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ABSTRACT 

MACKETT, Roger L. (1980) The impact of rail f a r e  increases on 
locat ional  behaviour. Leeds: Univ. Leeds, Ins t .  Transp. Stud., 
Work.Pap. 127. 

Many people who work i n  London l i v e  over 30 miles from t h e i r  
jobs and t r a v e l  t o  work by r a i l .  Their decisions about t h e  choice 
of hme and job have been influenced by the  cost  of t r a v e l  a t  t he  
time of t h e  decision and the  ant ic ipated changes, with subsequent 
implications f o r  t he  value of housing. Over t he  past  t e n  years there  
has been a decline i n  employment i n  cen t ra l  London, with a concomitant 
growth i n  employment i n  t he  surrounding area,  leading t o  a s h i f t  
from r a i l  t o  road f o r  t he  journey t o  work and implications for  t he  
economic base of cen t r a l  London. Further r i s e s  i n  t he  r e a l  cost of 
r a i l  t r a v e l  t o  cen t r a l  London w i l l  have serious implications for  

' t h e  lower paid commuter, who tends t o  l i v e  t o  the  eas t  of London 
i n  north Kent and south Essex, who w i l l  be faced with a declining 
l i v ing  standard through having t o  pay extra  fa res  o r  mo?? closer  
t o  London and so incurring higher housing costs  or  a lower housing 
standard. This w i l l  have a fur ther  impact on house p r i ce s ,  making 
t h e  problem even worse for  those who respond l a t e r .  

The implications of these e f fec t s  for  analysis  of t h e  underlying 
behavioural response t o  r a i l  fa res  increases a r e  complex and a r e  
being studied i n  a major research project  i n  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  for  
'i'ransport Studies at t h e  University of Leeds. The immediate need is  
fo r  longitudinal data on people's past  responses t o  changes i n  
t ransport  costs ,  and so a survey w i l l  be car r ied  out a s  pa r t  of t he  
project .  Any responses t o  r a i l  f a r e  charges w i l l  be made against  t he  
dynamic background of b i r t h ,  death, marriage, household formation, 
promotion and so on, hence information w i l l  be gathered on a l l  these 
processes, as well  a s  t h e  po ten t ia l ly  t ransport  cost  sens i t ive  processes 
of  r e s iden t i a l  and employment relocation,  entry and leaving the 
job market f o r  marginal workers and car purchase and sa le .  These 
processes w i l l  a l l  be represented i n  an accounting framework which 
w i l l  underpin the other models t o  be used, and r e l a t e s  t o  both an 
ex is t ing  integrated land use t ransport  model a t  a macro scale ,  and 
more recent ideas about simulating individual behaviour a t  a micro 
l eve l .  There a r e  complex issues  involved i n  modelling these 
processes, including representing the choices and decisions of 
individuals,  and l inking these together within the household, r e l a t i n g  
individual behaviour t o  observed changes a t  the  macro l e v e l  and 
representing the  e f fec t s  of t i m e .  These issues a r e  current ly  being 
examined i n  t h e  project  and a re  discussed i n  t he  paper. 
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