デｴW ｷﾏ;ｪW ﾗa デｴW けWS┌I;デWS SW;a ﾏ┌デWげ ;ゲ ; ﾏﾗSWﾉ ﾗa ｪﾗﾗS 

masculine citizenship, able to work hard to support both himself and his family. The scheme would 

allow this ideal to flourish and for the deaf person to be given けデｴW ﾏW;ﾐゲ ﾗa ｴﾗﾉSｷﾐｪ ┌ヮ ｴｷゲ ｴW;S ;ゲ ; 
┘ﾗヴﾆWヴ ﾗﾐ Wケ┌;ﾉ デWヴﾏゲ ┘ｷデｴ デｴW ヴWゲデ ﾗa ｴ┌ﾏ;ﾐｷデ┞くげ72

 The kind of deaf settler Groom described was 

thus thW けヴｷｪｴデ ﾆｷﾐSげ ﾗa ゲWデデﾉWヴが ｴ;ヴS-working, honest and as capable as his hearing peers of work and 

settlement.  

Perhaps surprisingly, this representation of deafness also found some sympathy in the press. The 

Winnipeg Free Press, for example, defended the settlers arguing that, although deaf, these people 

ゲデｷﾉﾉ ｴ;S けﾏWﾐデ;ﾉ a;IｷﾉｷデｷWゲげ ;ﾐS けヮｴ┞ゲｷI;ﾉ ヮﾗ┘Wヴゲげく73
 As a deaf woman, Miss Groom herself could be 

used as an embodiment of either the rights or the wrongs of the scheme. The Winnipeg Free Press 

described Groﾗﾏ ;ゲ け; ┘ﾗﾏ;ﾐ ﾗa ゲ┌Iｴ W┗ｷSWﾐデ Cｴヴｷゲデｷ;ﾐ BWﾐW┗ﾗﾉWﾐIWげが ;ﾐS ヮﾗｷﾐデWS ﾗ┌デ デｴ;デ ｷデ ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉS 
HW けヴWﾏWﾏHWヴWS デｴ;デ Mｷゲゲ Gヴﾗﾗﾏ ｴWヴゲWﾉa ｷゲ ﾗﾐW ﾗa デｴW ;aaﾉｷIデWSが H┌デ ゲｴW ｴ;ゲ ﾏ;ﾐ;ｪWS ゲﾗ a;ヴ デﾗ 
overcome the loss of speech and hearing that she has been enabled to give the writer of these pages 

┘ｴﾗ SﾗWゲ ﾐﾗデ ┌ﾐSWヴゲデ;ﾐS デｴW ゲｷｪﾐ ﾉ;ﾐｪ┌;ｪWが ;ﾉﾉ デｴW ｷﾐaﾗヴﾏ;デｷﾗﾐ ﾐWIWゲゲ;ヴ┞ aﾗヴ ｴｷゲ ヮ┌ヴヮﾗゲWくげ74
 The 

paper undertook interviews with some of the successful settlers, and concluded that they were in 

with a fair chance of succeeding in the rapidly growing colony. In contrast, the Winnipeg Daily Times 

SｷゲIヴWSｷデWS デｴW ｷSW;が ゲ┌ｪｪWゲデｷﾐｪ ｷﾐ ヴｷ┗;ﾉ ヮ;ヮWヴゲ デｴ;デ M;ﾐｷデﾗH; ┘;ゲ HWｷﾐｪ デ┌ヴﾐWS ｷﾐデﾗ ; けS┌ﾏヮｷﾐｪ 
ｪヴﾗ┌ﾐS aﾗヴ デｴW ｴWﾉヮﾉWゲゲ ;ﾐS ｷﾏHWIｷﾉW ﾗa デｴW ﾗﾉS Iﾗ┌ﾐデヴ┞げく ‘;デｴWヴ デﾗﾐｪ┌W ｷﾐ IｴWWﾆが デｴW Winnipeg Daily 

Times Iﾗﾐデｷﾐ┌WSが けCﾗﾉﾗﾐｷWゲ ﾗa SW;a ﾏ┌デWゲ ;ヴWが ヮWヴｴ;ヮゲが ﾐﾗデ ﾏﾗヴW SWゲｷヴ;HﾉW デｴ;ﾐ IﾗﾉﾗﾐｷWゲ ﾗa ﾗﾐW-

armed or cross-W┞WS ﾏWﾐが ﾗヴ ; Iﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞ ﾗa ﾐW┘ゲヮ;ヮWヴ WSｷデﾗヴゲぐ デｴWヴW ｷゲ ﾐﾗデｴｷﾐｪ ｴﾗ┘W┗Wヴ ｷﾐ ; SW;a 
mute, as such, which will prevent him from becoming a useful anS ヮヴﾗゲヮWヴﾗ┌ゲ Iｷデｷ┣Wﾐげくくく けM;ﾐ┞ ┘ｴﾗ 
ゲ;┘ Mｷゲゲ Bヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ ぷゲｷIへ aヴｷWﾐSゲ S┌ヴｷﾐｪ デｴWｷヴ ゲｴﾗヴデ ゲデ;┞ ｷﾐ WｷﾐﾐｷヮWｪ ┘WヴW ゲデヴ┌Iﾆ ┘ｷデｴ デｴWｷヴ ｷﾐデWﾉﾉｷｪWﾐIW 
;ﾐS ゲヮﾉWﾐSｷS ヮｴ┞ゲｷケ┌Wく TｴWヴW ｷゲ ﾐﾗ ヴW;ゲﾗﾐ ┘ｴ┞ デｴW┞ ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉS ﾐﾗデ ゲ┌IIWWS ｷﾐ デｴW Nﾗヴデｴ WWゲデくげ75

 The 

deaf press in both the US and the UK also commented on the negative press coverage. The deaf 

press in this period was a rapidly burgeoning series of small-issue papers many of which were read 

transnationally particularly between Britain and America. In them issues of conern to the deaf, 

including immigration policy, were rigorously debated. To some extent they can be seen to have 

created a virtual deaf space through which the deaf community consolidated.
76

 The most prominent 

of these papers, The American Annals of the Deaf and Dumb commented on the accusation that the 

SW;a けｴ;S HWWﾐ ゲWﾐデ aヴﾗﾏ Eﾐｪﾉ;ﾐS H┞ デｴW Gﾗ┗WヴﾐﾏWﾐデ デﾗ HW ; H┌ヴSWﾐ ﾗﾐ デｴW Iﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞ ヴ;デｴWヴ デｴ;ﾐ デﾗ 
デｴW ヮ;ヴWﾐデ Iﾗ┌ﾐデヴ┞げが ;ﾐS Iﾗ┌ﾐデWヴWS デｴWゲW Iﾉ;ｷﾏゲ ┘ｷデｴ ヴWヮﾗヴデゲ ﾗﾐ デｴW ゲ┌IIWゲゲ ﾗa ゲﾗﾏW ﾗa デｴW ゲWデtlers 

instead.
77

 

The Canadian government maintained an ambivalent position in relation to the settlers. Groom had 

been very keen for the government to support her scheme, not least for financial reasons, but her 

requests for help were repeatedly declined.
78

 This was unsurprising, given the widespread exclusion 

ﾗa Sｷゲ;HﾉWS ヮWﾗヮﾉW aヴﾗﾏ デｴW ゲWデデﾉWヴ IﾗﾉﾗﾐｷWゲ ﾗﾐ デｴW ｪヴﾗ┌ﾐSゲ デｴ;デ デｴW┞ ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS HWIﾗﾏW ; けヮ┌HﾉｷI 
Iｴ;ヴｪWげ ﾗﾐ けﾐW┘ ヮﾗヮ┌ﾉ;デｷﾗﾐゲげ ┌ﾐ;HﾉW デﾗ ゲ┌ヮヮﾗヴデ デｴWﾏく Wｷデｴ デｴW ﾐ;デ┌ヴ;ﾉｷゲ;デｷﾗﾐ ﾗa デｴW ┌ﾐSWヴゲデ;ﾐSｷﾐｪ 
that disabled people could be positioned only as dependents, disabled migrants were situated 

alongside orphans and single women in representing both an economic liability and a threat to social 

order. As aforementioned, the anxiety that Britain was けdumpingげ its unwanted population on the 

colonies was a recurrent concern in Canada and Australia as well as an issue to debate back in 

Britain.
79

 But, whilst financial assistance was refused, Groom was also told that no objections would 

HW ﾏ;SW けデﾗ デｴW ;Sﾏｷゲゲｷﾗﾐ ﾗa ゲ┌Iｴ ヮWヴゲﾗﾐゲ ｷﾐデﾗ デｴW Iﾗ┌ﾐデヴ┞ ｷa デｴW┞ ┘WヴW ヮヴﾗデWIデWS H┞ ｴWヴげく80
 Further 

to allowing these particular migrants to circumnavigate Canadian immigration restrictions, some 

government officials actually wrote positively about the settlers. For example, John Smith, an 

iﾏﾏｷｪヴ;デｷﾗﾐ ;ｪWﾐデが ┘ヴﾗデW ｷﾐ SWaWﾐIW ﾗa デｴW ゲIｴWﾏWく HW ｴ;S ｪｷ┗Wﾐ デｴW ｷゲゲ┌W ﾗa デｴW けSW;a ﾏ┌デWげ 
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ゲWデデﾉWヴゲ けIﾗﾐゲｷSWヴ;HﾉW ;デデWﾐデｷﾗﾐげ ┘ｴWﾐ ｴW ｴ;S ┗ｷゲｷデWS M;ﾐｷデﾗH;が ｴW ┘ヴﾗデWが ;ﾐS IﾗﾐIﾉ┌SWS デｴ;デ デｴ;デ 
デｴｷゲ ┘;ゲ ; けIﾉ;ゲゲげ ﾗa け┌nfortunate yet industrious and intelligent peopleげ ﾗa ┘ｴｷIｴ デｴWヴW ┘WヴW けno 

more honest, safer, ｴ;ヴS ┘ﾗヴﾆｷﾐｪ ｷﾏﾏｷｪヴ;ﾐデゲ IﾗﾏW ﾗ┌デ デﾗ デｴｷゲ Iﾗ┌ﾐデヴ┞げく81
  

Yet the Canadian government was also wary of getting tarnished by the negative publicity that 

surrounded the settlers. In considering a request by Jane Groom for government support, the 

DWヮ;ヴデﾏWﾐデ ﾗa AｪヴｷI┌ﾉデ┌ヴW ;Iﾆﾐﾗ┘ﾉWSｪWS デｴW けsuccessful exertions made by the deaf and dumb 

persons brought out by her to earn their own living in this countryげが H┌デ aWﾉデ デｴW ｪﾗ┗WヴﾐﾏWﾐデ Iﾗ┌ﾉS 
not support the scheme due to けa public prejudice against the immigration of persons of this class, 

and this would become especially strong against the systematized immigration of such persons in 

large numbersげ. TｴW ﾗaaｷIｷ;ﾉ デｴ┌ゲ IﾗﾐIﾉ┌SWS デｴ;デ けwhile he will not interpose any objection to the 

immigration of persons of the class referred to, if properly protected when they are brought into the 

country, yet, he cannot authorize in any manner the affording of Government Assistance to promote 

such immigration.げ82
 

 

A deaf colony? Deaf space on an imperial scale 

OﾐW ﾗa デｴW ;ヴｪ┌ﾏWﾐデゲ デｴ;デ ﾆWヮデ ヴWI┌ヴヴｷﾐｪ ｷﾐ デｴW SｷゲI┌ゲゲｷﾗﾐゲ ﾗa J;ﾐW Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ ゲIｴWﾏW ┘;ゲ ┘ｴWデｴWヴ ｷデ 
┘ﾗ┌ﾉS ヴWゲ┌ﾉデ ｷﾐ ; けSW;a Iﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞げが ﾗヴ ┘ｴWデｴWヴ デｴW SW;a ゲWデデﾉWヴゲ ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS HW ｷﾐデWｪヴ;デWS ┘ｷデｴ ｴW;ヴｷﾐｪ ﾗﾐWゲく 
A けdeaf colonyげ might mean several things in this context from a self-sustaining settlement of deaf 

people, to an agricultural colony along the lines that social reformers back in Europe were proposing 

for the intellectually disabled, paupers, juvenile delinquents and other groups deemed in need of 

social reform.  Jane Groom envisaged it as an emigration scheme where new deaf arrivals would be 

placed under the supervision of more established settlers, and in fact she denied that she wanted to 

IヴW;デW け; SW;a Iﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞げ ;デ ;ﾉﾉ.  Yet, despite her protests the idea of a self-ゲ┌ゲデ;ｷﾐｷﾐｪ けSW;a Iﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞げ 
captured the public imagination and became the focus of much of the discussion about her plans. 

Uゲｷﾐｪ MｷﾆW G┌ﾉﾉｷ┗Wヴげゲ ｷSW; ;Hﾗ┌デ SW;a ゲヮ;IWが ┘W ﾏｷｪｴデ デｴｷﾐﾆ ;Hﾗ┌デ ; SW;a Iﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞ ;ゲ ; SWaf space 

created through the practices and imaginary of empire.  The strength of the reaction to that spectre 

tells us how subversive the notion of a deaf space was, and allows us to think about other cries for 

deaf spaces during the nineteenth century.  

This was not the first time that a deaf colony had been conceived. Ideas about a community of deaf 

people living together in the west were developed by American deaf people from early in the 

nineteenth century, and there were also deaf separatist movements in Britain and in France.
83

 The 

most famous of these schemes was put forward in the 1850s by John Jacobus Flournoy, the deaf son 

of a wealthy Georgian slave-owner. Flournoy, outraged at the discrimination that he faced as a deaf 

man, and particularly incensed by a law passed in Georgia reducing the status of deaf people to that 

ﾗa デｴﾗゲW ┘ｷデｴ ｷﾐデWﾉﾉWIデ┌;ﾉ Sｷゲ;HｷﾉｷデｷWゲが ┘;ﾐデWS けデﾗ ゲWI┌ヴW デｴW ｪﾗ┗WヴﾐﾏWﾐデ ;ﾐS ﾗaaｷIWゲ ﾗa ; ゲﾏ;ﾉﾉ 
デWヴヴｷデﾗヴ┞ ﾗヴ “デ;デWが デﾗ デｴW ﾏ┌デW Iﾗﾏﾏ┌ﾐｷデ┞げく84

 The scheme attracted much attention in the deaf 

community and was extensively debated in the deaf press for the rest of the century. Some deaf 

people wrote in support and others in criticism of the deaf state, which some suggested might be 

called Deaf-Mutia or Gesturia.
85

 Whilst organised around disability rather than religion or ethnicity 

these schemes can be conceptualised alongside the plans of the Amish or the Mormons, for 

example, to use the opportunities of colonial expansion to construct a separate society for 

themselves. 

One of the reasons デｴ;デ Fﾉﾗ┌ヴﾐﾗ┞げゲ ゲIｴWﾏW a;ｷﾉWS ｷゲ デｴ;デ デｴW ｷゲゲ┌W ﾗa デｴW ｴW;ヴｷﾐｪ IｴｷﾉSヴWﾐ ﾗa SW;a 
parents became a major sticking point in the debate. Many argued that the state would be unable to 
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maintain itself as a deaf space, given that the vast majority of deaf people have hearing children. 

Fﾉﾗ┌ヴﾐﾗ┞げゲ ゲデ;ﾐIWが デｴ;デ ｴW;ヴｷﾐｪ IｴｷﾉSヴWﾐ ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉS ゲｷﾏヮﾉ┞ HW W┝ヮWﾉﾉWS aヴﾗﾏ デｴW ゲデ;デWが ┘;ゲ aWﾉデ H┞ ﾏ;ﾐ┞ 
to be cold-hearted and unsatisfactory. Children also constituted a major discussion point in debating 

デｴW ヮﾗデWﾐデｷ;ﾉ ﾗa J;ﾐW Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ ゲcheme. The argument that the deaf settlement would not become a 

けSW;a Iﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞げ HWI;┌ゲW ゲﾗ ﾏ;ﾐ┞ ﾗa デｴW SW;a ;S┌ﾉデゲ ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS ｴ;┗W ｴW;ヴｷﾐｪ IｴｷﾉSヴWﾐ ┘;ゲ ﾏWデ ┘ｷデｴ ﾏ┌Iｴ 
ヴWﾉｷWaく Jﾗｴﾐ “ﾏｷデｴ ふデｴW C;ﾐ;Sｷ;ﾐ ｷﾏﾏｷｪヴ;デｷﾗﾐ ;ｪWﾐデぶ ヴW;ゲゲ┌ヴWS ｴｷゲ Iﾗ┌ﾐデWヴヮ;ヴデ ｷﾐ Eﾐｪﾉ;ﾐS デｴ;デ けthere 

can be no colony of deaf mutes as their children in Manitoba are endowed with the power of speech 

and hearing and the child of the family at present staying here can hear quite wellげく86
 The Canadian 

Wﾏｷｪヴ;デｷﾗﾐ ;ｪWﾐデゲ ;ﾉゲﾗ ヴWヮﾗヴデWS デｴ;デ けMヴ ESｷゲﾗﾐが デｴW ｷﾐ┗Wﾐデﾗヴ ﾗa WﾉWIデヴｷIｷデ┞げが ┘ｴﾗ ｴ;S ┘ヴｷデデWﾐ デﾗ デｴW 
DWヮ;ヴデﾏWﾐデ ﾗa AｪヴｷI┌ﾉデ┌ヴW ゲﾗﾏW ┞W;ヴゲ ヮヴW┗ｷﾗ┌ゲﾉ┞ けｷﾐ a;┗ﾗ┌ヴ ﾗa ゲ┌Iｴ Iﾗﾉﾗﾐｷゲ;デｷﾗﾐ ;ﾐS デﾗ ﾗHデ;ｷﾐ 
ヮ;ヴデｷI┌ﾉ;ヴゲ ﾗa ｷデげが ｴ;S ゲデ;デWS ふaヴﾗﾏ ｴｷゲ W┝ヮWヴｷWﾐIW ;ゲ ; ｴW;ヴｷﾐｪ ﾏ;ﾐ ﾏ;ヴヴｷWS デﾗ ; SW;a ﾏ┌デW ┘ﾗﾏ;ﾐぶ 
デｴ;デ けｷデ ﾏｷｪｴデ be counted the children of such parents would not be afflicted with the heredity of 

SW;aﾐWゲゲ ;ﾐS S┌ﾏHﾐWゲゲく TｴW┞ ;ヴW ┌ゲWa┌ﾉ ｷﾐ ﾏ;ﾐ┞ ヮヴﾗS┌Iデｷ┗W ;┗ﾗI;デｷﾗﾐゲ ;ﾐS ｪWデ デｴWｷヴ ﾗ┘ﾐ ﾉｷ┗ｷﾐｪくげ87
 

These assertions of the capability, intelligence and utility of the children of deaf adults (if, that is, 

they were hearing), were countered by the visions of eugenicist critics such as Alexander Graham 

Bell, who wrote to the American Annals of the Deaf and Dumb in some alarm about the purchase of 

ﾉ;ﾐS ｷﾐ M;ﾐｷデﾗH; けaﾗヴ デｴW ヮ┌ヴヮﾗゲe of colonising it with deaf-ﾏ┌デWゲげく88
 Bell feared what he called the 

けIヴW;デｷﾗﾐ ﾗa ; SW;a ┗;ヴｷWデ┞ ﾗa デｴW ｴ┌ﾏ;ﾐ ヴ;IWげ ヮヴﾗS┌IWS デｴヴﾗ┌ｪｴ SW;a Iﾗﾏﾏ┌ﾐｷデｷWゲ ;ﾐS SW;a ｷﾐデWヴ-

marriage.
89

 Bell advocated that deaf people marry only hearing people in order to breed-out 

SW;aﾐWゲゲ ;ﾐS Wヴ;SｷI;デW ; け┗;ヴｷWデ┞げ ﾗa ｴ┌ﾏ;ﾐｷデ┞ デｴ;デ ｴW ゲ;┘ ;ゲ SWaWIデｷ┗Wく90
 

Not only eugenicists but many others were frightened by the prospect of an autonomous deaf space 

where deaf people were able to operate independently from hearing people. Advocates of the 

scheme worked hard to mitigate this fear. Jane Groom sought to reassure critics that her vision was 

ﾗﾐW ┘ｴWヴW SW;a ヮWﾗヮﾉW ┘ﾗ┌ﾉS Iﾗﾐデｷﾐ┌W デﾗ ﾗII┌ヮ┞ デｴW ヮﾗゲｷデｷﾗﾐ ﾗa SWヮWﾐSWﾐデゲく けPWﾗヮﾉW ｴ;┗ｷﾐｪ デｴW 
ゲWﾐゲW ﾗa ｴW;ヴｷﾐｪ ゲｴ;ﾉﾉ ﾉｷ┗W ﾐW;ヴ デｴWﾏげが ゲｴW ┘ヴﾗデW ﾗa デｴW SW;a ゲWデデﾉWヴゲが けデﾗ ;aaﾗヴS ヮヴﾗデWIデｷﾗﾐ ;ﾐS 
Wﾏヮﾉﾗ┞ﾏWﾐデげく91

 A careful balancing act had to be performed between dependence and 

ｷﾐSWヮWﾐSWﾐIWぎ Sｷゲ;HﾉWS ヮWﾗヮﾉW ┘WヴW ﾐﾗデ デﾗ HWIﾗﾏW ; けH┌ヴSWﾐげ ﾗﾐ デｴW ゲデ;デWが ┞Wデ デｴW┞ ┘WヴW ﾐﾗデ デﾗ HW 
altogether independent from the able-bodied. 

 

Legacies: other deaf settlers 

Jane Groom developed many other schemes both in Canada and in the UK. In 1882, after returning 

from her first trip to Canada,  she set up the Hackney Mission for the Deaf and Dumb, running 

Sunday Schools from Morley H;ﾉﾉが H;IﾆﾐW┞が ;ﾐS HWI;ﾏW ;  けIﾗヴヴWゲヮﾗﾐSWﾐIW ゲWIヴWデ;ヴ┞げ aﾗヴ デｴW 
Stainer Christian Homes for Deaf and Dumb Children. In order to enhance the agricultural skills of 

the deaf community, particularly those in the East End of London, Jane Groom proposed the 

esデ;HﾉｷゲｴﾏWﾐデ ﾗa ┘ｴ;デ ゲｴW ヮヴﾗ┗ｷゲｷﾗﾐ;ﾉﾉ┞ ﾐ;ﾏWSが けTｴW UﾐｷデWS KｷﾐｪSﾗﾏ AｪヴｷI┌ﾉデ┌ヴ;ﾉ ;ﾐS TWIｴﾐｷI;ﾉ 
CﾗﾉﾉWｪW aﾗヴ デｴW DW;a ;ﾐS D┌ﾏHげく92

 “ｴW ;ﾉゲﾗ ゲデ;ヴデWS デｴｷﾐﾆｷﾐｪ ﾗa ゲWデデｷﾐｪ ┌ヮ ; けHﾗ┌ゲW F;ヴﾏげ ｷﾐ Bヴｷデｷゲｴ 
Columbia where deaf settlers could learn fruit growing and agriculture.

93
  Whilst there is no surviving 

material in which she elaborated on what she meant by either ; けHﾗ┌ゲW F;ヴﾏげ or an けAgricultural and 

Technical Collegeげ, it is possible she was thinking along the lines of creating another ﾆｷﾐS ﾗa けIﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞げ 
here. This peヴｷﾗS ゲ;┘ デｴW ヴｷゲW ﾗa デｴW ｷSW; ﾗa ;ｪヴｷI┌ﾉデ┌ヴ;ﾉ けIﾗﾉﾗﾐｷWゲげ ｷﾐ E┌ヴﾗヮW ┘ｴWヴW ヮ;┌ヮWヴゲが ﾃ┌┗WﾐｷﾉW 
delinquents and the intellectually impaired woulS HW けヴWaﾗヴﾏWSげ ┌ﾐSWヴ IﾉﾗゲW ゲ┌ヮWヴ┗ｷゲｷﾗﾐ.

94
 Many 

such schemes drew on the French colony at Mettray.
95

 Certainly it seems another attempt to wield 

together regimen, labour and the community. 
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It is unclear how many settlers in total Jane Groom took to Canada; reports vary from twenty-four 

individuals to more than fifty whole families. She visited Canada several times in the 1880s and last 

went to check up on their progress in 1891-2. On this trip, she utilised good connections with deaf 

communities in Canada, staying in the Manitoba Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, which had been 

opened in Winnipeg two years previously, the Mackay Institution for Protestant Deaf-Mutes in 

Montréal, and the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
96

 She offered to stay 

with the settlers for two years and petitioned the Manitoba Ministry of Agriculture to ask the British 

ｪﾗ┗WヴﾐﾏWﾐデ デﾗ ｴWﾉヮ ﾗ┌デ ゲデヴ┌ｪｪﾉｷﾐｪ SW;a ゲWデデﾉWヴゲ ﾐW;ヴ WｷﾐﾐｷヮWｪ H┞ ヮ┌ヴIｴ;ゲｷﾐｪ ; けｴﾗﾏW a;ヴﾏげく HWヴ 
ヮWデｷデｷﾗﾐ aﾗヴ a┌ﾐSｷﾐｪ ┘;ゲ デ┌ヴﾐWS Sﾗ┘ﾐ H┞ デｴW Pヴﾗ┗ｷﾐIｷ;ﾉ Pヴｷ┗┞ Cﾗ┌ﾐIｷﾉ ┘ｴｷIｴ aWﾉデ けデｴ;デ ｷa SW;a ゲWデデﾉWヴゲ 
┘WヴW ｷﾐ ﾐWWS ﾗa さゲヮWIｷ;ﾉ ;ヴヴ;ﾐｪWﾏWﾐデゲ aﾗヴ デｴW ヴeception and protection of these unfortunate 

ヮWﾗヮﾉWざ デｴWﾐ ヮWヴｴ;ヮゲ デｴW┞ ゲｴﾗ┌ﾉS ﾐﾗデ HW WﾐIﾗ┌ヴ;ｪWS デﾗ Wﾏｷｪヴ;デW ;デ ;ﾉﾉげく97
 She had difficulties raising 

the fare to get back, and wrote repeatedly to the Canadian Government asking that they pay her 

fare in return for all the time and money she had invested in the scheme.
98

 After what appears to 

have been a difficult experience, it seems that she did not travel to Canada again, and it is unclear to 

what extent she remained involved with the deaf settlers.  

But this was not the end of deaf settlement in the Canadian prairies. In the summer of 1903, a small 

ｪヴﾗ┌ヮ ﾗa SW;a ヮWﾗヮﾉW aヴﾗﾏ BﾗｷゲゲW┗;ｷﾐが M;ﾐｷデﾗH;が ゲデ;ヴデWS デﾗ ゲWデデﾉW ｷﾐ デｴW Q┌げAヮヮWﾉﾉW V;ﾉﾉW┞く  “W┗Wヴ;ﾉ 
of these were former students of the Ontario Institution, a centre for deaf culture closely linked with 

the Ontario Deaf Mute Association, which was founded in 1886. The group also included recent deaf 

emigrants to Canada such as the English immigrant John Edward Brady Chapman of Rapid City and 

Irish immigrant Samuel Hawkins, who was educated at the Claremont Institution of the Deaf and 

Dumb in Dublin and had emigrated to Winnipeg (not implausibly with Jane Groom) in the 1880s. The 

deaf homesteaders settled on farms around the towns of Lipton, Cupar and Dysart in the Q┌げAヮヮWﾉﾉW 
Valley, which was a Cree area on the Canadian Prairies, about 70 kilometres northwest of Regina.

99
 

This was again a self-organised deaf endeavour. The group were led by John Alexander Braithwaite, 

a deaf man thoroughly integrated into the North American deaf community. Not only was he a 

graduate of the Ontario Institution, but he had later studied for five years at Gallaudet College in the 

US, the only University for the deaf both at that time and still today. He also had personal 

connections within the deaf community and was married to Marion Campbell, also a graduate of the 

Ontario Institution.
100

 These kinds of connections, which are common to those which structured the 

deaf community in Britain, suggest a similarity between the deaf communities in Britain and Canada. 

Like Groom and her settlers, this group would no doubt have been considered frightening to Bell and 

other critics of deaf communities, not least in the context of the growing interest in eugenics at the 

beginning of the twentieth century. Couples such as Samuel and Anna Mary Hawkins, who were 

both deaf themselves and went on to have seven deaf children, would have been seen as justifying 

some of the fears about deaf inter-marriage.
101

 Aﾉデｴﾗ┌ｪｴ ﾐﾗデ W┝ヮﾉｷIｷデﾉ┞ Wゲデ;HﾉｷゲｴWS ;ゲ ; けSW;a Iﾗﾉﾗﾐ┞げ, 
through links with the Ontario Institution the homesteaders were able to maintain connections with 

a wider deaf community. Each autumn, about 50 deaf harvesters arrived by train from Toronto to 

help with the wheat harvest. Clifton Carbin notes that there were so many deaf people, 

ヮヴﾗヮﾗヴデｷﾗﾐ;デWﾉ┞が デｴ;デ けデｴW ﾏWヴIｴ;ﾐデゲが ﾉ;┘┞Wヴゲが SﾗIデﾗヴゲが a;ヴﾏWヴゲ ;ﾐS W┗Wﾐ デｴW さヴWS-Iﾗ;デWSざ 
policemen in the area learned to converse with these labourers by using the manual alphabet and 

ゲﾗﾏW ゲｷｪﾐゲげく102
 This demonstrates that the deaf people were able to exercise some degree of cultural 

power, dictating the terms of communication, as well as indicating that they had considerable 

critical mass.  This was not, however, a community inclusive of all. Race continued to be a marker of 

difference. All of the deaf harvesters were white and First Nations deaf children did not enter 

Canadian deaf institutions until well into the twentieth century.
103
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Jane Groom, too, seems to have ended her life living as part of a deaf community. The 1901 Census 

ゲｴﾗ┘ゲ ｴWヴ ﾉｷ┗ｷﾐｪ けﾗﾐ ｴWヴ ﾗ┘ﾐ ﾏW;ﾐゲげ ｷﾐ Nﾗヴデｴ;ﾏヮデﾗﾐゲｴｷヴWく104
 There were nine deaf people living 

within three adjacent agricultural workers cottages, suggesting that Groom continued to participate 

in and construct deaf communities.  

Conclusion 

Whilst disability history continues to be ghettoised, tracing the life and work of Jane Groom takes us 

デｴヴﾗ┌ｪｴ ﾏ;ﾐ┞ けﾏ;ｷﾐゲデヴW;ﾏげ ｷゲゲ┌Wゲ ｷﾐIﾉ┌Sｷﾐｪ WS┌I;デｷﾗﾐが ┘ﾗヴﾆｷﾐｪ-class politics, religion, emigration 

;ﾐS Iﾗﾉﾗﾐｷ;ﾉ ヮヴﾗﾃWIデゲく Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ ﾉｷaW ｷゲ ; SｷaaｷI┌ﾉデ ﾗﾐW aヴﾗﾏ ; Sｷゲ;Hｷlity politics perspective;  though in 

many ways an inspiring figure, she endorsed rather than challenged many of the negative images of 

Sｷゲ;Hｷﾉｷデ┞が ゲWWｷﾐｪ SW;aﾐWゲゲ ;ゲ ;ﾐ けW┗ｷﾉげ デﾗ HW ;┗ﾗｷSWS ;ﾐS SW;a ヮWﾗヮﾉW ;ゲ ヮヴﾗヮWヴﾉ┞ SWヮWﾐSWﾐデ ﾗﾐ 
hearing benefactors. Her life also jars with the images of disabled victimhood that have dominated 

early disability history, disrupting the image of colonialism that has been used to discuss ableist 

oppression. Besides being oppressed in the metropole, disabled people could, of course, be 

colonisers in their own right. Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ ゲIｴWﾏW ヴWﾉｷWS ﾗﾐ taking land from indigenous people,, itself 

an act of colonisation that was increasingly taking place at this moment in Canadian history. The 

1867-ヱΒΓヶ ヮWヴｷﾗS ┘;ゲ ﾗﾐW ﾗa デｴW けIﾗﾐゲﾗﾉｷS;デｷﾗﾐげ of white rule and a series of land policies from 

which Groom and her settlers benefited, led to the displacement and dispossession of a host of 

indigenous and Métis groups.
105

 This kind of intersection between disability and colonialism is a past 

which is yet to be addressed. And yet, those more straightforward stories of oppression, which are 

;ﾉゲﾗ WゲゲWﾐデｷ;ﾉ デﾗ ┌ﾐSWヴゲデ;ﾐSｷﾐｪ Gヴﾗﾗﾏげゲ ﾉｷaWが ゲデｷﾉﾉ ﾐWWS デWﾉﾉｷﾐｪが ;ゲ デｴW┞ ヴWﾏ;ｷﾐ ┌ﾐa;ﾏｷﾉｷ;ヴ デﾗ デｴW 
majority of historians who have not unpacked what disability means historically. Jane Groom and the 

deaf settlers were ambivalent colonisers involved in equivocal colonial encounters, where they 

occupied positions of both oppressed and oppressor, colonised and coloniser. Taking the agency of 

deaf and disabled people seriously means engaging with uncomfortable and complicated pasts.  

E┝ヮﾉﾗヴｷﾐｪ デｴW ﾏWゲゲ┞ ヴW;ﾉｷデｷWゲ ﾗa W┗Wヴ┞S;┞ ヮヴ;IデｷIW I;ﾐ ｴWﾉヮ ┌ゲ ｷﾐIヴW;ゲｷﾐｪﾉ┞ デﾗ けﾏ;ｷﾐゲデヴW;ﾏげ Sｷゲ;Hｷﾉｷデ┞ 
history and get away from a position where we find the mobilisation of deaf people, in an imperial 

context, a surprise.
106
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